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(54) Grid for a suspended ceiling

(57) The ceiling grid (20) has main beams (21) and
cross beams (22, 23), which beams have the shape of
an inverted T with a web and vertical flanges, and form
square openings of the length L when assembled. The
main beams (21) are mounted in parallel with a distance
of 2 L and are provided in their webs with slots spaced
with a distance of L from each other. The cross beams
(22, 23) comprise first cross beams (22) to be assem-
bled perpendicularly to the main beam, having a length
of 2 L and being provided with connectors (25) at their
ends forming first stab-in-connections (26) with the slots
in the webs of the main beams (21), each first cross

beam (22) having a slot in the midst of its longitudinal
extension, and second cross beams (23) to be assem-
bled perpendicularly to the first cross beams (22), hav-
ing a length L and being provided with connectors (24)
at their ends forming second stab-in-connections (27)
with the slots in the webs in the midst of the longitudinal
extension of each of the first cross beams (22). The con-
nectors (24, 25) of both the first and second cross
beams (22, 23) have the same design. Accoridng to the
inventin there are means for making the first stab-in-
connection (26) tighter than the second stab-in-connec-
tion (27).
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a ceiling grid having
main beams and cross beams, which beams have the
shape of an inverted T with a web and vertical flanges,
and form square openings of the length L when assem-
bled, wherein the main beams are mounted in parallel
with a distance of 2 L and are provided in their webs with
slots spaced with a distance of L from each other, where-
in the cross beams comprise first cross beams to be as-
sembled perpendicularly to the main beam, having a
length of 2 L and being provided with connectors at their
ends forming first stab-in-connections with the slots in
the webs of the main beams, each first cross beam hav-
ing a slot in the midst of its longitudinal extension, and
second cross beams to be assembled perpendicularly
to the first cross beams, having a length L and being
provided with connectors at their ends forming second
stab-in-connections with the siots in the webs in the
midst of the longitudinal extension of each of the first
cross beams, and wherein the connectors of both the
first and second cross beams have the same design.
[0002] Such ceiling grids of the generic kind are
shown in the prior art according to US-A-5 839 246,
US-A-6 178 712, and US-A-5 517 796, respectively.
[0003] In installing the prior art grids, a main beam
section, generally twelve feet (12 ft.) in length, is assem-
bled end to end with another main beam section to form
a continuous main beam that extends lengthwise in the
ceiling, parallel to one of the side walls. Each of the sec-
tions of the continuous main beam is suspended from
the structural ceiling by hanger wires anchored in the
structural ceiling.
[0004] Another continuous main beam is then assem-
bled parallel to the first continuous main beam 4 ft. away
from the first continuous main beam. Four foot (4 ft.)
cross beams are then connected between the parallel
continuous main beams perpendicularly to the main
beams at two foot (2 ft.) intervals lengthwise along the
main beams. Two foot (2 ft.) cross beams then are in-
serted between the 4 ft. cross beams at the middle
thereof to form 2 f t square openings to receive panels.
[0005] In the prior art connections opposing connec-
tors in a connection are connected to each other, and
are connected to the web of the intersecting beam
through a slot in the web. They are assembled in a stab-
in motion. Each connector has a stop that abuts the web
of beam through which the connector is inserted.
[0006] In a prior art ceiling grid having 2 ft. by 2 ft.
openings, the connectors at the end of both the 2 ft. and
4 ft. cross beams are the same in a given ceiling, and
involve a clip or tongue at the end of the cross beam
that is inserted through an opening in the web of the
main beam, in the case of a 4 ft. cross beam, or through
an opening in the web of a 4 ft. cross beam, in the case
of a connector on the end of a 2 ft. cross beam.
[0007] The 4 ft. and 2 ft. cross beams with their con-
nectors, serve, in the case of the 4 ft. beams, to space

