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Description

Technical Field

[0001] This disclosure relates to an image forming ap-
paratus, a method for calculating an actual distance of
deviation, and a computer program product to cause a
computer to execute the method.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Many of inkjet image forming apparatuses dis-
charge ink from a recording head mounted on a carriage
while moving the carriage back and forth in a main scan-
ning direction and repeatedly convey, with a conveyance
roller, a recording medium (i.e., a conveyed object) in a
sub-scanning direction, thereby forming an image. At that
time, the landing position of ink may deviate from an in-
tended position.
[0003] For example, JP-2011-131399-A proposes a
method to detect the deviation using a two-dimensional
sensor. In this method, the two-dimensional sensor de-
tects a position of a mark on a chart conveyed by a con-
veyance roller when the conveyance roller has made one
rotation. Then, the difference between the detected po-
sition and a theoretical position of the mark is calculated.
Based on the calculated difference, the amount by which
the amount of feeding of the mark is to be corrected is
calculated.
[0004] Even if the amount of deviation in the captured
image is obtained, to calculate the actual distance of the
deviation from the amount of deviation in the captured
image, it is necessary to know the ratio between the dis-
tance in the captured image to the actual distance. The
ratio of the distance in the captured image to the actual
distance changes as the distance between the two-di-
mensional sensor and the object (e.g., the recording me-
dium) to be imaged (captured) changes. Accordingly, in
an environment in which the distance between the two-
dimensional sensor and the test pattern fluctuates, the
actual distance is not accurately calculated from the
amount of deviation in the captured image.
An object of the present disclosure is to calculate the
actual distance of deviation corresponding to the amount
of deviation in the captured image obtained by the imag-
ing unit even when the distance between the imaging
unit and the test pattern fluctuates.
[0005] US 2013/135484 A1 discloses an image cap-
turing unit including a sensor unit that image-captures a
predetermined area including a subject and a reference
chart arranged in the predetermined area.
[0006] US 2012/069411 A1 discloses an image cap-
turing device that captures an image of a reference pat-
tern in a first area and an image of an object in a second
area of an image capturing area.
[0007] US2012/236308 A1 discloses a color measur-
ing device including an image capturing unit configured
to capture a reference chart and a subject for color meas-

urement simultaneously.
[0008] US2009316164 A1 discloses an image forming
apparatus including a recording head having a plurality
of nozzles, an imaging unit and a detection unit detecting
positional shift amounts of dot images and inclination
amounts of the recording head based on calibration im-
age data.
[0009] EP 2 298 565 A2 discloses a conveying dis-
tance control device including a calculation unit that cal-
culates a skew angle between a line passing through
positions of a first mark and a second mark.

SUMMARY

[0010] In order to achieve the above-described object,
there is provided an image forming apparatus that in-
cludes a conveyor to convey a recording medium and an
image forming device including at least one recording
head to form, on the recording medium, a test pattern
including at least one mark set including a first mark and
a pair of second marks. At least one recording head in-
cludes a plurality of nozzles to discharge ink. The image
forming apparatus further includes an imaging device to
obtain a captured image of the test pattern and at least
one processor. The processor includes a pattern forming
unit configured to cause the image forming device to form
the first mark and on the recording medium and cause
the image forming device to form the pair of second marks
after the conveyor conveys the recording medium by a
predetermined conveyance amount.
[0011] The processor further includes a position de-
tector configured to detect a position of the first mark and
a position of the pair of second marks in the captured
image, a ratio calculator configured to calculate a ratio
between a distance between the pair of second marks in
the captured image and an amount of deviation of the
first mark in the captured image. The processor further
includes a distance calculator configured to calculate an
actual distance of the deviation of the first mark based
on a theoretical distance between the pair of second
marks and the ratio. The pattern forming unit causes the
image forming device to form the first mark and the pair
of second marks with different nozzles disposed at dif-
ferent positions in a direction of conveyance of the re-
cording medium, as marks arranged in the direction of
conveyance of the recording medium. The plurality of
nozzles includes: a first nozzle (6A1) to form the first
mark; a reference nozzle disposed at a distance, from
the first nozzle, in the direction of conveyance of the re-
cording medium, the predetermined conveyance amount
being controlled to be equivalent to the distance; a sec-
ond nozzle disposed downstream from the reference
nozzle in the direction of conveyance of the recording
medium; and a third nozzle (6A3) disposed upstream
from the reference nozzle in the direction of conveyance
of the recording medium. The pattern forming unit causes
the image forming device to form the first mark, with the
first nozzle and causes the image forming device to form
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the pair of second marks, respectively with the second
nozzle and the third nozzle. The theoretical distance be-
tween the pair of second marks is a distance between
the second and third nozzles.
[0012] Further, there is provided a method for calcu-
lating an actual distance of a deviation, performed in an
image forming apparatus. The method includes forming
one of a first mark and a pair of second marks on a re-
cording medium, conveying the recording medium by a
predetermined conveyance amount after forming the one
of the first mark and the pair of second marks, forming
the other of the first mark and the pair of second marks
after conveying the recording medium by the predeter-
mined conveyance amount, obtaining a captured image
of a test pattern including the first mark and the pair of
second marks, detecting a position of the first mark and
a position of the pair of second marks in the captured
image, and calculating an actual distance of a deviation
of the first mark, based on a distance between the pair
of second marks in the captured image, a position of the
first mark in the captured image, and a theoretical dis-
tance between the pair of second marks. The first mark
and the pair of second marks are formed with different
nozzles disposed at different positions in a direction of
conveyance of the recording medium, as marks arranged
in the direction of conveyance of the recording medium.
The first mark is formed with a first nozzle before the
conveyor conveys the recording medium by the prede-
termined conveyance amount. The pair of second marks
is formed respectively with a second nozzle disposed
downstream from a reference nozzle in the direction of
conveyance of the recording medium, the reference noz-
zle being disposed at a distance, from the first nozzle, in
the direction of conveyance of the recording medium, the
predetermined amount being controlled to be equivalent
to the distance, and a third nozzle disposed upstream
from the reference nozzle in the direction of conveyance
of the recording medium, the pair of second marks being
formed after the conveyor conveys the recording medium
by the predetermined conveyance amount. The theoret-
ical distance between the pair of second marks is a dis-
tance between the second and third nozzles.
[0013] Further, there is provided a carrier means car-
rying computer readable code according to claim 7.
[0014] Accordingly, even when the distance between
the imaging unit and the test pattern fluctuates, the actual
distance of deviation corresponding to the amount of de-
viation in the captured image obtained by the imaging
unit can be calculated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015] A more complete appreciation of the disclosure
and many of the attendant advantages thereof will be
readily obtained as the same becomes better understood
by reference to the following detailed description when
considered in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an interior of an image
forming apparatus according to Embodiment 1;
FIG. 2 is a top view of a mechanical configuration of
the image forming apparatus according to Embodi-
ment 1;
FIG. 3 is a view of a carriage according to Embodi-
ment 1;
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an appearance of an
imaging unit according to Embodiment 1;
FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view of the imaging
unit;
FIG. 6 is a vertical cross-sectional view of the imag-
ing unit, viewed in a direction indicated by arrow X1
in FIG. 4;
FIG. 7 is a vertical cross-sectional view of the imag-
ing unit, viewed in a direction indicated by arrow X2
in FIG. 4;
FIG. 8 is a plan view of the imaging unit;
FIG. 9 is a diagram of an example of a reference
chart according to Embodiment 1;
FIG. 10 is a vertical cross-sectional view of another
structure of the imaging unit according to Embodi-
ment 1;
FIG. 11 is a plan view of the imaging unit of FIG. 10,
viewed in the direction indicated by arrow X2;
FIG. 12 is a view of an arrangement around a con-
veyance roller according to Embodiment 1;
FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a hardware configura-
tion of the image forming apparatus according to Em-
bodiment 1;
FIG. 14 is a block diagram of a functional configura-
tion of the image forming apparatus according to Em-
bodiment 1;
FIG. 15 illustrates an example of a test pattern on a
recording medium, according to am embodiment;
FIGS. 16A, 16B, and 16C illustrate a method of form-
ing the test pattern illustrated in FIG. 15;
FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating a method for calcu-
lating the ratio between the distance between the
pair of second marks and the amount of deviation in
a captured image of the first mark illustrated in FIG.
15;
FIG. 18 illustrates an example of occurrence of a
deviation in the relative positions between the first
mark and the pair of second marks in the test pattern
illustrated in FIG. 15;
FIG. 19 is a diagram of the amount of deviation of
the first mark relative to the pair of second marks of
the test pattern illustrated in FIG. 15;
FIG. 20 is a diagram of the amount of deviation of
the first mark relative to the pair of second marks of
the test pattern illustrated in FIG. 15, when the dis-
tance between the imaging unit and the test pattern
varies;
FIGS. 21A, 21B, and 21C are flowcharts of the op-
eration for adjusting the amount of conveyance in
the image forming apparatus according to Embodi-
ment 1;
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FIG. 22 is a diagram of a test pattern including linear
marks according to an embodiment;
FIG. 23 illustrates an example of a test pattern in-
cluding a plurality of linear marks according to an
embodiment;
FIG. 24 illustrates an example of a test pattern in-
cluding plurality of linear marks and a reference
frame according to an embodiment;
FIGS. 25A, 25B, and 25C are flowcharts of the op-
eration for adjusting the amount of conveyance in
the image forming apparatus according to a modifi-
cation of Embodiment 1;
FIG. 26 is a block diagram of a hardware configura-
tion of an image forming apparatus according to Em-
bodiment 2;
FIG. 27 is a block diagram of a functional configura-
tion of the image forming apparatus according to Em-
bodiment 2;
FIG. 28 is a block diagram of a functional configura-
tion of an image forming apparatus according to Em-
bodiment 3;
FIGS. 29A and 29B illustrate an example of a test
pattern on a recording medium, according to Em-
bodiment 3;
FIGS. 30A, 30B, and 30C illustrate a method of form-
ing the test pattern illustrated in FIG. 29A;
FIGS. 31A and 31B illustrate a method of forming
the test pattern illustrated in FIG. 29B;
FIG. 32 illustrates a method of calculating an incli-
nation in formation of the test pattern illustrated in
FIGS. 30A, 30B, and 30C;
FIG. 33 illustrates a method of calculating an incli-
nation in formation of the test pattern illustrated in
FIGS. 31A and 31B;
FIG. 34 is a diagram of calculation of a head inclina-
tion angle according to Embodiment 3;
FIGS. 35A, 35B, and 35C are flowcharts of calcula-
tion of total inclination angle in the image forming
apparatus according to Embodiment 3;
FIGS. 36A, 36B, and 36C are flowcharts of calcula-
tion of deviation amount derived from the inclination
of the recording head in the image forming apparatus
according to Embodiment 3;
FIG. 37 is a diagram of a test pattern including linear
marks according to an embodiment;
FIG. 38 is a graph of droplet discharge characteris-
tics of the recording head according to Embodiment
3;
FIGS. 39A, 39B, and 39C are diagrams of an exam-
ple including a plurality of test patterns illustrated in
FIG. 37;
FIGS. 40A, 40B, and 40C illustrate a method of form-
ing a test pattern according to Embodiment 4;
FIGS. 41A, 41B, and 41C are flowcharts of calcula-
tion of amount of deviation and relative inclination
angle in the image forming apparatus according to
Embodiment 4;
FIG. 42 is a diagram of a test pattern including linear

marks according to an embodiment;
FIG. 43 illustrates a test pattern according to Em-
bodiment 5;
FIGS. 44A, 44B, and 44C are flowcharts of calcula-
tion of amount of deviation in the image forming ap-
paratus according to Embodiment 5;
FIG. 45 is a diagram of a test pattern including linear
marks according to an embodiment; and
FIG. 46 is a block diagram of a functional configura-
tion of an image forming apparatus according to Em-
bodiment 6.

[0016] The accompanying drawings are intended to
depict embodiments of the present invention and should
not be interpreted to limit the scope thereof. The accom-
panying drawings are not to be considered as drawn to
scale unless explicitly noted.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0017] In describing embodiments illustrated in the
drawings, specific terminology is employed for the sake
of clarity. However, the disclosure of this patent specifi-
cation is not intended to be limited to the specific termi-
nology so selected, and it is to be understood that each
specific element includes all technical equivalents that
operate in a similar manner and achieve a similar result.
[0018] Referring now to the drawings, wherein like ref-
erence numerals designate identical or corresponding
parts throughout the several views thereof, an image
forming apparatus, a distance calculation method, and a
program to execute the method according to exemplary
embodiments of this disclosure are described. As used
herein, the singular forms "a", "an", and "the" are intended
to include the plural forms as well, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise. The suffixes y, m, c, and k
attached to each reference numeral indicate only that
components indicated thereby are used for forming yel-
low, magenta, cyan, and black images, respectively, and
hereinafter may be omitted when color discrimination is
not necessary.
[0019] Note that an inkjet printer configured to dis-
charge ink on a recording medium (an example of the
conveyed object) to form an image will be described as
an example image forming apparatus in the embodi-
ments described below. The image forming apparatus
has a function of capturing an image of a test pattern on
a recording medium, and a function of calculating, using
the captured image, a distance corresponding to the
amount of deviation of the landing position of ink when
the deviation of the landing position occurs. The image
forming apparatus further has a function of adjusting a
parameter relating to the amount of conveyance of the
recording medium. However, examples to which aspect
of this disclosure are applicable are not limited to the
embodiments described below. Aspects of present dis-
closure can be widely applied to various types of image
forming apparatuses configured to capture an image of
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a test pattern in order to calculate the distance corre-
sponding to the amount of deviation using the captured
image.

Embodiment 1

[Mechanical Configuration of Image Forming Apparatus]

[0020] An exemplary mechanical configuration of an
image forming apparatus 100 will be described first re-
ferring to the appended drawings. FIG. 1 is a perspective
view of the inside of the image forming apparatus accord-
ing to Embodiment 1. FIG. 2 is a top view illustrating the
mechanical structure inside the image forming apparatus
according to Embodiment 1. FIG. 3 is a view of a carriage
of the image forming apparatus illustrated in FIG. 1.
[0021] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the image forming ap-
paratus 100 according to the present embodiment in-
cludes a carriage 5 to reciprocate in a main scanning
direction A in the drawings (hereinafter also "main scan-
ning direction A", serving as the direction of travel of the
carriage). The carriage 5 is supported by a main guide
rod 3 extending in the main scanning direction. In addi-
tion, the carriage 5 includes a coupler 5a. The coupler
5a engages with a sub guide 4 disposed parallel to the
main guide rod 3 to stabilize the posture of the carriage 5.
[0022] The carriage 5 is coupled to a timing belt 11
extending between a driving pulley 9 and a driven pulley
10. The driving pulley 9 rotates by the driving of the main
scanning motor 8. The driven pulley 10 includes a mech-
anism to adjust the distance with the driving pulley 9 in
order to give a predetermined degree of tension to the
timing belt 11. The driving of the main scanning motor 8
causes the timing belt 11 to convey the carriage 5. This
causes the carriage 5 to reciprocate in the main scanning
direction. For example, a main-scanning encoder sensor
131 is disposed on the carriage 5 as illustrated in FIG.
2. The main-scanning encoder sensor 131 detects a
mark on an encoder sheet 14 and outputs an encoder
value. The travel amount and travel speed of the carriage
5 are controlled based on the encoder value.
[0023] The carriage 5 includes recording heads 6A,
6B, and 6C as illustrated in FIG. 3. The recording head
6A includes a nozzle line 6Ay in which many nozzles to
discharge yellow (Y) ink are arranged, a nozzle line 6Ac
in which many nozzles to discharge cyan (C) ink are ar-
ranged, a nozzle line 6Am in which many nozzles to dis-
charge magenta (M) ink are arranged, and a nozzle line
6Ak in which many nozzles to discharge black (K) ink are
arranged. Similarly, the recording head 6B includes noz-
zle lines 6By, 6Bc, 6Bm, and 6Bk. The recording head
6C includes nozzle lines 6Cy, 6Cc, 6Cm, and 6Ck. Here-
inafter, the recording heads 6A, 6B, and 6C will collec-
tively be referred to as recording heads 6. The recording
head 6 is supported by the carriage 5 so that a discharge
face (nozzle face) of the recording head 6 faces down
(toward a recording medium P).
[0024] A cartridge 7, from which ink is supplied to the

recording head 6, is not mounted on the carriage 5. A
cartridge 7 is disposed at a predetermined position in the
image forming apparatus 100. The cartridge 7 and the
recording head 6 are coupled with a pipe so that ink is
supplied through the pipe from the cartridge 7 to the re-
cording head 6.
[0025] A platen 16 is disposed at a position facing the
discharge face of the recording head 6 as illustrated in
FIG. 2. The platen 16 is used to support the recording
medium P when ink is discharged from the recording
head 6 onto the recording medium P. The platen 16 in-
cludes many through holes penetrating in the thickness
direction and rib-shaped projections surrounding each of
the through holes. The platen 16 includes a suction fan
on a face opposite to the face supporting the recording
medium P. Activating the suction fan prevents the record-
ing medium P from falling from the platen 16. The record-
ing medium P is held between a conveyance roller pair
and is intermittently conveyed on the platen 16 in a sub-
scanning direction indicated by arrow B (hereinafter also
"sub-scanning direction B" serving as the direction of con-
veyance of the recording medium) in the drawings. The
conveyance roller is driven by a sub-scanning motor 12
to be described below (see FIG. 13).
[0026] The recording head 6 includes many nozzles
arranged in the sub-scanning direction as described
above. The image forming apparatus 100 according to
the present embodiment intermittently conveys the re-
cording medium P in the sub-scanning direction. Mean-
while, the image forming apparatus 100 causes the car-
riage 5 to reciprocate in the main scanning direction, se-
lectively drives the nozzles of the recording head 6 ac-
cording to the image data, and discharges the ink from
the recording head 6 to the recording medium P on the
platen 16 while the conveyance of the recording medium
P stops in order to record an image on the recording
medium P.
[0027] The image forming apparatus 100 according to
the present embodiment further includes a maintenance
mechanism 15 to maintain the reliability of the recording
head 6. For example, the maintenance mechanism 15
cleans the discharge face of the recording head 6, puts
a cap on the recording head 6, and discharges unnec-
essary ink from the recording head 6.
[0028] The carriage 5 further includes an imaging unit
20 (an imaging device) to capture an image of a test
pattern TP (see FIG. 15) on the recording medium P as
illustrated in FIG. 3. The test pattern TP will be described
later. The imaging unit 20 will be described in detail later.
[0029] Each of the components described above and
included in the image forming apparatus 100 according
to the present embodiment is disposed in an enclosure
1. The enclosure 1 includes a cover 2 to open and close.
When maintenance of the image forming apparatus 100
is performed or when paper jam occurs, the cover 2 is
opened, and work relating to the components in the en-
closure 1 can be performed.
[0030] In an embodiment, the imaging unit 20 illustrat-
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ed in FIG. 3 includes a reference chart to be simultane-
ously captured together with the test pattern TP. In an-
other embodiment, the imaging unit 20 does not include
such a reference chart. The reference chart is used to
calculate the colorimetric value of the test pattern TP, for
example, according to the RGB value of each reference
patch (see FIG. 9).

[Example 1 of Imaging Unit]

[0031] An example in which the imaging unit 20 in-
cludes a reference chart will be described first. FIG. 4 is
a perspective view of the appearance of the imaging unit.
FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view of the imaging
unit. FIG. 6 is a vertical cross-sectional view of the im-
aging unit, as viewed in the direction indicated by arrow
X1 in FIG. 4. FIG. 7 is a vertical cross-sectional view of
the imaging unit, viewed in the direction indicated by ar-
row X2 in FIG. 4. FIG. 8 is a plan view of the imaging unit.
[0032] The imaging unit 20 includes a housing 51, for
example, formed into a rectangular box. The housing 51
includes, for example, a bottom board 51a, a top board
51b, and sidewalls 51c, 51d, 51e, and 51f. The bottom
board 51a and top board 51b face each other and at a
predetermined interval from each other. The sidewalls
51c, 51d, 51e, and 51f couple the bottom board 51a to
the top board 51b. The bottom board 51a and the side-
walls 51d, 51e, and 51f of the housing 51 are formed as
a single piece by, for example, molding. The top board
51b and the sidewall 51c are detachably attached there-
to. FIG. 5 illustrates the state in which the top board 51b
and the sidewall 51c are detached.
[0033] For example, the imaging unit 20 is disposed
on a conveyance passage in a state in which a portion
of the housing 51 is supported by a predetermined sup-
port. The recording medium P on which the test pattern
TP is formed is conveyed on the conveyance passage.
Meanwhile, the imaging unit 20 is supported by the pre-
determined support so that the bottom board 51a of the
housing 51 faces the conveyed recording medium P ap-
proximately in parallel with a gap d secured therebe-
tween, as illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7.
[0034] The bottom board 51a of the housing 51 facing
the recording medium P on which the test pattern TP is
formed includes an opening 53 that enables the imaging
unit 20 to capture an image of the test pattern TP outside
the housing 51 from the inside of the housing 51.
[0035] In addition, the housing 51 includes a reference
chart 300 on an inner face of the bottom board 51a. The
reference chart 300 is disposed next to the opening 53
via the supporting member 63. A sensor unit 26, which
is described later, captures an image of the reference
chart 300 together with an image of the test pattern TP
for colorimetry of the test pattern TP and obtains the RGB
(red green blue) values. The reference chart 300 will be
described in detail later.
[0036] Meanwhile, a circuit board 54 is disposed near
the top board 51b in the housing 51. As illustrated in FIG.

