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Description

Technical Field

[0001] This invention relates to systems for under-
ground pipe bursting and replacement.

Background of the Invention

[0002] A variety of systems are now known for the in-
stallation of underground pipes, particularly for the re-
placement of an existing deteriorated pipe. Pneumatic
impact tools that bore horizontal holes or burst existing
pipelines are in widespread use. See, for example, Went-
worth et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,025,868. In one widely
practiced method, a pneumatic impact boring tool is sent
through the existing pipeline such that the head of the
tool, which may be provided with blades that apply in-
tense local pressure to the existing pipe, fractures or
splits the existing pipe. See, for example, Streatfield et.
al. U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,720,211, 4,738,565 and 4,505,302.
A replacement pipe, typically made of plastic such as
HDPE, is drawn along behind the boring tool. This proc-
ess has proven effective commercially because it bursts
the old pipe and replaces it with a new pipe at the same
time. However, exhaust from the impact tool is vented
into the interior of the replacement pipe, which is unac-
ceptable for certain types of pipe installations, such as
gas and water lines.
[0003] Directional drilling machines are less effective
for pipe bursting, especially for hard to burst pipes like
cast iron, because the steady pushing force of the drill
string lacks the impact power of a pneumatic impact bor-
ing tool. Thus, in some instances, a directional borer or
winch is used to pull a pneumatic impact tool through an
existing pipeline in order to burst the existing pipe and
pull in the replacement pipe. These alternatives are ef-
fective but require considerable equipment and manual
labor.
[0004] Wentworth U.S. Patent No. 5,782,311 de-
scribes a pipe bursting apparatus using a directional bor-
ing machine capable of simultaneously rotating and pull-
ing a drill string and an impact tool connectable to the
drill string. The impact tool includes a tubular housing
ending in a front bursting head, an input shaft, bearings
supporting the input shaft for rotation within the housing,
a striker disposed for reciprocation within the housing to
deliver impacts to a front anvil, and a drive mechanism
for simultaneously pulling the impact tool forward in re-
sponse to a pulling force on the input shaft and for recip-
rocating the striker to drive the tool forward by the action
of cyclic impacts on the front anvil. The apparatus can
carry out a pipe bursting operation in a manner that elim-
inates the need to use a separate pneumatic impact tool
to burst the existing pipe. The present invention provides
an impactor which operates using a pressure fluid such
as compressed air, and which can be readily used with
existing directional boring machines.

[0005] A number of cable operated static bursting sys-
tems have been used for pipe bursting. Carter et al. PCT
Publication WO 98/30350 describes a pipe bursting sys-
tem that makes use of a relatively small, light weight hy-
draulic cable puller to pull a pipe bursting mole. Fisk et
al. U.S. Patent Nos. 4,983,071 and 5,078,546 describe
a cable-drawn tool backed by an impact tool and provided
with a blade for slitting and expanding a steel gas main.
Wentworth et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,269,889 illustrates
another bursting method wherein a pneumatic tool drawn
by a conventional winch is used for pipe bursting. In gen-
eral systems, that rely only on static pulling force either
cannot handle large pipe sizes or require a very large,
powerful pulling system that is expensive and labor in-
tensive to use. System combining pulling force with an
impact tool have been able to handle larger pipe sizes
than comparable static force only systems, but difficulties
have been encountered with starting and stopping the
tool during a run. When the tool is far down the bore, it
can be difficult to re-start the tool. The present invention
addresses this disadvantage among others.

Summary of the Invention

[0006] An impactor of the invention for use with a di-
rectional boring machine having a drill string includes a
bursting head having a rearwardly opening recess and
a front end opening that communicates with the recess,
an inlet pipe connected at its front end to a distal end of
the drill string and extending into the recess of the burst-
ing head through the front end opening, a striker mounted
for sliding movement along the inlet pipe, a distributing
mechanism responsive to pressure fluid supplied
through the drill string and inlet pipe to cause the striker
to reciprocate in the rearwardly opening recess of the
head to deliver forward impacts against the bursting
head, a tubular housing in which the striker and distrib-
uting mechanism are mounted, a pulling connection by
which the impactor can be pulled by the drill string while
the striker is delivering impacts against the head in the
same direction as a pulling force exerted by the drill string,
and a valve which regulates supply of pressure fluid to
the distributing mechanism. The bursting head is prefer-
ably slidably mounted on the inlet pipe and moves for-
ward relative to the inlet pipe and drill string in response
to an impact of the striker against the bursting head. The
tubular housing, needed to provide sealed pressure
chambers, may comprise a separate tool body, an ex-
tension of the bursting head, or a front end portion of the
plastic replacement pipe, as explained hereafter.
[0007] In a preferred form of the invention, a valve is
provided in the inlet pipe which can shut off flow of pres-
sure fluid, such as in response to relaxation of pulling
force on the drill string that changes the relative position
of the inlet tube and the bursting head. The distributing
mechanism expels exhaust air rearwardly out of the tu-
bular housing, and typically suitable means is provided
for pulling the replacement pipe along behind the bursting
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head. For example, the replacement pipe may be se-
cured in the rearwardly opening recess of the head, such
that a front end portion of the replacement pipe forms the
tubular housing.
[0008] The distributing mechanism of the impactor
may be of any suitable type, but one preferred mecha-
nism includes a rearwardly opening recess in the striker,
a radial outlet hole in the striker communicating with the
recess, a rear seal bearing by which the striker slidingly,
sealingly engages an inner surface of the tubular hous-
ing, a radial outlet hole in the inlet pipe permitting pres-
sure fluid to enter the rearwardly opening recess in the
striker from the inlet pipe, and a sleeve mounted on the
inlet pipe rearwardly of the radial outlet hole therein in
sliding, sealing contact with an inner surface of the striker
inside the recess, forming a rear pressure chamber in
the recess ahead of the sleeve. Pressure fluid in the rear
pressure chamber causes a forward stroke of the striker
resulting in an impact against the bursting head, and
causes the radial outlet hole in the striker to move past
a front edge of the sleeve. This in turn causes pressure
fluid from the rear pressure chamber to pass outwardly
to a front pressure chamber outside of the striker between
the striker and the tubular housing, thereby causing the
striker to move rearwardly until the radial outlet hole in
the striker moves past a rear edge of the sleeve. The
front pressure chamber then exhausts, and a new for-
ward stroke of the striker begins. The sleeve of the dis-
tributing mechanism may be mounted on the inlet tube,
so that no rear assembly for securing the distributing
mechanism to the tubular housing is needed. "Radial" in
the context of the invention means in a direction leading
outwardly from a central axis, but is not limited to a di-
rection that is perpendicular to a central axis. A radial
outlet hole could, for example, also be slanted in a length-
wise direction.
[0009] An alternative pneumatic impact mechanism
according to the invention can be used to advantage in
a pipe bursting impactor and can be adapted to impact
tools of other types, such as underground piercing tools
and jack hammers. Such a mechanism includes as gen-
eral components a tubular body having a rearwardly
opening recess and a front end opening that communi-
cates with the recess, an inlet pipe connectable at its
front end to a source of pressure fluid and extending into
the recess of the body through the front end opening, a
striker mounted for sliding movement along the inlet pipe
and an inside surface of the body for delivering forward
impacts, the striker having a rearwardly opening recess
and a front central opening of smaller diameter than the
recess and which communicates with the recess, through
which front opening the air inlet pipe extends, and a dis-
tributing mechanism responsive to pressure fluid sup-
plied through the inlet pipe to cause the striker to recip-
rocate in a cycle. The distributing mechanism includes a
radial hole in the inlet pipe permitting pressure fluid from
inside the inlet pipe to enter the rearwardly opening re-
cess in the striker, a sleeve mounted at a rear of the inlet

