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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to providing se-
cure software installation and upgrades on network de-
vices.

BACKGROUND

[0002] As enterprise computing and networks continue
to grow, it is often necessary for administrators/owners
of these systems to ensure that the images loaded and
executed on the network devices have not be altered or
tampered with my malicious parties. In certain deploy-
ments, such as government and financial networks, for
example, there is a requirement that network devices pro-
vide secure and continuous services. This, however, can
be difficult to enforce, particularly when the software run-
ning on customer premises equipment ("CPE") needs to
be upgraded or patched due to security concerns. Given
the central role that network devices serve in the opera-
tion of critical infrastructures, therefore, an owner/admin-
istrator of a network device may need to authenticate any
software running on the device prior to deploying it.
[0003] US 7,127,067 discloses a patch server that in-
cludes a first and second key generation platforms. A
first and second private key group containing a plurality
of first or second private keys, respectively, is generated
using the first or second key generation platform, respec-
tively. One of the first private keys is selected from the
first private key group, and one of the second private
keys is selected from the second private key group. A
first digital signature is generated based on the patch and
the first selected private key. A second digital signature
is generated based on the patch and the second selected
private key. The patch is transmitted to the patch client
together with the first and second digital signatures.

SUMMARY

[0004] The invention is set out in the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005]

FIG. 1 is a high-level diagram illustrating a network
security management system in which an image on
a network device is verified, according to an example
embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a customer premises
equipment device configured to participate in oper-
ations of the network security management system,
according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a write-protected key store in

the customer premises equipment device, according
to an example embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating writing enterprise
and/or owner/administrator key material to the key
store in the customer premises equipment device,
according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating the customer
premises equipment device in a setup mode, accord-
ing to an example embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating a boot sequence
of an image, according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for dual-
signing an image, according to an example embod-
iment.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for re-
signing an image, according to an example embod-
iment.

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for se-
curely writing to a key store in setup mode, according
to an example embodiment.

FIGs. 10A and 10B are flowcharts depicting opera-
tions performed to dual-sign an image on the cus-
tomer premises equipment device, according to an
example embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart depicting operations performed
to verify and install an image on the customer premis-
es equipment device, according to an example em-
bodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

Overview

[0006] Aspects of the invention are set out in the inde-
pendent claims and preferred features are set out in the
dependent claims. Features of one aspect may be ap-
plied to the aspects alone or in combination with other
aspects.
[0007] In accordance with one embodiment, a comput-
ing device receives an image that has been signed with
a first key, wherein the image includes a first computa-
tional value associated with it. A second computational
value associated with the image is determined and the
image is signed with a second key to produce a dual-
signed image that includes both the first and second com-
putational values. Prior to loading the dual-signed image,
the computing device attempts to authenticate the dual-
signed image using both the first and second computa-
tional values, and, if successful, installs the dual-signed
image.
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[0008] Systems and apparatus for implementing the
methods described herein, including network nodes,
computer programs, computer program products, com-
puter readable media and logic encoded on tangible me-
dia for implementing the methods are also described.

Example Embodiments

[0009] With reference first to FIG. 1, there is depicted
a block diagram of a customer premises entity ("CPE")
security management system 100 that includes a cus-
tomer network 105 that in turn includes a CPE device
110, customer key material device 120, and a network
controller 130. Also part of the system 100 is an enter-
prise server 140 and a trusted authority 150, which are
connected to an external network 160 with which the CPE
device 110 has connectivity. As shown in FIG. 1, CPE
device 110 is in direct communication with key material
device 120 and is in communication with a network con-
troller 130. CPE device 110 is also in communication with
enterprise key server 140 and trusted authority 150 over
external network 160. CPE device 110 may be a field
replaceable unit (FRU) in a modular customer system
that is monitored by network controller 130, and may be
moved around customer network 105. CPE device 110
may receive key material associated with owner/admin-
istrator of CPE device 110 directly from key material de-
vice 120, which may be a Universal Serial Bus (USB)
stick or other memory device that may be inserted directly
into the CPE device 110. CPE device 110 also may re-
ceive public key material associated with a known enter-
prise entity from enterprise server 140, and may further
receive images, and/or updates of images, signed with
private key material associated with the known enterprise
entity from the enterprise server 140. It should be under-
stood that an enterprise entity may be the manufacturer
of CPE device 110 or any other trusted source known to
the owner/administrator of CPE device 110. The system
100 may be configured such that neither enterprise serv-
er 140 nor trusted authority 150 is in a critical path for a
customer to install key material stored on key material
device 120, or to modify encryption keys previously
stored on CPE 110. Accordingly, a customer may install
encryption keys and certificates on CPE device 110 on
a per-device basis, so that a compromise on CPE device
110 does not affect other customer devices in customer
network 130.
[0010] In deployments such as those shown in FIG. 1,
it may be desirable for customers or system administra-
tors to be able to limit the installation of images on a CPE
device to only those images that have been validated
and signed by both the manufacturer and the adminis-
trator/owner of the CPE device. To enforce security and
data integrity, it also may be desirable to require the phys-
ical presence of a user/administrator prior to loading key
material onto the CPE device.
[0011] Generally, a user/administrator may add multi-
ple platform keys (PKs) and key exchange keys or key

