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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a rotational angle detecting apparatus and, more particularly, to a rotational
angle detecting apparatus coupled to a rotating member, such as an automotive steering shaft, to cause two or more
detection signals, which are based on the rotational angle and the rotational direction of a steering wheel, to be output
so as to detect the rotational angle of the rotating member by employing the detection signals.
[0002] Similar methods and apparatuses are disclosed in US-A-6018318 and DE 195 48 385 A1.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0003] In a conventional rotational angle detecting apparatus, a rotation detector employs a rotary sensor. As an
example of the rotary sensor, the following rotary sensor has been proposed (this rotary sensor will be hereinafter referred
to as "the proposed rotary sensor").
[0004] The proposed rotary sensor is constructed by a fixed base member, a rotor rotatable with respect to the base
member, and a rotation detector that outputs a first sinusoidal detection signal and a second sinusoidal detection signal
that are disposed between the base member and the rotor, and have a predetermined amplitude, the same cycle, and
a phase difference of a quarter wavelength, and a third detection signal that maintains the same cycle over the whole
rotational range of the rotor, and linearly increases in voltage value. During an operation, the rotor is coupled to a rotating
member, e.g., an automotive steering shaft. In this case, the rotation detector is constituted by a first magnet and a
second magnet disposed on the base member, a first Hall element and a second Hall element disposed such that they
oppose the first magnet and are arranged with an angle of approximately 90 degrees, and a third Hall element disposed
to oppose the second magnet, the three Hall elements being provided in the rotor.
[0005] In such a construction, when the steering wheel is turned to rotate the steering shaft connected thereto, the
rotor coupled to the steering shaft rotates. This causes the rotation detector to generate the first detection signal, the
second detection signal, and the third detection signal based on the rotational angle and the rotational direction of the
steering shaft.
[0006] The first detection signal, the second detection signal, and the third detection signal that have been generated
are supplied to a control unit mounted on a car. Based on the supplied third detection signal, the control unit detects a
coarse rotational angle and the rotational direction of the steering wheel or the steering shaft from a neutral position.
Based on the first detection signal and the second detection signal that have been supplied, the control unit further
detects the fine rotational angle of the steering wheel or the steering shaft from the neutral position. The detected
rotational angle and the rotational direction of the steering wheel or the steering shaft from the neutral position are
supplied as detection information to a controller. Based on the supplied detection information, the controller decides on
and detailedly carries out suspension control or traction control of the car.
[0007] Fig. 7 is a characteristic chart illustrating the relationship between the rotational angle of the steering wheel
and the output voltages of the first detection signal, the second detection signal, and the third detection signal.
[0008] Referring to Fig. 7, reference numeral 71 denotes the first detection signal, reference numeral 72 denotes the
second detection signal, and reference numeral 73 denotes the third detection signal. The chart illustrates the changes
in the output voltages of the first through third detection signal 71 through 73 in the range of the rotational angle from 0
degrees to +225 degrees with respect to the rotational angle 0 degrees (neutral position) of the steering wheel.
[0009] In this case, the first detection signal 71 and the second detection signal 72 are composed of sine waves that
share the same amplitude and the same cycle but are different in wavelength phase by a quarter. The voltage values
of both the first detection signal 71 and the second detection signal 72 are 4.5 V at a maximum amplitude, and 0.5 V at
a minimum amplitude. The first detection signal 71 reaches its minimum amplitude (voltage value: 0.5 V) at the rotational
angles of +67.5 degrees and +157.5 degrees. The second detection signal 72 reaches its minimum amplitude (voltage
value: 0.5 V) at the rotational angles of 0 degrees, +90.0 degrees, and +180.0 degrees. The voltage value of the third
detection signal 73 linearly increases until the rotational angle reaches +225 degrees from zero degrees. The voltage
value is 2.5 V when the rotational angle is zero degrees, and 3.0 V when the rotational angle is +180 degrees.
[0010] Referring to the characteristic chart shown in Fig. 7, the operation for detecting the rotational angle and the
rotational direction of the steering wheel that is performed in the control unit will be described.
[0011] First, the control unit detects the direction in which the steering wheel is rotating with respect to the neutral
position (rotational angle: 0 degrees) by means of the voltage value of the third detection signal 73 that has been supplied.
More specifically, if the voltage value of the third detection signal 73 exceeds 2.5 V, then the control unit detects that
the steering wheel is rotating in one direction, namely, the direction of a positive rotational angle. If the voltage value of
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the third detection signal 73 is below 2.5 V, then the control unit detects that the steering wheel is rotating in the other
direction, namely, in the direction of a negative rotational angle.
[0012] Next, as shown in Fig. 7, the overall rotational angle of the steering wheel, e.g., 1440 degrees (�720 degrees),
is divided into sections of angles (e.g. 90 degrees), each of which being equivalent to one wavelength of the first detection
signal 71 and the second detection signal 72, ..., N-1, N, N+1, ......, thereby making it possible to detect, based on the
voltage values of the supplied third detection signal 73, the coarse rotational angles that indicate the correspondence
between the rotational angles of the steering wheel and the sections of angles. For example, if the control unit detects
2.8 V as the voltage value of the third detection signal 73, then an angle segment N is detected as the one that corresponds
to the voltage value.
[0013] Subsequently, the control unit determines a first voltage value V1 and a second voltage value V2 at which the
voltage values of the supplied first detection signal 71 and the second detection signal 72 agree in the detected angle
segment N. The control unit then employs the determined first voltage value V1 and second voltage value V2 to identify
one detection signal lying outside the range of the first voltage value V1 and the second voltage value V2 and the other
detection signal lying within the range of the first voltage value V1 and the second voltage value V2.
[0014] The control unit then determines whether the other detection signal lying within the range of the first voltage
value V1 and the second voltage value V2 is the first detection signal 71 or the second detection signal 72. At the same
time, the control unit determines whether the one detection signal lying outside the range of the first voltage value V1
and the second voltage value V2 is smaller than the first voltage value V1 or larger than the second voltage value V2.
The control unit further determines whether the other detection signal lying within the range of the first voltage V1 and
the second voltage value V2 lies in a first divided angle segment H1, a second divided angle segment H2, a third divided
angle segment H3, or a fourth divided angle segment H4 (angle segments H1 through H4 are formed by dividing the
single angle section N into four segments). Thus, the fine rotational angle of the steering wheel is detected by determining
in which of the divided angle segments H1 through H4 in the single angle segment N the other detection signal lies.
[0015] In this case, the other detection signal lying within the range of the first voltage value V1 and the second voltage
value V2 will have the first angle segment H1 providing a linear rise (tilt or slope) portion 71U of the first detection signal
71, the second angle segment H2 providing a linear rise (tilt or slope) portion 72U of the second detection signal 72, the
third angle segment H3 providing a linear fall (tilt or slope) portion 71D of the first detection signal 71, and the fourth
angle segment H4 providing a linear fall (tilt or slope) portion 72D of the second detection signal 72.
[0016] In the rotational angle detecting apparatus having the proposed rotary sensor or the rotation detector set forth
above, the first detection signal, the second detection signal, and the third detection signal are output from the rotation
detector as the rotating member or the rotor rotates. To detect the rotational angle and the rotational direction of the
rotating member on the basis of the supplied first through third detection signals, the control unit detects the rotational
direction and the coarse rotational angle of the rotating member on the basis of the amplitude or the voltage value of
the third detection signal, and also detects the fine rotational angle of the rotating member on the basis of the linear