the beams to which they are connected, from one an-
other, in the plane of the ceiling, and, in the case of both
the 4 ft. and 2 ft. cross beams, to provide a horizontal
support for the acoustical panels inserted in the open-
ings between the beams.
[0008] In a completed assembly of beams, a grid with
defined 2 ft. by 2 ft. openings to receive panels, prefer-
ably acoustic panels, is formed. The main beams, are
desirably positioned substantially parallel to one anoth-
er at a relatively precise 4 ft. distance, with desirably
relatively tight connections, since any error in spacing
because of the 4 ft. cross beams becomes cumulative
across the ceiling, so that no longer is the grid a pattern
of precise 2 3 2 ft. square openings in the final assem-
bly.
[0009] Tight, tighter, and tightness as defined herein
refers to the possible lateral motion of the web that can
occur in a connection. Less lateral motion of the web
can occur in a tighter connection than in a looser con-
nection.
[0010] The prior art connectors of the type referred to
herein are, in a connection, not only connected to a web
of a beam in an intersection, but connected to each oth-
er. The present invention has no effect on the tightness
or looseness with which the connectors in a connection
are connected to one another, but only has an effect on
the possible lateral, or sideways, movement of the web
of the beam through which the connectors pass.
[0011] Although relatively tight connections between
the 4 ft. cross beams and main beams are desirable in
a grid in the spacing of the main beams from one another
to avoid a cumulative error across a ceiling, as explained
above, relatively loose connections are desirable in the
connections between the 4 ft. cross beams. In the in-
stallation of first the main beams, and then the 4 ft. cross
beams, fixed 2 ft. x 4 ft. openings are created. It is only
necessary for the 2 ft. cross beams to be connected to
the 4 ft. beams in order to support the inserted panels,
and not to space the 4 ft. cross beams in the plane of
the ceiling.
[0012] There is not only no need for the 2 ft. cross
beams to space the 4 ft. beams in the plane of the ceil-
ing, but a need that no such spacing occur. Should, for
instance, the 2 ft. cross beams be slightly too long or
slightly too short, or if the spacing between openings in
the main beams be slightly off from 2 ft., by using a rel-
atively tight connection, the 2 ft. cross beams would bow
the 4 ft. cross beams when connected in a given 2 ft. x
4 ft. opening during the construction of the ceiling. This
bowing would become cumulative down the row of 4 ft.
cross beams extending between a pair of parallel main
beams. By creating a relatively looser connection be-
tween the 4 ft. cross beams and 2 ft. cross beams, the
2 ft. cross beams are allowed to in effect float longitudi-
nally in the connection, without bowing the 4 ft. cross
beams, whereby any errors in the manufacturing of the
2 ft. cross beams, or the spacing of the 4 ft. cross beams
down the length of the main beams, can be tolerated.
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[0013] Thus, there is a conflict in the requirements for
tightness or looseness in the connections in a grid ceil-
ing having 2 ft. by 2 ft. openings.
[0014] A solution to the problem would appear to be
the use of two different kinds of connectors; a loose type
and a tight type. The prior art, however, uses the same
connector on both the 4 ft. and 2 ft. sections since man-
ufacturers need the relative simplicity of producing, stor-
ing, and selling one type of cross beam connector in a
given ceiling, and installers need to avoid confusion in
the installation which could arise from using different
types of connectors.
[0015] The prior art has settled on using the more
loose standard in all the connections in a ceiling grid
having 2 ft. x 2 ft. openings, since such standard can be
accommodated in both the connection at the main
beam, and the connection of the 2 ft. cross beam to the
4 ft. cross beam, even though the looser standard may
give rise to displacement of the main beams. The tighter
standard would create bowing of the 4 ft. cross beams,
which would become cumulative.
[0016] It is the object of the invention to provide a ceil-
ing grid of the generic kind allowing mutual fixing of the
beams without any bowing effects.
[0017] This object is obtained with the ceiling grid of
the generic kind by means for making the first stab-in-
connection tighter than the second stab-in-connection.
[0018] Preferably, the means for making the first stab-
in-connection tighter than the second stab-in-connec-
tion are provided such that the position of the stops of
the connectors of the first cross beams allows a lateral
movement between the main beams and the first cross
beam that is less than the lateral movement which the
position of the stops of the connectors of the second
cross beams allows in relation to the first cross beams.
[0019] It is convenient that the difference in the posi-
tions of the stops is between (35 x 10-5 L ± 7 x 10-5 L)
and (45 x 10-5 L ± 9 x 10-5 L) and is in a particularly
preferred case 41,8 x 10-5 L ± 8,4 x 10-5 L.
[0020] If the length L is 0,304 m (1 ft), the difference
in the positions of the stops is 0,1270 mm ± 0,0254 mm
(.005" ± .001").
[0021] Summarizing, the invention involves the posi-
tioning of the steps of the connectors.
[0022] The present invention provides for relatively
tighter main beam connections at the end of the 4 ft.
sections with relatively looser connections at the end of
the 2 ft. cross beams, to the 4 ft. cross beams, with the
same connector. This is accomplished by slightly mov-
ing the stop, in prior art connectors of the stab-in type,
a distance, for instance, of .005" ± .001", closer to the
web of the beam to which the connector is secured, in
a connection to a main beam, than in a cross beam con-
nection to a 4 ft. cross beam. Since a connector is in-
serted from each side of the web, the tightness in a main
beam connection is twice increased, for instance, by a
greater tightness of .010" ± .002" in the above example,
over the tightness of the connection of a 2 ft. cross beam