encryption keys (KEKs) stored on customer key material
device 120 to a key store on CPE device 110 such that
PKs and KEKs associated with both a known enterprise
entity and an owner/administrator of CPE device 110 and
stored on CPE device 110 may be used to authenticate
an image before the image is installed onto CPE device
110. It should be appreciated that an enterprise entity
may be any entity that is a trusted source including, but
not limited to, the manufacturer of CPE device 110, and
an owner/administrator may be any entity that has phys-
ical dominion and control over CPE device 110 including,
but not limited to, a customer who purchased CPE device
110. It should be further appreciated that any set of suit-
able certificates or keys may be used to authenticate an
image or application prior to being installed on CPE de-
vice 110.
[0012] Furthermore, if CPE device 110 is moved
around customer network 130, customers/administrators
may modify contents of a key store to reinitialize the im-
age on CPE device 110. According to an embodiment,
as discussed in more detail below, system 100 may be
configured such that customers may be required to es-
tablish a physical presence before being allowed to mod-
ify or customize the contents of one or more of the key
stores resident on CPE device 110.
[0013] System 100 may be configured such that enter-
prise key material may be pre-populated onto CPE de-
vice 110, or may be further configured such that enter-
prise key server 140 may install or modify enterprise key
material on CPE device 110 via external network 160.
CPE device 110 may further request a valid certificate
from trusted authority 150, via external network 160, to
authenticate the enterprise key material, enabling CPE
device 110 to verify that a bootable image stored on CPE
device 110 was signed by a known enterprise entity. After
CPE device has authenticated the enterprise key mate-
rial, as discussed further below, CPE device may use the
enterprise key material to decrypt a signed hash value
of the image to determine whether the image has been
tampered with or altered by a third party.
[0014] It is to be understood that there may be multiple
customer sites/networks 130 in FIG. 1, wherein each cus-
tomer site/network 130 may include one or more CPE
devices 110.
[0015] The CPE security management system 100 al-
lows an owner/administrator entity to sign and authenti-
cate a bootable image on one or more CPE devices 110
and to verify that the image has been signed by both an
enterprise entity and the owner/administrator entity be-
fore the image may be installed on the one or more CPE
devices 110. System 100 further provides a mechanism
to require physical proximity to a CPE device 110 before
key material associated with the owner/administrator en-
tity may be installed or modified on the CPE device 110.
[0016] Reference is now made to FIG. 2, which shows
the CPE device 110 of FIG. 1 in more detail. The CPE
device 110 is a computing device. As shown in FIG. 2,
CPE device 110 includes one or more processors 210,
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a memory 220, one or more network interface units 270,
and a chassis 280 having one or more line card slots
housing one or more slot cards 290(N). To this end, mem-
ory 210 stores executable software instructions for au-
thentication module 230, hardware security module 215,
and boot loader module 240, and stores data for key store
250 and image data store 260. The one or more proces-
sors 210 may be a microprocessor or a microcontroller.
The one or more network interface units 270 may take
the form of network interface cards that enable network
communication, such as wired or wireless network com-
munication, to communicate with other devices in cus-
tomer network 130, enterprise key server 140, and/or
trusted authority 150. The one or more slot cards 290(N)
may each have various hardware capable of independ-
ently handling switching and/or routing functionalities.
While not shown as such in FIG. 2, it is therefore possible
that each of the slot cards 290(1)-290(N) may each in-
clude a processor 210, a memory 220 storing authenti-
cation module 230, boot loader 240, key store 250 and
image data store 260, and a network interface 270. Ac-
cording to an embodiment, the CPE device may be a
network device, e.g., switch, router, etc., capable of
switching and/or routing traffic within customer network
105. The memory 220 may include read only memory
(ROM), random access memory (RAM), magnetic disk
storage media devices, optical storage media devices,
flash memory devices, electrical, optical, or other phys-
ical/tangible memory storage devices. Thus, in general,
memory 210 may include one or more tangible (non-tran-
sitory) computer readable storage media (e.g., a memory
device) encoded with software comprising computer ex-
ecutable instructions and when the software is executed
(by processor 210) it is operable to perform the opera-
tions of the CPE device 110 described herein.
[0017] Authentication module 230 includes instruc-
tions for authenticating that an image has been signed
by both a known enterprise entity and an owner/admin-
istrator entity, and boot loader module 240 is responsible
for booting an image after it has been authenticated by
authentication module 230. Processor 210 may execute
instructions for authentication module 230 and boot load-
er module 240. For example, processor 210 may execute
instructions causing authentication module 230 to au-
thenticate an image stored in image data store 260.
[0018] Hardware security module 215 is configured to
generate a digital signature to be applied to an image
and/or a computational value, e.g., a hash, of an image.
Specifically, hardware security module 215 is configured
to generate a signature using a private key associated
with device 110 and provides a public key uniquely as-
sociated with the private key that enables the authenti-
cation module 230 to verify that a given signature was
generated by hardware security module 215. Hardware
security module 215 is further configured to safeguard
and manage digital keys for authenticating both the en-
terprise entity and the owner/administrator of CPE device
110. According to an embodiment, hardware security

