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(57) An optical reader is provided. A transport section
is capable of transporting a medium S which is a reading
target in forward and backward directions along a trans-
port path P. An optical reading section 111, 112 is in-
stalled in the transporting path P. The optical reading
section 111, 112 optically reads the medium which is
transported by the transport section. A control section 40
sets a transport direction of the medium S at the time of
reading of the medium on the basis of a position of the
medium before or when the reading of the medium is
started and a reading position of the optical reading sec-
tion 111, 112 such that a transport distance of the medium
until the reading of the medium is completed is shortened,
and controls the transport section and the optical reading
section.



EP 2 346 236 A2

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] The disclosures of Japanese Patent Applica-
tions No. 2010-004902 filed on January 13, 2010, includ-
ing specifications, drawings and claims are incorporated
herein by reference in their entireties.

BACKGROUND

[0002] The present invention relates to an optical read-
er which transports a medium and optically reads the
medium, a control method of the optical reader, and a
computer-readable recording medium.
[0003] In general, an optical reader such as a scanner
device which is connected with a host computer stores
an image obtained by reading an original document in a
buffer memory, and sends the image stored in the buffer
memory to the host computer after the original document
is completely read (refer to Patent Document 1, for ex-
ample).
[0004] Patent Document 1: JP-A-2009-284191
[0005] In this regard, the transport and reading of a
recording paper (medium) for scanning can be performed
in a forward or backward direction, and in either case,
data processing is possible.
[0006] However, in an optical reader in the related art,
it is necessary that a scanning direction is set in advance
using a control command regardless of the current posi-
tion of the recording paper.
[0007] Thus, for example, in the case of backward di-
rection scanning, if forward direction scanning is desig-
nated by a control command although a reading target
position is close to an image reading sensor (for example,
CIS: Contact Image Sensor), it is necessary for the paper
to be considerably pulled back once before a scanning
operation, which unnecessarily lengthens a paper trans-
port time, thereby lowering throughput.

SUMMARY

[0008] It is therefore an object of at least one embod-
iment of the present invention to provide an optical read-
er, a control method of the optical reader and a computer-
readable recording medium which is capable of sup-
pressing unnecessary transport of a recording paper
(medium) during a scanning preparation operation for
scanning or after a scanning operation to thereby en-
hance throughput.
[0009] In order to achieve the above-described ob-
jects, according to a first aspect of the embodiments of
the present invention, there is provided an optical reader,
comprising: a transport section capable of transporting
a medium which is a reading target in forward and back-
ward directions along a transport path; an optical reading
section installed in the transporting path, the optical read-
ing section that optically reads the medium which is trans-
ported by the transport section; and a control section that
sets a transport direction of the medium at the time of

reading of the medium on the basis of a position of the
medium before or when the reading of the medium is
started and a reading position of the optical reading sec-
tion such that a transport distance of the medium until
the reading of the medium is completed is shortened,
and controls the transport section and the optical reading
section.
[0010] With such a configuration, the control section
sets the transport direction at the time of the medium
reading before the reading of the optical reading section
so that the transport distance of the medium until the
medium reading is completed is shortened, transports
the medium which is the reading target medium in the
forward or backward direction along the transport path
using the transport section, and optically reads the me-
dium transported by the transport section using the op-
tical reading section, thereby making it possible to sup-
press unnecessary transport of the medium during a
preparation operation for optically reading the medium
while transporting the medium or after a reading opera-
tion, and to enhance throughput. For example, if the me-
dium is transported in a direction where the position (of
a reading target area) of the medium and the reading
position of the optical reading section become closer to
each other, efficiency is good.
[0011] In the optical reader, the control section may
set the transport direction of the medium on the basis of
arrangement of edge positions of both edges of a reading
target area along the transport direction of the medium
before or when the reading of the medium is started and
the reading position of the optical reading section.
[0012] With such a configuration, the transport direc-
tion is set on the basis of the arrangement of the edge
positions of both edges along the transport direction of
the medium when the reading is started and the reading
position of the optical reading section, and thus, it is pos-
sible to reliably determine unnecessary transport during
a preparation operation for optically reading the medium
while transporting the medium or after a reading opera-
tion, and to enhance throughput. For example, if the me-
dium is transported in a direction where the position of
the reading target area of the medium and the reading
position of the optical reading section become closer to
each other, efficiency is good.
[0013] In the optical reader, the optical reading section
may include a first reading section that reads one surface
of the medium and a second reading section that reads
the other surface of the medium, the first reading section
and the second reading section being respectively dis-
posed on both sides of the transport path, and the control
section may set the transport direction of the medium
such that the transport distance of the medium until the
reading of the medium by the first reading section and
the second reading section is completed is shortened, in
a case where the reading of both surfaces of the medium
is performed simultaneously by the first reading section
and the second reading section. Accordingly, even in a
case where both of the surfaces of the medium are read
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together, it is possible to suppress unnecessary transport
of the medium during a preparation operation for optically
reading the medium while transporting the medium or
after a reading operation, and to enhance throughput.
For example, if the medium is transported in a direction
where the position (of the reading target area) of the me-
dium and the reading position of either the first reading
section or the second reading section become closer to
each other, efficiency is good.
[0014] In the optical reader, the control section may
determine a reading preparation position in a direction
which is closer to an edge portion of a reading target area
of the medium, among the forward and backward direc-
tions, in a case where the reading target area is present
over the medium reading position of the optical reading
section, and set the transport direction of the medium on
the basis of the reading preparation position. According-
ly, even in a case where the reading target area is present
over the medium reading position of the optical reading
section, it is possible to reliably enhance throughput. For
example, if the reading preparation position is deter-
mined in the direction which is closer to the edge section
of the reading target area, the medium is temporarily
moved in a direction closer to the reading preparation
position, and then the medium is read while being trans-
ported in a reverse direction, efficiency is good.
[0015] In the optical reader, the control section may
set the transport direction of the medium so as to coincide
with a discharge direction of the medium, in a case where-
in the discharge direction of the medium is determined
in advance. Accordingly, even in a case where the dis-
charge direction is determined in advance, it is possible
to reliably suppress unnecessary transport of the medium
and to enhance throughput. For example, when it is de-
termined that the medium is to be discharged from a spe-
cific discharge port in a case where the discharge port
of the medium can be provided at two places of the front
surface side and the rear surface side of the optical read-
er or in similar cases, if a direction toward the specific
discharge port may be used as a transport direction at
the time of reading, efficiency is good. The front surface
side is a side in front of an operator and thus is an insert
side, but whether the medium is to be discharged to the
front surface side or the rear surface side is selectable
according to operation situations.
[0016] In the optical reader, the control section may
set the transport direction such that the transport distance
when the medium is transported in the transport direction
is shorter than the transport distance when the medium
is transported in a direction different from the transport
direction.
[0017] According to a second aspect of the embodi-
ments of the present invention, there is provided a control
method of an optical reader including a transport section
capable of transporting a medium which is a reading tar-
get in forward and backward directions along a transport
path; and an optical reading section installed in the trans-
porting path, the optical reading section that optically

reads the medium which is transported by the transport
section, the control method comprising: setting a trans-
port direction of the medium at the time of reading of the
medium on the basis of a position of the medium before
or when the reading of the medium is started and a read-
ing position of the optical reading section such that a
transport distance of the medium until the reading of the
medium is completed is shortened; and controlling the
transport section and the optical reading section on the
basis of the set transport direction.
[0018] By performing the above-described control
method, the transport direction at the time of the medium
reading is set to shorten the transport distance of the
medium until the medium reading is completed on the
basis of the position of the medium when the reading is
started and the reading position of the optical reading
section, the medium which is the reading target is trans-
ported forward or backward direction along the transport
path by the transport section, and the medium being
transported by the transport section is optically read by
the optical reading section, and thus, it is possible to sup-
press unnecessary transport of the medium during a
preparation operation for optically reading the medium
while transporting the medium or after a reading opera-
tion, and to enhance throughput. For example, if the me-
dium is transported in a direction where the position of
the medium and the reading position of the optical read-
ing section become closer to each other, efficiency is
good.
[0019] In the control method of the optical reader, the
controlling may include setting the transport direction of
the medium on the basis of arrangement of edge posi-
tions of both edges of a reading target area along the
transport direction of the medium before or when the
reading of the medium is started and the reading position
of the optical reading section.
[0020] By performing the above-described control
method, the transport direction is set on the basis of the
arrangement of the edge positions of both edges of the
medium along the transport direction when the reading
is started and the reading position of the optical reading
section, and thus, it is possible to reliably determine un-
necessary transport of the medium during a preparation
operation for optically reading the medium while trans-
porting the medium or after a reading operation, and to
enhance throughput. For example, if the medium is trans-
ported in a direction where the position of the reading
target area of the medium and the reading position of the
optical reading section become closer to each other, ef-
ficiency is good.
[0021] In the control method of the optical reader, the
optical reading section may include a first reading section
that reads one surface of the medium and a second read-
ing section that reads the other surface of the medium,
the first reading section and the second reading section
being respectively disposed on both sides of the transport
path, and the controlling may include setting the transport
direction of the medium such that the transport distance
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of the medium until the reading of the medium by the first
reading section and the second reading section is com-
pleted is shortened, in a case where the reading of both
surfaces of the medium is performed simultaneously by
the first reading section and the second reading section.
Accordingly, even in a case where both of the surfaces
of the medium are read together, it is possible to suppress
unnecessary transport of the medium during a prepara-
tion operation for optically reading the medium while
transporting the medium or after a reading operation, and
to enhance throughput. For example, if the medium is
transported in a direction where the position (of the read-
ing target area) of the medium and the reading position
of either the first reading section or the second reading
section become closer to each other, efficiency is good.
[0022] In the control method of the optical reader, the
controlling may include determining a reading prepara-
tion position in a direction which is closer to an edge
portion of a reading target area of the medium, among
the forward and backward directions, in a case where
the reading target area is present over the medium read-
ing position of the optical reading section, and setting the
transport direction of the medium on the basis of the read-
ing preparation position. Accordingly, even in a case
where the reading target area is present over the medium
reading position of the optical reading section, it is pos-
sible to reliably enhance throughput. For example, if the
reading preparation position is determined in the direc-
tion which is closer to the edge section of the reading
target area, the medium is temporarily moved in a direc-
tion closer to the reading preparation position, and then
the medium is read while being transported in a reverse
direction, efficiency is good.
[0023] In the control method of the optical reader, the
controlling may include setting the transport direction of
the medium so as to coincide with a discharge direction
of the medium, in a case wherein the discharge direction
of the medium is determined in advance. Accordingly,
even in a case where the discharge direction is deter-
mined in advance, it is possible to reliably suppress un-
necessary transport of the medium and to enhance
throughput. For example, when the medium is deter-
mined to be discharged through a specific discharge port
in a case where the discharge port of the medium can
be provided at two places of the front surface side and
the rear surface side of the optical reader or in similar
cases, if a direction toward the specific discharge port is
used as a transport direction at the time of reading, effi-
ciency is good. The front surface side is a side in front of
an operator and thus is an insert side, but whether the
medium is to be discharged to the front surface side or
the rear surface side is selectable according to the op-
erating situation.
[0024] In the control method of the optical reader, the
transport direction may be set such that the transport
distance when the medium is transported in the transport
direction is shorter than the transport distance when the
medium is transported in a direction different from the

