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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to communication systems, communication methods, and data processing ap-
paratuses, and in particular, to a communication system, a communication method, and a data processing apparatus
which enable various types of short-range communication, which match needs, etc.

Background Art

[0002] For example, an IC (Integrated Circuit) system is widely known as a system for performing short-range com-
munication. In an IC card system, a so-called RF (Radio Frequency) field is formed such that a reader/writer generates
electromagnetic waves. When an IC card is brought close to the reader/writer, the IC card is supplied with power through
electromagnetic induction and performs data transfer between it and the reader/writer (see, for example, Japanese
Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 10-13312).
[0003] Presently implemented specifications of IC card systems include, for example, those called Type A, Type B,
and Type C.
[0004] Type A is employed as the MIFARE method of Philips. For data transmission from a reader/writer to an IC
card, Miller-based data encoding is performed. For data transmission from an IC card to a reader/writer, Manchester-
based data encoding is performed. Also, in Type A, 106 kbps (kilo bit per second) is employed as a data transfer rate:
[0005] In Type B, for data transmission from a reader/writer to an IC card, data encoding based on NRZ is performed,
while, for data transmission from an IC card to a reader/writer, data encoding based on NRZ-L is performed. Also, in
Type B, 106 kbps is employed as a data transfer rate.
[0006] Type C is employed as the Felica method of Sony Corporation, the present Applicant. For data transmission
from a reader/writer to an IC card, Manchester-based data encoding is performed. In Type C, 212 kbps is employed as
a data transfer rate.
[0007] Accordingly, when considering, for example, the transfer rates, Types A (or B) and C differ in transfer rate.
Thus, use of an IC card based on the other type in a service in which Type A or C is employed is difficult since users
may become confused, etc.
[0008] Also, it is expected that IC card systems enabling data transmission at, for example, 424 kbps and 848 kbps
will appear. In such a case, it is required that compatibility with the existing IC card system be achieved.
[0009] In addition, conventionally, a reader/writer transmits data to an IC card by modulating (a carrier corresponding
to) electromagnetic waves generated by the reader/writer, and the IC card transmits data to the reader/writer by performing
load modulation on (a carrier corresponding to) electromagnetic waves generated by the IC card. Thus, even if IC cards
exchange data, it is required that a reader/writer be provided therebetween.
[0010] However, from now, it is expected that the need for IC cards themselves to generate electromagnetic waves
and to directly exchange data will increase.
[0011] WO 02/33644 A discloses a contact-free integrated circuit reader operating by inductive coupling. Means are
provided for modulating, based on the data to be transmitted, the amplitude of an antenna signal for an antenna circuit.
The reader comprises means for simulating the operation of a contact-free integrated circuit designed to inhibit the
application of an excitation signal to the antenna circuit and to apply to the antenna circuit, when the data are to be
transmitted, a load modulating signal adapted to disturb a magnetic field emitted by another reader of the contact-free
integrated circuit and to be detected by the other reader of the contact-free integrated circuit. The arrangement is
applicable to data transmission between two contact-free integrated circuit readers. This prior art is acknowledged in
the preamble of the independent claims.
[0012] EP 1 001 366 A2 discloses an electronic identification system comprising an interrogator and a plurality of
responders. The interrogator comprises a transmitter for transmitting an interrogation signal to the transponders; a
receiver for receiving response signals from the transponders; and a controller for processing response signals received,
to identify the transponders by their respective response signals. Each transponder comprises a signature generator for
generating a unique signature characteristic of the transponder and intermittently transmits, in response to the interro-
gation signal, a response signal including the signature.
[0013] JP-A-8 263 608 discloses a system for switching a protocol by a request from an external device when it cannot
be executed in a normal fashion, and to improve the processing speed of a system consisting of a portable electronic
device and the external device. A card transaction device is configured to transmit a request for switching a protocol to
one using a transmission speed that is currently used by the card transaction device. When response data is not received
by the card transaction device, the protocol switching request is sent again repeatedly.
[0014] JP-A-7 296 125 discloses a system for reducing the load of a reader/writer by simply transmitting signals
between an external host device and a non-contact integrated circuit card without providing a processing function for a
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command or the transmitted/received result corresponding to the non-contact integrated circuit card and a control means.
[0015] JP-A-5 120 497 discloses an identification system comprising a write/read control unit for transferring data to
a memory card with different frequencies used as carriers. In the memory card, first and second reception parts are
provided to receive a signal, and a signal switch-over means is provided to switch the signal between reception parts
based upon a reception level. Further, a demodulation circuit is provided for demodulating the signal for reading com-
mands and data.

Disclosure of Invention

[0016] The present invention is made in view of such circumstances, and enables various types of near field commu-
nication. The scope of the invention is defined in the appended claims.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0017]

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing the configuration of an embodiment of a communication system to which the present
invention is applied.
Fig. 2 is an illustration of a passive mode.
Fig. 3 is an illustration of an active mode.
Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing an example of an NFC communication apparatus 1.
Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing an example of a demodulating unit 13.
Fig. 6 is a block diagram showing an example of a modulating unit 19.
Fig. 7 is a block diagram showing another example of the demodulating unit 13.
Fig. 8 is a block diagram showing an example of still another example of the demodulating unit 13.
Fig. 9 is a timing chart illustrating initial RFCA processing.
Fig. 10 is a timing chart illustrating active RFCA processing.
Fig. 11 is an illustration of SDD processing.
Fig. 12 is an illustration of a list of commands and responses.
Fig. 13 is a flowchart illustrating a process of an NFC communication apparatus.
Fig. 14 is a flowchart showing a passive-mode-initiator process.
Fig. 15 is a flowchart showing a passive-mode-target process.
Fig. 16 is a flowchart showing a process of an active-mode-initiator process.
Fig. 17 is a flowchart showing a process of an active-mode-target process.
Fig. 18 is a flowchart showing a passive-mode-initiator communication process.
Fig. 19 is a flowchart showing a passive-mode-initiator communication process.
Fig. 20 is a flowchart showing a passive-mode-target communication process.
Fig. 21 is a flowchart showing an active-mode-initiator communication process.
Fig. 22 is a flowchart showing an active-mode-initiator communication process.
Fig. 23 is a flowchart showing an active-mode-target communication process.
Fig. 24 is a flowchart illustrating common initialization and SDD performed by an NFC communication apparatus.
Fig. 25 is a flowchart illustrating initialization and SDD performed by an initiator.
Fig. 26 is a timing chart illustrating initialization in an active mode.
Fig. 27 is a flowchart illustrating an activation protocol in a passive mode.
Fig. 28 is a flowchart illustrating an activation protocol in an active mode.
Fig. 29 is an illustration of NFCIP-1 protocol commands and responses to the commands.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0018] Embodiments of the present invention are described below with reference to the drawings.
[0019] Fig. 1 shows the configuration of an embodiment of a communication system (the system represents a body
formed by logically connected apparatuses irrespective of whether or not the configurations of the apparatuses are within
a single housing) to which the present invention is applied.
[0020] In Fig. 1, the communication system is constituted by three NFC communication apparatuses 1, 2, and 3. The
NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 can perform near field communication (NFC) to one another which is based on
electromagnetic induction and which use carriers having a single frequency.
[0021] Here, as the frequency of the carriers used by the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3, for example, 13.56
MHz in the ISM (Industrial Scientific Medical) band, etc., can be used.
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[0022] Also, the near field communication represents communication that becomes possible when the distance be-
tween communicating apparatuses is within dozens of centimeters, and includes also communication that is performed
such that (the housings of) communicating apparatuses touch each other.
[0023] In the communication system in Fig. 1, among the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3, definitely, at least
one can be employed as a reader/writer, and another one or more can be employed as an IC card system with them as
IC cards. The NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 can be employed as communication systems such as PDAs
(Personal Digital Assistants), PCs (Personal Computers), cellular phones, and pens. In other words, the NFC commu-
nication apparatuses 1 to 3 are apparatus performing near field communication, and are not limited to IC cards and
reader/writers in an IC card system.
[0024] The NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 have two features firstly in that communication is possible in two
communication modes, and secondly in that data transmission based on a plurality of transfer rates is possible.
[0025] The two communication modes consist of a passive mode and an active mode. In the case of paying attention
to, for example, communication between the NFC communication apparatuses 1 and 2 among the NFC communication
apparatuses 1 to 3, in a passive mode, similarly to the above IC card system of the related art, one NFC communication
apparatus between the NFC communication apparatuses 1 and 2, for example, the NFC communication apparatus 1
transmits data to the NFC communication apparatus 2, which is the other NFC communication apparatus, by modulating
(a carrier corresponding to) electromagnetic waves that the NFC communication apparatus 1 itself generates, and the
NFC communication apparatus 2 transmits data to the NFC communication apparatus 1 by performing load modulation
on (the carrier corresponding to) electromagnetic waves that the NFC communication apparatus 1 generates.
[0026] On the other hand, in an active mode, either apparatus of the NFC communication apparatuses 1 and 2 transmits
data by modulating (a carrier corresponding to) electromagnetic waves generated by the apparatus.
[0027] Here, when near field communication based on electromagnetic induction is performed, an apparatus that
initiates communication by initially outputting electromagnetic waves, so to speak, an apparatus that takes control of
communication, is called an initiator. Near field communication is performed in a form in which the initiator transmits a
command to another communication party and the communication party sends back a response to the command. A
communication party that sends back a response to a command from the initiator is called a target.
[0028] For example, when it is assumed that the NFC communication apparatus 1 initiates output of electromagnetic
waves to initiate communication with the NFC communication apparatus 2, as Fig. 2 and Fig. 3 show, the NFC commu-
nication apparatus 1 is an initiator, and the NFC communication apparatus 2 is a target.
[0029] In the passive mode, as shown in Fig. 2, the NFC communication apparatus 1, which is the initiator, continues
to output electromagnetic waves, and transmits data to the NFC communication apparatus 2, which is the target, by
modulating the electromagnetic waves that the NFC communication apparatus 1 itself outputs. In addition, the NFC
communication apparatus 2 transmits data to the NFC communication apparatus 1 by performing load modulation on
the electromagnetic waves that the NFC communication apparatus 1, which is the initiator, outputs.
[0030] Alternatively, in the active mode, as shown in Fig. 3, when the NFC communication apparatus 1, which is the
initiator, transmits data, it initiates output of electromagnetic waves by itself, and transmits data to the NFC communication
apparatus 2, which is the target, by modulating the electromagnetic waves. The NFC communication apparatus 1 stops
outputting the electromagnetic waves after ending the transmission of the data. When the NFC communication apparatus
2 itself, which is the target, transmits data, it initiates output of electromagnetic waves, and transmits data to the NFC
communication apparatus 2, which is the target, by modulating the electromagnetic waves. The NFC communication
apparatus 2 stops outputting the electromagnetic waves after ending the transmission of the data.
[0031] The second feature that the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 can perform data transmission at a plurality
of transfer rates is described later.
[0032] Although, in Fig. 1, three NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 constitute the communication system, the
NFC communication apparatuses constituting the communication system are not limited to three, but may be two, or at
least four. In addition, the communication system can be constituted including, for example, an IC card and reader/writer
included in the IC card system of the related art, in addition to the NFC communication apparatuses.
[0033] Next, Fig. 4 shows an example of the NFC communication apparatus 1 in Fig. 1. A description of the other
NFC communication apparatuses 2 and 3 in Fig. 1 is omitted since they are also similar in configuration to the NFC
communication apparatus 1 in Fig. 4.
[0034] An antenna 11 is in the form of a closed loop coil, and outputs electromagnetic waves based on changes in a
current flowing in the coil. Changes in magnetic flux through the coil as the antenna 11 cause a current to flow in the
antenna 11.
[0035] A receiving unit 12 receives the current flowing in the antenna 11, performs tuning and detection, and outputs
a signal to a demodulating unit 13. The demodulating unit 13 demodulates the signal supplied from the receiving unit
12 and supplies the demodulated signal to a decoding unit 14. The decoding unit 14 decodes the signal supplied from
the demodulating unit 13, for example, a Manchester code or the like, and supplies a data processing unit 15 with data
obtained by the decoding.
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[0036] The data processing unit 15 performs predetermined processing based on the data supplied from the decoding
unit 14. Also, the data processing unit 15 supplies an encoding unit 16 with data to be transmitted to another apparatus.
[0037] The encoding unit 16 encodes the data supplied from the data processing unit 15 into, for example, a Manchester
code, and supplies the code to a selecting unit 17.
[0038] The selecting unit.17 selects either a modulating unit 19 or a load modulation unit 20, and outputs the signal
supplied from the encoding unit 16 to the selected unit.
[0039] At this time, under the control of a control unit 21, the selecting unit 17 selects the modulating unit 19 or the
load modulation unit 20. The control unit 21 controls the selecting unit 17 to select the load modulation unit 20 when the
communication mode is a passive mode, and the NFC communication apparatus 1 is a target. Also, when the commu-
nication mode is an active mode, or the communication mode is a passive mode and the NFC communication apparatus
1 is an initiator, the control unit 21 controls the selecting unit 17 to select the modulating unit 19. Accordingly, the signal
output by the encoding unit 16 is supplied to the load modulation unit 20 through the selecting unit 17 when the com-
munication mode is the passive mode and the NFC communication apparatus 1 is the target, and is supplied to the
modulating unit 19 through the selecting unit 17 in other cases.
[0040] An electromagnetic wave output unit 18 supplies the antenna 11 with a current for allowing the antenna 11 to
radiate (electromagnetic waves of) a carrier having a predetermined single frequency. In accordance with the signal
supplied from the selecting unit 17, the modulating unit 19 modulates the carrier as the current supplied to the antenna
11 by the electromagnetic wave output unit 18. This allows the antenna 11 to radiate carrier-modulated electromagnetic
waves in accordance with data output to the encoding unit 16 by the data processing unit 15.
[0041] The load modulation unit 20 changes, in accordance with the signal supplied from the selecting unit 17, an
impedance obtained when the coil as the antenna 11 is externally observed. When an RF field (magnetic field) is formed
around the antenna 11 such that another apparatus outputs electromagnetic waves as a carrier, the impedance, obtained
when the coil as the antenna 11 is observed, changes, whereby the RF field around the antenna 11 also changes.
[0042] This modulates the carrier as the electromagnetic waves output by the other apparatus in accordance with the
signal supplied from the selecting unit 17, and transmits, to the other apparatus outputting the electromagnetic waves,
the data output to the encoding unit 16 by the data processing unit 15.
[0043] Here, for example, Amplitude Shift Keying (ASK) can be employed as a modulation method in the modulating
unit 19 and the load modulation unit 20. However, the modulation method in the modulating unit 19 and the load modulation
unit 20 is not limited to ASK, but PSK (Phase Shift Keying), QAM (Quadrature Amplitude Modulation), etc., can be
employed.
[0044] The modulation factor of the amplitude is not limited to numeric values, such as 8% to 30%, 50%, and 100%,
but a suitable value may be selected.
[0045] The control unit 21 controls blocks constituting the NFC communication apparatus 1. A power supply unit 22
supplies necessary power to the blocks constituting the NFC communication apparatus 1. In Fig. 4, representation of
lines showing that the control unit 21 controls the blocks constituting the NFC communication apparatus 1, and repre-
sentation of lines showing that the load circuit 22 supplies power to the NFC communication apparatus 1 complicate
Fig. 4. Accordingly, the representations are omitted.
[0046] Although, in the above case, the decoding unit 14 and the encoding unit 16 can process the Manchester code
as employed in the above Type C, the decoding unit 14 and the encoding unit 16 can selectively process, not only the
Manchester code, but also one of plural types of codes such as a modified Miller code as employed in Type A and NRZ
as employed in Type C.
[0047] Next, Fig. 5 shows an example of the demodulating unit 13 in Fig. 4.
[0048] In Fig. 5, the demodulating unit 13 includes a selecting unit 31, N demodulating units 321 to 32N where N is 2
or greater, and a selecting unit 33.
[0049] Under the control of the control unit 21 (Fig. 4), the selecting unit 31 selects one demodulating unit 32n (n = 1,
2, ..., N) from among the N demodulating units 321 to 32N’ and supplies the selected demodulating unit 32n with the
signal output by the receiving unit 12.
[0050] The demodulating unit 32n demodulates a signal transmitted at the n-th transfer rate and supplies the demod-
ulated signal to the selecting unit 33. Here, the demodulating unit 32n and demodulating unit 32n, (n ≠ n’) demodulate
signals transmitted at different transfer rates. Accordingly, the demodulating unit 13 in Fig. 5 can demodulate signals
transmitted at N transfer rates from the first to the N-th. For example, 106 kbps, 212 kbps, 424 kbps, 848 kbps, etc., as
described above, can be employed as the N transfer rates. In other words, the N transfer rates can include, for example,
transfer rates already employed for near field communication such as the existing IC card systems and the other transfer
rates.
[0051] Under the control of the control unit 21, the selecting unit 33 selects one demodulating unit 32n from among
the N demodulating units 321 to 32N, and supplies the demodulated output obtained in the demodulating unit 32n to the
decoding unit 14.
[0052] In the demodulating unit 13 having the above-described configuration, the control unit 21 (Fig. 4) controls, for
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example, the selecting unit 31 to sequentially select the N demodulating units 321 to 32N, whereby each of the demod-
ulating units 321 to 32N is controlled to demodulate the signal supplied from the receiving unit 12 through the selecting
unit 31. The control unit 21 recognizes the demodulating unit 32n, which has successfully performed normal demodulation
of the signal supplied from the receiving unit 12 through the selecting unit 31, and controls the selecting unit 33 to select
the output of the demodulating unit 32n. Under the control of the control unit 21, the selecting unit 33 selects the
demodulating unit 32n, whereby the normal demodulated output obtained in the, demodulating unit 32n is supplied to
the decoding unit 14.
[0053] Accordingly, the demodulating unit 13 can demodulate a signal transmitted at an arbitrary transfer rate among
the N transfer rates.
[0054] Only when the demodulating units 321 to 32N have successfully performed normal demodulation can they
output demodulated outputs, and they can output nothing (for example, they have high impedance) if they have failed
to perform normal demodulation. In this case, the selecting unit 33 may output the logical sum of all the outputs of the
demodulating units 321 to 32N to the decoding unit 14.
[0055] Next, Fig. 6 shows an example of the modulating unit 19 in Fig. 4.
[0056] In Fig. 6, the modulating unit 19 includes a selecting unit 41, and N modulating units 421 to 42N where N is two
or greater, and a selecting unit 43.
[0057] Under the control of the control unit 21 (Fig. 4), the selecting unit 41 selects one modulating unit 42n (n = 1,
2,..., N) from among the N modulating units 421 to 42N and supplies the selected modulating unit 42n with a signal output
by the selecting unit 17 (Fig. 4).
[0058] In accordance with a signal supplied from the selecting unit 41, the modulating unit 42n modulates the carrier,
which is a current flowing in the antenna 11 after passing through the selecting unit 43, so that data transmission can
be performed at the n-th transfer rate.
At this time, the modulating unit 42n and a modulating unit 42n, (n ≠ n’) modulate the carrier at different transfer rates.
Accordingly, the modulating unit 19 in Fig. 6 can transmit data at N transfer rates from the first to N-th. As the N transfer
rates, transfer rates identical to those at which demodulation can be performed by the demodulating unit 13 in Fig. 5
can be employed.
[0059] Under the control of the control unit 21, the selecting unit 43 selects, from among the N modulating units 421
to 42N, the same modulating unit 42n selected by the selecting unit 41, and electrically connects the selected modulating
unit 42n and the antenna 11.
[0060] In the modulating unit 19 having the above-described configuration, the control unit 21 (Fig. 4) controls, for
example, the selecting unit 41 to sequentially selects the N modulating units 421 to 42N, whereby each of the modulating
units 421 to 42N is controlled to modulate a carrier, which is a current flowing in the antenna 11 after passing through
the selecting unit 43, in accordance with a signal supplied from the selecting unit 41.
[0061] Accordingly, the modulating unit 19 can transmit data by modulating the carrier so that data can be transmitted
at an arbitrary rate among the N transfer rates.
[0062] Since the load modulation unit 20 in Fig. 4 is similar in configuration to, for example, the modulating unit 19 in
Fig. 6, its description is omitted.
[0063] As described above, the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 can modulate a carrier to generate a signal
of data transmitted at one of N transfer rates, and can demodulate the signal of data transmitted at one of N transfer
rates. The N transfer rates can include, for example, transfer rates already employed for near field communication, such
as the existing IC card system (Felica method, etc.), as described above, and other transfer rates. Accordingly, among
the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3, one can exchange data with another at any transfer rate among the N
transfer rates. Moreover, according to the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3, data can be exchanged even between
an IC card and a reader/writer which are included in the existing IC card system at a transfer rate employed by the IC
card or reader/writer.
[0064] As a result, even if the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 are introduced into a service employing the
existing near field communication, users do not become confused, etc. Therefore, the introduction can be easily per-
formed. In addition, the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 can be easily introduced even to a service which employs
a high-data-rate near field communication expected to appear in the future, while achieving coexistence with the existing
near field communication.
[0065] Also, the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 can perform data transmission, not only in a passive mode
employed in conventional near field communication, but also in an active mode in which they transmit data by outputting
electromagnetic waves. Thus, exchange of data can be directly performed, even if another apparatus, such as a reader/
writer, is not used.
[0066] Next, Fig. 7 shows another example of the demodulating unit 13 in Fig. 4. In Fig. 7, portions corresponding to
those in the case of Fig. 5 are denoted by identical reference numerals, and their descriptions are omitted, if needed.
Specifically, the demodulating unit 13 in Fig. 7 is basically similar to that in the case of Fig. 5, excluding a point in which
the selecting unit 31 is not provided.



