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Description

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of prior co-
pending provisional application serial no. 60/358,663
filed February 21, 2002.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] This invention is directed to a protective over-
coat layer for thermographic image-recording members
and to thermal image-recording members which include
the protective overcoat layer.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] There are known a number of thermal imaging
systems such as ink jet printing as well as thermal imag-
ing systems which utilize thermal transfer of a colorant
such as a dye from a donor sheet to a receiver material.
A wide variety of specific mechanisms for thermal trans-
fer have been used heretofore but, as described in " A
New Thermal Transfer Ink Sheet for Continuous-Tone
Full Color Printer", by M. Kutami et.al., J. Imaging Sci-
ence., 1990, 16, 70-74, all fall into two broad categories.
In the first of these, dyes thermally diffuse from a poly-
meric binder on a donor sheet into a second polymeric
layer on a receiving sheet, in a process commonly called
"dye diffusion thermal transfer" (or D2T2; this process is
also sometimes called "dye sublimation transfer"). In this
type only the dye is transferred, not the binder in which
the dye is dispersed on the donor sheet. The second
category is commonly referred to as "thermal mass trans-
fer" and in this type both a dye and a carrier vehicle are
transferred together from the donor sheet to the receiver
sheet.
[0004] Thermal mass transfer methods may be further
subdivided into those involving differential adhesion, in
which a heated plug of material from the donor sheet
adheres to the surface of the receiving sheet, and those
involving flow penetration in which the colorant on the
donor sheet melts at elevated temperature and is trans-
ferred into pores on the receiver sheet.
[0005] A common problem with images formed with
such thermal imaging systems is fading of colors of the
images with time because of exposure to routine envi-
ronmental factors to which images are typically subject-
ed. Such factors include normal wear and abrasion, ex-
posure to visible and ultraviolet light, exposure to mois-
ture, contact with skin oils as a result of being handled
by a person’s fingers, exposure to air and exposure to
ozone. Thus, there is a continuing need for protective
overcoat materials which can alleviate the fading of the
dyes which form the images.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] It is therefore the object of this invention to pro-
vide a novel protective overcoat material for images
formed by thermal imaging methods.
[0007] It is another object of the invention to provide a
protective overcoat material which can be transferred
thermally to images formed by thermal imaging methods.
[0008] It is a further object of the invention to provide
a protective overcoat material which can be transferred
to a thermally-formed image at relatively low energy.
[0009] Yet another object of the invention is to provide
a protective overcoat material which can be thermally
transferred to an image cleanly with no frayed or uneven
edges or cracks and without causing surface roughness.
[0010] Still another object is to provide thermal image-
recording members which carry an image formed by a
thermal imaging method and include a protective over-
coat layer.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0011] According to one aspect of the invention there
is provided a protective, thermally-transferable overcoat
material comprising from about 40 weight percent to
about 85 weight percent of poly(methyl methacrylate),
from about 10 weight percent to about 50 weight percent
of a copolymer of ethyl methacrylate and about 1 weight
percent of a melt flow modifier.
[0012] In another aspect of the invention there is pro-
vided a thermal image recording member which includes
a substrate, an image bearing layer bearing a thermally
formed image and an overcoat layer comprising from
about 40 weight percent to about 85 weight percent of
poly(methyl methacrylate), from about 10 weight percent