transport direction.
[0025] According to third aspect of the embodiments
of the present invention, there is provided a computer-
readable recording medium that stores a program which
causes a control section that controls an optical reader
including a transport section capable of transporting a
medium which is a reading target in forward and back-
ward directions along a transport path; and an optical
reading section installed in the transporting path, the op-
tical reading section that optically reads the medium
which is transported by the transport section, to perform
a control method comprising: setting a transport direction
of the medium at the time of reading of the medium on
the basis of a position of the medium before or when the
reading of the medium is started and a reading position
of the optical reading section such that a transport dis-
tance of the medium until the reading of the medium is
completed is shortened; controlling the transport section
to transport the medium on the basis of the set transport
direction; and controlling the optical reading section to
optically read the medium on the basis of the set transport
direction.
[0026] By executing the program according to the em-
bodiment by the control section, the transport direction
at the time of the medium reading is set to shorten the
transport distance of the medium until the medium read-
ing is completed on the basis of the position of the me-
dium before or when the reading is started and the read-
ing position of the optical reading section, the medium
which is the reading target is transported forward or back-
ward direction along the transport path by the transport
section, and the medium being transported by the trans-
port section is optically read by the optical reading sec-
tion, and thus, it is possible to suppress unnecessary
transport of the medium during a preparation operation
for optically reading the medium while transporting the
medium or after a reading operation, and to enhance
throughput. For example, if the medium is transported in
a direction where (one edge of) the position of the reading
target area of the medium and the reading position of the
optical reading section become closer to each other, ef-
ficiency is good.
[0027] According to the embodiments of the present
invention, it is possible to suppress unnecessary trans-
port during a preparation operation for optically reading
the medium while transporting the medium or after a
reading operation, and to enhance throughput.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0028] In the accompanying drawings:
[0029] Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating an ex-
ternal appearance of a dot impact printer according to an
embodiment.
[0030] Fig. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a printer
body.
[0031] Fig. 3 is a side sectional view illustrating a print-
er body.
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[0032] Fig. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a functional
configuration of a dot impact printer.
[0033] Figs. 5A and 5B are diagrams illustrating an ex-
ample of a medium which is a reading target.
[0034] Fig. 6 is a process flowchart illustrating a scan-
ning direction setting process.
[0035] Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating a scanning direc-
tion setting process.
[0036] Figs. 8A, 8B and 8C are diagrams illustrating a
reading operation using an optical reader.
[0037] Figs. 9A, 9B and 9C are diagrams illustrating a
reading operation using an optical reader.
[0038] Fig. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of
a dot impact printer.
[0039] Fig. 11 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of
a dot impact printer.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0040] Hereinafter, an embodiment according to the
present invention will be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings.
[0041] Fig. 1 is a front perspective view illustrating an
external appearance of a dot impact printer according to
an embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of an external appearance illustrating a
printer body 11. Fig. 3 is a side sectional view illustrating
a dot impact printer 10 in Fig. 1.
[0042] The dot impact printer 10 in Fig. 1 presses down
a plurality of recording wires included in a recording head
18 (see Fig. 3) against a recording medium S using an
ink ribbon (not shown) reeled out of a ribbon cartridge
(not shown) and forms dots on a recording surface of the
recording medium S, to thereby record an image includ-
ing characters. The dot impact printer 10 includes an op-
tical reader 110 (see Fig. 3), and may also serve as an
optical reader to optically read characters, symbols, im-
ages or the like, displayed on the surface of the recording
medium S.
[0043] A cut medium which is cut with a predetermined
length and a continuous paper having plural sheets of
papers connected to each other are exemplified as the
recording medium S (medium) capable of being used in
the dot impact printer 10. The cut medium includes, for
example, a passbook, a post card, an envelope or the
like, in addition to cut paper, cut copying paper or the
like, and the continuous paper includes continuous cop-
ying paper and fan fold paper connected with perforations
or the like. In this embodiment, a check or payment slip
(hereinafter, generally referred to as "check") issued by
financial institutions or the like, or a passbook issued by
financial institutions or the like is used as the recording
medium S. The check is cut paper in which MICR (Mag-
netic Ink Character Recognition) information such as an
account number of a user or a serial number of the check
is printed with magnetic ink in an area MA which is part
of the surface thereof. The passbook is a type of a book
in which plural sheets of recording papers are bound, in

which an inner surface when the book is opened serves
as a recording surface. In a rear surface corresponding
to a back cover of the passbook, a magnetic strip is at-
tached.
[0044] Hereinafter, a side which enters the dot impact
printer 10, among four sides of a rectangular recording
medium S, is referred to as a leading edge, and a side
which is opposite to the leading edge is referred to as a
trailing edge.
[0045] As shown in Fig. 1, the dot impact printer 10
includes an upper cover 12, an upper case 13 and a lower
case 14 as an external body. An insert port 15 through
which the recording medium S is inserted and discharged
is opened on a front surface of the upper case 13 and
the lower case 14. On the other hand, a discharge port
20 through which the recording medium S is discharged
is opened on a rear surface of the upper case 13 and the
lower case 14. Whether the recording medium S proc-
essed by the dot impact printer 10 is discharged through
the insert port 15 or discharged through the discharge
port 20 can be set by a command transmitted to the dot
impact printer 10 from a host computer 200 which will be
described later. A side on which the insert port 15 is
opened, that is, a left side in Fig. 3 is referred to as a front
side, and a side on which the discharge port 20 is opened,
that is, a right side in Fig. 3 is referred to as a rear side.
[0046] As shown in Fig. 2, the dot impact printer 10
includes a printer body 11 covered by the external body.
The printer body 11 includes a lower body 11A and an
upper body (not shown) supported by an axis 11C in a
rear end section of the lower body 11A. The upper body
can be rotated by operation of an opening-closing lever
(not shown) installed on a left side surface of the upper
body, and the inside of the printer body 11 is exposed as
the upper body rotates.
[0047] As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the printer body 11
includes a base frame 16 and a pair of right side frame
17A and left side frame 17B which are fixed on both end
sections of the base frame 16. There are side frames
(not shown) of the upper body outside the side frames
17A and 17B, and a carriage guide shaft 31 spans ther-
ebetween. A front medium guide 24 and a rear medium
guide 25 having a flat shape are fixedly installed between
the side frames 17A and 17B. A flat platen 21 is disposed
between the front medium guide 24 and the rear medium
guide 25, and a recording head 18 is disposed so as to
face the platen 21, above the platen 21.
[0048] The recording head 18 is mounted on a carriage
19 which is slidably engaged with the carriage guide shaft
31. The carriage 19 is driven through a timing belt (not
shown) by a forward or backward rotation of a carriage
driving motor 56 (see Fig. 4) which drives the carriage
19, and is guided by the carriage guide shaft 31 to recip-
rocate. The carriage 19 is scanned in a reciprocating
manner between the side frames of the upper body, in a
direction indicated by a sign X in Fig. 1, that is, in a main
scanning direction which coincides with a shaft direction
of the carriage guide shaft 31 and a length direction of
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the platen 21. A direction perpendicular to the main scan-
ning direction X of the carriage 19, that is, a direction
indicated by a sign Y in Fig. 1 is referred to as a sub
scanning direction.
[0049] While moving with the carriage 19, the record-
ing head 18 mounted on the carriage 19 allows a record-
ing wire to protrude from a wire protruding section (not
shown) facing the platen 21 in a tip section of the record-
ing head 18 to strike an ink ribbon, and allows ink from
the ink ribbon to be attached to the recording medium S
transported between the platen 21 and the recording
head 18, to thereby record an image including characters
on the recording medium S. The ink ribbon is rolled and
stored in a ribbon cartridge (not shown) which is installed
in the body frame or carriage 19, and is reeled out ac-
cording to the scanning of the carriage 19. Further, on a
rear side of the recording head 18, as shown in Fig. 3, a
medium width sensor 55 is disposed above the platen
21. The medium width sensor 55 is mounted on the car-
riage 19 to scan the platen 21 together with the carriage
19, and is used for calculating a position of a side edge
of the recording medium S or a width of the recording
medium S.
[0050] As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the platen 21 is ex-
tended in a travel direction of the carriage 19 and is
formed in a flat shape. The platen 21 is biased toward
the recording head 18 and is elastically supported by a
bias spring 180. The bias spring 180 is a compression
coil spring. A protrusion force of the recording wire at the
time of a recording operation of the recording head 18 is
supported by a bias force of the bias spring 180. Further,
when the thickness of the recording medium S is changed
during transport of the recording medium S, or when a
recording medium S having a different thickness is input
into the printer body 11, the platen 21 is pressed by the
tip end of the recording head 18 against the bias force
of the bias spring 180, to move in a direction away from
the recording head 18. Thus, regardless of the thickness
of the recording medium, a gap between the tip end of
the recording head 18 and the recording surface of the
recording medium S is uniformly secured.
[0051] As shown in Fig. 3, the printer body 11 includes
a medium transport mechanism (transport section) 100
which transports the recording medium S, an alignment
mechanism 28 which hits up against a leading edge of
the recording medium S transported by the medium
transport mechanism 100 to align the recording medium
S, a magnetic data reading/writing section 29 which in-
cludes a magnetic head 34 which performs reading of
MICR information provided in a check or performs read-
ing or writing of magnetic information on the magnetic
strip provided in a passbook, and a medium pressing
section 30 which presses the recording medium S from
above to control uplift of the recording medium S, when
the magnetic head 34 of the magnetic data reading sec-
tion 29 performs a magnetic information process includ-
ing the reading of MICR information.
[0052] As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the medium transport