slope portions of the first and second detection signals. Hence, the rotational direction and the rotational angle of the
rotating member can be detected with high accuracy over a wide range.
[0017] However, in the rotational angle detecting apparatus equipped with the proposed rotary sensor or the rotation
detector, the control unit uses the linear slope portions 71U, 71D, 72U, and 72D of the first and second detection signals
in the first angle segment H1 through the fourth angle segment H4 to detect the fine rotational angle of the rotating
member. Therefore, when the fine rotational angle to be detected is shifted from one angle segment (e.g. the first angle
segment H1) to another angle segment (e.g. the second angle segment H2), the continuity of the amplitude between
the preceding linear slope portion (e.g. 71U) and the following linear slope portion (e.g. 72U) breaks at the shifting point.
[0018] In general, if the preceding linear slope portion 71U and the following linear slope portion 72U do not include
a rotational angle detection error, then the rotational angle detection value based on the preceding linear slope portion
71U and the following linear slope portion 72U will not include an error.
[0019] However, the linear slope portions usually include small rotational angle detection errors, and the rotational
angle detection values temporarily vary, depending on the error direction of the rotational angle detection errors, when
shifting between the preceding linear slope portion 71U and the following linear slope portion 72U.
[0020] Fig. 8 is a schematic representation showing the changes in the rotational angle detection values in relation to
the changes in the amplitude of the linear slope portions, which are observed when a shift is made from one angle
segment to another angle segment. The schematic representation illustrates cases where the error directions of the
rotational angle detection errors in the linear slope portions are different.
[0021] Referring to Fig. 8A, when the fine rotational angle to be detected shifts from the first angle segment H1 to the
second angle segment H2, and from the linear slope portion 71U to the linear slope portion 72U, if there is a rotational
angle detection error of -0.8% in the linear slope portion 71U and there is the same rotational angle detection error of
-0.8% in the linear slope portion 72U, as shown in Fig. 8B, or if there is a rotational angle detection error of +0.8% in
the linear slope portion 71U and there is the same rotational angle detection error of +0.8% in the linear slope portion
72U, as shown in Fig. 8E, then the rotational angle detection values obtained when the shift from the linear tilt 71U to
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the linear tilt 72U takes place will be successive rotational angle detection values that include the same -0.8% or +0.8%.
Hence, the rotational angle detection values do not indicate temporary changes at shifts.
[0022] As shown in Fig. 8C, however, if the linear slope portion 71U includes a rotational angle detection error of -0.8%
and the linear slope portion 72U includes a rotational angle detection error of +0.8%, or the linear slope portion 71U
includes a rotational angle detection error of +0.8% and the linear slope portion 72U includes a rotational angle detection
error of -0.8%, then the errors will be added to the rotational angle detection values when a shift from the linear slope
portion 71U to the linear slope portion 72U takes place. As a result, at a shift, the rotational angle detection value will
change (increase or decrease) by the rotational angle detection error of +1.6% or the rotational angle detection error of
-1.6%.
[0023] Thus, according to the rotational angle detecting apparatus having the proposed rotary sensor or rotation
detector, when the control unit detects a fine rotational angle, a slight change may occur in a rotational angle detection
value due to the rotational angle detection errors in the linear slope portions 71U, 71D, 72U, and 72D, causing the
accuracy of the rotational angle detection to deteriorate accordingly.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0024] The present invention has been made with a view toward solving the aforesaid problem, and it is an object of
the present invention to provide a rotational angle detecting apparatus that reduces the influence of a rotational angle
detection error included in a linear slope portion when detecting a fine rotational angle, thereby permitting highly accurate
rotational angle detection to be accomplished.
[0025] To this end, according to one aspect of the present invention, there is provided a rotational angle detecting
apparatus including a rotor connected to a rotating member, a rotation detector for successively detecting, as the rotor
rotates, a first sinusoidal detection signal and a second sinusoidal detection signal that have a predetermined amplitude,
the same cycle, and a phase difference of a quarter wavelength, a memory for storing the first detection signal and the
second detection signal, and a control unit, wherein the control unit changes the weighting of the first detection signal
and the second detection signal according to the area of the rotational angle of the rotating member when detecting a
fine rotational angle of the rotating member on the basis of the amplitudes of the first detection signal and the second
detection signal.
[0026] With this arrangement, when detecting the fine rotational angle of the rotating member on the basis of the
amplitudes of the first detection signal and the second detection signal, weighting is imparted to the first detection signal
and the second detection signal, and the weighting is changed according to the area of the rotational angle of the rotating
member such that the weighting coefficient of a detection signal having a higher degree of linearity between the detection
signals is set to be larger than the weighting coefficient of a detection signal having a lower degree of linearity. Hence,
by selecting appropriate weighting coefficients and rotational angle areas, rotational angle detection values can be
obtained with less influences of a rotational angle detection error even if a slight rotational angle detection error is included
in the linear slope portion of one detection signal or the other detection signal. This permits a rotational angle detecting
apparatus with high accuracy to be achieved.
[0027] Preferably, in the construction described above, the weighting of the first detection signal and the second
detection signal is decided on the basis of three areas. The three areas include a first area within the range defined by
one-sixth cycle preceding and following the point at which either the first detection signal or the second detection signal
reaches its mid amplitude, a second area within the range of one-twelfth cycle of one detection signal lying outside the
first area, and a third area within the range of one-twelfth cycle of one detection signal lying outside the second area.
Preferably, the rotational angle of a rotating member is detected on the basis of the amplitude of one detection signal
when one detection signal is present in the first area, the amplitude obtained by averaging the amplitude of one detection
signal and the amplitude of the other detection signal at a ratio of 7 to 3 when one detection signal is present in the
second area, and the amplitude obtained by averaging the amplitude of one detection signal and the amplitude of the
other detection signal at a ratio of 5 to 5 when one detection signal is present in the third area.
[0028] With this arrangement, when the control unit detects a fine rotational angle by using the first detection signal
and the second detection signal output from the rotation detector, the three areas, namely, the first area, the second
area, and the third area, are defined for the cycle of one detection signal. Furthermore, depending on whether one
detection signal lies in the first area, the second area, or the third area, the amplitude of one detection signal and the
amplitude of the other detection signal are averaged at a predetermined ratio, preferably, 10 to 0, 7 to 3, or 5 to 5 so as
to determine the fine rotational angle of the rotating member by employing the obtained average values. Hence, if the
linear slope portion of one detection signal or the other detection signal includes a small rotational angle detection error,
a rotational angle detection value can be obtained with less influences of the rotational angle detection error, thus
enabling a rotational angle detecting apparatus with high accuracy to be achieved.
[0029] In a preferred form of the present invention, the rotating member is an automotive steering shaft, and the first
detection signal and the second detection signal detect the steering angle of the steering shaft in cooperation with the
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third detection signal indicating the coarse rotational angle of the full rotation of the steering shaft.
[0030] With this arrangement, the rotational angle of an automotive steering shaft can be detected with high accuracy,
permitting a power steering mechanism with high rotation control performance to be accomplished.
[0031] Preferably, a steering angle detection signal is supplied to a controller via a local area network bus line provided
in a car.
[0032] With this arrangement, detection signals can be supplied to the controller without being affected by ambient
noises or the like, so that malfunction of the controller can be prevented.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0033]