to about 50 weight percent of a copolymer of ethyl meth-
acrylate and about 1 weight percent of a melt flow mod-
ifier.
[0013] The protective overcoat layer is abrasion and
scratch resistant and provides protection against expo-
sure to ozone and air as well as other factors such as
moisture and contact with skin oils. The overcoat layer
is preferably formed on a substrate which is removed
when the overcoat layer is transferred to a thermal image.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0014] The thermal overcoat members of the invention
comprise a substrate carrying an overcoat layer accord-
ing to the invention comprising from about 40 weight per-
cent to about 85 weight percent of poly(methyl methacr-
ylate), from about 10 weight percent to about 50 weight
percent of a copolymer of ethyl methacrylate and about
1 weight percent of a melt flow modifier. The overcoat
layer may also include additives such as, for example,
surfactants, plasticizers, ultraviolet light absorbers, light
stabilizers, etc.
[0015] The thermographic image-recording members
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of the invention comprise a substrate, which may be
transparent or reflective, an image bearing layer bearing
an image formed therein by a thermal imaging method
or to which an image has been transferred by a thermal
imaging method, and an overcoat layer comprising from
about 40 weight percent to about 85 weight percent of
poly(methyl methacrylate), from about 10 weight percent
to about 50 weight percent of a copolymer of ethyl meth-
acrylate and about 1 weight percent of a melt flow mod-
ifier. The image present in the image recording member
may be formed by any suitable thermographic imaging
material such as, for example, dye diffusion thermal
transfer materials and thermal mass transfer materials.
[0016] In a preferred embodiment, the image bearing
layer is an image receiving layer to which there has been
transferred an image formed by a thermal transfer imag-
ing method. A particularly preferred thermal transfer im-
aging method for forming images which are transferred
to the image recording members of the invention com-
prises a dye-containing amorphous (non-crystalline)
phase which includes at least one dye, wherein the dye
or dyes present in the amorphous phase form a contin-
uous film. Optionally, and preferably, the thermal transfer
imaging material comprises at least one thermal solvent.
Thermal transfer imaging materials of this type are dis-
closed and claimed in prior co-pending United States pat-
ent application, serial no. 09/745,700, filed December
21, 2000, the entire disclosure of which is incorporated
by reference herein in its entirety and made a part of this
application.
[0017] At least a part of the thermal solvent material is
incorporated into the dye-containing phase and another
part of the thermal solvent material forms a second crys-
talline phase separate from the dye-containing phase.
The crystalline thermal solvent in the thermal transfer
material layer melts and dissolves or liquefies the dye-
containing phase thereby permitting dissolution or lique-
faction of the dye-containing phase to occur at a temper-
ature lower than that at which such dissolution or lique-
faction occurs in the absence of the crystalline thermal
solvent.
[0018] The thermal transfer material layer is charac-
terized in that it is a solid transparent or translucent film
which does not undergo any detectable flow at room tem-
perature and the film is formed by the dye(s) in the amor-
phous phase.
[0019] The dyes which are utilized in this preferred im-
age-forming material layer can be those which form sol-
ids which are themselves amorphous, that is to say solids
which lack the long-range ordered structure characteris-
tic of crystalline solids. Those skilled in materials science
will be familiar with various methods for distinguishing
amorphous from crystalline solids; for example, amor-
phous solids do not give the strong powder X-ray diffrac-
tion lines exhibited by crystalline solids, and also lack the
strong electron diffraction characteristics of crystalline
solids.
[0020] In some preferred embodiments of the inven-