to a 4 ft. cross beam. In a long stretch, such increased
tightness at each main beam connection avoids a sub-
stantial drift in the spacing of the main beams.
[0023] In making the main beam connection tighter,
the present invention utilizes the ability of the main beam
to move relative to one another during the installation of
the 4 ft. cross beams.
[0024] In the present invention, wherein connections
at the end of the 4 ft. sections are made tighter than the
connections at the 2 ft. sections, the connectors them-
selves are of the same configurations, and are manu-
factured with the same machine tools, presses, and dies
in the same process. It is merely necessary to alter the
stop dimensions in the dies that stamp out the connec-
tors, to achieve the desired stop positions set forth
above. The connectors are installed in the same way.
[0025] The invention is further described by way of ex-
ample referring to the accompanying drawings.
[0026] Figure 1 is a schematic view of a ceiling grid,
taken from below the ceiling.
[0027] Figure 2 is a schematic view of a ceiling grid
being installed, taken from below.
[0028] Figure 3 is a front view of a prior art connector
that continues to be used in the present invention only
on the ends of a 2 ft. cross beam.
[0029] Figure 4 is a front view of the connector of the
invention, with the stop 50 moved forward on the con-
nector a distance of .005" ± .001" compared with the pri-
or art connector of Figure 3.
[0030] Figure 5 is a top view of the connector of Figure
3.
[0031] Figure 1 is a schematic view taken from below
of a prior art ceiling grid 20 having main beams 21 run-
ning continuously from left to right in the drawing. The
main beams 21, 4 ft. cross beams 22, and 2 ft. cross
beams 23, form 2 ft. x 2 ft. openings to receive laid-in
acoustical panels. Main beams 21 and 4 ft. cross beams
22 are shown by double solid lines, and 2 ft. cross
beams 23 by dashed lines, it being understood that
when an actual grid is viewed from below, one would
see the bottom of the flanges of the beams, which would
all appear alike. The beams are of inverted T-cross sec-
tions, with panels laid on the flanges of the T.
[0032] Connections 26 and 27 connect the beams to-
gether at intersections. The 4 ft. cross beams 23 are
connected to each other and to the main beams at con-
nection 26. The 2 ft. cross beams are connected to each
other, and to the 4 ft. cross beams at connection 27. In
forming the connections 26 and 27, connectors 24 on
the ends of the 4 ft. cross beams 22 extend through a
slot in the web of main beam 21, and connectors 25 on
the ends of the 2 ft. cross beams 23 extend through slots
in the web of the 4 ft. cross beams 22. Such connections
and connectors are of the prior art type as seen in Fig-
ures 3 and 5.
[0033] In the installation of a prior art ceiling, a main
beam 21, as seen schematically in Figure 2, is suspend-
ed from a structural ceiling, by wires at location 30. An-