module 215 may be a plug-in card residing on CPE device
110 or may be an external device that attaches directly
to CPE device 110. According to a further embodiment,
the functionality of hardware security module 215 may
be performed offline by the manufacturing or enterprise
entity, e.g., during a build process of CPE device 110 at
the manufacturing or enterprise entity premises.
[0019] In general, the disclosed embodiments provide
a secure environment in which an owner/administrator
may take "ownership" of CPE device 110 by generating
owner device-specific certificates, downloading and ver-
ifying trusted images and packages, signing the trusted
packages and images, and authenticating and preparing
an image prior to its installation on CPE device 110. The
owner device-specific certificates may include customer
PKs, customer KEKs, and integrated customer-enter-
prise key material. According to an embodiment, the im-
age may be prepared with dual signed trusted packages,
a dual-signed Basic Input/Output Operating System (BI-
OS), owner device-specific certificates, and a certificate
import toolkit provided by trusted authority 150 (FIG. 1).
[0020] Reference is now made to FIG. 3, which shows
a block diagram of key store 250 in CPE device 110,
according to an example embodiment. As shown in FIG.
3, key store 250 may be write-protected and may store
one or more digital certificates, such as X.509 certifi-
cates, associated with one or more enterprise entity plat-
form keys 310 and one or more enterprise entity key ex-
change keys 320, as well as one or more digital certifi-
cates associated with one or more customer platform
keys 330 and one or more customer key exchange keys
340. X.509 is an example of a standard for a public key
infrastructure (PKI) to manage digital certificates and
public-key encryption and is part of the Transport Layer
Security protocol used to secure web and email commu-
nication. X.509 is an ITU-T standard, and specifies for-
mats for public key certificates, certificate revocation lists,
attribute certificates, and a certification path validation
algorithm. According to an embodiment, CPE device 110
may receive the one or more X.509 certificates associ-
ated with a known enterprise entity and/or an owner/ad-
ministrator entity from trusted authority 160. Key store
250 may further comprise database 350 and relational
database 360.
[0021] As further shown in FIG. 3, database 350 may
store a certificate 352 associated with an image of an
operating system ("OS") of the CPE device 110, and
signed by a known enterprise entity. Key store 250 may
also store one or more security certificates 354 associ-
ated with an owner/administrator of the customer net-
work. According to an embodiment, certificate 352 may
be associated with an image for an operating system of
the CPE device 110, and is signed using a public-private
key pair, whose public key may be presented as an X.509
End Entity (EE) certificate to an owner/administrator. Ac-
cording to a further embodiment, an owner/administrator
of CPE device 110 may validate the image associated
with certificate 352 using offline using standard tools,
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e.g., openssl.
[0022] Reference is now made to FIG. 4 for a block
diagram of a write environment 400 and illustrating an
enterprise and/or owner/administrator writing key mate-
rial to key store 250, which may be housed on line card
290(1), for example, according to an example embodi-
ment. As shown in FIG. 4, write environment 400 includes
a dipswitch 410, key store 250, and United Extensible
Firmware Interface (UEFI) basic input/output system (BI-
OS) interface 420. UEFI BIOS interface 420 is configured
to carry multiple PKs and KEKs, enabling owners/admin-
istrators to add PKs and KEKs to key store 250 in CPE
device 110. That is, through the UEFI BIOS 420 interface
to CPE device 110, owners/administrators may be al-
lowed to modify or customize the key material in key store
250.
[0023] As further shown in FIG. 4, key store 250,
housed on lined card 290(1), is write-protected and is in
communication with dipswitch 410 via lines 412 and 414.
When set to "on," e.g., "1," dipswitch 410 may enable an
owner/administrator to write key material to key store
250. According to an embodiment, if set to "on," line 412
enables key material to be written to all line cards 290(1)-
290(N) in CPE device 110, whereas line 414 enables key
material to be written to only a specific line card, e.g.,
290(1). According to a further embodiment, each of the
line cards 290(1)-290(N) in CPE device 110 may include
a single dipswitch that only enables a write operation with
respect to that specific line card.
[0024] In general, write environment 400 provides for
the importation of administrator/owner key material, e.g.,
PK and KEK, into key store 250 in a secure manner, and
the subsequent addition of owner device-specific certif-
icates into the key store database 350 by adding the cer-
tificates as authenticated variables. According to an em-
bodiment, the default setting for key store 250 is write-
protected, i.e., key material may not be written to key
store 250. Therefore, in order to write key material to key
store 250, the appropriate switches on dipswitch 410
must first be set to "on," thereby allowing write operations
into key store 250. Consequently, the disclosed embod-
iments provide a mechanism whereby physical presence
of an owner/administrator is required prior to writing key
material to key store 250, ensuring the integrity of the
key material.
[0025] With reference to FIG. 5, a flow diagram is
shown illustrating CPE device 110 in a setup mode en-
vironment 500, according to an embodiment. Reference
may also be made to FIGs. 1-4 in connection with the
description of FIG. 5. As shown in FIG. 5, CPE device
110 in setup mode environment 500 may include two
data structures in memory 210, which may store key ma-
terials 502 and 503, respectively, including security cer-
tificates, to be used to authenticate images, e.g., software
and applications, loaded onto CPE device 110. For ex-
ample, a first data structure in memory 210 may be ini-
tially populated with enterprise key material (EE PK) 502
at the time of the factory build of CPE device 110, i.e.,

