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(54) Optical data recording method and optical disk device

(57) A method of recording data to an optical disk is
disclosed that enables correction of recording power
during an recording operation using multi-pulse record-
ing. The method includes the steps of interrupting a re-
cording operation when a predetermined amount of data
has been continuously recorded in region A1 of the re-
cording area A of the optical data recording medium,

measuring the recording state of the optical data record-
ing medium at a place B1 immediately before the inter-
ruption, correcting the recording power for the next re-
cording operation based on the measured recording
state, and starting the next recording operation in region
A2 by using the laser beam with the determined record-
ing power in the optical data recording medium at a po-
sition immediately after the interruption.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an optical data
recording method, an optical data recording device, an
optical data processing method, and an optical disk de-
vice.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] In order to precisely record data throughout an
optical data recording medium, such as an optical disk,
it is necessary to determine the initial light emission
power of a semiconductor laser (abbreviated as LD, and
LD power, respectively, below) by means of OPC (Op-
timum Power Control) and then to modify the LD power
by means of ROPC (Running OPC) to compensate for
changes of temperature of the LD and sensitivity of a
recording film of the optical disk.
[0003] In an OPC process, trial writing is performed
in a PCA (Power Calibration Area) of an optical data re-
cording medium before actually recording data in the op-
tical data recording medium; from the results of trial writ-
ing, optimum LD power for actually recording data on
the optical data recording medium is determined.
[0004] After OPC, actual data are recorded in the op-
tical data recording medium. In the course of recording,
however, the optimum LD power changes due to fluctu-
ations of temperature of the LD, efficiency of the LD,
wavelength of the LD, and sensitivity of the recording
film of the optical disk. Therefore it is necessary to adjust
the optimum LD power. The ROPC is for this adjust-
ment.
[0005] Specifically, after determining an optimum
strength of light reflected from the optical data recording
medium during recording in advance in the OPC proc-
ess, in the ROPC process, the LD power is adjusted by
feeding back the strength of light reflected from a mark
formed on the optical data recording medium during the
actual data recording, so that the strength of light reflect-
ed from the mark equals the optimum strength obtained
beforehand.
[0006] For example, Japanese Laid Open Patent Ap-
plication No. 9-270128 discloses an optical disk record-
ing and reproduction device in which correction is made
for the LD power during recording by ROPC.
[0007] Japanese Laid Open Patent Application No.
2000-057604 discloses a device which improves repro-
duction performance thereof by giving an optimum off-
set to a focusing error signal.
[0008] In an optical disk device, an optical pickup de-
tects a focusing error signal (abbreviated as FE signal
below), and the position of an object lens is adjusted in
the focusing direction is adjusted so that the FE signal
becomes zero; this is the so-called object lens focusing

position control. Usually, it is known that recording and
reproduction performance is better with the position ad-
justed by the above focusing position control slightly
shifted from the position where the FE signal becomes
zero. For this reason, usually, an offset is given to the
FE signal, and focusing position control is performed so
that the FE signal with the offset becomes zero, thereby
improving the recording and reproduction performance.
[0009] In ROPC described above, although it is pos-
sible to measure the strength of the light reflected from
the optical data recording medium when recording data
to the optical data recording medium by using a rectan-
gular signal to drive the LD, it is difficult to measure the
strength of the reflected light when recording data to the
optical data recording medium by using a number of
pulses to drive the LD (the so-called multi-pulse record-
ing). For this reason, in the latter case, it is difficult to
correct the LD power during data recording.
[0010] Multi-pulse recording is required in many cas-
es. For example, in multi-pulse recording, the margin of
the LD power is greater than that of the rectangular wave
recording; therefore, the multi-pulse recording is re-
quired in the case in which the margin of the LD power
is quite narrow when recording data in the optical data
recording medium with high density at high speed.
[0011] Further, the characteristics of the optical disk
and the optical disk device depend on the recording po-
sition along the radial direction of the optical disk. There-
fore, the recording and reproducing quality changes with
the redial position on the optical disk, and the focus off-
set resulting in the optimum reproducing quality chang-
es with the redial position on the optical disk.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0012] Accordingly, it is a general object of the present
invention to solve the above problems of the related art.
[0013] A first more specific object of the present in-
vention is to provide a method that is capable of correc-
tion of recording power while recording data to an optical
data recording medium and enables high recording
quality at any position on the optical data recording me-
dium even when using multi-pulse recording, a data re-
cording device, and a data processing device.
[0014] A second more specific object of the present
invention is to provide an optical disk device having high
reproducing quality and recording quality at any position
on an optical disk.
[0015] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided an optical data recording method
comprising the steps of interrupting an operation of re-
cording data in an optical data recording medium when
a predetermined amount of data is continuously record-
ed in the optical data recording medium by using a laser
beam emitted from a laser, measuring a recording state
of the optical data recording medium immediately before
the interruption, correcting a recording power of the la-
ser beam for a next recording operation in the optical
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data recording medium based on the measured record-
ing state, and starting the next recording operation by
using the laser beam with the determined recording
power in the optical data recording medium at a position
immediately after the interruption.
[0016] Preferably, in the step of measuring, the re-
cording state of the optical data recording medium is ob-
tained by measuring an asymmetry of a reproduced sig-
nal.
[0017] Preferably, in the step of measuring, the re-
cording state of the optical data recording medium is ob-
tained by measuring a modulation of a reproduced sig-
nal.
[0018] Preferably, in the step of interrupting, the pre-
determined amount of data is determined such that a
time period required for completing recording of the pre-
determined amount of data is shorter than a time period
over which a recording quality degrades due to a rise of
a temperature of the laser.
[0019] Preferably, in the step of interrupting, the pre-
determined amount of data is determined such that a
length along a radial direction of the optical data recod-
ing medium covered by the predetermined amount of
data is shorter than a length over which a recording qual-
ity degrades due to a fluctuation of a sensitivity of a re-
cording layer of the optical data recoding medium.
[0020] Preferably, in the step of correcting, a change
of the recording power in each correction is restricted to
be less than a predetermined value.
[0021] Preferably, in the step of measuring, the re-
cording state is measured during a seek operation per-
formed for the next recording operation after the inter-
rupted recording operation.
[0022] According to the present invention, after a
specified amount of data is recorded, the recording op-
eration is interrupted, and the recording state, for exam-
ple, the asymmetry, or the modulation of a signal repro-
duced right before the interruption, is measured, and
based on the measurement result, the recording power
of the laser for the next recording operation is corrected,
and the next recording operation is performed with the
corrected recording power. In this way, even if the laser
is driven by a multi-pulse signal, it is possible to maintain
the recording power of the laser to be an optimum value,
and high recording quality is obtainable all over the op-
tical data recording medium.
[0023] In addition, according to the present invention,
even when the temperature fluctuation of the laser is a
predominant factor causing reduction of the recording
quality, or the fluctuation of a sensitivity of the recording
layer of the optical data recording medium is a predom-
inant factor causing reduction of the recording quality, it
is possible to maintain the power of the laser to be an
optimum value during a recording operation, and high
recording quality is obtainable all over the optical data
recording medium.
[0024] In addition, by determining the recording state
by measuring asymmetry of the reproduced signal, even

when a multi-pulse driving signal is used to record data
to a recordable medium, such as a CD-R, or DVD-R, it
is possible to maintain the recording power of the laser
to be an optimum value, and high recording quality is
obtainable all over the optical medium. On the other
hand, by determining the recording state may by meas-
uring the modulation of the reproduced signal, even
when a multi-pulse driving signal is used to record data
to a rewritable optical recording medium, such as a
CD-RW, or DVD-RW, it is possible to maintain the re-
cording power of the laser to be an optimum value, and
high recording quality is obtainable all over the optical
recording medium.
[0025] By limiting an amount of the change of the re-
cording power in one correction, even if there are de-
fects in the recording region of the optical data recording
medium and a wrong recording state is obtained, the
recording quality does not degrade too much with this
one improper correction, therefore, it is possible to ob-
tain stable recording quality.
[0026] By measuring the recording state during a
seek operation for recording, the time period of the re-
cording interruption can be shortened, hence the re-
cording time can be shortened.
[0027] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, there is provided an optical data recording de-
vice comprising a recording state measurement unit
configured to measure a recording state of an optical
data recording medium, a recording power calculation
unit configured to calculate a recording power of a laser
beam emitted from a laser for a next recording operation
in the optical data recording medium based on the
measured recording state, a laser control unit config-
ured to control the laser based on the calculated record-
ing power, and a recording control unit configured to in-
terrupt an operation of recording data in the optical data
recording medium when a predetermined amount of da-
ta is continuously recorded in the optical data recording
medium, direct the recording state measurement unit to
measure a recording state of the optical data recording
medium immediately before the interruption, direct the
recording power calculation unit and the laser control
unit to determine a recording power of the laser beam
for a next recording operation in the optical data record-
ing medium based on the measured recording state,
and start the next recording operation by using the laser
beam with the determined recording power in the optical
data recording medium at a position immediately after
the interruption.
[0028] According to a third aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided an optical data processing de-
vice comprising an optical data recording device includ-
ing a recording state measurement unit configured to
measure a recording state of an optical data recording
medium, a recording power calculation unit configured
to calculate a recording power of a laser beam emitted
from a laser for a next recording operation in the optical
data recording medium based on the measured record-
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ing state, a laser control unit configured to control the
laser based on the calculated recording power, a record-
ing control unit configured to interrupt an operation of
recording data in the optical data recording medium
when a predetermined amount of data is continuously
recorded in the optical data recording medium, direct the
recording state measurement unit to measure a record-
ing state of the optical data recording medium immedi-
ately before the interruption, direct the recording power
calculation unit and the laser control unit to determine a
recording power of the laser beam for a next recording
operation in the optical data recording medium based
on the measured recording state, and start the next re-
cording operation by using the laser beam with the de-
termined recording power in the optical data recording
medium at a position immediately after the interruption.
[0029] According to a fourth aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided an optical data recording
method comprising the steps of interrupting an opera-
tion of recording data in an optical data recording medi-
um when a predetermined amount of data is continu-
ously recorded in the optical data recording medium by
using a laser beam emitted from a laser, measuring a
recording state of the optical data recording medium im-
mediately before the interruption to measure a recording
quality, correcting a recording power of the laser beam
for a next recording operation in the optical data record-
ing medium based on the determined recording quality,
and starting the next recording operation by using the
laser beam with the determined recording power in the
optical data recording medium at a position immediately
after the interruption, wherein in the step of measuring,
the recording quality is measured in a seek operation
performed when starting the next recording operation
after the interrupted recording operation, a setting being
made so that a reading quality is an optimum during the
measurement of the recording quality, and the setting
being made so that the recording quality is an optimum
after the measurement of the recording quality.
[0030] Preferably, in the step of measuring, an offset
of a focus position of a focus servo is set so that the
reading quality is an optimum during the measurement
of the recording quality in the seek operation, and the
offset of the focus position is set so that the recording
quality is an optimum after the measurement of the re-
cording quality.
[0031] Preferably, in the step of measuring, an offset
of a tilt of the optical data recording medium is set so
that the reading quality is an optimum during the meas-
urement of the recording quality in the seek operation,
and the offset of the tilt is set so that the recording quality
is an optimum after the measurement of the recording
quality.
[0032] According to the present invention, during the
seek operation for measuring the recording quality, the
offset is set so that the reading quality is optimized, and
after the measurement of the recording quality, the off-
set is set so that the recording quality is optimized.