mechanism 100 includes the platen 21, a first driving roll-
er 22A, a first driven roller 22B, a second driving roller
23A, a second driven roller 23B, a third driving roller
124A, a third driven roller 124B, a front medium guide
24, a rear medium guide 25, a medium transport motor
26 and a driving gear train section 27. The medium trans-
port mechanism 100 forms a transport path P which
transports the recording medium S through each roller
on the front medium guide 24 and the rear medium guide
25, and top surfaces of the front medium guide 24 and
the rear medium guide 25 form a transport surface PA
of the transport path P.
[0053] In this configuration, the first driving roller 22A
and the first driven roller 22B are disposed on a front side
of the printer body 11 with reference to the platen 21 and
the recording head 18, and the second driving roller 23A,
the second driven roller 23B, the third driving roller 124A
and the third driven roller 124B are sequentially disposed
on a rear side of the printer body 11 with reference to the
platen 21 and the recording head 18.
[0054] The first driving roller 22A and the first driven
roller 22B are disposed vertically to make a pair, and the
second driving roller 23A and the second driven roller
23B are disposed vertically to make a pair, and the third
driving roller 124A and the third driven roller 124B are
disposed vertically to make a pair.
[0055] The first driving roller 22A, the second driving
roller 23A and the third driving roller 124A are driving
rollers which are rotated by the medium transport motor
26 and the driving gear train section 27, and the first
driven roller 22B, the second driven roller 23B and the
third driven roller 124B are driven rollers which are elas-
tically biased by springs 42A, 42B and 42C with a pre-
determined pressure to the side of the first driving roller
22A, the second driving roller 23A, and the third driving
roller 124A, respectively. Thus, the first driving roller 22A
and the first driven roller 22B rotate in opposite directions,
the second driving roller 23A and the second driven roller
23B rotate in opposite directions, and the third driving
roller 124A and the third driven roller 124B rotate in op-
posite directions.
[0056] As shown in Fig. 2, the driving gear train section
27 is disposed outside of the right side frame 17A. The
driving gear train section 27 includes a motor pinion 51
which is fixed to integrally rotate with a driving shaft of
the medium transport motor 26 which can rotate forward
or backward. A driving force from the motor pinion 51 is
transmitted to a second driving gear 53B installed to a
second roller shaft 33 of the second driving roller 23A
through a reduction gear 52, and is transmitted to the
first driving gear 53A which is installed to the first roller
shaft 32 of the first driving roller 22A through an interme-
diate gear 54 from the second driving gear 53B. Further,
torque of the second roller shaft 33 of the second driving
roller 23A is transmitted to a third roller shaft 134 of the
third driving roller 124A by a driving belt (not shown), for
example. Thus, the first driving roller 22A, the second
driving roller 23A, and the third driving roller 124A shown
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in Fig. 3 rotate in the same direction, to thereby transport
the recording medium S in the printer body 11. That is,
the first driving roller 22A, the second driving roller 23A,
and the third driving roller 124A shown in Fig. 3 transport
the recording medium S in the printer body 11 as indi-
cated by the sign A in the figure along the sub scanning
direction Y when the medium transport motor 26 rotates
forward, and transport the recording medium S in a di-
rection to be discharged from the printer body 11 as in-
dicated by the sign B in the figure when the medium trans-
port motor 26 rotates in reverse.
[0057] The alignment mechanism 28 aligns the record-
ing medium S before performing recording on the record-
ing medium S using the recording head 18 or reading of
a surface of the recording medium S using the optical
reader 110. The alignment mechanism 28 includes a plu-
rality of alignment plates 38 which is aligned between the
first driving roller 22A and the first driven roller 22B, and
the recording head 18 and the platen 21 in a main scan-
ning direction and protrudes into the transport path P,
and an alignment motor 58 (see Fig. 4) which drives the
alignment plates 38. Further, the alignment mechanism
28 allows these alignment plates 38 to hit up against the
leading edge of the recording medium S, to thereby align
the direction of the recording medium S.
[0058] As shown in Fig. 2, the printer body 11 includes
a plurality of alignment sensors 39 which detects the
presence or absence of the recording medium S hitting
up against the alignment plates 38 near an upstream side
of the alignment plates 38 in the transport path P. The
alignment sensors 39 are light-transmissive sensors
which include a light emitting section (LED or the like)
and a light receiving section (photo transistor or the like)
which are each disposed opposite to each other with the
transport path P being interposed therebetween, and are
disposed in parallel in the main scanning direction. It can
be determined whether an inclination to the transport di-
rection of the recording medium S after alignment by the
alignment mechanism 28 is within an allowable range,
on the basis of the number and arrangement of sensors
which detect the leading edge of the recording medium
S among the plurality of alignment sensors 39.
[0059] Further, the dot impact printer 10 includes a
control board section (not shown) provided under the rear
side of the printer body 11, for example, as a control
section which controls the overall dot impact printer 10,
such as a driving control of the medium transport motor
26, a travel control of the carriage 19, a control of a re-
cording operation due to the recording wire of the record-
ing head 18, a control of a reading operation of the optical
reader 110, or the like.
[0060] In the printer body 11, at a front side of the first
driving roller 22A, a plurality of medium edge sensors 47
which detect insertion of the recording medium S to the
transport path P are aligned. The medium edge sensors
47 are light reflective sensors which include a light emit-
ting section which emits light to the transport path P, and
a light receiving section which detects reflected light, and

detect the recording medium S inserted through the insert
port 15. The medium edge sensors 47 may be light trans-
missive sensors which include a light emitting section
and a light receiving section disposed opposite to each
other with the transport path P being interposed there-
between. In this configuration, in a case where light re-
ceiving is blocked in any one of the medium edge sensors
47 in the light receiving section of all the medium edge
sensors 47 from a light received state, it is determined
that the recording medium S is inserted through the trans-
port path P.
[0061] Further, as shown in Fig. 3, the printer body 11
includes the optical reader 110 (optical reading section)
which reads a character, a sign, an image or the like
displayed on a surface of the recording medium S. The
optical reader 110 includes a first scanner (first reading
section) 111 which reads information displayed by print-
ing or the like on an upper surface side of the recording
medium S, and a second scanner (second reading sec-
tion) 112 which is disposed opposite to the first scanner
111 and reads information displayed by printing or the
like on a lower surface side of the recording medium S.
Normally, the recording medium S is inserted through
the insert port 15 so that a surface on which the MICR
information is printed becomes a lower surface.
[0062] The first scanner 111 and the second scanner
112 are optical image sensors which continuously read
information on the recording medium S which is trans-
ported on the transport path P and which are disposed
between the second driving roller 23A and the third driv-
ing roller 124A.
[0063] The first scanner 111 and the second scanner
112 are image reading sensors of a CIS (contact image
sensor) type, for example, and respectively include flat
cover glasses 140 and 150 which come into close contact
with the recording medium S, and body cases 141 and
151 which hold the cover glasses 140 and 150. Inside of
the body cases 141 and 151 are respectively stored a
light emission section (not shown) which emits light out-
put from a light source such as an LED to a reading area
of the recording medium S, a plurality of light receiving
sensors (not shown) which is aligned in a line in the main
scanning direction (X direction), and an output section
(not shown) which outputs a signal from the light receiving
sensor to the control board section. In this embodiment,
the first scanner 111 and the second scanner 112 may
include a CCD (charge coupled device), instead of the
CIS. Further, as shown in Fig. 2, the second scanner 112
includes the body case 151 and the cover glass 150
which extend in a width direction of the dot impact printer
10 approximately in parallel with the platen 21 and have
a longitudinal shape. The body case 151 is disposed so
that an upper surface (glass surface) of the cover glass
150 is exposed to the transport path P through an opening
formed in the rear medium guide 25. As shown in Fig. 3,
the first scanner 111 is disposed above the second scan-
ner 112 so that a lower surface (glass surface) of the
cover glass 140 faces an upper surface of the cover glass
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150, and has a longitudinal shape having approximately
the same length as in the second scanner 112 in the
width direction.
[0064] A bias member 113 is disposed over the first
scanner 111, and the first scanner 111 is biased so as
to be moved close to the recording medium S of the rear
medium guide 25 by the bias member 113. Further, the
bias member 113 presses the first scanner 111 toward
the side of the second scanner 112 with approximately
the same uniform force over the width direction. Here,
the bias member 113 may employ a coil spring, a plate
spring or a cushion member made of elastomer, or the
like. A gap to which a recording medium having a prede-
termined thickness can be inserted is provided between
glass surfaces of the cover glasses 140 and 150. When
the recording medium S is read, the first scanner 111 is
made to retreat upward by the transported recording me-
dium S, and the bias member 113 shrinks, so that the
recording medium S can pass between the cover glasses
140 and 150. That is, in the optical reader 110, the re-
cording medium S is pushed toward the side of the sec-
ond scanner 112 by the first scanner 111 biased by the
bias member 113, and thus, the recording medium S and
the glass surfaces of the cover glasses 140 and 150 are
closely attached to each other, to thereby enhance read-
ing quality.
[0065] Light receiving sensors (not shown) of the first
scanner 111 and the second scanner 112 are aligned in
a line in the main scanning direction of the dot impact
printer 10, and perform reading in a line shape extending
in the main scanning direction. The light receiving sen-
sors of the first scanner 111 and the second scanner 112
are disposed in a range larger than a range in which the
recording head 18 is capable of printing in the main scan-
ning direction, so that reading can be performed in a width
larger than the widths of all the recording mediums which
are capable of being printed by the dot impact printer 10.
That is, the optical reader 110 can perform reading for
all surfaces of all the recording mediums S used in the
dot impact printer 10.
[0066] As shown in Fig. 3, the first scanner 111 and
the second scanner 112 are disposed opposite to each
other with the transport path P being interposed there-
between. The light receiving sensor of the line shape
included in the first scanner 111 and the light receiving
sensor of the line shape included in the second scanner
112 are offset by 5mm in the transport direction of the
recording medium S. With such a configuration, it is pos-
sible to cancel influence on the other light receiving sen-
sor due to light from the light source of one light receiving
sensor and to achieve higher reading quality.
[0067] The first scanner 111 and the second scanner
112 include R, G and B light sources, respectively, and
can perform a monochromic (binary, 16 gradation, 256
gradation) reading and a full color reading. Further, read-
ing resolution of the first scanner 111 and the second
scanner 112 can be set to 3 stages of 200dpi (dot/inches),
300dpi and 600dpi, for example. The number of reading