pipe in slidable, sealing relationship with a wall of the
rearwardly opening recess in the striker, forming a pres-
sure chamber for driving the striker forwardly, a first pas-
sage for permitting pressure fluid from the rear pressure
chamber to enter a front pressure chamber ahead of the
striker to move the striker rearwardly after an impact,
which passage is isolated from the rear pressure cham-
ber during a part of the striker cycle in which the striker
is propelled forwardly, and a second passage for ex-
hausting the front pressure chamber after the striker has
moved rearwardly a sufficient distance. Such a mecha-
nism avoids the need for providing a radial hole through
a thin tubular wall of the striker, which has been a frequent
cause of breakage in "step bushing" style underground
piercing tools going back to Sudnishnikov et al. U.S Pat-
ent Nos. 3,410,354 and 3,756,328.
[0010] According to another aspect of the invention, a
pulling adapter is provided which can be attached to the
rear end of the bursting head. The adapter has a sealing
wall therein which prevents exhaust from the distributing
mechanism from entering the replacement pipe, and ex-
haust holes permitting exhaust from the distributing
mechanism to pass outside of the pulling adapter and
replacement pipe. If the pulling adapter is made of plastic,
it can be coaxially welded to a leading end of the replace-
ment pipe.
[0011] The invention further provides an apparatus for
use with a directional boring machine having a drill string
for widening an existing hole. Such a system includes a
head having a front nose portion and a rear, hole-widen-
ing portion of greater external diameter than the nose
portion, and a ball joint in front of the nose portion con-
figured for connecting the head to a drill string and per-
mitting swiveling of the head relative to the drill string.
The head may, for example, be an impactor that is pulled
without rotation, or a back reamer that is rotated while
being pulled to widen the existing hole. The ball joint may
be provided with a passage therethrough for passing
pressure fluid from the drill string to operate a pneumatic
impactor. An adapter may be provided having a front end
portion configured for connection to a leading end of the
drill string and a mechanical coupling that connects a
rear end portion of the adapter to a front end portion of
the ball joint.
[0012] The invention in another aspect provides meth-
ods for replacement of an existing pipeline using a direc-
tional boring machine having a drill string and an impactor
mounted at a terminal end of the drill string. In one such
method, the impactor includes a bursting head, a striker
which delivers impacts to the bursting head, and a pres-
sure fluid-actuated impact mechanism. The method com-
prises:

(a) inserting the drill string through the pipeline;
(b) connecting a distal end of the drill string to the
impactor;
(c) pulling the drill string and impactor into the pipe-
line while drawing a replacement pipe behind the
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impactor with a front end opening of the replacement
pipe in a sealed condition;
(d) operating the impactor as needed to burst the
pipeline by supplying a pressure fluid to operate the
impactor, the pressure fluid including a lubricant; and
(e) injecting exhaust pressure fluid including the lu-
bricant from the impactor outside the impactor and
replacement pipe. A baffle or spout may be used to
direct the pressure fluid rearwardly towards the re-
placement pipe. This both avoids contaminating the
inside of the pipe with the exhaust and aids in install-
ing the new pipe.

[0013] In another method for replacement of an exist-
ing pipeline of the invention, the pressure fluid-actuated
impact mechanism has a valve regulating supply of pres-
sure fluid to the impactor. The method includes the steps
of:

(a) inserting the drill string through the pipeline;
(b) connecting a distal end of the drill string to the
impactor;
(c) pulling the drill string and impactor into the pipe-
line while drawing a replacement pipe behind the
impactor;
(d) actuating the impactor by pulling on the drill string,
which causes the valve to supply pressure fluid to
the impact mechanism; and
(e) stopping the impactor by reducing pulling force
on the drill string. This eliminates the need to man-
ually stop and start the impactor during bursting op-
eration.

[0014] The invention further provides a method and
apparatus for replacement of an underground pipe
wherein a cable or other flexible pulling implement (such
as a chain) can be used to pull the impactor. An impactor
according this aspect of the invention includes a bursting
head having a rearwardly opening recess, a striker
mounted for sliding movement within the head, a distrib-
uting mechanism responsive to pressure fluid supplied
through an inlet to cause the striker to reciprocate in the
rearwardly opening recess of the head to deliver forward
impacts against the head, and a pulling connection by
which the impactor can be pulled while the striker is de-
livering impacts against the head in the same direction
as a pulling force. A length of a flexible pulling implement
such as a cable is engagable to the connection at the
front end of the impactor for delivering the pulling force.
A cable pulling system pulls the cable in a plurality of
repeated cyclic pulling strokes. Such a system includes
one or more holders such as collets that engage the cable
and one or more cylinders each having a movable piston
operative to move the holders along the pulling stroke.
In a preferred embodiment, an inlet pipe extends into the
recess of the head for supplying compressed air to the
distributing mechanism, and a valve in the inlet pipe shuts
off flow of pressure fluid to the distributing mechanism

when closed. The pulling connection may be disposed
at a front end of the inlet pipe, whereby the valve is
opened by pulling on the pulling connection with a pulling
device and closed by relaxation of pulling force exerted
by the pulling device.
[0015] A method for replacement of an underground
pipe using such an apparatus includes the steps of:

(a) inserting a cable through an existing pipeline from
a first end to a second end thereof;
(b) connecting a free end of the cable extending from
the second end of the pipeline to an impactor, which
impactor includes a bursting head having a rear-
wardly opening recess, a striker mounted for sliding
movement within the head, a distributing mechanism
responsive to pressure fluid supplied through an inlet
to cause the striker to reciprocate in the rearwardly
opening recess of the head to deliver forward im-
pacts against the head, and a pulling connection to
which the cable is connected;
(c) pulling the impactor with the cable using a cable
pulling system disposed at the first end of the pipe-
line, which cable pulling system pulls the cable in a
plurality of repeated cyclic pulling strokes and in-
cludes a holder that engages the cable and a cylinder
having a movable piston operative to move the hold-
er along the pulling stroke;
(d) operating the impactor to deliver impacts against
the head in the same direction as the pulling force
during a cyclic pulling stroke; and
(e) reducing operation of the impactor between cyclic
pulling strokes so that the impactor does not sub-
stantially move between strokes. "Reducing" in this
context means lessening the impact force delivered
by the striker to the bursting head, generally by re-
ducing the supply of compressed air or pressure fluid
to the impactor partially or completely, as explained
further hereafter. These and other aspects of the in-
vention are discussed in the detailed description that
follows.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0016] In the accompanying drawings, like numerals
represent like elements except where section lines are
indicated:

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of an installation
according to a method of the invention;
Figure 2 is an enlarged view of the impactor shown
in Figure 1;
Figure 3 is a lengthwise section taken along the line
3-3, showing the striker in contact with the anvil sur-
face of the bursting head;
Figure 4 is the same view as Figure 3, with the striker
retracted to it exhaust position;
Figure 5 is the same view as Figure 3, with the burst-
ing head in position to shut off the air valve;
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Figure 6 is a partial, rear end view of an alternative
embodiment of the impactor of the invention;
Figure 7 is a lengthwise section along the line 7-7 in
Figure 6;
Figure 8 is a side view of a second embodiment of
an impactor according to the invention in an inoper-
ative position;
Figure 9 is a lengthwise sectional view of the impac-
tor of Figure 8;
Figure 10 is a side view of the second embodiment
of an impactor according to Figures 8 and 9, in an
operative position;
Figure 11 is a lengthwise sectional view of the im-
pactor of Figure 10;
Figure 12 is a cross sectional view taken along the
line 12-12 in Figure 10;
Figure 13 is a cross sectional view taken along the
line 13-13 in Figure 10;
Figure 14 is a cross sectional view taken along the
line 14-14 in Figure 10;
Figure 15 is a side view, partly in lengthwise section,
of the impactor of Figures 8 through 14 in a bent
position;
Figure 16 is a rear view of the impactor of Figure 15;
Figure 17 is an enlarged view of the ball joint and
valve mechanism shown in Figure 9;
Figure 18 is a schematic diagram of a method of
removing an impactor according to the invention
from a manhole;
Figure 19 is a side view of a back reamer provided
with a ball joint according to the invention;
Figure 20 is a side view of an alternative impactor
according to the invention which can be pulled by a
cable or chain;
Figure 21 is a lengthwise sectional view taken along
the line 21-21 in Figure 20;
Figure 22 is a cross sectional view taken along the
line 22-22 in Figure 20;
Figure 23 is a cross sectional view taken along the
line 23-23 in Figure 20;
Figure 24 is a cross sectional view taken along the
line 24-24 in Figure 20;
Figure 25 is a lengthwise sectional view of the im-
pactor of Figure 20, at a 90 degree angle to Figure 21;
Figure 26 is the same view as Figure 21, but showing
the valve in a closed position;
Figure 27 is a schematic diagram of a further method
of the invention using the impactor of Figures 20-26;
Figure 28 is a front view of a further embodiment of
an impactor according to the invention;
Figure 29 is a lengthwise section taken along the line
29-29 in Figure 28;
Figure 30 is a lengthwise section taken along the line
30-30 in Figure 28;
Figure 31 is the same view as Figure 29, taken with
the striker in a retracted position;
Figure 32 is the same view as Figure 30, taken with
the striker in a retracted position;

Figure 33 is the same view as Figure 29, taken with
the valve in an off position;
Figure 34 is the same view as Figure 30, taken with
the valve in an off position; and
Figure 35 is an enlarged view of a midportion of Fig-
ure 34.