Therefore, the offset when measuring the recording
quality is the same as that when reading data in the trial
writing region, and this optimizes the setting of the off-
set.
[0033] According to a fifth aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided an optical data recording device
comprising a recording state measurement unit config-
ured to measure a recording state of an optical data re-
cording medium to measure a recording quality, a re-
cording power calculation unit configured to calculate a
recording power of a laser beam emitted from a laser
for a next recording operation in the optical data record-
ing medium based on the measured recording quality,
a laser control unit configured to control the laser based
on the calculated recording power, a recording control
unit configured to interrupt an operation of recording da-
ta in the optical data recording medium when a prede-
termined amount of data is continuously recorded in the
optical data recording medium, direct the recording
state measurement unit to measure a recording state of
the optical data recording medium immediately before
the interruption, direct the recording power calculation
unit and the laser control unit to determine a recording
power of the laser beam for a next recording operation
in the optical data recording medium based on the
measured recording quality, and start the next recording
operation by using the laser beam with the determined
recording power in the optical data recording medium at
a position immediately after the interruption, and a focus
position offset setting unit configured to set an offset of
a focus position of a focus servo, wherein the focus po-
sition offset setting unit sets the offset of the focus po-
sition of the focus servo so that the reading quality is an
optimum during the measurement of the recording qual-
ity in the seek operation, and sets the offset of the focus
position so that the recording quality is an optimum after
the measurement of the recording quality in the seek
operation.
[0034] According to a sixth aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided an optical data recording de-
vice comprising a recording state measurement unit
configured to measure a recording state of an optical
data recording medium to measure a recording quality,
a recording power calculation unit configured to calcu-
late a recording power of a laser beam emitted from a
laser for a next recording operation in the optical data
recording medium based on the measured recording
quality, a laser control unit configured to control the laser
based on the calculated recording power, a recording
control unit configured to interrupt an operation of re-
cording data in the optical data recording medium when
a predetermined amount of data is continuously record-
ed in the optical data recording medium, direct the re-
cording state measurement unit to measure a recording
state of the optical data recording medium immediately
before the interruption, direct the recording power cal-
culation unit and the laser control unit to determine a
recording power of the laser beam for a next recording
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operation in the optical data recording medium based
on the measured recording quality, and start the next
recording operation by using the laser beam with the de-
termined recording power in the optical data recording
medium at a position immediately after the interruption,
and a tilt offset setting unit configured to set an offset of
a tilt of the optical data recording medium, wherein the
tilt offset setting unit sets the offset of the tilt so that the
reading quality is an optimum during the measurement
of the recording quality in the seek operation, and sets
the offset of the tilt so that the recording quality is an
optimum after the measurement of the recording quality
in the seek operation.
[0035] According to a seventh aspect of the present
invention, there is provided an optical disk device for re-
cording data to or reproducing data from an optical disk,
comprising an optical pickup that writes data to or reads
data from the optical disk, a focusing error signal gen-
erating unit that generates a focusing error signal from
a signal output from the optical pickup, an offset gener-
ating unit that generates an offset of a focusing position
according to a preset value, an accumulator that adds
the offset to the focusing error signal and the output the
summed signal, a filter circuit that adjusts a gain and a
phase of a focusing servo system based on the summed
signal from the accumulator, and a driver circuit that
drives the optical pickup according to a signal output
from the filter circuit. In a seek operation, an optimum
offset of the focusing position is set to the offset gener-
ating unit as the preset value, and the seek operation is
finished after setting a time period in a timer, in a record-
ing operation or a reproducing operation after the seek
operation, a count in the timer is monitored to determine
whether the time period set in the time elapsed, and the
recording operation or reproducing operation is inter-
rupted when the time period set in the timer elapsed,
and a next seek operation is performed and a next re-
cording operation or a next reproducing operation is
started at a position of the interruption.
[0036] Preferably, the time period set to the timer is
determined so that a variation of the optimum of the off-
set of the focus position due to movement of the optical
pickup along a radial position on the optical disk in the
recording operation or the reproducing operation does
not influence a recording quality or a reproducing qual-
ity.
[0037] Preferably, the time period set to the timer is
determined based on a variation of the optimum of the
offset of the focus position.
[0038] According to the present invention, it is possi-
ble to precisely correct the focus offset related to the
optimum recording quality that changes along the radial
position of the optical disk, and thus to obtain high re-
cording or reproducing quality.
[0039] Because the time set to the timer is determined
by considering variation of the optimum focus offset with
the radial position on the optical disk, which occurs when
the optical pickup moves along the radial direction of the

optical disk in the recording operation or the reproducing
operation, and this value is determined so that the
change of the optimum focus offset does not influence
the recording or reproducing quality, it is possible to re-
adjust the optimum focus offset to a new optimum value
before the previous optimum focus offset becomes in-
appropriate due to movement of the optical pickup along
the radial direction of the optical disk in the recording
operation or the reproducing operation. Thus, it is pos-
sible to obtain high recording or reproducing quality.
[0040] Preferably, the optical disk device further com-
prises a storage unit configured to store focus offset da-
ta measured in advance and corresponding to optimum
recording or reproducing quality at a plurality of posi-
tions on the optical disk at different radii and at equal
intervals. In the optical disk device, one of the focus off-
set data is read out from the storage unit and set to the
offset generating unit in the recording operation or the
reproducing operations as the offset added to the focus-
ing error signal.
[0041] According to the present invention, because
the storage unit is provided to store focus offset data, in
actual recording or reproducing operations, the focus
offset may be read out from the storage unit and set to
the offset generating unit. Therefore, in practical use,
the adjustment when mounting the optical disk is not
necessary, and the adjustment time in mounting can be
shortened.
[0042] Preferably, when mounting the optical disk, an
offset of the focus position resulting in the optimum re-
cording quality or the optimum reproducing quality is
measured beforehand in an inner area of the optical
disk, in a region from the most inner area of the optical
disk (for example, the area near the inner edge) to a
radial position of the optical disk where a change of the
offset of the focus position begins to increase, the meas-
ured offset of the focus position is set to the offset gen-
erating unit, in the most peripheral region of the optical
disk (for example, the area near the outer edge), an off-
set of the focus position obtained by shifting the offset
measured in the inner area by a preset value is set to
the offset generating unit, and in a region from the po-
sition where the change of the offset of the focus position
begins to increase to the most peripheral region of the
optical disk, an offset calculated by a first order approx-
imation is set to the offset generating unit.
[0043] According to the present invention, even when
the optimum focus offset depends on a specific optical
disk, it is possible to appropriately determine the focus
offset and obtain high recording quality or high repro-
ducing quality.
[0044] Preferably, when mounting the optical disk, off-
sets of the focus position resulting in the optimum re-
cording quality or the optimum reproducing quality are
measured beforehand in an inner area and a peripheral
area of the optical disk, respectively, in a region from the
most inner area (for example, the area near the inner
edge) of the optical disk to a radial position of the optical
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disk where a change of the offset of the focus position
begins to increase, the offset measured in the inner area
is set to the offset generating unit, in the most peripheral
region of the optical disk, the offset measured in the pe-
ripheral area is set to the offset generating unit, and in
a region from the position where the change of the offset
of the focus position begins to increase to the most pe-
ripheral region of the optical disk, an offset of the focus
position calculated by a first order approximation is set
to the offset generating unit.
[0045] According to the present invention, since opti-
mum focus offsets in both the inner area and the periph-
eral area are measured, it is possible to obtain higher
recording quality or reproducing quality.
[0046] Preferably, the optical disk device further com-
prises a jitter measurement unit configured to measure
a jitter of the reproduced signal from the pickup. The
optimum of the offset of the focus position is determined
under a condition that the jitter is the smallest.
[0047] According to the present invention, by provid-
ing a jitter measurement unit to measure the jitter of the
reproduced signal and determining the optimum focus
offset under the condition that the jitter is the smallest,
it is possible to obtain higher recording quality or repro-
ducing quality.
[0048] Preferably, the optical disk device further com-
prises an amplitude measurement unit configured to
measure amplitude of the reproduced signal from the
pickup. The optimum of the offset of the focus position
is determined under a condition that the amplitude is the
highest.
[0049] Preferably, if the optical disk is not recorded,
data are recorded in a trial recording region of the optical
disk, and the data recorded in the trial recording region
are reproduced to determine the offset of the focus po-
sition that results in the optimum of the reproducing
quality; if the optical disk is recorded, data in a recorded
region of the optical disk are reproduced to determine
the offset of the focus position that results in the opti-
mum of the reproducing quality under a condition that
an amplitude of the reproduced signal is the highest.
[0050] According to the present invention, even if the
optical disk is un-recorded, it is possible to adjust the
optimum focus offset by using the trial writing region and
the reproduced signal; if the optical disk is recorded, da-
ta in the recorded region are reproduced without using
the trial writing region.
[0051] Preferably, the optical disk device further com-
prises a wobbling signal amplitude measurement unit
configured to measure amplitude of a wobbling signal.
The optimum of the offset of the focus position is deter-
mined under a condition that the amplitude of the wob-
bling signal is the highest.
[0052] According to the present invention, by provid-
ing the unit for measuring the amplitude of a wobbling
signal, and by adjusting the focus offset so that the am-
plitude of the wobbling signal becomes a maximum, it
is possible to reliably obtain address data and synchro-

nization data and to achieve higher recording quality or
reproducing quality.
[0053] These and other objects, features, and advan-
tages of the present invention will become more appar-
ent from the following detailed description of preferred
embodiments given with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0054]

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a configuration of an
optical disk in a first embodiment of the present in-
vention;
FIGS. 2A through 2C are examples showing behav-
ior of the asymmetry parameter β of a reproduced
signal in the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 3 is a view of an example of a configuration of
an optical data recording device according to the
first embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 4 is a view of an example of a configuration of
an optical data recording device according to a sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 5 is a diagram explaining the principle of the
recording method related to the second embodi-
ment of the present invention;
FIG. 6 is a view of a configuration of an optical data
recording device according to a third embodiment
of the present invention;
FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a seek operation for
measuring the recording quality prior to the inter-
ruption of a recording operation in the third embod-
iment;
FIG. 8 is a view of a configuration of an optical data
recording device according to a fifth embodiment of
the present invention;
FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing the seek operation for
measuring the recording quality (or recording state)
prior to the interruption of a recording operation in
the fifth embodiment;
FIG. 10 is a view of a configuration of an optical data
recording and reproducing device according to a
sixth embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 11 is a graph showing a relation between an
optimum focus offset and the radial position of the
optical disk in the sixth embodiment;
FIG. 12 is a table showing an example of the meas-
ured optimum focus offset at different radii in the
sixth embodiment;
FIG. 13 are graphs showing the focus offset result-
ing in the optimum reproducing quality and the fo-
cus offset resulting in the optimum recording quality
in the sixth embodiment;
FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing the operation of add-
ing the offset data to the FE signal in the sixth em-
bodiment;
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FIG. 15 is a graph showing the variation of an opti-
mum focus offset in a recording operation or a re-
producing operation in the sixth embodiment;
FIG. 16 is a view of a configuration of an optical data
recording and reproducing device according to a
seventh embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 17 is a graph showing a relation between the
focus offset and the radial position of an optical disk
according in the seventh embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 18 is a flowchart showing a method of deter-
mining the focus offset in the seventh embodiment;
and
FIG. 19 is a graph showing a relation between the
focus offset and the radial position of an optical disk
according to the seventh embodiment of the
present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0055] Below, preferred embodiments of the present
invention are explained with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings.

First Embodiment

[0056] In the present embodiment, when recording
data onto an optical data recording medium, for exam-
ple, an optical disk, the recording operation is interrupt-
ed at a specified time for a while, and the recording state
right before the interruption is then read out from the
optical disk; the result is fed back to correct power of a
laser, and the next recording operation is performed with
the corrected power of the laser. In this way, the power
of a laser is appropriately adjusted in the recording op-
eration.
[0057] FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a configuration
of the optical disk in the first embodiment of the present
invention.
[0058] In FIG. 1, letter "A" indicates the recording area
of the optical disk, and the recording area A is divided
into three regions A1, A2, and A3. During recording, af-
ter recording data onto the region A1, the recording op-
eration is interrupted temporarily, and the RF signal re-
corded to the end of the A1 region, or a place close to
the end of the A1 region (indicated by B1), is read out
by an optical pick-up, and the asymmetry of the RF sig-
nal is measured.
[0059] Asymmetry of a signal is represented by a pa-
rameter β, defined to be β=(C1+C2)/(C1-C2), where C1
and C2 represent a peak level and a bottom level, re-
spectively, of the RF signal obtained through AC cou-
pling.
[0060] FIGs. 2A through 2C are examples showing
behavior of the parameter β expressing asymmetry of
the reproduced RF signal.
[0061] In FIG. 2A, C1 < C2, and β < 0. In this case,

the recording power P is less than the optimum record-
ing power Ppo. In FIG. 2B, since C1 = C2, β = 0. In this
case, the recording power P equals the optimum record-
ing power Ppo. In FIG. 2C, since C1 > C2, β > 0. In this
case, the recording power P is greater than the optimum
recording power Ppo.
[0062] As shown in FIG. 2B, ideally, the recording
power P that makes β of the RF signal zero is the opti-
mum recording power Ppo. However, because of the
characteristics of the optical pickup in the optical sys-
tem, the value of the parameter β is not zero, moreover,
β is not even a constant when the recording power P
becomes the optimum recording power Ppo. Therefore,
an object value (T) of β that makes the recording quality
best is determined beforehand, and the recording power
is determined so that the value of β actually measured
equals the object value of β.
[0063] Next, when recording data to the region A2, the
difference between the measured value and the object
value of β is calculated; this difference multiplied by a
gain factor G is fed back for control of the power of the
laser (below, denoted as LD power). After the LD power
is adjusted by compensating for the difference between
the measured value and the object value of β, the re-
sultant new LD power Pw[i+1] is expressed by the fol-
lowing formula.