Fig. 1 is a block diagram of an essential section showing an embodiment of a rotational angle detecting apparatus
in accordance with the present invention;
Fig. 2 provides sectional views showing an example of a specific configuration of a rotary sensor making up a rotation
detector;
Fig. 3 is a signal waveform diagram showing the detection signals output from the rotary sensor shown in Fig. 2
when an automotive steering wheel is rotated;
Fig. 4 is an enlarged signal waveform diagram illustrating first through third areas shown in the signal waveform
diagram of Fig. 3;
Fig. 5 is an enlarged signal waveform diagram showing an enlarged view of the angle area equivalent to one cycle
of each of a first detection signal and a second detection signal;
Fig. 6 is a characteristic diagram showing a table of the amplitudes in terms of voltage values, angle values, and
tilts in terms of differential values of the first detection signal and the second detection signal in the angle areas
shown in Fig. 5;
Fig. 7 is a characteristic diagram illustrating the relationship between the rotational angles of the steering wheel and
the output voltages of the first detection signal, the second detection signal, and a third detection signal; and
Fig. 8 is a schematic representation showing the changes of the rotational angle detection values taking place in
response to the changes in the amplitude of a linear slope portion at a shift between angle segments.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0034] An embodiment of the present invention will now be described with reference to the accompanying drawings.
[0035] Fig. 1 is a block diagram of an essential section showing an embodiment of a rotational angle detecting apparatus
in accordance with the present invention. The rotational angle detecting apparatus is adapted to detect the rotational
angle of an automotive steering wheel.
[0036] Referring to Fig. 1, the rotational angle detecting apparatus according to the embodiment is constituted by a
rotation detector 1, a control unit (microcomputer) 2, a storage (memory) 3, a controller 4, a controlled device 5, and a
local area network (LAN) bus line 6. An automotive steering shaft (not shown) is connected to the rotation detector 1.
The controlled device 5 is composed of an automotive suspension device or automatic transmission device.
[0037] In this embodiment, the rotation detector 1 is connected to the control unit 2. The control unit 2 is connected
to the controller 4 through the LAN bus line 6 and also connected to the memory 3.
[0038] Fig. 2A is a cross-sectional view and Fig. 2B is a sectional view taken along the line 2B-2B of Fig. 2A, both
views showing an example of a specific configuration of a rotary sensor making up the rotation detector 1.
[0039] As shown in Figs. 2A and 2B, the rotary sensor has an enclosure 7, a rotor 8, a rotating shaft 9, a bearing 10,
a worm gear 11, a sliding member 12, a first magnet 131, a second magnet 132, a first Hall element 141, a second Hall
element 142, a third Hall element 143, and a circuit board 15.
[0040] The enclosure 7 is formed of a case 7A and a cover 7B. The opening of the case 7A is covered by the cover
7B to make up the enclosure 7. An annular projection 7C is formed on the bottom portion of the case 7A, and another
annular projection 7D is also formed on the inner surface of the cover 7B. The rotor 8 is drum-shaped, and secured to
an automotive steering shaft (not shown) that has been inserted in the central opening of the rotor 8. A narrow protuberance
8A is formed at the center of the width of the outer periphery of the rotor 8, and a worm 8B is formed over the full periphery
of the protuberance 8A. When the enclosure 7 is formed, both outer peripheral edge portions of the rotor 8 are fitted
inside the annular projections 7C and 7D, and the rotor 8 is rotatably retained in the enclosure 7 such that the narrow
protuberance 8A juts outward between the annular projections 7C and 7D. One end of the rotating shaft 9 is attached
to the case 7A via the bearing 10, and the other end thereof is fixed to the case 7A via a corrugated washer 10A. The
rotating shaft 9 has a thread groove in a peripheral portion thereof where the sliding member 12, which will be discussed
hereinafter, is fitted. The worm gear 11 is fitted onto the rotating shaft 9, and meshed with a worm 8B. A cylindrical
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magnet holder 11A is coupled to the worm gear 11, and the first magnet 131 having a cylindrical shape is fitted onto the
circumference of the magnet holder 11A. In this case, the circumferential opposing portions of the first magnet 131 form
the north and south poles, respectively. The cylindrical sliding member 12 has a thread groove (not shown) in its inner
peripheral portion in which the rotating shaft 9 is fitted. When the sliding member 12 is fitted to the rotating shaft 9, the
thread grooves of the two components mesh with each other. The outer periphery of the sliding member 12 is provided
with a projecting guide (not shown) fitted in a guiding groove (not shown) of the enclosure 7 to prevent the sliding member
12 from rotating with the rotating shaft 9 when the rotating shaft 9 rotates. Furthermore, the second magnet 132, which
is bar-shaped, is mounted in the axial direction of the rotating shaft 9. In this case, the circumferential opposing portions
form the north and south poles, respectively, in the first magnet 131, while one end forms the north pole and the other
end forms the south pole in the second magnet 132. The first Hall element 141 and the second Hall element 142 are
mounted on a circuit board 15 such that they are close to the cylindrical first magnet 131 and installed at a 90-degree
angle with respect to the axis of the rotating shaft 9. The third Hall element 143 is mounted on the circuit board 15 such
that it is located in the vicinity of the bar-shaped second magnet 132. When the enclosure 7 is formed, both ends of the
circuit board 15 are retained by a circuit holder (with no reference numeral) in the enclosure 7.
[0041] In the above configuration, the enclosure 7 and the circuit board 15 make up a base member, while the rotor
8 and the rotating shaft 9, etc. make up the rotor assembly.
[0042] Fig. 3 is a signal waveform diagram showing the first through third detection signals output from the rotary
sensor shown in Figs. 2A and 2B when the automotive steering wheel is turned. Fig. 4 is an enlarged view of signal
waveforms illustrating the first through third areas shown in Fig. 3.
[0043] In Fig. 3 and Fig. 4, the axis of abscissa indicates the rotational angles of the steering wheel, and the axis of
ordinates indicates the voltage values or amplitudes of detection signals.
[0044] Referring now to the block diagrams shown in Fig. 1 and Figs. 2A and 2B, and the signal waveform diagrams
shown in Fig. 3 and Fig. 4, the operation of the rotational angle detecting apparatus according to the embodiment will
be described.
[0045] When the automotive steering wheel is turned, and the steering shaft coupled to the steering wheel is turned,
the rotor 8 in which the steering shaft is inserted rotates in the rotation detector 1. The rotation of the rotor 8 causes the
worm gear 11 meshed with the worm 8B of the rotor 8 and the rotating shaft 9 on which the worm gear 11 is mounted