EP 1 575 183 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0067] In other words, in the embodiment in Fig. 7, the signal output by the receiving unit 12 is simultaneously supplied
to the demodulating units 321 to 32N, and the signal from the receiving unit 12 is simultaneously demodulated by the
demodulating units 321 to 32N. The control unit 21 recognizes, for example, the demodulating unit 32n, which has
successfully performed normal demodulation of the signal from the receiving unit 12, and controls the selecting unit 33
so that the demodulating unit 32n performs output. Under the control of the control unit 21, the selecting unit 33 selects
the demodulating unit 32n, whereby the normally demodulated output by the demodulating unit 32n is supplied to the
decoding unit 14.
[0068] In the embodiment in Fig. 7, it is required that the demodulating units 321 to 32N always perform demodulating
operations. Conversely, in the embodiment in Fig. 5, among the demodulating units 321 to 32N, only one selected by
the selecting unit 31 can perform a demodulating operation, and the other ones can stop their operations. Accordingly,
from an apparatus-power-consumption saving viewpoint, the configuration in Fig. 5 is more advantageous compared
with Fig. 7. Alternatively, from a viewpoint of obtaining a normal demodulated output, the configuration in Fig. 7 is more
advantageous compared with Fig. 5.
[0069] Next, Fig. 8 shows still another example of the demodulating unit 13 in Fig. 4.
[0070] In Fig. 8, the demodulating unit 13 includes a variable rate demodulating unit 51 and a rate detecting unit 52.
[0071] The variable rate demodulating unit 51 demodulates the signal supplied from the receiving unit 12, as a signal
having a transfer rate in accordance with an instruction from the rate detecting unit 52, and supplies the demodulation
result to the decoding unit 14. The rate detecting unit 52 detects the transfer rate of the signal supplied from the receiving
unit 12, and instructs the variable rate demodulating unit 51 to demodulate the signal having the transfer rate.
[0072] In the demodulating unit 51 having the above-described configuration, the signal output by the receiving unit
12 is supplied to the variable rate demodulating unit 51 and the rate detecting unit 52. The rate detecting unit 52 performs
detection about to which one of the N transfer rates from the first to the N-th the transfer rate of the signal supplied from
the receiving unit 12 is, and instructs the variable rate demodulating unit 51 to demodulate the signal having the detected
transfer rate. The variable rate demodulating unit 51 demodulates the signal supplied from the receiving unit 12, as a
signal having a transfer rate in accordance with an instruction from the rate detecting unit 52, and supplies the demod-
ulation result to the decoding unit 14.
[0073] Next, each of the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 can become an initiator that initiates communication
by initially outputting electromagnetic waves. In the active mode, the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 output
electromagnetic waves by themselves, even if they become initiators or targets.
[0074] Therefore, when the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 are close to one another, and among them, at
least two apparatuses output electromagnetic waves, collision occurs, so that communication cannot be performed.
[0075] Accordingly, each of the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 detects the existence of (an RF field caused
by) electromagnetic waves from another apparatus. Only when the electromagnetic waves do not exist does the NFC
communication apparatus initiate electromagnetic waves. This can prevent collision. Here, processing that performs
detecting the existence of electromagnetic waves from another apparatus, and, only when the electromagnetic waves
do not exist, initiating output of electromagnetic waves is called RFCA (RF Collision Avoidance) processing from a
purpose of preventing collision.
[0076] The RFCA processing includes two types, initial RFCA processing that is initially performed by an NFC com-
munication apparatus (one or more of the NFC communication apparatuses 1 to 3 in Fig. 1), which will become an
initiator, and response RFCA processing that is performed during communication in the active mode by an NFC com-
munication apparatus for initiating output of electromagnetic waves whenever the NFC communication apparatus initiates
the output. Both the initial RFCA processing and the response RFCA processing are identical to each other in that an
apparatus detects the existence of electromagnetic waves caused by another apparatus before the apparatus initiates
output of electromagnetic waves, and, only when the electromagnetic waves do not exist does the apparatus initiate the
output of the electromagnetic waves. However, the initial RFCA processing and the response RFCA processing differ
from each other in points such as a time, from a state in which the existence of the electromagnetic waves caused by
the other apparatus is not detected, to timing with which the output of electromagnetic waves must be initiated.
[0077] Accordingly, the initial RFCA processing is described with reference to Fig. 9.
[0078] Fig. 9 shows electromagnetic waves in which output of the electromagnetic waves is initiated by the initial
RFCA processing. In Fig. 9 (similarly in Fig. 10, which is described later), the horizontal axis indicates a time, and the
vertical axis indicates the level of electromagnetic waves output by an NFC communication apparatus.
[0079] An NFC communication apparatus which will become an initiator always detects electromagnetic waves caused
by another apparatus. When the electromagnetic waves caused by the other apparatus are not consecutively detected
during time TIDT + n � TRFW, the apparatus initiates output of electromagnetic waves, and initiates transmission (Send
Request) of data (including a command) after at least time TIRFG elapses from the output.
[0080] Here, TIDT in time TIDT + n � TRFW is called an initial delay time. When the frequency of a carrier is represented
by fc, for example, a value greater than 4096/fc is employed, n is, for example, an integer which is not less than 0 and
not greater than 3, and is generated by using random numbers. TRFW is called an RF waiting time, and; for example,
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512/fc is employed. Time TIRFC is called an initial guard-time, and, for example, a value greater than 5 ms is employed.
[0081] By employing n, which is a random number, to time TIDT + n x TRFW in which electromagnetic waves must not
be detected, a possibility that a plurality of NFC communication apparatuses may initiate output of electromagnetic
waves with the same timing is achieved.
[0082] When an NFC communication apparatus uses initial RFCA processing to initiate output of electromagnetic
waves, the NFC communication apparatus becomes an initiator. Then, when the active mode is set as a communication
mode, the NFC communication apparatus which becomes the initiator ends transmission of data of itself, and subse-
quently ends output of the electromagnetic waves. Alternatively, when the passive mode is set as a communication
mode, the NFC communication apparatus which becomes the initiator still continues the output of the electromagnetic
waves which is initiated by the initial RFCA processing until it completes communication with a target.
[0083] Next, Fig. 10 shows electromagnetic waves in which output of electromagnetic waves is initiated by response
RFCA processing.
[0084] An NFC communication apparatus which will output electromagnetic waves in the active mode detects elec-
tromagnetic waves caused by another apparatus. When the electromagnetic waves caused by the other apparatus are
consecutively not detected during time TADT + n � TRFW, the NFC communication apparatus initiates output of electro-
magnetic waves, and initiates transmission (Send Responsese) of data after at least time TARFG elapses from the output.
[0085] Here, n and TRFW in time TADT + n � TRFW are equal to those in the initial RFCA processing in Fig. 9. Also,
TADT in TADT + n � TRFW is called an active delay time, and, for example, a value that is not less than 768/fc and not
greater than 2559/fc is employed. Time TARFG is called an active guard time, and, for example, a value greater than
1024/fc is employed.
[0086] As is clear from Fig. 9 and Fig. 10, in order to initiate output of electromagnetic waves by initial RFCA processing,
electromagnetic waves must not exist during at least the initial delay time TIDT. In order to initiate output of electromagnetic
waves by response RFCA processing, electromagnetic waves must not exist during at least the active delay time TADT.
[0087] The initial delay time TIDT is a value greater than 4096/fc, while the active delay time TADT is a value that is not
less than 768/fc and not greater than 2559/fc. Thus, when an NFC communication apparatus will become an initiator, a
state in electromagnetic waves do not exist is required for a time longer than that in the case of outputting electromagnetic
waves in communication in the active mode. Conversely, when an NFC communication apparatus will output electro-
magnetic waves in communication in the active mode, the NFC communication apparatus must output electromagnetic
waves without having so longer time, compared with the case of becoming the initiator, after the state in which the
electromagnetic waves do not exist occurs. This is because of the following reason. In other words, when NFC commu-
nication apparatuses perform communication in the active mode, one NFC communication apparatus transmits data by
outputting electromagnetic waves by itself, and subsequently stops outputting the electromagnetic waves. The other
NFC communication apparatus initiates output of electromagnetic waves and transmits data. Thus, in the communication
in the active mode, either NFC communication apparatus may stop outputting electromagnetic waves. Accordingly, when
an NFC communication apparatus will become an initiator, in order to confirm that no active mode communication is not
being performed around the NFC communication apparatus, it is necessary to confirm, for a sufficient time, that another
apparatus outputs no electromagnetic waves around the NFC communication apparatus that will become the initiator.
[0088] Conversely, in the active mode, as described above, an initiator outputs electromagnetic waves, whereby data
is transmitted to a target. After the initiator stops outputting the electromagnetic waves, the target initiates output of
electromagnetic waves, whereby data is transmitted to the target.
After that, the initiator initiates output of electromagnetic waves after the target stops outputting the electromagnetic
waves, whereby data is transmitted to the initiator. Subsequently, data is similarly exchanged between the initiator and
the target.
[0089] Therefore, when an NFC communication apparatus that will become an initiator exists around an initiator and
a target which communicate with each other in the active mode, if there is a long time after one of the initiator and the
target which communicate with each other in the active mode stops outputting electromagnetic waves until the other
one initiates output of electromagnetic waves, no electromagnetic waves exist during the time. Thus, the NFC commu-
nication apparatus that will become the initiator initiates output of electromagnetic waves by initial RFCA processing. In
this case, the already performed active mode communication is hindered.
[0090] Accordingly, in the response RFCA processing, which is performed in the active mode communication, elec-
tromagnetic waves must be output without an elapse of a time after a state in which electromagnetic waves do not exist
occurs.
[0091] Next, the NFC communication apparatus that will become the initiator initiates output of electromagnetic waves
by the initial RFCA processing, and subsequently transmits data, as described with reference to Fig. 9. The NFC com-
munication apparatus that will become the initiator becomes the initiator by initiating output of electromagnetic waves,
and an NFC communication apparatus existing at a position close to the initiator becomes a target. In order for the
initiator to exchange data with the target, the target exchanging the data must be identified. Accordingly, after initiating
output of the electromagnetic waves by the initial RFCA processing, the initiator requests an NFCID (NFC Identification)
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as information identifying each target from at least one target existing at a position close to the initiator. The target
existing at the position close to the initiator transmits, to the initiator, NFCID identifying itself in response to a request
from the initiator,
[0092] The initiator identifies the target based on the NFCID transmitted from the target, as described above, and
exchanges data with the identified target. Processing in which an initiator identifies a target existing around (at a position
close to) the initiator based on NFCID of the target is called SDD (Single Device Detection) processing.
[0093] In the SDD processing, the initiator requests NFCID of the target, and the requesting is performed such that
the initiator transmits a frame called a polling request frame. When receiving the polling request frame, the target
determines, for example, NFCID based on random numbers, and transmits a frame in which the NFCID is located and
which is called a polling response frame. The initiator recognizes the NFCID of the target by receiving the polling response
frame transmitted from the target.
[0094] In addition, when the initiator requests NFCIDs from targets around it, if plural targets exist around the initiator,
two or more of the plural targets may simultaneously transmit their NFCIDs. In this case, the NFCIDs transmitted from
the two or more targets collide with one another, so that the initiator cannot recognize the colliding NFCIDs.
[0095] Accordingly, the SDD processing is performed, for example, by a method using time slots in order to avoid
collision of NFCIDs as much as possible.
[0096] In other words, Fig. 11 shows an SDD processing sequence performed by a method using time slots. In Fig.
11, it is assumed that five targets #1, #2, #3, #4, and #5 exist around an initiator.
[0097] In the SDD processing, the initiator transmits the polling response frame. After completion of the transmission,
time slots at intervals of predetermined time Ts are set. Time Td is set to, for example, 512x64/fc, and time Ts as the
time slot interval is set to, for example, 256x64/fc. Also, the time slots are sequentially (integer) numbered from zero
from, for example, the temporally preceding slot, whereby they are identified.
[0098] Although Fig. 11 shows four time slots #0, #1, #2, and #3, for example, up to sixteen time slots can be set. The
number TSN of time slots, set for a certain polling response frame, is designated by the initiator, and is transmitted to
a target in a form included in the polling response frame.
[0099] The target receives the polling response frame transmitted from the initiator, and recognizes the number TSN
of time slots. The target uses random numbers to generate integer R in the range of not less than zero to TSN-1, and
transmits a polling response frame in which its NFCID is located, with timing of time slot #R determined by the integer R.
[0100] As described above, based on random numbers, a target determines time slots used as timing for transmitting
polling response frames. Thus, timing with which the targets transmit polling response frames varies. This can avoid
collision of the polling response frames transmitted by the targets as much as possible.
[0101] Even if each target determines, based on random numbers, a time slot as timing for transmitting a polling
response frame, time slots in which polling response frames are transmitted by the targets coincide with one another.
This may cause collision of the polling response frames. In the embodiment in Fig. 11, a polling response frame of target
#4 is transmitted in time slot #0, polling response frames of targets #1 and #3 are transmitted in time slot #1, a polling
response frame of target #5 is transmitted in time slot #2, and a polling response frame of target #3 is transmitted, so
that the collision between targets #1 and #3 occurs.
[0102] In this case, the initiator cannot normally receive the polling response frames of targets #1 and #3 between
which the collision occurs. Accordingly, the initiator transmits a polling request frame again. This requests targets #1
and #3 to transmit polling response frames in which their NFCIDs are located. Subsequently, until the initiator recognizes
all the NFCIDs of targets #1 to #5 around it, transmission of polling request frames by the initiator and transmission of