[0017] While the making and using of various embod-
iments of the present invention are discussed in detail
below, it should be appreciated that the present invention
provides many applicable inventive concepts which can
be embodied in a wide variety of specific contexts. The
specific embodiments discussed herein are merely illus-
trative of specific ways to make and use the invention
and are not to limit the scope of the invention.

Detailed Description

[0018] Referring to Figure 1, a pipe bursting and re-
placement system 10 according to the invention includes
an impactor 11 pulled by a directional drilling machine
12 by means of a drill string 13. Impactor 11 is positioned
at a starting location, such as a manhole or entrance pit
14, and pulled through an existing pipeline 16, bursting
it into fragments 17 which remain in the ground. The re-
placement pipe 18 is drawn along behind impactor 11
and occupies the same space as the existing pipeline.
[0019] Impactor 11 as shown in Figures 2-5 includes
an impact mechanism that aids in boring through the
ground or bursting an existing pipe. Impactor 11 includes
a central air inlet tube 21 that may be connected either
directly or by means of an adapter 22 to the terminal end
of drill string 13. A conical shell or bursting head 23 is
mounted on the outside of tube 21 in close sliding contact
therewith. A shoulder 24 leading to an enlarged outer
diameter rear portion of tube 21 engages a slanted step
26 on the inner surface of head 23 so that pulling the drill
string 13 pulls head 23 forward into contact with the ex-
isting pipeline or borehole. The replacement pipe18 fits
into a rear end opening 27 in head 23 and is secured
therein by fasteners such as screws inserted through ra-
dial holes 28 through a rear cylindrical portion of head
23. Pipe 18 is typically made of plastic, and as such
screws used for this purpose tap directly into pipe 18.
For purposes of the invention, pipe 18 may comprise the
front end portion of the actual pipe 18 or a separate plastic
tool body (which may be slightly thicker than pipe 18 as
illustrated) to which an end of pipe 18 is welded, as de-
scribed in commonly assigned Wentworth U.S. Patent
No. 6,269,889, issued August 7, 2001.
[0020] A striker 31 is mounted at its front end on the
outer surface of tube 21 rearwardly of head 23. During
operation, a pressure fluid such as compressed air fed
through tube 21 can be used to reciprocate striker 31,
causing it to deliver rapid impacts to a rearwardly facing
inner anvil surface 32 of head 23. For this purpose, com-
pressed air is fed from machine 12 through drill string 13
and into tube 21. Tube 21 has a front central flow passage
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33 that leads to an internal valve 34. Valve 34 controls
operation of the impact mechanism. Front flow passage
33 ends as shown in one or more radial passages 36
which form part of valve 34. In the position shown in Fig-
ure 3, passages 36 communicate with an annular groove
37 on the inner surface of head 23. Compressed air can
flow from passages 36 through groove 37 to a second
set of radial passages 38 rearwardly of passages 36.
Passages 38 pass compressed air in turn to a rear flow
passage 39 in tube 21 through to a series of rear radial
passages 41 located towards the rear end of tube 21,
which end is sealed as by a cap 42.
[0021] By this means, the compressed air is directed
into a rear pressure chamber 43. formed by a rearwardly
opening recess 45 in striker 31 and a sleeve 44 secured
on tube 21 rearwardly of holes 41. Seals 46 mounted in
annular grooves on the outside of sleeve 44 are in sliding,
sealed engagement with the inner surface of striker 31.
As a result, compressed air in chamber 43 can only es-
cape through radial ports 47 into an annular front (vari-
able) pressure chamber 48. An annular seal 51 on a rear
outer surface of striker 31 prevents compressed air from
escaping from front chamber 48. As a consequence, the
greater frontal surface area of striker 31 causes the net
force exerted by the compressed air to move the striker
31 rearwardly until ports 47 pass over the rear edge of
sleeve 44 as shown in Figure 4. At this point, the front
pressure chamber 48 exhausts into the interior of the
replacement pipe 18, the pressure in constant pressure
chamber 43 becomes greater than the pressure in front
chamber 48, and striker 31 is propelled forwardly until it
impacts against anvil surface 32. The cycle then repeats
as long as the valve 34 remains open. In this embodi-
ment, the impact mechanism is sized to fit closely inside
of pipe 18 and use pipe 18 as the impact tool body, elim-
inating the need for an expensive steel tool body. Unlike
strikers commonly used in pneumatic ground piercing
tools, striker 31 slides along the outside of tube 21 but
preferably does not engage the inside of pipe 18 or a
corresponding metal tool body anywhere other than at
rear seal 51.
[0022] Bursting head 23, unlike the body of a typical
pneumatic piercing tool, is preferably free to move for-
ward relative to the rest of impactor 11 in response to the
impact it receives from striker 31 over a short distance
D. An enlarged diameter front portion of the adapter 22
defines a stop for the front end 56 of head 23, but in
practice distance D is selected so that head 23 does not
move forward more than a very limited distance, prefer-
ably slightly less than distance D, typically about 2,5 to
12.5 mm (0.1 to 0.5 inch) during normal operation. The
resistance of the ground and/or existing pipeline ahead
of head 23, together with the inertia of the replacement
pipe 18, limits such forward movement. Decoupling head
23 from the drill string 13 is preferred in the invention
because a fixed expander would permit impacts from the
striker to be directly transmitted to the drill string, dam-
aging both drill string 13 and directional boring machine