[0064] Where, Pw[i+1] represents the next LD power
level, Pw[i] represents the present LD power, G is the
gain factor, and T and β are the object value of β and
the measured value, respectively.
[0065] With the corrected LD power, recording in the
A2 region is performed, the recording operation is inter-
rupted again, and then after the LD power is corrected
as described above, recording in the A3 region is per-
formed.
[0066] In the above, although it is assumed that the
recording area A is divided into three regions, according
to the procedure described below, the method of the
present embodiment is applicable to the case involving
four or more recording regions.
[0067] FIG. 3 is a view of an example of a configura-
tion of an optical data recording device according to the
first embodiment of the present invention.
[0068] The optical data recording device shown in
FIG. 3 includes an optical disk 10, an optical pickup (PU)
11 for recording data to and reproducing data from the
optical disk 10, an asymmetry detector 12 for measuring
asymmetry parameter β of a reproduced signal (for ex-
ample, a RF signal) output from the optical pickup PU
11, an LD controller 13 for controlling the laser (LD) in-
stalled in the optical pickup PU 11, a central processing
unit (CPU) 14 for controlling the overall operation of the
optical data recording device of the first embodiment,
and a timer 15.

Pw[i+1]=Pw[i]+G(T-β) (1)
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[0069] The optical disk 10 is an example of the optical
data recording medium of the present invention, for ex-
ample, it may be a WORM (write once read many) type
optical disk, such as a CD-R, DVD-R, or other readable
optical disk.
[0070] Below, the method of the present embodiment
is described for recording data onto the optical disk 10.
[0071] When starting to record data to the optical disk
10, through the LD controller 13, CPU 14 controls the
LD installed in the optical pickup 11 to emit light at dif-
ferent LD power levels successively so that the optical
pickup 11 writes trial data into the trial recording region
of the optical disk 10, and CPU 14 controls the optical
pickup 11 to read the trial data in the trial recording re-
gion written at each LD power level, and obtains RF sig-
nals from the optical pickup 11 corresponding to the trial
data in the trial recording region written at different LD
power levels. CPU 14 controls the asymmetry detector
12 to measure the asymmetry parameter (β) of the RF
signals; from the measured values of the asymmetry pa-
rameter (β) at different LD power levels, CPU 14 calcu-
lates the LD power resulting in the object asymmetry pa-
rameter T.
[0072] The optical disk 10 is driven to rotate by a not-
illustrated spindle motor. The optical pickup 11 directs a
laser beam emitted from the LD with a specified record-
ing power to the optical disk 10 through an optical sys-
tem including an object lens; the optical pickup 11 fo-
cuses the laser beam to form a light spot on the optical
disk 10, thereby to record data on the optical disk 10.
[0073] On the other hand, the optical pickup 11 directs
a laser beam emitted from the LD with a specified re-
production power to the optical disk 10 through the op-
tical system including the object lens to form a light spot
on the optical disk 10, and a light sensor receives the
light reflected from the optical disk 10 through the optical
system including the object lens, thereby to reproduce
the obtained signals, such as RF signals.
[0074] After CPU 14 calculates the LD power at the
beginning of data recording, the LD controller 13, con-
trolled by CPU 14, uses a modulation signal, for exam-
ple, a multi-pulse signal, to drive the LD in the optical
pickup 11 to emit a laser beam having the obtained LD
power. Therefore, the optical pickup 11 starts to record
data from the beginning of the actual data recording re-
gion (region A in FIG. 1) of the optical disk 10. At the
same time, CPU 14 sets a predetermined value in the
timer 15 as a recording time period, and starts the timer
15 to count the time. Then, during one recording oper-
ation, CPU 14 monitors the timer 15 to check whether
the count of the timer 15 reaches the preset value.
[0075] When the count reaches the preset value, CPU
14 interrupts the recording operation and stops the timer
15. The region recorded so far corresponds to the region
A1 in FIG. 1.
[0076] After the interruption, CPU 14 controls to re-
produce the data recorded in the region B1 at the end
of the region A1 by the optical pickup 11, and then the

asymmetry detector 12 measures the asymmetry pa-
rameter (β) of the RF signal from the optical pickup 11.
Below, this operation is described in detail.
[0077] First, CPU 14 controls a not-illustrated seek
motor, which is able to move the optical pickup 11 along
a radial direction of the optical disk 10, to locate the start-
ing position of the region B1, and controls the optical
pickup 11 to read data in the region B1.
[0078] Then, the optical pickup 11 outputs the RF sig-
nal reproduced from the region B1, and then the asym-
metry detector 12 measures the asymmetry parameter
(β) of the RF signal.
[0079] From the asymmetry parameter (β) obtained
by the asymmetry detector 12, CPU 14 calculates the
optimum LD power Popt2 for the next region A2 by using
formula (1) described above, and sets Popt2 as the next
recording power in the LD controller 13. In this way, the
LD power is corrected.
[0080] Next, CPU 14 controls the seek motor to locate
the starting position of the region A2, and controls the
optical pickup 11 to start to record data in the region A2-
At the beginning of data recording, CPU 14 sets a pre-
determined value in the timer 15 as the next recording
time period and starts the timer 15 to count the time.
[0081] Then, the operations described above are re-
peated, and thereby, the data recording is performed at
appropriate LD power levels all over the region A.
[0082] Below, the size of the region recorded each
time (that is, the amount of data continuously recorded
in one recording operation) on the optical disk 10 is de-
scribed.
[0083] In the present embodiment, the size of a re-
cording region where data are continuously recorded
without any interruption in one recording operation, such
as regions A1, A2, and A3, is determined so that record-
ing quality is not affected by changes of the LD efficien-
cy, the LD wavelength, and the sensitivity of the record-
ing film of the optical disk 11 caused by temperature ris-
ing.
[0084] If the LD temperature fluctuation is dominant
compared with the sensitivity fluctuation of the recording
film, the time required for completing recording of the
predetermined amount of data, which can be continu-
ously recorded without any interruption in one recording
operation, such as data recorded in regions A1, A2, and
A3, may be set to be sufficiently short compared with
the time period over which recording quality declines
due to the LD temperature rising, and the recording op-
eration may be interrupted after continuous recording
for the preset time period.
[0085] The optical data recording device of the
present embodiment shown in FIG. 3 is capable of per-
forming such kind of recording. For example, the record-
ing operation may be interrupted after continuous re-
cording for 10 seconds, and then the asymmetry param-
eter β is measured and the LD power is corrected as
described above.
[0086] If the sensitivity fluctuation of the recording film
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is dominant compared with the LD temperature fluctua-
tion, as described in detail in the second embodiment,
the recording operation may be interrupted after contin-
uous recording for a certain length along the radial di-
rection of the optical disk 10, for example, a few millim-
eters, and then the asymmetry parameter β is measured
and the LD power is corrected as described above.
[0087] In the case of CLV recording (Constant Linear
Velocity), the amounts of data recorded in the inner area
and in the peripheral area of the optical disk 10 are dif-
ferent even if the same time information is recorded, for
example, the recording operation may be interrupted af-
ter continuous data recording for 2 millimeters along the
radial direction of the optical disk 10, and then the asym-
metry parameter β is measured and the LD power is cor-
rected as described above.
[0088] In the present embodiment, the LD power pw
is corrected by measuring the asymmetry parameter β.
In the case of an optical disk formed from a phase
change material, instead of the asymmetry parameter
β, the recording power pw may also be corrected based
on measurement results of modulation of a reproduced
RF signal from the optical pickup 11.
[0089] According to the present embodiment, when a
specified amount of data is recorded onto the optical
disk 10 continuously by using a laser beam, the record-
ing operation is interrupted, and the recording state (for
example, asymmetry parameter β, or modulation of a
RF signal output from the optical pickup 11) right before
the interruption is read out from the optical disk 10.
Based on this result, the recording power of the laser for
the next recording operation is corrected, and the next
recording operation is performed with the corrected re-
cording power. In this way, even when a multi-pulse driv-
ing signal is used, it is possible to maintain the recording
power of the laser to be an optimum value, and high re-
cording quality is obtainable all over the optical disk 10.
[0090] In the recording operation, the specified
amount of data to be recorded is determined so that the
time required for completing recording of the specified
amount of data is sufficiently short compared with the
time period over which recording quality declines due to
LD temperature rising. Therefore, even when the LD
temperature fluctuation is a predominant factor causing
reduction of the recording quality, it is possible to main-
tain the recording power of the laser to be an optimum
value, and high recording quality is obtainable all over
the optical disk 10.
[0091] Since the recording state is obtained by meas-
uring asymmetry of a reproduced signal, even when a
multi-pulse driving signal is used to record data to a
WORM (write once read many) type optical recording
medium, such as a CD-R, or DVD-R, it is possible to
maintain the recording power of the laser to be an opti-
mum value, and high recording quality is obtainable all
over the optical disk 10.
[0092] Since the recording state may also be obtained
by measuring modulation of a reproduced signal, even

when a multi-pulse driving signal is used to record data
to a rewritable optical recording medium, such as a
CD-RW, or DVD-RW, it is possible to maintain the re-
cording power of the laser to be an optimum value, and
high recording quality is obtainable all over the optical
disk 10.
[0093] In the optical data recording device of the
present embodiment, the asymmetry detector 12, cor-
responding to the recording state measurement unit of
the present invention, measures the recording state of
the optical disk 10. Based on the measurement result,
CPU 14, having the functions of the recording power cal-
culation unit of the present invention, calculates the re-
cording power for the next recording operation. The LD
controller 13, corresponding to the laser control unit of
the present invention, controls the laser to perform the
next recording operation with the corrected recording
power. CPU 14, also having the functions of the record-
ing control unit of the present invention, interrupts the
recording operation when a specified amount of data is
recorded continuously onto the optical disk 10, and the
asymmetry detector 12 and CPU 14 measures the re-
cording state of the optical disk 10 right before the inter-
ruption. Based on the measurement results, CPU 14 re-
starts the recording operation in the optical disk 10 im-
mediately after the interruption with the corrected re-
cording power.
[0094] With the above configuration, even when a
multi-pulse driving signal is used, it is possible to main-
tain the recording power of the laser to be an optimum
value, and high recording quality is obtainable all over
the optical disk 10.

