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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a threaded im-
plant intended to be screwed into bone, preferably into
jawbone. In the screwed-in position, the implant is intend-
ed to support at least one spacer element. The implant
has a socket arrangement which can cooperate on the
one hand with a tool, for screwing it in, and on the other
hand with the respective spacer element for screwing the
latter on securely when the implant is in position.

PRIOR ART

[0002] Implants of the type in question can be provided
with a part which projects upwards from the upper contact
surface of the implant which is designed with a wrench
grip which can be used when the implant is being screwed
into the hole made, for example, in jawbone. The upward-
ly projecting part can also receive and fix in position (inter
alia in the direction of rotation) the spacer element and,
if appropriate, any attachments on the latter. When the
implant is being screwed in, relatively high torsion forces
(for example torsion forces of the order of 50 - 100 Newton
centimetres) may be needed, which in itself requires spe-
cial measures to be taken in respect of the implant ar-
rangement. When the implant is being screwed in or in-
serted, so-called fixture holders are often used which
constitute a form of intermediate element which is
screwed securely into or onto the implant, which, by virtue
of this, can obtain a temporary tool attachment. An ex-
isting wrench grip according to the above, which is rela-
tively low, does not then need to be used at least at high
insertion forces and in positions where it is difficult to
access and use the whole height of the low wrench grip.
The wrench grip does not need to be used as tool attach-
ment, and because the fixture holder is screwed securely
into or onto the implant, a stable locking is obtained be-
tween the fixture holder and the wrench grip. The use of
a fixture holder or intermediate element also has the ad-
vantage that the implant in question can be supported,
that is to say secured, by the tightening machine used
for inserting the implant, and this, together with an often
more reliable and simpler tightening function, means that
the technique using the fixture holder has hitherto pre-
dominated.
[0003] General reference is made to the PCT specifi-
cations WO 98/12982 and 98/31296.
[0004] Reference is also made to US Patent 4 960 381
which relates to a completely different type of implant,
namely a type which does not have the part projecting
upwards from the contact surface for the spacer attach-
ment according to the above, and where instead the tool
and spacer element sockets have been combined in a
common position inside the implant.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

TECHNICAL PROBLEM

[0005] In order to achieve high torque transmission
forces despite the small dimensions which exist in con-
nection with implants, it is advantageous if the orientation
of the drive surfaces on the tool socket and corresponding
acting surfaces on the tool are arranged such that they
extend as radially as possible. Thus, for example, with
two cooperating polygons, see the case above with a
wrench grip on an upwardly projecting part, there is al-
ways a wedging effect between the tool and the socket,
which means that the stability is limited, especially in the
tool socket if, as in this case, for reasons of biocompat-
ibility, it is not possible to use hard materials in the im-
plant, that is to say in the tool socket. The invention aims
to solve these problems among others.
[0006] There are also disadvantages with using the
above-mentioned fixture holders. Among other things,
extra torque is needed for mounting and dismantling the
respective fixture holder onto or from the respective im-
plant. In addition, the torque which can be transmitted
between fixture/implant and fixture holder is limited. Ex-
ceeding the admissible torque can lead to great difficul-
ties when removing the fixture holder, which means that
the fixture has to be reversed. Another defect which can
arise is that the hexagon of the fixture is so greatly de-
formed that attachment of the spacer is made difficult or
impossible, which means that the insertion and healing
procedure has to be repeated. The invention also solves
this set of problems by taking the technique in new di-
rections.
[0007] It is also essential to be able to use conventional
and well proven spacer elements. It is of great importance
that such spacer elements can be used for reasons of
compatibility and that they are well proven. The invention
also solves this problem.
[0008] The tool socket must be able to withstand high
torques in accordance with the above, and at the same
time it is advantageous that the tool and the tool socket
are designed so that a support function is made possible.
The invention solves this problem too.
[0009] Using an internal fixture socket as spacer at-
tachment (cf. the US patent specification mentioned
above) can cause problems in obtaining sufficient stabil-
ity of the spacer element. A spacer element in this context
must have a projecting part which cooperates with the
recess in the fixture. To lock the spacer in place with a
screw connection, this projecting part must be made hol-
low so that a screw can pass through. This greatly re-
duces the stability. If the spacers are intended to coop-
erate with the internal tool socket, the spacers become
very expensive and difficult to manufacture. It is also dif-
ficult or quite impossible to manufacture, at a reasonable
cost, a socket of this kind when the aim is to ensure that
the outer surface of the spacer element will form a smooth
transition from the implant. The invention solves this
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problem too, with the realization that the spacer socket
as such does not have any requirements, or only mini-
mum requirements, in respect of torque transmission and
instead it essentially constitutes a positioning instrument.
[0010] When internal fixture sockets are used as spac-
er attachments, there is also the problem of achieving
sufficient stability of the spacer elements. The invention
solves this problem too.