polling response frames by the targets are repeatedly performed.
[0103] In a case in which, when the initiator transmits a polling request frame again, all the targets #1 to #5 can send
back polling response frames, there is a possibility that two polling response frames may collide with each other. Ac-
cordingly, in a case in which, after each target receives a polling request frame from the initiator, the target receives a
polling request frame again without taking much time, for example, the target can ignore the polling request frame.
However, in this case, in the embodiment in Fig. 11, regarding targets #1 and #3, in which polling response collision
occurs for the initially transmitted polling request frame, the initiator cannot recognize the NFCIDs of targets #1 and #3.
Thus, data exchange cannot be performed between targets #1 and #3.
[0104] Accordingly, targets #2, #4, and #5, in which their polling response frames are normally received and their
NFCIDs can be recognized, are temporarily excluded from parties among which communication is performed, whereby
a polling response frame as a response to the polling request frame cannot be sent back. In this case, those which send
back polling response frames to the polling request frame re-transmitted by the initiator are only targets #1 and #3,
whose NFCIDs cannot be recognized through the transmission of the initial polling request frame. Therefore, in this
case, all the NFCIDs of targets #1 to #5 can be recognized while reducing a possibility that polling response frames may
collide with each other.
[0105] In addition, here, when receiving a polling request frame, as described above, the target determines (generates)
its NFCID based on random numbers. Accordingly, from different targets, polling response frames with identical NFCIDs
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located therein may be transmitted to the initiator. When the initiator receives, in different time slots, the polling response
frames with identical NFCIDs located therein, the initiator can re-transmit a polling request frame, for example, similarly
to a case in which polling response frames collide with each other.
[0106] As described above, according to NFC communication apparatuses, even between an IC card and a reader/
writer constituting the existing IC card system, data can be exchanged at transfer rates employed by the IC card and
the reader/writer. When a target is, for example, an IC card in the existing IC card system, SDD processing is performed
in, for example, the following manner.
[0107] Specifically, an initiator uses the initial RFCA processing to initiate electromagnetic waves, and an IC card as
a target obtains power from the electromagnetic waves and initiates processing. In other words, in this case, the target
generates operating power from the electromagnetic waves output by the initiator since it is an IC card in the existing
IC card system.
[0108] After obtaining the power and being operable, the target prepares for receiving a polling request frame within,
for example, a maximum of 2 seconds, and waits for the polling request frame to be transmitted from the initiator.
[0109] In addition, the initiator can transmit a polling request frame regardless of whether or not the preparation for
receiving the polling request frame is completed in the target.
[0110] When the target receives the polling request frame from the initiator, as described above, it transmits a polling
response frame to the initiator with timing of a predetermined time slot. When the initiator successfully receives the
polling response frame from the target, as described above, it recognizes the NFCID of the target. Also, when the initiator
fails to normally receive the polling response frame from the target, it can re-transmit a polling request frame.
[0111] In this case, the target generates operating power from electromagnetic waves output by the initiator since it
is an IC card in the existing IC card system. Accordingly, the initiator continues to the electromagnetic wave output
initiated by the initial RFCA processing until communication with the target completely ends.
[0112] Next, according to NFC communication apparatuses, communication is performed such that an initiator trans-
mits a command to a target, and the target transmits (sends back) a response to the command from the initiator.
[0113] Accordingly, Fig. 12 shows commands that the initiator transmits to the target, and responses that the target
transmits to the initiator.
[0114] In Fig. 12, those having the characters REQ after the underbar (_) represent commands, and those having the
characters RES after the underbar (_) represent responses. In the embodiment in Fig. 12, six types of commands, ATR_
REQ, WUP_REQ, PSL_REQ, DEP_REQ, DSL_REQ, and RLS_REQ, are available. Similarly to the commands, also
six types of responses, ATR_RES, WUP_RES, PSL_RES, DEP RES, DSL_RES, and RLS_RES, are available. As
described above, an initiator transmits a command (request) to a target, and the target transmits to the initiator a response
to the command. Accordingly, the command is transmitted by the initiator, and the response is transmitted by the target.
[0115] The command ATR_REQ is such that the initiator notifies the target of its attributes (specifications) and is
transmitted to the target when the initiator requests target’s attributes. Here, the attributes of the initiator or the target
include the transfer rate of data that can be transmitted or received by the initiator or the target. In the command ATR_
REQ, in addition to initiator’s attributes, an NFCID identifying the initiator is located, and the target recognizes the
initiator’s attributes and NFCID by receiving the ATR_REQ.
[0116] The response ATR_RES is transmitted as a response to the command ATR_REQ to the initiator when the
target receives the command ATR_REQ. In the response ATR_RES, attributes, an NFCID, etc., of the target are located.
[0117] Transfer rate information as an attribute located in the command ATR_REQ and the response ATR_RES can
include all the transfer rates of data items which can be transmitted and received by the initiator and the target. In this
case, by exchanging the command ATR_REQ and the response ATR_RES once between the initiator and the target,
the initiator can recognize a transfer rate at which the target can perform transmission and reception, and the target can
also recognize a transfer rate at the initiator can perform transmission and reception.
[0118] The command WUP_REQ is transmitted when the initiator selects a target with which the initiator will commu-
nicate. Specifically, by transmitting the command DSL_REQ, which is described later, from the initiator to the target, the
target can set to be in a deselect state (a state in which transmission (response) of data to the initiator is prohibited).
The command WUP_REQ is transmitted in the case of releasing the deselect state and setting the target to be in a state
capable of transmitting data to the initiator.
In the command WUP_REQ, the NFCID of the target whose deselect state is to be released is located. Among targets
which receive the command WUP_REQ, a target which is identified by the NFCID located in the received command
WUP_REQ releases its deselect state.
[0119] When, among the targets which receive the command WUP_REQ, the target which is identified by the NFCID
located in the received command WUP_REQ releases its deselect state, the response WUP_RES is transmitted as a
response to the command WUP_REQ.
[0120] The command PSL_REQ is transmitted when the initiator changes communication parameters concerning
communication with the target. Here, the communication parameters include, for example, the transfer rate of data
exchanged between the initiator and the target.
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[0121] The command PSL_REQ includes a changed communication parameter located therein, and is transmitted
from the initiator to the target. The target receives the command PSL_REQ, and changes its communication parameter
in accordance with the communication parameter located in the command. The target further transmits the response
PSL_RES to the command PSL_REQ.
[0122] The command DEP_REQ is transmitted when the initiator performs transmission and reception (data exchange
with the target) of data (so-called real data). In this command, data to be transmitted to the target is located. The response
DEP_RES is transmitted as a response to the command DEP_REQ. In this command, data to be transmitted to the
initiator is located. Accordingly, the command DEP_REQ transmits data from the initiator to the target, and the response
DEP_RES to the command DEP_REQ transmits data from the target to the initiator.
[0123] The command DSL_REQ is transmitted when the initiator sets the target to be in the deselect state. The target,
which receives the command DSL_REQ, transmits the response DSL_RES to the command DSL_REQ before entering
the deselect state, and subsequently becomes less responsive (comes to send back no response) to commands other
than the command WUP_REQ.
[0124] The command RLS_REQ is transmitted when the initiator completely ends the communication with the target.
The target, which received the command RLS_REQ, transmits the response RLS_RES to the command RLS_REQ,
and completely ends the communication with the initiator.
[0125] Here, both the commands DSL_REQ and RLS_REQ are common in excluding a target from parties commu-
nicating with the initiator. However, the target excluded by the command DSL_REQ is set to be communicatable with
the initiator again by the command WUP_REQ, while the target excluded by the command RLS_REQ does not become
communicatable with the initiator unless exchange with the initiator of the above-described polling request frame and
polling response frame is performed. In that point, the commands DSL_REQ and RLS_REQ differ from each other.
[0126] Exchange of a command and a response is performed in, for example, a transport layer.
[0127] Next, a communication process of an NFC communication apparatus is described with reference to the flowchart
in Fig. 13.
[0128] When initiating communication, in step S1, an NFC communication apparatus determines whether to have
detected electromagnetic waves caused by another apparatus.
[0129] At this time, in the NFC communication apparatus (Fig. 4), for example, the receiving unit 12 monitors the level
of a signal output to the demodulating unit 13 by the receiving unit 12. In step S1, based on the level, it is determined
whether the electromagnetic waves caused by the other apparatus have been detected.
[0130] If the process has determined in step S1 that it has not detected the electromagnetic waves caused by the
other apparatus, it proceeds to step S2. The NFC communication apparatus sets its communication mode to the passive
mode or the active mode, and performs an initiator process in passive mode or an initiator process in active mode, which
is described later. The NFC communication apparatus returns to step S1 after ending the process, and subsequently
repeats similar processing.
[0131] Here, in step S2, the communication mode of the NFC communication apparatus may be set to either the
passive mode or the active mode. However, when the target can be only a passive mode target such as an IC card in
the existing IC card system, in step S2, the NFC communication apparatus needs to set its communication mode to the
passive mode and to perform the initiator process in passive mode.
[0132] Alternatively, if it is determined that the electromagnetic waves caused by the other apparatus have been
detected, that is, when the electromagnetic waves caused by the other apparatus have been detected around the NFC
communication apparatus, the NFC communication apparatus proceeds to step S3, and determines whether the elec-
tromagnetic waves detected in step S1 have been continuously detected.
[0133] If the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S3 that the electromagnetic waves have been
continuously detected, it proceeds to step S4, and sets its communication mode to the passive mode and a target process
in passive mode, which is described later. In other words, the continuous detection of the electromagnetic waves is, for
example, a case in which another apparatus close to the NFC communication apparatus is an initiator in passive mode
and continues to output electromagnetic waves in which the output of the electromagnetic waves is initiated by initial
RFCA processing, so that the NFC communication apparatus becomes a target in passive mode and performs processing.
After ending the processing, the NFC communication apparatus returns to step S1 and subsequently repeats similar
processing.
[0134] Also, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S3 that the electromagnetic waves have not
been continuously detected, it proceeds to step S5, and the NFC communication apparatus sets its communication
mode to the active mode and performs the target process in active mode, which is described later. In other words, no
continuous detection of the electromagnetic waves is, for example, a case in which another apparatus close to the NFC
communication apparatus becomes an initiator in active mode and initiates electromagnetic waves by initial RFCA
processing, and subsequently stops outputting the electromagnetic waves. Accordingly, the NFC communication appa-
ratus becomes a target in active mode and performs processing. After ending the processing, the NFC communication
apparatus returns to step S1 and subsequently repeats similar processing.
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[0135] Next, the passive-mode initiator process by the NFC communication apparatus is described with reference to
the flowchart in Fig. 14.
[0136] In the passive-mode initiator process, at first, in step S11, the NFC communication apparatus initiates output
of electromagnetic waves. Step S11 in the passive-mode initiator process is performed when the electromagnetic waves
have not been detected in step S1 in the above Fig. 13. In other words, when the electromagnetic waves have not been
detected in step S1 in Fig. 13, the NFC communication apparatus initiates output of electromagnetic waves in step S11.
Accordingly, processing in steps S1 and S11 corresponds to the above-described initial RFCA processing.
[0137] After that, proceeding to step S12, the NFC communication apparatus sets transmission-rate-representing
variable n to, for example, an initial value of 1 before proceeds to step S13. In step S13, the NFC communication
apparatus transmits a polling request frame at the n-th transfer rate (hereinafter referred to also as the n-th rate, if
needed), and proceeds to step S14. In step S14, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether a polling
response frame has been transmitted at the n-th rate from another apparatus.
[0138] In step S14, when it is determined that the polling response frame has not been transmitted from the other
apparatus, that is, for example, when another apparatus close the NFC communication apparatus cannot perform
communication at the n-th rate, and a polling response frame in response to the polling request frame transmitted at the
n-th rate is not sent back, the NFC communication apparatus skips over steps S15 to S17 and proceeds to step S18.
[0139] Also, in step S14, when it is determined that a polling response frame has been transmitted at the n-th rate
from the other apparatus, that is, for example, when another apparatus close to the NFC communication apparatus can
perform communication at the n-th rate, and a polling response frame in response to the polling request frame transmitted
at the n-th rate is sent back, the NFC communication apparatus proceeds to step S15, and recognizes the NFCID of a
target in passive mode, with the other apparatus, which has sent back the polling response frame as the target, and
recognizes the target to be communicatable at the n-th rate.
[0140] Here, after the NFC communication apparatus recognizes, in step S15, the NFCID of the passive mode target
and the target to be communicatable at the n-th rate, it (temporarily) determines that the transfer rate between it and
the target is the n-th rate, and performs communication with the target at the n-th rate unless the transfer rate is changed
by the command PSL_REQ.
[0141] After that, proceeding to step S16, the NFC communication apparatus transmits the command DSL_REQ at
the n-th rate to the target (passive mode target) corresponding to the NFCID recognized in step S15. After this sets the
target to be in the deselect state so that the target does not respond to polling request frames which are subsequently
transmitted, the NFC communication apparatus proceeds to step S17.
[0142] In step S17, the NFC communication apparatus receives the response DSL_RES which is sent back for the
command DSL_REQ transmitted in step S16 from a target set to be in the deselect state by the command DSL_REQ,
and proceeds to step S18.