Second Embodiment

[0095] FIG. 4 is a view of an example of a configura-
tion of an optical data recording device according to the
second embodiment of the present invention.
[0096] In the present embodiment, the optical data re-
cording device records a specified amount of data each
time to cover a specified length along the radial direction
of the optical disk, and then measures the asymmetry
parameter β to correct the power of the laser.
[0097] Below, the same numeral references are used
for the same elements of the optical data recording de-
vice as those in the first embodiment, and overlapping
descriptions are omitted.
[0098] The optical data recording device according to
the present invention basically has the same configura-
tion as that of the first embodiment as shown in FIG. 1,
except that timer 15 in the first embodiment is replaced
by an address detection unit 16.
[0099] The address detection unit 16 detects an ad-
dress in the optical disk 10 from a wobbling signal, or
other signals including information address information,
which are read from the optical disk 10 and output by
the optical pickup 11.
[0100] Below, the differences between the first em-
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bodiment and the present embodiment in recording op-
eration are explained.
[0101] When starting to record data to the optical disk
10, CPU 14 records a recording starting address
(adrs1), and then calculates an address (adrs2) at a pre-
determined length (w, in millimeters) from the recording
starting address adrs1 along the radial direction of the
optical disk 10. The predetermined length w is also re-
ferred to as a width along the radial direction of the op-
tical disk 10.
[0102] In other words, if recording data from a position
having the recording starting address adrs1 to a position
having the address adrs2 and then the recording is in-
terrupted, the length between the two positions in the
radial direction of the optical disk 10 is w. Alternatively
stated, if recording data from a position having the re-
cording starting address adrs1, and continuing the re-
cording while advancing in the radial direction of the op-
tical disk 10 by a length w and then the recording is in-
terrupted, the final position has the address adrs2.
[0103] In the present embodiment, the length w is the
distance along the radial direction of the optical disk 10
covered by the amount of data recorded in one record-
ing operation, and the length w is set to be sufficiently
short compared with the length over which recording
quality declines due to fluctuation of the sensitivity of the
recording film.
[0104] During one recording operation, CPU 14 mon-
itors the address detection unit 16 to determine whether
the address output by the address detection unit 16 is
adrs2. When the address output by the address detec-
tion unit 16 becomes adrs2, CPU 14 interrupts the re-
cording operation of the optical pickup 11. Then the
asymmetry parameter β is measured and the LD power
is corrected in the same way as described in the first
embodiment, and recording operation in the next region
of the optical disk 11 is started.
[0105] Below, measurement of the asymmetry pa-
rameter β is described in detail.
[0106] When measuring the asymmetry parameter β,
usually, it is necessary to interrupt the recording opera-
tion for a while and to find the starting position of the
region B1 (FIG. 1) by the seek motor (this is called seek
for β measurement), and to find the starting position of
the next region (this is called seek for recording), that
is, the region A2, after measurement of β. However, in
this way, position location has to be performed twice be-
tween the region A1 and the region A2, and it costs time.
[0107] When performing the seek for recording, since
recording quality changes with the recording linear ve-
locity of the optical disk 10, it is necessary to search the
recording region up to the object address and then to
confirm if the linear velocity of the optical disk 10 be-
comes the object linear velocity. In other words, it is nec-
essary to wait until the revolutions per minute (RPM) of
the spindle motor reaches the object RPM near the ob-
ject address.
[0108] If the parameter β is measured in this waiting

period for setting the linear velocity until the RPM of the
spindle motor reaches the object RPM, the aforesaid
seek for B measurement can be omitted, thus the time
period of recording interruption can be shortened, and
therefore, the recording time can be shortened.
[0109] FIG. 5 is a diagram explaining the principle of
the recording method related to the second embodi-
ment.
[0110] In FIG. 5, the symbol t1 indicates an object
starting recording address, that is, it is desired to start
data recording at t1. In order to record data from the
starting recording address t1, CPU 14 drives the seek
motor to seek a tentative object t0. Afterwards, CPU 14
waits until the RPM of the spindle motor becomes the
object RPM in the region between t0 and t1 and then
stops seeking. If the seek motor reaches t1 before the
RPM of the spindle motor becomes the object RPM in
the region, CPU 14 drives the seek motor to seek the
tentative object t0 again, and waits again until the RPM
of the spindle motor becomes the object RPM in the re-
gion between t0 and t1.
[0111] CPU 14 measures the parameter β and cor-
rects the LD power in this waiting period, and then pro-
ceeds to the next recording. Therefore, it is sufficient to
perform position location only once during interruption
of the recording operation.
[0112] Since the parameter β is measured in local ar-
eas on the optical disk 10, if the measurement points
happen to be in regions having defects, the measured
value of the parameter β may be greatly different from
the actual value (that is, the parameter β in regions hav-
ing no defects). If such a measured value is directly used
to correct the LD power, the result will be improper, and
the recording quality will be degraded.
[0113] Because the LD temperature and the sensitiv-
ity of the recording film of the optical disk 10 do not
change drastically in a recording region whose size is
properly set, if data recording is performed in the region
A1 at an appropriate recording power (pw1), the record-
ing power (pw2) for recording in the region A2 is never
too different from pw1.
[0114] Therefore, CPU 14 may impose restrictions on
the recording power pw2 in the region A2 by using the
recording power pw1 in the region A1, and thereby, it is
possible to prevent setting a wrong recording power due
to local defects on the optical disk 10.
[0115] For example, CPU 14 requires that the differ-
ence between the preceding LD power pw1 and the fol-
lowing LD power pw2 be within ± 0.1 mW. With this re-
striction, even if there are defects on the optical disk 10
and a wrong measurement value of the parameter β is
obtained, the recording quality does not degrade too
much with this one wrong correction of the recording
power.
[0116] In the present embodiment, the LD power pw
is corrected by measuring the asymmetry parameter β.
In the case of an optical disk formed from a phase
change material, instead of the asymmetry parameter
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β, the recording power pw may be corrected based on
measurement results of modulation of a reproduced RF
signal from the optical pickup 11.
[0117] According to the present embodiment, when
recording a specified amount of data onto an optical disk
continuously by using a laser beam, the recording op-
eration is interrupted at a specified position or time for
a while, and the recording state (for example, asymme-
try parameter β, or modulation of a RF signal output from
the optical pickup 11) right before the interruption is read
out from the optical disk 10. Based on this result, the
recording power of the laser for the next recording op-
eration is corrected, and the next recording operation is
performed with the corrected recording power. In this
way, even when a multi-pulse driving signal is used, it
is possible to maintain the recording power of the laser
to be an optimum value, and high recording quality is
obtainable all over the optical disk 10.
[0118] In the recording operation, the specified
amount of data to be recorded is determined so that the
length along the radial direction of the optical disk 10
covered by the specified amount of data is sufficiently
short compared with the length over which recording
quality declines due to fluctuation of the sensitivity of the
recording film. Therefore, even when fluctuation of the
sensitivity of the recording film of the optical disk 10 is
a predominant factor causing reduction of the recording
quality, it is possible to maintain the recording power of
the laser to be an optimum value, and high recording
quality is obtainable all over the optical disk 10.
[0119] Because measurement of the recording state
is performed during a period of seek for recording, the
time period of recording interruption can be shortened,
hence the recording time can be shortened.
[0120] By restricting the amount of correction of the
recording power in one correction operation, even if
there are defects in the recording region of the optical
disk 10 and a wrong measurement value of the param-
eter β is obtained, the recording quality does not de-
grade too much with this one correction, therefore, it is
possible to obtain stable recording quality.
[0121] Since the recording state is obtained by meas-
uring asymmetry of a reproduced signal, even when a
multi-pulse driving signal is used to record data to a
WORM (write once read many) type optical recording
medium, such as a CD-R, or DVD-R, it is possible to
maintain the recording power of the laser to be an opti-
mum value, and high recording quality is obtainable all
over the optical disk 10.
[0122] Since the recording state may also be obtained
by measuring modulation of a reproduced signal, even
when a multi-pulse driving signal is used to record data
to a rewritable optical recording medium, such as a
CD-RW, or DVD-RW, it is possible to maintain the re-
cording power of the laser to be an optimum value, and
high recording quality is obtainable all over the optical
disk 10.

Third Embodiment

[0123] FIG. 6 is a view of a configuration of an optical
data recording device according to the third embodi-
ment of the present invention. Below, the same numeral
references are used for the same elements of the optical
data recording device as those in the previous embod-
iment, and overlapping descriptions are omitted.
[0124] The optical data recording device shown in
FIG. 6 includes an optical disk 10, an optical pickup (PU)
11 for recording data to and reproducing data from the
optical disk 10, a central processing unit (CPU) 14 for
controlling the overall operation of the optical data re-
cording device of the present embodiment, a RF detec-
tor 41 for measuring the amplitude of a RF signal output
from the optical pickup 11, a tilt detector 42 for measur-
ing a tilt of the optical disk 10 from the signal (for exam-
ple, the RF signal) output from the optical pickup 11 and
generating a tilt error (TIE) signal, an offset generating
unit 43 for generating a voltage corresponding to an off-
set according to a preset value, an accumulator 44 for
summing the TIE signal from the tilt detector 42 and the
output signal from the offset generating unit 43, a filter
circuit 45 that corrects the signal output from the accu-
mulator 44 for gain compensation and phase compen-
sation of a tilt servo system, a tilt correction unit 47 for
correcting the tilt of the optical disk 10, and a driver cir-
cuit 46 for driving the tilt correction unit 47 according to
the signal output from the filter circuit 45.
[0125] The tilt detector 42, the offset generating unit
43, the accumulator 44, the filter circuit 45, the tilt cor-
rection unit 47, and the driver circuit 46 constitute the tilt
servo system, corresponding to the tilt correction sys-
tem of the present invention.
[0126] In the optical data recording device of the third
embodiment as shown in FIG. 6, the tilt detector 42
measures the tilt of the optical disk 10 from the RF signal
output from the optical pickup 11 and generates the TIE
signal; the accumulator 44 adds the TIE signal from the
tilt detector 42 and the output signal from the offset gen-
erating unit 43. The filter circuit 45 corrects the signal
output from the accumulator 44 to perform gain com-
pensation and phase compensation of the tilt servo sys-
tem. The driver circuit 46 drives the tilt correction unit
47 according to the signal output from the filter circuit
45 to correct the tilt of the optical disk 10. In this way,
the tilt of the optical disk 10 is corrected so that the signal
output from the filter circuit 45 becomes zero.
[0127] Usually, because of the specific characteristics
of the optical pickup 11, the tilt of the optical disk 10 re-
sulting in optimum reading quality is somewhat different
from the tilt when the TIE signal from the tilt detector 42
becomes zero, but the tilt of the optical disk 10 resulting
in the optimum reading quality is in agreement when the
amplitude of the RF signal output from the optical pickup
11 is a maximum.
[0128] In order to obtain an offset for correcting the tilt
so that the reading quality is optimized, for example,

19 20



EP 1 426 931 A2

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

CPU 14 sets a sequence of offset values from a lower
limit to an upper limit into the offset generation unit 43,
reads in amplitudes of the RF signals corresponding to
these offset values from the RF detector 41, selects the
offset value related to the maximum amplitude of the RF
signal, and stores the offset value as an offset of the tilt
of the optical disk 10 causing optimum reading quality.
This offset is indicated by offset_R. Usually, this opera-
tion is performed before shipment or during a mounting
process of the optical data recording device.
[0129] Furthermore, in a recording operation, the tilt
of the optical disk 10 related to optimum recording qual-
ity is usually different from that related to the optimum
reading quality, and the former equals a value obtained
by shifting the latter appropriately.
[0130] CPU 14 stores the offset value shifted by a cer-
tain value from the tilt related to the optimum reading
quality. This stored offset is indicated by offset_W. That
is,

where, α is a constant.
[0131] Similarly, this operation is performed before
shipment of the optical data recording device or when a
mounting the optical disk 10.
[0132] Below, with a reference to FIG. 7, an explana-
tion is made of the seek operation for measuring record-
ing quality (or recording state) prior to interruption of a
recording operation.
[0133] FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing the seek opera-
tion for measuring recording quality (or recording state)
prior to interruption of a recording operation in the third
embodiment.
[0134] In step S1, at the beginning of a seek opera-
tion, CPU 14 sets the tilt offset offset_R of the optical
disk 10 into the offset generation unit 43. This setting of
the tilt offset ensures that reading quality of the optical
disk 10 is optimum.
[0135] In step S2, CPU 14 drives a seek motor to lo-
cate a tentative seek object t0.
[0136] In step S3, CPU 14 measures the recording
quality (for example, asymmetry β of the RF signal from
the optical pickup 11) from the amplitude of the RF signal
output from the RF detector 41.
[0137] In step S4, CPU 14 sets the tilt offset offset_W
of the optical disk 10 into the offset generation unit 43.
This setting of the tilt offset ensures that the recording
quality of the optical disk 10 is optimum.
[0138] In step S5, CPU 14 waits while the spindle mo-
tor is revolving.
[0139] By setting the tilt offset of the optical disk 10 in
this way, when reading the recording quality, the reading
quality is an optimum. Usually, the reading operation in
the trial writing region during OPC is performed with the
reading quality being optimized. Therefore, according to
the present embodiment, because the recording quality

offset_W = offset_R + α

is read under the same condition with the reading oper-
ation in the trial writing region, determination of the LD
power is performed under the same condition with OPC,
furthermore, it is not necessary to perform a seek oper-
ation for reading the recording quality, and the time pe-
riod of recording interruption can be shortened, and
therefore, the recording time can be shortened.
[0140] According to the present embodiment, during
seek for measuring the recording quality, the offset for
correction of tilt of the optical disk 10 is set so that the
reading quality is optimized, and after measuring the re-
cording quality, the offset for correction of tilt of the op-
tical disk 10 is set so that the recording quality is opti-
mized, the tilt offset when measuring the recording qual-
ity is the same as that when reading data in the trial writ-
ing region, and setting of the offset for tilt correction can
be optimized. Further, the LD power resulting in opti-
mum recording quality is determined based on the
above results, and it is possible to maintain high record-
ing quality throughout the recording region immediately
after OPC.