SOLUTION

[0011] The feature which can principally be regarded
as characterizing a threaded implant in accordance with
what has been stated above is that the socket arrange-
ment comprises two geometrically separate sockets, of
which the first socket can cooperate with the tool and the
second socket permits rotational locking of the spacer
element against the contact surface of the implant.
[0012] The second socket comprises a hexagon sock-
et. The latter can thus be assigned a spacer element in
accordance with the previously used technique, and
known and well proven spacer element structures can
be used. The first socket can be arranged directly in the
implant and thus not via the above-discussed fixture hold-
ers. The first socket can also be made internal and the
second socket external. The second socket is arranged
on a part projecting upwards from the contact surface of
the implant, and the first socket is located essentially in
the said projecting part, that is to say essentially above
the contact surface of the implant. In an alternative em-
bodiment, the first socket can be lowered inside the im-
plant. The first socket can moreover comprise a number,
preferably 4 - 6, of drive surfaces which can be acted on
by the tool and which are arranged with salient or essen-
tially radial extents. In further embodiments, the first
socket can be arranged to accept a relatively high torque
transmission force from the tool and at the same time
have small dimensions in relation to the size of the im-
plant and the internal socket. The first socket can also
be arranged to permit a bearing function by means of the
tool while it is being moved and used, for example a bear-
ing function of the type which is described in the said WO
98/12982.

ADVANTAGES

[0013] By means of what has been described above,
it is no longer necessary to integrate the tool and spacer
element sockets. These can each be made optimal and
by means of the geometrical separation it is possible to
ensure that application of force which has been effected
in the tool socket does not mechanically affect or destroy
the spacer element socket, which can therefore instead
be used for precise positioning of the spacer element.
An undamaged spacer element socket also contributes
to a fully satisfactory implantation result. There is there-
fore no risk of the spacer socket being damaged and of
the work of implantation and healing having to be repeat-

ed. The tool socket can be designed in a manner known
per se, see specifications cited above, to permit simple
bearing of the implant by means of the screwing tool (bore
machine) used. The tool can be manufactured to meet
high precision demands, which is economically defensi-
ble since the tool can be used for a very large number of
implant fittings.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0014] A presently proposed embodiment of a thread-
ed implant will be described below with reference to the
attached drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows, in a side view and partial longitudinal
section, an example of a threaded implant which has
the tool and spacer element sockets geometrically
separated,

Figure 2 shows a top view of the implant according
to Figure 1,

Figure 3 shows a side view of the implant according
to Figure 1, where a spacer element is arranged on
the spacer element socket,

Figure 4 shows a side view of the tool by means of
which an implant according to Figures 1 - 3 can be
screwed into a hole in the jawbone,

Figure 5 shows a side view and partial cutaway view
of the front parts of the tool 3 where the tool exerts
a support function on an implant according to Figure
1,

Figure 6 shows a top view of the application of the
tool according to Figure 4 in the tool socket in the
implant, where the tool and the implant assume a
starting position,

Figure 7 shows a top view of the stage in which the
tool has been turned in relation to the implant com-
pared to Figure 6,

Figure 8 shows an enlarged view of the cooperation
between the front part of the tool and the groove side
walls of the tool socket, and

Figure 9 shows a view corresponding to Figure 8,
but with the drive force directions indicated.