to simultaneously rotate. The rotation of the worm gear 11 causes the magnet holder 11A coupled to the worm gear 11
and the first magnet 131 mounted on the magnet holder 11A to simultaneously rotate. Then, as the first magnet 131
rotates, the distance between the north and south poles of the first magnet 131 and the first Hall element 141 and the
second Hall element 142 installed in the vicinity of the first magnet 131 periodically changes. The first Hall element 141
and the second Hall element 142 output a first detection signal a and a second detection signal b having the same
amplitude and the same cycle, and a phase difference of a quarter wavelength, as shown in Fig. 3. Similarly, as the
rotating shaft 9 rotates, the sliding member 12 having its thread groove meshed with the rotating shaft 9 slides in the
axial direction of the rotating shaft 9, and the second magnet 132 mounted on the sliding member 12 also slides in the
axial direction of the rotating shaft 9. As the second magnet 132 slides, the distance between the north and south poles
of the second magnet 132 and the third Hall element 143 changes. Thus, the third Hall element 143 outputs a third
detection signal c that linearly increases or decreases as the rotational angle of the steering wheel changes, as shown
in Fig. 3. The first detection signal a, the second detection signal b, and the third detection signal c issued from the
rotation detector 1 are supplied to the control unit 2.
[0046] In this embodiment, the first detection signal a and the second detection signal b issued from the rotation
detector 1 have a peek-to-peek amplitude of 4.0 V, a cycle of 90 degrees in terms of the rotational angle of the steering
wheel, and a phase difference of a quarter wavelength or 22.5 degrees in terms of the rotational angle of the steering
wheel, as shown in Fig. 3. The third detection signal c also issued from the rotation detector 1 has a minimum amplitude
value of 0.5 V and a maximum amplitude value of 4.5 v, and a cycle of 1440 degrees in terms of the rotational angle of
the steering wheel, as shown in Fig. 3. In this case, the amplitude is defined as a value obtained by subtracting the
average values of the maximum values and the minimum values of the output voltage values of the first detection signal
a and the second detection signal b, respectively, from the output voltage values of the first detection signal and the
second detection signal, respectively.
[0047] Incidentally, the automotive steering wheel can be usually turned about twice (rotational angle: approximately
+720 degrees) in one direction (clockwise) and also about twice (rotational angle: approximately -720 degrees) in the
other direction (counterclockwise) from a neutral position (rotational angle: 0 degrees). To detect the rotational angles
of the steering wheel or the steering shaft by the rotation detector 1, a rotational angle range of �720 degrees when the
neutral position is used as the reference, and a rotational angle range of 1440 degrees in total. In this case, the rotation
detector 1 has the foregoing first detection signal a, the second detection signal b, and the third detection signal c for
the overall rotational angle range of 1440 degrees of the steering wheel, enabling the rotation detector 1 to cover all
rotational angles of a standard steering wheel.
[0048] The first detection signal a, the second detection signal b, and the third detection signal c issued from the
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rotation detector 1 are supplied to the control unit 2.
[0049] The control unit 2 transfers the supplied first detection signal a, the second detection signal b, and the third
detection signal c to the memory 3 to overwrite the first detection signal a, the second detection signal b, and the third
detection signal c that have already been stored in the memory 3 with the updated first detection signal a, second
detection signal b, and third detection signal c, thereby updating the stored information of the memory 3 with the new
first detection signal a, the second detection signal b, and the third detection signal c.
[0050] Furthermore, the control unit 2 employs the most up-to-date first detection signal a, the second detection signal
b, and the third detection signal c to detect the rotational direction, the coarse rotational angle, and the fine rotational
angle of the steering wheel. In this case, the detection of the rotational direction and the coarse rotational angle from
the neutral position (the rotational angle: zero degrees) of the steering wheel carried out by using the third detection
signal c in the control unit 2 is the same as the detection of the rotational direction of the steering wheel and the detection
of the coarse rotational angle from the neutral position in the proposed rotary sensor, which has been described in
conjunction with the characteristic chart shown in Fig. 7. Hence, no further description will be given of the detection of
the rotational direction and the coarse rotational angle according to the embodiment.
[0051] The detection of the fine rotational angle of the steering wheel performed by using the first detection signal a
and the second detection signal b in the control unit 2 is basically the same as the detection of the fine rotational angle
of the steering wheel in the proposed rotary sensor, which has been described in conjunction with the characteristic
diagram shown in Fig. 7 except for the following aspect. To detect a fine rotational angle, the amplitude of the first
detection signal a or the amplitude of the second detection signal b is not directly used. Instead, an amplitude is used
that has been averaged by weighting the amplitude of the first detection signal a and the amplitude of the second detection
signal b by using predetermined coefficients according to the first through third areas determined by the amplitudes of
the associated detection signals, as will be discussed hereinafter.
[0052] More specifically, the control unit 2 defines three areas as follows: based on the amplitude of one of the first
detection signal a and the second detection signal b, that is, the second detection signal b in this embodiment, an area
in which the amplitude of the second detection signal b lies in the range of the one-sixth cycle before and after the point
at which the second detection signal b reaches the mid amplitude (voltage value: 2.5 V) is defined as a first area E1, an
area in which the amplitude of the second detection signal b lies outside the first area E1 and lies within the range of
one-twelfth cycle of the second detection signal b is defined as a second area E2, and an area in which the amplitude
of the second detection signal b lies outside the second area E2 and lies within the range of one-twelfth cycle of the
second detection signal b is defined as a third area E3, as shown in Fig. 4.
[0053] If the control unit 2 detects that the amplitude of the second detection signal b lies in the first area E1, then the
control unit 2 reads the second detection signal b from the memory 3, and determines a computational angle on the
basis of only the read second detection signal b. If the control unit 2 detects that the second detection signal b lies in