Fourth Embodiment

[0141] This embodiment relates to an optical data
processing device including any one of the optical re-
cording devices in the previous embodiments.
[0142] With such a device, even when a multi-pulse
driving signal is used, it is possible to maintain the re-
cording power of the laser to be an optimum value, and
high recording quality is obtainable all over the optical
data recording medium.
[0143] In the first and the second embodiments, the
recording operation is interrupted at a specified position
or time for a while, and the recording state right before
the interruption is read out. Based on this result, the re-
cording power for the next recording operation is cor-
rected. Further, because measurement of the recording
state is performed during a recording seek period after
the interruption of the recording operation, the time pe-
riod of recording interruption and the total recording time
are shortened.
[0144] Usually, the seek operation in reading is used
for reading the recording state in OPC. In this reading
seek operation, various settings are performed so that
the reading quality is optimized. In OPC, with the read-
ing quality being optimized, data in the trial recording
region is read, and the recording power of the laser re-
sulting in optimum recording quality is obtained.
[0145] On the other hand, the seek operation in writ-
ing is used for recording. In this recording seek opera-
tion, various settings are performed so that the record-
ing quality is optimized. Here, the settings include set-
tings of focus and offset of the tilt of the optical disk.
Therefore, in general, in a seek operation in recording,
the reading quality when reading the preceding record-
ing state is different from the reading quality when read-
ing the recording state of the trial recording region in

21 22



EP 1 426 931 A2

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

OPC.
[0146] As a result, if the LD power is corrected based
on data read in the seek operation for recording, the cor-
rected LD power ends up being different from the LD
power immediately after OPC, thus, the recording qual-
ity in the two stages differ from each other.
[0147] In general, in OPC, the LD power is set so that
the recording quality is optimized. With the LD power
determined by ROPC as described above, the recording
quality declines compared with that right after OPC.

Fifth Embodiment

[0148] In this embodiment, in the seek operation for
reading the preceding recording state, setting for opti-
mizing the reading quality is performed before reading
of the recording state; and after reading the recording
state, setting for optimizing the recording quality is per-
formed.
[0149] FIG. 8 is a view of a configuration of an optical
data recording device according to the fifth embodiment
of the present invention. Below, the same numeral ref-
erences are used for the same elements as those in the
first embodiment, and overlapping descriptions are
omitted.
[0150] The optical data recording device shown in
FIG. 8 includes an optical disk 10, an optical pickup (PU)
11 for recording data to and reproducing data from the
optical disk 10, a central processing unit (CPU) 14 for
controlling the overall operation of the optical data re-
cording device of the present embodiment, a RF detec-
tor 17 for measuring the amplitude of a RF signal output
from the optical pickup 11, a focusing error (FE) signal
generating unit 18 for generating a focusing error (FE)
signal from the signal output from the optical pickup 11,
an offset generating unit 19 for generating a voltage cor-
responding to an offset according to a preset value, an
accumulator 20 for summing the FE signal from the FE
signal generating unit 18 and the output signal from the
offset generating unit 19, a filter circuit 21 that corrects
the signal output from the accumulator 20 for gain com-
pensation and phase compensation of a focusing servo
system, and a driver circuit 22 for driving a not-illustrated
focusing actuator installed in the optical pickup 11 ac-
cording to the signal output from the filter circuit 21. The
focusing actuator moves an object lens of the optical
pickup 11 in the focusing direction.
[0151] In this embodiment, the focusing position of the
object lens is controlled in the focusing direction so that
the signal output from the filter circuit 21 becomes zero.
Usually, because of the specific characteristics of the
optical pickup 11, the focusing position resulting in op-
timum reading quality is somewhat different from the fo-
cusing position when the FE signal from the FE signal
generating unit 18 becomes zero, but the focusing po-
sition resulting in the optimum reading quality is in
agreement when the amplitude of the RF signal output
from the optical pickup 11 is a maximum.

[0152] In order to obtain the focusing position result-
ing in optimum reading quality, for example, CPU 14
sets a sequence of offset values from a lower limit to an
upper limit into the offset generation unit 19, reads in
amplitudes of the RF signals corresponding to these off-
set values from the RF detector 17, selects the offset
value related to the maximum amplitude of the RF sig-
nal, and stores the offset value as an offset of the focus
of the optical disk 10 causing optimum reading quality.
This offset is indicated by offset_R.
[0153] Furthermore, in a recording operation, the fo-
cus position related to optimum recording quality is usu-
ally different from that related to the optimum reading
quality, and the former equals a value obtained by shift-
ing the latter appropriately. That is, the focus offset
(offset_W) related to the optimum recording quality in a
recording operation satisfies:

where, α is a constant.
[0154] CPU 14 stores the focus offset value offset_W
related to the optimum recording quality.
[0155] This operation is usually performed in a mount-
ing process of the optical disk 10.
[0156] Below, with a reference to FIG. 9, an explana-
tion is made of the seek operation for measuring record-
ing quality (or recording state) prior to interruption of a
recording operation.
[0157] FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing the seek opera-
tion for measuring recording quality (or recording state)
prior to interruption of a recording operation in the fifth
embodiment.
[0158] In step S21, at the beginning of a seek opera-
tion, CPU 14 sets offset_R of the optical disk 10 into the
offset generation unit 18. This setting ensures that the
reading quality of the optical disk 10 is optimum.
[0159] In step S22, CPU 14 drives a seek motor to
locate a tentative seek object t0.
[0160] In step S3, CPU 14 measures the recording
quality (for example, asymmetry β of the RF signal from
the optical pickup 11) from the amplitude of the RF signal
output from the RF detector 17.
[0161] In step S4, CPU 14 sets offset_W of the optical
disk 10 into the offset generation unit 19. This setting
ensures that the recording quality of the optical disk 10
is optimum.
[0162] In step S5, CPU 14 waits while the spindle mo-
tor is revolving.
[0163] By setting the focus offset of the optical disk
10 in this way, when reading the recording quality, the
reading quality is an optimum. Usually, the reading op-
eration in the trial writing region during OPC is per-
formed with the reading quality being optimized. There-
fore, according to the present embodiment, because the
recording quality is read under the same condition as
the reading operation in the trial writing region, determi-

offset_W = offset_R + α
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nation of the LD power is performed under the same
condition as that in OPC. Furthermore, it is not neces-
sary to perform a seek operation for reading the record-
ing quality, and the time period of recording interruption
can be shortened. Therefore, the recording time can be
shortened.
[0164] According to the present embodiment, when a
specified amount of data is recorded onto the optical
disk 10 continuously by using a laser beam, the record-
ing operation is interrupted, and the recording state right
before the interruption is read out from the optical disk
10 to measure the recording quality. Based on this re-
sult, the recording power of the laser for the next record-
ing operation is corrected, and the next recording oper-
ation is performed with the corrected recording power.
[0165] This measurement of the recording quality is
performed during the seek operation when recording is
restarted after the interruption of the recording opera-
tion. During this seek operation, when measuring the re-
cording quality, setting is performed so that the reading
quality is an optimum. After measuring the recording
quality, setting is performed so that the recording quality
is an optimum. The condition of measurement of the re-
cording quality is the same as that when reading data
in the trial writing region. Further, the LD power resulting
in the optimum recording quality is determined based
on the above results, and it is possible to maintain high
recording quality throughout the optical disk 10 immedi-
ately after OPC.
[0166] During the seek operation when measuring the
recording quality, the offset of the focus position of the
focus servo is set so that the reading quality is an opti-
mum. After measuring the recording quality, the offset
of the focus position is set so that the recording quality
is an optimum. Therefore, the focus position condition
of measurement of the recording quality is the same as
that when reading data in the trial writing region. Further,
the LD power resulting in the optimum recording quality
is determined based on the above results, therefore, it
is possible to maintain high recording quality throughout
the optical disk 10 immediately after OPC.
[0167] In the optical data recording device of the
present embodiment, CPU 14 and the RF detector 17,
having the functions of the recording state measure-
ment unit of the present invention, measure the record-
ing state of the optical disk 10 and recording quality.
Based on the measurement result, CPU 14, having the
functions of the recording power calculation unit of the
present invention, calculates the recording power for the
next recording operation. The LD controller 13, corre-
sponding to the laser control unit of the present inven-
tion, controls the laser to perform the next recording op-
eration with the corrected recording power. CPU 14, al-
so having the functions of the recording control unit of
the present invention, interrupts the recording operation
when a specified amount of data is recorded continu-
ously onto the optical disk 10, and the RF detector 17
and CPU 14 measure the recording state of the optical

disk 10 just before the interruption to measure the re-
cording quality. Based on the measurement results,
CPU 14 re-starts the recording operation in the optical
disk immediately after the interruption with the specified
recording power. CPU 14, also having the functions of
the focus position offset setting unit of the present in-
vention, further adjusts the offset of the focus position
of the focus servo.
[0168] With the above configuration, during the seek
operation when measuring the recording quality, the off-
set of the focus position of the focus servo is set so that
the reading quality is an optimum. After measuring the
recording quality, the offset of the focus position is set
so that the recording quality is an optimum. Therefore,
it is possible to maintain high recording quality through-
out the optical disk 10 immediately after OPC.

Sixth Embodiment

[0169] FIG. 10 is a view of a configuration of an optical
data recording and reproducing device according to the
sixth embodiment of the present invention.
[0170] The optical data recording and reproducing de-
vice shown in FIG. 10 includes an optical disk 23, an
optical pickup (PU) 24 for recording data to and repro-
ducing data from the optical disk 23, a focusing error
(FE) signal generating unit 25 for generating a focusing
error (FE) signal from the signal output from the optical
pickup 24, a ROM 26 that stores focus offset data cor-
responding to optimum recording quality or reproducing
quality at a number of positions on the optical disk 23 at
equal intervals and different radii, an offset generating
unit 31 for generating a voltage corresponding to an off-
set according to a preset value, an accumulator 27 for
summing the FE signal from the FE signal generating
unit 25 and the output signal from the offset generating
unit 31, a central processing unit (CPU) 28 for controlling
the overall operation of the device of the present em-
bodiment, a timer 29, a filter circuit 30 that corrects the
signal output from the accumulator 27 for gain compen-
sation and phase compensation of a focusing servo sys-
tem, and a driver circuit 32 for driving a not-illustrated
focusing actuator installed in the optical pickup 24 ac-
cording to the signal output from the filter circuit 30.
[0171] The focusing actuator moves an object lens of
the optical pickup 11 in a focusing direction. The optical
pickup 24 directs a laser beam with a specified power
emitted from a laser installed therein to the optical disk
23 through an optical system including an object lens,
the optical pickup 11 focuses the laser beam to form a
light spot on the optical disk 23, thereby to record data
on the optical disk 23.
[0172] On the other hand, the optical pickup 24 directs
a laser beam emitted from the LD with a specified re-
production power to the optical disk 23 through the op-
tical system including the object lens to form a light spot
on the optical disk 23, and a light sensor receives the
light reflected from the optical disk 23 through the optical
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system including the object lens, thereby to reproduce
the obtained signals, such as RF signals.
[0173] In this embodiment, the focusing position of the
object lens is controlled in the focusing direction so that
the signal output from the filter circuit 30 becomes zero.
Usually, because of the specific characteristics of the
optical pickup 24, the focusing position resulting in op-
timum reading quality is somewhat shifted from the fo-
cusing position when the FE signal from the FE signal
generating unit 25 becomes zero. Due to the character-
istics of the optical disk 23 and the reproduction device
of the embodiment, this shift may change with the radial
position (that is, position along the radial direction).
[0174] FIG. 11 is a graph showing a relation between
an optimum focus offset and the radial position of the
optical disk 23. Here, the optimum focus offset is an off-
set of the focus resulting in optimum focusing condition.
[0175] As shown in FIG. 11, in the peripheral region
of the optical disk 23, the offset resulting in optimum fo-
cusing decreases, and a large shift along the focusing
direction is required.
[0176] CPU 28 reads data stored in ROM 26 corre-
sponding to the recording or reproducing radial position
on the optical disk 23, and sets this offset data to the
offset generating unit 31. The accumulator 27 adds the
offset value from the offset generating unit 31 to the FE
signal from the FE signal generating unit 25, and outputs
the offset FE signal to the filter circuit 30. Therefore, the
focusing position of the object lens in the focusing direc-
tion is adjusted to a position shifted by an offset output
by the offset generating unit 31 from the position where
the FE signal becomes zero.
[0177] Data reflecting the relation, as shown in FIG.
11, between the offset resulting in optimum quality in re-
cording or reproduction and the radial position on the
optical disk 23 are measured and stored in ROM 26 in
advance. For example, before shipment of products, re-
cording or reproduction is performed while offsetting the
focusing position, and the offset of the focusing position
resulting in the optimum recording or reproducing qual-
ity is measured at different radii on the optical disk.
[0178] FIG. 12 is a table showing an example of the
measured optimum focus offset at different radii. For ex-
ample, the measured data are stored to ROM 26 in the
form of the table in FIG. 12.
[0179] Data of offsets resulting in optimum reproduc-
ing quality and those resulting in optimum recording
quality may be measured separately and placed in two
tables (reproduction table and recording table).
[0180] The focus offset resulting in optimum repro-
ducing quality can be measured by the following meth-
ods. The first method involves reproducing data on the
optical disk 23 while changing the focus offset, and
measuring the jitter of the RF signal for each focus offset
to find the focus offset resulting in the smallest jitter. The
second method involves reproducing data on the optical
disk 23 while changing the focus offset, and measuring
the amplitude of the RF signal for each focus offset to