DETAILED EMBODIMENT

[0015] Figures 1 and 2 show an example of a type of
implant 1 which the present invention is intended to be
used on. The implant has, inter alia, a part 2 which
projects upwards above the top surface or contact sur-
face 3 of the implant. The upwardly projecting part 2 is
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provided with a wrench grip 4 in the form of a hexagon.
[0016] Arranged on the top surface and polygon there
is a spacer element 5 which can be of a type known per
se, se Figure 3, and will therefore not be described in
detail here. Arranged inside the upwardly projecting part
and the implant there are internal axial groves 6 which
can alternatively have a position 6’ lower down in the
implant. The grooves have a height H and extend from
the top surface 2a of the upwardly projecting part 2. The
height of the upwardly projecting part above the contact
surface 3 is indicated by h. The height H exceeds the
height h and the grooves thus come to extend both in the
upwardly projecting part and in the implant body situated
below the latter. The implant also has an external thread
1a and bone chip hollows 1b, 1c. In addition, there is a
front conical part 1d, and the thus threaded implant, which
is designed to be self-tapping, is intended to be screwed
into a hole prepared in the jawbone. The type of implant
is well known as such and will therefore not be described
in detail here.
[0017] The axial inner grooves 6 are arranged to be
used as a tool socket for a tool which is described below.
The polygon 4 is intended to be used as a spacer element
socket for the element 5, which in a known manner com-
prises a spacer sleeve 7 and a locking screw 8 which
cooperates with an inner bore 8’ in the upper part of the
implant. The active part of the tool socket is situated es-
sentially in or near the upwardly projecting part 2 and can
therefore be regarded as corresponding to the said height
h.
[0018] Figure 4 shows a tool part 9 which can be cou-
pled to an electrically operated or otherwise operated
(pneumatically, hydraulically, etc.) motor (not shown) via
its upper part 9a which has an attachment for the drive
motor. At its other end, the tool is provided with cup-like
recesses 10 for forming wing-shaped elements 11. A
cone angle α is chosen at about 5°, for example 5.5°.
The recesses in this case have a length of about 5 mm
and the diameter is about 2.5 mm.
[0019] Figure 5 shows the cooperation between the
tool 9 and the tool socket of the implant. By means of a
cone shape 12 on the front part of the tool, a bearing
function for the implant 1’ is obtained via the axial grooves
6.
[0020] In Figure 5, the recesses of the tool are indicated
by 10 and the wing-shaped elements by 11. The recesses
have curved bottom parts. The number of recesses and
wings in this embodiment is six. The axial grooves 6 in
the upwardly projecting part 2 of the implant 1 have
shapes which correspond to the outer shapes of the
wings. Figure 6 shows the case where the tool has been
applied with the wings 11 in the grooves 6, but where it
has not yet begun to be turned.
[0021] In Figure 7, the tool has begun to be turned so
that the side surfaces 11b of the wings 11 function as
drive surfaces against the groove side walls 6b in the
upwardly projecting part 2 (see Figure 5). The grooves
are situated in relation to each other at an angle of α’

which in the present case is 60°. The side walls 11b act
on the groove walls 6b as a result of the turning movement
essentially in a tangential direction, which is shown by
the arrows 13 in Figure 9. The side surfaces of the wing-
shaped elements are, like the groove surfaces, also
curved and, during the driving or the drive function, the
curved surfaces bear against each other across exten-
sive parts or areas 14a and 14b, which are shown in
Figure 8. The length of the said extensive parts corre-
sponds essentially to the groove depth of the said
grooves. It will be seen from the figure that the greater
part of the said surfaces is located above the upper con-
tact surface of the implant body. Figure 9 also indicates
the direction of extension 15 of the contact surface com-
pared to the actual radial direction 16 of the drive plane.
[0022] The invention is not limited to the embodiment
given above by way of example, but can be modified
within the scope of the attached patent claims and the
inventive concept.

Claims

1. Threaded implant (1) intended to be screwed into
the jawbone for supporting at least one spacer ele-
ment (5), and having a socket arrangement which
can cooperate on the one hand with a tool (9), for
screwing it in, and on the other hand with the spacer
element (5) for securing the latter in the applied po-
sition against a contact surface (3) of the implant,
characterized in that the arrangement comprises
two geometrically separate sockets, of which the first
socket (6,6’) can cooperate with the tool (9) and the
second socket (4) permits rotational locking of the
spacer element (5) against the said contact surface
(3), wherein the second socket (4) comprises a hex-
agon socket.

2. Implant according to claim 1, characterized in that
the first socket is internal and the second socket is
external.

3. Implant according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the second socket is arranged
on a part (2) projecting upwards from the contact
surface (3) of the implant.

4. Implant according to claim 3, characterized in that
the first socket is located essentially adjoining the
said upwardly projecting part (2).

5. Implant according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the first socket is located in-
side the implant.

