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(54) A leaf seal assembly

(57) A leaf seal assembly (20) for providing a seal
between a first member and a second member (10), the
leaf seal assembly comprising a plurality of leaf elements
(22) and a first substantially planar cover plate (24a), the
leaf elements being arranged in a pack, with a first edge

of each leaf element being adjacent to the first cover
plate, wherein each leaf element comprises a first shoul-
der (30a) in the first edge, the first shoulder being ar-
ranged so as to form a first gap (28a) between the first
edge of each leaf element and the first cover plate over
a portion of the first edge.
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a leaf seal assembly
and particularly but not exclusively relates to a leaf seal
assembly for a gas turbine engine.
[0002] Typically, leaf seals are formed from sections
of leaf material appropriately presented in order to create
a seal surface from juxtaposed seal edges of respective
leaves in an assembly. In particular, the leaves may be
arranged circumferentially about a rotating shaft in order
to present the seal edges and therefore the seal surface
towards that shaft so as to provide a seal barrier. The
seal edges effectively float relative to a rotating surface.
Therefore, a leaf seal may also accommodate variations
in the radial and axial location of the shaft.
[0003] It will be appreciated that assembly of leaf seals
is relatively complex in terms of the number of leaves in
the assembly and the importance of correctly aligning
and spacing the leaves in order to achieve the best effect.
A typical leaf seal disposed about a shaft 10 is shown in
Figures 1 a and 1 b. (NB, for the sake of simplicity, the
end on view of the shaft in Figure 1b is shown to be
straight as opposed to circular.) The leaves 2 are dis-
posed between cover plates 4. The leaves 2 are joined
to one another and the cover plates 4 at a root 6 of each
leaf. Beyond the root 6, there is a gap 8 between the
cover plates 4 and the leaves 2.
[0004] Varying the front (upstream) and rear (down-
stream) gaps 8, or the ratio between them, has an impact
on seal blow down and blow up. An incorrect gap ratio
can lead to excessive blow down, which leads to seal
wear, or excessive blow up, which cause seal leakage.
Accurate sizing of the gaps is therefore desirable.
[0005] In known leaf seals, the gap 8 between the leaf
pack and the cover plates is set by machining a step 12
into the cover plate 4. The height of this step at its inner
radius is used to control the gap between cover plate and
leaf pack. The precision of the gap is influenced by two
factors: the accuracy to which the step is machined into
the cover plate, and the variation in leaf pack axial width
as illustrated in Figure 2.
[0006] With respect to the first factor, experience sug-
gests that it is hard to accurately machine the step, as
the ring (which forms the cover plate) deforms while ma-
chining, especially when the seal is relatively large, as in
the case of a gas turbine engine. In addition there is the
typical process variation inherent to the machining proc-
ess. Thus, due to the way the leaf seal is assembled, an
error in step height will lead to a constant off-set, o, in
the gap width, g.
[0007] With respect to the second factor, the variation
in leaf axial width depends on the manufacturing process
chosen and on how accurately the leaves are placed to-
gether. The variation in gap introduced will be between
zero and the maximum variation in leaf gap. The mean
effect will be an extra offset equal to half of the variation
in the leaf pack width, w.
[0008] As a result of these two factors, the average

additional gap, ∆g, is as follows: 