lines in the transport direction (sub scanning direction Y)
of the recording medium S is set according to the reading
resolution in the main scanning direction, and the trans-
port speed of the recording medium S during the reading
is adjusted according to conditions such as the reading
resolution, a processing speed of a detection value of
the light receiving sensor, or the like.
[0068] Fig. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of a control system of the dot impact printer 10.
[0069] Respective sections shown in Fig. 4 are real-
ized by cooperation of hardware and software mounted
on a control board (not shown).
[0070] The dot impact printer 10 includes a CPU 40
which is a control section which controls the entire dot
impact printer 10 on the basis of a control program, a
RAM 41 which temporarily stores control programs or
data or the like read from an EEPROM 42 by the CPU
40, an EEPROM 42 which stores a control program ex-
ecuted by the CPU 40, processed data or the like, an
interface (I/F) 43 which converts a data format when in-
formation is transmitted to or received from a host com-
puter 200 which controls the dot impact printer 10, a gate
array (G/A) 45 which is connected to various sensor
types, a motor driver 46 which drives various motors, and
a head driver 48 which drives the head, in which the re-
spective sections are connected to each other using a
bus 49.
[0071] The RAM 41 serves as a temporary storing sec-
tion and forms an image buffer (not shown) which stores
read image data read by the optical reader 110.
[0072] The alignment sensor 39, the medium edge
sensor 47, the medium width sensor 55, the first scanner
111 and the second scanner 112 are connected to the
gate array 45. The gate array 45 quantizes an analog
voltage input from the alignment sensor 39, the medium
edge sensor 47 and the medium width sensor 55 into the
digital data, and then outputs it to the CPU 40. The first
scanner 111 and the second scanner 112 optically read
the surface of the recording medium S using the CIS,
and supply the detected voltage of the CIS to the gate
array 45 for each pixel of the CIS. The gate array 45
quantizes the analog voltage supplied from the first scan-
ner 111 and the second scanner 112 into the digital data,
and outputs it to the CPU 40.
[0073] The motor driver 46 is connected to the medium
transport motor 26, the carriage driving motor 56, and
the magnetic head driving motor 57, and the alignment
motor 58, supplies driving currents or driving pulses to
the respective motors, and then allows these motors to
operate. The alignment motor 58 (Fig. 4) which operates
the alignment plates 38 (Fig. 3) or the like may be con-
nected to the motor driver 46.
[0074] The head driver 48 is connected to the record-
ing head 18 and the magnetic head 34, and projects a
recording wire by supplying the driving currents to the
recording head 18. Further, the medium edge sensor 47
detects the detection voltage (analog voltage) of the mag-
netic head 34 and outputs it to the CPU 40 as digital data,
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in a case where driving currents for reading/writing are
output to the magnetic head 34 to perform reading of the
magnetic data.
[0075] The CPU 40 obtains detection states of various
sensors using the gate array 45, the motor driver 46 and
the head driver 48, on the basis of the control program
stored in the EEPROM 42, drives the respective motors
to transport the recording medium S, and drives the re-
spective heads, to thereby perform recording in the re-
cording medium S. Further, the CPU 40 transports the
recording medium S using the medium transport mech-
anism 100, and reads the surface of the recording me-
dium S using the first scanner 111 and the second scan-
ner 112 by the gate array 45. During the reading, the
CPU 40 sequentially and temporarily stores the data in-
put from the gate array 45 in a buffer memory (not shown)
installed in the RAM 41. Further, the CPU 40 reads image
data stored in the buffer memory (not shown) and then
transmits the read image data to the host computer 200
using the interface 43.
[0076] Figs. 5A and 5B are diagrams illustrating a
check as a specific example of the recording medium S
processed by the dot impact printer 10. Fig. 5A illustrates
a front surface, and Fig. 5B illustrates a rear surface.
[0077] The recording medium S of the check shape is
a horizontally long rectangular shape, in which a long
side is inserted into the dot impact printer 10 as a leading
edge, and is transported in a short side direction as in-
dicated by an arrow in the figure. Here, the length (width)
of a long side direction of the recording medium S is Lx,
and the length (height) in the short side direction is Ly.
[0078] As shown in Fig. 5A, sections in which an issue
date, the amount of money, a destination, marker’s ad-
dress and name, a signature and the like are written or
typed out are provided on the front surface of the record-
ing medium S, and MICR characters are printed or typed
out in a lower left area MA. Further, as shown in Fig. 5B,
a serial number of the check is printed on the rear surface
of the recording medium S, and sections in which a fi-
nancial institution name, an account number and the like
are written or typed out are provided thereon. Further,
on the rear surface of the recording medium S, a serial
number of the check may be printed.
[0079] The recording medium S shown in Figs. 5A and
5B is inserted from the insert port 15 so that the rear
surface in Fig. 5A faces upward in the dot impact printer
10, and the rear surface in Fig. 5B faces downward there-
in. The front surface in Fig. 5A corresponds to a top sur-
face and is read by the first scanner 111. The rear surface
in Fig. 5B corresponds to a bottom surface and is read
by the second scanner 112.
[0080] A reading range R of the first scanner 111 is set
to be slightly larger than a width Lx and a height Ly of
the recording medium S, in response to the size of the
recording medium S, as indicated by a dashed line in Fig.
5A. The width and height of the reading range R are ob-
tained by adding a reading margin to the width Lx and
the height Ly of the recording medium S, and the size of

the reading margin is about several millimeters, for ex-
ample. Thus, the first scanner 111 can optically read the
entire front side surface of the recording medium S. Fur-
ther, the magnetic head 34 reads the MICR characters
of the area MA in Fig. 5A.
[0081] Similarly, a reading range R of the second scan-
ner 112 is set to be slightly larger than a width Lx and a
height Ly of the recording medium S, in response to the
size of the recording medium S, as indicated by a dashed
line in Fig. 5B. In this embodiment, the width and height
of the reading range R of the second scanner 112 are
the same size as the reading range R of the first scanner
111, and are obtained by adding a reading margin to the
width Lx and the height Ly of the recording medium S.
Thus, the second scanner 112 can optically read the en-
tire rear surface of the recording medium S.
[0082] The dot impact printer 10 reads the recording
medium S using the optical reader 110 while transporting
the recording medium S in a forward direction or a back-
ward direction along a short side direction thereof. In this
case, the transport direction at the time of reading is au-
tomatically determined as described later so that a read-
ing target portion is completely read with the shortest
transport distance.
[0083] A command is transmitted to the dot impact
printer 10 from the host computer 200 through an inter-
face 43, and the size (Lx, Ly) of the recording medium S
of the reading target is designated by the command. The
CPU 40 specifies the size of the recording medium S on
the basis of the command received from the host com-
puter 200 and sets the reading range R. Here, the com-
mand transmitted from the host computer 200 includes
information indicating the position of the area MA in the
recording medium S. The position of the area MA is des-
ignated by a distance Dx from the short side of the re-
cording medium S and a distance Dy from the long side
thereof, for example. On the basis of the command, the
CPU 40 controls the motor driver 46 and the head driver
48, drives the magnetic head driving motor 57 and per-
forms reading using the magnetic head 34.
[0084] The command transmitted to the dot impact
printer 10 from the host computer 200 includes a setting
command, a scanning (reading) start command, and a
paper discharge command. The setting command des-
ignates reading resolution, whether to perform reading
for each reading surface (top surface and bottom sur-
face), a scanning direction, a color type (color scanning
or monochromic scanning), gradation in a case where
the monochromic scanning is performed, LED light emit-
ting color in a case where the monochromic scanning is
performed, a reading target area (start position and end
position of the area) in a case where only part of reading
range R is read, or the like, in the optical reader 110.
Here, coordinates of the start position and the end posi-
tion in the area are expressed as coordinates using the
left end of the leading edge of the reading range R as an
original point O. The CPU 40 which receives the setting
command obtains a value designated by the setting com-
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mand as a setting value.
[0085] The scanning start command instructs the start
of the reading operation to the dot impact printer 10. The
scanning start command includes information designat-
ing the entire reading of the entire reading range R, or a
designated area reading (partial reading) of reading only
the reading target area designated by the setting com-
mand, as a reading operation to be carried out. The CPU
40 which receives the scanning start command controls
the gate array 45 and the motor driver 46, to thereby start
reading using the optical reader 110.
[0086] Further, the paper discharge command in-
structs discharge of the recording medium S through the
insert port 15 or the discharge port 20 after the reading
is completed, and includes information instructing paper
discharge and information designating a paper discharge
direction (the insert port 15 or the discharge port 20). The
CPU 40 which receives the paper discharge command
discharges the recording medium S from the side desig-
nated by the paper discharge command.
[0087] Next, a scanning direction setting process per-
formed before the scanning operation will be described.
[0088] Fig. 6 is a process flowchart illustrating a scan-
ning direction setting process.
[0089] Hereinafter, a forward direction scanning refers
to a scanning performed while the recording medium S
is transferred in a direction of the discharge port 20 (for-
ward direction in the transport direction) and a backward
direction scanning refers to a scanning performed while
the recording medium S is transferred in a direction of
the insert port 15 (backward direction in the transport
direction).
[0090] Firstly, it is determined whether the scanning
direction is set to an automatic direction selection (step
S11).
[0091] In the determination of step S11, if the scanning
direction is not set to the automatic direction selection
(step S11; No), the scanning direction is set to the des-
ignation direction, and then the scanning direction setting
process is completed (step S12).
[0092] In the determination of step S11, if the scanning
direction is set to the automatic direction selection (step
S11; Yes), it is determined whether "paper discharge af-
ter scanning is valid" is set so that the paper discharge
process is performed after scanning (step S13).
[0093] In the determination of step S13, if "paper dis-
charge after scanning is valid" is set (step S13; Yes),
since the scanning direction is determined in the paper
discharge direction, it is determined whether the paper
discharge direction is the direction of the discharge port
20 (rear direction) (step S14).
[0094] In the determination of step S14, if the paper
discharge direction is the direction of the discharge port
20 (rear direction) (step S14; Yes), and if the scanning
direction is the forward direction, since the paper dis-
charge can be performed in the direction of the discharge
port 20 (rear direction), the scanning direction is set to
the forward direction, and then the scanning direction