[0143] In step S18, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether a predetermined time has elapsed since
the transmission of the polling request frame at the n-th rate in step S13. Here, the predetermined time in step S18 can
be a time of zero or greater.
[0144] If the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S18 that the predetermined time has not elapsed
since the transmission of the polling request frame at the n-th rate in step S13, it returns to step S13, and repeatedly
performs processing in steps S13 to S18.
[0145] In this process, the processing in steps S13 to S18 is repeatedly performed, whereby the NFC communication
apparatus can receive polling response frames transmitted with types of timing in different time slots, as illustrated by
Fig. 11.
[0146] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S18 that the predetermined time
has elapsed since the transmission of the polling request frame at the n-th rate in step S13, it proceeds to step S19,
and determines whether variable n is equal to its maximum value of N. If the NFC communication apparatus has
determined that variable n is not equal to the maximum value N, that is, when variable n is less than the maximum value
N, it proceeds to step S20 and allows variable n to be incremented by 1 before returning to step S13. Subsequently,
processing in steps S13 to S20 is repeatedly performed.
[0147] Here, the processing in steps S13 to S20 is repeatedly performed, whereby the NFC communication apparatus
transmits polling request frames at N transfer rates and receives polling response frames sent back at transfer rates.
[0148] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S19 that variable N is equal to the
maximum value N, that is, when the NFC communication, apparatus transmits polling request frames at N N transfer
rates and receives polling response frames sent back at transfer rates, it proceeds to step S21 and performs, as a
passive mode initiator, its communication process (passive-mode-initiator communication process). This passive-mode-
initiator communication process is described later.
[0149] After the passive-mode-initiator communication process ends, the NFC communication apparatus proceeds
from step S21 to S22, and stops outputting the electromagnetic waves whose output is initiated in step S11, so that the
process ends.
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[0150] Next, the passive-mode-target process by the NFC communication apparatus is described with reference to
the flowchart in Fig. 15.
[0151] In the passive-mode-target process, at first, in step S31, the NFC communication apparatus sets variable n,
which represents a transfer rate, to, for example, an initial value of 1, and proceeds to step S32. In step S32, the NFC
communication apparatus determines whether a polling request frame has been transmitted at the n-th rate from another
apparatus which serves as a passive mode initiator.
[0152] If the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S32 that no polling request frame has been
transmitted from the passive mode initiator, that is, when, for example, another apparatus close the NFC communication
apparatus cannot perform communication at the n-th rate, and thus cannot transmit a polling request frame at the n-th
rate, it proceeds to step S33 and the NFC communication apparatus determines whether variable n is equal to its
maximum value of N. If the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S33 that variable n is not equal to
the maximum value N, that is, when variable n is less than the maximum value N, it proceeds to step S34 and allows
variable n to be incremented by 1 before returning to step S32. Subsequently, processing in steps S32 to S34 is repeatedly
performed.
[0153] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S33 that variable n is equal to the
maximum value N, it returns to step S1 and subsequently repeats the processing in steps S31 to S34. In other words,
in this process, until a polling request frame which is transmitted at any one of the N transfer rates can be received, the
processing in steps S31 to S34 is repeatedly performed.
[0154] If it is determined in step S32 that a polling request frame has been transmitted from a passive mode initiator,
that is, when the NFC communication apparatus normally receives a polling request frame at the n-th rate, it proceeds
to step S35, and the NFC communication apparatus determines that the transfer rate between initiators is the n-th rate,
and generates its NFCID based on random numbers before proceeding to step S36. In step S36, the NFC communication
apparatus transmits a polling response frame in which its NFCID is located, at the n-th rate, and proceeds to step S37.
[0155] Here, after the NFC communication apparatus transmits the polling response frame at the n-th rate in step
S36, it performs communication at the n-th rate unless it is instructed to change the transfer rate such that the command
PSL_REQ is transmitted from the passive mode initiator.
[0156] In step S37, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether the command DSL_REQ has been trans-
mitted from the passive mode initiator, and has determined that the command has not been transmitted, it returns to
step S37 and waits for the command DSL_REQ to be transmitted from the passive mode initiator.
[0157] Also, when it is determined in step S37 that the command DSL_REQ has been transmitted from the passive
mode initiator, that is, when the NFC communication apparatus receives the command DSL_REQ, the NFC communi-
cation apparatus proceeds to step S38. It transmits the response DSL_RES to the command DSL_REQ, and enters the
deselect state before proceeding to step S39.
[0158] In step S39, the NFC communication apparatus performs, as a passive mode target, its communication process
(passive-mode-target communication process). After it ends the passive-mode-target communication process, the proc-
ess ends. The passive-mode-target communication process is described later.
[0159] Next, the active-mode-initiator process by the NFC communication apparatus is described with reference to
the flowchart in Fig. 16.
[0160] In the active-mode-initiator process, in each of steps S51 to S61, processing similar to that in each of steps
S11 to S21 in the passive-mode initiator process in Fig. 14 is performed. In the passive-mode initiator process in Fig.
14, the NFC communication apparatus continues outputting electromagnetic waves until the process ends. The active-
mode-initiator process differs in that only when the NFC communication apparatus transmits data does it output elec-
tromagnetic waves.
[0161] In other words, in step S51, the NFC communication apparatus initiates output of electromagnetic waves. Step
S51 in the active-mode-initiator process is performed when, in step S1 in the above Fig. 13, the electromagnetic waves
are not detected. Specifically, in step S1 in Fig. 13, the NFC communication apparatus initiates output of electromagnetic
waves in step S51 when the electromagnetic waves are not detected. Accordingly, processing in steps S1 and S51
corresponds to the above initial RFCA processing.
[0162] After that, proceeding to step S52, the NFC communication apparatus sets variable n, which represents a
transfer rate, to, for example, an initial value of 1, and proceeds to step S53. In step S53, the NFC communication
apparatus transmits a polling request frame at the n-th rate and stops outputting the electromagnetic waves (hereinafter
referred to also as performing RF-off process, if needed), and proceeds to step S54.
[0163] Here, in step S53, before transmitting the polling request frame, the NFC communication apparatus uses the
above-described active RFCA processing to initiate the output of the electromagnetic waves. However, when variable
n is the initial value of 1, the active RFCA processing does not need to be performed since the output of the electromagnetic
waves has already been initiated by initial RFCA processing corresponding to the processing in steps S1 and S51.
[0164] In step S54, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether a polling response frame has been trans-
mitted at the n-th rate from another apparatus.
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[0165] When it is determined in step S54 that the polling response frame has not been transmitted from the other
apparatus, that is, for example, when another apparatus close to the NFC communication apparatus cannot perform
communication at the n-th rate, and a polling response frame to the polling request frame transmitted at the n-th rate is
not sent back, the NFC communication apparatus skips over steps S55 to S57 and proceeds to step S58.
[0166] Also, when it is determined in step S54 that the polling response frame has been transmitted at the n-th rate
from the other apparatus, that is, for example, when another apparatus close to the NFC communication apparatus
cannot perform communication at the n-th rate, a polling response frame to the polling request frame transmitted at the
n-th rate is sent back, the NFC communication apparatus proceeds to step S55. the NFC communication apparatus
regards the other apparatus, which sends back the polling response frame, as an active mode target, recognizes the
NFCID of the target based on an NFCID located in the polling response frame, and recognizes the target to be commu-
nicatable at the n-th rate.
[0167] When, in step S55, the NFC communication apparatus recognizes the NFCID of the active mode target and
the target to be communicatable at the n-th rate, it determines that the transfer rate between it and the target is the n-
th rate, and performs communication with the target at the n-th rate unless the transfer rate is changed by the command
PSL_REQ.
[0168] After that, proceeding to step S56, the NFC communication apparatus initiates output of electromagnetic waves
by the active RFCA processing, and transmits the command DSL_REQ at the n-th rate to the target (active mode target)
having the NFCID recognized in step S55. This sets the target to be in a deselect state of not responding to polling
response frames which are subsequently transmitted. After that, the NFC communication apparatus performs the RF-
off processing, and proceeds from step S56 to S57.
[0169] In step S57, the NFC communication apparatus receives the response DSL_RES which is sent back for the
command DSL_REQ transmitted in step S56 from the target set to be in the deselect state by the command DSL_REQ,
and proceeds to step S58.
[0170] In step S58, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether a predetermined time has elapsed from
the transmission of the polling request frame at the n-th rate in step S53.
[0171] When it is determined in step S58 that the predetermined time has not elapsed yet from the transmission of
the polling request frame at the n-th rate in step S53, the process returns to step S53. Subsequently, processing in steps
S53 to S58 is repeatedly performed.
[0172] Alternatively, when it is determined in step S58 that the predetermined time has elapsed from the transmission
of the polling request frame at the n-th rate in step S53, the NFC communication apparatus proceeds to step S59 and
determines whether variable n is equal to its maximum value of N. When it is determined in step S59 that variable n is
not equal to the maximum value N, that is, when variable n is less the maximum value N, the NFC communication
apparatus proceeds to step S60 and allows variable n to be incremented by 1 before returning to step S53. Subsequently,
processing in steps S53 to S60 is repeatedly performed.
[0173] Here, the processing in steps S53 to S60, whereby the NFC communication apparatus transmits polling request
frames at N transfer rates and receives polling response frames sent back at transfer rates.
[0174] Alternatively, when it is determined in step S59 that variable n is equal to the maximum value N, that is, when
the NFC communication apparatus transmits polling request frames at N N transfer rates and receives polling response
frames sent back at transfer rates, the NFC communication apparatus proceeds to step S61, performs, as an active
mode initiator, its communication process (the active-mode-initiator communication process), and subsequently ends
the process. This active-mode-initiator communication process is described later.
[0175] Next, an active-mode-target process by the NFC communication apparatus is described with reference to the
flowchart in Fig. 17.
[0176] In the active-mode-target process, in each of steps S71 to S79, processing similar to the case of steps S31 to
S39 in the passive-mode is performed. Although, in the passive-mode-target process in Fig. 15, the NFC communication
apparatus transmits data by performing load modulation on the electromagnetic waves output by the passive mode
initiator, the active-mode-target process differs in that the NFC communication apparatus transmits data by outputting
electromagnetic waves by itself.
[0177] In other words, in the active-mode-target process, in each of steps S71 to S75, processing similar to the case
of the steps S31 to S35 in Fig. 15 is performed.
[0178] After processing in step S75, the NFC communication apparatus proceeds to step S76, initiates output of
electromagnetic waves by the active RFCA processing, and transmits a polling response frame in which its NFCID is
located, at the n-th rate. In step S76, the NFC communication apparatus performs RF-off processing and proceeds to
step S77.
[0179] Here, after transmitting the polling response frame at the n-th rate in step S76, the NFC communication apparatus
performs communication at the n-th rate unless the command PSL_REQ is transmitted from the active-mode initiator
to instruct the NFC communication apparatus to change the transfer rate.
[0180] In step S77, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether the command DSL_REQ has been trans-
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mitted from the active mode initiator. If the NFC communication apparatus has determined that the command has not
been transmitted, it returns to step S77 and waits for the command DSL_REQ to be transmitted from the active mode
initiator.
[0181] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S77 that the command DSL_REQ
has not been transmitted from the active mode initiator, that is, when the NFC communication apparatus has received
the DSL_REQ, it proceeds to step S78, initiates output of electromagnetic waves by the active RFCA processing, and
transmits the response DSL_RES to the command DSL_REQ. Also, in step S78, the NFC communication apparatus
performs RF-off processing and becomes a deselect state before proceeding to step S79.
[0182] In step S79, the NFC communication apparatus performs, as an active mode target, its communication process
(active-mode-target communication process). When the active-mode-target communication process ends, the NFC
communication apparatus ends its process. The active-mode-target communication process is described later.
[0183] Next, the passive-mode-initiator communication process in the step S21 in Fig. 14 is described with reference
to the flowcharts in Fig. 18 and Fig. 19.
[0184] The NFC communication apparatus, which is a passive mode initiator, selects an apparatus (hereinafter referred
to as an apparatus of interest, if needed) with which it will communicate, from among the targets having NFCIDs recognized
in step S15 in Fig. 14, and proceeds to step S92. In step S92, it transmits the command WUP_REQ to the apparatus
of interest, whereby, by transmitting the command DSL_REQ in step S16 in Fig. 14, the deselect state of the apparatus
of interest, which has been set to be in the deselect state, is released (hereinafter referred to as waked up, if needed).
[0185] Subsequently, after the NFC communication apparatus waits for the apparatus of interest to transmit the re-
sponse WUP_RES to the command WUP_REQ, it proceeds from step S92 to S93 and receives the response WUP_
RES before proceeding to step S94. In step S94, the NFC communication apparatus transmits the command ATR_REQ
to the apparatus of interest. After the NFC communication apparatus waits for the apparatus of interest to transmit the
response ATR_RES to the command ATR_REQ, it proceeds from step S94 to S95 and receives the response ATR_RES.
[0186] As described above, the NFC communication apparatus and the apparatus of interest exchange the command
ATR_REQ, in which an attribute is located, and the response ATR_REQ, whereby the NFC communication apparatus
and the apparatus of interest recognize a transfer rate at which both can communicate with each other.
[0187] After that, proceeding from step S95 to S96, the NFC communication apparatus transmits the command DSL_
REQ to set the apparatus of interest to be in the deselect state. After the NFC communication apparatus waits for the
apparatus of interest to transmit the response DSL_RES to the command DSL_REQ, it proceeds from step S96 to S97