tion the thermal solvent selected for the transfer layer is
a good solvent for the dye(s) of the dye-containing phase.
In these embodiments, the dot size of the transferred
imaging material may be varied by use of a thermal print-
ing head optimized for variable dot printing. In preferred
embodiments where a solution is formed under the im-
aging conditions transfer of the imaging material can be
effected to porous receiver materials. In cases where a
low melt viscosity is attained receiver materials having
relatively low average pore sizes, e.g., less than about 1
Pm may be used.
[0021] The two phase embodiment of the invention al-
lows dye transfer to be effected at temperatures substan-
tially lower than those achievable when the transfer layer
contains only the same dye-containing phase, and hence
with lower energy inputs per unit area imaged. The ther-
mal solvent used can be any fusible material which melts
above ambient temperature and which dissolves or liq-
uefies the dye-containing phase to form a mixture which
transfers at a lower temperature than that of the dye-
containing phase alone. The imaging material which is
transferred from the donor sheet to the receiving sheet
during the two phase imaging embodiment need not be
in the form of a conventional low viscosity true solution,
but may be a slurry or similar material. The ratio of thermal
solvent to dye may range from about 1:3 by weight to
about 3:1. A preferred ratio is about 2:1. Thus, the two
phase embodiment of the invention can provide a major
reduction of imaging temperature while maintaining a thin
donor layer. The thermal solvent may separate into a
second phase as the mixture cools after imaging, and
preferably the thermal solvent should not form such large
crystals that it adversely affects the quality of the resulting
image. The thermal solvent preferably has a melting point
sufficiently above room temperature such that the donor
layer is not tacky at room temperature, and does not melt
at temperatures likely to be encountered during trans-
portation and storage of the donor sheet prior to imaging.
[0022] The crystalline thermal solvents used in the two-
phase embodiments of the invention typically have a
melting point in the range of from about 60°C to about
120°C and preferably in the range of from about 85°C to
about 100°C. In a preferred embodiment the melting point
of the thermal transfer material is high enough that, at
the melting point temperature the viscosity of the liquid
material is low enough to transfer substantially the entire
thickness of the thermal transfer material into the pores
of the receiver material in the time allowed for imaging.
This property is important in some instances such as var-
iable dot printing, since a roughly gaussian temperature
profile is produced over the area of a pixel and should
the melted thermal transfer material have a viscosity
which may be too high to completely penetrate the pores
of the receiver material then there could be formed a
relief image in dye at the edges of a dot giving rise to
relatively lesser image durability and possibly affecting
negatively the transfer of further dye materials in a mul-
ticolor system. It is particularly preferred that the thermal
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solvent have a melting point of about 90°C.
[0023] Not all the thermal solvent component of the
donor layer, prior to imaging, will crystallize out from the
dye-containing phase and form a second phase separate
from the dye-containing phase. The amount of thermal
solvent in the transfer material layer which is incorporated
in the dye-containing phase can be controlled by includ-
ing additives in the dye-containing phase to make the
latter more compatible with the thermal solvent thereby
resulting in a higher percentage of the thermal solvent
being located in the dye-containing phase. Such addi-
tives could be, for example, molecules similar to the ther-
mal solvent which do not crystallize under the conditions
of preparation of the donor layer or other additives such
as light stabilizers. It is preferred to utilize thermal sol-
vents which form relatively small crystals since these dis-
solve the dye-containing phase quickly during imaging
to provide satisfactory transfer of the dye to the receiver
layer.
[0024] The relative amounts of thermal solvent which
are in the dye containing and second, crystalline phases
of the transfer layer can be determined by measuring the
heat of fusion of the transfer layer material and comparing
the value with the heat of fusion of the same mass of
thermal solvent present in the transfer layer. The ratio of
the respective values will indicate the proportions of ther-
mal solvent present in the dye-containing phase and the
second, crystalline phase.
[0025] In the two phase embodiments of the invention
a phase change occurs between room temperature and
the imaging temperature such that essentially one phase
is formed. The dye-containing phase transfer layer, which
is not tacky at room temperature, undergoes a composi-
tion change such that it has relatively low viscosity at the
imaging temperature to allow the imaging material to be
transferred to the receiving layer.
[0026] In another preferred embodiment more than
one thermal solvent is incorporated into the transfer layer.
If a transfer layer is used which comprises two (or more)
different thermal solvents having differing melting points
and chosen so that the thermal solvent having the lower
melting point dissolves or liquefies less of the dye-con-
taining phase than the thermal solvent having the higher
melting point, the amount of dye-containing phase trans-
ferred per imaged pixel during the imaging method varies
according to the temperature to which the transfer layer
is heated. It has been found possible, with certain imaging
systems, to obtain good continuous-tone performance
using only two thermal solvents in addition to the dye-
containing phase. Such continuous-tone performance is
an important advantage of the present invention as com-
pared with conventional thermal mass transfer process-
es, in which the mass transfer is strictly binary. Alterna-
tively, the use of two or more dyes which have differing
solubilities in a single thermal solvent may be employed.
[0027] Obviously, the thermal solvent used in any spe-
cific imaging system of the present invention must be
chosen having regard to the dye-containing phase and