setting process is completed (step S15).
[0095] In the determination of step S14, if the paper
discharge direction is not the direction of the discharge
port 20 (rear direction), that is, if the paper discharge
direction is the direction of the insert port 15 (front direc-
tion) (step S14; No), and if the scanning direction is the
backward direction, since the paper discharge can be
performed in the direction of the insert port 15 (front di-
rection), the scanning direction is set to the backward
direction, and then the scanning direction setting process
is completed (step S16).
[0096] On the other hand, in the determination of step
S13, if "paper discharge after scanning is valid" is not set
(step S13; No), it is determined whether the trailing edge
of the recording paper is completely detected by the me-
dium edge sensor 47 (step S17).
[0097] In the determination of step S17, if the trailing
edge of the recording paper is not yet detected by the
medium edge sensor 47 (step S17; No), it is necessary
to newly perform a paper trailing edge detecting process
in order to perform scanning in the backward direction,
which results in a useless operation being performed.
Thus, the scanning direction is set to the forward direc-
tion, and then the scanning direction setting process is
completed (step S18).
[0098] Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating the scanning di-
rection setting process.
[0099] In this case, the scanning direction is set to the
transport direction, on the basis of the position of the
recording medium S before or when the reading is started
or and reading positions (SPU and SPL) of the first scan-
ner 111 and the second scanner 112 which are the optical
reading sections, so that the transport distance of the
recording medium S until the reading of the recording
medium S is completed is shortened. That is, the trans-
port direction of the recording medium S is set such that
the transport distance of the recording medium S until
the reading of the recording medium S is completed when
the recording medium S is transported in the transport
direction is shorter than the transport distance of the re-
cording medium S until the reading of the recording me-
dium S is completed when the recording medium S is
transported in a direction different from the transport di-
rection. Here, the position of the recording medium S
before or when the reading is started is the position (of
the reading target area) of the recording medium S before
transport. Further, the recording medium S requires a
distance necessary for accelerating and stabilizing a
transport speed to achieve the transport speed at the
time of reading, which is adjusted according to specifi-
cations such as reading resolution or processing speeds
of the first scanner 111 or the second scanner 112. The
position where the acceleration of the recording medium
S is started is set to a top surface scanning preparation
position PPUF and a top surface scanning preparation
position PPUR, respectively, assuming that the forward
direction scanning and the backward direction scanning
are performed with respect to the reading position SPU
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of the first scanner 111, and is set to a bottom surface
scanning preparation position PPLF and a bottom sur-
face scanning preparation position PPLR, respectively,
assuming that the forward direction scanning and the
backward direction scanning are performed with respect
to the reading position SPL of the second scanner 112.
[0100] In the determination of step S17, if the recording
paper trailing edge is already detected by the medium
edge sensor 47 (step S17; Yes), a movement amount
Dis_top (top surface) up to the top surface scanning prep-
aration position PPUF at the time when the forward di-
rection scanning is assumed, a movement amount Dis_
bot (top surface) up to the top surface scanning prepa-
ration position PPUR at the time when the backward di-
rection scanning is assumed, a movement amount Dis_
top (bottom surface) up to the bottom surface scanning
preparation position PPLF at the time when the forward
direction scanning is assumed, and a movement amount
Dis_bot (bottom surface) up to the bottom surface scan-
ning preparation position PPLR at the time when the
backward direction scanning is assumed, are calculated
(step S19).
[0101] Specifically, the movement amount Dis_top
(top surface) up to the top surface scanning preparation
position PPUF at the time when the forward direction
scanning is assumed is defined by the number of steps
of the medium transport motor 26 when the recording
paper is transported in the forward direction. In this case,
the medium transport motor 26 is used as a step motor.
[0102] In this case, as shown in Fig. 7, the number of
steps of the medium transport motor 26 sets a printing
(recording) reference position of the recording head 18
(sub scanning shaft position of the recording head 18) to
zero, sets the direction of the discharge port 20 (rear
direction) to positive (+), and sets the direction of the
insert port 15 (front direction) to negative (-).
[0103] Accordingly, the movement amount Dis_top
(top surface) up to the top surface scanning preparation
position PPUF is obtained by subtracting the reading po-
sition (top surface) SPU of the first scanner 111 from a
recording paper scanning upper edge position (top sur-
face) PUT which is an upper edge position of the target
area of the recording paper scanning on the top surface
of the recording paper, and by adding thereto a value
corresponding to the number of steps ACC (forward) of
the medium transport motor 26 necessary for accelerat-
ing and stabilizing the transport speed so that the trans-
port speed of the recording paper becomes a predeter-
mined speed when the recording paper is transported.
[0104] The movement amount Dis_bot (top surface)
up to the top surface scanning preparation position PPUR
when the backward direction scanning is assumed is de-
fined by the number of steps of the medium transport
motor 26 when the recording paper is transported, in a
similar way. The movement amount Dis_bot (top surface)
is a value obtained by subtracting the reading position
(top surface) SPU of the first scanner 111 from a record-
ing paper scanning lower edge position (top surface)

PUB which is a lower edge position of the target area of
the recording paper scanning on the top surface of the
recording paper surface, and by subtracting therefrom
the number of steps ACC (backward) of the medium
transport motor 26 necessary for accelerating and stabi-
lizing the transport speed so that the transport speed of
the recording paper becomes a predetermined speed
when the recording paper is transported.
[0105] The movement amount Dis_top (bottom sur-
face) up to a bottom surface scanning preparation posi-
tion PPLF when the forward direction scanning is as-
sumed is defined by the number of steps of the medium
transport motor 26 when the recording paper is trans-
ported, in a similar way. The movement amount Dis_top
(bottom surface) is a value obtained by subtracting the
reading position (bottom surface) SPL of the second
scanner 112 from a recording paper scanning upper edge
position (top surface) PLT which is an upper edge posi-
tion of the target area of the recording paper scanning
on the bottom surface of the recording paper surface,
and by adding thereto the number of steps ACC (forward)
of the medium transport motor 26 necessary for accel-
erating and stabilizing the transport speed so that the
transport speed of the recording paper becomes a pre-
determined speed when the recording paper is transport-
ed.
[0106] The movement amount Dis_bot (bottom sur-
face) up to the bottom surface scanning preparation po-
sition PPLR when the backward direction scanning is as-
sumed is defined by the number of steps of the medium
transport motor when the recording paper is transported,
in a similar way. The movement amount Dis_bot (bottom
surface) is a value obtained by subtracting the reading
position (bottom surface) SPL of the second scanner 112
from a recording paper scanning lower edge position
(bottom surface) PLB which is an upper edge position of
the target area of the recording paper scanning on the
bottom surface of the recording paper surface, and by
subtracting therefrom the number of steps ACC (back-
ward) of the motor necessary for accelerating and stabi-
lizing the transport speed so that the transport speed of
the recording paper becomes a predetermined speed
when the recording paper is transported.
[0107] Next, it is determined whether the movement
amount Dis_top (top surface) ≤ 0 and the movement
amount Dis_top (bottom surface) ≤ 0 (step S20).
[0108] In the determination of step S20, it is deter-
mined whether the upper edge sections of the entire read-
ing areas in both of the top surface and the bottom surface
of the recording medium S are positioned on the side of
the discharge port 20 with reference to the first scanner
111 and the second scanner 112.
[0109] In the determination of step S20, if the move-
ment amount Dis_top (top surface) ≤ 0 and the movement
amount Dis_top (bottom surface) ≤ 0 (step S20; Yes),
the scanning direction is set to the forward direction (step
S21), and then the scanning direction setting process is
completed.
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[0110] Further, in the determination of step S20, if the
movement amount Dis_top (top surface) > 0 or the move-
ment amount Dis_top (bottom surface) > 0 (step S20;
No), it is determined whether the movement amount Dis_
bot (top surface) > 0 and the movement amount Dis_bot
(bottom surface) > 0 (step S22).
[0111] In the determination of step S22, it is deter-
mined whether the upper edge sections of the entire read-
ing areas in both of the top surface and the bottom surface
of the recording medium S are positioned on the side of
the insert port 15 with reference to the first scanner 111
and the second scanner 112.
[0112] In the determination of step S22, if the move-
ment amount Dis_bot (top surface) > 0 and the movement
amount Dis_bot (bottom surface) > 0 (step S22; Yes),
the scanning direction is set to the backward direction
(step S23), and then the scanning direction setting proc-
ess is completed.
[0113] In the determination of step S22, if the move-
ment amount Dis_bot (top surface) ≤ 0 or the movement
amount Dis_bot (bottom surface) ≤ 0 (step S22; No), it
is determined whether an ABS (Dis_top (top surface))
which is an absolute value of the movement amount Dis_
top (top surface) or an ABS (Dis_top (bottom surface))
which is an absolute value of the movement amount Dis_
top (bottom surface) uses a minimum value among the
movement amount Dis_top (top surface), the movement
amount Dis_top (bottom surface), the movement
amounts Dis_bot (top surface) and the movement
amount Dis_bot (bottom surface) (step S24).
[0114] In the determination of step S24, when the read-
ing target areas (for example, the reading target areas
AR1 and AR2 in Fig. 7) are present over the reading
position of the first scanner 111 or the second scanner
112, it is determined which of the transport direction sides
has the short total transport distance.
[0115] In the determination of step S24, if the ABS
(Dis_top (top surface)) which is the absolute value of the
movement amount Dis_top (top surface) or the ABS
(Dis_top (bottom surface)) which is the absolute value of
the movement amount Dis_top (bottom surface) uses a
minimum value (step S24; Yes), the scanning direction
is set to the forward direction (step S25), and then the
scanning direction setting process is completed.
[0116] Further, in the determination of the step S24, if
the ABS (Dis_top (top surface)) which is the absolute
value of the movement amount Dis_top (top surface) or
the ABS (Dis_top (bottom surface)) which is the absolute
value of the movement amount Dis_top (bottom surface)
does not use a minimum value (step S24; No), since the
ABS (Dis_bot (top surface)) which is the absolute value
of the movement amount Dis_bot (top surface) or the
ABS (Dis_bot (bottom surface)) which is the absolute val-
ue of the movement amount Dis_bot (bottom surface)
uses a minimum value among the movement amount
Dis_top (top surface) and the movement amount Dis_top
(bottom surface), the movement amounts Dis_bot (top
surface) and the movement amount Dis_bot (bottom sur-