before device 110 is shipped to a customer, and a second
data structure in memory 210 may later be populated
with customer key material 506. According to an embod-
iment, enterprise key material 502 may be burned into
memory 210 to prevent a third party from tampering with
key material 502. Alternatively, enterprise server 140
may communicate enterprise key material, e.g., key ma-
terial 502, to CPE device 110, which may store the en-
terprise key material, e.g., 502, in memory 210 substan-
tially contemporaneously with the initial installation of
CPE device 110. It should be understood that key mate-
rials 502 and 503 may include, but are not limited to,
platform keys, key exchange keys, public-private key
pairs, and X.509 security certificates received from trust-
ed authority 130.
[0026] According to an embodiment, the CPE may op-
erate in three distinct modes, each having different con-
figurations of pre-stored key material. For example, in a
setup mode, a single enterprise entity’s key material,
such as key material 502, may be stored on device 110;
in a customer signed image mode, both enterprise key
material 502, and customer key material 506,may be
loaded and stored onto device 110, enabling device 110
to verify images, using both the customer and manufac-
turer key material; and in a manufacturer signed image
mode, only enterprise key material, such as key material
502 and 504, is loaded and stored onto device 110, en-
abling device 110 to verify images using only the enter-
prise key material.
[0027] As further shown in FIG. 5, the enterprise entity
or owner/administrator of device 110 may initially request
enterprise server 140 to transfer enterprise key material
onto device 110, at step 520, which may be stored on
device 110 as key material 502, at step 530. Thereafter,
when CPE device 110 is booted, i.e., powers on, it may
enter a setup mode, in which CPE device 110 has limited
functionality to determine whether both key materials 502
and 503 have been successfully loaded onto device 110.
If device 110 determines that both key materials 502 and
503 have not been successfully loaded onto device 110,
the owner/administrator of device 110 may choose to
have its own key material, such as key material 506, com-
municated from device 120, at step 540, and loaded onto
device 110 as key material 503, at step 550. Optionally,
at step 560, the owner/administrator of device 110 may
request the original enterprise key material, such as key
material 502, from enterprise server 140, which may be
loaded onto device 110 as key material 503. Once com-
plete, CPE device 110 may exit setup mode, allowing an
associated image to be successfully installed
[0028] As discussed further below, all systems and
software residing on CPE device 110 need two signa-
tures and/or certificates associated with the systems
and/or software prior to their being loaded onto CPE de-
vice 110. According to an embodiment, if UEFI BIOS 420,
which contains and manages the boot framework for CPE
device 110, has been modified so that it determines only
one set of key material, such as key material 502,, and
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that the other key material 503 is marked as empty, it will
not progress into booting CPE device 110. Rather, CPE
device 110 will continue to execute BIOS 420, where
CPE device 110 will wait for the owner/administrator to
provide key material 503 that can be used for authenti-
cating images. According to an embodiment, if the own-
er/administrator of CPE device 110 wants to return the
CPE device 110 to the enterprise entity for security rea-
sons, the owner/administrator may, using its key material
for authentication, instruct CPE device 110 to erase the
key material, such as CPE PK 506, on device 110 and
revert back to setup mode. Optionally, the owner/admin-
istrator key material, such as CPE PK 506, may be re-
placed with enterprise key material, such as EE PK 502.
[0029] In summary, the first time it boots, CPE device
110 requires two sets of key material associated with an
image, from some external source, prior to loading an
image onto the system. As such, any subsequent image,
e.g., software and/or application, loaded onto CPE de-
vice 110 after the initial boot must be signed by two sets
of key material, cosigned by both an enterprise entity and
an owner/administrator of CPE device 110, before it will
be installed by CPE device 110. For example, CPE de-
vice 110 may initially be set with "enable" on, and a key
material device 120, such as a memory stick device, may
be plugged into or connected to the CPE device 110 to
populate the device with key material associated with an
owner/administrator of CPE device 110. According to an
embodiment, a boot of CPE device 110 may be verified
using public keys associated with an enterprise entity
and a certificate associated with an operating system im-
age. According to another embodiment, the operating
system image may be authenticated using certificates
associated with the enterprise entity and with an own-
er/administrator of the CPE device 110, which may be
imported into a key store 250 (FIG. 4). After the operating
system image has been authenticated, the operating sys-
tem image may be loaded onto CPE device 110 and a
reboot may occur.
[0030] With reference to FIG. 6, a system flow diagram
is shown illustrating a boot sequence 600 of executable
images on CPE device 110, according to an example
embodiment. Reference may also be made to FIGs. 1-5
in connection with the description of FIG. 5. As shown in
FIG. 6, each of the system images, boot loader image
612, operating system ("OS") image 614, and infrastruc-
ture ("INFRA") image 616 has two signatures and/or cer-
tificates associated with it, whereas applications (APPS)
image 618 has only an owner/administrator signature
and/or certificate associated with it. For example, each
of the system images 612, 614, and 616 has a hash value
associated with the image that has been signed with the
public keys of both the enterprise entity and the own-
er/administrator of CPE device 110. However, as dis-
cussed further below, because the enterprise signature
associated with image 618 has been authenticated and
removed, image 618 may have only one signature and/or
certificate associated with the owner/administrator of