and receives the response DSL_RES before proceeding to step S98.
[0188] In step S98, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether to have selected all the targets having
NFCIDs recognized in step S15 in Fig. 14, as apparatuses of interest, in step S91. If the NFC communication apparatus
has determined in step S98 that some targets have not been selected as apparatuses of interest yet, it returns to step
S91, and select, as an apparatus of interest, one of the targets which have not been selected as apparatuses of interest
yet. Subsequently, similar processing is repeated.
[0189] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S98 that, in step S91, it has selected,
as apparatuses of interest, all the targets having the NFCIDs recognized in step S15 in Fig. 14, that is, when the NFC
communication apparatus exchanges the command ATR_REQ and the response ATR_RES with all the targets having
the NFCIDs recognized, and this enables each target to recognize a communicatable transfer rate, etc., it proceeds to
step S99. The NFC communication apparatus selects an apparatus (apparatus of interest) with which the NFC commu-
nication apparatus will communicate, from among the targets with which the NFC communication apparatus exchanges
the command ATR_REQ and the response ATR_RES, and proceeds to step S100.
[0190] In step S100, the NFC communication apparatus transmits the command WUP_REQ, and this transmits the
command DSL_REQ in step S96, whereby the apparatus of interest, which is set to be in the deselect state, is waked
up. The NFC communication apparatus waits for the apparatus of interest to transmit the response WUP_RES to the
command WUP_REQ, and proceeds from step S100 to S101. It receives the response WUP_RES thereto and proceeds
to step S111 in Fig. 19. In step S111, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether to change a communication
parameter, such as a transfer rate, in the case of communicating with the apparatus of interest.
[0191] Here, the NFC communication apparatus has received the response ATR_RES in step S95 in Fig. 18, and
recognizes, based on the attribute located in the response ATR_RES, the communication parameter such as a transfer
rate at the apparatus of interest can perform communication. When the NFC communication apparatus can communicate
with, for example, the apparatus of interest, at a transfer rate higher than the present transfer rate, it determines in step
S111 to change the communication parameter in order to change the transfer rate to the higher transfer rate. Also, when
the NFC communication apparatus can communicate with, the apparatus of interest, at a transfer rate lower than the
present transfer rate, and the present communication environments have high noise level, the NFC communication
apparatus determines in step S111 to change the communication parameter so that the transfer rate is changed to a
lower transfer rate in order to lower transmission error. Even if communication is possible at a transfer rate different from
the present transfer rate between the NFC communication apparatus and the apparatus of interest, the communication
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can be continued with the present transfer rate unchanged.
[0192] When it is determined in step S111 that the communication parameter in the case of communicating with the
apparatus of interest, that is, when the communication is continued between the NFC communication apparatus and
the apparatus of interest with the present communication parameter unchanged, the NFC communication apparatus
skips over steps S112 to S114 and proceeds to step S115.
[0193] If the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S111 to change the communication parameter
in the case of communicating with the apparatus of interest, it proceeds to step S112, and locates the changed com-
munication parameter in the command PSL_REQ, and transmits the command to the apparatus of interest. The NFC
communication apparatus waits for the apparatus of interest to transmit the response PSL_RES to the command PSL_
REQ before proceeding from step S112 to S113, and receives the response PSL_RES before proceeding to step S114.
[0194] In step S114, the NFC communication apparatus changes the communication parameter, such as the transfer
rate in the case of communicating with the apparatus of interest, to the value of the communication parameter located
in the command PSL_REQ transmitted in step S112. After that, the NFC communication apparatus communicates with
the apparatus of interest in accordance with the communication parameter, such as the transfer rate changed in value
in step S114 unless it exchanges the command PSL_REQ and the response PSL_RES.
[0195] According to the exchange (negotiation) of the command PSL_REQ and the response PSL_RES, in addition
to the transfer rate, for example, the encoding method in the encoding unit 16 (the decoding unit 14), the modulating
methods in the modulating unit 19 and the load modulation unit 20 (the demodulating unit 13), etc., can be changed.
[0196] After that, the NFC communication apparatus proceeds to step S115 and determines whether there is data to
be transmitted to and received from the apparatus of interest. If it has determined that there is no data, it skips over
steps S116 and S117 and proceeds to step S118.
[0197] If the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S115 that there is data to be transmitted to or
received from the apparatus of interest, it proceeds to step S116 and transmits the command DEP_REQ to the apparatus
of interest. Here, in step S116, when there is data to be transmitted to the apparatus of interest, the NFC communication
apparatus transmits the data in a form located in the command DEP_REQ.
[0198] The NFC communication apparatus waits for the apparatus of interest to transmit the response DEP_RES to
the command DEP_REQ, proceeds from step S116 to S117, and receives the response DEP_RES before proceeding
to step S118.
[0199] As described above, the command DEP_REQ and the response DEP_RES are exchanged between the NFC
communication apparatus and the apparatus of interest, whereby transmission and reception of so-called real data are
performed.
[0200] In step S118, the NFC communication apparatus determines to change the communication party. If the NFC
communication apparatus has determined in step S118 not to change the communication party, that is, when there is
still data to be exchanged with, for example, the apparatus of interest, it returns to step S111 and subsequently repeats
similar processing.
[0201] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S118 to change the communication
party, that is, for example, when there is not data to be exchanged with the apparatus of interest, but there is data to be
exchanged with another communication party, it proceeds to step S119 and transmits the command DSL_REQ or RLS_
REQ to the apparatus of interest. the NFC communication apparatus waits for the apparatus of interest to transmit the
response DSL_RES or RLS_RES to the command DSL_REQ or RLS_REQ, proceeds from step S119 to S120, and
receives the response DSL_RES or RLS_RES.
[0202] As described above, the NFC communication apparatus transmits the command DSL_REQ or RLS_REQ to
the apparatus of interest, whereby the target as the apparatus of interest is released from targeted apparatuses in
communication with the NFC communication apparatus as the initiator. However, a target released by the command
DSL_REQ is set to be communicatable with the initiator again by the command WUP_REQ, but a target released by
the command RLS_REQ is not set to be communicatable with the initiator unless it exchanges the above polling request
frame and polling response frame with the initiator.
[0203] Cases in which a certain target is released from targeted apparatuses in communication with the initiator include,
not only a case in which, as described above, the command DSL_REQ or RLS_REQ is transmitted from the initiator to
the target, but also, for example, a case in which near field communication cannot be performed since the initiator and
the target are too far from each other. In this case, similarly to the target released by the command RLS_REQ, the target
is not set to be communicatable with the initiator unless the target exchanges the above polling request frame and polling
response frame with the initiator.
[0204] Here, release of a target which is not set to be communicatable with the initiator unless the target and the
initiator exchange the polling request frame and the polling response frame is hereinafter referred to as complete release.
Also, release of target which is set to be communicatable again with the initiator such that the command WUP_REQ is
transmitted by the initiator is temporary release.
[0205] After processing in step S120, the NFC communication apparatus proceeds to step S121 and determines
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whether all the targets having the NFCIDs recognized in step S15 in Fig. 14 have been released. If the NFC communication
apparatus has determined in step S121 that all the targets having the NFCIDs recognized in step S15 in Fig. 14 have
not been released, it returns to step S99 in Fig. 18. The NFC communication apparatus selects a new apparatus of
interest from among targets which have not been completely released, that is, targets which have temporarily released,
and repeats similar processing.
[0206] If the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S121 that all the targets having the NFCIDs
recognized have been completely released, it ends the process.
[0207] In steps S116 and S117 in Fig. 19, the command DEP_REQ and the response DEP_RES are exchanged,
whereby transmission and reception (data exchange) of data are performed between the target and the initiator. This
exchange of the command DEP_REQ and the response DEP_RES is one transaction. After processing in steps S116
and S117, the NFC communication apparatus can return to step S114 through steps S118, S111, S112, and S113, and
can change the communication parameter. Accordingly, the communication parameter concerning the communication
between the target and the initiator, such as the transfer rate, can be changed for each transaction.
[0208] In steps S112 and S113, the initiator and the target exchange the command PSL_REQ and the response PSL_
RES, whereby, in step S114, a communication mode for the initiator and the target, which is one of communication
parameters, can be changed. Accordingly, the communication mode for the target and the initiator can be changed for
each transaction. This means that the communication mode for the target and the initiator must not be changed during
one transaction.
[0209] Next, the passive-mode-target process in step S38 in Fig. 15 is described with reference to the flowchart in
Fig. 20.
[0210] The NFC communication apparatus, which is a passive mode target, is in the deselect state since it exchanges
the command DSL_REQ and the response DSL_RES with the initiator, which is in the passive mode, in steps S37 and
S38 in Fig. 15.
[0211] Accordingly, in step S131, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether the command WUP_RES
has been transmitted from the initiator. If it has determined that the command WUP_RES has not been transmitted, it
returns to step S131, and remains unchanged in the deselect state.
[0212] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S131 that the command WUP_REQ
has been transmitted from the initiator, that is, when the NFC communication apparatus has received the command
WUP_REQ, it proceeds to step S131, transmits the response WUP_RES to the command WUP_REQ, and is waked
up before proceeding to step S133.
[0213] In step S133, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether the command ATR_REQ has been
transmitted from the initiator. If it has determined that the above command has not been transmitted, it skips over step
S134 and proceeds to step S135.
[0214] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S133 that the command ATR_REQ
has been transmitted from the initiator, that is, when the NFC communication apparatus has received the command
ATR_REQ, it proceeds to step S135, and transmits the response ATR_RES to the command ATR_RES before proceeding
to step S135.
[0215] In step S135, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether the command DSL_REQ has been
transmitted from the initiator. If the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S135 that the command DSL_
REQ has been transmitted, that is, when the NFC communication apparatus has received the command DSL_REQ, it
proceeds to step S136. The NFC communication apparatus transmits the response DSL_RES to the command DSL_
REQ, and returns to step S131. This sets the NFC communication apparatus to be in the deselect state.
[0216] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S135 that the command DSL_REQ
has not been transmitted from the initiator, it proceeds to step S137. The NFC communication apparatus determines
whether the command PSL_REQ has been transmitted from the initiator. If it has determined that the above command
has not been transmitted, it skips over steps S138 and S139 and proceeds to step S140.
[0217] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S137 that the command PSL_REQ
has been transmitted from the initiator, that is, when the NFC communication apparatus has received the command
PSL_REQ, it proceeds to step S138. The NFC communication apparatus transmits the response PSL_RES to the
command PSL_RES, and proceeds to step S139.
In step S139, the NFC communication apparatus changes its communication parameter in accordance with the command
PSL_REQ from the initiator, and proceeds to step S140.
[0218] In step S140, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether the command DEP_REQ has been
transmitted from the initiator. If it has determined that the above command has not been transmitted, it skips over step
S141 and proceeds to step S142.
[0219] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S140 that the command DEP_REQ
has been transmitted from the initiator, that is, when the NFC communication apparatus has received the command
DEP_REQ, it proceeds to step S141. The NFC communication apparatus transmits the response DEP_RES to the
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command DEP_REQ, and proceeds to step S142.
[0220] In step S142, the NFC communication apparatus determines whether the command PSL_REQ has been
transmitted from the initiator. If it has determined that the above command has not been transmitted, it returns to step
S133, and similar processing is subsequently repeated.
[0221] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S142 that the command PSL_REQ
has been transmitted from the initiator, that is, when the NFC communication apparatus has received the command
PSL_REQ, it proceeds to step S143. The NFC communication apparatus transmits the response RSL_RES to the
command RSL_REQ. This ends the communication with the initiator, and the process ends.
[0222] Next, Fig. 21 and Fig. 22 are flowcharts showing details of the active-mode-initiator communication process in
step S61 in Fig. 16.
[0223] In the passive-mode-initiator communication process illustrated in Fig. 18 and Fig. 19, the initiator continuously
outputs electromagnetic waves, while, in the active-mode-initiator communication process in Fig. 21 and Fig. 22, the
initiator initiates output of electromagnetic waves by performing the active RFCA processing before transmitting a com-
mand, and performs processing (OFF processing) for stopping outputting the electromagnetic waves after ending the
transmission of the command. Excluding the above point, in the active-mode-initiator communication process in Fig. 21,
in each of steps S151 to S161, and steps S171 to S181 in Fig. 22, processing similar to the case of each of steps S91
to S101 in Fig. 18 and steps S111 to S121 in Fig. 19 is performed. Accordingly, its description is omitted.
[0224] Next, Fig. 23 is a flowchart showing details of the active-mode-target communication process in step S79 in
Fig. 17.
[0225] In the passive-mode-target communication process illustrated in Fig. 20, the target transmits data by performing
load modulation on electromagnetic waves output by the initiator, while, in the active-mode-target communication process
in Fig. 23, the target initiates output of electromagnetic waves by performing the active RFCA processing before trans-
mitting a command, and performs processing (OFF processing) for stopping outputting the electromagnetic waves after
ending the transmission of the command. Excluding the above point, in the active-mode-target communication process
in Fig. 23, in each of steps S191 to S203, processing similar to the case of each of steps S131 to S143 in Fig. 20 is
performed. Accordingly, its description is omitted.
[0226] Next, in communication by the NFC communication apparatus, for example, a communication protocol called