8, the housing 51 is secured to the circuit board 54 by a
securing member 54b, and the housing 51 is shaped like
a rectangular box that is open on the side of the circuit
board 54. Note that the shape of the housing 51 is not
limited to a rectangular box but can be a cylindrical or
elliptical box including the bottom board 51a having the
opening 53.
[0037] The housing 51 further includes the sensor unit
26 disposed between the top board 51b and the circuit
board 54 and configured to capture an image. The sensor
unit 26 includes a two-dimensional sensor 27 and an im-
aging lens 28 as illustrated in FIG. 6. The two-dimension-
al sensor 27 is, for example, a Charge Coupled Device
(CCD) sensor or a Complementary Metal Oxide Semi-
conductor (CMOS) sensor. The imaging lens 28 forms
an optical image in a capture range of the sensor unit 26
on a light-receiving face (imaging region) of the two-di-
mensional sensor 27. The two-dimensional sensor 27 is
a light-receiving element array including two-dimension-
ally arranged arrays of light-receiving elements to receive
the light reflected from the object to be captured (i.e., a
captured object).
[0038] The sensor unit 26 is held, for example, by a
sensor holder 56 integrally formed with the sidewall 51e
of the housing 51. The sensor holder 56 includes a ring
56a at a position facing the through hole 54a on the circuit
board 54. The ring 56a includes a through hole having a
size corresponding to the external shape of a protruding
portion of the sensor unit 26 including the imaging lens
28. In the sensor unit 26, as the protruding portion includ-
ing the imaging lens 28 is inserted into the ring 56a of
the sensor holder 56, the sensor holder 56 holds the im-
aging lens 28 so that the imaging lens 28 faces the bottom
board 51a of the housing 51 through the through hole
54a of the circuit board 54.
[0039] At that time, as the sensor unit 26 is positioned
and held by the sensor holder 56, an optical axis illus-
trated as an alternate long and short dash line in FIG. 6
is approximately perpendicular to the bottom board 51a
of the housing 51, and the opening 53 and the reference
chart 300 are included in the image capture range. With
this structure, with a portion of the imaging region of the
two-dimensional sensor 27, the sensor unit 26 captures
an image of the test pattern TP outside the housing 51,
through the opening 53. In addition, with another portion
of the imaging region of the two-dimensional sensor 27,
the sensor unit 26 can capture an image of the reference
chart 300 in the housing 51.
[0040] Note that the sensor unit 26 is electrically cou-
pled to the circuit board 54 mounting various electronic
components, for example, via a flexible cable. The circuit
board 54 further includes an external coupling connector
57 including a coupling cable to couple the imaging unit
20 to a main control board of the image forming apparatus
100.
[0041] The imaging unit 20 includes a pair of light
sources 58 disposed on the circuit board 54, on a central
line OA passing through the center of the sensor unit 26
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in the sub-scanning direction. The light sources 58 are
equally away from the center of the sensor unit 26 in the
sub-scanning direction. The light sources 58 approxi-
mately evenly illuminate the range captured by the sen-
sor unit 26. The light source 58 is, for example, a light
emitting diode (LED) that effectively saves space and
power.
[0042] In the present embodiment, the pair of LEDs is
used as the light sources 58, and the LEDs are equally
arranged with respect to the center of the imaging lens
28 in a direction perpendicular to a direction in which the
opening 53 and the reference chart 300 are arranged as
illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8.
[0043] The two LEDs used as the light sources 58 are
mounted, for example, on a face of the circuit board 54
facing the bottom board 51a. However, the light source
58 can be disposed at any position at which the diffusion
light can approximately evenly illuminate the range cap-
tured by the sensor unit 26. Thus, the light source 58 is
not necessarily mounted on the circuit board 54 directly.
In addition, placing the two LEDs symmetrically with re-
spect to the two-dimensional sensor 27 enables the im-
aging unit 20 to capture an image capture face under an
illumination condition same as an illumination condition
under which the reference chart 300 is captured. In ad-
dition, the type of the light source 58 is not limited to the
LED although the LED is used as the light source 58 in
the present embodiment. For example, organic electro
luminescence (EL) can be used as the light source 58.
Using the organic EL as the light source 58 can provide
illumination light having spectral distribution similar to the
spectral distribution of sunlight. This can improve the
colorimetric accuracy.
[0044] As illustrated in FIG. 8, the sensor unit 26 further
includes a light absorber 55c immediately below the light
source 58 and the two-dimensional sensor 27. The light
absorber 55c absorbs the light from the light source 58
or reflects the light in a direction in which the two-dimen-
sional sensor 27 is not disposed. The light absorber 55c
has an acute shape to reflect the incident light from the
light source 58 to the inner face of the light absorber 55c
and not to reflect the light in a direction in which the in-
cident light enters.
[0045] Inside the housing 51, a light path length chang-
er 59 is disposed on a light path between the sensor unit
26 and the test pattern TP outside the housing 51 to be
captured by the sensor unit 26 through the opening 53.
The light path length changer 59 is an optical element
having a refractive index n that has sufficient transmit-
tance enabling the light of the light source 58 to pass
through. The light path length changer 59 is to bring the
imaging face where the test pattern TP outside the hous-
ing 51 is optically imaged close to the imaging face where
the reference chart 300 inside the housing 51 is optically
imaged. In other words, in the imaging unit 20, placing
the light path length changer 59 on a light path between
the sensor unit 26 and the captured object outside the
housing 51 changes the light path length. With this struc-

ture of the imaging unit 20, both of the imaging face where
the test pattern TP outside the housing 51 is optically
imaged and the imaging face where the reference chart
300 inside the housing 51 is optically imaged are adjusted
for the light receiving surface of the two-dimensional sen-
sor 27 of the sensor unit 26. Thus, the sensor unit 26 can
capture an image in which the test pattern TP outside
the housing 51 and the reference chart 300 inside the
housing 51 are in focus.
[0046] For example, a pair of ribs 60 and 61 supports
both edges of the face of the light path length changer
59 facing the bottom board 51a as illustrated in FIG. 6.
In addition, placing a pressing member 62 between the
face of the light path length changer 59 facing the top
board 51b and the circuit board 54 prevents the light path
length changer 59 from moving in the housing 51. The
light path length changer 59 is disposed at a position
where the light path length changer 59 seals the opening
53 on the bottom board 51a of the housing 51. Thus, the
light path length changer 59 also has a function of pre-
venting impurities such as an ink mist or dust entering
the housing 51 from the outside of the housing 51 through
the opening 53 from adhering, for example, to the sensor
unit 26, the light sources 58, and the reference chart 300.
[0047] Note that the mechanical configuration of the
imaging unit 20 described above is merely an example,
and the mechanical configuration is not limited to the ex-
ample. The imaging unit 20 can has any structure as long
as the sensor unit 26 in the housing 51 captures an image
of the test pattern TP outside the housing 51 through the
opening 53 while the light sources 58 in the housing 51
are on (emit light). The imaging unit 20 can be variously
modified from the above-described structure.
[0048] For example, the imaging unit 20 described
above includes the reference chart 300 on the inner face
of the bottom board 51a of the housing 51. Alternatively,
the imaging unit 20 haves a structure in which another
opening different from the opening 53 is disposed at the
position on the bottom board 51a of the housing 51 where
the reference chart 300 is disposed so that the reference
chart 300 is attached to the position where the opening
is disposed from the outside the housing 51. In this ex-
ample, the sensor unit 26 captures an image of the test
pattern TP on the recording medium P through the open-
ing 53 and simultaneously captures an image of the ref-
erence chart 300 attached to the bottom board 51a of
the housing 51 from the outside through the opening dif-
ferent from the opening 53. This example has an advan-
tage to make it easy to exchange the reference chart 300
at the occurrence of a problem such as a smudging of
the reference chart 300.
[0049] Next, an example of the reference chart 300
disposed in the housing 51 of the imaging unit 20 will be
described referring to FIG. 9. FIG. 9 illustrates an exam-
ple of the reference chart.
[0050] The reference chart 300 illustrated in FIG. 9 in-
cludes a plurality of colorimetric patch lines 310 to 340
in which colorimetric patches for colorimetry are lined, a
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distance measurement line 350, and chart position de-
termination marks 360.
[0051] The colorimetric patch line 310 includes color-
imetric patches for primary colors, yellow (Y), magenta
(M), cyan (C), and black (K), arranged in gradation order.
The colorimetric patch line 320 includes colorimetric
patches for secondary colors, red (R), green (G), and
blue (B), arranged in gradation order. The colorimetric
patch line 330 (an achromatic gradation pattern) includes
colorimetric patches for gray scale arranged in gradation
order. The colorimetric patch line 340 includes colorimet-
ric patches for tertiary colors arranged in gradation order.
[0052] The distance measurement line 350 is a rectan-
gular frame surrounding the plurality of colorimetric patch
lines 310 to 340. The chart position determination marks
360 are disposed on the four corners of the distance
measurement line 350 and function as markers to deter-
mine the position of each of the colorimetric patches. In
the image of the reference chart 300 captured with the
sensor unit 26, the distance measurement line 350 and
the chart position determination marks 360 on the four
corners thereof are identified to determine the position
of the reference chart 300 and the position of each of the
colorimetric patches.
[0053] Each of the colorimetric patches included in the
colorimetric patch lines 310 to 340 for colorimetry is used
as a reference to determine the color tone reflecting the
condition under which the sensor unit 26 captures the
image. Note that the structures of the colorimetric patch
lines 310 to 340 for colorimetry in the reference chart 300
are not limited to the example illustrated in FIG. 9, and
an arbitrary colorimetric patch line can be used. For ex-
ample, a colorimetric patch that can determine colors in
a color range as wide as possible can be used. Alterna-
tively, the colorimetric patch line 310 for the primary
colors YMCK or the colorimetric patch line 330 for gray
scale can include a patch having a colorimetric value of
the coloring material used in the image forming apparatus
100. Alternatively, the colorimetric patch line 320 for the
secondary colors RGB can include a patch having a
colorimetric value to be reproduced with the coloring ma-
terial used in the image forming apparatus 100. Further-
more, a reference color patch having a colorimetric value
specified in Japan Color can be used.
[0054] Note that, although the reference chart 300 ac-
cording to the present embodiment uses the colorimetric
patch lines 310 to 340 including patches (color patches)
of a typical shape, the reference chart 300 does not nec-
essarily include such colorimetric patch lines 310 to 340.
The reference chart 300 can have any configuration in
which a plurality of colors for colorimetry is arranged so
that the positions thereof can be identified.
[0055] As described above, the reference chart 300 is
disposed on the inner face of the bottom board 51a of
the housing 51 and on a side of the opening 53. Accord-
ingly, the sensor unit 26 can simultaneously capture an
image of the reference chart 300 and an image of the
test pattern TP outside the housing 51. Note that the si-

multaneous image capture in this example means that
acquiring image data of a frame including the test pattern
TP outside the housing 51 and the reference chart 300.
In other words, even if the data of each pixel is obtained
at a different time, as long as image data of a frame in-
cluding the test pattern TP outside the housing 51 and
the reference chart 300 is acquired, the test pattern TP
outside the housing 51 and the reference chart 300 are
captured at the same time as one image.

[Example 2 of Imaging Unit]

[0056] An example of an imaging unit without a refer-
ence chart will be described below, referring to FIGS. 10
and 11. FIG. 10 is a vertical cross-sectional view of the
imaging unit. FIG. 11 is a plan view of the imaging unit
of FIG. 10, as viewed in the direction indicated by arrow
X2.
[0057] As illustrated in FIG. 10, an imaging unit 20A
includes a substrate 41 secured to a carriage 5, light
sources 42, and a sensor unit 26. The light source 42
and the sensor unit 26 are mounted on the substrate 41.
[0058] For example, an LED is used as the light source
42. The test pattern TP on the recording medium P that
is a captured object is irradiated with illumination light,
and the light reflected (diffusely or specularly) therefrom
enters the sensor unit 26. As illustrated in FIG. 11, four
light sources 42 are disposed to surround the test pattern
TP on the recording medium P so as to evenly irradiate
the test pattern TP with the illumination light.
[0059] The sensor unit 26 includes a two-dimensional
sensor 27 such as a CCD sensor or a CMOS sensor and
an imaging lens 28. The sensor unit 26 causes the re-
flected light of the illumination light, emitted from the light
source 42 to the test pattern TP, to enter the two-dimen-
sional sensor 27 through the imaging lens 28. The two-
dimensional sensor 27 converts the entering light into an
analog signal by photoelectric conversion, and outputs
the signal as the captured image of the test pattern TP.

[Detailed Description of Conveyor]

[0060] A conveyor to convey the recording medium P
that is a conveyed object will be described. FIG. 12 is a
schematic view of an arrangement around a conveyance
roller. As illustrated in FIG. 12, the recording medium P
is intermittently conveyed in the sub-scanning direction
(indicated by arrow B in the drawings) perpendicular to
the main scanning direction A in which the carriage 5
moves. In the conveyance, a sub-scanning encoder sen-
sor 132 on a side plate reads an encoder 35 coaxially
disposed with a conveyance roller 152.
[0061] The amount of conveyance of the recording me-
dium P is controlled, based on the information read as
described above, by a sensor controller 124 (see FIG.
13) electrically coupled to the sub-scanning encoder sen-
sor 132. In this example, the encoder 35 is a rotary en-
coder including a disc-shaped optical grid. Thus, the an-
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gle, rotation amount, and rotation rate of the encoder can
be detected.

[Hardware Configuration of Image Forming Apparatus]

[0062] A hardware configuration of the image forming
apparatus 100 according to the present embodiment will
be described referring to FIG. 13. FIG. 13 is a block di-
agram of the hardware configuration of the image forming
apparatus according to Embodiment 1.
[0063] As illustrated in FIG. 13, the image forming ap-
paratus 100 according to the present embodiment in-
cludes a central processing unit (CPU) 110, a read-only
memory (ROM) 102, a random access memory (RAM)
103, a recording head driver 104, a main scanning driver
105, a sub-scanning driver 106, a control Field-Program-
mable Gate Array (FPGA) 120, a recording head 6, a
main-scanning encoder sensor 131, the imaging unit 20,
a main scanning motor 8, and the conveyor 150.
[0064] The CPU 110, the ROM 102, the RAM 103, the
recording head driver 104, the main scanning driver 105,
the sub-scanning driver 106, and the control FPGA 120
are mounted on a main control board 130. Meanwhile,
the recording head 6, the main-scanning encoder sensor
131, and the imaging unit 20 are mounted on the carriage
5 as described above. In addition, the sub-scanning en-
coder sensor 132, the conveyance roller 152, and the
sub-scanning motor 12 are mounted on the conveyor
150.
[0065] The CPU 110 controls the entire image forming
apparatus 100. For example, the CPU 110 uses the RAM
103 as a work area to execute various control programs
stored on the ROM 102 in order to output a control com-
mand to control each operation in the image forming ap-
paratus 100. In particular, the image forming apparatus
100 according to the present embodiment uses the CPU
110 to implement, for example, a function to form the test
pattern TP, a function as a distance measurement de-
vice, and a function to adjust a parameter relating to the
amount of conveyance of the recording medium P based
on the distance. Those functions will be described in de-
tail later.
[0066] The recording head driver 104, the main scan-
ning driver 105, and the sub-scanning driver 106 drive
the recording head 6, the main scanning motor 8, and
the sub-scanning motor 12, respectively.
[0067] The control FPGA 120 cooperates with the CPU
110 to control various types of operation in the image
forming apparatus 100. The control FPGA 120 includes,
for example, a CPU controller 121, a memory controller
122, an ink discharge controller 123, a sensor controller
124, and a motor controller 125 as functional compo-
nents.
[0068] The CPU controller 121 communicates with the
CPU 110 to transmit various types of information that the
control FPGA 120 obtains to the CPU 110 and input a
control command output from the CPU 110.
[0069] The memory controller 122 performs memory

control to enable the CPU 110 to access the ROM 102
or the RAM 103.
[0070] The ink discharge controller 123 controls the
operation of the recording head driver 104 in response
to the control command from the CPU 110 in order to
control the discharge timing at which ink is discharged
from the recording head 6 driven by the recording head
driver 104.
[0071] The sensor controller 124 processes a sensor
signal such as encoder values output from the main-
scanning encoder sensor 131 and the sub-scanning en-
coder sensor 132. For example, the sensor controller 124
performs a process for calculating, for example, the po-
sition, travel speed, and travel direction of the carriage 5
based on the encoder value output from the main-scan-
ning encoder sensor 131. For example, the sensor con-
troller 124 similarly performs a process for calculating
the rotation speed or rotation direction of the conveyance
roller 152 conveying the recording medium P based on
the encoder value output from the sub-scanning encoder
sensor 132.
[0072] The motor controller 125 controls the operation
of the main scanning driver 105 in response to the control
command from the CPU 110 to control the main scanning
motor 8 driven by the main scanning driver 105 in order
to control the movement of the carriage 5 in the main
scanning direction. The motor controller 125 similarly
controls the operation of the sub-scanning driver 106 in
response to the control command from the CPU 110 to
control the sub-scanning motor 12 driven by the sub-
scanning driver 106 in order to control the movement
(conveyance) of the recording medium P with the con-
veyance roller 152 in the sub-scanning direction.
[0073] Note that each component described above is
an exemplary control function implemented by the control
FPGA 120, and other control functions than the functions
described above can also be implemented by the control
FPGA 120. Alternatively, all or some of the control func-
tions described above can be implemented by the pro-
gram executed by the CPU 110 or another general-pur-
pose CPU. Alternatively, some of the control functions
described above can be implemented by dedicated hard-
ware such as another FPGA different from the control
FPGA 120 or an application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC).
[0074] The recording head 6 includes a plurality of noz-
zles to discharge ink to form an image (see FIG. 3). The
CPU 110 and the control FPGA 120 control the operation
of the recording head driver 104. The recording head
driver 104 drives the recording head 6 so that the record-
ing head 6 discharges ink onto the recording medium P
on the platen 16 to form an image.
[0075] The main-scanning encoder sensor 131 detects
the mark of the encoder sheet 14 to obtain an encoder
value, and outputs the obtained encoder value to the con-
trol FPGA 120. The sensor controller 124 of the control
FPGA 120 uses the output encoder value to calculate
the position, travel speed, and travel direction of the car-
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riage 5. The position, travel speed, and travel direction
of the carriage 5, which are calculated by the sensor con-
troller 124 according to the encoder value, are transmit-
ted to the CPU 110. The CPU 110 generates a control
command to control the main scanning motor 8 according
to the calculated position, travel speed, and travel direc-
tion of the carriage 5, and outputs the control command
to the motor controller 125.
[0076] The imaging unit 20 captures an image of the
test pattern TP on the recording medium P and performs
various processing of the captured image, controlled by
the CPU 110. The imaging unit 20 includes a two-dimen-
sional sensor CPU 140 and the two-dimensional sensor
27.
[0077] The two-dimensional sensor 27 is, for example,
a CCD sensor or a CMOS sensor as described above.
The two-dimensional sensor 27 captures an image of the
test pattern TP under predetermined operation condi-
tions according to various setting signals transmitted
from the two-dimensional sensor CPU 140. Then, the
two-dimensional sensor 27 transmits the captured image
to the two-dimensional sensor CPU 140.
[0078] The two-dimensional sensor CPU 140 controls
the two-dimensional sensor 27 and processes the image
captured by the two-dimensional sensor 27. In specific,
the two-dimensional sensor CPU 140 transmits various
setting signals to the imaging unit 20 in order to set var-
ious operation condition under which the two-dimension-
al sensor 27 operates. In addition, the two-dimensional
sensor CPU 140 implements detection of the mark of the
test pattern TP in the captured image of the test pattern
TP, and calculation of the ratio between the distance in
the captured image and the actual distance. Those func-
tions will be described in detail later.
[0079] The imaging unit 20 further includes a RAM and
a ROM so that, for example, the two-dimensional sensor
CPU 140 uses the RAM as a work area to execute various
control programs stored on the ROM in order to output
a control command to control each operation of the im-
aging unit 20. In addition, the two-dimensional sensor
CPU 140 has functions of converting the analog signal
obtained in the photoelectric conversion by the two-di-
mensional sensor 27 into the digital image data in AD
conversion and processing the digital image data in var-
ious image processing processes such as shading cor-
rection, white-balance correction, γ correction, and image
data format conversion. Some of or the entire image
processing processes for the captured image can be per-
formed outside the imaging unit 20.
[0080] The sub-scanning encoder sensor 132 outputs
the encoder value read from the encoder 35 to the control
FPGA 120. The sensor controller 124 of the control FPGA
120 uses the encoder value to calculate the rotation
speed and rotation direction of the conveyance roller 152
conveying the recording medium P. The rotation speed
and rotation direction of the conveyance roller 152 cal-
culated according to the encoder value by the sensor
controller 124 are transmitted to the CPU 110. The CPU

110 generates a control command to control the sub-
scanning motor 12 according to the calculated rotation
speed and rotation direction of the conveyance roller 152
and outputs the control command to the motor controller
125.
[0081] As the sub-scanning motor 12 rotates at the ro-
tation speed in the rotation direction according to the con-
trol command received from the motor controller 125, the
conveyance roller 152 conveys the recording medium P
by a predetermined amount.
[0082] In the image forming apparatus 100 according
to the present embodiment, the recording head driver
104, the main scanning driver 105, the sub-scanning driv-
er 106, the recording head 6, the main scanning motor
8, and the sub-scanning motor 12 together function as
an image forming device to form an image on the record-
ing medium P. The recording head driver 104, the main
scanning driver 105, and the sub-scanning driver 106 are
controlled by the CPU 110 and the control FPGA 120.
The recording head 6, the main scanning motor 8, and
the sub-scanning motor 12 are driven by those drivers.
[0083] In FIG. 13, the two-dimensional sensor CPU
140 and the imaging unit 20 are mounted on the carriage
5. However, the two-dimensional sensor CPU 140 and
the imaging unit 20 can be disposed at any positions
where the two-dimensional sensor CPU 140 and the im-
aging unit 20 can appropriately capture an image of the
test pattern TP on the recording medium P. Thus, the
two-dimensional sensor CPU 140 and the imaging unit
20 are not necessarily mounted on the carriage 5.