find the focus offset resulting in the largest amplitude.
[0181] The focus offset resulting in optimum recording
quality can be measured by the following methods. The
first method involves recording data onto the optical disk
23 while changing the focus offset, and measuring the
jitter of the RF signal for each focus offset to find the
focus offset resulting in the smallest jitter. The second
method involves recording data onto the optical disk 23
while changing the focus offset, and measuring the am-
plitude of the RF signal for each focus offset to find the
focus offset resulting in the largest amplitude.
[0182] Generally, the focus offset resulting in the op-
timum reproducing quality and the focus offset resulting
in the optimum recording quality are different from each
other. For this reason, in an optical disk device for re-
cording data to and reproducing data from an optical
disk, two offset data tables, that is, the production table
and the recording table become necessary.
[0183] FIG. 13 contains graphs showing the focus off-
set resulting in the optimum reproducing quality and the
focus offset resulting in the optimum recording quality,
for example, obtained with the optical pickup 24.
[0184] As shown in FIG. 13, the difference between
the two sets of offset data obtained with the optical pick-
up 24 is nearly a constant. In this case, it is sufficient to
store only one of the two tables into ROM 26. When re-
cording (or reproducing) data, CPU 28 may read out the
reproduction (or recording) table, and offset the value
by a constant, and then set this modified offset data to
the offset generating unit 31. In this way, it is not neces-
sary to measure two sets of offset data. This reduces
adjustment work before shipment, and makes it possible
to use a ROM of a small capacity.
[0185] CPU 28 may add the offset data read out from
ROM 26 to the FE signal in a seek operation following
the procedure in FIG. 14.
[0186] FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing the operation of
adding the offset data to the FE signal in the sixth em-
bodiment.
[0187] In step a1, CPU 28 reads out a focus offset re-
lated to a target address t. The corresponding target ra-
dius r can be calculated from the target address t.
[0188] Because data stored in ROM 26 are discrete,
if the target radius r is between two adjacent radii stored
in ROM 26, the corresponding optimum focus offset f
can be calculated by the first order approximation from
the two neighboring data points, or by any method other
than the first order approximation.
[0189] In step a2, CPU 28 sets the obtained focus off-
set to the offset generating unit 31.
[0190] In step a3, CPU 28 directs to drive the seek
motor to move the optical pickup 24 to the target address
t. This is the usual seek operation.
[0191] In step a4, CPU 28 reads count in the timer 29.
[0192] In step a5, CPU 28 sets a predetermined value
to the timer 29.
[0193] However, addition of the focus offset to the FE
signal during adjustment of the focusing position of the
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object lens in the focusing direction may disturb the fo-
cusing position adjustment, for example, causing a step-
like response in the adjustment. Therefore, addition of
the focus offset to the FE signal during a recording op-
eration or a reproducing operation may degrade the re-
cording quality or the reproducing quality.
[0194] In the present embodiment, as shown in FIG.
14, the focus offset is added to the FE signal before the
optical pickup 24 is moved for actual use, thus the fo-
cusing position control is not influenced by servo disor-
der, and the focus offset is the optimum value when the
recording operation or the reproducing operation is
started.
[0195] If the recording operation or the reproducing
operation is performed for a relatively long time, the ra-
dial position where the recording operation or the repro-
ducing operation is performed may change, and accord-
ingly the optimum focus offset may change. For this rea-
son, CPU 28 checks the state of the timer 29 periodically
in the recording operation or the reproducing operation
and determines whether a predetermined time period
has elapsed after completion of the seek operation.
CPU 28 interrupts the recording operation or the repro-
ducing operation for a while if the recording operation
or the reproducing operation has been performed con-
tinuously for a predetermined time period after comple-
tion of the seek operation. CPU 28 then restarts the re-
cording operation or the reproducing operation at the in-
terruption address on the optical disk 23.
[0196] Since the seek operation must be performed
when the recording operation or the reproducing oper-
ation is restarted, the operation shown in FIG. 14 is car-
ried out, thus when the recording operation or the repro-
ducing operation is restarted, the position of the object
lens in the focusing direction is adjusted to a position
related to an optimum focus offset corresponding to the
target address.
[0197] The value set to the timer 29 is determined
from variation of the optimum focus offset correspond-
ing to a change of the radial position on the optical disk
23.
[0198] FIG. 15 is a graph showing the variation of an
optimum focus offset in a recording operation or a re-
producing operation.
[0199] In FIG. 15, if the acceptable variation of the fo-
cus offset is dFmax, which is determined by the require-
ment of the recording quality and the reproducing quality
on the optical disk 23, and the optimum focus offset
changes by dFmax when the recording or the reproduc-
ing operation is performed continuously from a radial po-
sition R2 to a radial position R3 on the optical disk 23,
CPU 28 sets to the timer 29 a value less than the time
required to complete the recording operation or the re-
producing operation continuously from a radial position
R2 to a radial position R3 on the optical disk 23. By set-
ting this value sufficiently small compared with dFmax,
which is the largest change of the focus offset in the ra-
dial direction all over optical disk 23, the focus offset can

be set to an optimum value before the recording quality
or the reproducing quality is degraded.
[0200] As shown in FIG. 15, when recording data from
a radial position R1 to the radial position R2 on the op-
tical disk 23, because the value of the focus offset does
not change, it is not necessary to modify the focus offset.
Thus, CPU 28 sets in the timer 29 a value equal to the
time required to complete the recording operation or the
reproducing operation continuously from R1 to R2 be-
fore the recording operation or the reproducing opera-
tion in the region from R1 to R2 starts. As a result, the
recording operation or the reproducing operation has no
need to be interrupted at all, and the recording operation
or the reproducing operation can be performed without
reduction of the transmission rate in the recording oper-
ation or the reproducing operation.
[0201] In this way, CPU 28 sets the value in the timer
29 to be large if the change of the focus offset is small,
and sets the value in the timer 29 to be small if the
change of the focus offset is large; therefore, it is pos-
sible to reduce the number of times of focus offset re-
adjustment, and hence to reduce the number of times
of interruption for the re-adjustment,
[0202] According to the present embodiment, the op-
tical data reproducing device of the present embodiment
includes an optical pickup 24 for recording data to and
reproducing data from the optical disk 23, a focusing er-
ror (FE) signal generating unit 25 for generating a focus-
ing error (FE) signal from the signal output from the op-
tical pickup 24, an offset generating unit 31 for generat-
ing a voltage corresponding to an offset according to a
preset value, an accumulator 27 for adding the offset
value output from the offset generating unit 31 to the FE
signal from the FE signal generating unit 25, a filter cir-
cuit 30 that corrects the signal output from the accumu-
lator 27 for gain compensation and phase compensation
of a focusing servo system, and a driver circuit 32 for
driving a focusing actuator installed in the optical pickup
24 according to the signal output from the filter circuit
30. During a seek operation, an optimum focus offset is
set to the offset generating unit 31, and the seek oper-
ation is ended after a predetermined time period is set
to the timer 29. The state of the timer 29 is monitored in
the recording operation or the reproducing operation af-
ter the seek operation to determine whether the preset
time period has elapsed. If it is elapsed, the recording
operation or the reproducing operation is interrupted for
a while, and the recording operation or the reproducing
operation is restarted at the interruption address on the
optical disk 23. Therefore, it is possible to precisely cor-
rect the focus offset related to the optimum recording
quality that changes along the radial position of the op-
tical disk 23, and thus to obtain an optical disk device
having high recording quality or reproducing quality.
[0203] The time set to the timer 29 is determined by
considering variation of the optimum focus offset with
the radial position on the optical disk 23, which occurs
when the optical pickup 24 moves along the radial di-
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rection of the optical disk 23 in the recording operation
or the reproducing operation. This value is determined
so that the change of the optimum focus offset does not
influence the recording or reproducing quality. There-
fore, it is possible to re-adjust the optimum focus offset
to a new optimum value before the previous optimum
focus offset becomes inappropriate due to movement of
the optical pickup 24 along the radial direction of the op-
tical disk 23 in the recording operation or the reproduc-
ing operation. Thus, it is possible to obtain an optical
disk device having high recording quality or reproducing
quality.
[0204] Because the time set to the timer 29 is deter-
mined by considering the change of the optimum focus
offset, this value is set large in an area where the change
of the focus offset is small, and set small in areas where
the change of the focus offset is large; therefore, it is
possible to reduce the number of times of focus offset
re-adjustment, and hence to reduce the number of times
of interruption for the re-adjustment.
[0205] The ROM 26 is provided to store focus offset
data, which are measured in advance, corresponding to
optimum recording or reproducing quality at a number
of positions on the optical disk 23 at equal intervals and
different radii. In actual recording or reproducing oper-
ations, the focus offset may be read out from ROM 26
and set to the offset generating unit 31. Therefore, in
user's practical use, adjustment when mounting the op-
tical disk 23 is not necessary, and the adjustment time
in mounting can be shortened.
[0206] By providing a jitter measurement unit to
measure the jitter of the reproduced signal, and deter-
mining the optimum focus offset under the condition that
the jitter is the smallest, it is possible to obtain an optical
disk device having higher recording quality or reproduc-
ing quality.