12. To the extent this movement closes air valve 34 fully
or partially, the constant pulling force exerted by the drill
string after the impact will reopen valve 34.
[0023] In the alternative, if the expander is not move-
able relative to the inlet tube, then it is preferred to inter-
pose a soft link or cable between the terminal end of the
drill string and the front of impactor 11, so that the impact
force is not transmitted back through the drill string during
an impact, but the impactor 11 can still be pulled by the
drill string. For this purpose, it may be necessary to pro-
vide both a cable connection (for pulling) and a separate
air hose for conducting compressed air from the drill
string to the head, with resulting inconvenience to the
operator.
[0024] For some boring operations, such as installa-
tion of a gas or water line, it may be desirable to avoid
contaminating the inside of the replacement pipe with the
impactor exhaust, which carries with it oil and other con-
taminants. For this purpose, as shown in Figures 6 and
7, a separate tool body 71 which may be all plastic, or
may comprise a front metal portion 76 coupled to a rear
plastic portion 77 by screws, threads, or the like. Plastic
rear portion 76 has a sealing end wall 78 and one or more
radial holes 79 just ahead of wall 72. In the alternative,
the leading end of the replacement pipe can be towed
along behind the impactor in a conventional manner, with
a removable cap secured over its open end to prevent
contamination. By such means, during the exhaust part
of the cycle, compressed air leaving the front pressure
chamber can escape to the outside of pipe 18. An over-
hanging flange 74 or one-way valve mechanism can be
used to prevent debris from entering through holes 79
during periods when space 81 ahead of end wall 78 is
not pressurized. If tool body 71 or rear portion 77 is plastic
of the same type as pipe 18, the two may be welded
together end to end and later sawed apart when the run
is finished as described in Wentworth U.S. Patent No.
6,269,889.
[0025] According to a preferred version of this embod-
iment, the pressure fluid used to power the impact mech-
anism includes a foaming agent of a type known in the
art which causes compressed air to turn into a lubricant
foam upon depressurization. The exhaust will then be-
come a foam on the outside of the pipe 18 that lubricates
it and eases its passage into the ground, improving boring
efficiency due to less friction between the replacement
pipe and the ground, and reducing damage to the new
pipe as it is dragged through the ground with fragments
of the old pipe around it.
[0026] When the unit is running, valve 34 is open as
discussed above and shown in Figures 3 and 4. However,
when the drill string stops exerting a pulling force on im-
pactor 11, head 23 moves to its frontwardmost position
as shown in Figure 5. Annular groove 37 becomes iso-
lated from rear radial passages 38, cutting off the supply
of compressed air to the impact mechanism and causing
the striker to stop. The impact mechanism then restarts
when pulling force exerted by the drill string once again
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causes the valve to open as shown in Figures 3 and 4.
In this manner, the movement of head 23 over a limited
range serves a dual purpose in acting both as a shutoff
valve and protecting the drill string from impacts.
[0027] In operation, such as shown in Figure 1, drill
string 13 is first sent through the existing pipeline to the
starting location. This is preferably accomplished by op-
erating the directional drilling machine 12 with a conven-
tional drill bit to bore from a first surface location 15 on
the ground surface to the exit location, such as an exit
pit or manhole 19. The drill string is then extended
through the existing pipeline 16 to the entry location, such
as an entry pit or manhole 14. Here the bit is reattached,
and the boring machine drills upwardly to a second sur-
face location 20. If necessary, a deflection plate posi-
tioned at the bottom of manhole 14 can be used to direct
the drill string 13 upwardly at the desired angle, or chains
pulled by a winch can be used to pull the drill string up-
wardly in manhole 14. When the bit and drill string reach
the second surface location 20, the bit is removed and
replaced by impactor 11, and replacement pipe 18 is at-
tached to the back of impactor 11 by screws or welding
as discussed above, or by other suitable means such as
a pipe pulling adapter.
[0028] The drill string is then pulled back down to the
entry pit or manhole 14 to begin the run. Machine 12 is
then operated to pull impactor 11 back to the exit location
19 as shown while supplying compressed air or other
fluid through the inside of the drill string to operate the
impact mechanism. Each time a new section of drill rod
must be added, valve 34 causes the impact mechanism
to stop automatically in response to the reduced tension
on the drill string as described above, without need for
the operator to control the operation of the impactor man-
ually. This is a key advantage of the present invention in
that virtually all pipe bursting systems presently in com-
mercial use operate intermittently, not continuously. The
impactor must stop while the operator adds or removes
another rod to the drill string, or between strokes in the
case of hydraulic pulling systems. When impactor 11
emerges into the exit pit or manhole 19, it can be discon-
nected from replacement pipe 18, and the entire mech-
anism pulled out of the pipe and removed through the
mouth of manhole 19.
[0029] The impact mechanism of the invention can de-
liver powerful impacts with a much simpler impact mech-
anism than systems that rely on rotation of the drill string,
spring force or the like to propel the striker. The use of
foam injected outside of the hole of the replacement pipe
will lubricate the replacement pipe, making it easier to
pull. The foregoing structure decoupling the head so that
it can move relative to the drill string greatly reduces wear
on the drill string and boring machine, but without need
for additional connectors such as a soft link.
[0030] Figures 8 to 17 illustrate an alternative impactor
211 according to the invention. Impactor 211 includes a
central air inlet tube 221 that may be connected either
directly or by means of an adapter 222 to the terminal

end of drill string 13. However, in this embodiment, adapt-
er 222 is connected to tube 221 by a ball joint 201 de-
scribed hereafter. A stepped conical shell or bursting
head 223 is mounted on the outside of tube 221 in close
sliding contact therewith. A shoulder 224 of tube 221 en-
gages a slanted step 226 on the inner surface of head
223 so that pulling the drill string 13 pulls head 223 for-
ward into contact with the existing pipeline or borehole.
The replacement pipe18 fits into a rear end opening 227
in head 223 and is secured therein by fasteners such as
screws inserted through radial holes 228 through a rear
cylindrical portion of head 223. In this embodiment, head
223 has sufficient length to house the entire impact mech-
anism; the replacement pipe is not used as the tool body.
[0031] A striker 231 is mounted at its front end on the
outer surface of tube 221 rearwardly of head 223. During
operation, as in the preceding embodiment, a pressure
fluid such as compressed air fed through tube 221 recip-
rocates striker 231, causing it to deliver rapid impacts to
a rearwardly facing inner anvil surface 232 of head 223.
For this purpose, compressed air is fed from machine 12
through drill string 13, adapter 222, and ball joint 201 into
tube 221. Tube 221 has a front central flow passage 233
that leads to an internal valve 234 that controls operation
of the impact mechanism. Front flow passage 233 ends
in one or more rearwardly angled, radial passages 236
which form part of valve 234. Passages 236 communi-
cate with an annular groove 237 on the inner surface of
head 223. Compressed air can flow from passages 236
through groove 237 to a second set of radial passages
238 rearwardly of passages 236 when in the open posi-
tion shown in Figure 11. Passages 238 pass compressed
air to a rear flow passage 239 in tube 221 through to a
series of rear radial passages 241 located towards the
rear end of tube 221, which end is sealed as by a cap
242. By this means, the compressed air is directed into
a rear pressure chamber 243 formed by a rearwardly
opening recess 245 in striker 231 and a sleeve 244 se-
cured on tube 221 rearwardly of holes 241. Seals 246
mounted in annular grooves on the outside of sleeve 244
are in sliding, sealed engagement with the inner surface
of striker 31. The rear end of tube 221 is sealed by a
cover plate 247 that is secured by bolts 249 to the back
of sleeve 244.
[0032] At this point, the impact mechanism differs sub-
stantially from the prior embodiment. No radial ports
through the striker similar to ports 47 are provided. In-
stead, air inlet tube 211 has a front, enlarged diameter
portion 301 that sealingly engages the inside of head
223. Passages 236, 238 open at the front and rear ends
of front portion 301, respectively. When impactor 11 is in
its off position as shown in Figure 9, an annular passage
302 extending frontwardly between the outside of tube
221 and the inside of striker 231 is sealed off from a front
variable volume pressure chamber 248, effectively pro-
viding a second valve for stopping the impactor when
required. When tube 221 is pulled forward by the drill
string to the position shown in Figure 11, passage 302
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is now capable of supplying compressed air from the rear
chamber 243 to the front of the striker, i.e. to front cham-
ber 248. A rear, enlarged diameter portion 303 of tube
221, preferably provided with a sealing ring 304, also
sealingly engages the inside of head 223 to seal off pas-
sage 302 at certain times in the cycle. A rearwardly-open-
ing counterbore or a number of parallel grooves 306 in
the wall of passage 302 which act as bypass passages
permitting compressed air to flow past enlarged portion
303 when the striker has delivered its impact as shown
in Figure 9, causing the striker to move rearwardly. Front
chamber 248 becomes isolated from rear chamber 203
when portion 303 reaches the front end of counterbore
306.
[0033] The front pressure chamber exhausts when a
rear annular seal 251 on the outside of the striker clears
one or more lengthwise exhaust passages 307 machined
on the inside of head 223 as shown in Figure 15. The
pressure in rear pressure chamber 243 then becomes
greater than the pressure in front chamber 248, and the
impact cycle repeats. For purposes of permitting the
space ahead of the striker 231 to communicate with ex-
haust passages 307, striker 231 has one or more length-
wise grooves 309 through the head portion of the striker
that engages the inside of head 223 rearwardly of the
tapered nose 310 thereof and a reduced diameter rear
portion forming an annular air passage 311which extends
back to exhaust passage 307. Seal 251 and rear portion
303 of tube 221 are shown as threaded-on rings, but
unless adjustability is needed, are preferably integral with
their respective base parts.
[0034] The striker continues to reciprocate in this man-
ner until tension is relaxed on the drill string, which causes
the gap between the head 223 and ball joint 201 to close,
closing valve 234 and cutting off the supply of com-
pressed air (or other fluid) to rear chamber 243. Exhaust
passages 307 may if desired by directed radially or at an
angle rearwardly to direct the exhaust outside of the
bursting head, instead of into the replacement pipe, for
the reasons discussed above. Passages 307A (dotted),
replacing passages 307, may be located for this purpose.
[0035] Ball joint 201 toward the front of impactor 211
provides flexibility for occasional bending of the device
relative to the drill string and aids in removal of impactor
211 from a man-made confined space such as a man-
hole, where enlarging the space to remove the head
would entail damage an existing structure. Ball joint 201
includes a cylindrical, frontwardly opening socket 320 of
the same diameter as a front end of head 223, a ball
assembly 321 disposed at the bottom of socket 320, and
a pin 325 for coupling the ball joint 201 to a widened rear
end portion 218 of adapter 222. A front end portion 219
of adapter 222 has internal or external threads as appro-
priate for direction connection to a leading end of the drill
string. As shown in Figure 17, ball assembly 321 com-
prises front and rear sections 322, 323 coupled by bolts
324. Sections 322, 323 have aligned, threaded holes
therethrough which permit ball joint 201 to be threadedly