the second area E2, then the control unit 2 reads the first detection signal a and the second detection signal b from the
memory 3, and determines an averaged computational angle so that the computational angle of the read second detection
signal b is 7 in relation to the computation angle of the read first detection signal a, which is 3. Furthermore, if the control
unit 2 detects that the computational angle of the second detection signal b lies in the third area E3, then the control unit
2 reads the first detection signal a and the second detection signal b from the memory 3, and determines an averaged
amplitude so that the computational angle of the read second detection signal b is 5 in relation to the computation angle
of the read first detection signal a, which is 5.
[0054] Thus, the control unit 2 detects the fine rotational angle of the steering wheel in the first area E1 through the
third area E3 by using the computational angles determined for the first area E1 through the third area E3, respectively.
[0055] Thereafter, based on the detected rotational direction, coarse rotational angle, and fine rotational angle of the
steering wheel, the control unit 2 creates detection information indicating the rotational direction and the rotational angle
with respect to the neutral position of the steering wheel, and supplies the detection information to the controller 4 via
the LAN bus line 6.
[0056] Based on the supplied detection information, the controller 4 decides on and detailedly carries out the control
of the controlled device 5, e.g., an automotive suspension, or the control of an automatic transmission.
[0057] In this embodiment, the example has been described in which the first area E1, the second area E2, and the
third area E3 are defined on the basis of the amplitude of the second detection signal b. Alternatively, however, the first
area E1 through the third area E3 may be defined on the basis of the amplitude of the first detection signal a. However,
if the amplitude of the first detection signal a is used, then the weighting coefficients applied to the amplitudes of the first
detection signal a and the second detection signal b, respectively, will be reversed from those in the case described
above, to determine the averaged computational angles in the first area E1 through the third area E3.
[0058] Thus, according to the embodiment, to detect the fine rotational angle of the steering wheel by the control unit
2, the first area E1 through the third area E3 are defined for the amplitudes of the second or first detection signal. The
fine rotational angle of the steering wheel is detected by employing the averaged computational angle obtained by
imparting predetermined weighting coefficients to the computational angle of the second or first detection signal and the
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computational angle of the first or second detection signal when the second or first detection signal lies in the first area
E1 through the third area E3. Therefore, even if the linear slope portion of the second or the first detection signal or the
linear slope portion of the first or the second detection signals includes a small rotational angle detection error, the
rotational angle detection value can be obtained with less influence of the rotational angle detection error.
[0059] In the embodiment discussed above, to weight the amplitude of the first detection signal a and the amplitude
of the second detection signal b, the first area E1, the second area E2, and the third area E3 are defined on the basis
of the amplitude of one of the above detection signals, and the weighting coefficients are set for the first area E1 through
the third area E3. In another embodiment, however, the weighting coefficients may be set and determined on the basis
of the tilt or slope in terms of differential values of the amplitudes of the first detection signal a and the second detection
signal b, as it will be discussed hereinafter.
[0060] Fig. 5 is an enlarged signal waveform diagram showing an enlarged view of the angle areas (360 degrees)
equivalent to one cycle of each of the first detection signal and the second detection signal.
[0061] Referring to Fig. 5, the axis of ordinates indicates the amplitude or voltage value in volts (V), and the axis of
abscissa indicates the angle value in degrees. Reference character a denotes the first detection signal (a sine wave
signal), and reference character b denotes the second detection signal (a cosine wave signal).
[0062] Fig. 6 is a characteristic diagram showing a table of the amplitudes in terms of voltage values, angle values,
and tilts in terms of differential values of the first detection signal a and the second detection signal b in the angle areas
shown in Fig. 5.
[0063] In Fig. 6, the numeral columns on the left side indicate the amplitudes (in voltage values), the angle values,
and tilts (in differential values) of the first detection signal (the sine wave signal) a, while the numeral columns on the
right side indicate the amplitudes (in voltage values), the angle values, and tilts (in differential values) of the second
detection signal (the sine wave signal) b.
[0064] As shown in Fig. 5 and Fig. 6, the zero-degree angle value is obtained at a voltage value of 2.5 V in the first
detection signal a, while the zero-degree angle value is obtained at a voltage value of 0.5 V in the second detection
signal b. As is obvious from Fig. 6, when the voltage value of the second detection signal b is 0.5 V, a 2.5-degree angle
shift results even if a voltage value shift is only 0.0019 V. In the case of the first detection signal a, the 2.5-degree angle
shift requires a voltage value shift of 0.0872 V. Thus, the first detection signal a and the second detection signal b have
different angle shifts with respect to the shifts in voltage value. Preferably, therefore, the detection signal having a smaller
angle shift with respect to the shift in voltage value is used to detect an angle. For this purpose, the first detection signal
a and the second detection signal b must be replaced in turn to perform angle detection.
[0065] However, the angle detection is carried out by replacing the first detection signal a and the second detection
signal b, if an error is included in an angle detection value based on the first detection signal a and/or an angle detection
value based on the second detection signal b at a replacing point, then a discontinuous angle detection value is obtained
at a replacing point, thus preventing an accurate angle detection value from being obtained.
[0066] To avoid the aforesaid problem, in this embodiment, the tilts of the first detection signal a and the second
detection signal b are computed, and the weighting coefficients for the first detection signal a and the second detection
signal b are determined on the basis of the computed tilt values so as to eliminate the discontinuity in the angle detection
values at a replacing point.
[0067] More specifically, if the angle value computed based on the voltage value of the first detection signal a is
denoted as θA, the tilt is denoted as ∆A, the angle value computed based on the voltage value of the second detection
signal b is denoted as θB, and the tilt is denoted as ∆B, then the angle to be determined that is denoted as θ can be
obtained by the expression given below: 