Seventh Embodiment

[0207] FIG. 16 is a view of a configuration of an optical
data recording and reproducing device according to the
seventh embodiment of the present invention.
[0208] The optical data recording and reproducing de-
vice according to the present embodiment basically has
the same configuration as that of the sixth embodiment
as shown in FIG. 10, except that ROM 26 in the seventh
embodiment is replaced by a RF amplitude detection cir-
cuit 33. Below, the same numeral references are used
for the same elements of the optical data recording de-
vice as those in the sixth embodiment, and overlapping
descriptions are omitted.
[0209] The RF amplitude detection circuit 33 meas-
ures an amplitude of a RF signal output from the optical
pickup 24.
[0210] When mounting the optical disk 23, in opera-
tion of reading the RF signal in regions where the RF
signal exist in the inner area of the optical disk 23,, the
RF amplitude detection circuit 33 measures the ampli-

tude of the RF signal output from the optical pickup 24,
and CPU 28 sets appropriate offset data to the offset
generating unit 31 so that the amplitude of the RF signal
measured by the RF amplitude detection circuit 33 be-
comes maximum.
[0211] FIG. 17 is a graph showing a relation between
the focus offset and the radial position of the optical disk
23.
[0212] CPU 28 sets the focus offset in the most pe-
ripheral region (for example, the area near the outer
edge) of the optical disk 23 to be a value (indicated by
F2 in FIG. 17) shifted by a certain value (indicated by
dF in FIG. 17) from the focus offset (indicated by F1 in
FIG. 17) obtained by adjustment in the inner area of the
optical disk 23. As shown in FIG. 17, the radial position
where the focus offset begins to change (that is, the
place where change of the focus offset increases large-
ly) is R1. CPU 28 calculates a focus offset by the first
order approximation from R1 to the most peripheral re-
gion of the optical disk 23, and sets the obtained focus
offset to the offset generating unit 31.
[0213] CPU 28 may adjust the focus offset so that the
measured amplitude of the RF signal becomes a maxi-
mum, alternatively, CPU 28 may use a jitter measure-
ment unit to measure the jitter of the RF signal output
from the optical pickup 24, determine the focus offset
when the jitter is the smallest, and set the obtained focus
offset to the offset generating unit 31.
[0214] For adjustment of the optical disk 23, address
data are recorded in the optical disk 23 in advance. CPU
28 may determine the desired focus offset by utilizing
this signal. For example, when detecting the address
data using this signal, CPU 28 may find the focus offset
when the signal output from the optical pickup 24 has
the optimum quality. Then, CPU 28 may set the obtained
focus offset to the offset generating unit 31. In doing so,
it is possible to make address detection and the record-
ing operation stable.
[0215] For example, CPU 28 may use the ADIP ad-
dress data in the case of DVD+R, DVD+RW; or the LPP
address data in the case of DVD-R, DVD-RW; or the
ATIP address data in the case of CD-R, CD-RW.
[0216] More specifically, CPU 28 may determine the
focus offset under the condition that the amplitude of a
push-pull signal, or a wobbling signal, or an LPP signal
becomes the largest, and set the obtained focus offset
to the offset generating unit 31.
[0217] FIG. 18 is a flowchart showing a method of de-
termining the focus offset in the seventh embodiment.
[0218] When CPU 28 adjusts the focus offset so that
the amplitude of a RF signal becomes the largest or the
jitter of the RF signal becomes the smallest, and sets
the obtained focus offset to the offset generating unit 31,
if the optical disk 23 is a recordable optical disk,
[0219] In step S31, CPU 28 determines whether the
optical disk 23 is unrecorded.
[0220] In step S32, if the optical disk 23 is recorded,
CPU 28 reproduces data in the recorded region.

31 32



EP 1 426 931 A2

18

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0221] In step S33, if the optical disk 23 is unrecorded,
CPU 28 records data in the trial writing region of the op-
tical disk 23.
[0222] In step S34, CPU 28 then reproduces the re-
corded data.
[0223] In step S35, CPU 28 adjusts the focus offset
so that the reproducing quality is optimum, and sets thus
obtained focus offset to the offset generating unit 31.
[0224] Because when data are recorded in the optical
disk 23, the Read-in Area of the optical disk 23 must be
recorded with data, CPU 28 may confirm if data are re-
corded in the Read in Area to determine whether the
optical disk 23 is unrecorded.
[0225] In this way, because CPU 28 reproduces data
in the recorded region of the optical disk 23, and adjusts
the focus offset so that the reproducing quality is opti-
mum, the adjustment before shipment as described in
the sixth embodiment is not necessary, and the equip-
ment for this adjustment is not needed, either.
[0226] In the sixth embodiment, for optical disks hav-
ing characteristics different from the one used for ad-
justment in the factory, the method of the sixth embod-
iment is not applicable. In the present embodiment, be-
cause the optical disk 23 is adjusted in mounting, even
if it has different characteristics from that used for ad-
justment in the factory, the adjustment can be made.
[0227] While adjusting the focus offset in the inner ar-
ea of the optical disk 23 as described above, CPU 28
also adjusts the focus offset in the peripheral area of the
optical disk 23 in the same way. That is, CPU 28 records
data in the trial writing region in the peripheral area of
the optical disk 23, then reproduces the recorded data,
and then adjusts the focus offset so that the reproducing
quality becomes optimum, and sets the thus obtained
focus offset to the offset generating unit 31.
[0228] FIG. 19 is a graph showing a relation between
the focus offset and the radial position of the optical disk
23.
[0229] In FIG. 19, F1 indicates the focus offset ob-
tained in adjustment in the inner area of the optical disk
23, and F2 indicates that obtained in the most peripheral
area of the optical disk 23.
[0230] In this way, it is possible to make focus adjust-
ment suitable to the practical optical disk 23.
[0231] According to the present embodiment, it is pos-
sible to correct the focus offset related to the optimum
recording quality that changes along the radial position
of the optical disk 23, and thus to obtain an optical disk
device having high recording quality or reproducing
quality.
[0232] In addition, it is possible to re-adjust the previ-
ous optimum focus offset to a new optimum value before
the recording quality or the reproducing quality starts to
degrade due to due to movement of the optical pickup
24 along the radial direction of the optical disk 23 in the
recording operation or the reproducing operation.
[0233] Because the time set to the timer 29 is set large
in an area where the change of the focus offset is small,

and set small in areas where the change of the focus
offset is large, it is possible to reduce the number of
times of focus offset re-adjustment, and hence to reduce
the number of times of interruption for the re-adjustment.
[0234] The focus offset that results in the optimum re-
cording quality or the reproducing quality in the inner
area may be measured beforehand when mounting the
optical disk 23. Then, in the region from the inner edge
of the optical disk 23 to a radial position where the focus
offset begins to change noticeably, the focus offset
measured in the inner area is set to the offset generating
unit 31; in the most peripheral region of the optical disk
23, a focus offset shifted by a certain value from the fo-
cus offset measured in the inner area is set to the offset
generating unit 31; in the region from the position where
the focus offset begins to change noticeably to the most
peripheral region of the optical disk 23, a focus offset
calculated by the first order approximation is set to the
offset generating unit 31. Therefore, even when the op-
timum focus offset depends on a specific optical disk, it
is possible to appropriately determine the focus offset
and obtain an optical disk device having high recording
quality or reproducing quality.
[0235] Both the focus offset resulting in the optimum
recording quality or the optimum reproducing quality in
the inner area and the focus offset resulting in the opti-
mum recording or reproducing quality in the peripheral
area may be measured beforehand when mounting the
optical disk 23. Then in the region from the inner edge
of the optical disk 23 to a radial position where the focus
offset begins to change noticeably, the focus offset
measured in the inner area is set to the offset generating
unit 31; in the most peripheral region of the optical disk
23, the focus offset measured in the most peripheral ar-
ea is set to the offset generating unit 31; in the region
from the position where the focus offset begins to
change noticeably to the most peripheral region of the
optical disk 23, a focus offset calculated by the first order
approximation is set to the offset generating unit 31.
[0236] Therefore, since optimum focus offsets in both
the inner area and the peripheral area are measured, it
is possible to obtain an optical disk device having higher
recording or reproducing quality.
[0237] By providing a jitter measurement unit to
measure the jitter of the reproduced signal, and deter-
mining the optimum focus offset under the condition that
the jitter is the smallest, it is possible to obtain an optical
disk device having higher recording or reproducing qual-
ity.
[0238] When the optical disk 23 is not recorded, data
are recorded in the trial writing region of the optical disk
23, and the recorded data are reproduced. Then the fo-
cus offset is adjusted so that the quality of the repro-
duced RF signal is optimum, and thus obtained focus
offset is set to the offset generating unit 31. If the optical
disk 23 is recorded, data in the recorded region are re-
produced to determine the focus offset making the re-
producing quality optimum. Therefore, even if the optical
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disk 23 is unrecorded, it is possible to adjust the opti-
mum focus offset by using the trial writing region and
the RF signal. Further, when the optical disk 23 is re-
corded, data in the recorded region are reproduced with-
out using the trial writing region.
[0239] By providing a unit for measuring the amplitude
of a wobbling signal, and by adjusting the focus offset
so that the amplitude of the wobbling signal becomes a
maximum, it is possible to reliably obtain address data
and synchronization data and to achieve high recording
quality or reproducing quality.
[0240] While the present invention is described above
with reference to specific embodiments chosen for pur-
pose of illustration, it should be apparent that the inven-
tion is not limited to these embodiments, but numerous
modifications could be made thereto by those skilled in
the art without departing from the basic concept and
scope of the invention.
[0241] Summarizing the effect of the invention, even
when a multi-pulse signal is used to drive a laser, it is
possible to maintain the power of the laser to be an op-
timum value during a recording operation, and high re-
cording quality is obtainable all over the optical data re-
cording medium.
[0242] Even when the temperature fluctuation of the
laser is a predominant factor causing reduction of the
recording quality, it is possible to maintain the power of
the laser to be an optimum value during a recording op-
eration, and high recording quality is obtainable all over
the optical data recording medium.
[0243] Even when fluctuation of the sensitivity of the
recording film of the optical data recording medium is a
predominant factor causing reduction of the recording
quality, it is possible to maintain the power of the laser
to be an optimum value during a recording operation,
and high recording quality is obtainable all over the op-
tical data recording medium.
[0244] The time period of recording interruption re-
quired for measurement of the recording state can be
shortened, and thus the total recording time can be
shortened.
[0245] Even if there are defects in the recording re-
gion of the optical data recording medium, the recording
quality of the next recording operation does not degrade
much, therefore, it is possible to obtain stable recording
quality.
[0246] It is possible to maintain the power of the laser
to be an optimum value and high recording quality is ob-
tainable all over the optical recording medium when a
multi-pulse driving signal is used to record data to a
WORM (write once read many) type optical recording
medium, such as a CD-R, or DVD-R. Furthermore, even
when a multi-pulse driving signal is used to record data
to a rewritable optical recording medium, such as a
CD-RW, or DVD-RW, it is also possible to maintain the
power of the laser to be an optimum value and high re-
cording quality is obtainable all over the optical record-
ing medium.

[0247] Since a tilt offset of the optical recording medi-
um when measuring the recording quality is the same
as that when reading data in the trial writing region in
OPC, it is possible to optimize the setting of the tilt offset.
Further, since the optimum power of the laser during a
recording operation, which yields optimum recording
quality, is determined based on the above results, it is
possible to maintain high recording quality throughout
the recording region immediately after OPC.
[0248] It is possible to precisely correct the focus off-
set related to the optimum recording quality that chang-
es along the radial position of the optical recording me-
dium, and thus to obtain an optical disk device having
high recording or reproducing quality.
[0249] It is possible to re-adjust the optimum focus off-
set to a new optimum value before the previous optimum
focus offset becomes inappropriate due to movement of
the optical pickup along the radial direction of the optical
recording medium in a recording operation or the repro-
ducing operation. Thus, it is possible to obtain an optical
disk device having high recording or reproducing quality.
[0250] Because the time set to a timer is set large in
an area where the change of the focus offset is small,
and set small in areas where the change of the focus
offset is large, it is possible to reduce the number of
times of focus offset re-adjustment, and hence to reduce
the number of times of interruption for the re-adjustment.
[0251] It is possible to shorten adjustment time in
mounting.
[0252] It is possible to appropriately determine the fo-
cus offset and obtain an optical disk device having high
recording or reproducing quality even when the opti-
mum focus offset depends on a specific optical record-
ing medium.
[0253] Even if the optical recording medium is unre-
corded, it is possible to adjust the optimum focus offset
by using the trial writing region and the RF signal.
[0254] By using a wobbling signal, it is possible to re-
liably obtain address data and synchronization data and
to achieve high recording quality or reproducing quality.
[0255] This patent application is based on Japanese
Priority Patent Application No. 2002-352655 filed on De-
cember 4, 2002, and Japanese Priority Patent Applica-
tion No. 2003-080989 filed on March 24, 2003, the entire
contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference.

Claims

1. An optical data recording method, comprising the
steps of:

interrupting an operation of recording data in an
optical data recording medium when a prede-
termined amount of data is continuously re-
corded in the optical data recording medium by
using a laser beam emitted from a laser;
measuring a recording state of the optical data
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recording medium immediately before the inter-
ruption;
correcting a recording power of the laser beam
for a next recording operation in the optical data
recording medium based on the measured re-
cording state; and
starting the next recording operation by using
the laser beam with the determined recording
power in the optical data recording medium at
a position immediately after the interruption.