secured to external threads on a front end portion of tube
221. Tightening bolts 324 with a slight separation be-
tween sections 322, 323 applies a clamp load to each of
the threaded connections and makes ball joint 201 more
secure, yet more easily removed upon loosening of bolts
324.
[0036] After ball assembly 321 and socket 320 have
been mounted on tube 221 as shown, a rear end of adapt-
er 222 is inserted into socket 320 until a transverse hole
326 therein is in alignment with a pair of like-sized trans-
verse holes 327 in socket 320. Pin 325 is then inserted
into holes 326, 327 to couple adapter 222 and ball joint
201 together. Pin 325 may be press-fit therein or secured
by a further retaining pin, such as a rolled pin, oriented
perpendicularly to the length of pin 325 and extending
through a hole 330 in pin 325 and corresponding holes
in socket 320 and adapter 222 in alignment with hole
330. Pin 325 has a hole 329 therethrough which aligns
with a bore 331 of adapter 222 and passage 233 for pass-
ing compressed air or other pressure fluid to the impact
mechanism. A front end surface 332 of adapter 222 is
rounded like an inner retaining surface 333 of socket 320
to match the curvature of ball assembly 321. A slight
clearance remains between adapter 222 and ball assem-
bly 321 through which compressed air can enter the ball
joint, but the steel-to-steel contact of ball assembly 321
with surface 333 of socket 320 provides a sufficient seal
when the impactor is running.
[0037] Ball joint 201 provides a number of advantages.
When the bursting head enters the existing pipe, the drill
string will be bent at an angle. The ball joint makes it
easier to align the bursting head with the existing pipe,
and makes it easier for the head to follow slight changes
of direction in the existing pipe without becoming
jammed. Referring to Figure 18, once the device enters
an exit manhole 319, the impactor 211 must be removed
and withdrawn through the existing manhole opening
341. For this purpose, impactor 211 must be removed
from both the drill string 13 (at the front) and the replace-
ment pipe 18 (at the back.) Any box-pin style joint requires
moving the affected parts axially apart from one another.
The manhole 319 may be too narrow to permit this when
impactor 211 is straight (coaxial) relative to the drill string.
According to a method of disassembly according to the
invention, the drill string is first pulled forward far enough
so that the screws set in openings 228 are accessible,
and impactor 211 is disconnected from replacement pipe
18 by removing the screw, bolts, or other fasteners. At
this point, ball joint 201 may actually be a few inches
outside of the manhole on the opposite side. Head 223
is then tipped up and over the end of pipe 18, and the
drill string 13 is then moved back a short distance (e.g.,
15 to 25 cm (six to ten inches) or so), exposing joint 201
in the manhole as shown. The joint is then disassembled
by removal of pin 325, drill string 13 is withdrawn with
adapter 222 attached, and impactor 211 is lifted out of
manhole 319 through opening 341. by a winch or the like.
This greatly facilitates use of the bursting system in urban
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areas where sewer lines connected to manholes require
bursting and replacement.
[0038] Ball joint 201 has a substantial diameter and is
generally usable only where the inner diameter of the
existing pipeline is relative large, i.e., at least larger than
the outer diameter of the ball joint. However, a second
smaller expander can be positioned ahead of joint 201
to provide it with sufficient clearance. Similarly, a ball joint
of the invention could also be used to connect a back
reamer of similar shape to head 223 to a drill string, but
without an internal impactor, for use in backreaming to
widen an existing hole. For example, as shown in Figure
19, adapter 222 and ball joint 201 are mounted in front
of a conventional back reamer 340 by means of a thread-
ed projection 341 at the front of reamer 340 that is se-
cured in a threaded opening 342 at the rear end of ball
joint 201. In a double back reamer assembly where a
first, smaller diameter back reamer is connected to the
drill string and a second, larger diameter back reamer is
connected to the rear of the first one, the ball joint of the
invention can be provided as the means for connecting
the second reamer to the back of the first, so that the
double reamer system would be able bend along its
length when necessary.
[0039] Figures 20-26 illustrate a further embodiment
of a pull-to-run impactor 411 according to the invention
which has elements in common with prior embodiments.
Central air inlet tube 421, bursting head 423, tube 421,
shoulder 424, step 426, rear end opening 427, radial
holes 428, striker 431, anvil surface 432, annular groove
437, rear pressure chamber 443, sleeve 444, rearwardly
opening recess 445, seal 446, cover plate 447, front pres-
sure chamber 448 and bolts 449 are essentially the same
as described above using the corresponding reference
numerals 211-249 respectively, except as otherwise not-
ed. Impactor 411 is designed to be pulled by a cable or
chain rather than a string of rods, and as such receives
compressed air through a hose that runs inside the re-
placement pipe and conducts compressed air to a rear
end opening 452 of a second, inner inlet tube 451 dis-
posed inside of and coaxially with tube 421. For this pur-
pose, cover plate 431 has a central hole 450 therein
through which inner and outer tubes 421, 451 extend.
Compressed air or other pressure fluid flows forwardly
through a flow passage 453 which is the interior of tube
451 to radial holes 456 near the front end of tube 421
which holes communicate with aligned holes 457 in outer
tube 421.
[0040] When in the position shown in Figure 21-25 with
the pull to run valve open, compressed air enters groove
437 and flows back through passages 458 in outer tube
421 that communicate with an annular flow passage 459
rearwardly of holes 456, 457 and between tubes 421 and
451. The compressed air passageway, which has essen-
tially doubled back on itself, then leads out through rear
radial ports 461 in outer tube 421 and into rear pressure
chamber 443. At this point compressed air can flow for-
wardly past seal 462 through grooves 463 and into an-