[Functional Configuration of Image Forming Apparatus]

[0084] Characteristic functions implemented by the
CPU 110 and two-dimensional sensor CPU 140 of the
image forming apparatus 100 will be described, referring
to FIG. 14. FIG. 14 is a block diagram of a functional
configuration of the image forming apparatus according
to Embodiment 1.
[0085] For example, the CPU 110 uses the RAM 103
as a work area to execute a control program stored on
the ROM 102 in order to implement, for example, the
functions of the pattern forming unit 111, the actual dis-
tance calculator 114, the adjusting unit 115, and the con-
veyance controller 116. For example, the two-dimension-
al sensor CPU 140 of the imaging unit 20 similarly uses
the RAM as a work area to execute a control program
stored on the ROM in order to implement, for example,
the functions of the position detector 142 and the ratio
calculator 143.
[0086] The conveyance controller 116 of the CPU 110
controls the conveyance roller 152 of the conveyor 150
to convey the recording medium P. For example, the con-
veyance controller 116 determines the rotation speed
and rotation direction of the conveyance roller 152 based
on the encoder value output from the sub-scanning en-
coder sensor 132. Then, the conveyance controller 116
transmits a control command indicating the determined
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rotation speed and rotation direction via the control FPGA
120 to the sub-scanning motor 12 of the conveyor 150,
thereby controlling the conveyance roller 152 to convey
the recording medium P.
[0087] The pattern forming unit 111 of the CPU 110
reads the pattern data preliminarily stored, for example,
on the ROM 102 and causes the image forming device
described above to form, according to the pattern data,
the test pattern TP on the recording medium P. The im-
aging unit 20 captures an image of the test pattern TP
on the recording medium P formed by the pattern forming
unit 111.
[0088] The test pattern TP according to the present
embodiment is a mark set M including, at least, a first
mark M1 and a pair of second marks M2a and M2b. The
test pattern TP will be described in detail later (see FIG.
15). The pattern forming unit 111 causes the image form-
ing device to form one of the first mark M1 and the pair
of second marks M2a and M2b on the recording medium
P. After the recording medium P is conveyed by a pre-
determined amount, the pattern forming unit 111 causes
the image forming device to form the other (either the
first mark M1 or the pair of second marks M2a and M2b).
[0089] In the present embodiment, a description is giv-
en of an example in which the pattern forming unit 111
causes the recording head 6 to form the first mark M1 on
the recording medium P and, after the recording medium
P is conveyed by a predetermined amount, to form the
pair of second marks M2a and M2b. As described above,
the order of formation of the marks is not limited. The
pattern forming unit 111 can form the second marks M2a
and M2b on the recording medium P and then form the
first mark M1 after the recording medium P is conveyed
by the predetermined amount.
[0090] Here, the test pattern TP will be described. FIG.
15 illustrates an example of the test pattern on a recording
medium. As illustrated in FIG. 15, the test pattern TP is
the mark set M including, at least, the first mark M1 and
the pair of second marks M2a and M2b. In the test pattern
TP illustrated in FIG. 15, the first mark M1 is disposed at
a midpoint position between the second marks M2a and
M2b. The first mark M1 and the pair of second marks
M2a and M2b are formed as dots and lined up in the sub-
scanning direction B, in which the recording medium P
is conveyed.
[0091] Next, a method of forming the test pattern is
described with reference to FIGS. 16A, 16B, and 16C.
Initially, the pattern forming unit 111 causes the recording
head 6 to form the first mark M1 on the recording medium
P as illustrated in FIG. 16A. Subsequently, as illustrated
in FIG. 16B, the conveyance controller 116 controls the
conveyance roller 152 to convey the recording medium
P for a predetermined amount L2 in the sub-scanning
direction B, which is an ideal amount by which the re-
cording medium P is conveyed in formation of the test
pattern TP (i.e., ideal conveyance distance). The amount
by which the recording medium P is actually conveyed
at that time is a conveyance amount L1 (also referred to

as "actual conveyance amount L1"). After the convey-
ance of the conveyance amount L1, as illustrated in FIG.
16C, the pattern forming unit 111 causes the recording
head 6 to form the second marks M2a and M2b. Here,
referring also to FIG. 3, when the nozzle to form the first
mark M1 is referred to as a first mark nozzle 6A1 (illus-
trated in FIG. 3), a nozzle located at a distance L2 from
the first mark nozzle 6A1 is referred to as a reference
nozzle (e.g., a nozzle 6A4). The pair of second marks
M2a and M2b are formed with two nozzles 6A2 and 6A3,
each of which is at a distance e forward or backward from
the reference nozzle 6A4 in the sub-scanning direction
B. Hereinafter, the two nozzles 6A2 and 6A3 at the dis-
tance e from the reference nozzle 6A4 in the sub-scan-
ning direction are referred to as "specified nozzles".
[0092] Accordingly, when the actual conveyance
amount L1 is identical to the ideal conveyance distance
L2, in the test pattern TP, the first mark M1 is located at
an ideal position that is a midpoint between the second
marks M2a and M2b in the sub-scanning direction. By
contrast, when the actual conveyance amount L1 is dif-
ferent from the ideal conveyance distance L2, in the test
pattern TP, the first mark M1 is located, for example,
between the second marks M2a and M2b and closer to
either the second mark M2a or M2b in the sub-scanning
direction.
[0093] Then, the imaging unit 20 captures (images) the
test pattern TP and the two-dimensional sensor CPU 140
calculates the relative positions of the first mark M1 and
the pair of second marks M2a and M2b to obtain the
amount of difference (hereinafter referred to as "deviation
amount") between the ideal conveyance distance L2 and
the actual conveyance amount L1. Note that, although
the ideal position of the first mark M1 is intermediate (at
the midpoint in particular) between the second marks
M2a and M2b in the present embodiment, the ideal po-
sition of the first mark M1 is not limited thereto. In other
words, the first mark M1 can be formed at any position
as long as the first mark M1 can be captured together
with the second marks M2a and M2b and formed at a
predetermined position. For example, the ideal position
of the first mark M1 can be closer to either the second
mark M2a or M2b and not necessarily between the sec-
ond marks M2a and M2b.
[0094] In one embodiment, the pattern forming unit 111
uses nozzles (e.g., the nozzles 6A1, 6A2, and 6A3 illus-
trated in FIG. 3) on the same line to form the first mark
M1 and the pair of second marks M2a and M2b. Alter-
natively, the nozzles to form the first mark M1 and the
pair of second marks M2a and M2b can be on different
lines as long as each of the nozzles to form the second
marks M2a and M2b is at the distance e from the refer-
ence nozzle (e.g., the nozzle 6A4) in the sub-scanning
direction B. In other words, the second marks M2a and
M2b can be formed at positions different in the main scan-
ning direction A.
[0095] Specifically, as described above with reference
to FIG. 3, each of the recording heads 6A, 6B, and 6C
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according to the present embodiment includes one noz-
zle line for each color (four lines in total) in which a large
number of nozzles are lined in the sub-scanning direction
B. For example, the pattern forming unit 111 can cause
the recording head 6A to discharge ink from nozzles of
the same line (e.g., the nozzle line 6Ak) of the four nozzle
lines 6Ac, 6Ay, 6Am, and 6Ak, to form the first mark M1
and the second marks M2a and M2b. That is, the first
mark M1 and the second marks M2a and M2b are formed
with the ink discharged from the nozzle line 6Ak of the
recording head 6A.
[0096] Alternatively, the pattern forming unit 111 can
form the second marks M2a and M2b with ink discharged
from nozzles of on the line different from the nozzle line
to form the first mark M1. For example, the first mark M1
is formed with the ink discharged from the nozzle line
6Ak of the recording head 6A and the second marks M2a
and M2b are formed with the ink discharged from the
nozzle line 6Am of the recording head 6A. In this case,
although the second marks M2a and M2b are shifted
from the first mark M1 in the main scanning direction, the
second marks M2a and M2b can be formed with the spec-
ified nozzles disposed at the distances e forward and
backward from the reference nozzle in the sub-scanning
direction B.
[0097] Note that, in forming the test pattern TP, the
relative positions between the first mark M1 and the sec-
ond marks M2a and M2b are not limited, as long as the
first mark M1 is formed before the recording medium P
is conveyed by the predetermined amount (conveyance
amount L1) and the second marks M2a and M2b are
formed after the recording medium P is conveyed by the
predetermined conveyance amount L1. In addition, the
position and timing to form each of the first mark M1 and
the pair of second marks M2a and M2b of the test pattern
TP are indicated in the pattern data described above.
According to the timing mentioned here, the mark is
formed in either the forward movement of the carriage 5
or the backward movement of the carriage 5.
[0098] Additionally, the pattern forming unit 111 can
form the first mark M1 on the recording medium P and,
after the recording medium P is conveyed by an integral
multiple of the conveyance amount L1 to be adjusted,
form the pair of second marks M2a and M2b. Specifically,
although the ideal conveyance distance is equivalent to
the distance L2 between the reference nozzle (e.g., 6A4
in FIG. 3) and the first mark nozzle (e.g., 6A1 in FIG. 3)
in the description above, the ideal distance can be an
integral multiple of the distance L2 (n3L2), and the re-
cording medium P can be conveyed by a distance rep-
resented as n3L1 after the first mark M1 is formed. In
this case, as the recording medium P is conveyed by the
distance n3L1, the effect of error due to a bend of the
nozzle to form the mark is dispersed in the distance n
times of the distance L1. That is, the error due to the bend
of the nozzle can be reduced to one nth (1/n). When the
distance L2 between the reference nozzle and the nozzle
for the first mark M1 is small or the width of pattern for-

mation in the sub-scanning direction is large, multiplying
(n times) the conveyance amount L1 in forming the test
pattern TP is advantageous in obtaining a more accurate
deviation amount. Note that, when the effect of bent of
the nozzle is small enough to be ignored, it is not neces-
sary to disperse the error of nozzle bend to be averaged
as described above.
[0099] Referring back to FIG. 14, the position detector
142 of the two-dimensional sensor CPU 140 processes
the image captured with the imaging unit 20 in a prede-
termined process such as a binarization process to detect
each of the first mark M1 and the pair of second marks
M2a and M2b from the captured image.
[0100] The ratio calculator 143 of the two-dimensional
sensor CPU 140 calculates the ratio between the dis-
tance between the second marks M2a and M2b in the
captured image and the amount of deviation of the first
mark M1 in the captured image based on the positions
of the first mark M1 and the pair of second marks M2a
and M2b in the captured image.
[0101] Referring to FIG. 17A, descriptions are given
below of a method for calculating the ratio between the
distance between the second marks M2a and M2b and
the amount of deviation of the first mark M1 in the cap-
tured image. As illustrated in FIG. 17, the ratio calculator
143 obtains the distance 2D between the second marks
M2a and M2b in the captured image from the detected
positions of the second marks M2a and M2b. Then, the
ratio calculator 143 obtains a deviation amount s of the
first mark M1 in the captured image based on the differ-
ence between the detected position of the first mark M1
and the ideal position of the first mark M1. In the example
described here, the ideal position of the first mark M1 is
the midpoint of the pair of second marks M2a and M2b,
in other words, a position away from each of the second
marks M2a and M2b by half the distance between the
second marks M2a and M2b. In FIG. 17, the ideal position
of the first mark M1 is indicated by broken circle in FIG.
17, which is equidistant (at a distance D in FIG. 17) from
the second mark M2a and the second mark M2b. Then,
the deviation amount s of the first mark M1 in the captured
image is divided by the distance 2D between the second
marks M2a and M2b in the captured image, thereby cal-
culating the ratio (s/2D). The ratio calculator 143 trans-
mits the calculated ratio to the actual distance calculator
114.
[0102] Next, referring to FIG. 18, a description is given
of an example in which deviation occurs in the relative
positions between the first mark M1 and the pair of sec-
ond marks M2a and M2b in formation of the test pattern
TP illustrated in FIG. 15.
[0103] As described above, the first mark M1 is expect-
ed to be located at the midpoint of the second marks M2a
and M2b (ideal position) in the test pattern TP illustrated
in FIG. 15. However, the deviation of ink landing position
caused by the variations in amount of conveyance of the
recording medium P shifts the first mark M1 closer to the
second mark M2a as illustrated in FIG. 18. In the captured
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image based on this assumption, as illustrated in FIG.
18, the first mark M1 is at a distance a from the second
mark M2a and at a distance b from the first mark M2b.
[0104] Even if a relative deviation occurs between the
pair of second marks M2a and M2b and the first mark
M1, the actual distance between the second marks M2a
and M2b is not changed because the pair of second
marks M2a and M2b is formed under the same conditions
(the same amount of conveyance). In other words, the
actual distance between the second marks M2a and M2b
expressed as a distance a + b illustrated in FIG. 18 is not
changed even if a relative deviation occurs between the
pair of second marks M2a and M2b and the first mark M1.
[0105] FIG. 19 is a diagram of the amount of deviation
of the first mark M1 relative to the pair of second marks
M2a and M2b. FIG. 19 illustrates a coordinate plane in-
cluding the midpoint of the pair of second marks M2a and
M2b as an origin, the actual distance on a horizontal axis,
and the distance in the captured image on a vertical axis.
The positions of the second marks M2a and M2b are
plotted on the coordinated plane, respectively. The ex-
ample illustrated in FIG. 19 is on the assumption that the
first mark M1 is deviated relatively to the pair of second
marks M2a and M2b as illustrated in FIG. 18.
[0106] The inclination of the line connecting the plotted
positions of the second marks M2a and M2b in FIG. 19
corresponds to the ratio between the distance between
the second marks M2a and M2b in the captured image
and the actual distance between the second marks M2a
and M2b. In other words, the inclination of the line indi-
cates the ratio between the distance in the captured im-
age and the actual distance (image magnification). In the
case where the relative deviation between the pair of
second marks M2a and M2b and the first mark M1 does
not occur, the position of the first mark M1 is plotted on
the origin. Accordingly, the distance s between the inter-
sect of the line connecting the plotted positions of the
second marks M2a and M2b and the horizontal axis and
the origin represents the amount of deviation of the first
mark M1 relative to the pair of second marks M2a and
M2b.
[0107] The ratio between the distance in the captured
image and the actual distance (the image magnification)
varies according to a variation in the distance between
the imaging unit 20 and the test pattern TP. The image
forming apparatus 100 according to the present embod-
iment supports the recording medium P on which the test
pattern TP is formed on the platen 16 having a rugged
shape including the rib-shaped projections as described
above. Thus, the rugged shape of the platen 16 varies
the distance between the imaging unit 20 and the test
pattern TP and may change the ratio.
[0108] FIG. 20 is a diagram of the amount of deviation
of the first mark M1 relative to the pair of second marks
M2a and M2b when the distance between the imaging
unit 20 and the test pattern TP varies. When the distance
between the imaging unit 20 and the test pattern TP de-
creases, the distance between the second mark M2a and

the first mark M1 in the captured image has a value a’
larger than the distance a illustrated in FIG. 18 and the
distance between the second mark M2b and the first mark
M1 in the captured image has a value b’ larger than the
distance b illustrated in FIG. 18. Therefore, the inclination
of the line connecting the plotted positions of the second
marks M2a and M2b increases in comparison with the
inclination in the example in FIG. 19.
[0109] On the other hand, when the distance between
the imaging unit 20 and the test pattern TP increases,
the distance between the second mark M2a and the first
mark M1 in the captured image has a value a" smaller
than the distance a illustrated in FIG. 18 and the distance
between the second mark M2b and the first mark M1 in
the captured image has a value b" smaller than the dis-
tance b illustrated in FIG. 18. Thus, the inclination of the
line connecting the plotted positions of the second marks
M2a and M2b decreases in comparison with the inclina-
tion in the example in FIG. 19. However, the deviation
amount s of the first mark M1 relative to the pair of second
marks M2a and M2b is not changed even if the inclination
of the line connecting the plotted positions of the second
marks M2a and M2b varies.
[0110] The distance between the intersect of the line
connecting the plotted positions of the second marks M2a
and M2b and the vertical axis and the origin is the amount
of deviation of the first mark M1 relative to the pair of
second marks M2a and M2b in the captured image. As
the distance between the imaging unit 20 and the test
pattern TP decreases, the distance between the second
marks M2a and M2b increases, and the amount of devi-
ation in the captured image also increases at the same
ratio. On the other hand, as the distance between the
imaging unit 20 and the test pattern TP increases, the
distance between the second marks M2a and M2b de-
creases, and the amount of deviation in the captured im-
age also decreases at the same ratio. In other word, even
if the distance between the imaging unit 20 and the test
pattern TP varies, the ratio between the distance be-
tween the second marks M2a and M2b and the amount
of deviation in the captured image does not change.
[0111] Referring back to FIG. 14, the actual distance
calculator 114 of the CPU 110 multiplies the distance
between the specified nozzles (i.e., a theoretical distance
between the pair of second marks) used to form the sec-
ond marks M2a and M2b by the ratio calculated with the
ratio calculator 143, thereby calculating the actual dis-
tance of deviation amount s of the first mark M1, relative
to the pair of second marks M2a and M2b. The actual
distance calculator 114 transmits the calculated actual
distance to the adjusting unit 115.
[0112] The adjusting unit 115 of the CPU 110 calcu-
lates the correction amount of the parameter relating to
the conveyance amount of the recording medium P (con-
trolled by the conveyance controller 116), based on the
deviation amount s of the first mark M1 calculated by the
actual distance calculator 114. Then, the adjusting unit
115 adjusts the parameter by the calculated correction
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amount. The parameter relating to the amount of con-
veyance of the recording medium P (hereinafter also sim-
ply "conveyance-related parameter") includes, for exam-
ple, the parameter to control the rotation speed of the
conveyance roller 152. The adjusting unit 115 transmits
the adjustment value for the parameters to the control
FPGA 120 in order to adjust, for example, the operation
of the conveyance controller 116 to control the convey-
ance roller 152.

[Operation of Image Forming Apparatus]

[0113] The operation of the image forming apparatus
100 for adjusting the amount of conveyance will be de-
scribed, referring to FIGS. 21A, 21B, and 21C. FIGS.
21A, 21B, and 21C are flowcharts of the operation for
adjusting the amount of conveyance in the image forming
apparatus according to Embodiment 1. The steps S13
to S15 in FIG. 21B are performed by the imaging unit 20
controlled by the two-dimensional sensor CPU 140, and
steps S10 to S12 in FIG. 21B and steps S16 to S19 in
FIG. 21C are controlled by the CPU 110.
[0114] When the recording medium P is set on the plat-
en 16, at S10, the pattern forming unit 111 of the CPU
110 forms the first mark M1 on the recording medium P.
At S11, the conveyance controller 116 of the causes the
conveyance roller 152 to convey the recording medium
P for the predetermined conveyance amount L1.
[0115] At S12, the pattern forming unit 111 causes the
recording head 6A to form the pair of second marks M2a
and M2b with the specified nozzles (e.g., the nozzles 6A2
and 6A3) disposed at the distance e forward and back-
ward, respectively, from the reference nozzle (e.g., the
nozzle 6A4) positioned at the distance L2 (ideal convey-
ance distance) from the first mark nozzle, in the sub-
scanning direction B. As a result, the test pattern TP in-
cluding the first mark M1 and the pair of second marks
M2a and M2b is formed.
[0116] Referring to FIG. 21B, at S13, the two-dimen-
sional sensor 27 of the imaging unit 20 captures an image
of the test pattern TP formed at steps S10 and S12, and
outputs the captured image of the test pattern TP. At S14,
the position detector 142 of the two-dimensional sensor
CPU 140 detects the position of each of the pair of second
marks M2a and M2b and the first mark M1 in the captured
image.
[0117] At S15, the ratio calculator 143 of the two-di-
mensional sensor CPU 140 calculates the ratio of the
amount of deviation of the first mark M1 in the captured
image relative to the distance between the pair of second
marks M2a and M2b in the captured image, using the
detected positions of the first mark M1 and the pair of
second marks M2a and M2b in the captured image.
[0118] Referring to FIG. 21C, at S16, the actual dis-
tance calculator 114 of the CPU 110 multiplies, by the
ratio calculated at S15, the distance between specified
nozzles (to form the second marks M2a and M2b), using
the pattern data used to form the test pattern TP at steps

S10 and S12 and the ratio calculated at step S15 to cal-
culate the actual distance of deviation of the first mark M1.
[0119] At S17, the adjusting unit 115 of the CPU 110
determines, based on the actual distance of deviation of
the first mark M1 calculated at step S16, whether the
landing position of ink has deviated. When the adjusting
unit 115 determines that the landing position of ink has
not deviated (No at S17), a sequence of operations is
completed.
[0120] On the other hand, when the adjusting unit 115
determines that the landing position has deviated (Yes
at S17), at S18, the adjusting unit 115 calculates the cor-
rection amount of the conveyance-related parameter
based on the actual distance of deviation of the first mark
M1 calculated at S16. At S19, the adjusting unit 115 ad-
justs the conveyance-related parameter, using the cal-
culated correction amount. Then, a sequence of opera-
tions is completed.
[0121] As described above, the image forming appa-
ratus 100 according to the present embodiment forms
the first mark M1, conveys the recording medium P for
the predetermined amount (the conveyance amount LI),
and then forms the pair of second marks M2a and M2b,
thereby forming the test pattern TP including the first
mark M1 and the pair of second marks M2a and M2b.
Then, the imaging unit 20 captures an image of the
formed test pattern TP. Next, the image forming appara-
tus 100 detects the position of each of the pair of second
marks M2a and M2b and the first mark M1 of the test
pattern TP in the captured image. Then, the image form-
ing apparatus 100 calculates the ratio between the dis-
tance between the second marks M2a and M2b in the
captured image and the amount of deviation of the first
mark M1 in the captured image, and multiplies the actual
distance between the second marks M2a and M2b by
the ratio to calculate the actual distance of deviation of
the first mark M1. Then, the image forming apparatus
100 adjusts the parameter relating to the amount of con-
veyance of the recording medium P according to the ac-
tual distance of deviation.
[0122] Therefore, according to the present embodi-
ment, even if the distance between the imaging unit 20
and the test pattern TP varies, the image forming appa-
ratus 100 can calculate the actual distance of deviation
of the landing position of ink based on the captured image
of the test pattern TP. Then, the image forming apparatus
100 can adjust the parameter relating to the amount of
conveyance of the recording medium P based on the
amount of deviation, thereby improving the image quality.