CPE device 110.
[0031] At 620, UEFI BIOS 420 validates the boot loader
image 612. BIOS 420 may validate image 612 by using
a public key associated with a known enterprise entity to
decrypt an enterprise hash value associated with boot
loader image 612. BIOS 420 may then use an owner/ad-
ministrator public key to decrypt the owner/administrator
hash value associated with image 612 and compares the
two hash values with a calculated hash value associated
with image 612. If BIOS 420 determines that the two hash
values equal the calculated hash value associated with
image 612, a reboot may occur in which BIOS 420 loads
and installs the boot loader image 612 onto CPE device
110 to generate boot loader module 240 (FIG. 2). At 630,
boot loader module 240 validates OS image 614 by de-
crypting both enterprise and owner/administrator hash
values stored with image 614 and compares the two de-
crypted hash values with a calculated hash value asso-
ciated with OS image 614. If boot loader module 240
validates that both hash values are the same as a hash
value associated with image 614, a reboot may occur in
which boot loader module 240 loads OS image 614 onto
CPE device 110 and installs the operating system asso-
ciated with OS image 614 on CPE device 110.
[0032] After the operating system stored by image 614
is validated and installed, a kernel process in OS 614
may, at 640, validate an environment image, e.g., INFRA
image 616. As described above, two signed hash values
are required before image 616 may be loaded and in-
stalled onto CPE device 110. For example, the kernel
process may calculate a hash value associated with im-
age 616 and compare the calculated hash value with two
hash values stored with INFRA image 616, and if both
hash values equal the calculated hash value associated
with image 616, the kernel process may allow the envi-
ronment image 616 to be loaded and installed on CPE
device 110.
[0033] After boot loader image 612, OS image 614 and
INFRA image 616 have been successfully validated and
securely installed, it may be desirable to set CPE device
110 into an optional "owner" mode in which the owner/ad-
ministrator of CPE device 110 may install application im-
ages onto device 110. As with the operating system and
infrastructure images, an application image must be au-
thenticated prior to being installed on CPE device 110.
However, because the owner/administrator is loading the
program directly onto CPE device 110, the enterprise
signature initially stored with APPS image 618 is authen-
ticated and removed prior to the owner/administrator of
CPE device 110 resigning APPS image 618 with a hash
value associated with APPS image 618. For example,
as shown in FIG. 6, APPs image 618 may be validated,
at 650, using only the signed hash value associated with
owner/administrator of CPE device 110. If APPS image
618 is successfully validated, INFRA image 616 may al-
low the APPS image 618 to be loaded and installed on
CPE device 110.
[0034] With reference to FIG. 7, a system flow diagram
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is shown illustrating a method 700 for dual-signing an