[0068] To be more specific, as shown by the line of numerals indicated by one circle in Fig. 6, when the voltage value
of the first detection signal a is 2.5 V, angle value θA is zero degrees, and tilt ∆A is 1.0000. Furthermore, when the
voltage value of the second detection signal b is 0.5 V, the angle value θB is zero degrees, and tilt ∆B is 0.0000; therefore: 

[0069] Thus, tilt ∆A of the first detection signal a is large, and the angle shift thereof in relation to the variations in
voltage value is small, while tilt ∆B of the second detection signal b is small, and the angle shift in relation to the variations
in voltage value is large. Based on the results, the weighting coefficient of the first detection signal a will be 1, and the
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weighting coefficient of the second detection signal b will be 0.
[0070] Referring back to Fig. 6, as shown by the line of numerals indicated by two circles in the table, when the voltage
value of the first detection signal a is 3.9142 V, angle value θA is 45.0 degrees, and tilt ∆A is 0.7071. Furthermore, when
the voltage value of the second detection signal b is 1.0858 V, the angle value θB is 54.0 degrees, and tilt ∆B is 0.7071;
therefore: 

[0071] Thus, tilt ∆A of the first detection signal a is equal to tilt ∆B of the second detection signal b; hence, the angle
shifts in relation to the variations in voltage value will be the same. Based on the results, the weighting coefficient of the
first detection signal a will be 0.5, and the weighting coefficient of the second detection signal b will be 0.5.
[0072] As shown by the line of numerals indicated by the three circles in Fig. 6, when the voltage value of the first
detection signal a is 4.5 V, angle value θA is 90.0 degrees, and tilt ∆A is 0.0000. Furthermore, when the voltage value
of the second detection signal b is 2.5 V, the angle value θB is 90.0 degrees, and tilt ∆B is 1.0000; therefore: 