NFCIP (Near Field Communication Interface and Protocol)-1 is employed.
[0227] Fig. 24 to Fig. 29 are illustrations of details of NFCIP-1 employed in communication by the NFC communication
apparatus.
[0228] Specifically, Fig. 24 is a flowchart illustrating common initialization and SDD processing performed by an NFC
communication apparatus which performs communication based on NFCIP-1.
[0229] At first, in step S301, the NFC communication apparatus, which becomes an initiator, performs initial RFCA
processing, and proceeds to step S302. In step S302, the NFC communication apparatus, which becomes the initiator,
determines whether to have detected an RF field by the initial RFCA processing in step S301. If the NFC communication
apparatus has determined in step S302 to have detected the RF field, it returns to step S301, and similar processing is
subsequently repeated. In other words, while detecting the RF field, the NFC communication apparatus, which becomes
the initiator, forms no RF field so as not to interfere with communication by another NFC communication apparatus,
which forms the RF field.
[0230] Alternatively, if the NFC communication apparatus has determined in step S302 not to have detected the RF
field, it proceeds to step S303, and performs, in the initiator state, communication mode and transmission mode selection,
etc.
[0231] Specifically, in the case of performing passive mode communication, the NFC communication apparatus pro-
ceeds from step S302 to step S303-1 between steps S303-1 and S303-2 forming step S303, changes the communication
mode to the passive mode in the initiator state, and selects a transfer rate. Also, in step S303-1, the NFC communication
apparatus, which becomes the initiator, performs initialization and SDD processing, and proceeds to step S304-1 between
steps S304-1 and S304-2 forming step S304.
[0232] In step S304-1, the NFC communication apparatus is activated (starts) in the passive mode, and proceeds to
step S305.
[0233] Alternatively, in the case of performing active mode communication, the NFC communication apparatus pro-
ceeds from step S302 to step S303-2 between steps S303-1 and S303-2 forming step S303, changes the communication
mode to the active mode in the initiator state, selects the transfer rate, and proceeds to step S304-2 between steps
S304-1 and S304-2 forming step S304.
[0234] In step S304-2, the NFC communication apparatus is activated in the active mode and proceeds to step S305.
[0235] In step S305, the NFC communication apparatus selects the communication parameter required for commu-
nication and proceeds to step S306. In step S306, the NFC communication apparatus performs data exchange (com-
munication) based on a data exchange protocol in accordance with the communication parameter selected in step S305,
and ends the data exchange before proceeding to step S307. In step S307, the NFC communication apparatus is
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deactivated and ends the transaction.
[0236] The NFC communication apparatus can be set by default to be, for example, a target. The NFC communication
apparatus, which is set to be the target, forms no RF field, and is on standby until a command is transmitted from the
initiator (until the initiator forms an RF field).
[0237] Also, the NFC communication apparatus can become an initiator, for example, in accordance with a request
from an application. For example, an application can determine which of the active mode and the passive mode the
communication mode is, and can select (determine) the transfer rate.
[0238] The NFC communication apparatus, which becomes the initiator, forms an RF field if no RF field is formed in
the exterior, and the target is activated by the RF field formed by the initiator.
[0239] After that, the initiator transmits a command in the selected communication mode and transfer rate, and the
target sends back a response (responds) at a communication mode and transfer rate identical to those of the initiator.
[0240] Next, Fig. 25 is a flowchart illustrating initialization and SDD performed by the NFC communication apparatus,
which becomes the initiator.
[0241] At first, in step S311, the initiator transmits the command SENS_REQ for searching for a target existing in the
RF field formed by the initiator, and proceeds to step S312. In step S312, the initiator receives the response SENS_
RES to the command SENS_REQ, which is transmitted from the target existing in the RF field formed by the initiator,
and proceeds to step S313.
[0242] In step S313, the initiator confirms the content of the response SENS_RES from the target which is received
in step S312. In other words, the response SENS_RES includes pieces of information of NFCID1 size bit frame and bit
frame SDD.
In step S313, the initiator confirms the contents of the pieces of information.
[0243] After that, proceeding from step S313 to S314, the initiator selects cascade (transfer) level 1 and executes
SDD. Specifically, in step S314, the initiator transmits the SDD requiring command SDD_REQ, and transmits the com-
mand SEL_REQ to request selection of a target. In the command SEL_REQ, information representing the present
cascade level is located.
[0244] The initiator waits for the response SEL_RES to the command SEL_REQ to be transmitted from the target,
receives the response SEL_RES, and proceeds from step S315 to S316.
[0245] Here, the response SEL_RES includes any one of information indicating that the target does not end the
communication based on NFCIP-1, information indicating that the target meets an NFC transport protocol and ends the
communication based on NFCIP-1, and information representing that the target does not meet the NFC transport protocol
and ends the communication based on NFCIP-1.
[0246] In step S316, by confirming the content of the response SEL_RES received from the target, the initiator deter-
mines which of the information indicating that the target does not end the communication based on NFCIP-1, the
information indicating that the target meets the NFC transport protocol and ends the communication based on NFCIP-
1, and the information representing that the target does not meet the NFC transport protocol and ends the communication
based on NFCIP-1, is included in the response SEL_RES.
[0247] If the initiator has determined in step S316 that the response SEL_RES includes the information indicating that
the target does not end the communication based on NFCIP-1, it proceeds to step S317, and increases the cascade
level from the present value. The initiator returns from step S317 to S315, and subsequently repeats similar processing.
[0248] Also, if the initiator has determined in step S316 that the response SEL_RES includes the information indicating
that the target meets the NFC transport protocol and ends the communication based on NFCIP-1, the initiator ends the
communication based on NFCIP-1 and proceeds to step S319.
In step S319, the initiator transmits the command ATR_REQ. Subsequently, communication using the commands and
responses shown in Fig. 12 is performed between the initiator and the target.
[0249] In addition, if the initiator has determined in step S316 that the response SEL_RES includes the information
representing that the target does not meet the NFC transport protocol and ends the communication based on NFCIP-
1, the initiator ends the communication based on NFCIP-1 and proceeds to step S318. In step S318, the initiator performs
communication using its own commands and protocol with the target.
[0250] Next, Fig. 26 is a timing chart illustrating initialization performed in the active mode by the initiator and the target.
[0251] After performing initial RFCA processing in step S331, the initiator proceeds to step S332 and forms an RF
field (sets the RF field to be on). In step S332, the initiator transmits a command (Request), and stops the formation of
the RF field (sets the RF field to be off). Here, in step S332, the initiator selects, for example, a transfer rate and transmits
the command ATR_REQ at the transfer rate.
[0252] At the same time, in step S333, the target detects the RF field formed in step S332 by the initiator, and receives
the command transmitted by the initiator before proceeding to step S334. In step S334, the target performs response
RFCA processing, waits for the RF field formed by the initiator to be off, and proceeds to step S335. The target sets the
RF field to be on. In step S335, the target transmits a response to the command received in step S333, and sets the RF
field to be off. Here, in step S335, the target transmits, for example, the response ATR_RES to the command ATR_
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REQ transmitted from the initiator at a transfer rate identical to that for the command ATR_REQ.
[0253] The response transmitted in step S335 by the target is received by the initiator. Proceeding from step S336 to
S337, the initiator performs response RFCA processing, waits for the RF field formed by the target to be off, and proceeds
to step S337 to set the RF field to be on. In addition, in step S337, the initiator transmits a command and sets the RF
field to be off. Here, in step S337, the initiator can transmit the command PSL_REQ in order to change, for example, a
communication parameter. In step S337, by transmitting, for example, the command DEP_REQ, the initiator can initiate
data exchange based on a data exchange protocol.
[0254] The command transmitted in step S337 by the initiator is received by the target. Subsequently, similar com-
munication between the initiator and the target is performed.
[0255] Next, a passive-mode activation protocol is described with reference to the flowchart in Fig. 27.
[0256] At first, in step S351, the initiator performs initial RFCA processing, and proceeds to steps S352 and sets the
communication mode to the passive mode. Proceeding to step S353, the initiator performs initialization and SDD and
selects a transfer rate.
[0257] After that, proceeding to step S354, the initiator determines whether to request an attribute from the target. If
the initiator has determined not to request the attribute from the target in step S354, it proceeds to step S335. The initiator
performs communication with the target in accordance with its own protocol. It returns to step S354 and repeats similar
processing.
[0258] Alternatively, if the initiator has determined in step S334 to request the attribute from the target, it proceeds to
step S356. The initiator transmits the command ATR_REQ. This requests the attribute from the target. The initiator waits
for the response ATR_RES to the command ATR_REQ to be transmitted from the target, and proceeds to step S357.
The initiator receives the response ATR_RES and proceeds to step S358.
[0259] In step S358, based on the response ATR_RES received from the target in step S357, the initiator determines
whether the communication parameter, that is, for example, the transfer rate, can be changed. If the initiator has deter-
mined in step S358 that the transfer rate cannot be changed, it skips over steps S359 and S361 and proceeds to step S362.
[0260] Alternatively, if the initiator has determined in step S358 that the transfer rate can be changed, it proceeds to
step S359. The initiator transmits the command PSL_REQ. This request the target to change the transfer rate. The
initiator waits for the response PSL_RES to the command PSL_REQ to be transmitted from the target, and proceeds
from step S359 to S360. The initiator receives the response PSL_RES, and proceeds to step S361. In step S361, in
accordance with the response PSL_RES received in step S360, the initiator changes the communication parameter,
that is, for example, the transfer rate, and proceeds to step S362.
[0261] In step S362, the initiator exchanges data with the target in accordance with a data exchange protocol. After
that, the initiator proceeds to step S363 or S365.
[0262] In other words, when the initiator sets the target to be in the deselect state, it proceeds from step S362 to S363
and transmits the command DSL_REQ. The initiator waits for the response DSL_RES to the command DSL_REQ to
be transmitted from the target, and proceeds from step S363 to S364. After receiving the response DSL_RES, the
initiator returns to step S354 and subsequently repeats similar processing.
[0263] At the same time, when completely ending the communication with the target, the initiator proceeds from step
S362 to S365, and transmits the command RLS_REQ. The initiator waits for the response RLS_RES to the command
RLS_REQ to be transmitted from the target, and proceeds from step S365 to S366. After receiving the response RLS_
RES, the initiator returns to step S351, and subsequently repeats similar processing.
[0264] Next, an active-mode activation protocol is described with reference to the flowchart in Fig. 28.
[0265] At first, in step S371, the initiator performs initial RFCA processing, and proceeds to step S372. The initiator
sets the communication mode to the active mode. Proceeding to step S373, the initiator transmits the command ATR_
REQ. This requests an attribute from the target. The initiator waits for the response ATR_RES to the command ATR_
REQ to be transmitted from the target, and proceeds to step S374. The initiator receives the response ATR_RES, and
proceeds to step S375.
[0266] In step S375, based on the response ATR_RES received from the target in step S374, the initiator determines
whether the communication parameter, that is, for example, the transfer rate, can be changed. If the initiator has deter-
mined in step S375 that the transfer rate cannot be changed, it skips over steps S376 to S378 and proceeds to step S379.
[0267] Alternatively, if the initiator has determined in step S375 that the transfer rate can be changed, it proceeds to
step S376, and transmits the command PSL_REQ. This requests the target to change the transfer rate. The initiator
waits for the response PSL_RES to the command PSL_REQ to be transmitted from the target, and proceeds from step
S376 to S377. The initiator receives the response PSL_RES, and proceeds to step S379. In step S378, in accordance
with the response PSL_RES received in step S377, the initiator changes the communication parameter, that is, for
example, the transfer rate, and proceeds to step S379.
[0268] In step S379, in accordance with a data exchange protocol, the initiator exchanges data with the target. After
that, the initiator proceeds to step S380 or S384, if needed.
[0269] In other words, when the initiator sets the target, with which it is communicating, to be in the deselect state,
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and wakes up any of targets, which have already been in the deselect state, it proceeds from step S379 to S380, and
transmits the command DSL_REQ. After the initiator waits for the response DSL_RES to the command DSL_REQ to
be transmitted from the target, it proceeds from step S380 to S381, and receives the response DSL_RES. Here, the
target, which has transmitted the response DSL_RES, is set to be in the deselect state.
[0270] After that, proceeding from step S381 to S382, the initiator transmits the command WUP_REQ. After the initiator
waits for the response WUP_RES to the command WUP_REQ, it proceeds from step S382 to S383, receives the
response WUP_RES, and returns to step S375. Here, the target, which has transmitted the response WUP_RES, is
waked up, and the waked-up target is subject to processing in step S375 and thereafter which is performed by the initiator.
[0271] In addition, when completely ending the communication with the target, the initiator proceeds from step S379
to S384, and transmits the command RLS_REQ. After the initiator waits for the response RLS_RES to the command
RLS_REQ to be transmitted from the target, it proceeds from step S384 to S385, and receives the response RLS_RES
before returning to step S371. The initiator subsequently repeats similar processing.
[0272] Next, Fig. 29 shows NFCIP-1 protocol commands for use in NFCIP-1 and responses to the commands.
[0273] The commands and responses shown in Fig. 29 are identical to the commands and responses shown in Fig.
12. However, Fig. 12 shows only the mnemonics of the commands and responses, but Fig. 29 shows, not only mnemonics,
but also definitions of the commands.
[0274] The commands ATR_REQ, WUP_REQ, PSL_REQ, DEP_REQ, DSL_REQ, and RLS_REQ are transmitted
by the initiator, and the responses ATR_REQ, WUP_RES, PSL_RES, DEP_RES, DSL_RES, and RLS_RES are trans-
mitted by the target.
[0275] However, the command WUP_REQ is transmitted only when the initiator is in the active mode, and the response
WUP_RES is transmitted only when the target is in the active mode.
[0276] In this specification, processing steps which describe processing performed by an NFC communication appa-
ratus do not always need to be time-sequentially performed in the order shown as flowcharts, but include steps executed
in parallel or separately (For example, parallel processing or object-based processing).