where o is the machining off-set error and w the variation
in the leaf pack width. The combined effect of these two
factors can cause an unsatisfactory variation in the gap
and the present invention therefore seeks to address this.
[0009] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion there is provided a leaf seal assembly for providing
a seal between a first member and a second member,
the leaf seal assembly comprising a plurality of leaf ele-
ments and a first substantially planar cover plate, the leaf
elements being arranged in a pack, with a first edge of
each leaf element being adjacent to the first cover plate,
wherein each leaf element comprises a first shoulder in
the first edge, the first shoulder being arranged so as to
form a first gap between the first edge of each leaf ele-
ment and the first cover plate over a portion of the first
edge.
[0010] Each leaf element may comprise a root portion
and a sealing portion. The first shoulder may be formed
at the boundary between the root portion and the sealing
portion.
[0011] The leaf assembly may comprise a second sub-
stantially planar cover plate with a second edge of each
leaf element which may be adjacent to the second cover
plate such that the leaf elements are sandwiched be-
tween the first and second cover plates. Each leaf ele-
ment may comprise a second shoulder in the second
edge. The second shoulder may be arranged so as to
form a second gap between the second edge of each
leaf element and the second cover plate over a portion
of the second edge.
[0012] Each leaf element may comprise a root portion
and a sealing portion. The second shoulder may be
formed at the boundary between the root portion and the
sealing portion.
[0013] The pack of leaf elements may be arranged cir-
cumferentially about the first member. The first and sec-
ond members may rotate with respect to one another.
[0014] A turbomachine may comprise a leaf seal as-
sembly as described above. A gas turbine may comprise
a leaf seal assembly as described above.
[0015] According to a second aspect of the present
invention there is provided a method of manufacturing a
leaf seal assembly, the method comprising: providing a
plurality of leaf elements and a first substantially planar
cover plate; forming a first shoulder in the first edge of
each leaf element; and arranging the leaf elements with
a first edge of each leaf element being adjacent to the
first cover plate; such that the first shoulder is arranged
so as to form a first gap between the first edge of each
leaf element and the first cover plate over a portion of
the first edge.
[0016] The method may comprise: providing a second
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substantially planar cover plate. The method may further
comprise forming a second shoulder in a second edge
of each leaf element. The method may further still com-
prise arranging the leaf elements with the second edge
of each leaf element being adjacent to the second cover
plate such that the leaf elements may be sandwiched
between the first and second cover plates, and that the
second shoulder may be arranged so as to form a second
gap between the second edge of each leaf element and
the second cover plate over a portion of the second edge.
[0017] For a better understanding of the present inven-
tion, and to show more clearly how it may be carried into
effect, reference will now be made, by way of example,
to the accompanying drawings, in which:-

Figures 1a and 1b show sectional views of a prior
art leaf seal assembly. (For simplicity, Figure 1b
shows the pack in a straight seal.);
Figure 2 shows a top view of a leaf pack of a prior
art leaf seal assembly; and
Figure 3a and 3b show sectional views of a leaf as-
sembly according to an example of the present in-
vention. (For simplicity, Figure 3b shows the pack in
a straight seal.)

[0018] With reference to Figures 3a and 3b, a leaf seal
assembly 20 according to an embodiment of the present
invention, comprises a plurality of leaf elements 22 sand-
wiched between substantially planar first and second
cover plates 24a, 24b and is disposed about a shaft 10.
As is shown in Figure 3b the leaf elements are joined
together at a root portion 26. However, for the sake of
simplicity, the end on view of the shaft in Figure 3b is
shown to be straight as opposed to circular. Neverthe-
less, the leaf elements 22 are disposed about the circum-
ference of the shaft 10 and the leaf elements are angled
with respect to the radial direction.
[0019] The leaf elements are arranged in a pack, with
a first edge of each leaf element being adjacent to the
first cover plate 24a and a second edge of each leaf el-
ement being adjacent to the second cover plate 24b, such
that the leaf elements are sandwiched between the first
and second cover plates.
[0020] Each leaf element comprises a first shoulder
30a in the first edge and a corresponding second shoul-
der 30b in the second edge. The first shoulder 30a is
arranged so as to form a first gap 28a between the first
edge of each leaf element and the first cover plate 24a
over a portion of the first edge. Similarly, the second
shoulder 30b is arranged so as to form a second gap 28b
between the second edge of each leaf element and the
second cover plate 24b over a portion of the second edge.
[0021] Each leaf element comprises the root portion
26 and a sealing portion 27. The first and second shoul-
ders 30a, 30b are formed at the boundary between the
root portion and the sealing portion. The cover plates
24a, 24b are raised away from the leaf pack by a step
change in the leaf edge profiles. Thus, the gaps 28a, 28b