<Another Method for Calculating Actual Distance of De-
viation of First Mark>

[0123] In the embodiment described above, the ratio
between the distance between the second marks M2a
and M2b in the captured image and the amount of devi-
ation of the first mark M1 in the captured image is calcu-
lated. Then, the distance between the specified nozzles
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(i.e., the theoretical distance between the second marks
M2a and M2b) is multiplied by the calculated ratio to ob-
tain the actual distance of deviation of the first mark M1.
Alternatively, the actual distance of deviation of the first
mark M1 can be calculated as follows.
[0124] The ratio calculator 143 calculates the ratio be-
tween the distance between the second marks M2a and
M2b in the captured image and the distance between
one of the second marks M2a and M2b and the first mark
M1 in the captured image. For example, when FIG. 18
is referred to, the calculated ratio in this example is rep-
resented as a/(a + b) or b/(a + b).
[0125] The actual distance calculator 114 multiplies
the distance between the specified nozzles used to form
the second marks M2a and M2b (theoretical distance
between the second marks M2a and M2b) by the ratio
calculated with the ratio calculator 143 to calculate the
actual distance between one of the second marks M2a
and M2b and the first mark M1. Then, the actual distance
calculator 114 subtracts the calculated actual distance
between one of the second marks M2a and M2b and the
first mark M1 from the distance between one of the sec-
ond marks M2a and M2b and the first mark M1 in the
pattern data used to form the test pattern TP in order to
calculate the actual distance of deviation of the first mark
M1. Then, the parameter relating to the amount of con-
veyance of the recording medium P is adjusted based
on the calculated actual distance of deviation of the first
mark M1.

[Modification of Test Pattern]

[0126] The test pattern TP used in the present embod-
iment is not limited to the example illustrated in FIG. 15,
and can be variously modified. A modification of the test
pattern TP will be described below.
[0127] Although, in the test pattern TP illustrated in
FIG. 15, the first mark M1 and the pair of second marks
M2a and M2b are dots, alternatively, the first mark M1
and the pair of second marks M2a and M2b can be lines
extending in the main scanning direction in which the
carriage 5 moves. FIG. 22 illustrates a test pattern TP1
including linear marks. For example, as illustrated in FIG.
22, the pair of second marks M2a and M2b and the first
mark M1 can be lines extending in the main scanning
direction A, and the first mark M1 is disposed between
the second marks M2a and M2b. Modifying the marks
into lines facilitates the detection of the positions of the
marks in the captured image.
[0128] The test pattern TP can be formed with a plu-
rality of linear marks extending in the main scanning di-
rection A. FIG. 23 illustrates an example of a test pattern
including groups of linear marks. For example, a test pat-
tern TP2 illustrated in FIG. 23 includes a plurality of mark
sets M (four mark sets M, M’, M", and M"’) arranged in
the main scanning direction A, and each of the mark sets
M includes the pair of second mark M2a and M2b and
the first mark M1 that are lines extending in the main

scanning direction A. The first mark M1 is disposed be-
tween the second mark M2a and M2b. In FIG. 23, first
marks M1, M1’, M1", and M1"’, and second marks M2a,
M2a’, M2a", M2a"’, M2b, M2b’, M2b", and M2b"’ are
formed with different nozzles from each other. Hereinaf-
ter, the first marks M1, M1’, M1", and M1"’ are also col-
lectively referred to as "first marks M1". Similarly, the sec-
ond marks M2a, M2a’, M2a", M2a"’, M2b, M2b’, M2b",
and M2b"’ are also collectively referred to as second
marks M2a and M2b".
[0129] In the case where the plurality of mark sets M
to M’ formed with line marks extending in the main scan-
ning direction A is formed by same nozzles, the mark
sets M to M’ may be affected by the bend (bend in dis-
charge) of the nozzles inherent in those nozzles. By con-
trast, when the plurality of mark sets M to M’ is formed
with different nozzles and the amount of deviation is ob-
tained based on the test pattern TP formed by the differ-
ent nozzles to calculate the average, the effects of the
bends (bend in discharge) inherent in the nozzles can be
reduced. For example, in the case illustrated in FIG. 23,
since the amount of deviation is obtained based on the
test pattern TP2 including the four mark sets M to M’, the
error is reduced to one fourth (1/4).
[0130] Yet in another configuration, in the test pattern
TP including the plurality of linear marks extending in the
main scanning direction A, a reference line to locate the
first mark M1 and the pair of second marks M2a and M2b
can be formed under a condition different from the con-
dition under which the first mark M1 and the pair of second
marks M2a and M2b are formed. The reference line can
be a reference frame surrounding the first mark M1 and
the pair of second marks M2a and M2b.
[0131] FIG. 24 illustrates a test pattern TP3 including
linear marks and the reference frame. A test pattern TP3
illustrated in FIG. 24 includes the test pattern TP2 illus-
trated in FIG. 23 and a reference frame F surrounding
the test pattern TP. The reference frame F is formed un-
der a condition different from the condition under which
the marks of the test pattern TP2 are formed. For exam-
ple, the reference frame F is formed with a line having a
thickness different from the thickness of the marks of the
test pattern TP2. This allows the reference frame F to be
distinguished from the test pattern TP2 including the plu-
rality of first marks M1 and a plurality of pairs of second
marks M2a and M2b when the positions of the first marks
M1 and the pairs of second marks M2a and M2b in the
captured image are detected.
[0132] The image forming apparatus 100 detects the
position of the reference frame F after obtaining the cap-
tured image. Then, the image forming apparatus 100 de-
tects the positions of the first marks M1 and the pairs of
second marks M2a and M2b based on the position of the
reference frame F. This enables the image forming ap-
paratus 100 to easily detect the positions of the first marks
M1 and the pairs of second marks M2a and M2b even if
the test pattern TP2 is formed at a deviated position in
the captured image.
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[0133] The reference frame F will be described here.
When an image of the reference frame F is captured with
the imaging unit 20 that does not include the reference
chart 300 illustrated in FIG. 9 (see FIGS. 10 and 11), the
captured range is preferably set so that the reference
frame F is positioned near the center of the image capture
range. On the other hand, when an image of the reference
frame F is captured with the imaging unit 20 having the
reference chart 300 (see FIGS. 4 to 8), the captured
range is preferably set to satisfy the following conditions:
Conditions 1) the reference frame F is positioned to be
captured from the opening 53 without the reference chart
300, and Condition 2) the reference frame F is near the
optical axis of the light emitted from the light source 58.
[0134] Referring to FIGS. 25A, 25B, and 25C, descrip-
tions are given below of operation of the image forming
apparatus 100 for adjusting the amount of conveyance
in a case of the test pattern TP3 illustrated in FIG. 24
(including line marks surrounded by the reference frame
F). FIGS. 25A, 25B, and 25C are flowcharts of the oper-
ation for adjusting the amount of conveyance in the image
forming apparatus according to a modification of Embod-
iment 1.
[0135] When the recording medium P is set on the plat-
en 16, at S30, the pattern forming unit 111 of the CPU
110 forms the plurality of first mark M1 (M1 to M1"’) on
the recording medium P and forms the reference frame
F with given nozzles. At S31, the conveyance controller
116 of the CPU 110 causes the conveyance roller 152
to convey the recording medium P by the predetermined
conveyance amount L1.
[0136] At S32, the pattern forming unit 111 causes the
recording head 6A to form the pairs of second marks M2a
and M2b on the recording medium P, with the specified
nozzles each disposed at the distance e forward and
backward, respectively, from the reference nozzles (e.g.,
the nozzle 6A4) in the sub-scanning direction B. The ref-
erence nozzle is positioned at the distance L2 (ideal con-
veyance distance) from the nozzle used to form the first
mark M1. As a result, the test pattern TP3 including a
predetermined number of marks (the plurality of first
marks M1 and the pairs of second marks M2a and M2b)
and the reference frame F is formed.
[0137] Referring to FIG. 25B, at S33, the two-dimen-
sional sensor 27 of the imaging unit 20 captures an image
of the test pattern TP3 and the reference frame F formed
at steps S30 and S32, and outputs the captured image
of the test pattern TP.
[0138] At S34, the position detector 142 of the two-
dimensional sensor CPU 140 analyzes the test pattern
TP3 and the reference frame F in the image captured
and output at S33 and determines whether or not the
reference frame F is located inside the captured range.
[0139] When the captured range includes the refer-
ence frame F (Yes at S34), at S35, the position detector
142 identifies the reference frame F and determines
whether or not the reference frame F surrounds the pre-
determined number of marks. When the number of the

marks inside the reference frame F matches the prede-
termined number (Yes at S35), at S36, the position de-
tector 142 locates and detects the first marks M1 and the
pairs of second marks M2a and M2b based on the ref-
erence frame F in the captured image.
[0140] By contrast, when the captured range does not
include the reference frame F (No at S34), or the refer-
ence frame F does not include the predetermined number
of marks (No at S35), at S37 the position detector 142
determines that an error has occurred in the processing
and ends the processing.
[0141] The processing starting from the ratio calcula-
tion performed by the ratio calculator 143 of the two-di-
mensional sensor CPU 140 to conveyance-related pa-
rameter adjustment performed by the adjusting unit 115
(steps S38 to S42) are similar to the processing per-
formed in steps S15 to S19 in FIG. 21C of Embodiment
1. However, as described above, the deviation amount
is calculated regarding each of the plurality of mark sets
formed with different nozzles, and the mean value is ob-
tained. Note that, although the reference frame F is
formed together with the first marks M1 in FIG. 25C, al-
ternatively, the reference frame F can be formed before
the first and second marks M1, M2a, and M2b are formed.
Yet alternatively, the reference frame F can be formed
after formation of those marks and before capturing of
those marks.
[0142] In the configuration in which the test pattern TP
(or TP1 or TP2) and the reference frame F are formed
together, since the reference frame F is identified from
the image taken by the imaging unit 20, and the pair of
second marks M2a and M2b and the first mark M1 are
located based on the reference frame F, locating the test
pattern TP in the captured image can be easy.

Embodiment 2

[0143] Although, in the image forming apparatus ac-
cording to Embodiment 1, the two-dimensional sensor
CPU mounted in the carriage performs the position de-
tection of the test pattern in the captured image and the
ratio calculation, alternatively, the main control board can
perform the position detection and ratio calculation.
[0144] A hardware configuration of an image forming
apparatus 200 according to the present embodiment will
be described referring to FIG. 26. FIG. 26 is a block di-
agram of the hardware configuration of the image forming
apparatus according to Embodiment 2.
[0145] As illustrated in FIG. 26, the image forming ap-
paratus 200 according to the present embodiment in-
cludes a central processing unit (CPU) 210, the read-
only memory (ROM) 102, the random access memory
(RAM) 103, the recording head driver 104, the main scan-
ning driver 105, the sub-scanning driver 106, the control
Field-Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) 120, the record-
ing head 6, the main-scanning encoder sensor 131, an
imaging unit 40, the main scanning motor 8, the conveyor
150, and the sub-scanning motor 12.
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[0146] The CPU 210, the ROM 102, the RAM 103, the
recording head driver 104, the main scanning driver 105,
the sub-scanning driver 106, and the control FPGA 120
are mounted on a main control board 230. Meanwhile,
the recording head 6, the main-scanning encoder sensor
131, and the imaging unit 40 are mounted on a carriage
50. In addition, the sub-scanning encoder sensor 132
and the conveyance roller 152 are mounted on the con-
veyor 150.
[0147] Configurations except the central processing
unit (CPU) 210 and the imaging unit 40 are similar to
those of Embodiment 1, and thus redundant descriptions
are omitted.
[0148] Similar to Embodiment 1, the CPU 210 controls
the entire image forming apparatus 200. In particular, the
image forming apparatus 200 according to the present
embodiment uses the CPU 210 to implement a function
of forming the test pattern TP, a function as a distance
measurement device, and a function of adjusting a pa-
rameter relating to the amount of conveyance of the re-
cording medium P based on the distance.
[0149] The imaging unit 40 includes the two-dimen-
sional sensor 27 and captures an image of the test pattern
TP (see FIG. 15) on the recording medium P, controlled
by the CPU 210.
[0150] The two-dimensional sensor 27 is, for example,
a CCD sensor or a CMOS sensor as described above.
The two-dimensional sensor 27 captures an image of the
test pattern TP under predetermined operation condi-
tions according to various setting signals transmitted via
the control FPGA 120 from the CPU 210. Then, the two-
dimensional sensor 27 transmits the captured image via
the control FPGA 120 to the CPU 210.
[0151] Referring to FIG. 27, characteristic functions im-
plemented by the CPU 210 of the image forming appa-
ratus 200 will be described. FIG. 27 is a block diagram
of a functional configuration of the image forming appa-
ratus according to Embodiment 2.
[0152] For example, the CPU 210 uses the RAM 103
as a work area to execute a control program stored on
the ROM 102 in order to implement, the functions of the
pattern forming unit 111, a position detector 212, a ratio
calculator 213, the actual distance calculator 114, the
adjusting unit 115, the conveyance controller 116, and
the like.
[0153] Functions of the pattern forming unit 111, the
actual distance calculator 114, the adjusting unit 115,
and the conveyance controller 116 are similar to those
of Embodiment 1, and thus redundant descriptions are
omitted.
[0154] Although functions of the position detector 212
and the ratio calculator 213 are similar to those of the
position detector 142 and the ratio calculator 143 of Em-
bodiment 1, the position detector 212 and the ratio cal-
culator 213 are implement in the CPU 210, differently
from Embodiment 1.
[0155] In the image forming apparatus 200 according
to Embodiment 2, the sequence of actions relating to

conveyance amount at the image formation position is
similar to that in Embodiment 1 (see FIGS. 21A to 21C),
and thus redundant descriptions are omitted.
[0156] Thus, in the image forming apparatus 200 ac-
cording to the present embodiment, the CPU 210 of the
main control board 230 performs all of the functions in-
cluding the position detector 212 and the ratio calculator
213. This configuration attains the effects similar to those
attained by the image forming apparatus 100 according
to Embodiment 1.

Embodiment 3

[0157] The image forming apparatus according to Em-
bodiment 1 is configured to detect the deviation of landing
position of ink based on the amount of conveyance of
the recording medium and enable adjustment of the con-
veyance-related parameter. The image forming appara-
tus according to Embodiment 3 is configured to further
calculate an inclination of the recording head and adjust
the inclination of the recording head.
[0158] The hardware configuration of the image form-
ing apparatus 100 according to the present embodiment
is similar to that of Embodiment 1, illustrated in FIG. 13.
In the present embodiment, the CPU 110 is further con-
figured to calculate the amount of inclination (i.e., incli-
nation angle) of the recording head 6. Those functions
will be described in detail later.

[Functional Configuration of Image Forming Apparatus]

[0159] Referring to FIG. 28, characteristic functions im-
plemented by the CPU 110 of the image forming appa-
ratus 100 will be described.
[0160] For example, the CPU 110 uses the RAM 103
as a work area to execute a control program stored on
the ROM 102 in order to implement, for example, the
functions of the pattern forming unit 111, the actual dis-
tance calculator 114, the adjusting unit 115, the convey-
ance controller 116, and an inclination calculator 117.
[0161] Functions of the actual distance calculator 114
and the conveyance controller 116 are similar to those
of Embodiment 1, and thus redundant descriptions are
omitted.
[0162] In Embodiment 3, first and second test patterns
are used. FIGS. 29A and 29B illustrate an example of
the first and second on a recording medium. As illustrated
in FIGS. 29A and 29B, each of the first and second test
patterns is at least one set of marks, and each set in-
cludes, at least, the first mark M1 and the pair of second
marks M2a and M2b. In the present embodiment, a mark
set Mm including marks arranged in the main scanning
direction A, illustrated in FIG. 29A, and the mark set M
including marks arranged in the sub-scanning direction
B, illustrated in FIG. 29B, are used.
[0163] The mark set Mm illustrated in FIG. 29A is an
example of a first test pattern. In the mark set Mm, the
first mark M1 is disposed between the second marks M2a
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and M2b in the main scanning direction A. The first mark
M1 and the pair of second marks M2a and M2b are
formed as dots and lined up in the main scanning direc-
tion A, in which the carriage 5 moves. The mark set Mm
is used to detect the amount of deviation of ink landing
position in the main scanning direction A.
[0164] In the mark set M illustrated in FIG. 29B, the
first mark M1 is disposed between the second marks M2a
and M2b in the sub-scanning direction B. The first mark
M1 and the pair of second marks M2a and M2b are
formed as dots and lined up in the sub-scanning direction
B, in which the recording medium P is conveyed. The
mark set M is used to detect the amount of deviation in
the sub-scanning direction B. Referring to FIG. 31B, an
example of the second test pattern includes the mark set
M illustrated in FIG. 29B and a mark set M’ similar thereto,
arranged in the main scanning direction A.
[0165] A method for forming the first test pattern (the
mark set Mm) illustrated in FIG. 29A will be described,
with reference to FIGS. 30A, 30B, and 30C. Initially, as
illustrated in FIG. 30A, the pattern forming unit 111 caus-
es the recording head 6A to form, with an upstream noz-
zle in the sub-scanning direction B, the first mark M1 on
the recording medium P. Subsequently, as illustrated in
FIG. 30B, the conveyance controller 116 controls the
conveyance roller 152 to convey the recording medium
P by the predetermined distance L in the sub-scanning
direction B. The amount by which the recording medium
P is conveyed at that time is referred to as the conveyance
mount L1 (i.e., the actual conveyance amount LI). After
the recording medium P is conveyed by the conveyance
amount L1, as illustrated in FIG. 30C, the pattern forming
unit 111 causes the recording head 6A to form the second
marks M2a and M2b with a nozzle on the downstream
side in the sub-scanning direction B.
[0166] The nozzle (specified nozzle) to form the sec-
ond marks M2a and M2b is positioned in the nozzle line
including the upstream nozzle (the first mark nozzle) to
form the first mark M1 and at the predetermined distance
L from the upstream nozzle. With the downstream nozzle
(the specified nozzle), the second marks M2a and M2b
are formed at positions equally away (by a distance e)
from the first mark M1 on both sides in the main scanning
direction A.
[0167] Accordingly, when the recording head 6A is not
tilted and there is neither skew of the recording medium
P nor error in the amount of conveyance thereof, the first
mark M1 is located at a midpoint between the second
marks M2a and M2b in the first test pattern. By contrast,
when the recording head 6A is tilted or there is skew of
the recording medium P or error in the amount of con-
veyance thereof, the first mark M1 is located between
the second marks M2a and M2b but closer to one of the
second marks M2a and M2b. Then, the imaging unit 20
captures an image of the test pattern and the two-dimen-
sional sensor CPU 140 calculates the position of the first
mark M1 relative to the pair of second marks M2a and
M2b to obtain the amount of deviation in the main scan-