3 4



EP 1 371 793 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

other main beam is then hung parallel to the main beam
21 at 30, at location 31. 4 ft. cross beams 22 are then
inserted between the main beams 21 at 30 and 31 by a
stabbing motion.
[0034] The main beam 21 at 31 is free to move some-
what as shown at 32, to accommodate this stabbing mo-
tion, since the beam 2,' at 31 is not yet locked in place
in the grid.
[0035] 2 ft. beams 23 are then inserted as at 33, again
by a stabbing motion, between the 4 ft. beams 22. The
4 ft. beams are not free to swing or move, as was the
main beam 21, at 31, as earlier described, in the assem-
bly of the grid.
[0036] The above process continues until the ceiling
grid 20 is assembled.
[0037] As shown in Figures 3 and 5 for the prior art
and in Figure 4 for the invention each connector has a
stop 50 at its bottom which stop 50 straddles the web of
the beam with which the connector is making the con-
nection by means of an associated slot in the web of the
beam.
[0038] The invention involves the different placement
of stop 50 as shown in Figures 3 and 4. The connector
of Figure 3 is secured to the ends of the 4 ft. cross beams
and the connector of Figure 4 is secured to the ends of
the 2 ft. cross beams. The connectors of Figures 3 and
4 are exactly the same except for the position of stop 50
as will be explained. The connectors shown in Figures
3 and 4 are of the stab-in type.
[0039] The connector 25 shown in Figure 3 has the
prior art stop 50 in the position used in the past on both
the 4 ft. cross beams that connect to the main beam,
and 2 ft. cross beams that connect to the 4 ft. cross
beams. The stop 50 is at the prior art position 51. In the
present invention, the prior art stop of Figure 3, with the
stop at the prior art position, will continue to be used at
ends of the 2 ft. cross beam. The same relatively loose
connections that now exist between the 2 ft. cross
beams and 4 ft. cross beams, will continue.
[0040] In the present invention, however, the stop 50
in the connector 24, as seen in Figure 4, will be extended
0,1270 mm ± 0,0254 mm (.005" ± .001") to the position
52, toward the end of the connector that first enters the
slot in the web of the beam through which the connector
is inserted. In Figures 3 and 4, such entrance end is
seen by arrow 36 that shows the direction of insertion
of the connector into the web during installation.
[0041] When a ceiling grid having 2 ft. x 2 ft. openings
is installed using the prior art connectors of Figure 3 and
4 in the runner, the connection at the main beams will
be 0,254 mm ± 0,0508 mm (.010" ± .002") tighter. The
stops on each side of the web will contribute to the in-
creased tightness. By so tightening up each such con-
nection occurring at 2 ft. intervals along a continuous
main beam, any substantial cumulative deviation from
the 4 ft. space between main beams across a ceiling, in
the grid pattern, is prevented. While holding the contin-
uous main beams to increased accuracy, the same con-

nector, but with a different stop position, is used on the
2 ft. sections to provide a looser connection that contin-
ues to meet the requirements of relative looseness or
float without any bowing of the 4 ft. beams in the plane
of the ceiling.
[0042] Both the connectors shown in Figures 3 and 4
continue to be manufactured in the same way, with the
same machinery, and continued to be attached to the
end of the cross beams in the same prior art way. The
slots in the main beams and 4 ft. cross beams remain
the same. Installation of the grid and disassembly of the
connections in the field takes place in the same way with
the installer required to make no deviation from their pri-
or art practice.

Claims

1. A ceiling grid (20) having main beams (21) and
cross beams (22, 23), which beams have the shape
of an inverted T with a web and vertical flanges, and
form square openings of the length L when assem-
bled,

- wherein the main beams (21) are mounted in
parallel with a distance of 2 L and are provided
in their webs with slots spaced with a distance
of L from each other,

- wherein the cross beams (22, 23) comprise

-- first cross beams (22) to be assembled per-
pendicularly to the main beam, having a
length of 2 L and being provided with con-
nectors (25) at their ends forming first stab-
in-connections (26) with the slots in the
webs of the main beams (21), each first
cross beam (22) having a slot in the midst
of its longitudinal extension, and

-- second cross beams (23) to be assembled
perpendicularly to the first cross beams
(22), having a length L and being provided
with connectors (24) at their ends forming
second stab-in-connections (27) with the
slots in the webs in the midst of the longi-
tudinal extension of each of the first cross
beams (22), and

- wherein the connectors (24, 25) of both the first
and second cross beams (22, 23) have the
same design,

characterized by

- means for making the first stab-in-connection
(26) tighter than the second stab-in-connection
(27).

2. A ceiling grid (20) according to claim 1, wherein the
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connectors (25, 24) have stops (50) for an abutment
with the respective webs when assembled, charac-
terized in that the means for making the first stab-
in-connection (26) tighter than the second stab-in-
connection (27) are provided such that the position
(51) of the stops (50) of the connectors (25) of the
first cross beams (23) allows a lateral movement
between the main beams (22) and the first cross
beam (23) that is less than the lateral movement
which the position (52) of the stops (50) of the con-
nectors (24) of the second cross beams (23) allows
in relation to the first cross beams (23).

3. A ceiling grid (20) of claim 2, characterized in that
the difference in the positions (51, 52) of the stops
(50) is between
(35 x 10-5 L ± 7 x 10-5 L) and (45 x 10-5 L ± 9 x 10-5 L).

4. A ceiling grid (20) according to claim 3, character-
ized in that the difference in the positions (51, 52)
of the stops (50) is 41,8 x 10-5 L ± 8,4 x 10-5 L.

5. A ceiling grid (20) according to claim 4, character-
ized in that the length L is 0,304 m (1 ft) and the
difference in the positions (51, 52) of the stops (50)
is 0,1270 ± 0,0254 mm (.005" ±.001").
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