face), the scanning direction is set to the backward di-
rection (step S26), and then the scanning direction set-
ting process is completed.
[0117] Subsequently, in a case where the recording
medium S is transported in the forward direction and in
the backward direction, reading operations using the dot
impact printer 10 will be described.
[0118] Figs. 8A to 8C are diagrams particularly illus-
trating a reading operation in the forward direction,
among the reading operations using the dot impact print-
er 10. Fig. 8A illustrates a scanning direction, Fig. 8B is
a diagram schematically illustrating an entire reading op-
eration, and Fig. 8C is a diagram schematically illustrat-
ing a designated area reading operation.
[0119] When the dot impact printer 10 performs the
forward reading, while the recording medium S is trans-
ported toward a rear side (right side in Fig. 2) from a front
side (left side in Fig. 2) of the dot impact printer 10 and
passes through the optical reader 110, the reading is
performed by the first scanner 111 and the second scan-
ner 112.
[0120] In this case, as shown in Fig. 8A, the reading
is performed over a trailing edge (lower edge in the figure)
from a leading edge (upper edge in the figure) of the
reading range R. Further, read images of one line read
by the first scanner 111 and the second scanner 112 are
sequentially output using the gate array 45 from the left
end of the reading range R. Accordingly, the left end of
the leading edge of the reading range R becomes a read-
ing start position, and the right end of the trailing edge
thereof becomes a reading end position.
[0121] As shown in Fig. 8B, when performing the entire
reading according to the command transmitted from the
host computer 200, the CPU 40 divides the reading range
R into portions having a predetermined length in the scan-
ning direction (sub scanning direction Y). Here, each di-
vided portion is referred to as a block. The reading range
R of the first scanner 111 and the reading range R of the
second scanner 112 are divided into a plurality of blocks
each having a predetermined length. In each block, num-
bers are alternately given to the top surface and the bot-
tom surface in order, from a leading part of the scanning
direction. Specifically, a leading part of the reading range
R on the top surface is numbered as a block 1 and a
leading part of the reading range R on the bottom surface
is numbered as a block 2. Hereinafter, a block 3, a block
4, ..., a block 8 are numbered along the scanning direc-
tion. The length of the block in the trailing edge is the
length of a portion remaining after the length of the read-
ing range R is divided by a predetermined length.
[0122] Each block is a unit of the process of transmit-
ting the read images of the first scanner 111 and the
second scanner 112 to the host computer 200. That is,
when the read image data corresponding to one block is
stored in an image buffer (not shown) of the RAM 41, the
CPU 40 transmits the read image data corresponding to
one block to the host computer 200. The predetermined
length, that is, the length of the block in the transport
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direction (scanning direction) is determined according to
the capacity of the image buffer (not shown) installed in
the RAM 41. For example, when the image buffer has
the capacity to store 300 lines of read image data having
the maximum resolution (600dpi) and being full color, the
length of the block is set to an appropriate length of 300
lines or less.
[0123] When performing the entire reading, the CPU
40 controls the motor driver 46 to rotate the medium
transport motor 26, and transports the recording medium
S at a predetermined speed. Further, the CPU 40 controls
the gate array 45 to emit light sources of the first scanner
111 and the second scanner 112, generates read image
data on the basis of the detection value of the light re-
ceiving sensor, and stores the read image data in the
image buffer of the RAM 41 for each line.
[0124] The CPU 40 continues the operation without
stopping transport of the recording medium S until the
entire reading range R is read by the first scanner 111
and the second scanner 112. When any block reading is
completed during the operation and the read image data
corresponding to one block is stored in the image buffer
of the RAM 41, the CPU 40 reads the read image data
corresponding to one block from the image buffer, trans-
mits it to the host computer 200, and removes the read
image data which is completely transmitted from the im-
age buffer. By removing the read image data, a large
space occurs again in the image buffer, and then the read
image data thereafter can be stored.
[0125] Whenever one block reading is completed, the
CPU 40 transmits the read image data to the host com-
puter 200 as described above. A transmission order of
the read image data of each block is an order in which
the reading is completed and is not limited to the numer-
ical order of the blocks.
[0126] When transmitting the read image data to the
host computer 200, the CPU 40 adds information such
as the read surface (top surface or bottom surface), the
size of the read block, the block number, the data length,
and the like to the read image data to be transmitted, as
a header. Further, in a case where the data amount of
the read image data is large, the CPU 40 may divide the
read image data of one block to be transmitted. In this
case, the CPU 40 may add information for combination
of the divided read image data in the host computer 200
as the header.
[0127] Further, when the designated area reading is
performed according to the command received from the
host computer 200, as shown in Fig. 8C, the CPU 40
arranges areas of the reading target designated by the
setting command in the reading range R. In an example
of Fig. 8C, areas A1 and A2 are arranged in the reading
range R on the top surface, and an area A3 is arranged
in the reading range R on the bottom surface.
[0128] The CPU 40 arranges blocks according to the
areas of the arranged reading target. Here, if the lengths
in the scanning direction of the arranged areas are short-
er than the lengths of the above-described blocks, the

CPU 40 sets one area as one block. A leading edge and
a trailing edge of the block coincide with a leading edge
and a trailing edge of the area. If the length of the area
is longer than the predetermined length, the CPU 40 di-
vides the area of the reading target into portions having
a predetermined length from a leading part side of the
scanning direction. In the example of Fig. 8C, since the
areas A1 and A3 exceed the predetermined length, the
area A1 is divided into blocks 1 and 3, and the area A3
is divided into blocks 2 and 4. The numbers of the blocks
are alternately given to the top surface and the bottom
surface in order, from a leading edge of the block, in a
similar way to the case of the entire reading.
[0129] In a case where the plurality of areas of the read-
ing target is arranged in the width direction of the reading
range R and overlaps with each other in the scanning
direction, all the overlapped areas become one cluster
block. In a case where the length of one cluster block
exceeds the upper limit of the length of the block, the one
cluster block is divided into a plurality of blocks in the
scanning direction.
[0130] Then, the CPU 40 starts reading the areas A1
to A3 of the reading range R. The CPU 40 controls the
gate array 45 and the motor driver 46 to continue the
reading operation without stopping transport of the re-
cording medium S until the entire areas are read by the
first scanner 111 and the second scanner 112. When any
block reading is completed during the operation and the
read image data corresponding to one block is stored in
the image buffer of the RAM 41, the CPU 40 reads the
read image data corresponding to one block from the
image buffer, transmits it to the host computer 200, and
removes the read image data which is completely trans-
mitted from the image buffer. In this case, the transmis-
sion order is the order in which the reading is completed,
in a similar way to the entire reading, and is not limited
to the numerical order of the blocks.
[0131] Further, when the CPU 40 transmits the read
image data to the host computer 200, the header added
to the read image data includes information such as the
read surface (top surface or bottom surface), the size of
the read block, the block number, the data length and
the like, and information such as an area number, coor-
dinates of the start and end positions of the area and the
like. In a case where one area is divided into a plurality
of blocks, the CPU 40 may include information for the
combination of blocks forming each area. Further, when
the plurality of areas is included in one block, the CPU
40 cuts the read image data of the block for each area
and then transmits it to the host computer 200 for each
area. In the case of the designated area reading, the CPU
40 may divide the read image data having a large data
amount and transmit it to the host computer 200.
[0132] The host computer 200 receives the read image
data transmitted from the dot impact printer 10, to reform
the read image for each block. Further, when the entire
reading is designated by the setting command transmit-
ted to the dot impact printer 10, the host computer 200
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combines the blocks with respect to each of the top sur-
face and the bottom surface to generate the entire read
image data of the reading range R. Further, when the
designated area reading is designated by the setting
command, if one area is divided into a plurality of blocks,
the host computer 200 combines these blocks. Further,
if one area forms one block, the host computer 200 uses
the read image data of the block as it is and generates
the read image data for each area.
[0133] Figs. 9A to 9C are diagrams particularly illus-
trating a reading operation in the backward direction,
among the reading operations using the dot impact print-
er 10. Fig. 9A illustrates a scanning direction, Fig. 9B is
a diagram schematically illustrating an entire reading op-
eration, and Fig. 9C is a diagram schematically illustrat-
ing a designated area reading operation.
[0134] When the dot impact printer 10 performs the
backward reading, while the recording medium S is trans-
ported toward the front side from the rear side of the dot
impact printer 10 and passes through the optical reader
110, the reading is performed by the first scanner 111
and the second scanner 112. In this case, as shown in
Fig. 9A, the reading is performed over a leading edge
(upper edge in the figure) of the reading range R from a
trailing edge (lower edge in the figure) thereof. Read im-
ages of one line read by the first scanner 111 and the
second scanner 112 are sequentially output one line at
a time through the gate array 45 from the left end (origin
of arrow) of the reading range R to the right end (desti-
nation of arrow). Thus, the left end of the trailing edge of
the reading range R becomes a reading start position,
and the right end of the leading edge becomes a reading
end position.
[0135] As shown in Fig. 9B, when the entire reading is
performed in the backward direction, the reading range
R is divided into blocks from the trailing edge. In this case,
the block numbers are alternately given to the top surface
and the bottom surface in order, from the side which be-
comes a leading part at the time of reading. Other oper-
ations are the same as in the entire reading in the forward
direction.
[0136] Further, as shown in Fig. 9C, when the desig-
nated area reading is performed in the backward direc-
tion, the reading target areas are arranged according to
the setting command received from the host computer
200, and then blocks are arranged from the trailing edge
side of the reading range R which is the leading part in
the scanning direction. Further, an area which exceeds
an upper limit of the length of the block is divided by a
predetermined length with reference to the trailing edge
side of the reading range R. Other operations are the
same as in the designated area reading in the forward
direction.
[0137] The read image data read in the backward di-
rection is vertically inverse to the read image data in the
forward direction. Thus, the CPU 40 of the dot impact
printer 10 may perform a process of inverting the read
image data and transmitting it to the host computer 200.