Industrial Applicability

[0277] As described above, the present invention enables various types of near field communication.

Claims

1. A communication system for performing electromagnetic-induction communication using a carrier electromagnetic
field having a single frequency, the system comprising first (1) and second (2) data processing apparatuses;
wherein:

the first (1) and second (2) data processing apparatuses each comprise:

modulating means (19) for modulating the carrier into a signal of data to be transmitted at one of a plurality
of transfer rates; and
demodulating means (13) for demodulating a signal of data transmitted at one of a plurality of transfer rates;
characterized in that:
the system is configured such that a transfer rate for use between the first (1) and second (2) data processing
apparatuses is changeable for each transaction;
the system is configured such that the second data processing apparatus (2) is able to operate in the
following two communication modes:

an active mode in which the first (1) and second (2) data processing apparatuses alternately output a
carrier in order to transmit data to each other; and
a passive mode in which only the first data processing apparatus (1) outputs a carrier in order to transmit
data to the second data processing apparatus (2), while the second data processing apparatus (2)
transmits data by performing load modulation on the carrier output by the first data processing apparatus
(1);
the system is configured such that data transmission is performed by using any communication mode
of the active mode and the passive mode, the communication mode being maintained during at least
one transaction;
the first data processing apparatus (1) further comprises:



EP 1 575 183 B1

22

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a detector (23) configured to execute a detecting process for detecting an electromagnetic field
within a first time period defined by TIDT+nxTRFW, where TIDT is a first delay time, n is a random
number, and TRFW is a second delay time, said first time period being before the first data processing
apparatus (1) initiates a data exchange transaction with said second data processing apparatus
(2), wherein
said first data processing apparatus (1) is configured to initiate said data exchange transaction by
outputting a carrier to said second data processing apparatus (2) only if no electromagnetic field
is detected in said first time period; and

the second data processing apparatus (2) further comprises:

a detector (23) configured to execute a detecting process for detecting an electromagnetic field
within a second time period defined by TADT+nxTRFW, where TADT is a third delay time, said second
time period being after said second data processing apparatus (2) has received a data transmission
from said first data processing apparatus (1) and before said second data processing apparatus
(2) has responded to said data transmission, wherein
when said active mode is selected, said second data processing apparatus (2) is configured to
output a carrier to said first data processing apparatus (1) in order to respond to said data trans-
mission from said first data processing apparatus (1) only if no electromagnetic field is detected
in said second time period, and 

2. A communication system according to claim 1, wherein:

the first (1) and second (2) data processing apparatuses further each comprise encoding means (16) for encoding
data into a Manchester code; and
said modulating means is configured to obtain a signal of data to be transmitted at at least one transfer rate
among the transfer rates by performing amplitude modulation on the carrier in accordance with the Manchester
code.

3. A communication system according to claim 1, configured such that:

either data processing apparatus of the first (1) and second (2) data processing apparatuses can acquire
information of a plurality of transfer rates which are usable by the other data processing apparatus, and the
transfer rate for use between the first (1) and second (2) data processing apparatuses can be changed based
on the information for one transaction.

4. A communication system according to claim 3, configured such that:

either data processing apparatus of the first (1) and second (2) data processing apparatuses can acquire
information of all the transfer rates which are usable by the other data processing apparatus by transmitting a
command and receiving a response to the command.

5. A communication method for performing, by a first data processing apparatus (1) and at least one second data
processing apparatus (2), electromagnetic-induction communication using a carrier having a single frequency,
wherein:

said communication method comprises:

a selecting step of selecting, by said first data processing apparatus (1), a target apparatus (2) as a com-
munication party from among said at least one second data processing apparatus (2);
a transmission-rate determining step of determining a transfer rate for use in data transmission by the first
(1) and second (2) data processing apparatuses from among a plurality of transfer rates;
a changing step of changing a communication parameter concerning the communication between said first
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data processing apparatus (1) and said target apparatus (2);
a data exchanging step of, by transmitting a command to request data exchange by said first data processing
apparatus (1) and transmitting a response to the command by said target apparatus (2), exchanging data
between said first data processing apparatus (1) and said target apparatus (2); and

a releasing step of releasing the second data processing apparatus (2), which is selected as said target apparatus
(2); and
between two communication modes consisting of an active mode in which said first (1) and target (2) data
processing apparatuses alternately output a carrier in order to transmit data to each other; and a passive mode
in which only said first data processing apparatus (1) itself outputs a carrier in order to transmit data to the target
data processing apparatus (2), while the target data processing apparatus (2) transmits data by performing load
modulation on the carrier output by said first data processing apparatus (1), a communication mode for use in
data transmission by said first data processing apparatus (1) and said target apparatus (2) is set, wherein:
the first data processing apparatus (1) executes a detecting process for detecting an electromagnetic field within
a first time period defined by TIDT+nxTRFW, where TIDT is a first delay time, n is a random number, and TRFW
is a second delay time, said first time period being before the first data processing apparatus (1) initiates a data
exchange transaction with said target data processing apparatus (2), wherein
said first data processing apparatus (1) initiates said data exchange transaction by outputting a carrier to said
target data processing apparatus (2) only if no electromagnetic field is detected in said first time period; and
the target data processing apparatus (2) executes a detecting process for detecting an electromagnetic field
within a second time period defined by TADT+nxTRFW, where TADT is a third delay time, said second time period
being after said target data processing apparatus (2) has received a data transmission from said first data
processing apparatus (1) and before said target data processing apparatus (2) has responded to said data
transmission, wherein
when said active mode is selected, said target data processing apparatus (2) is configured to output a carrier
to said first data processing apparatus (1) in order to respond to said data transmission from said first data
processing apparatus (1) only if no electromagnetic field is detected in said second time period, and 

6. A communication method according to claim 5, wherein said first data processing apparatus (1) and said target
apparatus (2) each obtain a signal of data to be transmitted at at least one transfer rate among a plurality of transfer
rates by encoding the data into a Manchester code and performing amplitude modulation in accordance with the
Manchester code.

7. A communication method according to claim 5, wherein said first data processing apparatus (1) acquires information
of a plurality of transfer rates usable by said target apparatus (2), and changes, based on the information, a transfer
rate for use in one transaction between said first data processing apparatus (1) and said target apparatus (2).

8. A communication method according to claim 7, wherein said first data processing apparatus (1) acquires information
of all the transfer rates usable by said target apparatus (2) by transmitting a command and receiving a response to
the command.

9. A system according to claim 1; wherein:

the modulating means (19) of said first data processing apparatus (1) is configured to:

transmit data at a plurality of transfer rates;
recognize a communication party (2) based on a response sent back for transmission of the data at each
of the transfer rates; and
among the transfer rates, determine a transfer rate for use in data transmission between said first data
processing apparatus (1) and said communication party (2).

10. A system according to claim 1, wherein:

the modulating means (19) of said second data processing apparatus (2) is configured to:
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transmit data to a communication party (1) by transmitting, to the communication party (1), a response to
a command which is acquired by the demodulating means (13) of said second data processing apparatus
(2) after being transmitted from the communication party (1);
use said demodulating means (13) to perform demodulation at a plurality of transfer rates; and
determine the transfer rate, which is among the transfer rates of data capable of being demodulated by
said demodulating means (13), as a transfer rate for use in data transmission to the communication party (1).

11. A system according to claim 10, wherein said modulating means (19) is configured to perform load modulation on
the carrier, which corresponds to electromagnetic waves generated by said communication party (1).

12. A system according to claim 11, wherein said first (1) or second (2) data processing apparatuses further comprises
electromagnetic wave generating means (18) for forming an RF (Radio Frequency) field by generating electromag-
netic waves,
wherein said modulating means (19) is configured to modulate the carrier, which corresponds to electromagnetic
waves generated by said electromagnetic wave generating means (18).

Patentansprüche

1. Kommunikationssystem zur Ausführung von elektromagnetischer Induktions-Kommunikation unter Benutzung eines
eine einzelne Frequenz aufweisenden elektromagnetischen Trägerfelds, wobei das System ein erstes (1) und zwei-
tes (2) Datenverarbeitungsgerät aufweist,
wobei
das erste (1) und zweite (2) Datenverarbeitungsgerät jeweils aufweist:

eine Modulierungseinrichtung (19) zum Modulieren des Trägers in ein Signal aus Daten, das mit einer von
mehreren Übertragungsraten zu übertragen ist, und
eine Demodulierungseinrichtung (13) zum Demodulieren eines Signals aus Daten, das mit einer von mehreren
Übertragungsraten übertragen wird, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
das System derart konfiguriert ist, dass eine Übertragungsrate zur Benutzung zwischen dem ersten (1) und
zweiten (2) Datenverarbeitungsgerät für jede Transaktion änderbar ist,
das System derart konfiguriert ist, dass das zweite Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2) fähig ist, in den folgenden zwei
Kommunikationsmoden zu arbeiten:

einem aktiven Modus, bei dem das erste (1) und zweite (2) Datenverarbeitungsgerät abwechselnd einen
Träger ausgeben, um Daten zueinander zu übertragen, und
einem passiven Modus, bei dem nur das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) einen Träger ausgibt, um Daten
zum zweiten Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2) zu übertragen, während das zweite Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2)
Daten durch Ausführen einer Lastmodulation an dem vom ersten Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) ausgege-
benen Träger überträgt,
das System derart konfiguriert ist, dass Datenübertragung durch Benutzung irgendeines Kommunikations-
modus vom aktiven Modus und passiven Modus ausgeführt wird, wobei der Kommunikationsmodus wäh-
rend wenigstens einer Transaktion aufrechterhalten wird,
das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) außerdem aufweist:

einen Detektor (23), konfiguriert zum Ausführen eines Detektierungsprozesses zum Detektieren eines
elektromagnetischen Felds innerhalb einer durch TIDT+ n � TRFW definierten ersten Zeitperiode, wobei
TIDT eine erste Verzögerungszeit ist, n eine Zufallszahl ist und TRFW eine zweite Verzögerungszeit ist,
wobei die erste Zeitperiode ist, bevor das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) eine Datenaustausch-
transaktion mit dem zweiten Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2) initiiert, wobei
das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) konfiguriert ist zum Initiieren der Datenaustauschtransaktion
durch Ausgeben eines Trägers an das zweite Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2) nur, wenn in der ersten
Zeitperiode kein elektromagnetisches Feld detektiert wird, und
das zweite Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2) außerdem aufweist:

einen Detektor (23), konfiguriert zum Ausführen eines Detektierungsprozesses zum Detektieren
eines elektromagnetischen Felds innerhalb einer durch TADT + n’ � TRFW definierten zweiten
Zeitperiode, wobei TADT eine dritte Verzögerungszeit ist und n’ eine Zufallszahl ist, wobei die zweite
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Zeitperiode ist, nachdem das zweite Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2) eine Datenübertragung vom
ersten Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) empfangen hat und bevor das zweite Datenverarbeitungsgerät
(2) auf die Datenübertragung geantwortet hat, wobei,
wenn der aktive Modus ausgewählt ist, das zweite Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2) konfiguriert ist zum
Ausgeben eines Trägers an das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1), um auf die Datenübertragung
vom ersten Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) zu antworten nur, wenn kein elektromagnetisches Feld
in der zweiten Zeitperiode detektiert wird, und 

ist.

2. Kommunikationssystem nach Anspruch 1, wobei:

das erste (1) und zweite (2) Datenverarbeitungsgerät außerdem jeweils eine Codierungseinrichtung (16) zum
Codieren von Daten in einen Manchester-Code aufweist und
die Modulierungseinrichtung konfiguriert ist zum Erhalten eines Signals aus Daten, das mit wenigstens einer
Übertragungsrate aus den Übertragungsraten zu übertragen ist durch Ausführen einer Amplitudenmodulation
am Träger entsprechend dem Manchester-Code.

3. Kommunikationssystem nach Anspruch 1, derart konfiguriert, dass
jedes Datenverarbeitungsgerät des ersten (1) und zweiten (2) Datenverarbeitungsgeräts Information von mehreren
Übertragungsraten, die vom anderen Datenverarbeitungsgerät benutzbar sind, akquirieren kann, und die Übertra-
gungsrate zur Benutzung zwischen dem ersten (1) und zweiten (2) Datenverarbeitungsgerät auf Basis der Infor-
mation für eine einzelne Transaktion geändert werden kann.

4. Kommunikationssystem nach Anspruch 3, derart konfiguriert, dass
ein Datenverarbeitungsgerät von erstem (1) und zweitem (2) Datenverarbeitungsgeräts Information all der Über-
tragungsraten, die vom anderen Datenverarbeitungsgerät benutzbar sind, akquirieren kann durch Übertragen eines
Befehls und Empfangen einer Antwort auf den Befehl.

5. Kommunikationsverfahren zur Ausführung einer elektromagnetischen Induktions-Kommunikation durch ein erstes
Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) und wenigstens ein zweites Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2) unter Benutzung eines eine
einzelne Frequenz aufweisenden Trägers,
wobei
das Kommunikationsverfahren aufweist:

einen Auswahlschritt zum Auswählen durch das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) eines Zielgeräts (2) als eine
Kommunikationspartei aus dem wenigstens einen zweiten Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2),
einen Übertragungsraten-Bestimmungsschritt zum Bestimmen einer Übertragungsrate zur Benutzung bei Da-
tenübertragung durch das erste (1) und zweite (2) Datenverarbeitungsgerät aus mehreren Übertragungsraten,
einen Änderungsschritt zum Ändern eines die Kommunikation zwischen dem ersten Datenübertragungsgerät
(1) und dem Zielgerät (2) betreffenden Kommunikationsparameters,
einen Datenaustauschschritt zum, durch Übertragen eines Befehls zum Anfordern eines Datenaustauschs
durch das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) und Übertragen einer Antwort auf den Befehl durch das Zielgerät
(2), Austauschen von Daten zwischen dem ersten Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) und dem Zielgerät (2) und
einen Freigabeschritt zum Freigeben des zweiten Datenverarbeitungsgeräts (2), das als das Zielgerät (2) aus-
gewählt ist, und
zwischen zwei Kommunikationsmoden, bestehend aus einem aktiven Modus, bei dem das erste Datenüber-
tragungsgerät (1) und Ziel-Datenübertragungsgerät (2) abwechseln einen Träger ausgeben, um Daten zuein-
ander zu übertragen, und einem passiven Modus, bei dem nur das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) selbst
einen Träger ausgibt, um Daten zum Ziel-Datenübertragungsgerät (2) zu übertragen, während das Ziel-Daten-
übertragungsgerät (2) Daten durch Ausführen einer Lastmodulation an dem durch das erste Datenverarbei-
tungsgerät (1) ausgegebenen Träger überträgt, Einstellen eines Kommunikationsmodus zur Benutzung bei
Datenübertragung durch das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) und das Zielgerät (2), wobei
das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) einen Detektierungsprozess zum Detektieren eines elektromagnetischen
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Felds innerhalb einer durch TIDT+ n � TRFW definierten ersten Zeitperiode ausführt, wobei TIDT eine erste
Verzögerungszeit ist, n eine Zufallszahl ist und TRFW eine zweite Verzögerungszeit ist, wobei die erste Zeitpe-
riode ist, bevor das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) eine Datenaustauschtransaktion mit dem Ziel-Datenver-
arbeitungsgerät (2) initiiert, wobei
das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) die Datenaustauschtransaktion durch Ausgeben eines Trägers an das
Ziel-Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2) nur initiiert, wenn in der ersten Zeitperiode kein elektromagnetisches Feld
detektiert wird, und
das Ziel-Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2) einen Detektierungsprozess zum Detektieren eines elektromagnetischen
Felds innerhalb einer durch TADT+ n’ � TRFW definierten zweiten Zeitperiode ausführt, wobei TADT eine dritte
Verzögerungszeit ist und n’ eine Zufallszahl ist, wobei die zweite Zeitperiode ist, nachdem das Ziel-Datenver-
arbeitungsgerät (2) eine Datenübertragung vom ersten Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) empfangen hat und bevor
das Ziel-Datenverarbeitungsgerät (2) auf die Datenübertragung geantwortet hat, wobei
wenn der aktive Modus ausgewählt ist, das Ziel-Datenübertragungsgerät (2) konfiguriert ist zum Ausgeben
eines Trägers an das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1), um auf die Datenübertragung vom ersten Datenver-
arbeitungsgerät (1) zu antworten nur, wenn in der zweiten Zeitperiode kein elektromagnetisches Feld detektiert
wird, und 

ist.

6. Kommunikationsverfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) und das Zielgerät (2)
jeweils ein Signal aus Daten erhalten, das mit wenigstens einer Übertragungsrate aus mehreren Übertragungsraten
durch Codieren der Daten in einen Manchester-Code und Ausführen einer Amplitudenmodulation entsprechend
dem Manchester-Code zu übertragen ist.

7. Kommunikationsverfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) Information aus mehreren
Übertragungsraten, die durch das Zielgerät (2) benutzbar sind, akquiriert und auf Basis der Information eine Über-
tragungsrate zur Benutzung bei einer einzelnen Übertragung zwischen dem ersten Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1)
und dem Zielgerät (2) ändert.

8. Kommunikationsverfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei das erste Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) Information von all den
Übertragungsraten, die durch das Zielgerät (2) benutzbar sind, durch Übertragen eines Befehls und Empfangen
einer Antwort auf den Befehl akquiriert.

9. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Modulierungseinrichtung (19) des ersten Datenverarbeitungsgeräts (1) konfiguriert ist, um
Daten bei mehreren Übertragungsraten zu übertragen,
eine Kommunikationspartei (2) zu erkennen auf Basis einer zurückgesendeten Antwort zur Übertragung der Daten
bei jeder der Übertragungsraten, und
aus den Übertragungsraten eine Übertragungsrate zur Benutzung bei einer Datenübertragung zwischen dem ersten
Datenverarbeitungsgerät (1) und der Kommunikationspartei (2) zu bestimmen.

10. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Modulierungseinrichtung (19) des zweiten Datenverarbeitungsgeräts (2) konfiguriert ist, um
Daten zu einer Kommunikationspartei (1) zu übertragen durch Übertragung einer Antwort zur Kommunikationspartei
(1) auf einen Befehl, der von der Demodulierungseinrichtung (13) des zweiten Datenverarbeitungsgeräts (2) akqui-
riert wird, nach dem er von der Kommunikationspartei (1) akquiriert ist,
die Demodulierungseinrichtung (13) zum Ausführen einer Demodulation bei mehreren Übertragungsraten zu be-
nutzen und
die Übertragungsrate, die aus den Übertragungsraten von Daten, die fähig sind, von der Demodulierungseinrichtung
(13) demoduliert zu werden, als eine Übertragungsrate zur Benutzung bei Datenübertragung zur Kommunikations-
partei (1) zu bestimmen.

11. System nach Anspruch 10, wobei die Modulierungseinrichtung (19) konfiguriert ist zum Ausführen einer Lastmodu-
lation am Träger, der mit von der Kommunikationspartei (1) erzeugten elektromagnetischen Wellen korrespondiert.
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12. System nach Anspruch 11, wobei die erste (1) oder zweite (2) Datenverarbeitungsgerät außerdem eine Elektroma-
gnetischwellen-Erzeugungseinrichtung (18) zur Bildung eines RF-Felds (RF =Hoch- bzw. Radiofrequenz) durch
Erzeugen von elektromagnetischen Wellen aufweist, wobei
die Modulierungseinrichtung (19) konfiguriert ist zum Modulieren des Trägers, der mit den von der Elektromagne-
tischwellen-Erzeugungseinrichtung (18) erzeugten elektromagnetischen Wellen korrespondiert.

Revendications

1. Système de communication pour effectuer une communication par induction électromagnétique en utilisant un
champ électromagnétique de porteuse ayant une seule fréquence, le système comprenant des premier (1) et deuxiè-
me (2) dispositifs de traitement de données ;
dans lequel :

les premier (1) et deuxième (2) dispositifs de traitement de données comprennent chacun :

des moyens de modulation (19) pour moduler la porteuse en un signal de données à transmettre à l’un
d’une pluralité de débits de transfert ; et
des moyens de démodulation (13) pour démoduler un signal de données transmis à l’un d’une pluralité de
débits de transfert ; caractérisé en ce que :

le système est configuré de sorte qu’un débit de transfert destiné à être utilisé entre les premier (1) et
deuxième (2) dispositifs de traitement de données soit modifiable pour chaque transaction ;
le système est configuré de sorte que le deuxième dispositif de traitement de données (2) soit capable
de fonctionner dans les deux modes de communication suivants :

un mode actif dans lequel les premier (1) et deuxième (2) dispositifs de traitement de données
délivrent alternativement une porteuse afin de se transmettre des données l’un à l’autre ; et
un mode passif dans lequel seul le premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) délivre une
porteuse afin de transmettre des données au deuxième dispositif de traitement de données (2),
tandis que le deuxième dispositif de traitement de données (2) transmet des données en appliquant
une modulation de charge à la porteuse délivrée par le premier dispositif de traitement de données
(1) ;
le système est configuré de sorte que la transmission de données soit effectuée en utilisant n’im-
porte quel mode de communication parmi le mode actif et le mode passif, le mode de communication
étant maintenu pendant au moins une transaction ;
le premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) comprend en outre :

un détecteur (23) configuré pour exécuter un processus de détection pour détecter un champ
électromagnétique dans une première période de temps définie par TIDT + nxTRFW, où TIDT
est un premier retard, n est un nombre aléatoire et TRFW est un deuxième retard, ladite première
période de temps étant avant que le premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) lance une
transaction d’échange de données avec ledit deuxième dispositif de traitement de données
(2), dans lequel
ledit premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) est configuré pour lancer ladite transaction
d’échange de données en ne délivrant une porteuse audit deuxième dispositif de traitement
de données (2) que si aucun champ électromagnétique n’est détecté dans ladite première
période de temps ; et
le deuxième dispositif de traitement de données (2) comprend en outre :

un détecteur (23) configuré pour exécuter un processus de détection pour détecter un
champ électromagnétique dans une deuxième période de temps définie par TADT +
n’�TRFW, où TADT est un troisième retard et n’ est un nombre aléatoire, ladite deuxième
période de temps étant après que ledit deuxième dispositif de traitement de données (2)
a reçu une transmission de données dudit premier dispositif de traitement de données (1)
et avant que ledit deuxième dispositif de traitement de données (2) ait répondu à ladite
transmission de données, dans lequel
lorsque ledit mode actif est sélectionné, ledit deuxième dispositif de traitement de données
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(2) est configuré pour ne délivrer une porteuse audit premier dispositif de traitement de
données (1) afin de répondre à ladite transmission de données dudit premier dispositif de
traitement de données (1) que si aucun champ électromagnétique n’est détecté dans
ladite deuxième période de temps, et 

2. Système de communication selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

les premier (1) et deuxième (2) dispositifs de traitement de données comprennent chacun en outre des moyens
d’encodage (16) pour encoder les données en un code Manchester ; et
lesdits moyens de modulation sont configurés pour obtenir un signal de données à transmettre à au moins un
débit de transfert parmi les débits de transfert en appliquant une modulation d’amplitude à la porteuse confor-
mément au code Manchester.

3. Système de communication selon la revendication 1, configuré de sorte que :

l’un ou l’autre dispositif de traitement de données parmi les premier (1) et deuxième (2) dispositifs de traitement
de données peut acquérir des informations d’une pluralité de débits de transfert qui sont utilisables par l’autre
dispositif de traitement de données, et le débit de transfert destiné à être utilisé entre les premier (1) et deuxième
(2) dispositifs de traitement de données peut être modifié sur la base des informations pour une transaction.

4. Système de communication selon la revendication 3, configuré de sorte que :

l’un ou l’autre dispositif de traitement de données parmi les premier (1) et deuxième (2) dispositifs de traitement
de données peut acquérir des informations de tous les débits de transfert qui sont utilisables par l’autre dispositif
de traitement de données en transmettant une commande et en recevant une réponse à la commande.

5. Procédé de communication pour effectuer, par un premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) et au moins un
deuxième dispositif de traitement de données (2), une communication par induction électromagnétique en utilisant
une porteuse ayant une seule fréquence,
dans lequel :

ledit procédé de communication comprend :

une étape de sélection consistant à sélectionner, par ledit premier dispositif de traitement de données (1),
un dispositif cible (2) en tant que correspondant de communication parmi ledit au moins un deuxième
dispositif de traitement de données (2) ;
une étape de détermination de débit de transmission consistant à déterminer un débit de transfert destiné
à être utilisé dans une transmission de données par les premier (1) et deuxième (2) dispositifs de traitement
de données parmi une pluralité de débits de transfert ;
une étape de modification consistant à modifier un paramètre de communication concernant la communi-
cation entre ledit premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) et ledit dispositif cible (2) ;
une étape d’échange de données consistant à, en transmettant une commande pour demander un échange
de données par ledit premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) et en transmettant une réponse à la
commande par ledit dispositif cible (2), échanger des données entre ledit premier dispositif de traitement
de données (1) et ledit dispositif cible (2) ; et
une étape de libération consistant à libérer le deuxième dispositif de traitement de données (2), qui est
sélectionné en tant que dit dispositif cible (2) ; et
entre deux modes de communication consistant en un mode actif dans lequel ledit premier dispositif de
traitement de données (1) et ledit dispositif de traitement de données cible (2) délivrent alternativement
une porteuse afin de se transmettre des données l’un à l’autre ; et un mode passif dans lequel seul ledit
premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) délivre lui-même une porteuse afin de transmettre des
données au dispositif de traitement de données cible (2), tandis que le dispositif de traitement de données
cible (2) transmet des données en appliquant une modulation de charge à la porteuse délivrée par ledit
premier dispositif de traitement de données (1), un mode de communication destiné à être utilisé pour la
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transmission de données par ledit premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) et ledit dispositif cible
(2) est fixé, dans lequel :

le premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) exécute un processus de détection pour détecter un
champ électromagnétique dans une première période de temps définie par TIDT + nxTRFW, où TIDT est
un premier retard, n est un nombre aléatoire et TRFW est un deuxième retard, ladite première période
de temps étant avant que le premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) lance une transaction
d’échange de données avec ledit dispositif de traitement de données cible (2), dans lequel
ledit premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) lance ladite transaction d’échange de données en
ne délivrant une porteuse audit dispositif de traitement de données cible (2) que si aucun champ
électromagnétique n’est détecté dans ladite première période de temps ; et
le dispositif de traitement de données cible (2) exécute un processus de détection pour détecter un
champ électromagnétique dans une deuxième période de temps définie par TADT + n’xTRFW, où TADT
est un troisième retard et n’ est un nombre aléatoire, ladite deuxième période de temps étant après
que ledit dispositif de traitement de données cible (2) a reçu une transmission de données dudit premier
dispositif de traitement de données (1) et avant que ledit dispositif de traitement de données cible (2)
ait répondu à ladite transmission de données, dans lequel
lorsque ledit mode actif est sélectionné, ledit dispositif de traitement de données cible (2) est configuré
pour ne délivrer une porteuse audit premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) afin de répondre à
ladite transmission de données dudit premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) que si aucun
champ électromagnétique n’est détecté dans ladite deuxième période de temps, et 

6. Procédé de communication selon la revendication 5, dans lequel ledit premier dispositif de traitement de données
(1) et ledit dispositif cible (2) obtiennent chacun un signal de données à transmettre à au moins un débit de transfert
parmi une pluralité de débits de transfert en encodant les données en un code Manchester et en appliquant une
modulation d’amplitude conformément au code Manchester.

7. Procédé de communication selon la revendication 5, dans lequel ledit premier dispositif de traitement de données
(1) acquiert des informations d’une pluralité de débits de transfert utilisables par ledit dispositif cible (2), et modifie,
sur la base des informations, un débit de transfert destiné à être utilisé dans une transaction entre ledit premier
dispositif de traitement de données (1) et ledit dispositif cible (2).

8. Procédé de communication selon la revendication 7, dans lequel ledit premier dispositif de traitement de données
(1) acquiert des informations de tous les débits de transfert utilisables par ledit dispositif cible (2) en transmettant
une commande et en recevant une réponse à la commande.

9. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

les moyens de modulation (19) dudit premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) sont configurés pour :

transmettre des données à une pluralité de débits de transfert ;
reconnaître un correspondant de communication (2) sur la base d’une réponse renvoyée pour la transmis-
sion des données à chacun des débits de transfert ; et
parmi les débits de transfert, déterminer un débit de transfert destiné à être utilisé dans une transmission
de données entre ledit premier dispositif de traitement de données (1) et ledit correspondant de commu-
nication (2).

10. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

les moyens de modulation (19) dudit deuxième dispositif de traitement de données (2) sont configurés pour :

transmettre des données à un correspondant de communication (1) en transmettant, au correspondant de
communication (1), une réponse à une commande qui est acquise par les moyens de démodulation (13)
dudit deuxième dispositif de traitement de données (2) après sa transmission par le correspondant de
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communication (1) :

utiliser lesdits moyens de démodulation (13) pour effectuer une démodulation à une pluralité de débits de
transfert ; et
déterminer le débit de transfert, qui est parmi les débits de transfert de données capables d’être démodulés
par lesdits moyens de démodulation (13), en tant que débit de transfert destiné à être utilisé dans la transmission
de données au correspondant de communication (1).

11. Système selon la revendication 10, dans lequel lesdits moyens de modulation (19) sont configurés pour appliquer
une modulation de charge à la porteuse, qui correspond aux ondes électromagnétiques générées par ledit corres-
pondant de communication (1).

12. Système selon la revendication 11, dans lequel ledit premier (1) ou ledit deuxième (2) dispositif de traitement de
données comprend en outre des moyens de génération d’ondes électromagnétiques (18) pour former un champ
RF (radiofréquence) en générant des ondes électromagnétiques,
dans lequel lesdits moyens de modulation (19) sont configurés pour moduler la porteuse, qui correspond aux ondes
électromagnétiques générées par lesdits moyens de génération d’ondes électromagnétiques (18).
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