ning direction A.
[0168] A method for forming the second test pattern
illustrated in FIG. 29B will be described, with reference
to FIGS. 31A and 31B. In the method illustrated in FIGS.
31A and 31B, two mark sets M (see FIG. 29B) and M’
are arranged in the main scanning direction indicated by
arrow A. Initially, as illustrated in FIG. 31A, the pattern
forming unit 111 causes the recording head 6A to form,
with the upstream nozzle in the sub-scanning direction
B, the first mark M1 on the recording medium P and a
first mark M1’ at a distance W from the first mark M1 in
the main scanning direction. Subsequently, the convey-
ance controller 116 controls the conveyance roller 152
to convey the recording medium P by the distance L in
the sub-scanning direction B. The distance by which the
recording medium P is actually conveyed is referred to
as the conveyance amount L1 (i.e., the actual convey-
ance amount LI).
[0169] After the recording medium P is conveyed by
the conveyance amount L1, as illustrated in FIG. 31B,
the pattern forming unit 111 causes the recording head
6A to form the second marks M2a, M2b, M2a’, and M2b’
with two nozzles on the downstream side in the sub-scan-
ning direction B. The pair of second marks M2a and M2b
are formed with the two nozzles (i.e., second mark noz-
zles), which are equally away in the sub-scanning direc-
tion B from the reference nozzle positioned at the dis-
tance L from the first mark nozzle. Similarly, the second
marks M2a’ and M2b’ are formed with the two second
mark nozzles.
[0170] The pair of second marks M2a and M2b and
the pair of second marks M2a’ and M2b’ are formed at
positions at a distance W from each other in the main
scanning direction A. The two second mark nozzles each
of which is disposed at the distance f from the reference
nozzle in the sub-scanning direction B are referred to as
"specified nozzles". The distance L from the upstream
nozzle to the downstream nozzle is equivalent to an ideal
distance of the actual conveyance amount L1.
[0171] Accordingly, when the conveyance amount L1
is identical to the ideal distance (the distance L) or the
recording head 6A is not tilted and there is no skew of
the recording medium P or an error in the amount of con-
veyance thereof, the first mark M1 is located at the mid-
point between the second marks M2a and M2b and the
first mark M1’ is located at the midpoint between the sec-
ond marks M2a’ and M2b’ in the sub-scanning direction
B. By contrast, when the conveyance amount L1 differs
from the ideal distance (the distance L) or the recording
head 6A is tilted or there is skew of the recording medium
P or error in the amount of conveyance thereof, the first
mark M1 is located between the second marks M2a and
M2b but closer to one of the second marks M2a and M2b.
Similarly, the first mark M1’ is located between the sec-
ond marks M2a’ and M2b’ but closer to one of the second
marks M2a’ and M2b’. Then, the imaging unit 20 captures
an image of the second test pattern and the two-dimen-
sional sensor CPU 140 calculates the respective posi-
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tions of the first marks M1 and M1’ relative to the pair of
second marks M2a and M2b and the pair of second marks
M2a’ and M2b’ to obtain the amount of deviation in the
sub-scanning direction B.
[0172] Note that, in forming the mark set Mm illustrated
in FIGS. 30A to 30C, the position of the first mark M1
relative to the second marks M2a and M2b is not limited,
but can be set freely, as long as the first mark M1 is
formed before the recording medium P is conveyed by
the predetermined conveyance amount L1 and the sec-
ond marks M2a and M2b are formed after the recording
medium P is conveyed by the predetermined conveyance
amount L1. In addition, the position and timing to form
each of the first mark M1 and the pair of second marks
M2a and M2b of the test pattern are indicated in the pat-
tern data described above. According to the timing men-
tioned here, the mark is formed in either the forward
movement of the carriage 5 or the backward movement
of the carriage 5. This applies to formation of the second
test pattern illustrated in FIGS. 31A and 31B.
[0173] Referring back to FIG. 28, the position detector
142 of the two-dimensional sensor CPU 140 processes
the image captured by the imaging unit 20 in a predeter-
mined process such as binarization process to detect the
test pattern. Specifically, from the captured image of the
first test pattern (mark set Mm) illustrated in FIG. 30C,
the position detector 142 detects the first mark M1 and
the pair of second marks M2a and M2b. Additionally, from
the captured image of the second test pattern (mark sets
M and M’) illustrated in FIG. 31B, the position detector
142 detects the first marks M1 and M1’ and the second
marks M2a, M2b, M2a’, and M2b’.
[0174] The ratio calculator 143 of the two-dimensional
sensor CPU 140 calculates the ratio (i.e., a first ratio)
between the distance between the second marks M2a
and M2b and the amount of deviation of the first mark
M1 in the captured image based on the positions of the
first mark M1 and the pair of second marks M2a and M2b
in the captured image of the first and second test patterns
illustrated in FIGS. 30C and 31B. Similarly, the ratio cal-
culator 143 calculates the ratio of the deviation of the first
mark M1’ relative to the distance between the second
marks M2a’ and M2b’ in the captured image of the mark
set M’ illustrated in FIG. 31B.
[0175] The calculation of the ratios in the second test
pattern formed as illustrated in FIG. 31A and 31B is sim-
ilar to the calculation according to Embodiment 1 (see
FIGS. 17, 18, 19, and 20), and thus redundant descrip-
tions are omitted. The calculation of the ratio in the first
test pattern formed as illustrated in FIGS. 30A to 30C is
similar to the calculation according to Embodiment 1. The
ratio calculator 143 transmits the calculated ratios to the
actual distance calculator 114.
[0176] Referring back to FIG. 28, regarding the first
and second test patterns illustrated in FIG. 30C and 31B,
the actual distance calculator 114 of the CPU 110 multi-
plies the theoretical distance between the second marks
M2a and M2b by the ratio calculated with the ratio cal-

culator 143, thereby calculating the actual distance of the
deviation amount s of the first mark M1 relative to the
pair of second marks M2a and M2b. In the first test pattern
illustrated in FIG. 29A and FIG. 30C, the theoretical dis-
tance between the second marks M2a and M2b is the
distance by which the carriage 5 moves from formation
of one of the second marks M2a and M2b to formation
of the other. In the test pattern illustrated in FIG. 29B and
FIG. 30B, the theoretical distance between the second
marks M2a and M2b is the distance between the two
nozzles used to form the second marks M2a and M2b.
[0177] The actual distance calculator 114 transmits the
calculated actual distance to the inclination calculator
117. Similarly, the actual distance calculator 114 calcu-
lates the actual distance of the deviation amount s of the
first mark M1’ relative to the second marks M2a’ and M2b’
of the mark set M’ illustrated in FIG. 31B. Thus, from the
first test pattern (the mark set Mm) illustrated in FIG. 30C,
the actual distance calculator 114 calculates the actual
distance of the deviation amount s in the main scanning
direction A derived from at least one of the inclination of
the recording head 6A and the inclination of the recording
medium P. From the second test pattern (mark sets M
and M’) illustrated in FIG. 31B, the actual distance cal-
culator 114 calculates the actual amounts of the two de-
viation amounts s in the sub-scanning direction B.
[0178] The inclination calculator 117 of the CPU 110
calculates the amount (angle) of inclination based on the
actual distance of deviation calculated by the actual dis-
tance calculator 114.
[0179] For example, the amount of inclination based
on the mark set Mm illustrated in FIG. 30C is calculated
as follows. FIG. 32 illustrates a method of calculating the
amount of inclination based on the first test pattern (the
mark set Mm), illustrated in FIG. 30C. Referring to FIGS.
30A to 30C and 32, the inclination calculator 117 calcu-
lates a total inclination angle θ (total inclination amount)
based on the actual distance of the deviation in the main
scanning direction A calculated by the actual distance
calculator 114 and the distance L between the upstream
nozzle to form the first mark M1 and the downstream
nozzle to form the pair of second marks M2a and M2b.
The total inclination angle θ includes, in addition to the
angle of inclination of the recording head 6A (i.e., head
inclination angle), the angle of skew (inclination) of the
recording medium P and the effect of error in the amount
of conveyance of the recording medium P. Accordingly,
the angle of skew of the recording medium P is calculated
using the first and second test patterns illustrated in FIGS.
29A and 29B.
[0180] Next, calculation of the angle of inclination of
the recording medium P based on the second test pattern
(the mark sets M and M’) illustrated in FIG. 31BC is de-
scribed, with reference to FIG. 33. Referring to FIGS.
31A, 31B, and 33, the inclination calculator 117 calcu-
lates a skew angle α (an example of inclination of the
recording medium) of the recording medium P, based on
a difference s1 between the deviation amounts of the first
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marks M1 and M1’ (relative to the pair of second marks
M2a and M2b and pair of second marks M2a’ and M2b’,
respectively) and the distance W between the first marks
M1 and M1’. The skew angle α represents an angle of
inclination when the recording medium P is obliquely con-
veyed due to defective conveyance.
[0181] The inclination calculator 117 calculates the an-
gle of inclination of the recording head 6A (a head incli-
nation angle β in FIG. 34) based on the total inclination
angle θ and the skew angle α of the recording medium
P calculated, for example, based on the test pattern il-
lustrated in FIGS. 30C and 31B. FIG. 34 is a diagram of
calculation of the head inclination angle β. As illustrated
in FIG. 34, the inclination calculator 117 calculates the
head inclination angle β, which represents the angle of
inclination of the recording head 6A, as the difference
between the total inclination angle θ and the skew angle
α. That is, the inclination calculator 117 deducts the skew
angle α from the total inclination angle θ, thereby calcu-
lating the head inclination angle β.
[0182] The actual distance calculator 114 calculates
the amount of deviation derived from only the inclination
of the recording head 6A, based on the head inclination
angle β and the conveyance amount L1.
[0183] The adjusting unit 115 of the CPU 110 adjusts
the inclination of the recording head 6A in accordance
with the amount of deviation based on the inclination of
the recording head 6A, calculated by the actual distance
calculator 114. Although the adjusting unit 115 adjusts
the inclination of the recording head 6A in this example,
in another embodiment, an operator or service person
manually adjusts the recording head 6A.

[Operation of Image Forming Apparatus]

[0184] Referring to FIGS. 35A to 36C, descriptions are
given of a procedure of calculation of the amount of de-
viation derived from the inclination of the recording head
6A in the image forming apparatus 100. To calculate the
amount of deviation derived from the inclination of the
recording head 6A, the inclination calculator 117 calcu-
lates the total inclination angle θ based on the mark set
Mm illustrated in FIG. 30C and calculates the skew angle
α of the recording medium P based on the mark sets M
and M’ illustrated in FIG. 31. The inclination calculator
117 deducts the skew angle α from the total inclination
angle θ, thereby calculating the head inclination angle β
(inclination of the recording head 6A). Then, the actual
distance calculator 114 calculates the amount of devia-
tion due to the inclination of the recording head 6A, based
on the head inclination angle β. FIGS. 35A, 35B, and 35C
are flowcharts of calculation of total inclination angle θ in
the image forming apparatus 100 according to Embodi-
ment 3. FIGS. 36A, 36B, and 36C are flowcharts of cal-
culation of amount of deviation derived from the inclina-
tion of the recording head 6, in the image forming appa-
ratus 100 according to Embodiment 3.
[0185] Referring to FIGS. 35A, when the recording me-

dium P is set on the platen 16, at S110, the pattern form-
ing unit 111 of the CPU 110 forms, with the upstream
nozzle of the recording head 6A, the first mark M1 on the
recording medium P. At S111, the conveyance controller
116 of the causes the conveyance roller 152 to convey
the recording medium P by the predetermined convey-
ance amount L1.
[0186] At S112, the pattern forming unit 111 causes
the recording head 6A to form the pair of second marks
M2a and M2b using the specified nozzles positioned at
the distance L from the first mark nozzle in the sub-scan-
ning direction B. The second marks M2a and M2b are
formed at the positions at the distances e forward and
backward from the first mark M1 in the main scanning
direction A. As a result, the mark set Mm, serving as the
first test pattern, that includes the first mark M1 and the
pair of second marks M2a and M2b is formed (see FIGS.
30A to 30C).
[0187] Referring to FIG. 35B, at S113, the two-dimen-
sional sensor 27 of the imaging unit 20 captures an image
of the first test pattern (the mark set Mm) formed at steps
S110 and S112, and outputs the captured image thereof.
At S114, the position detector 142 of the two-dimensional
sensor CPU 140 detects the position of each of the pair
of second marks M2a and M2b and the first mark M1 in
the captured image.
[0188] At S115, the ratio calculator 143 of the two-di-
mensional sensor CPU 140 calculates the ratio between
the distance between the pair of second marks M2a and
M2b and the amount of deviation of the first mark M1 in
the captured image, using the detected positions of the
first mark M1 and the pair of second marks M2a and M2b
in the captured image.
[0189] Referring to FIG. 35C, at S116, the actual dis-
tance calculator 114 of the CPU 110 multiplies, by the
ratio, the actual distance between the second marks M2a
and M2b (the distance between the nozzles to form the
second marks M2aand M2b), using the pattern data used
to form the first test pattern at steps S110 and S112 and
the ratio calculated at step S115, to calculate the actual
distance of deviation of the first mark M1.
[0190] At S117, the inclination calculator 117 of the
CPU 110 determines, based on the actual distance of
deviation of the first mark M1 calculated at step S116,
whether the landing position of ink has deviated. When
the adjusting unit 115 determines that the landing posi-
tion of ink has not deviated (No at S117), a sequence of
operations is completed.
[0191] By contrast, when the adjusting unit 115 deter-
mines that the landing position of ink has deviated (Yes
at S117), at S 118, the inclination calculator 117 calcu-
lates the total inclination angle θ based on the calculated
deviation amount s in the main scanning direction A and
the distance L between the upstream nozzle to form the
first mark M1 and the downstream nozzle to form the pair
of second marks M2a and M2b.
[0192] The operation illustrated in FIGS. 36A to 36C
is described. Referring to FIG. 36A, when the recording
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medium P is set on the platen 16, at S130, the pattern
forming unit 111 of the CPU 110 causes the recording
head 6A to form the first marks M1 and M1’ with the up-
stream nozzle on the recording medium P. Specifically,
the pattern forming unit 111 causes the recording head
6A to form the first mark M1’ at the distance W from the
first mark M1 in the main scanning direction A. That is,
the carriage 5 moves by the distance W after formation
of the first mark M1 before formation of the first mark M1’.
At S131, the conveyance controller 116 of the causes
the conveyance roller 152 to convey the recording me-
dium P by the predetermined conveyance amount L1.
[0193] At S132, the pattern forming unit 111 causes
the recording head 6A to form the second marks M2a,
M2b, M2a’, and M2b’ on the recording medium P, with
the specified nozzles positioned at the distances f for-
ward and backward from the reference nozzle in the sub-
scanning direction B. The reference nozzle is at the dis-
tance L from the upstream nozzle (with which the first
mark M1 has been formed) in the sub-scanning direction
B. Specifically, the pattern forming unit 111 causes the
recording head 6A to form the pair of second marks M2a’
and M2b’ at the distance W from the pair of second marks
M2a and M2b in the main scanning direction A. As a
result, the two mark sets M and M’ including the first
marks M1 and M1’ and the second marks M2a, M2b,
M2a’, and M2b’ are formed (see FIGS. 31A and 31B).
[0194] Referring to FIG. 36B, at S133, the two-dimen-
sional sensor 27 of the imaging unit 20 captures the two
mark sets M and M’ formed at steps S130 and S132, and
outputs the captured image of the mark sets M and M’.
At S134, the position detector 142 of the two-dimensional
sensor CPU 140 detects the positions of the second
marks M2a, M2b, M2a’, and M2b’ and the first marks M1
and M1’ in the captured image.
[0195] At S135, the ratio calculator 143 of the two-di-
mensional sensor CPU 140 calculates the ratio between
the distance between the second marks M2a and M2b
and the amount of deviation of the first mark M1 in the
captured image, using the detected positions of the first
mark M1 and the pair of second marks M2a and M2b in
the captured image. Similarly, at S135, the ratio calcula-
tor 143 calculates the ratio between the distance between
the second marks M2a’ and M2b’ and the amount of de-
viation of the first mark M1’ in the captured image, using
the detected positions of the first mark M1’ and the pair
of second marks M2a’ and M2b’ in the captured image.
[0196] Referring to FIG. 36C, at S136, the actual dis-
tance calculator 114 of the CPU 110 multiplies, by the
ratio, the distance (23f, see FIG. 31) between the nozzles
used to form the second marks M2a and M2b (i.e., an
actual distance between the second marks M2a and
M2b), using the pattern data used to form the mark sets
M and M’ at steps S130 and S132 and the ratio calculated
at step S135, to calculate the actual distance of deviation
of the first mark M1. Similarly, at S136, the actual distance
calculator 114 multiplies, by the ratio, the actual distance
between the second marks M2a’ and M2b’ (distance be-

tween the nozzles used to form the second marks M2a’
and M2b’), using the pattern data and the ratio calculated
at step S135, to calculate the actual distance of deviation
of the first mark M1’.
[0197] At S137, the actual distance calculator 114 of
the CPU 110 determines, based on the actual distance
of deviation of each of the first marks M1 and M1’, cal-
culated at step S136, whether the landing position of ink
has deviated in at least one of the mark sets M and M’.
When the CPU 110 determines that the landing position
of ink has not deviated in the mark sets M and M’ (No at
S137), a sequence of operations is completed.
[0198] By contrast, when the CPU 110 determines that
the landing position of ink has deviated in at least one of
the mark sets M and M’ (Yes at S137), the inclination
calculator 117 calculates the difference between the
amount of deviation in the mark set M and that in the
mark set M’ in the sub-scanning direction B, calculated
at S136. In other words, at S138, the inclination calculator
117 calculates the difference s1 between the deviation
amount of the first mark M1 relative to the pair of second
marks M2a and M2b and the deviation amount of the first
mark M1’ relative to the pair of second marks M2a’ and
M2b’.
[0199] The inclination calculator 117 calculates the
skew angle α based on the difference s1 between the
deviation amounts of the first marks M1 and M1’ in the
sub-scanning direction B and the distance W between
the first marks M1 and M1’ of the mark sets M and M’.
That is, at S139, the inclination calculator 117 calculates
the skew angle α derived from the inclination of the re-
cording medium P, based on the difference s1 (between
the deviation amount of the first mark M1 relative to the
pair of second marks M2a and M2b and the deviation
amount of the first mark M1’ relative to the pair of second
marks M2a’ and M2b’) and the distance W between the
first marks M1 and M1’.
[0200] At S140, the inclination calculator 117 calcu-
lates the head inclination angle β based on the difference
between the total inclination angle θ and the skew angle
α. That is, the inclination calculator 117 deducts the skew
angle α from the total inclination angle θ, thereby calcu-
lating the head inclination angle β. At S141, The actual
distance calculator 114 calculates the amount of devia-
tion due to the inclination of the recording head 6A, based
on the head inclination angle β and the conveyance
amount L1. Then, a sequence of operation completes.
[0201] Based on the amount of deviation derived from
inclination of the recording head 6A, calculated in the
flow described above, the adjusting unit 115 adjusts the
inclination of the recording head 6A. Alternatively, the
operator manually adjusts the inclination of the recording
head 6A. Although the skew angle α is calculated after
the total inclination angle θ is calculated in the flowcharts
illustrated in FIGS. 35A to 36C, these calculations can
be made in parallel.
[0202] As described above, to form each of the first
and second test patterns, the image forming apparatus
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100 according to Embodiment 3 forms the first mark M1,
conveys the recording medium P by the predetermined
amount (the conveyance amount LI), and then forms the
pair of second marks M2a and M2b. Then, the image
forming apparatus 100 captures images of the first and
second test patterns with the imaging unit 20. Next, the
image forming apparatus 100 detects the position of each
of the pair of second marks M2a and M2b and the first
mark M1 in the captured image. Then, the image forming
apparatus 100 calculates the ratio between the distance
between the second marks M2a and M2b in the captured
image and the amount of deviation of the first mark M1
in the captured image. The image forming apparatus 100
then multiplies the actual distance between the second
marks M2a and M2b by the ratio to calculate the actual
distance of deviation of the first mark M1.
[0203] Additionally, based on the first test pattern (the
mark set Mm) formed by the recording head 6A, the im-
age forming apparatus 100 calculates the amount of de-
viation of the first mark M1 in the main scanning direction
A relative to the pair of second marks M2a and M2b. The
image forming apparatus 100 then calculates, based on
the amount of deviation, the total inclination angle θ de-
rived from the inclination of the recording head 6A and
the inclination of the recording medium P. Further, based
on the second test pattern (the mark sets M and M’)
formed by the recording head 6A, the image forming ap-
paratus 100 calculates the amount of deviation of the first
mark M1 (or M1’) in the sub-scanning direction B relative
to the second marks M2a and M2b (or M2a’ and M2b’)
in each of the mark sets M and M’. The image forming
apparatus 100 then calculates the skew angle α (the
amount of inclination of the recording medium P) based
on the differences between the two deviation amounts
and the distance W between the two mark sets M and
M’. By deducting the skew angle α from the total inclina-
tion angle θ, the head inclination angle β representing
the inclination of the recording head 6A is calculated.
Further, based on the head inclination angle β, the
amount of deviation derived from only the inclination of
the recording head 6A is calculated. With this operation,
the adjusting unit 115 or the operator can adjust the in-
clination of the recording head 6A based on the amount
of deviation derived from the inclination of the recording
head 6A.
[0204] Therefore, according to Embodiment 3, even if
the distance between the imaging unit 20 and the first
test pattern or the second test pattern varies, the image
forming apparatus 100 can calculate the actual distance
of deviation of the landing position of ink based on the
captured image of the test pattern. Then, the adjusting
unit 115 or the operator can adjust the inclination of the
recording head 6 in accordance with the amount of de-
viation, thereby improving the image quality.