nular passage 464 in the same manner as described
above for passage 302 and groove 306, initiating rear-
ward movement of striker 431. Exhausting of the front
pressure chamber 448 occurs when the front ends of rear
seals 466 on striker 431 move past the front ends of ex-
haust grooves 467.
[0041] The resulting rearrangement permits use of a
rear compressed air supply in combination with a front
valve that remains open when a pulling force is applied
but closes to the position shown in Figure 26 when the
pulling force is released. For purposes of attachment, a
front end portion of outer tube 421 has a suitable con-
necting portion, such as a clevis 471, for connecting a
cable. A press-fit pin 472 may be inserted through aligned
transverse holes in inner and outer tubes 421, 451 to
hold the tubes together. Protruding ends 473 of pin 472
can act as a stop defining the frontmost position of the
head 423. As shown in Figure 26, the valve as it closes
chokes off the supply of compressed air gradually, and
in some cases the valve may not close completely, al-
lowing the tool to continue to run at low power.
[0042] According to a further aspect of the invention,
a cable-operated static bursting system is provided sub-
stantially as described in Carter et al. PCT Publication
WO 98/30350 and U.S. Patent 6,305,880, issued Octo-
ber 23, 2001. An impactor 411 of the invention is substi-
tuted for the mole described, with the air supply hose
running back through the plastic replacement pipe.
[0043] Referring to Figure 27, an existing burstable
pipe 514 is in the ground 518 below the surface 520. An
entry first hole (not shown) is dug to expose a first end
of pipe 514, and a second hole or exit pit 532 is dug
exposing the second or exit end 536 of pipe 514. Impactor
411 is inserted nose first into the first end of pipe 514. A
length of replacement pipe 560 is attached to the rear
end of impactor 411 using screws as described above.
Impactor 411 is also connected to a flexible compressed
air hose 471 running through the inside of replacement
pipe 560 which supplies compressed air from a compres-
sor 472 located on the surface near the entry pit. A mole
pulling cable 570 is passed through existing pipeline 514
and secured to clevis 471 by a pin or bolt.
[0044] In many cases, cable 570 is made of braided
steel strands and is stiff enough to be fed through existing
pipeline 560 manually prior to the start of the run. In other
instances, especially in sewer or water lines wherein the
inside of the pipe may be partially clogged with deposits,
the cable 570 can be fed by attaching it to a suitable
guide, such as a fiberglass rod or plumbing snake, if nec-
essary with an auger-like action if needed to clear a path
for the cable, and feeding the guide through the pipeline
514 from the exit pit to the entry pit. The guide is then
withdrawn and the cable 570 may be attached to impactor
411.
[0045] A cable pulling system 580 is disposed in the
exit pit 532. System 580 includes a pulling frame 584
having legs 588 and a cable pulley 592 attached thereto.
A reaction plate 596 is placed against a side wall 600 of
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the hole 532 to provide a secure reaction surface. Cable
570 passes through a slot in plate 596 and around pulley
592 to a cable pulling device 620. Cable pulling device
620 is removably mounted in a slotted mounting annulus
624 that has been secured to frame 584. Device 620 is
preferably a dual-cylinder hydraulic cable puller
equipped with collets operatively connected to the cylin-
ders for pulling the cable a short distance per stroke. A
second set of collets is provided inside of annulus 624
to hold the cable 570 in tension between strokes. Such
a system is sold commercially by TRIC Trenchless Ltd.
The cylinders of device 620 are connected to a hydraulic
pump 628 by a pair of hydraulic lines 632. In the alterna-
tive, for jobs requiring less pulling force, the cylinders of
device 620 can be pneumatic cylinders connected by
hoses to an air compressor that takes the place of pump
628.
[0046] The described hydraulic system pulls the im-
pactor 411 in a series of intermittent strokes. Between
strokes, various different means such as collets or clamp-
ing jaws can be used to hold the cable in tension. As
such, impactor 411 may continue to run for a short time
after the stroke is done, but will stop or diminish in power
once the bursting head is pushed forward relative to the
tube connected to the cable, which is no longer subject
to a constant pulling force. This is useful in that it con-
serves compressed air and prevents the tool from over-
running the cable between strokes, possible resulting in
the cable becoming tangled. The pull-to-run valve of the
invention also makes restarting the tool when it is far
underground much easier in comparison to a valve lo-
cated on the surface near the air compressor.
[0047] Figures 28 to 34 illustrate a further embodiment
of the invention wherein the air flow is modified so that
the primary air supply passage, rather than being closed
off when the pulling force on the drill string is relaxed,
exhausts to the atmosphere instead. This embodiment
also has a different valve structure that provides a large
volume of air flow in a relatively short impactor. The de-
scribed impactor 711 receives compressed air from the
drill string, but could be modified to be pulled by a chain
or cable and receive compressed air from a hose con-
nected to its rear end.
[0048] Figures 28-32 show the impactor 711 in its nor-
mal operating mode, with a pulling force exerted on the
drill string. Impactor 711 includes a central air inlet tube
721 that may be connected directly the terminal end of
a drill string. A conical shell or bursting head 723, which
acts as the housing for the impact mechanism, is mount-
ed on the outside of tube 721 in close sliding contact
therewith as in preceding embodiments. A shoulder 724
of to an enlarged outer diameter front portion 720 of tube
721 engages a slanted step 726 on the inner surface of
head 723 so that pulling the drill string pulls head 723
forward into contact with the existing pipeline or borehole.
However, unlike in earlier embodiments, enlarged diam-
eter front portion 720 does not incorporate valving pas-
sages. The replacement pipe fits into a rear end opening

727 in head 723 and is secured therein by fasteners such
as screws inserted through radial holes 728 through a
rear cylindrical portion of head 723. A striker 731 is
mounted at its front end on the outer surface of tube 721
rearwardly of head 723. During operation, a pressure flu-
id such as compressed air fed through tube 721 is used
to reciprocate striker 731, causing it to deliver rapid im-
pacts to head 723. For this purpose, compressed air is
fed from machine 12 through drill string 13 and into tube
721. Tube 721 has an inner central flow passage 733
that leads to a series of three equiangular radial valve
holes 734 and is sealed at its rear end by a central portion
of a cap 742.
[0049] Compressed air is directed into a rear pressure
chamber 743 formed by a rearwardly opening recess in
striker 731 and a sleeve 744 secured on tube 721. Sleeve
744 in this embodiment comprises a hollow cylinder.
Holes 734 open inside of sleeve 744 and compressed
air enters chamber 743 through a circular formation of
equiangularly spaced air passages 745 in the front of
sleeve 744. Cap 742 is secured by bolts to a plug 749
that seals the rear end of sleeve 744. A seal 746 mounted
in an annular groove on the outside of sleeve 744 is in
sliding, sealed engagement with the inner surface of the
rear opening in striker 731.
[0050] An annular passage 802 extending frontwardly
between the outside of tube 721 and the inside of striker
731 conducts compressed air to a front variable volume
pressure chamber 748. A rear, enlarged diameter portion
803 of tube 721, preferably provided with a sealing ring
804, sealingly engages the inside of head 723 to seal off
passage 802 at certain times in the impact cycle. A rear-
wardly-opening counterbore or a number of parallel
grooves 806 in the wall of passage 802 which act as
bypass passages permitting compressed air to flow past
enlarged portion 803 when the striker has delivered its
impact as shown in Figures 29 and 30, causing the striker
to move rearwardly. Front chamber 748 becomes isolat-
ed from rear chamber 743 when portion 803 reaches the
front end of grooves 806.
[0051] The front pressure chamber exhausts when a
rear annular seal 751 on the outside of the striker clears
one or more lengthwise exhaust passages 807 machined
on the inside of head 723 as shown in Figures 31 and
32. The pressure in rear pressure chamber 743 then be-
comes greater than the pressure in front chamber 748,
and the impact cycle repeats.
[0052] The striker continues to reciprocate in this man-
ner until tension is relaxed on the drill string, which causes
tube 721 to move rearwardly relative to head 723. Tube
721 has a number of flow passages 761 that open on
enlarged diameter portion 720 and remain covered by
the inner surface of head 723 (or a seal bearing set there-
in) during normal operation. Following rearward move-
ment of tube 721, the radial openings 762 of these pas-
sages 761 become uncovered as shown in Figures 33
and 34. Compressed air from front chamber 748 then
vents to the atmosphere, and air from rear pressure
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chamber 743 flows along passages 802 and is also vent-
ed to the atmosphere through passages 761, which are
aligned with corresponding holes 766 in cap 742.
[0053] While striker 731 in its forwardmost position
could seal off passages 802 by sliding entirely over en-
larged diameter front portion 720, in practice it does not
do so. Striker 731, acted on by compressed air on both
sides and still in motion from the previous cycle, moves
to a position where the forces acting on it are equal on
both sides. For this purpose it is important that part of
enlarged diameter front portion 720 extend rearwardly
from opening 762. The size of the opening between en-
larged diameter portion 720 and striker 731 at the end of
passage 802 is regulated by the striker’s position and
varies the amount of pressure on each side of the striker.
In this manner the striker stops in a suitable position to
resume cycling once enlarged diameter portion 720 is
pulled forward to cover openings 762 again.
[0054] Enlarged diameter front portion 720 of tube 721
again acts as a valve member for stopping the striker,
but does so in a manner that does not cut off the flow of
compressed air through the tool. This permits the overall
length of the tool to be substantially reduced because,
among other reasons, enlarged diameter front portion
720 can be shorter than in prior embodiments wherein
angled inlet and outlet passages are provided in order to
cut off air flow. The shortened tool is more useful when
the impactor must be removed from a manhole having a
narrow top opening as discussed above, and it may be
possible to remove the shortened tool without need for
a front ball joint.
[0055] According to a further aspect of the invention,
it has been found that the metal on metal contact between
striker 731 and sleeve 744 is a frequent cause of binding
and failure unless steps are taken to ensure a looser but
sealing fit. As illustrated in detail in Figure 35, seal 746
comprises a Teflon ring that is slightly larger than a
groove 771 into which it fits, with a slight clearance be-
neath (0.8 mm (0.03 inch) in the embodiment shown.) A
similar slight clearance is provided between the outside
of sleeve 744 and the inside of striker 731 to prevent
binding. Seal 746 fits into groove 771 loosely enough to
accommodate small changes of position of striker 731
relative to sleeve 744 in the radial direction, but is large
enough to prevent leakage through the clearance there-
between. The use of an oversize seal ring and a groove
with clearance beneath the seal ring, permitting some
degree of movement by seal 746, prevents binding and
permits use of a relatively long sleeve 744. The front seal
ring 804 is preferably a Teflon ring mounted in the same
manner. An elastomeric shock absorbing ring 772 is also
provided between a shoulder 773 of tube 721 and the
front of sleeve 744 to dampen shocks to tube 721.
[0056] While certain embodiments of the invention
have been illustrated for the purposes of this disclosure,
numerous changes in the method and apparatus of the
invention presented herein may be made by those skilled
in the art, such changes being embodied within the scope

of the present invention as defined in the appended
claims. A number of aspects of the invention have wide
applicability and can be used in other types of pneumatic
impact tools, suhc self-propelled impact ground piercing
tools. "Pressure fluid" should be understood to include
compressed air and other forms of pressure fluids that
could be used for a like purpose, such as other gases or
liquids.