other components of the proposed system. The thermal
solvent should also be sufficiently non-volatile that it does
not substantially sublime from the thin transfer layer dur-
ing transportation and storage of the donor sheet prior
to imaging. Any suitable thermal solvent may be used in
accordance with the invention. Suitable thermal solvents
include, for example, alkanols containing at least about
12 carbon atoms, alkanediols containing at least about
12 carbon atoms, monocarboxylic acids containing at
least about 12 carbon atoms, esters and amides of such
acids, aryl sulfonamides and hydroxyalkyl-substituted
arenes. Specific preferred thermal solvents include: tet-
radecan-1-ol, hexadecan-1-ol, octadecan-1-ol, do-
decane-1,2-diol, hexadecane-1,16-diol, myristic acid,
palmitic acid, stearic acid, methyl docosanoate, 1,4-bis
(hydroxymethyl)benzene, and p-toluenesulfonamide. A
preferred class of thermal solvents consists of thermal
solvents which have a low volatility.
[0028] In a preferred embodiment, in the transfer ma-
terial layer not more than 5% by weight of the material
present in the layer should have a molecular weight high-
er than that of the highest molecular weight dye in the
dye-containing phase. The presence of higher amounts
of high molecular weight species, particularly polymeric
species, results in undesirable, more viscous melts under
imaging conditions which can adversely affect transfer
of the imaging material to the receiver sheet. Further, this
feature of the transfer material layer allows the layer to
be coated from a solution which has a relatively low vis-
cosity. It is preferred that the transfer layer include not
more than about 2% by weight, and particularly prefera-
bly not more than about 1% by weight, of components
having a molecular weight higher than that of the highest
molecular weight dye in the dye-containing phase. Opti-
mally, the thermal transfer material layer does not include
any such higher molecular weight species.
[0029] The substrate of the thermal image-recording
members of the present invention may comprise any suit-
able material and numerous suitable support materials
are known in the art. Examples of materials suitable for
use as substrates for the thermal image-recording mem-
bers of the invention include polyesters, polycarbonates,
polystyrenes, polyolefins, cellulose esters, polysulfones
and polyimides. The thickness of the substrate generally
may be in the range of from about 1 to about 10 mils.
The substrate may also include a backcoat layer. A par-
ticularly preferred substrate for the thermal image record-
ing members of the invention comprises an approximate-
ly 6 mil thick layer of oriented polypropylene arranged
between approximately 2 mil thick layers of polyethylene.
[0030] A preferred image recording member of the in-
vention comprises a substrate carrying an image receiv-
ing layer to which an image formed by a thermal imaging
method has been transferred and a protective overcoat
layer comprising from about 40 weight percent to about
85 weight percent of poly(methyl methacrylate), from
about 10 weight percent to about 50 weight percent of a
copolymer of ethyl methacrylate and about 1 weight per-
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cent of a melt flow modifier. A particularly preferred sub-
strate and image receiving layer combination is de-
scribed and claimed in prior, co-pending commonly as-
signed United States patent application serial no.
10/159,871 filed May 30, 2002 which is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference herein its entirety and made a part of
this application. The substrate comprises a layer of a
material having a compressibility of at least about 1%
under a pressure of 1 Newton per mm2 or a material
having a thickness of less than about 50 Pm and having
a compressibility of less than about 1% under a pressure
of 1 Newton per mm2. The image receiving layer has a
void volume of from about 40% to about 70% and a pore
diameter distribution wherein at least about 50% of the
pores having a diameter of greater than about 30 nm
have a diameter less than about 300 nm and at least
about 95% of the pores having a diameter greater than
about 30 nm have a diameter less than about 1000 nm.
[0031] The protective overcoat layer comprises from
about 40 to about 85 weight percent of a poly(methyl
methacrylate) polymer having a relatively high Tg, i.e.,
above about 100°C. A preferred poly(methyl methacr-
ylate) polymeric material is Paraloid A21 having a Tg of
about 104°C, which is commercially available from Rohm
and Haas, Incorporated.
[0032] The protective overcoat layer further includes
from about 10 to about 50 weight percent of an ethyl
methacrylate copolymer which has a relatively low Tg,
i.e., in the range of from about 52°C to about 65°C. A
preferred ethyl methacrylate copolymer is Neocryl B813,
having a Tg of about 65°C, which is commercially avail-
able from Avecia Corporation.
[0033] The protective overcoat layer also includes a
melt flow modifier in a relatively low concentration, for
example, about 1 weight percent. As is known in the art,
a polymeric melt flow modifier is a material which lowers
the melt flow index of a polymeric material. Typical suit-
able melt flow modifiers include Modaflow Resin Modifier,
Modaflow 2100 and Multiflow, which are commercially
available from Solutia, Inc. Generally, the melt flow index
of a molten polymeric material can be measured by
ASTM Procedure D1238.
[0034] A preferred melt flow modifier is Modaflow Res-
in Modifier, a low molecular weight ethyl acrylate-2-ethyl-
hexyl acrylate copolymer.
[0035] The protective layer may also contain other ad-
ditives such as, for example, surfactants, plasticizers, ul-
traviolet light absorbers, light stabilizers, etc. In a pre-
ferred embodiment the protective overcoat layer includes
Tinuvin 771, an ultraviolet light-absorbing material, and
Tinuvin 770, a hindered amine light-stabilizing material,
both available from Ciba-Geigy.
[0036] A particularly preferred overcoat layer compris-
es about 73 percent by weight of poly(methyl methacr-
ylate) (Paraloid A21), about 10 percent of poly(ethyl
methacrylate) (Neocryl B813), about 1 percent of a melt
flow modifier (Modaflow Resin Modifier), about 15 per-
cent of an ultraviolet light-absorbing material (Tinuvin