[Modification of Test Pattern]

[0205] The first and second test patterns used in the

present embodiment is not limited to the example illus-
trated in FIGS. 30A to 31B, and can be variously modified.
A modification of the first and second test patterns will
be described below.
[0206] Although, in the first and second test patterns
illustrated in FIGS. 30C and 31B, the first marks M1 and
M1’ and the second marks M2a, M2b, M2a’, and M2b’
are formed as dots, alternatively, the marks can be lines.
Yet alternatively, the linear marks can be surrounded by
a reference frame. FIG. 37 illustrates an example of a
test pattern TP4 including linear marks. For example, as
illustrated in FIG. 37, the pair of second marks M2a and
M2b and the first mark M1 of the first test pattern illus-
trated in FIG. 30C are modified into lines extending in
the sub-scanning direction B, and the first mark M1 is
disposed between the second marks M2a and M2b. Fur-
ther, the pair of second marks M2a’ and M2b’ and the
first mark M1’ of the second test pattern illustrated in FIG.
31B are modified into lines extending in the main scan-
ning direction A, and the first mark M1’ is disposed be-
tween the second marks M2a’ and M2b’. Forming marks
into lines described above facilitates the detection of the
positions of the marks in the captured image.
[0207] Further, when the pair of second marks M2a
and M2b and the first mark M1 (the first test pattern)
illustrated in FIG. 30C are modified into lines as illustrated
in FIG. 37, the number of the nozzles of the recording
head 6 driven increases. Accordingly, the discharge
speed of droplet is stable, and the landing position of
droplet is less likely to deviate in the main scanning di-
rection A.

Number of Nozzles driven in Recording Head

[0208] Next, a description is given of the number of
nozzles in the recording head 6. As illustrated in FIG. 3,
each of the recording heads 6A, 6B, and 6C according
to the present embodiment includes one line of nozzles
to discharge ink droplets for each of yellow (Y), cyan (C),
magenta (M), and black (K).
[0209] A description is given below of the relation be-
tween the number of nozzles driven and discharge speed
of droplet (ink), as a droplet discharge characteristic. FIG.
38 is a graph for explaining the droplet discharge char-
acteristic of the recording head. The term "number of
nozzles driven" represents the number of nozzles in the
same recording head 6 that discharge ink droplets con-
currently. Corresponding to the number of nozzles driv-
en, the discharge speed of droplet (Vj) changes signifi-
cantly. The causes of changes include a structural factor
and an electrical factor.
[0210] For example, in a case where the recording
head 6 employs a piezo (piezoelectric element) actuator,
there is the following structural factor. In the piezo actu-
ator type, a drive waveform is applied to the piezo to
cause a displacement of the piezoelectric element, there-
by pressurizing the ink inside a pressurizing chamber to
discharge an ink droplet from the nozzle. At that time,
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depending on the number of nozzles driven, the pressure
applied to the ink inside the pressurizing chamber chang-
es, and the discharge speed of droplet (Vj) changes.
Even in a thermal inkjet recording apparatus, a similar
phenomenon can occur since bubbles are generated in-
side the pressurizing chamber to pressurize the ink there-
in.
[0211] Regarding an electrical factor, the recording
head 6 behaves such that capacitance and inductance
change depending on the number of nozzles driven and
wiring length. Such changes cause a waveform output
from a drive waveform generation circuit to fluctuate, af-
fecting the discharge speed of droplet (Vj).
[0212] Depending on the number of nozzles driven,
the influence of either of the two factors is dominant.
Here, numbers n1 and n2 (in FIG. 38) represent the num-
bers of nozzles driven and n2 is greater than n1. When
the number of nozzles driven is around the number n1,
the influence of the structural factor is greater. By con-
trast, when the number of nozzles driven exceeds the
number n2, the influence of the electrical factor is greater.
Variations of fluctuation in the discharge speed of droplet
(Vj) caused by the electrical factor can be easily sup-
pressed by, for example, adjustment of a circuit constant.
By contrast, suppressing variations caused by the struc-
tural factor is difficult.
[0213] As illustrated in FIG. 38, as the number of noz-
zles driven increases, the discharge speed of droplet (Vj)
becomes stable. Accordingly, preferably, the number of
nozzle for each color of the recording head 6 is equal to
or greater than the number n2 at which the influence of
the electrical factor is greater than that of the structural
factor.
[0214] Referring back to FIG. 37, the test pattern TP4
includes a reference frame F formed under a condition
(e.g., line thickness is different) different from the condi-
tion under which the first marks M1 and M1’ and the sec-
ond marks M2a, M2b, M2a’, and M2b are formed. The
reference frame F is formed with lines surrounding the
first marks M1 and M1’ and the second marks M2a, M2b,
M2a’, and M2b and used as a reference to locate these
marks. In detecting these marks, initially detecting the
reference frame F makes it easier to locate each mark
in the captured image even when the position of the test
pattern TP in the captured image is deviated.
[0215] Use of the test pattern TP4 illustrated in FIG.
37 is advantageous in that the amount of deviation in the
main scanning direction A can be calculated with the
three lines (the first mark M1 and the pair of second marks
M2a and M2b) disposed side by side in the main scanning
direction A, and the amount of deviation in the sub-scan-
ning direction B can be calculated with the three lines
(the first mark M1’ and the pair of second marks M2a’
and M2b’) disposed side by side in the sub-scanning di-
rection B.
[0216] Further, as illustrated in FIG. 39C, a test pattern
TP5 including a plurality of test patterns TP4 each includ-
ing the linear marks surrounded by the reference frame

F (illustrated in FIG. 37) can be used. FIGS. 39A, 39B,
and 39C are diagrams of formation of the test pattern
TP5 including a plurality of test patterns TP4 illustrated
in FIG. 37. In the test pattern TP5 illustrated in FIGS.
39A, 39B, and 39C, three test patterns TP4 (illustrated
in FIG. 37) are arranged in the main scanning direction
A and three test patterns TP4 are arranged in the sub-
scanning direction B.
[0217] Increasing the number of positions detected in
the main scanning direction A and the sub-scanning di-
rection B as illustrated in FIG. 39C enables calculation
of the mean value of the amount of deviation and the like.
In particular, further increasing the number of positions
detected is preferable in a situation where the skew angle
is unstable and gradually increases. In a structure in
which the nozzles of the recording head 6 are linearly
arranged, the amount of deviation in the main scanning
direction A can be calculated, using the relative positions
between a mark formed with an extreme downstream
nozzle and a mark formed with an extreme upstream
nozzle.

Embodiment 4

[0218] Embodiment 3 concerns the structure and the
method to calculate the amount of deviation based on
the inclination of one recording head and adjust the in-
clination of the recording head. In Embodiment 4, de-
scriptions are given below of a structure and a method
to calculate the amount of deviation and inclination angle
based on relative inclination of a plurality of recording
heads and adjust the relative inclination of the plurality
of recording heads.
[0219] The image forming apparatus 100 according to
the present embodiment is similar in hardware structure
and functional configuration according to Embodiment 3
(see FIGS. 13 and 28). Additions to Embodiment 3 are
described with reference to FIG. 28. Descriptions are giv-
en below of an example in which the relative inclination
between the recording heads 6A and 6B is detected.
[0220] In addition to the capability described in Em-
bodiment 3, the pattern forming unit 111 of the CPU 110
has a capability to cause the recording heads 6A and 6B
to form third marks M3 and M3’, a pair of fourth marks
M4a and M4b, and a pair of fourth marks M4a’ and M4b’
on the recording medium P, with upstream nozzles and
downstream nozzles of the recording heads 6A and 6B
(hereinafter "test pattern TP6"). The test pattern TP6 is
an example of a test pattern including an upstream mark
set and a downstream mark set (third test pattern).
[0221] In the present embodiment, for example, the
pattern forming unit 111 causes the recording head 6A
to form the third marks M3 and M3’ respectively with an
upstream nozzle 6AU and a downstream nozzle 6AD (il-
lustrated in FIG. 40A) thereof and causes the recording
head 6B to form the pair of fourth marks M4a and M4b
and the pair of fourth marks M4a’ and M4b’ with an up-
stream nozzle 6BU and a downstream nozzle 6BD (illus-
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trated in FIG. 40B) thereof. Alternatively, the recording
head 6B can form the third marks M3 and M3’ and the
recording head 6A can form the pair of fourth marks M4a
and M4b and the pair of fourth marks M4a’ and M4b’.
[0222] Referring to FIGS. 40A, 40B, and 40C, descrip-
tions are given below of a method of forming the test
pattern TP6. The upstream nozzle 6AU and the down-
stream nozzle 6AD of the recording head 6A are in the
same nozzle line and at the distance L from each other.
The upstream nozzle 6BU and the downstream nozzle
6BD of the recording head 6B are in the same nozzle line
and at the distance L from each other. The recording
head 6A serves as a first recording head, and the record-
ing head 6B serves as a second recording head.
[0223] The third marks M3 and M3’ formed with the
upstream nozzle 6AU and the downstream nozzle 6AD
in the same nozzle line of the recording head 6A are lined
in the sub-scanning direction B in the drawings. Similarly,
the fourth marks M4a and M4b and the fourth marks M4a’
and M4b’ are formed with the upstream nozzle 6BU and
the downstream nozzle 6BD in the same nozzle line of
the recording head 6B and are lined in the sub-scanning
direction B in the drawings.
[0224] The fourth marks M4a and M4b are formed at
positions equally away (by a distance g) from the third
mark M3 on both sides in the main scanning direction A.
Similarly, the fourth marks M4a’ and M4b’ are formed at
positions equally away (by the distance g) from the third
mark M3’ on both sides in the main scanning direction
A. Thus, the theoretical distance (actual distance) be-
tween the fourth marks M4a and M4b (and that between
the fourth marks M4a’ and M4b’) is the distance repre-
sented as 23g.
[0225] Formation of the test pattern TP6 will be de-
scribed below with reference to FIGS. 40A to 40C. Ini-
tially, as illustrated in FIG. 40A, the pattern forming unit
111 causes the recording head 6A to form, with the up-
stream nozzle 6AU and the downstream nozzle 6AD in
the sub-scanning direction B, the third marks M3 and M3’
on the recording medium P. Subsequently, as illustrated
in FIG. 40B, the conveyance controller 116 conveys, with
the conveyance roller 152, the recording medium P by a
predetermined amount in the sub-scanning direction B.
After the recording medium P is conveyed by the prede-
termined amount, as illustrated in FIG. 40C, the pattern
forming unit 111 causes the recording head 6B to form
the pair of fourth marks M4a and M4b and the pair of
fourth marks M4a’ and M4b’ with the upstream nozzle
6BU and the downstream nozzle 6BD thereof.
[0226] The position detector 142 of the two-dimension-
al sensor CPU 140 performs the processing described
in Embodiment 3 and detects, from the captured image
obtained by the imaging unit 20, the test pattern TP6
according to the present embodiment. Specifically, from
the captured image of the test pattern TP6 illustrated in
FIG. 40C, the position detector 142 detects the third
marks M3 and M3’ and the pair of fourth marks M4a and
M4b and the pair of fourth marks M4a’ and M4b.’

[0227] The ratio calculator 143 of the two-dimensional
sensor CPU 140 calculates the ratio (i.e., a second ratio)
between the distance between the pair of fourth marks
M4a and M4b on the upstream side in the captured image
and the amount of deviation of the third mark M3 on the
upstream side in the captured image, similar to the op-
eration regarding the mark set Mm in Embodiment 3.
Additionally, the ratio calculator 143 calculates the ratio
(i.e., a third ratio) between the distance between the pair
of fourth marks M4a’ and M4b’ on the downstream side
in the captured image and the amount of deviation of the
third mark M3’ on the downstream side in the captured
image.
[0228] In addition to the capability described in Em-
bodiment 3, the actual distance calculator 114 of the CPU
110 multiplies, by the second ratio, the distance between
the nozzles used to form the pair of fourth marks M4a
and M4b on the upstream side in the captured image,
thereby calculating the actual distance of deviation of the
third mark M3 on the upstream side, relative to the pair
of fourth marks M4a and M4b (i.e., deviation amount on
the upstream side). Further, the actual distance calcula-
tor 114 multiplies, by the third ratio, the distance between
the nozzles used to form the pair of fourth marks M4a’
and M4b’ on the downstream side in the captured image,
thereby calculating the actual distance of deviation of the
third mark M3’ on the downstream side, relative to the
pair of fourth marks M4a’ and M4b’ (i.e., deviation amount
on the downstream side). The actual distance calculator
114 calculates the difference (s2 in FIG. 40C) between
the deviation amounts on the upstream side and the
downstream side, as a deviation amount s2 derived from
the inclination of the recording head 6B relative to the
recording head 6A.
[0229] In addition to the capability described in Em-
bodiment 3, the inclination calculator 117 of the CPU 110
calculates the amount of inclination of the recording head
6B relative to the recording head 6A (i.e., a relative incli-
nation angle γ serving as a relative inclination amount),
using the deviation amount s2 calculated by the actual
distance calculator 114 (derived from the inclination of
the recording head 6B relative to the recording head 6A)
and the predetermined distance L representing the dis-
tance from the upstream nozzle to the downstream noz-
zle of the recording head 6A or the recording head 6B.
[0230] The adjusting unit 115 of the CPU 110 adjusts
the inclination of the recording head 6B relative to the
recording head 6A in accordance with the relative incli-
nation angle γ calculated by the inclination calculator 117.
Alternatively, the relative inclination of the recording head
6B is adjusted in accordance with the amount of deviation
derived from the relative inclination of the recording head
6B, calculated by the actual distance calculator 114. Al-
though the image forming apparatus 100 adjusts the in-
clination of the recording head 6B in this example, in an-
other embodiment, an operator or service person man-
ually adjusts the recording head 6B.
[0231] Referring to FIGS. 41A to 41C, descriptions are
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given of a procedure of calculation of the amount of de-
viation derived from the inclination of the recording head
6B relative to the recording head 6A and the relative in-
clination angle γ. FIGS. 41A, 41B, and 41C are flowcharts
of calculation of such amount of deviation and relative
inclination angle according to Embodiment 4.
[0232] When the recording medium P is set on the plat-
en 16, at S150, the pattern forming unit 111 of the CPU
110 causes the recording head 6A (the first recording
head) to form the third marks M3 and M3’ with the up-
stream nozzle 6AU and the downstream nozzle 6AD, re-
spectively on the recording medium P. At S151, the con-
veyance controller 116 of the causes the conveyance
roller 152 to convey the recording medium P by the pre-
determined conveyance amount.
[0233] At S152, the pattern forming unit 111 causes
the recording head 6B (the second recording head) to
form the pair of fourth marks M4a and M4b and the pair
of fourth marks M4a’ and M4b’ on the recording medium
P, with the upstream nozzle 6BU and the downstream
nozzle 6BD, at the respective positions at distances g on
both sides of the third marks M3 and M3’ in the main
scanning direction A. As a result, the test pattern TP6
(see FIG. 40C) including the third marks M3 and M3’, the
pair of fourth marks M4a and M4b, and the pair of fourth
marks M4a’ and M4b’ is formed.
[0234] Referring to FIG. 41B, at S153, the two-dimen-
sional sensor 27 of the imaging unit 20 captures an image
of the test pattern TP6 formed at steps S150 and S152,
and outputs the captured image. At S154, the position
detector 142 of the two-dimensional sensor CPU 140 de-
tects the positions of the third marks M3 and M3’, the pair
of fourth marks M4a and M4b, and the pair of fourth marks
M4a’ and M4b’ in the captured image.
[0235] Using the detected positions of third marks M3
and M3’, the pair of fourth marks M4a and M4b, and the
pair of fourth marks M4a’ and M4b’ in the captured image,
the ratio calculator 143 of the two-dimensional sensor
CPU 140 calculates, on each of the upstream side and
the downstream side, the ratio between the distance be-
tween the pair of fourth marks M4a and M4b (or M4a’
and M4b’) in the captured image and the amount of de-
viation of the third mark M3 (or M3’) in the captured image.
[0236] That is, at S155, the ratio calculator 143 calcu-
lates the ratio (the second ratio) between the distance
between the fourth marks M4a and M4b in the captured
image and the amount of deviation of the third mark M3
in the captured image. The ratio calculator 143 further
calculates the ratio (the third ratio) between the distance
between the fourth marks M4a’ and M4b’ in the captured
image and the amount of deviation of the third mark M3’
in the captured image.
[0237] Referring to FIG. 41C, at S156, the actual dis-
tance calculator 114 of the CPU 110 multiplies, by the
ratio, the actual distance between the nozzles used to
form the fourth marks M4a and M4b (or M4a’ and M4b’),
using the pattern data used to form the test pattern TP6
at steps S150 and S152 and the second and third ratios

calculated at step S155, to calculate the actual distance
of deviation of the third mark M3 (or M3’) on each of the
upstream side and the downstream side.
[0238] Specifically, at S156, the actual distance calcu-
lator 114 multiplies, by the second ratio, the actual dis-
tance between the nozzles used to form the fourth marks
M4a and M4b, thereby calculating the actual distance of
deviation of the third mark M3 (the deviation amount on
the upstream side). Further at S156, the actual distance
calculator 114 multiplies, by the third ratio, the actual dis-
tance between the nozzles used to form the fourth marks
M4a’ and M4b’, thereby calculating the actual distance
of deviation of the third mark M3’ (the deviation amount
on the downstream side).
[0239] At S157, the actual distance calculator 114 of
the CPU 110 determines, based on the actual distance
of deviation of the third mark M3 and that of the third
marks M3’calculated at step S156, whether the landing
position of ink has deviated on at least one of the up-
stream side and the downstream side. When the actual
distance calculator 114 determines that the landing po-
sition of ink has not deviated on the upstream side or the
downstream side (No at S157), a sequence of operations
is completed.
[0240] By contrast, when the actual distance calculator
114 determines that the landing position of ink has devi-
ated on at least one of the upstream and downstream
sides (Yes at S157), at S158, the actual distance calcu-
lator 114 calculates the difference between the amount
of deviation on the upstream side and that on the down-
stream side, calculated at S156.
[0241] At S159, the inclination calculator 117 calcu-
lates the relative inclination angle γ representing the in-
clination of the recording head 6B relative to the recording
head 6A, using the difference between the amounts of
deviation on the upstream and downstream sides (the
deviation amount s2 derived from the inclination of the
recording head 6B relative to the recording head 6A) and
the distance L between the upstream nozzle and the
downstream nozzle of the recording head 6A.
[0242] Although the present embodiment concerns the
configuration to calculate the amount of deviation derived
from the inclination of two recording heads and relative
inclination therebetween, the present embodiment can
be modified for three or more recording heads.
[0243] As described above, based on the test pattern
TP6 formed with the upstream nozzles and the down-
stream nozzles of the recording heads 6A and 6B (first
and second recording heads), the image forming appa-
ratus 100 according to Embodiment 4 calculates the de-
viation amounts on the upstream and downstream sides
and calculates the difference between the deviation
amounts on the upstream side and the downstream side,
as the deviation amount s2 derived from the inclination
of the recording head 6B relative to the recording head
6A. Based on the amounts of deviation and the distance
L between the upstream and downstream nozzles used
to form the test pattern TP6, the relative inclination angle,
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that is, the inclination of the recording head 6B relative
to the recording head 6A, can be calculated. Accordingly,
in addition to the effect attained in Embodiment 3, in the
image forming apparatus 100 according to Embodiment
4, the inclination of the recording head 6B can be adjusted
in accordance with the amount of deviation derived from
the inclination of the recording head 6B relative to the
recording head 6A and the relative inclination angle.

[Modification of Test Pattern]

[0244] The test pattern used in the present embodi-
ment is not limited to the example illustrated in FIGS. 40A
to 40C, and can be variously modified. A modification of
the test pattern TP6 will be described below.
[0245] Although, in the test pattern TP6 illustrated in
FIG. 40C, the third marks M3 and M3’, the pair of fourth
marks M4a and M4b, and the pair of fourth marks M4a’
and M4b’ are formed as dots, alternatively, the marks
can be lines. Yet alternatively, the linear marks can be
surrounded by a reference frame.
[0246] FIG. 42 illustrates an example of such test pat-
tern including linear marks. For example, in a test pattern
TP7 illustrated in FIG. 42, the third mark M3 and the fourth
marks M4a and M4b illustrated in FIG. 40C are modified
into lines extending in the sub-scanning direction B.
Forming marks into lines described above facilitates the
detection of the positions of the marks in the captured
image. Further, when the marks illustrated in FIG. 40C
are modified into lines, the number of the nozzles of the
recording head 6 driven increases. Accordingly, the dis-
charge speed of droplet is stable, and the landing position
of droplet is less likely to deviate in the main scanning
direction A. To calculate relative deviation and relative
inclination among, for example, three recording heads,
as illustrated in FIG. 42, three mark sets MS1, MS2, and
MS3 are formed. To calculate such relative deviation and
relative inclination, for example, the mark set MS1 is used
for a combination of the recording heads 6A and 6B, the
mark set MS2 is used for a combination of the recording
heads 6B and 6C, and the mark set MS3 is used for a
combination of the recording heads 6A and 6C.
[0247] The test pattern TP7 illustrated in FIG. 42 further
includes a reference frame F formed under a condition
(e.g., line thickness is different) different from the condi-
tion under which the third marks M3 and the fourth marks
M4a and M4b are formed. The reference frame F is
formed with lines surrounding (or overlapping) the third
marks M3 and the fourth marks M4a and M4b and used
as a reference to locate these marks. In detecting these
marks, initially, the reference frame F is detected. This
facilitates locating each mark in the captured image even
when the position of the test pattern TP in the captured
image is deviated.