image, according to an example embodiment. As dis-
cussed above, an image must be signed by two entities
prior to being loaded and installed onto CPE device 110.
Accordingly, as shown in FIG. 7, a signed object (SOBJ)
image 710, may comprise an object file (OBJ) 705, an
encrypted hash value 707 associated with the OBJ file
705, which may be signed with a private key associate
with a known enterprise entity, and a security certificate
709 associated with the known enterprise entity that
signed hash value 707. At 720, OBJ file 705 is extracted
from the signed SOBJ image 710 and, at 730, a hash
value 735 associated with the object (OBJ) file 705 is
generated. For example, a secure hash algorithm
("SHA"), e.g., SHA2, is performed on object file (OBJ)
705 to generate the hash value 735. It should be under-
stood, however, that any one-way algorithm may be per-
formed on the OBJ file 705 to generate a computational
value that may be used to authenticate OBJ file 705.
[0035] At 740, the encrypted hash value 707 is extract-
ed from signed SOBJ image 710 and the certificate 709
associated with the enterprise entity that signed hash
value 707is validated using at least the information in-
cluded in certificate 709. According to an embodiment,
the certificate 709 may be generated by trusted authority
150 (FIG. 1) and may include information identifying a
public key associated with a specific enterprise entity and
a validity period during which the certificate 709 is valid.
According to a further embodiment, a known enterprise
entity may generate encrypted hash value 707, sign the
encrypted hash value 707 with a private key uniquely
associated with the known enterprise entity, and attach
the signed encrypted hash value 707 and certificate 709
to OBJ file 705 to generate the signed SOBJ image 710,
which may be stored in key store 250 by the enterprise
entity prior to shipping CPE device 110.
[0036] If the certificate 709 associated with encrypted
hash value 707 and the enterprise entity is validated, at
750, the encrypted hash value 707 is decrypted, using a
public key associated with the private enterprise key used
to encrypt hash value 707, to generate encrypted hash
value 755. At 760, the hash values 735 and 755 are com-
pared to determine whether they are equal. If they are
equal, at 770, hash value 755 is encrypted using a private
encryption key associated with the owner/administrator
of CPE device 110 to produce hash value 775, and a
certificate 777 associated with the owner/administrator
of CPE device 110 is generated. At 780, hash value 775
is attached to signed SOBJ image 710 and, at 790, cer-
tificate 777 is also attached to the signed SOBJ image
710 to generate dual-signed object (DOBJ) image 795.
Dual-signed DOBJ image 795 therefore may include OBJ
file 705, encrypted hash value 707 signed by a known
enterprise entity, certificate 709 associated with the
known enterprise entity and hash value 707, encrypted
hash value 775 signed by an owner/administrator of CPE
device 110, and certificate 777 associated with the own-
er/administrator and hash value 775. Accordingly, be-