6. Implant according to claim 5, characterized in that
the first socket extends from the top surface (2a) of
the upwardly projecting part (2).
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7. Implant according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the first socket comprises a
number, preferably 4-6, of drive surfaces (6b) which
can be acted on by the tool (9) and which are ar-
ranged with salient or essentially radial extents.

8. Implant according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the first socket is arranged to
permit a bearing function by means of the tool.

Patentansprüche

1. Implantat mit Gewinde (1), das in den Kieferknochen
eingeschraubt werden soll, um wenigstens ein Ab-
standselement (5) zu tragen, und das eine Aufnah-
meanordnung hat, die einerseits mit einem Werk-
zeug (9) zum Einschrauben desselben und anderer-
seits mit dem Abstandselement (5) zum Befestigen
des zuletzt genannten in der an einer Kontaktfläche
(3) des Implantats anliegenden Position, zusam-
menwirken kann, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Anordnung zwei geometrisch separate Aufnah-
meteile aufweist, von denen das erste Aufnahmeteil
(6, 6’) mit dem Werkzeug (9) zusammenwirken kann
und das zweite Aufnahmeteil (4) eine Rotationssper-
rung des Abstandselementes (5) gegenüber der
Kontaktflache (3) erlaubt, wobei das zweite Aufnah-
meelement (4) ein Sechseckaufnahmeteil umfasst..

2. Implantat nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass das erste Aufnahmeelement innen liegend
und das zweite Aufnahmeelement außen liegend ist.

3. Implantat nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das zweite Auf-
nahmeelement an einem Teil (2) angeordnet ist, der
an der Kontaktfläche (3) des Implantats nach oben
vorsteht.

4. Implantat nach Anspruch 5, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass das erste Aufnahmeelement im Wesent-
lichen anschließend an den nach oben vorstehen-
den Teil (2) angeordnet ist.

5. Implantat nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass erste Aufnahmee-
lement im Inneren des Implantats liegt.

6. Implantat nach Anspruch 6, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass das erste Aufnahmeelement sich von der
Oberseite (2a) des nach oben vorstehenden Teils
(2) ausgehend erstreckt.

7. Implantat nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das erste Aufnah-
meelement eine Anzahl von, vorzugsweise 4 - 6, An-
triebsflächen (6b) aufweist, auf die durch das Werk-

zeug (9) eingewirkt werden kann, und die mit vor-
springenden oder im Wesentlichen radialen Ausdeh-
nungen angeordnet sind.

8. Implantat nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das erste Aufnah-
meelement so angeordnet ist, dass es eine Trage-
funktion durch das Werkzeug zulässt.

Revendications

1. Implant fileté (1) visant à être vissé dans l’os de la
mâchoire pour soutenir au moins un élément écar-
teur (5), et ayant un ensemble d’emboîtures qui peut
coopérer d’une part avec un outil (9), pour le visser,
et d’autre part avec l’élément écarteur (5) pour fixer
ce dernier dans la position appliquée contre une sur-
face de contact (3) de l’implant, caractérisé en ce
que l’ensemble comprend deux emboîtures géomé-
triquement séparées, la première emboîture (6,6’)
pouvant coopérer avec l’outil (9) et la seconde em-
boîture (4) permettant un verrouillage en rotation de
l’élément écarteur (5) contre ladite surface de con-
tact (3), dans lequel la deuxième emboîture (4) com-
prend une emboîture hexagonale.

2. Implant selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que la première emboîture est interne et la seconde
emboîture est externe.

3. Implant selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que la seconde em-
boîture est arrangée sur un élément (2) se projetant
vers le haut depuis la surface de contact (3) de l’im-
plant.

4. Implant selon la revendication 3, caractérisé en ce
que la première emboîture est située sensiblement
joignant ladite partie se projetant vers le haut (2).

5. Implant selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que la première em-
boîture est située à l’intérieur de l’implant.

6. Implant selon la revendication 5, caractérisé en ce
que la première emboîture s’étend depuis la surface
supérieure (2a) de la partie se projetant vers le haut
(2).

7. Implant selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que la première em-
boîture comprend un nombre, de préférence 4-6, de
surfaces de commande (6b) qui peuvent être action-
nées par l’outil (9) et qui sont arrangées avec des
extensions saillantes ou sensiblement radiales.

8. Implant selon l’une quelconque des revendications
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précédentes, caractérisé en ce que la première em-
boîture est arrangée pour permettre une fonction
d’appui au moyen de l’outil.
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