are set by the design of the leaf pack and in contrast to
the prior art, the cover plates consist of flat planar rings.
[0022] The present invention is advantageous due to
the reduction in the cost of manufacturing the cover
plates, as the step machining process is eliminated (the
cover plates may be cut from sheet material). Further-
more, the accuracy to which the leaf pack to cover plate
gap can be controlled, has been increased considerably.
[0023] With the present invention, the gap precision is
influenced by the following factors: the accuracy of the
step (i.e. shoulders 30a, 30b), which is part of the leaf
edge profile, and the variation in leaf pack axial width as
illustrated in Figure 2.
[0024] With respect to the first factor, the variation in
the step can be tightly controlled as part of the leaf man-
ufacture. In addition, as the gap is set by a large number
of leaves, the gap variation depends on the mean height
of the step. If the process for manufacturing the leaves
is centred on zero off-set, this results in a constant off-
set of zero for the gap. Otherwise, the manufacturing
offset will cause a mean gap variation of half the long-
term mean of the offset.
[0025] With respect to the second factor, the variation
in leaf axial width depends on the manufacturing process
chosen and on how accurately the leaves are placed to-
gether. The variation in gap introduced will be between
zero and the maximum variation in leaf gap. The mean
effect will be an extra offset equal to half of the variation
in the leaf pack width.
[0026] As a result of these two factors, the average
additional gap, ∆g, for the present invention is as follows: 

where I is the long term mean offset for leaf manufacture
and w the variation in the leaf pack width. From the above
equation, it can be seen that the main contributor to the
prior art variation in gap between leaf pack and cover
plate has been eliminated and replaced by a factor which
disappears for a well controlled manufacturing process.
The present invention therefore increases the accuracy
of the gap and mitigates the aforementioned disadvan-
tages.

Claims

1. A leaf seal assembly for providing a seal between a
first member and a second member, the leaf seal
assembly comprising a plurality of leaf elements (22)
and a first substantially planar cover plate (24a), the
leaf elements being arranged in a pack, with a first
edge of each leaf element being adjacent to the first
cover plate,
wherein each leaf element comprises a first shoulder
(30a) in the first edge, the first shoulder being ar-
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ranged so as to form a first gap (28a) between the
first edge of each leaf element and the first cover
plate over a portion of the first edge.

2. A leaf seal assembly according to claim 1, wherein
each leaf element comprises a root portion (26) and
a sealing portion (27), the first shoulder being formed
at the boundary between the root portion and the
sealing portion.

3. A leaf seal assembly according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the leaf assembly comprises a second sub-
stantially planar cover plate (24b) with a second edge
of each leaf element being adjacent to the second
cover plate such that the leaf elements are sand-
wiched between the first and second cover plates,
wherein each leaf element comprises a second
shoulder (30b) in the second edge, the second shoul-
der being arranged so as to form a second gap (28b)
between the second edge of each leaf element and
the second cover plate over a portion of the second
edge.

4. A leaf seal assembly according to claim 3, wherein
each leaf element comprises a root portion (26) and
a sealing portion (27), the second shoulder being
formed at the boundary between the root portion and
the sealing portion.

5. A leaf seal assembly according to any preceding
claim, wherein the pack of leaf elements are ar-
ranged circumferentially about the first member (10).

6. A leaf seal assembly according to any preceding
claim, wherein the first and second members rotate
with respect to one another.

7. A turbomachine comprising a leaf seal assembly as
claimed in any one of claims 1 to 6.

8. A gas turbine comprising a leaf seal assembly as
claimed in any one of claims 1 to 6.

9. A method of manufacturing a leaf seal assembly, the
method comprising:

providing a plurality of leaf elements and a first
substantially planar cover plate; forming a first
shoulder in the first edge of each leaf element;
and
arranging the leaf elements with a first edge of
each leaf element being adjacent to the first cov-
er plate; such that the first shoulder is arranged
so as to form a first gap between the first edge
of each leaf element and the first cover plate
over a portion of the first edge.

10. A method of manufacturing a leaf seal assembly as

claimed in claim 9, wherein the method further com-
prises:

providing a second substantially planar cover
plate,
forming a second shoulder in a second edge of
each leaf element; and
arranging the leaf elements with the second
edge of each leaf element being adjacent to the
second cover plate such that the leaf elements
are sandwiched between the first and second
cover plates, and that the second shoulder is
arranged so as to form a second gap between
the second edge of each leaf element and the
second cover plate over a portion of the second
edge.
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