However, since the host computer 200 which has trans-
mitted the setting command has information about the
scanning direction, the host computer 200 may perform
a process of vertically inverting the read image data on
the basis of the information.
[0138] Fig. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of
the dot impact printer 10 according to the present em-
bodiment.
[0139] Firstly, if the recording medium S is inserted
into the insert port 15 and then the leading edge of the
recording medium S is detected by the medium edge
sensor 47 (step S31; Yes), the CPU 40 of the dot impact
printer 10 allows the array plate 38 to protrude within the
transport path P of the recording medium S, and allows
the medium transport motor 26 to operate to align the
recording medium S (step S32).
[0140] Then, the CPU 40 determines whether the de-
tected recording medium S is a check or a passbook
(step S33). Here, the CPU 40 may obtain information
transmitted from the host computer 200, and may deter-
mine the type of the recording medium S on the basis of
the information, or may detect the position of the leading
edge or the side edge of the recording medium S using
the medium edge sensor 47 or the medium edge sensor
55, and may determine the type of the recording medium
S on the basis of the position or the size. Further, the
CPU 40 may perform recording of the MICR information
by the magnetic head 34 on the basis of the position of
the leading edge or the side edge of the recording me-
dium S detected using the medium edge sensor 47 or
the medium width sensor 55, and may determine whether
the MICR information exists in the area MA according to
the reading, to thereby determine the type of the record-
ing medium S. In this embodiment, the CPU 40 obtains
information for specifying the type (check or passbook)
of the recording medium S, information relating to the
size of the check, information relating to the position of
the area MA and information relating to the transport dis-
tance when the recording medium S is the check, from
the host computer 200, and determines whether it is the
check or the passbook on the basis of the information.
[0141] In the determination of step S33, when the re-
cording medium S is not a check (step S33; No), the CPU
40 determines that the recording medium S is a pass-
book, for example, and performs reading of a magnetic
strip installed in the passbook. Thus, the CPU 40 trans-
ports the recording medium S up to the position which is
readable by the magnetic head 34 and performs reading
and/or writing of the magnetic strip by the magnetic head
34 (step S34). Further, the CPU 40 transports the record-
ing medium S to the position of the recording head 18 to
perform recording on the recording surface using the re-
cording head 18 (step S35), discharges the recording
medium S from the insert port 15 (step S36), and then
terminates the operation.
[0142] In the determination of step S33, if the recording
medium S is a check (step S33; Yes), the CPU 40 deter-
mines whether the reading command of the MICR infor-
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mation is received from the host computer 200 (step
S37).
[0143] Further, in the determination of step S37, if it is
determined that the reading command of the MICR in-
formation is received (step S37; Yes), the CPU 40 allows
the alignment plate 38 to retreat from the transport path
P, and transports the recording medium S by the medium
transport mechanism 100 until at least the leading edge
of the recording medium S reaches right under the me-
dium width sensor 55. Then, the CPU 40 drives the car-
riage driving motor 56 (Fig. 4) to scan the carriage 19 in
the main scanning direction, and detects the position of
the width direction of the recording medium S on the basis
of the output signal from the medium width sensor 55
and the position of the main scanning direction of the
carriage 19 (step S38). Further, the CPU 40 monitors the
output signal of the medium edge sensor 47 while trans-
porting the recording medium S by the medium transport
mechanism 100, and detects the position of the trailing
edge of the recording medium S (step S39).
[0144] Next, the CPU 40 transports the recording me-
dium S by the medium transport mechanism 100 up to
the position where the area MA can be read by the mag-
netic head 34 (step S40), controls the motor driver 46 to
operate the magnetic head driving motor 57, and per-
forms reading of the MICR characters displayed on the
area MA by the magnetic head 34 (step S41). The infor-
mation (MICR information) read by the magnetic head
34 is digitalized by the gate array 45, and the CPU 40
obtains the digital data (step S42), analyzes the character
information on the basis of the data, and converts it to
text information (step S43). Here, it is determined wheth-
er unanalyzable characters are present in excess of a
preset number (step S44). If the unanalyzable characters
exceeding the preset number are present (step S44;
Yes), the CPU 40 outputs an error, discharges the re-
cording medium S (step S45), and then terminates the
operation. In step S15, the CPU 40 may notify the error
generation by a display section or the like provided in the
dot impact printer 10, transmit information indicating the
error generation to the host computer 200, or may per-
form both the notification and transmission.
[0145] On the other hand, in the determination of step
S44, if the number of the unanalyzable characters does
not exceed the preset number (step S44; No), the CPU
40 performs scanning by the optical reader 110 and trans-
mits the read image data to the host computer 200 (step
S46).
[0146] Further, the CPU 40 waits until an endorsement
printing performance command is received from the host
computer 200 (step S47). If the endorsement printing per-
formance command is received (step S47; Yes), the CPU
40 rotates the medium transport motor 26 backward to
transport the recording medium S up to under the record-
ing head 18, and also drives the carriage driving motor
56 and the recording head 18 to perform endorsement
printing which indicates completion of the process on the
rear surface of the recording medium S (step S48). Then,

if the endorsement printing is completed, the CPU 40
further rotates the medium transport motor 26, and dis-
charges the recording medium S through the insert port
15 or the discharge port 20.
[0147] Fig. 11 is a flowchart illustrating the reading op-
eration performed by the dot impact printer 10, which
specifically illustrates the operation in step S16 of Fig. 10.
[0148] The CPU 40 receives the setting command
transmitted from the host computer 200 (step S51), and
obtains a variety of setting contents designated by the
setting command (step S52). Here, the CPU 40 deter-
mines whether the reading target area is designated by
the setting command (step S53). If the area is not des-
ignated (step S53; No), the CPU 40 obtains the position
of a block which is a reference for reading the entire read-
ing range R, on the basis of the scanning direction des-
ignated by the setting command (step S54). The block
position, when the entire reading of the reading range R
is performed, is stored in the EEPROM 42, for example.
[0149] Further, if the reading target area is designated
by the setting command (step S53; Yes), the CPU 40
obtains area numbers and coordinates of the start posi-
tion and the end position of each area (step S55) and
arranges the areas in the reading range R. Further, the
CPU 40 determines the position of the block suitable for
the area on the basis of the scanning direction designated
by the setting command (step S56).
[0150] After obtaining or determining the block posi-
tion, the CPU 40 waits until a scanning start command
is received from the host computer 200 (step S57). If the
scanning start command is received (step S57; Yes), the
recording medium S is transported up to the scanning
start position of the optical reader 110 by the medium
transport mechanism 100 in a direction where the trans-
port distance is relatively short, on the basis of the scan-
ning direction designated by the setting command,
whether the reading is the entire reading or the designat-
ed area reading, the position of the designated area in
the case of the designated area reading, and a current
position of the reading medium S (step S58).
[0151] Further, the CPU 40 performs reading using the
first scanner 111 and the second scanner 112 while trans-
porting the recording medium S (step S59).
[0152] During the reading, the CPU 40 determines the
presence or absence of the block in which the reading is
completed (step S60). If there is a block in which the
reading is completed (step S60; Yes), the CPU 40 starts
a process of reading the read image data of the block
from the image buffer of the RAM 41 and transferring it
to the host computer 200 (step S61), and then, if the
transfer is completed, the CPU 40 removes the read im-
age data of the involved block in the image buffer. The
CPU 40 determines whether reading of all the blocks is
completed (step S62).
[0153] In the determination of step S62, if there is a
block in which the reading is not completed (step S62;
No), the CPU 40 returns the procedure to step S59 and
continues the reading operation. Here, if there is a block