771) and about 1 percent of a light-stabilizing material
(Tinuvin 770).
[0037] The protective overcoat layer is initially dis-
posed on a substrate and typically may be from about 1
to about 5 microns in thickness, preferably about 1.6 mi-
crons. The overcoat layer is preferably coated on the
substrate from a solution in an organic solvent. A pre-
ferred coating solvent comprises a mixture of about 80
% methyl ethyl ketone and about 20 % toluene (by
weight). The overcoat layer may be formed by any suit-
able coating method such as slot coating and gravure
coating. Typically, the coating solutions used in slot coat-
ing applications have about 18 percent solids and those
used in gravure coating solutions have about 25 percent
solids. After the thermal image is formed in, or transferred
to, the image recording member the overcoat layer is
thermally transferred over the image material, typically
by means of a heated roller or thermal print head or line
heater, and the substrate carrying the protective layer is
stripped away and discarded. The protective overcoat
layer can be transferred advantageously at relatively low
energy levels, for example, at about 1 joule/cm2.
[0038] The overcoat layer of the invention transfers
cleanly without any appreciable occurrence of frayed or
uneven edges or cracks and adheres well to the substrate
of the image-recording member to which it is transferred.

EXAMPLES

[0039] The invention will now be described further in
detail with respect to specific preferred embodiments, it
being understood that these are intended to be illustrative
only and the invention is not limited to the materials, proc-
ess parameters, etc. recited therein. All parts recited in
the examples are by weight unless otherwise stated.

Example I

[0040] Three overcoat layer formulations according to
the invention, as shown in Table I, were prepared and
each was coated on a separate poly(ethylene terephtha-
late) substrate material, having a thickness of about 4.5
microns, at an overcoat layer thickness of about 2.5 mi-
crons.
[0041] Each overcoat layer was thermally transferred
over a thermal image recording member having a sub-
strate made up of an approximately 6 mil thick layer of
oriented polypropylene arranged between approximately
1 mil thick layers of poly(ethylene terephthalate) and an
image receiving layer to which there had been transferred
a thermal image formed according to the method de-
scribed in the above-identified, prior co-pending United
States patent application serial no. 09/745,700, filed De-
cember 21, 2000.
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[0042] The images prepared as described above were
tested for ozone resistance. The tests were conducted
in an ozone chamber constructed from a large Pyrex jar
having a volume of approximately 1.2 ft.3 and a low pres-
sure mercury-argon lamp (Oriel 6035). Ozone was pro-
duced in situ by the direct photolysis of oxygen in the
ambient air within the chamber. A fan in the chamber
ensured that all the samples were uniformly exposed to
the ozone.
[0043] The lamp power supply was energized under
the control of a timer such that the lamp was on for 15
minutes every two hours thereby producing an average
ozone concentration of about 10 PPM (24 mg/m3). The
test was carried out for 16 hours, or 8 lamp cycles. Control
prints, including thermal images formed according to the
method of serial no. 09/745,700 without any overcoat
layer and prints with overcoat layers of other materials
were included in all cases. To facilitate examination of
the prints, they were scanned at 300 dpi with a flat bed
scanner before and after the ozone exposure test.
[0044] The image-recording members according to the
invention were found to be resistant to ozone fading, even
after being stressed with a 180 degree wrap around a
3/8 inch mandrel. Overcoats of other materials exhibited
cracking and ozone-induced fading.

Example II

[0045] An overcoat layer formulation according to the
invention, as shown in Table II , was prepared. The solids
were dissolved in a mixture of 75 percent MEK and 25
percent toluene and coated on a polyethylene terephtha-
late substrate having a thickness of about 4.5 microns at
an overcoat layer thickness of about 1.6 microns.