Claims

1. An impactor (711), comprising:

a head (723) having a rearwardly opening re-
cess and a front end opening that communicates
with the recess;
an inlet pipe (721) connectable at its front end
to a pulling device and extending into the recess
of the head through the front end opening, and
having a pulling connection by which the impac-
tor can be pulled while the striker (731) is deliv-
ering impacts against the head (723) in the same
direction as a pulling force exerted by the pulling
device;
a striker (731) mounted for sliding movement
along the inlet pipe;
a distributing mechanism (748, 743) which re-
ceives pressure fluid supplied through the inlet
pipe to cause the striker to reciprocate in the
rearwardly opening recess of the head to deliver
forward impacts against the head; and
a valve (803, 804, 806) which regulates supply
of pressure fluid to the distributing mechanism,
including a front portion (720) of the inlet pipe
which assumes a first position in response to
pulling force exerted on the inlet pipe (721) by
the pulling device that causes the distributing
mechanism to reciprocate the striker (731), and
a second position in which relaxing of the pulling
force on the inlet pipe causes the distributing
mechanism to cease reciprocating the striker
(731), and a passage (761, 762) that permits
pressure fluid in the inlet pipe to exhaust to the
atmosphere when the valve is in the second po-
sition.

2. The impactor of claim 1, wherein the distributing
mechanism further comprises a front pressure
chamber (748) in front of the striker and a rear pres-
sure chamber (743) behind the striker, and the pas-
sage (761) that permits pressure fluid in the inlet pipe
(721) to exhaust to the atmosphere when the valve
(803, 804, 806) is in the second position comprises
a lengthwise passage that opens at a rear end por-
tion of the inlet pipe and extends forwardly to com-
municate with a radial port (762) that is covered by
the head (723) in the first position and uncovered in
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the second position, such that pressure fluid from
the inlet pipe (721) flows from the front pressure
chamber through the radial port into the passage.

3. The impactor of claim 2, wherein pressure fluid from
the inlet pipe (721) flows through a central flow pas-
sage (733) and at least one radial hole (734) in the
inlet pipe into the rear pressure chamber (743), and
from the rear pressure chamber through an annular
opening (802) between the striker and head into the
front pressure chamber.

4. The impactor of claim 3, wherein the passage (761)
that permits pressure fluid in the inlet pipe (721) to
exhaust to the atmosphere when the valve (803, 804,
806) is in the second position is formed in a wall of
the inlet pipe and runs in parallel with the central flow
passage (733).

5. The impactor of claim 3, further comprising a sleeve
(744) mounted on the inlet pipe (721), and the striker
(731) has a rearwardly opening recess in which the
sleeve is in sliding, sealing contact, whereby the
sleeve and the striker cooperate to form the rear
pressure chamber (743), and
the inlet pipe further comprises at least one radial
hole (734) that opens inside the sleeve and wherein
the sleeve includes at least one passage (745) com-
municating with the rear pressure chamber such that
pressure fluid flows through the radial hole into the
rear pressure chamber.

6. The impactor of claim 1, further comprising a sleeve
(744) slidably disposed in a rearwardly opening re-
cess in the striker (731) with an external surface of
the sleeve having an annular groove (771) therein
with a seal bearing (746) disposed in the groove, the
seal bearing being oversized relative to the groove
such that an annular space exists beneath the seal
bearing at the bottom of the groove, and an outer
portion of the seal bearing extends from the groove
to form a seal between the external surface of the
sleeve and the recess of the striker.

7. The impactor of claim 1, wherein the head (723) is
slidably mounted on the inlet pipe (721) and moves
forward relative to the inlet pipe and drill string in
response to an impact of the striker (731) against
the head when the inlet pipe is in the first position.

8. The impactor of claim 1, wherein a front portion of
the inlet pipe (721) comprises an enlarged diameter
portion (720) which engages a shoulder (726) on the
head (723) when the valve (803, 804, 806) is in the
first position.

9. The impactor of claim 1, wherein the impactor further
comprises means (727, 728) for pulling a replace-

ment pipe along behind the head.

10. The impactor of claim 1, wherein the head (723) has
a frontwardly tapering external surface suitable for
pipe bursting.

Patentansprüche

1. Schlagvorrichtung (711) mit:

einem Kopf (723) mit einer sich nach hinten öff-
nenden Vertiefung und einer Öffnung am Vor-
derende, die mit der Vertiefung kommuniziert;
einer Einlassleitung (721), die an ihrem vorde-
ren Ende mit einer Zugeinrichtung verbindbar
ist und in die Vertiefung des Kopfes hinein durch
die Vorderendöffnung verläuft und die eine Zug-
verbindung hat, mit der die Schlagvorrichtung
gezogen werden kann, während das Schlag-
werkzeug (731) Schläge auf den Kopf (723) in
die gleiche Richtung wie die durch die Zugein-
richtung ausgeübte Zugkraft ausübt;
einem Schlagwerkzeug (731), das zur gleiten-
den Bewegung entlang der Einlassleitung gela-
gert ist;
einem Verteilungsmechanismus (748, 743), der
durch die Einlassleitung zugeführtes Druckfluid
empfängt, um das Schlagwerkzeug sich in der
nach hinten offenen Vertiefung des Kopfes hin-
und herbewegen zu lassen, um Vorwärtsschlä-
ge gegen den Kopf auszuüben; und
einem Ventil (803, 804, 806), das die Zufuhr von
Druckfluid zu dem Verteilungsmechanismus re-
gelt und das einen vorderen Bereich (720) der
Einlassleitung umfasst und das eine erste Posi-
tion in Reaktion auf eine auf die Einlassleitung
(721) durch die Zugeinrichtung ausgeübte Zug-
kraft einnimmt, die den Verteilungsmechanis-
mus dazu veranlasst, das Schlagwerkzeug
(731) hin- und herzubewegen, und eine zweite
Position einnimmt, in der ein Wegfall der Zug-
kraft auf die Einlassleitung den Verteilungsme-
chanismus dazu veranlasst, die Hin- und Her-
bewegung des Schlagwerkzeuges (731) zu be-
enden, und das einen Durchgang (761, 762) auf-
weist, der den Abfluss von Druckfluid in der Ein-
lassleitung in die Atmosphäre ermöglicht, wenn
das Ventil in der zweiten Position ist.

2. Schlagvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Ver-
teilungsmechanismus weiter eine vordere Druck-
kammer (748) vor dem Schlagwerkzeug und eine
hintere Druckkammer (743) hinter dem Schlagwerk-
zeug aufweist und wobei der Durchgang (761), der
den Abfluss des Druckfluids in der Einlassleitung
(721) in die Atmosphäre erlaubt, wenn das Ventil
(803, 804, 806) in der zweiten Position ist, einen
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längsweisen Durchgang aufweist, der sich an einem
hinteren Endbereich in der Einlassleitung öffnet und
nach vorne verläuft, um mit einem radialen An-
schluss (762) zu kommunizieren, der von dem Kopf
(723) in der ersten Position bedeckt ist und in der
zweiten Position geöffnet ist, so dass Druckfluid aus
der Einlassleitung (721) von der vorderen Druck-
kammer durch den radialen Anschluss in den Durch-
gang fließt.

3. Schlagvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei Druck-
fluid aus der Einlassleitung (721) durch einen zen-
tralen Durchflussdurchgang (733) und wenigstens
eine radiale Öffnung (734) in der Einlassleitung in
die hintere Druckkammer (743) fließt und von der
hinteren Druckkammer durch eine ringförmige Öff-
nung (802) zwischen dem Schlagwerkzeug und den
Kopf in die vordere Druckkammer fließt.