27 28 



EP 2 346 236 A2

16

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

in which the reading is newly completed, the CPU 40
transmits the read image data of the block.
[0154] Further, in the determination of step S62, if the
reading of all the blocks in the reading range R of both
of the front and rear surfaces is completed (step S62;
Yes), the CPU 40 terminates the reading operation.
[0155] As described above, the light receiving sensors
of the first scanner 111 and the second scanner 112 are
arranged to be offset from each other. In this embodi-
ment, the light receiving sensor of the first scanner 111
is offset toward the front side by 5mm. Thus, in a case
where the scanning is performed in the forward direction,
the reading range R on the top surface is completely read
prior to the reading range R on the bottom surface, and
in a case where the scanning is performed in the back-
ward direction, the reading range R on the bottom surface
is completely read prior to the reading range R on the
top surface.
[0156] As described above, in the dot impact printer
10 according to the present embodiment of the present
invention, since the CPU 40 sets the transport direction
at the time of reading the recording medium S so that the
transport distance of the recording medium S, until the
recording medium S is completely read, is shortened be-
fore the reading of the first scanner 111 or the second
scanner 112, the recording medium S is prevented from
being uselessly transported, to thereby enhance effec-
tive throughput.
[0157] In this case, in a case where the discharge di-
rection of the medium is determined in advance, the
transport direction when the medium is read by the first
scanner 111 or the second scanner 112 is set to coincide
with the discharge direction, and thus, even in a case
where the discharge direction is determined in advance,
it is possible to reliably suppress the useless transporting
of the medium and to enhance the throughput.
[0158] Further, the optical reader 110 includes the first
scanner 111 which reads one surface of the recording
medium S and the second scanner 112 which reads the
other surface of the recording medium S which are ar-
ranged at the opposite sides of the transport path P, re-
spectively, and thus, it is possible to read both surfaces
of the recording medium S. The CPU 40 allows the blocks
set in the reading range R of the first scanner 111 and
the second scanner 112 to be read. Then, if the reading
of any block is completed, even before the reading is
completed for other blocks which are set in the reading
range R on the same surface as the block or the reading
range R on the other surface thereof, the CPU 40 allows
the read image data of the block in which the reading is
completed to be read from the image buffer and transmits
it. Thus, it is possible to reduce the waiting time relating
to the transmission of the read image data to thereby
perform the reading of both surfaces of the recording
medium S at high speed. Further, the image buffer of the
RAM 41 may have a small capacity compared with the
case where the image data read from both surfaces is
stored.

[0159] Hereinbefore, the exemplary embodiment ac-
cording to the present invention has been described, but
the present invention is not limited thereto. For example,
in the above-described embodiment, both surfaces of the
recording medium S are read together, but one side of
the recording medium S may be read in a similar way.
[0160] Further, as an example, the alignment mecha-
nism 28, the recording head 18 and the optical reader
110 are sequentially arranged on the transport path P of
the recording medium S, but the present invention is not
limited thereto. The respective elements may be ar-
ranged in an arbitrary manner. For example, the optical
reader 100 may be arranged at the position closest to
the insert port 15.
[0161] In addition, in the above-described embodi-
ment, the control section mounted on the control board
(not shown) mounted on the dot impact printer 10 has
the functions indicated by the function blocks in Fig. 4,
and controls the respective sections of the dot impact
printer 10, as an example. However, for example, the
device externally connected to the dot impact printer 10
functions as the respective function sections shown in
Fig. 4, and may control the operations of the dot impact
printer 10. Further, since the respective function blocks
in Fig. 4 are realized by cooperation of hardware and
software, the specific mounting type of hardware and the
software specifications or the like are arbitrary, whereby
it is possible to arbitrarily change the configuration to oth-
er detailed configurations.
[0162] Further, in the above-described embodiment,
the first scanner 111 and the second scanner 112 can
perform the monochromic scanning and the color scan-
ning using light sources of R, G and B, but for example,
may perform reading using infrared rays using a light
source emitting infrared light. Since the magnetic ink has
a high absorption regarding infrared rays compared with
normal ink, it is possible to capture only characters print-
ed by the magnetic ink using the infrared rays, and it is
possible to optically read the MICR information on the
area MA with high efficiency.
[0163] Further, in the above-described embodiment,
as an example, the present invention is applied to a flat-
bed-type device which horizontally transports the record-
ing medium S, but the present invention is not limited
thereto. For example, the present invention may be ap-
plied to a device including a transport path in which the
recording medium S of a business form such as a check
is transported in an upright state. Further, in the above-
described embodiment, the dot impact printer 10 includ-
ing the optical reader 110 is exemplified, but the present
invention is not limited thereto. For example, an optical
reading section corresponding to the optical reader 110
may be installed in an ink jet printer, a thermal printer, a
laser printer or the like. Furthermore, the optical reading
section corresponding to the optical reader 110 may be
installed in a device assembled in a different device (ATM
(automated teller machine), CD (cash dispenser) or the
like) in addition to a device used as an independent print-
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er.
[0164] Further, the present invention is not limited to
a configuration in which the optical reader 110 is installed
integrally with a device which records characters or im-
ages on a recording medium such as a recording paper.
For example, the present invention can be applied to var-
ious devices including an independent scanner device
or a copy machine.

Claims

1. An optical reader, comprising:

a transport section capable of transporting a me-
dium (S) which is a reading target in forward and
backward directions along a transport path (P);
an optical reading section (111, 112) installed in
the transport path, the optical reading section
being configured to optically read the medium
which is transported by the transport section;
and
a control section (40) configured to set a trans-
port direction of the medium at the time of read-
ing of the medium on the basis of a position of
the medium before or when the reading of the
medium is started and a reading position of the
optical reading section (111, 112) such that a
transport distance of the medium until the read-
ing of the medium is completed is shortened,
and to control the transport section and the op-
tical reading section.

2. The optical reader as set forth in claim 1, wherein
the control section (40) is further configured to set
the transport direction of the medium (S) on the basis
of arrangement of edge positions of both edges of a
reading target area along the transport direction of
the medium before or when the reading of the me-
dium is started and the reading position of the optical
reading section (111, 112).

3. The optical reader as set forth in claim 1 or 2,
wherein the optical reading section includes a first
reading section (111) for reading one surface of the
medium and a second reading section (112) for read-
ing the other surface of the medium, the first reading
section and the second reading section being re-
spectively disposed on both sides of the transport
path P, and
wherein the control section (40) is further configured
to set the transport direction of the medium such that
the transport distance of the medium until the reading
of the medium by the first reading section (111) and
the second reading section (112) is completed is
shortened, in a case where the reading of both sur-
faces of the medium is performed simultaneously by
the first reading section (111) and the second read-

ing section (112).

4. The optical reader as set forth in at least one of claims
1 to 3, wherein the control section (40) is further con-
figured to determine a reading preparation position
in a direction which is closer to an edge portion of a
reading target area of the medium, among the for-
ward and backward directions, in a case where the
reading target area is present over the medium read-
ing position of the optical reading section (111, 112),
and to set the transport direction of the medium on
the basis of the reading preparation position.

5. The optical reader as set forth in at least one of claims
1 to 4, wherein the control section (40) is further con-
figured to set the transport direction of the medium
so as to coincide with a discharge direction of the
medium, in a case wherein the discharge direction
of the medium is determined in advance.

6. The optical reader as set forth in at least one of claims
1 to 5, wherein the control section (40) is further con-
figured to set the transport direction such that the
transport distance when the medium is transported
in the transport direction is shorter than the transport
distance when the medium is transported in a direc-
tion different from the transport direction.

7. A control method of an optical reader including a
transport section capable of transporting a medium
(S) which is a reading target in forward and backward
directions along a transport path (P); and an optical
reading section (111, 112) installed in the transport
path, the optical reading section that optically reads
the medium which is transported by the transport
section, the control method comprising:

setting a transport direction of the medium at the
time of reading of the medium on the basis of a
position of the medium before or when the read-
ing of the medium is started and a reading po-
sition of the optical reading section (111, 112)
such that a transport distance of the medium
until the reading of the medium is completed is
shortened; and
controlling the transport section and the optical
reading section on the basis of the set transport
direction.

8. The control method as set forth in claim 7, wherein
the controlling includes setting the transport direction
of the medium (S) on the basis of arrangement of
edge positions of both edges of a reading target area
along the transport direction of the medium before
or when the reading of the medium is started and
the reading position of the optical reading section
(111, 112).
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9. The control method as set forth in claim 7 or 8,
wherein the optical reading section includes a first
reading section (111) that reads one surface of the
medium and a second reading section (112) that
reads the other surface of the medium, the first read-
ing section and the second reading section being
respectively disposed on both sides of the transport
path (P), and
wherein the controlling includes setting the transport
direction of the medium such that the transport dis-
tance of the medium until the reading of the medium
by the first reading section (111) and the second
reading section (112) is completed is shortened, in
a case where the reading of both surfaces of the
medium is performed simultaneously by the first
reading section (111) and the second reading sec-
tion (112).

10. The control method as set forth in at least one of
claims 7 to 9, wherein the controlling includes deter-
mining a reading preparation position in a direction
which is closer to an edge portion of a reading target
area of the medium, among the forward and back-
ward directions, in a case where the reading target
area is present over the medium reading position of
the optical reading section (111, 112), and setting
the transport direction of the medium on the basis of
the reading preparation position.

11. The control method as set forth in at least one of
claims 7 to 10, wherein the controlling includes set-
ting the transport direction of the medium so as to
coincide with a discharge direction of the medium,
in a case wherein the discharge direction of the me-
dium is determined in advance.

12. The control method as set forth in at least one of
claims 7 to 11, wherein the transport direction is set
such that the transport distance when the medium
is transported in the transport direction is shorter
than the transport distance when the medium is
transported in a direction different from the transport
direction.

13. A computer-readable recording medium that stores
a program which causes a control section (40) that
controls an optical reader including a transport sec-
tion capable of transporting a medium (S) which is
a reading target in forward and backward directions
along a transport path (P); and an optical reading
section (111, 112) installed in the transport path, the
optical reading section that optically reads the me-
dium which is transported by the transport section,
to perform a control method comprising:

setting a transport direction of the medium at the
time of reading of the medium on the basis of a
position of the medium before or when the read-

ing of the medium is started and a reading po-
sition of the optical reading section (111, 112)
such that a transport distance of the medium
until the reading of the medium is completed is
shortened;
controlling the transport section to transport the
medium on the basis of the set transport direc-
tion; and
controlling the optical reading section to optically
read the medium on the basis of the set transport
direction.
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