[0046] Each overcoat layer was thermally transferred
over a thermal image recording member having a sub-
strate as described in Example I and an image receiving
layer to which there had been transferred a thermal image

TABLE I
A B

Paraloid A21 46% 62%
Neocryl B813 46% 30%
Modaflow 1% 1%
Tinuvin 328 6% 6%
Tinuvin 770 1% 1%

Table II
A

Paraloid A21 73
Neocryl B813 10
Modaflow 1
Tinuvin 771 15
Tinuvin 770 1

formed according to the method described in the above-
identified, prior co-pending United States patent applica-
tion serial no. 09/745,700, filed December 21, 2000.
[0047] A roll of the overcoat material prepared as de-
scribed above was tested for blocking under a pressure
of 36 lbs/in2 by forming a roll of the material and placing
it in a 50°C- 50% RH oven for one day to determine wheth-
er the overcoat material would transfer to the material on
the back of the substrate or vice versa. The overcoat
material gave an acceptable result.
[0048] The image recording member was subjected to
face to face and face to back blocking tests, under a
pressure of 3 lbs/in2 by placing it in a 50°C dry oven for
three days. The image recording member did not exhibit
any face-to-face or face to back blocking.
[0049] The image recording member was subjected to
a durability test using a CM-5 Crock Meter (Atlas Textile
Testing Products, Inc.) by placing it under the stylus with
a 900 gram load and moving the stylus across the image
for 20 cycles. The image gave acceptable results with
only very slight indication of abrasion and no image mar-
ring nor any dye transfer. A control image with no pro-
tective overcoat showed visible dye transfer and visible
abrasion marks.
[0050] The image recording member was subjected to
water rub testing and oil rub testing (using a formulation
based on ingredients in skin oil), both for 40 cycles, using
the same Crock Meter. The control image with no pro-
tective overcoat was destroyed in both the water and oil
rub tests. The image recording member according to the
invention exhibited no visual defects in the water test and
only some slight oil marks on the image in the oil test with
the images being undisturbed.
[0051] The image was tested for gloss according to
ASTM D 523 using a Gardner micro-TRI-gloss meter
(BYK Gardner USA, Silver Spring, MD). The following
results were obtained with the control and the image re-
cording member according to the invention.

Each value shown is the average of two tests.
[0052] It can be seen that the image recording member
of the invention exhibited significantly higher gloss than
the control.
[0053] An image recording member which was identi-
cal to that previously described in this example with the
exception that the substrate was the same as that de-
scribed in Example I was subjected to an ozone test as
described in Example I. The image recording member
was found to be resistant to ozone fading even after being
stressed with a 180 degree wrap around a � inch man-
drel.

Black White
20° 60° 20° 60°

Control 18.4 54.4 45.9 43.7
A 42.6 77.8 67.2 88.8
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Example III

[0054] Two overcoat layer formulations, according to
the invention, as shown in Table III, were prepared and
coated on separate substrates as described in Example
II.

[0055] Images were formed and transferred to image
recording members as described in the previous exam-
ples followed by transferring thereto an overcoat layer.
The images were tested as described in Example II.
[0056] The overcoat material did not exhibit any donor
blocking. Image recording member A, tested under a
pressure of 10 lbs. and 50 lbs., respectively, did not ex-
hibit any face to face blocking. Image recording member
B did not exhibit any face to face blocking at 10 lbs. pres-
sure and only slight blocking at 50 lbs. with neither mar-
ring nor image dye transfer.
[0057] The image recording members were found to
be resistant to ozone fading even after being stressed
with a 180 degree wrap around a 7/16 inch mandrel.
[0058] The results of the gloss measurements are
shown below.

Each value shown is the average of three tests.
[0059] It can be seen that the image recording mem-
bers exhibited acceptable gloss.
[0060] Both image recording members, when tested
for durability, exhibited only traces of abrasion. In the
water and oil rub testing, both image recording members
exhibited no visual defects.
[0061] Although the invention has been described in
detail with respect to various preferred embodiments, it
is not intended to be limited thereto, but rather those
skilled in the art will recognize that variations and modi-
fications are possible which are within the spirit of the
invention and the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. A thermal image recording member comprising a
substrate carrying a layer bearing an image and a

Table III
A B

Paraloid A21 62 62
Neocryl B813 30 27
Modaflow 1 1
Tinuvin 326 6 9
Tinuvin 770 1 1

Black White
20° 60° 20° 60°

A 42.1 78.1 54.2 88.7
B 29.3 64.6 39.9 86.4

protective overcoat layer overlying said image, said
protective overcoat layer comprising from about 40%
to about 85% by weight of poly(methyl methacrylate
having a Tg above about 100°C, from about 10% to
about 50% by weight of poly(ethyl methacrylate) hav-
ing a Tg of from about 52°C to about 65°C and about
1% by weight of a melt flow modifier.

2. The image recording member as defined in claim 1
wherein said substrate comprises an approximately
6 mil thick layer of oriented polypropylene arranged
between two approximately 2 mil thick layers of pol-
yethylene.