2. The optical data recording method as claimed in
claim 1, wherein

in the step of interrupting, the predetermined
amount of data is determined so that a time period
required for completing recording of the predeter-
mined amount of data is shorter than a time period
over which a recording quality degrades due to a
rise of a temperature of the laser.

3. The optical data recording method as claimed in
claim 1, wherein

in the step of interrupting, the predetermined
amount of data is determined so that a length along
a radial direction of the optical data recoding medi-
um covered by the predetermined amount of data
is shorter than a length over which a recording qual-
ity degrades due to a fluctuation of a sensitivity of
a recording layer of the optical data recoding medi-
um.

4. The optical data recording method as claimed in
claim 1, wherein

in the step of measuring, the recording state
is measured during a seek operation performed for
the next recording operation after the interrupted re-
cording operation.

5. The optical data recording method as claimed in
claim 1, wherein

in the step of correcting, a change of the re-
cording power in each correction is restricted to be
less than a predetermined value.

6. The optical data recording method as claimed in
claim 1, wherein

in the step of measuring, the recording state
of the optical data recording medium is obtained by
measuring an asymmetry of a reproduced signal.

7. The optical data recording method as claimed in
claim 1, wherein

in the step of measuring, the recording state
of the optical data recording medium is obtained by
measuring a modulation of a reproduced signal.

8. An optical data recording device, comprising:

a recording state measurement unit configured
to measure a recording state of an optical data
recording medium;
a recording power calculation unit configured
to calculate a recording power of a laser beam
emitted from a laser for a next recording oper-
ation in the optical data recording medium
based on the measured recording state;
a laser control unit configured to control the la-
ser based on the calculated recording power;
and
a recording control unit configured to interrupt
an operation of recording data in the optical da-
ta recording medium when a predetermined
amount of data is continuously recorded in the
optical data recording medium, direct the re-
cording state measurement unit to measure a
recording state of the optical data recording
medium immediately before the interruption, di-
rect the recording power calculation unit and
the laser control unit to determine a recording
power of the laser beam for a next recording
operation in the optical data recording medium
based on the measured recording state, and
start the next recording operation by using the
laser beam with the determined recording pow-
er in the optical data recording medium at a po-
sition immediately after the interruption.

9. An optical data processing device, comprising an
optical data recording device including:

a recording state measurement unit configured
to measure a recording state of an optical data
recording medium;
a recording power calculation unit configured
to calculate a recording power of a laser beam
emitted from a laser for a next recording oper-
ation in the optical data recording medium
based on the measured recording state;
a laser control unit configured to control the la-
ser based on the calculated recording power;
a recording control unit configured to interrupt
an operation of recording data in the optical da-
ta recording medium when a predetermined
amount of data is continuously recorded in the
optical data recording medium, direct the re-
cording state measurement unit to measure a
recording state of the optical data recording
medium immediately before the interruption, di-
rect the recording power calculation unit and
the laser control unit to determine a recording
power of the laser beam for a next recording
operation in the optical data recording medium
based on the measured recording state, and
start the next recording operation by using the
laser beam with the determined recording pow-
er in the optical data recording medium at a po-
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sition immediately after the interruption.

10. An optical data recording method, comprising the
steps of:

interrupting an operation of recording data in an
optical data recording medium when a prede-
termined amount of data is continuously re-
corded in the optical data recording medium by
using a laser beam emitted from a laser;
measuring a recording state of the optical data
recording medium immediately before the inter-
ruption to measure a recording quality;
correcting a recording power of the laser beam
for a next recording operation in the optical data
recording medium based on the determined re-
cording quality; and
starting the next recording operation by using
the laser beam with the determined recording
power in the optical data recording medium at
a position immediately after the interruption,

wherein
in the step of measuring, the recording quality

is measured in a seek operation performed when
starting the next recording operation after the inter-
rupted recording operation, a setting being made so
that a reading quality is an optimum during the
measurement of the recording quality, and the set-
ting being made so that the recording quality is an
optimum after the measurement of the recording
quality.

11. The optical data recording method as claimed in
claim 10, wherein

in the step of measuring, an offset of a focus
position of a focus servo is set so that the reading
quality is an optimum during the measurement of
the recording quality in the seek operation, and the
offset of the focus position is set so that the record-
ing quality is an optimum after the measurement of
the recording quality.

12. The optical data recording method as claimed in
claim 10, wherein

in the step of measuring, an offset of a tilt of
the optical data recording medium is set so that the
reading quality is an optimum during the measure-
ment of the recording quality in the seek operation,
and the offset of the tilt is set so that the recording
quality is an optimum after the measurement of the
recording quality.

13. An optical data recording device, comprising:

a recording state measurement unit configured
to measure a recording state of an optical data
recording medium to measure a recording qual-

ity;
a recording power calculation unit configured
to calculate a recording power of a laser beam
emitted from a laser for a next recording oper-
ation in the optical data recording medium
based on the measured recording quality;
a laser control unit configured to control the la-
ser based on the calculated recording power;
a recording control unit configured to interrupt
an operation of recording data in the optical da-
ta recording medium when a predetermined
amount of data is continuously recorded in the
optical data recording medium, direct the re-
cording state measurement unit to measure a
recording state of the optical data recording
medium immediately before the interruption, di-
rect the recording power calculation unit and
the laser control unit to determine a recording
power of the laser beam for,a next recording op-
eration in the optical data recording medium
based on the measured recording quality, and
start the next recording operation by using the
laser beam with the determined recording pow-
er in the optical data recording medium at a po-
sition immediately after the interruption; and
a focus position offset setting unit configured to
set an offset of a focus position of a focus servo,

wherein the focus position offset setting unit
sets the offset of the focus position of the focus ser-
vo so that the reading quality is an optimum during
the measurement of the recording quality in the
seek operation, and sets the offset of the focus po-
sition so that the recording quality is an optimum
after the measurement of the recording quality in
the seek operation.

14. An optical data recording device, comprising:

a recording state measurement unit configured
to measure a recording state of an optical data
recording medium to measure a recording qual-
ity;
a recording power calculation unit configured
to calculate a recording power of a laser beam
emitted from a laser for a next recording oper-
ation in the optical data recording medium
based on the measured recording quality;
a laser control unit configured to control the la-
ser based on the calculated recording power;
a recording control unit configured to interrupt
an operation of recording data in the optical da-
ta recording medium when a predetermined
amount of data is continuously recorded in the
optical data recording medium, direct the re-
cording state measurement unit to measure a
recording state of the optical data recording
medium immediately before the interruption, di-
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rect the recording power calculation unit and
the laser control unit to determine a recording
power of the laser beam for a next recording
operation in the optical data recording medium
based on the measured recording quality, and
start the next recording operation by using the
laser beam with the determined recording pow-
er in the optical data recording medium at a po-
sition immediately after the interruption; and
a tilt offset setting unit configured to set an off-
set of a tilt of the optical data recording medium,

wherein the tilt offset setting unit sets the off-
set of the tilt so that the reading quality is an opti-
mum during the measurement of the recording qual-
ity in the seek operation, and sets the offset of the
tilt so that the recording quality is an optimum after
the measurement of the recording quality in the
seek operation.

15. An optical disk device for recording data to or repro-
ducing data from an optical disk, comprising:

an optical pickup that writes data to or reads
data from the optical disk;
a focusing error signal generating unit that gen-
erates a focusing error signal from a signal out-
put from the optical pickup;
an offset generating unit that generates an off-
set of a focusing position according to a preset
value;
an accumulator that adds the offset to the fo-
cusing error signal and outputs the summed
signal;
a filter circuit that adjusts a gain and a phase of
a focusing servo system based on the summed
signal from the accumulator; and
a driver circuit that drives the optical pickup ac-
cording to a signal output from the filter circuit,

wherein
in a seek operation, an optimum offset of the

focusing position is set to the offset generating unit
as the preset value, and the seek operation is fin-
ished after setting a time period in a timer;

in a recording operation or a reproducing op-
eration after the seek operation, a count in the timer
is monitored to determine whether the time period
set in the timer has elapsed; and

the recording operation or reproducing oper-
ation is interrupted when the time period set in the
timer has elapsed, and a next seek operation is per-
formed and a next recording operation or a next re-
producing operation is started at a position of the
interruption.

16. The optical disk device as claimed in claim 15,
wherein

the time period set to the timer is determined
so that a variation of the optimum of the offset of the
focus position due to movement of the optical pick-
up along a radial position on the optical disk in the
recording operation or the reproducing operation
does not influence a recording quality or a repro-
ducing quality.

17. The optical disk device as claimed in claim 15,
wherein

the time period set to the timer is determined
based on a variation of the optimum of the offset of
the focus position.

18. The optical disk device as claimed in claim 15, fur-
ther comprising a storage unit configured to store
focus offset data measured in advance and corre-
sponding to optimum recording or reproducing
quality at a plurality of positions on the optical disk
at different radii and at equal intervals;

wherein
the focus offset data corresponding to one of

the positions is read out from the storage unit and
set to the offset generating unit in the recording op-
eration or the reproducing operation as the offset
added to the focusing error signal.

19. The optical disk device as claimed in claim 15,
wherein

when mounting the optical disk, an offset of
the focus position resulting in the optimum record-
ing quality or the optimum reproducing quality is
measured beforehand in an inner area of the optical
disk;

in a region from a most inner area of the op-
tical disk to a radial position of the optical disk where
a change of the offset of the focus position begins
to increase, the measured offset of the focus posi-
tion is set to the offset generating unit;

in a most peripheral region of the optical disk,
an offset of the focus position obtained by shifting
the offset measured in the inner area by a preset
value is set to the offset generating unit; and

in a region from the position where the change
of the offset of the focus position begins to increase
to the most peripheral region of the optical disk, an
offset calculated by a first order approximation is set
to the offset generating unit.

20. The optical disk device as claimed in claim 15,
wherein

when mounting the optical disk, offsets of the
focus position resulting in the optimum recording
quality or the optimum reproducing quality are
measured beforehand in an inner area and a pe-
ripheral area of the optical disk, respectively;

in a region from a most inner area of the op-
tical disk to a radial position of the optical disk where
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a change of the offset of the focus position begins
to increase, the offset measured in the inner area
is set to the offset generating unit;

in the most peripheral region of the optical
disk, the offset measured in the peripheral area is
set to the offset generating unit; and

in a region from the position where the change
of the offset of the focus position begins to increase
to the most peripheral region of the optical disk, an
offset of the focus position calculated by a first order
approximation is set to the offset generating unit.

21. The optical disk device as claimed in claim 19, fur-
ther comprising a jitter measurement unit config-
ured to measure a jitter of the reproduced signal
from the pickup,

wherein
the optimum of the offset of the focus position

is determined under a condition that the jitter is the
smallest.

22. The optical disk device as claimed in claim 19, fur-
ther comprising an amplitude measurement unit
configured to measure an amplitude of the repro-
duced signal from the pickup,

wherein
the optimum of the offset of the focus position

is determined under a condition that the amplitude
is the highest.

23. The optical disk device as claimed in claim 21,
wherein

if the optical disk is not recorded, data are re-
corded in a trial recording region of the optical disk;
and

the data recorded in the trial recording region
are reproduced to determine the offset of the focus
position that results in the optimum of the reproduc-
ing quality.

24. The optical disk device as claimed in claim 22,
wherein if the optical disk is recorded, data in a re-
corded region of the optical disk are reproduced to
determine the offset of the focus position that re-
sults in the optimum of the reproducing quality un-
der a condition that an amplitude of the reproduced
signal is the highest.

25. The optical disk device as claimed in claim 19, fur-
ther comprising a wobbling signal amplitude meas-
urement unit configured to measure an amplitude
of a wobbling signal;

wherein the optimum of the offset of the focus
position is determined under a condition that the
amplitude of the wobbling signal is the highest.

43 44



EP 1 426 931 A2

24



EP 1 426 931 A2

25



EP 1 426 931 A2

26



EP 1 426 931 A2

27



EP 1 426 931 A2

28



EP 1 426 931 A2

29



EP 1 426 931 A2

30



EP 1 426 931 A2

31



EP 1 426 931 A2

32



EP 1 426 931 A2

33



EP 1 426 931 A2

34



EP 1 426 931 A2

35


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