Embodiment 5

[0248] Embodiment 3 concerns the structure and the

method to calculate the amount of deviation based on
the inclination of one recording head and adjust the in-
clination of the recording head. In Embodiment 5, de-
scriptions are given below of a structure and a method
to calculate the amount of misalignment among a plurality
of recording heads in the sub-scanning direction B and
adjust the misalignment among the plurality of recording
heads.
[0249] The image forming apparatus 100 according to
the present embodiment is similar in hardware structure
and functional configuration according to Embodiment 3
(see FIGS. 13 and 28). Additions to Embodiment 3 are
described with reference to FIG. 28. Descriptions are giv-
en below of an example in which the misalignment in the
sub-scanning direction B among the recording heads 6A
and 6B is calculated.
[0250] Referring to FIG. 43, in the image forming ap-
paratus 100 according to the present embodiment, the
recording head 6B mounted on the carriage 5 includes
a nozzle line partly overlapping in the sub-scanning di-
rection B with a nozzle line of the recording head 6A. In
other words, as illustrated in FIG. 43, an upstream portion
in the sub-scanning direction B of the nozzle line (i.e.,
overlapping nozzles) of the recording head 6B overlaps
with a downstream portion in the sub-scanning direction
B of the nozzle line (i.e., overlapping nozzles) of the re-
cording head 6A when projected in the main scanning
direction A. A fifth mark M5 is formed with the overlapping
nozzle of one of the recording heads 6A and 6B, and a
pair of sixth marks M6a and M6b is formed with the over-
lapping nozzles of the other of the recording heads 6A
and 6B, to calculate the amount of deviation between the
marks in the sub-scanning direction B.
[0251] In addition to the capability described in Em-
bodiment 3, the pattern forming unit 111 of the CPU 110
causes the recording heads 6A and 6B to form a test
pattern TP8 (a fourth test pattern) including the fifth mark
M5 and the pair of sixth marks M6a and M6b on the re-
cording medium P, with the upstream and downstream
nozzles of the recording heads 6A and 6B.
[0252] In the present embodiment, for example, the
pattern forming unit 111 causes the recording head 6A
to form the fifth mark M5 with the overlapping nozzle on
the downstream side thereof and causes the recording
head 6B to form the pair of sixth marks M6a and M6b
with the overlapping nozzles on the upstream size there-
of. Alternatively, the fifth mark M5 can be formed with the
overlapping nozzle on the upstream size of the recording
head 6B, and the pair of sixth marks M6a and M6b can
be formed with the overlapping nozzle on the down-
stream side of the recording head 6A.
[0253] FIG. 43 is a diagram of formation of the test
pattern TP8. As illustrated in FIG. 43, the downstream
nozzles of the recording head 6A and the upstream noz-
zles of the recording head 6B are disposed overlapping
with each other in the sub-scanning direction B. The re-
cording head 6A serves as a first recording head, and
the recording head 6B serves as a second recording
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head.
[0254] As illustrated in FIG. 43, the fifth mark M5 is
formed with the overlapping nozzle on the downstream
side of the recording head 6A. The pair of sixth marks
M6a and M6b is formed with the overlapping nozzles on
the upstream side (specified overlapping nozzles) of the
recording head 6B. In the sub-scanning direction B, the
specified overlapping nozzles are equally away (at dis-
tance h) from and on both sides of the overlapping nozzle
of the recording head 6A used to form the fifth mark M5.
The fifth mark M5 and the sixth marks M6a and M6b are
lined up in the sub-scanning direction B.
[0255] The position detector 142 of the two-dimension-
al sensor CPU 140 performs the processing described
in Embodiment 3 and detects, from the captured image
obtained by the imaging unit 20, the test pattern TP8
according to the present embodiment. Specifically, from
the captured image of the test pattern TP8 illustrated in
FIG. 43, the position detector 142 detects the fifth mark
M5 and the pair of sixth marks M6a and M6b.
[0256] The ratio calculator 143 of the two-dimensional
sensor CPU 140 calculates the ratio (i.e., a fourth ratio)
between the distance between the pair of sixth marks
M6a and M6b in the captured image and the amount of
deviation of the fifth mark M5 in the captured image, sim-
ilar to the operation described in Embodiment 3.
[0257] The actual distance calculator 114 of the CPU
110 multiplies the distance (2 3 h) between the specified
overlapping nozzles used to form the sixth marks M6a
and M6b by the calculated ratio, thereby calculating the
actual distance of deviation of the fifth mark M5 relative
to the pair of sixth marks M6a and M6b. The amount of
deviation of the fifth mark M5 relative to the pair of sixth
marks M6a and M6b represents an amount of misalign-
ment in the sub-scanning direction B of the recording
head 6B relative to the recording head 6A.
[0258] The adjusting unit 115 of the CPU 110 adjusts
the inclination of the recording head 6B, in accordance
with the amount of deviation in the sub-scanning direction
B calculated by the actual distance calculator 114, de-
rived from the inclination of the recording head 6B relative
to the recording head 6A. Although the image forming
apparatus 100 adjusts the inclination of the recording
head 6B in this example, in another embodiment, an op-
erator or service person manually adjusts the recording
head 6B.
[0259] Referring to FIGS. 44A to 44C, descriptions are
given of a procedure of calculation of the amount of de-
viation in the sub-scanning direction B, derived from the
inclination of the recording head 6B relative to the record-
ing head 6A in the image forming apparatus 100. FIGS.
44A, 44B, and 44C are flowcharts of calculation of
amount of deviation in the image forming apparatus ac-
cording to Embodiment 5.
[0260] Referring to FIG. 44A, when the recording me-
dium P is set on the platen 16, at S170, the pattern form-
ing unit 111 of the CPU 110 causes the recording head
6A to form the fifth mark M5, with the overlapping nozzle

on the downstream side of the recording head 6A, on the
recording medium P.
[0261] At S171, the pattern forming unit 111 causes
the recording head 6B (the second recording head) to
form the pair of sixth marks M6a and M6b on the recording
medium P, with the specified overlapping nozzles on the
upstream side of the recording head 6B, which are dis-
posed at the distances h on both sides of the overlapping
nozzle used to form the fifth mark M5 in sub-scanning
direction B. As a result, the test pattern TP8 including the
fifth mark M5 and the pair of sixth marks M6a and M6b
is formed as illustrated in FIG. 43.
[0262] Referring to FIG. 44B, at S172, the two-dimen-
sional sensor 27 of the imaging unit 20 captures an image
of the test pattern TP8 formed at steps S170 and S171,
and outputs the captured image. At S173, the position
detector 142 of the two-dimensional sensor CPU 140 de-
tects the position of each of the fifth mark M5 and the
pair of sixth marks M6a and M6b in the captured image.
[0263] At S174, the ratio calculator 143 of the two-di-
mensional sensor CPU 140 calculates the ratio of devi-
ation amount of the fifth mark M5 relative to the distance
between the sixth marks M6a and M6b in the captured
image, using the detected positions of the fifth mark M5
and the pair of sixth marks M6a and M6b in the captured
image.
[0264] Referring to FIG. 44C, at S175, the actual dis-
tance calculator 114 of the CPU 110 receives the calcu-
lated ratio of deviation of the fifth mark M5 relative to the
distance between the sixth marks M6a and M6b in the
captured image. At S176, the actual distance calculator
114 multiplies, by the ratio, the distance between the noz-
zles used to form the sixth marks M6a and M6b, using
the pattern data used to form the test pattern TP8 at steps
S170 and S171 and the ratio calculated at step S174, to
calculate the actual distance of deviation of the fifth mark
M5. Then, the operation completes.
[0265] Thus, according to Embodiment 5, based on
the test pattern TP8 formed by the recording heads 6A
and 6B having the nozzle lines partly overlapping in the
sub-scanning direction B, the image forming apparatus
100 can calculate the amount of deviation in the sub-
scanning direction B derived from the misalignment of
the recording head 6B relative to the recording head 6A.
Accordingly, in the image forming apparatus 100 accord-
ing to Embodiment 5, the misalignment of the recording
head 6B can be adjusted in accordance with the amount
of deviation in the sub-scanning direction B, calculated
as described above.

[Modification of Test Pattern]

[0266] The test pattern used in the present embodi-
ment is not limited to the example illustrated in FIG. 43,
and can be variously modified. A modification of the test
pattern TP8 will be described below.
[0267] Although, in the test pattern TP8 illustrated in
FIG. 43, the fifth mark M5 and the pair of sixth marks
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M6a and M6b are formed as dots, alternatively, the marks
can be lines. Yet alternatively, the linear marks can be
surrounded by a reference frame.
[0268] FIG. 45 illustrates an example of such test pat-
tern including linear marks. For example, in a test pattern
TP9 illustrated in FIG. 45, the fifth mark M5 and the pair
of sixth marks M6a and M6b illustrated in FIG. 43 are
modified into lines extending in the main scanning direc-
tion A. Forming marks into lines described above facili-
tates the detection of the positions of the marks in the
captured image.
[0269] The test pattern TP9 illustrated in FIG. 45 further
includes a reference frame F formed under a condition
(e.g., line thickness is different) different from the condi-
tion under which the fifth mark M5 and the pair of sixth
marks M6a and M6b are formed. The reference frame F
is formed with lines surrounding the fifth mark M5 and
the pair of sixth marks M6a and M6b and used as a ref-
erence to locate these marks. In detecting these marks,
initially, the reference frame F is detected. This facilitates
locating each mark in the captured image even when the
position of the test pattern in the captured image is de-
viated.

Embodiment 6

[0270] Although, in Embodiments 3 to 5, the two-di-
mensional sensor CPU mounted in the carriage performs
the position detection of the test pattern in the captured
image and the ratio calculation, alternatively, the main
control board can perform the position detection and ratio
calculation.
[0271] The hardware configuration of the image form-
ing apparatus 200 according to the present embodiment
is similar to that of Embodiment 2, illustrated in FIG. 26.
Configurations except the central processing unit (CPU)
210 and the imaging unit 40 are similar to those of Em-
bodiment 3, and thus redundant descriptions are omitted.
[0272] Similar to Embodiment 3, the CPU 210 controls
the entire image forming apparatus 200. In particular, the
image forming apparatus 200 according to the present
embodiment uses the CPU 210 to implement a function
of forming the test pattern TP, a function as a distance
measurement device, and a function of calculating the
amount of deviation and the angle of inclination of the
recording head, based on the distance.
[0273] The imaging unit 40 includes the two-dimen-
sional sensor 27 and captures an image of the test pattern
(e.g., the mark set Mm in FIG. 30C and the mark sets M
and M’ in 31B) on the recording medium P, controlled by
the CPU 210.
[0274] The two-dimensional sensor 27 is, for example,
a CCD sensor or a CMOS sensor as described above.
The two-dimensional sensor 27 captures an image of the
test pattern TP under predetermined operation condi-
tions according to various setting signals transmitted via
the control FPGA 120 from the CPU 210. Then, the two-
dimensional sensor 27 transmits the captured image via

the control FPGA 120 to the CPU 210.
[0275] Referring to FIG. 46, characteristic functions im-
plemented by the CPU 210 of the image forming appa-
ratus 200 will be described. FIG. 46 is a block diagram
of a functional configuration of the image forming appa-
ratus according to Embodiment 6.
[0276] For example, the CPU 210 uses the RAM 103
as a work area to execute a control program stored on
the ROM 102, in order to implement the functions of the
pattern forming unit 111, the position detector 212, the
ratio calculator 213, the actual distance calculator 114,
the adjusting unit 115, the conveyance controller 116,
the inclination calculator 117, and the like.
[0277] Functions of the pattern forming unit 111, the
actual distance calculator 114, the adjusting unit 115, the
conveyance controller 116, and the inclination calculator
117 are similar to those of Embodiment 3, and thus re-
dundant descriptions are omitted.
[0278] Although functions of the position detector 212
and the ratio calculator 213 are similar to those of the
position detector 142 and the ratio calculator 143 of Em-
bodiment 3, the position detector 212 and the ratio cal-
culator 213 are implement in the CPU 210, differently
from Embodiment 3.
[0279] In the image forming apparatus 200 according
to Embodiment 6, the sequence of processes to calculate
the amount of deviation at the image formation position
derived from the inclination of the recording head is sim-
ilar to that in Embodiment 3 (see FIGS. 35A to 36C), and
thus redundant descriptions are omitted.
[0280] Thus, in the image forming apparatus 200 ac-
cording to the present embodiment, the CPU 210 of the
main control board 230 performs all of the functions in-
cluding the position detector 212 and the ratio calculator
213. This configuration attains the effects similar to those
attained by the image forming apparatus 100 according
to Embodiment 3.
[0281] Note that the computer programs performed in
the image forming apparatus according to the above-de-
scribed embodiments are preliminarily installed in a
memory device such as a read only memory (ROM). Al-
ternatively, the computer programs executed in the im-
age forming apparatus according to the above-described
embodiments can be provided as files being in an install-
able format or an executable format and stored in a com-
puter-readable recording medium, such as a compact
disc read only memory (CD-ROM), a flexible disk (FD),
a compact disc recordable (CD-R), and a digital versatile
disk (DVD).
[0282] Alternatively, the computer programs executed
in the image forming apparatus according the above-de-
scribed embodiments can be stored in a computer con-
nected to a network such as the Internet and downloaded
through the network. Alternatively, the computer pro-
grams executed in the image forming apparatus can be
supplied or distributed via a network such as the Internet.
[0283] Programs executed in the image forming appa-
ratus according to the above-described embodiment are
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in the form of module including the above-described func-
tional units (the pattern forming unit, the position detector,
the ratio calculator, the actual distance calculator, the
inclination calculator, the adjusting unit, and the convey-
ance controller). As the CPU (a processor) reads out the
program from the ROM and executes the program, the
above-described functional units are loaded and imple-
mented (generated), as hardware, in a main memory.
Alternatively, for example, a portion or all of the above-
described functions can be implemented by a dedicated
hardware circuit.
[0284] The above-described embodiments are illustra-
tive and do not limit the present invention.
[0285] For example, although the image forming ap-
paratus described above is a serial head inkjet printer,
aspects of this disclosure are applicable to a variety of
image forming apparatuses. For example, in a line head
inkjet printer, misalignment between recording heads
can cause deviations in the landing position of ink. Ap-
plying aspects of this disclosure enables accurate calcu-
lation of the deviation amount and adjustment of inclina-
tion of the recording head in accordance with the devia-
tion amount, thereby improving the image quality.
[0286] Additionally, for example, in a tandem electro-
photographic image forming apparatus, misalignment
between photoconductor drums can cause a deviation
of image position equivalent to deviations in the landing
position of ink in an inkjet printer. Applying aspects of this
disclosure enables accurate calculation of the deviation
amount and adjustment of inclination of the recording
head in accordance with the deviation amount at the oc-
currence of such deviation of image position, thereby im-
proving the image quality.
[0287] Additionally, for example, in a thermal printer to
perform printing on a recording medium with heat, mis-
alignment or deviation of a thermal head can cause a
positional deviation of an image equivalent to deviations
in the landing position of ink in an inkjet printer. Applying
aspects of this disclosure enables accurate calculation
of the deviation amount and adjustment of inclination of
the recording head in accordance with the deviation
amount at the occurrence of such deviation of image po-
sition, thereby improving the image quality.
[0288] Image formation according to this disclosure in-
cludes, in addition to output on recording media such as
sheets, formation of boards. Although the image forming
apparatus according to the above-described embodi-
ment is a printer, aspects of this disclosure are applicable
to other type image forming apparatuses such as copiers
and multifunction peripherals (MFPs) having at least two
of copying, printing, scanning, and facsimile transmission
capabilities.
[0289] Any one of the above-described operations may
be performed in various other ways, for example, in an
order different from the one described above.
[0290] Each of the functions of the described embod-
iments may be implemented by one or more processing
circuits or circuitry. Processing circuitry includes a pro-

grammed processor, as a processor includes circuitry. A
processing circuit also includes devices such as an ap-
plication specific integrated circuit (ASIC), DSP (digital
signal processor), FPGA (field programmable gate array)
and conventional circuit components arranged to per-
form the recited functions.
[0291] The present invention can be implemented in
any convenient form, for example using dedicated hard-
ware, or a mixture of dedicated hardware and software.
The present invention may be implemented as computer
software implemented by one or more networked
processing apparatuses. The processing apparatuses
can compromise any suitably programmed apparatuses
such as a general purpose computer, personal digital
assistant, mobile telephone (such as a WAP or 3G-com-
pliant phone) and so on. Since the present invention can
be implemented as software, each and every aspect of
the present invention thus encompasses computer soft-
ware implementable on a programmable device. The
computer software can be provided to the programmable
device using any conventional carrier medium (carrier
means). The carrier medium can compromise a transient
carrier medium such as an electrical, optical, microwave,
acoustic or radio frequency signal carrying the computer
code. An example of such a transient medium is a TCP/IP
signal carrying computer code over an IP network, such
as the Internet. The carrier medium can also comprise a
storage medium for storing processor readable code
such as a floppy disk, hard disk, CD ROM, magnetic tape
device or solid state memory device.

Claims

1. An image forming apparatus (100) comprising:

a conveyor (150) to convey a recording medium;
an image forming device (6,8,12) including at
least one recording head (6) to form, on the re-
cording medium, a test pattern including at least
one mark set including a first mark and a pair of
second marks, the at least one recording head
(6) including a plurality of nozzles
(6A1,6A2,6A3,6A4) to discharge ink;
an imaging device (20) to obtain a captured im-
age of the test pattern; and
at least one processor (110,140) including:

a pattern forming unit (111) configured to
cause the image forming device (6,8,12) to
form the first mark on the recording medium
and cause the image forming device
(6,8,12) to form the pair of second marks
after the conveyor (150) conveys the re-
cording medium by a predetermined con-
veyance amount;
a position detector (142) configured to de-
tect a position of the first mark and a position
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of the pair of second marks in the captured
image;
a ratio calculator (143) configured to calcu-
late a ratio between a distance between the
pair of second marks in the captured image
and an amount of deviation of the first mark
in the captured image; and
a distance calculator (114) configured to
calculate an actual distance of the deviation
of the first mark based on a theoretical dis-
tance between the pair of second marks and
the ratio,

characterised in that
the pattern forming unit (111) causes the image
forming device (6,8,12) to form the first mark and
the pair of second marks with different nozzles
(6A1,6A2,6A3) disposed at different positions in
a direction of conveyance of the recording me-
dium, as marks arranged in the direction of con-
veyance of the recording medium,
wherein the plurality of nozzles
(6A1,6A2,6A3,6A4) includes:

a first nozzle (6A1) to form the first mark;
a reference nozzle (6A4) disposed at a dis-
tance, from the first nozzle (6A1), in the di-
rection of conveyance of the recording me-
dium, the predetermined conveyance
amount being controlled to be equivalent to
the distance;
a second nozzle (6A2) disposed down-
stream from the reference nozzle (6A4) in
the direction of conveyance of the recording
medium; and
a third nozzle (6A3) disposed upstream
from the reference nozzle (6A4) in the di-
rection of conveyance of the recording me-
dium,

wherein the pattern forming unit (111) causes
the image forming device (6,8,12) to form the
first mark, with the first nozzle,
wherein the pattern forming unit (111) causes
the image forming device (6,8,12) to form the
pair of second marks, respectively with the sec-
ond nozzle (6A2) and the third nozzle (6A3), and
wherein the theoretical distance between the
pair of second marks is a distance between the
second and third nozzles (6A2, 6A3).

2. The image forming apparatus (100) according to
claim 1, wherein the at least one recording head (6)
includes a plurality of nozzle lines
(6Ak,6Am,6Ay,6Ac) extending in a direction of con-
veyance of the recording medium, and
wherein the pattern forming unit (111) causes the
image forming device (6,8,12) to discharge ink from

an identical nozzle line (6Ak) to form the first mark
and the pair of second marks.

3. The image forming apparatus (100) according to
claim 1, wherein the at least one recording head (6)
includes a plurality of nozzle lines
(6Ak,6Am,6Ay,6Ac), and
wherein the pattern forming unit (111) causes the
image forming device (6,8,12) to discharge ink from
different nozzle lines (6Ak,6Am,6Ay,6Ac) to form the
first mark and the pair of second marks.

4. The image forming apparatus (100) according to
claim 1, wherein the image forming device (6,8,12)
further includes a carriage (5) on which the at least
one recording head (6) is mounted, the carriage (5)
to reciprocate in a direction perpendicular to a direc-
tion of conveyance of the recording medium,
wherein the at least one mark set includes a first
mark set and a second mark set arranged in a direc-
tion of travel of the carriage (5),
wherein, in each of the first mark set and the second
mark set, the pair of second marks is arranged in the
direction of conveyance of the recording medium,
wherein the distance calculator (114) is configured
to calculate the actual distance of the deviation of
the first mark relative to the pair of second marks in
the direction of conveyance of the recording medium
in each of the first mark set and the second mark
set, and
wherein the at least one processor further includes
an inclination calculator (117) configured to calculate
a difference between the actual distance of the de-
viation in the first mark set and the actual distance
of the deviation in the second mark set and calculate
an amount of inclination of the recording medium
based on the difference and a distance between the
first mark set and the second mark set in the direction
of travel of the carriage (5).