3. The image recording member as defined in claim 1
wherein said poly(methyl methacrylate) has a Tg of
about 104°C.

4. The image recording member as defined in claim 3
wherein said poly(ethyl methacrylate) has a Tg of
about 65°C.

5. The image recording member as defined in claim 4
wherein said melt flow modifier is ethylacrylate-2-
ethylhexylacrylate copolymers.

6. The image-recording member as defined in claim 1
wherein said protective overcoat layer is from about
1 to about 5 microns in thickness.

7. The image recording member as defined in claim 6
wherein said protective overcoat layer is about 1.6
microns in thickness.

8. The image recording member is defined in claim 1
wherein said protective overcoat layer further in-
cludes an ultraviolet light-absorbing material and a
light-stabilizing material.

9. A protective overcoat material for an image formed
by a thermal imaging method comprising a substrate
carrying an overcoat layer comprising from about 40
weight percent to about 85 weight percent of poly
(methyl methacrylate) having a Tg above about
100°C, from about 10 weight percent to about 50
weight percent of poly(ethyl methacrylate) having a
Tg of from about 52°C to about 65°C and about 1
weight percent of a melt flow modifier.

10. The protective overcoat material as defined in claim
9 wherein said poly(methyl methacrylate) has a Tg
of about 104°C.

11. The protective overcoat material as defined in claim
10 wherein said poly(ethyl methacrylate) has a Tg
of about 65°C.

12. The protective overcoat material as defined in claim

11 12 
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11 wherein said melt flow modifier is ethylacrylate-
2-ethylhexylacrylate copolymers.

13. The protective overcoat material as defined in claim
9 and further including an ultraviolet light absorbing
material and a light stabilizing material.

Patentansprüche

1. Element zur thermischen Bildaufzeichnung, umfas-
send ein Substrat, das eine Schicht trägt, die ein Bild
enthält, und eine schützende Überzugs-Schicht, die
das Bild überlagert, wobei die schützende Über-
zugs-Schicht ungefähr 40 Gewichts-% bis ungefähr
85 Gewichts-% Poly-(Methylmethacrylat), das eine
Tg von über ungefähr 100°C hat, aus ungefähr 10
Gewichts-% bis ungefähr 50 Gewichts-% Po-
ly-(Ethylmethacrylat), das eine Tg von ungefähr
52°C bis ungefähr 65°C hat, und ungefähr 1 Ge-
wichts-% eines Schmelzfluss-Modifizierers umfasst.

2. Element zur Bildaufzeichnung, wie in Anspruch 1 de-
finiert, wobei das Substrat aus einer ungefähr 6 mil
dicken Schicht aus orientiertem Polypropylen be-
steht, die zwischen zwei ungefähr 2 mil dicken
Schichten aus Polyethylen angeordnet ist.

3. Element zur Bildaufzeichnung, wie in Anspruch 1 de-
finiert, wobei das Poly-(Methylmethacrylat) eine Tg
von ungefähr 104°C hat.

4. Element zur Bildaufzeichnung, wie in Anspruch 3 de-
finiert, wobei das Poly-(Ethylmethacrylat) eine Tg
von ungefähr 65°C hat.

5. Element zur Bildaufzeichnung, wie in Anspruch 4 de-
finiert, wobei der Schmelzfluss-Modifizierer aus
Ethylacrylat-2-Ethylhexylacrylat-Copolymeren be-
steht.

6. Element zur Bildaufzeichnung, wie in Anspruch 1 de-
finiert, wobei die schützende Überzugs-Schicht eine
Dicke von ungefähr 1 bis ungefähr 5 Mikrometer hat.

7. Element zur Bildaufzeichnung, wie in Anspruch 6 de-
finiert, wobei die schützende Überzugs-Schicht eine
Dicke von ungefähr 1,6 Mikrometer hat.

8. Element zur Bildaufzeichnung, wie in Anspruch 1 de-
finiert, wobei die schützende Überzugs-Schicht fer-
ner ein Ultraviolett-Licht absorbierendes Material
und ein Licht stabilisierendes Material enthält.

9. Schützendes Überzugs-Material für ein durch ein
Verfahren zur thermischen Bilderzeugung ausgebil-
detes Bild, umfassend ein Substrat, das eine Über-
zugs-Schicht trägt, die ungefähr 40 Gewichts-% bis

ungefähr 85 Gewichts-% Poly-(Methylmethacrylat),
das eine Tg von über ungefähr 100°C hat, ungefähr
10 Gewichts-% bis ungefähr 50 Gewichts-% Po-
ly-(Ethylmethacrylat), das eine Tg von ungefähr
52°C bis ungefähr 65°C hat, und ungefähr 1 Ge-
wichts-% eines Schmelzfluss-Modifizierers umfasst.