[0073] Thus, tilt ∆A of the first detection signal a is small, and the angle shift thereof in relation to the variations in
voltage value is large, while tilt ∆B of the second detection signal b is large, and the angle shift in relation to the variations
in voltage value is small. Based on the results, the weighting coefficient of the first detection signal a will be 0, and the
weighting coefficient of the second detection signal b will be 1.
[0074] Furthermore, the weighting coefficients for the first detection signal a and the second detection signal b can
be determined by performing the foregoing computation on each of angle values θA and θB ranging from 0 degrees to
45.0 degrees and from 45.0 degrees to 90.0 degrees, respectively. Accordingly, the computational angles of the first
detection signal a and the second detection signal b can be replaced in a state wherein there is no discontinuity in angle
detection values at replacing points.
[0075] Thus, according to the present invention, when detecting the fine rotational angles of a rotating member on the
basis of the amplitudes of the first detection signal and the second detection signal, the first detection signal and the
second detection signal are weighted, and the weighting is changed according to the area of the rotational angle of the
rotating member. Therefore, by selecting proper weighting coefficients and rotational angle areas, rotational angle de-
tection values can be obtained with less influences of a rotational angle detection error even if a slight rotational angle
detection error is included in the linear slope portion of one detection signal or the other detection signal. This permits
a rotational angle detecting apparatus with high accuracy to be achieved.