4. Schlagvorrichtung nach Anspruch 3, wobei der
Durchgang (761), der es dem Druckfluid in der Ein-
lassleitung (721) ermöglicht, in die Atmosphäre ab-
zufließen, wenn das Ventil (803, 804, 806) in der
zweiten Position ist, in einer Wand der Einlassleitung
gebildet ist und parallel zu dem zentralen Durch-
flussdurchgang (733) verläuft.

5. Schlagvorrichtung nach Anspruch 3, die weiter eine
Hülse (744) aufweist, die an der Einlassleitung (721)
angebracht ist, und wobei das Schlagwerkzeug
(731) eine nach hinten offene Vertiefung hat, in der
die Hülse in gleitendem, abdichtendem Kontakt ist,
wodurch die Hülse und das Schlagwerkzeug zusam-
menwirken, um die hintere Druckkammer (743) zu
bilden,
wobei die Einlassleitung wenigstens eine radiale Öff-
nung (734) hat, die sich innerhalb der Hülse öffnet,
und wobei die Hülse wenigstens einen Durchgang
(745) hat, der mit der hinteren Druckkammer kom-
muniziert, so dass Druckfluid durch die radiale Öff-
nung in die hintere Druckkammer fließt.

6. Schlagvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, die weiter eine
gleitfähig in einer nach hinten offenen Vertiefung in
dem Schlagwerkzeug (731) angeordnete Hülse auf-
weist, wobei eine äußere Oberfläche der Hülse (744)
eine ringförmige Nut (771) darin hat, wobei ein Dich-
tungslager (746) in der Nut angeordnet ist, wobei
das Dichtungslager mit Übergröße in Bezug auf die
Nut versehen ist, so dass ein ringförmiger Raum un-
ter dem Dichtungslager am Boden der Nut vorhan-
den ist, und wobei ein äußerer Bereich des Dich-
tungslagers von der Nut vorsteht, um eine Dichtung
zwischen der äußeren Oberfläche der Hülse und der
Vertiefung in dem Schlagwerkzeug zu bilden.

7. Schlagwerkezeug nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Kopf
(723) gleitfähig auf der Einlassleitung (721) gelagert

ist und sich nach vorne relativ zu der Einlassleitung
und einem Bohrzug in Reaktion auf einen Schlag
des Schlagwerkzeugs (731) gegen den Kopf be-
wegt, wenn sich die Einlassleitung in der ersten Po-
sition befindet.

8. Schlagvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei ein vor-
derer Bereich der Einlassleitung (721) einen Bereich
(720) mit vergrößertem Durchmesser aufweist, der
an einer Schulter (726) an dem Kopf (723) anliegt,
wenn das Ventil (803, 804, 806) in der ersten Position
ist.

9. Schlagvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Schlagwerkzeug weiterhin Mittel (727, 728) auf-
weist, um ein Austauschrohr hinter dem Kopf herzu-
ziehen.

10. Schlagvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Kopf
(723) eine sich nach vorne verjüngende äußere
Oberfläche hat, die zum Sprengen von Rohren ge-
eignet ist.

Revendications

1. Impacteur (711) comprenant :

une tête (723) comportant une cavité débou-
chant vers l’arrière et une ouverture d’extrémité
avant qui communique avec la cavité ;
un tuyau d’entrée (721) pouvant être relié à son
extrémité avant à un appareil de traction et
s’étendant dans la cavité de la tête par l’ouver-
ture d’extrémité avant, et ayant un assemblage
de traction par lequel l’impacteur peut être tiré
pendant que le percuteur (731) donne des coups
contre la tête (723) dans la même direction que
la force de traction exercée par l’appareil de
traction ;
un percuteur (731) destiné à suivre un mouve-
ment glissant le long du tuyau d’entrée ;
un mécanisme de distribution (748, 743) qui re-
çoit du fluide sous pression fourni par le tuyau
d’entrée pour faire aller et venir le percuteur
dans la cavité débouchant vers l’arrière de la
tête pour délivrer des coups vers l’avant contre
la tête ; et
une valve (803, 804, 806) qui régule l’alimenta-
tion de fluide sous pression du mécanisme de
distribution, incluant une partie avant (720) du
tuyau d’entrée qui prend une première position
en réponse à la force de traction exercée sur le
tuyau d’entrée (721) par l’appareil de traction
qui provoque le mouvement de va et vient du
percuteur (731) causé par le mécanisme de dis-
tribution, et une deuxième position dans laquelle
le relâchement de la force de traction sur le tuyau
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d’entrée oblige le mécanisme de distribution à
cesser le va et vient du percuteur (731), et un
conduit (761, 762) qui permet au fluide sous
pression présent dans le tuyau d’entrée d’être
évacué dans l’atmosphère lorsque la valve est
dans la deuxième position.

2. Impacteur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le
mécanisme de distribution comprend en outre une
chambre de pression avant (748) devant le percuteur
et une chambre de pression arrière (743) derrière le
percuteur, et le conduit (761) qui permet au fluide
sous pression présent dans le tuyau d’entrée (721)
d’être évacué dans l’atmosphère lorsque la valve
(803, 804, 806) est dans la deuxième position com-
prend un conduit dans le sens de la longueur qui
débouche au niveau d’une partie d’extrémité arrière
du tuyau d’entrée et s’étend vers l’avant pour com-
muniquer avec un orifice radial (762) qui est couvert
par la tête (723) dans la première position et décou-
vert dans la deuxième position, de sorte que le fluide
sous pression provenant du tuyau d’entrée (721) cir-
cule de la chambre de pression avant au conduit en
passant par l’orifice radial.

3. Impacteur selon la revendication 2, dans lequel le
fluide sous pression provenant du tuyau d’entrée
(721) circule dans un conduit de circulation central
(733) et au moins un trou radial (734) dans le tuyau
d’entrée dans la chambre de pression arrière (743),
et depuis la chambre de pression arrière par une
ouverture annulaire (802) entre le percuteur et la tête
dans la chambre de pression avant.

4. Impacteur selon la revendication 3, dans lequel le
conduit (761) qui permet au fluide sous pression pré-
sent dans le tuyau d’entrée (721) d’être évacué dans
l’atmosphère lorsque la valve (803, 804, 806) est
dans la deuxième position est formé dans une paroi
du tuyau d’entrée et est parallèle au conduit de cir-
culation central (733).

5. Impacteur selon la revendication 3, comprenant en
outre un manchon (744) monté sur le tuyau d’entrée
(721), et le percuteur (731) comporte une cavité dé-
bouchant vers l’arrière dans laquelle le manchon est
en contact d’étanchéité glissant, grâce à quoi le man-
chon et le percuteur coopèrent pour former la cham-
bre de pression arrière (743), et le tuyau d’entrée
comprend en outre au moins un trou radial (734) qui
débouche à l’intérieur du manchon et dans lequel le
manchon comprend au moins un conduit (745) qui
communique avec la chambre de pression arrière
de sorte que le fluide sous pression passe dans la
chambre de pression arrière par le trou radial.

6. Impacteur selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre un manchon (744) disposé de façon glissante

dans une cavité débouchant vers l’arrière pratiquée
dans le percuteur (731), une surface extérieure du
manchon ayant une rainure annulaire (771) avec un
roulement étanche (746) disposé dans la rainure, le
roulement étanche étant surdimensionné par rap-
port à la rainure, de sorte qu’un espace annulaire
existe sous le roulement étanche au fond de la rai-
nure, et une partie extérieure du roulement étanche
s’étend depuis la rainure pour former un joint entre
la surface extérieure du manchon et la cavité du per-
cuteur.

7. Impacteur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
tête (723) est montée de façon glissante sur le tuyau
d’entrée (721) et se déplace en avant par rapport au
tuyau d’entrée et à la garniture de forage en réponse
à un coup du percuteur (731) contre la tête lorsque
le tuyau d’entrée est dans la première position.

8. Impacteur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel une
partie avant du tuyau d’entrée (721) comprend une
partie à diamètre agrandi (720) qui vient au contact
d’un épaulement (726) sur la tête (723) lorsque la
valve (803, 804, 806) est dans la première position.

9. Impacteur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’im-
pacteur comprend en outre un moyen (727, 728) per-
mettant de tirer un tuyau de remplacement derrière
la tête.

10. Impacteur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
tête (723) a une surface extérieure se rétrécissant
vers l’avant, appropriée pour l’éclatement de tuyau.
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