10. Schützendes Überzugs-Material, wie in Anspruch 9
definiert, wobei das Poly-(Methylmethacrylat) eine
Tg von ungefähr 104°C hat.

11. Schützendes Überzugs-Material, wie in Anspruch 10
definiert, wobei das Poly-(Ethylmethacrylat) eine Tg
von ungefähr 65°C hat.

12. Schützendes Überzugs-Material, wie in Anspruch 11
definiert, wobei der Schmelzfluss-Modifizierer aus
Ethylacrylat-2-Ethylhexylacrylat-Copolymeren be-
steht.

13. Schützendes Überzugs-Material, wie in Anspruch 9
definiert, das ferner ein Ultraviolett-Licht absorbie-
rendes Material und ein Licht stabilisierendes Mate-
rial enthält.

Revendications

1. Élément d’enregistrement d’images thermiques
comprenant un substrat portant une couche de sup-
port d’une image et une surcouche de protection re-
couvrant ladite image, ladite surcouche de protec-
tion comprenant d’environ 40% à environ 85% en
poids de poly(méthyle-méthacrylate) dont la tempé-
rature Tg est supérieure à environ 100°C, d’environ
10% à environ 50% en poids de poly(éthyle-métha-
crylate) dont la température Tg est d’environ 52°C à
environ 65°C, et environ 1% en poids de modificateur
d’écoulement en fusion.

2. Élément d’enregistrement d’images selon la reven-
dication 1, dans lequel ledit substrat comprend une
couche d’environ 6 millièmes de pouce d’épaisseur
de polypropylène orienté, disposé entre deux cou-
ches de polyéthylène d’environ 2 millièmes de pouce
d’épaisseur.

3. Élément d’enregistrement d’images selon la reven-
dication 1, dans lequel ledit poly(méthyle-métha-
crylate) possède une température Tg d’environ
104°C.

4. Élément d’enregistrement d’images selon la reven-
dication 3, dans lequel ledit poly(éthyle-méthacryla-
te) possède une température Tg d’environ 65°C.

5. Élément d’enregistrement d’images selon la reven-
dication 4, dans lequel ledit modificateur d’écoule-
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ment en fusion est constitué de copolymères d’éthy-
le-acrylate-2-éthyle-hexyle-acrylate.

6. Élément d’enregistrement d’images selon la reven-
dication 1, dans lequel ladite surcouche de protec-
tion présente une épaisseur d’environ 1 à environ 5
microns.

7. Élément d’enregistrement d’images selon la reven-
dication 6, dans lequel ladite surcouche de protec-
tion présente une épaisseur d’environ 1,6 microns.

8. Élément d’enregistrement d’images selon la reven-
dication 1, dans lequel ladite surcouche de protec-
tion comprend en outre un matériau absorbant la
lumière ultraviolette et un matériau stabilisant la lu-
mière.

9. Matériau de surcouche de protection pour une image
formée par un procédé d’imagerie thermique, com-
prenant un substrat portant une surcouche compre-
nant d’environ 40% à environ 85% en poids de poly
(méthyle-méthacrylate) dont la température Tg est
supérieure à environ 100°C, d’environ 10% à environ
50% en poids de poly(éthyle méthacrylate) dont la
température Tg est d’environ 52°C à environ 65°C,
et environ 1% en poids de modificateur d’écoulement
en fusion.

10. Matériau de surcouche de protection selon la reven-
dication 9, dans lequel ledit poly(méthyle-métha-
crylate) possède une température Tg d’environ
104°C.

11. Matériau de surcouche de protection selon la reven-
dication 10, dans lequel ledit poly(éthyle-métha-
crylate) possède une température Tg d’environ
65°C.

12. Matériau de surcouche de protection selon la reven-
dication 11, dans lequel ledit modificateur d’écoule-
ment en fusion est constitué de copolymères d’éthy-
le-acrylate-2-éthyle-hexyle-acrylate.

13. Matériau de surcouche de protection selon la reven-
dication 9, comprenant en outre un matériau absor-
bant la lumière ultraviolette et un matériau stabilisant
la lumière.
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