Claims

1. A rotational angle detecting apparatus comprising:

a rotor (8) connected to a rotating member;
a rotation detector (1) for successfully detecting, as the rotor (8) rotates, a first sinusoidal detection signal and
a second sinusoidal detection signal that have a predetermined amplitude, the same cycle, and a phase differ-
ence of substantially a quarter wavelength;
a memory (3) for storing the first detection signal and the second detection signal; and
a control unit (2), for determining the rotational angle of the rotating member on the basis of a first detection
signal and a second detection signal;
characterized in that
the control unit (2) sets the weighting coefficients of the first detection signal and the second detection signal
to the slopes of the first detection signal and the second detection signal for the same rotational angle, and
calculates the rotational angle θ on the basis of the average amplitude determined by using the weighting
coefficients.
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2. A rotational angle detecting apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the rotational angle θ is calculated by the following equation: 

where θ is the rotational angle, θA is an angle value determined in accordance with the amplitude of the first detection
signal for a predetermined rotational angle, θB is an angle value determined in accordance with the amplitude of
the second detection signal for the predetermined rotational angle, ∆A is the slope of the angle value θA according
to the first detection signal, and ∆B is the slope of the angle value θB according to the second detection signal.

3. A rotational angle detecting apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the rotating member is an automotive steering
shaft, and the first detection signal and the second detection signal detect the steering angle of the steering shaft
in cooperation with a third detection signal indicating a coarse rotational angle of the full rotation of the steering shaft.

4. A rotational angle detecting apparatus according to claim 3, wherein a detection signal of the steering angle is
supplied to a controller via a local area network bus line provide in a car.

Patentansprüche

1. Drehwinkeldetektionsvorrichtung, aufweisend:

einen Rotor (8), der mit einem Drehelement verbunden ist;
einen Drehdetektor (1) zum erfolgreichen Detektieren, wenn sich der Rotor (8) dreht, eines ersten sinusförmigen
Detektionssignals und eines zweiten sinusförmigen Detektionssignals, die eine vorbestimmte Amplitude, den
gleichen Zyklus und einen Phasenunterschied von im Wesentlichen einer viertel Wellenlänge haben;
einen Speicher (3) zum Speichern des ersten Detektionssignals und des zweiten Detektionssignals; und
eine Steuereinheit (2) zum Bestimmen des Drehwinkels des Drehelements auf der Basis eines ersten Detek-
tionssignals und eines zweiten Detektionssignals;
dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass die Steuereinheit (2) die Gewichtungskoeffizienten des ersten Detektionssignals und des zweiten Detek-
tionssignals an den Steigungen des ersten Detektionssignals und des zweiten Detektionssignals für den gleichen
Drehwinkel einstellt und den Drehwinkel θ auf der Basis der Durchschnittsamplitude berechnet, die unter Ver-
wendung der Gewichtungskoeffizienten bestimmt wird.

2. Drehwinkeldetektionsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
wobei der Drehwinkel θ durch folgende Gleichung berechnet wird: 

wobei θ der Drehwinkel ist, θA ein in Abhängigkeit von der Amplitude des ersten Detektionssignals bestimmter
Winkelwert für einen vorbestimmten Drehwinkel ist, θB ein in Abhängigkeit von der Amplitude des zweiten Detek-
tionssignals bestimmter Winkelwert für den vorbestimmten Drehwinkel ist, ∆A die Steigung des Winkelwerts θA in
Abhängigkeit von dem ersten Detektionssignal ist und ∆B die Steigung des Winkelwerts θB in Abhängigkeit von
dem zweiten Detektionssignal ist.

3. Drehwinkeldetektionsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1,
wobei das Drehelement eine Lenkwelle eines Fahrzeugs ist und das erste Detektionssignal und das zweite Detek-
tionssignal in Zusammenwirkung mit einem dritten Detektionssignal, das einen groben Drehwinkel der vollen Dre-
hung der Lenkwelle anzeigt, den Lenkwinkel der Lenkwelle detektieren.

4. Drehwinkeldetektionsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 3,
wobei ein Detektionssignal des Lenkwinkels über eine in einem Auto vorhandene Busleitung eines lokalen Netzwerks
einer Steuereinrichtung zugeführt wird.
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Revendications

1. Dispositif détecteur d’angle de rotation comprenant :

un rotor (8) relié à un élément rotatif ;
un détecteur de rotation (1) pour réussir à détecter, pendant que le rotor (8) tourne, un premier signal de détection
sinusoïdal et un second signal de détection sinusoïdal ayant une amplitude prédéterminée, le même cycle et
une différence de phase sensiblement d’un quart de longueur d’onde ;
une mémoire (3) pour enregistrer le premier signal de détection et le second signal de détection ; et
une unité de commande (2) pour déterminer l’angle de rotation de l’élément rotatif en se basant sur un premier
signal de détection et un second signal de détection ;
caractérisé en ce que
l’unité de commande (2) détermine les coefficients de pondération du premier signal de détection et du second
signal de détection aux pentes du premier signal de détection et du second signal de détection pour le même
angle de rotation, et calcule l’angle de rotation θ en se basant sur l’amplitude moyenne déterminée en utilisant
les coefficients de pondération.

2. Dispositif détecteur d’angle de rotation selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel l’angle de rotation θ est calculé par l’équation suivante : 

où θ est l’angle de rotation, θA est la valeur d’un angle déterminée en fonction de l’amplitude du premier signal de
détection pour un angle de rotation prédéterminé, θB est la valeur d’un angle déterminée en fonction de l’amplitude
du second signal de détection pour l’angle de rotation prédéterminé, ∆A est la pente de la valeur de l’angle θA en
fonction du premier signal de détection et ∆B est la pente de la valeur de l’angle θB en fonction du second signal
de détection.

3. Dispositif détecteur d’angle de rotation selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
l’élément rotatif est un arbre de direction d’automobile, et le premier signal de détection et le second signal de
détection détectent l’angle de direction de l’arbre de direction en coopération avec un troisième signal de détection
indiquant un angle de rotation grossier de la rotation complète de l’arbre de direction.

4. Dispositif détecteur d’angle de rotation selon la revendication 3, dans lequel
un signal de détection de l’angle de direction est délivré à un contrôleur par l’intermédiaire d’une ligne de bus d’un
réseau local prévu dans une automobile.
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