5. The image forming apparatus (100) according to any
of claims 1 to 4, wherein the first mark and the pair
of second marks are lines.

6. A method for calculating an actual distance of a de-
viation, performed in an image forming apparatus
(100), the method comprising:

forming one of a first mark and a pair of second
marks on a recording medium;
conveying the recording medium by a predeter-
mined conveyance amount after forming the one
of the first mark and the pair of second marks;
forming the other of the first mark and the pair
of second marks after conveying the recording
medium by the predetermined conveyance
amount;
obtaining a captured image of a test pattern in-
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cluding the first mark and the pair of second
marks;
detecting a position of the first mark and a posi-
tion of the pair of second marks in the captured
image; and
calculating an actual distance of a deviation of
the first mark, based on a distance between the
pair of second marks in the captured image, a
position of the first mark in the captured image,
and a theoretical distance between the pair of
second marks,
characterised in that
the first mark and the pair of second marks are
formed with different nozzles (6A1,6A2,6A3)
disposed at different positions in a direction of
conveyance of the recording medium, as marks
arranged in the direction of conveyance of the
recording medium,
wherein the first mark is formed with a first nozzle
before the conveyor (150) conveys the record-
ing medium by the predetermined conveyance
amount, and
wherein the pair of second marks are formed
respectively with (i) a second nozzle (6A2) dis-
posed downstream from a reference nozzle
(6A4) in the direction of conveyance of the re-
cording medium, the reference nozzle (6A4) be-
ing disposed at a distance, from the first nozzle
(6A1), in the direction of conveyance of the re-
cording medium, the predetermined convey-
ance amount being controlled to be equivalent
to the distance, and (ii) a third nozzle (6A3) dis-
posed upstream from the reference nozzle
(6A4) in the direction of conveyance of the re-
cording medium, the pair of second marks being
formed after the conveyor (150) conveys the re-
cording medium by the predetermined convey-
ance amount, the theoretical distance between
the pair of second marks being a distance be-
tween the second and third nozzles.

7. A carrier means carrying computer readable code
for controlling a computer to carry out the method
according to claim 6.

8. The carrier means according to claim 7, wherein the
method further comprises:

calculating a ratio between the distance be-
tween the pair of second marks in the captured
image and a deviation of the first mark in the
captured image; and
calculating the actual distance of the deviation
of the first mark based on the theoretical dis-
tance between the pair of second marks and the
ratio.

Patentansprüche

1. Bilderzeugungsgerät (100), umfassend:

eine Fördervorrichtung (150) zum Befördern ei-
nes Aufzeichnungsmediums;
eine Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung (6, 8, 12), ent-
haltend mindestens einen Aufzeichnungskopf
(6) zum Erzeugen, auf dem Aufzeichnungsme-
dium, eines Testmusters, enthaltend mindes-
tens einen Markierungssatz, enthaltend eine
erste Markierung und ein Paar von zweiten Mar-
kierungen, der mindestens eine Aufzeichnungs-
kopf (6) enthaltend eine Vielzahl von Düsen
(6A1, 6A2, 6A3, 6A4) zum Abgeben von Tinte;
eine Bildgebungsvorrichtung (20) zum Erhalten
eines erfassten Bilds des Testmusters; und
mindestens einen Prozessor (110, 140), enthal-
tend:

eine Mustererzeugungseinheit (111), konfi-
guriert zum Bewirken, dass die Bilderzeu-
gungsvorrichtung (6, 8, 12) die erste Mar-
kierung auf dem Aufzeichnungsmedium er-
zeugt, und zum Bewirken, dass die Bilder-
zeugungsvorrichtung (6, 8, 12) das Paar
von zweiten Markierungen erzeugt, nach-
dem die Fördervorrichtung (150) das Auf-
zeichnungsmedium um einen im Voraus
bestimmten Beförderungsbetrag befördert;
einen Positionsdetektor (142), konfiguriert
zum Detektieren einer Position der ersten
Markierung und einer Position des Paars
von zweiten Markierungen in dem erfassten
Bild;
eine Verhältnisberechnungsvorrichtung
(143), konfiguriert zum Berechnen eines
Verhältnisses zwischen einer Distanz zwi-
schen dem Paar von zweiten Markierungen
in dem erfassten Bild und eines Betrags der
Abweichung der ersten Markierung in dem
erfassten Bild; und
eine Distanzberechnungsvorrichtung
(114), konfiguriert zum Berechnen einer tat-
sächlichen Distanz der Abweichung der
ersten Markierung basierend auf einer the-
oretischen Distanz zwischen dem Paar von
zweiten Markierungen und dem Verhältnis;

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Mustererzeugungseinheit (111) bewirkt,
dass die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung (6, 8, 12)
die erste Markierung und das Paar von zweiten
Markierungen mit verschiedenen Düsen (6A1,
6A2, 6A3), die an verschiedenen Positionen in
einer Beförderungsrichtung des Aufzeich-
nungsmediums angeordnet sind, als Markierun-
gen, die in der Beförderungsrichtung des Auf-
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zeichnungsmediums angeordnet sind, erzeugt,
wobeidie Vielzahl von Düsen (6A1, 6A2, 6A3,
6A4) enthält:

eine erste Düse (6A1) zum Erzeugen der
ersten Markierung;
eine Referenzdüse (6A4), angeordnet in ei-
ner Distanz von der ersten Düse (6A1) in
der Beförderungsrichtung des Aufzeich-
nungsmediums, wobei der im Voraus be-
stimmte Beförderungsbetrag gesteuert
wird, um äquivalent zu der Distanz zu sein;
eine zweite Düse (6A2), angeordnet nach-
geschaltet der Referenzdüse (6A4) in der
Beförderungsrichtung des Aufzeichnungs-
mediums; und
eine dritte Düse (6A3), angeordnet vorge-
schaltet der Referenzdüse (6A4) in der Be-
förderungsrichtung des Aufzeichnungsme-
diums,

wobei die Mustererzeugungseinheit (111) be-
wirkt, dass die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung (6, 8,
12) die erste Markierung mit der ersten Düse
erzeugt,
wobei die Mustererzeugungseinheit (111) be-
wirkt, dass die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung (6, 8,
12) das Paar von zweiten Markierungen mit der
zweiten Düse (6A2) bzw. der dritten Düse (6A3)
erzeugt, und
wobei die theoretische Distanz zwischen dem
Paar von zweiten Markierungen eine Distanz
zwischen der zweiten und der dritten Düse (6A2,
6A3) ist.

2. Bilderzeugungsgerät (100) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der mindestens eine Aufzeichnungskopf (6) eine
Vielzahl von Düsenleitungen (6Ak, 6Am, 6Ay, 6Ac)
enthält, die sich in einer Richtung der Beförderung
des Aufzeichnungsmediums erstrecken, und
wobei die Mustererzeugungseinheit (111) bewirkt,
dass die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung (6, 8, 12) Tinte
aus einer identischen Düsenleitung (6Ak) abgibt, um
die erste Markierung und das Paar von zweiten Mar-
kierungen zu erzeugen.

3. Bilderzeugungsgerät (100) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der mindestens eine Aufzeichnungskopf (6) eine
Vielzahl von Düsenleitungen (6Ak, 6Am, 6Ay, 6Ac)
enthält, und
wobei die Mustererzeugungseinheit (111) bewirkt,
dass die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung (6, 8, 12) Tinte
aus verschiedenen Düsenleitungen (6Ak, 6Am, 6Ay,
6Ac) abgibt, um die erste Markierung und das Paar
von zweiten Markierungen zu erzeugen.

4. Bilderzeugungsgerät (100) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung (6, 8, 12) ferner einen

Wagen (5) enthält, auf dem der mindestens eine Auf-
zeichnungskopf (6) montiert ist, wobei der Wagen
(5) sich in einer Richtung senkrecht zu einer Beför-
derungsrichtung des Aufzeichnungsmediums hin-
und herbewegt,
wobei der mindestens eine Markierungssatz einen
ersten Markierungssatz und einen zweiten Markie-
rungssatz enthält, angeordnet in einer Verfahrungs-
richtung des Wagens (5),
wobei, in jedem des ersten Markierungssatzes und
des zweiten Markierungssatzes, das Paar von zwei-
ten Markierungen in der Beförderungsrichtung des
Aufzeichnungsmediums angeordnet ist,
wobei die Distanzberechnungsvorrichtung (114)
konfiguriert ist, die tatsächliche Distanz der Abwei-
chung der ersten Markierung relativ zu dem Paar
von zweiten Markierungen in der Beförderungsrich-
tung des Aufzeichnungsmediums in jedem des ers-
ten Markierungssatzes und des zweiten Markie-
rungssatzes zu berechnen, und
wobei der mindestens eine Prozessor ferner eine
Neigungsberechnungsvorrichtung (117) enthält,
konfiguriert zum Berechnen einer Differenz zwi-
schen der tatsächlichen Distanz der Abweichung in
dem ersten Markierungssatz und der tatsächlichen
Distanz der Abweichung in dem zweiten Markie-
rungssatz und zum Berechnen eines Betrags der
Neigung des Aufzeichnungsmediums basierend auf
der Differenz und einer Distanz zwischen dem ersten
Markierungssatz und dem zweiten Markierungssatz
in einer Verfahrungsrichtung des Wagens (5).

5. Bilderzeugungsgerät (100) nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 4, wobei die erste Markierung und das Paar
von zweiten Markierungen Linien sind.

6. Verfahren zum Berechnen einer tatsächlichen Dis-
tanz einer Abweichung, durchgeführt in einem Bil-
derzeugungsgerät (100), das Verfahren umfassend:

Erzeugen eines einer ersten Markierung und ei-
nes Paars von zweiten Markierungen auf einem
Aufzeichnungsmedium;
Befördern des Aufzeichnungsmediums um ei-
nen im Voraus bestimmten Beförderungsbetrag
nach Erzeugen eines der ersten Markierung und
des Paars von zweiten Markierungen;
Erzeugen des anderen der ersten Markierung
und des Paars von zweiten Markierungen nach
Befördern des Aufzeichnungsmediums um den
im Voraus bestimmten Beförderungsbetrag;
Erhalten eines erfassten Bilds eines Testmus-
ters, enthaltend die erste Markierung und das
Paar von zweiten Markierungen;
Detektieren einer Position der ersten Markie-
rung und einer Position des Paars von zweiten
Markierungen in dem erfassten Bild; und
Berechnen einer tatsächlichen Distanz einer
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Abweichung der ersten Markierung basierend
auf einer Distanz zwischen dem Paar von zwei-
ten Markierungen in dem erfassten Bild, einer
Position der ersten Markierung in dem erfassten
Bild und einer theoretischen Distanz zwischen
dem Paar von zweiten Markierungen,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die erste Markierung und das Paar von zweiten
Markierungen mit verschiedenen Düsen (6A1,
6A2, 6A3), die an verschiedenen Positionen in
einer Beförderungsrichtung des Aufzeich-
nungsmediums angeordnet sind, als Markierun-
gen, die in der Beförderungsrichtung des Auf-
zeichnungsmediums angeordnet sind, erzeugt
werden,
wobei die erste Markierung mit einer ersten Dü-
se erzeugt wird, bevor die Fördervorrichtung
(150) das Aufzeichnungsmedium um die im Vo-
raus bestimmte Beförderungsdistanz befördert,
und
wobei das Paar von zweiten Markierungen mit
(i) einer zweiten Düse (6A2), angeordnet nach-
geschaltet der Referenzdüse (6A4) in der Be-
förderungsrichtung des Aufzeichnungsmedi-
ums, wobei die Referenzdüse (6A4) in einer Dis-
tanz von der ersten Düse (6A1) in der Beförde-
rungsrichtung des Aufzeichnungsmediums an-
geordnet ist, wobei die im Voraus bestimmte Be-
förderungsdistanz gesteuert wird, um äquiva-
lent zu der Distanz zu sein, bzw. (ii) einer dritten
Düse (6A3), angeordnet vorgeschaltet der Re-
ferenzdüse (6A4) in der Beförderungsrichtung
des Aufzeichnungsmediums, gebildet wird, wo-
bei das Paar von zweiten Markierungen erzeugt
wird, nachdem die Fördervorrichtung (150) das
Aufzeichnungsmedium um den im Voraus be-
stimmten Beförderungsbetrag befördert, wobei
die theoretische Distanz zwischen dem Paar
von zweiten Markierungen eine Distanz zwi-
schen der zweiten und der dritten Düse ist.

7. Trägermittel, das computerlesbaren Code zum
Steuern eines Computers zum Ausführen des Ver-
fahrens nach Anspruch 6 trägt.

8. Trägermittel nach Anspruch 7, wobei das Verfahren
ferner umfasst:

Berechnen eines Verhältnisses zwischen der
Distanz zwischen dem Paar von zweiten Mar-
kierungen in dem erfassten Bild und einer Ab-
weichung der ersten Markierung in dem erfass-
ten Bild; und
Berechnen der tatsächlichen Distanz der Abwei-
chung der ersten Markierung basierend auf der
theoretischen Distanz zwischen dem Paar von
zweiten Markierungen und dem Verhältnis.

Revendications

1. Appareil de formation d’image (100) comprenant :

un transporteur (150) pour transporter un sup-
port d’enregistrement ;
un dispositif de formation d’image (6, 8, 12) com-
prenant au moins une tête d’enregistrement (6)
pour former, sur le support d’enregistrement, un
motif de test comprenant au moins un ensemble
de marques comprenant une première marque
et une paire de deuxièmes marques, ladite au
moins une tête d’enregistrement (6) comprenant
une pluralité de buses (6A1, 6A2, 6A3, 6A4)
pour décharger de l’encre ;
un dispositif de capture d’image (20) pour obte-
nir une image capturée du motif de test ; et
au moins un processeur (110, 140)
comprenant :

une unité de formation de motif (111) con-
figurée pour amener le dispositif de forma-
tion d’image (6, 8, 12) à former la première
marque sur le support d’enregistrement et
amener le dispositif de formation d’image
(6, 8, 12) à former la paire de deuxièmes
marques après que le transporteur (150) a
transporté le support d’enregistrement
d’une quantité de transport prédéterminée ;
un détecteur de position (142) configuré
pour détecter une position de la première
marque et une position de la paire de
deuxièmes marques dans l’image
capturée ;
un calculateur de rapport (143) configuré
pour calculer un rapport entre une distance
entre la paire de deuxièmes marques dans
l’image capturée et une quantité d’écart de
la première marque dans l’image capturée ;
et
un calculateur de distance (114) configuré
pour calculer une distance réelle de l’écart
de la première marque sur la base d’une
distance théorique entre la paire de deuxiè-
mes marques et du rapport,

caractérisé en ce que
l’unité de formation de motif (111) amène le dis-
positif de formation d’image (6, 8, 12) à former
la première marque et la paire de deuxièmes
marques avec différentes buses (6A1, 6A2,
6A3) disposées à différentes positions dans une
direction de transport du support d’enregistre-
ment, en tant que marques agencées dans la
direction de transport du support d’enregistre-
ment,
dans lequel la pluralité de buses (6A1, 6A2, 6A3,
6A4) comprend :
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une première buse (6A1) pour former la pre-
mière marque ;
une buse de référence (6A4) disposée à
une distance, de la première buse (6A1),
dans la direction de transport du support
d’enregistrement, la quantité de transport
prédéterminée étant commandée pour être
équivalente à la distance ;
une deuxième buse (6A2) disposée en aval
de la buse de référence (6A4) dans la di-
rection de transport du support
d’enregistrement ; et
une troisième buse (6A3) disposée en
amont de la buse de référence (6A4) dans
la direction de transport du support d’enre-
gistrement,

dans lequel l’unité de formation de motif (111)
amène le dispositif de formation d’image (6, 8,
12) à former la première marque, avec la pre-
mière buse,
dans lequel l’unité de formation de motif (111)
amène le dispositif de formation d’image (6, 8,
12) à former la paire de deuxièmes marques,
respectivement avec la deuxième buse (6A2) et
la troisième buse (6A3), et
dans lequel la distance théorique entre la paire
de deuxièmes marques est une distance entre
les deuxième et troisième buses (6A2, 6A3).

2. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon la reven-
dication 1, dans lequel ladite au moins une tête d’en-
registrement (6) comprend une pluralité de rangées
de buses (6Ak, 6Am, 6Ay, 6Ac) s’étendant dans une
direction de transport du support d’enregistrement,
et
dans lequel l’unité de formation de motif (111) amène
le dispositif de formation d’image (6, 8, 12) à déchar-
ger de l’encre à partir d’une rangée de buses iden-
tique (6Ak) pour former la première marque et la pai-
re de deuxièmes marques.

3. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon la reven-
dication 1, dans lequel ladite au moins une tête d’en-
registrement (6) comprend une pluralité de rangées
de buses (6Ak, 6Am, 6Ay, 6Ac), et
dans lequel l’unité de formation de motif (111) amène
le dispositif de formation d’image (6, 8, 12) à déchar-
ger de l’encre à partir de différentes rangées de bu-
ses (6Ak, 6Am, 6Ay, 6Ac) pour former la première
marque et la paire de deuxièmes marques.

4. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon la reven-
dication 1, dans lequel le dispositif de formation
d’image (6, 8, 12) comprend en outre un chariot (5)
sur lequel ladite au moins une tête d’enregistrement
(6) est montée, le chariot (5) se déplaçant en va-et-
vient dans une direction perpendiculaire à une direc-

tion de transport du support d’enregistrement,
dans lequel ledit au moins un ensemble de marques
comprend un premier ensemble de marques et un
deuxième ensemble de marques agencés dans une
direction de déplacement du chariot (5),
dans lequel, dans chacun du premier ensemble de
marques et du deuxième ensemble de marques, la
paire de deuxièmes marques est agencée dans la
direction de transport du support d’enregistrement,
dans lequel le calculateur de distance (114) est con-
figuré pour calculer la distance réelle de l’écart de la
première marque par rapport à la paire de deuxiè-
mes marques dans la direction de transport du sup-
port d’enregistrement dans chacun du premier en-
semble de marques et du deuxième ensemble de
marques, et
dans lequel ledit au moins un processeur comprend
en outre un calculateur d’inclinaison (117) configuré
pour calculer une différence entre la distance réelle
de l’écart dans le premier ensemble de marques et
la distance réelle de l’écart dans le deuxième en-
semble de marques et calculer une quantité d’incli-
naison du support d’enregistrement sur la base de
la différence et d’une distance entre le premier en-
semble de marques et le deuxième ensemble de
marques dans la direction de déplacement du chariot
(5).

5. Appareil de formation d’image (100) selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 4, dans lequel la pre-
mière marque et la paire de deuxièmes marques
sont des lignes.

6. Procédé pour calculer une distance réelle d’un écart,
effectué dans un appareil de formation d’image
(100), le procédé comprenant :

la formation de l’une d’une première marque et
d’une paire de deuxièmes marques sur un sup-
port d’enregistrement ;
le transport du support d’enregistrement d’une
quantité de transport prédéterminée après avoir
formé ladite une de la première marque et de la
paire de deuxièmes marques ;
la formation de l’autre de la première marque et
de la paire de deuxièmes marques après avoir
transporté le support d’enregistrement de la
quantité de transport prédéterminée ;
l’obtention d’une image capturée d’un motif de
test comprenant la première marque et la paire
de deuxièmes marques ;
la détection d’une position de la première mar-
que et d’une position de la paire de deuxièmes
marques dans l’image capturée ; et
le calcul d’une distance réelle d’un écart de la
première marque, sur la base d’une distance en-
tre la paire de deuxièmes marques dans l’image
capturée, d’une position de la première marque
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dans l’image capturée, et d’une distance théo-
rique entre la paire de deuxièmes marques,
caractérisé en ce que
la première marque et la paire de deuxièmes
marques sont formées avec différentes buses
(6A1, 6A2, 6A3) disposées à différentes posi-
tions dans une direction de transport du support
d’enregistrement, en tant que marques agen-
cées dans la direction de transport du support
d’enregistrement,
dans lequel la première marque est formée avec
une première buse avant que le transporteur
(150) ne transporte le support d’enregistrement
de la quantité de transport prédéterminée, et
dans lequel la paire de deuxièmes marques sont
respectivement formées avec (i) une deuxième
buse (6A2) disposée en aval d’une buse de ré-
férence (6A4) dans la direction de transport du
support d’enregistrement, la buse de référence
(6A4) étant disposée à une distance, de la pre-
mière buse (6A1), dans la direction de transport
du support d’enregistrement, la quantité de
transport prédéterminée étant commandée
pour être équivalente à la distance, et (ii) une
troisième buse (6A3) disposée en amont de la
buse de référence (6A4) dans la direction de
transport du support d’enregistrement, la paire
de deuxièmes marques étant formée après que
le transporteur (150) a transporté le support
d’enregistrement de la quantité de transport pré-
déterminée, la distance théorique entre la paire
de deuxièmes marques étant une distance entre
les deuxième et troisième buses.

7. Moyens de support portant un code pouvant être lu
par un ordinateur pour commander un ordinateur
pour effectuer le procédé selon la revendication 6.

8. Moyens de support selon la revendication 7, dans
lesquels le procédé comprend en outre :

le calcul d’un rapport entre la distance entre la
paire de deuxièmes marques dans l’image cap-
turée et un écart de la première marque dans
l’image capturée ; et
le calcul de la distance réelle de l’écart de la
première marque sur la base de la distance
théorique entre la paire de deuxièmes marques
et du rapport.
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