cause the dual-signed DOBJ image 795 is signed by both
a known enterprise entity and an owner administrator of
CPE device 110, DOBJ image 795 may be loaded onto
CPE device 110 and authenticated using the techniques
described herein.
[0037] In general, therefore, parts of the functions of
the CPE device 110 are allowed to be effectively closed
from unauthorized intrusion, thereby preserving the in-
tegrity of the hardware and software running on CPE de-
vice 110, such as a BIOS 420, a bootloader image 612,
an OS image 614, and an INFRA image 616. The dual-
signing image method disclosed herein also provides
supply chain integrity to a customer, while providing a
trusted platform that allows for trust to be imparted to a
software stack.
[0038] With reference to FIG. 8, a system flow diagram
is shown illustrating a method 800 for resigning an image,
according to an example embodiment. As described
above, in an "owner" mode, an application image may
be resigned by an owner/administrator prior to being
loaded and installed on CPE device 110. Accordingly, as
shown in FIG. 8, an enterprise object (EOBJ) image 810,
signed by a known enterprise entity, may comprise an
object file (OBJ) 805, an encrypted hash value 807 as-
sociated with OBJ file 805, which may be signed with a
private key associated with a known enterprise entity,
and a certificate 809 associated with the known enter-
prise entity that signed hash value 807. At 820, the OBJ
file 805 is extracted from EOBJ image 810 and, at 830,
a hash value 835 associated with the OBJ file 805 is
generated. For example, a secure hash algorithm
("SHA"), e.g., SHA2, is performed on objects file 805 to
generate the hash value 835. It should be understood,
however, that any one-way algorithm may be performed
on objects file 805 to generate a computational value that
may be used to authenticate object file 805.
[0039] At 840, the encrypted hash value 807 is extract-
ed from EOBJ image 810 and the certificate 809 associ-
ated with the enterprise entity that signed hash value 807
is validated using at least the information included in cer-
tificate 809. If the certificate is validated, at 850, the en-
crypted hash value 807 is decrypted, using a public key
associated with the private enterprise key used to encrypt
hash value 807, to generate encrypted hash value 855.
At 860, the hash values 835 and 855 are compared to
determine whether they are equal. If they are equal, at
870, hash value 855 is encrypted using a private encryp-
tion key associated with the owner/administrator of CPE
device 110 to produce hash value 875, and a certificate
877 associated with the owner/administrator of CPE de-
vice 110 is generated. At 880, hash value 875 is attached
to OBJ file 805 and, at 890, certificate 877 is also attached
to OBJ file 805 to generate customer object (COBJ) im-
age 895 that includes a single encrypted hash value as-
sociated with OBJ file 805 that has been resigned by the
owner/administrator of CPE device 110.
[0040] In general, after INFRA image 616 has been
authenticated and installed, the embodiment described
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in connection with FIG. 8 allows for an optional "owner"
mode, in which owners/administrators of CPE device 110
may securely install applications on CPE device 110 at
the premises of the owner/administrator.
[0041] With reference to FIG. 9, a flow diagram illus-
trating a method 900 for securely writing key material to
a key store 250 to authenticate and load an OS image
614 on CPE device 110, according to an embodiment.
As shown in FIG. 9, key store 250 may be write-protected
and may store one or more X.509 certificates associated
with one or more enterprise entity platform keys (EE PK)
310 and one or more enterprise entity key exchange keys
(EE KEK) 320, as well as one or more X.509 certificates
associated with one or more customer platform keys
(CPE PK) 330 and one or more customer key exchange
keys (CPE KEK) 340. Key store 250 may further comprise
database 350 and relational database 360. As further
shown in FIG. 3, database 350 may store a certificate
(OS EE) 352 associated with a bootable image that is
signed by an enterprise entity and one or more security
certificates (CPE EE) 354 associated with an owner/ad-
ministrator. As shown, the bootable image associated
with certificate 352 may be an operating system ("OS").
[0042] As further shown in FIG.9, key store 250 is write-
protected and is in communication with dipswitch 410 via
line 910, which, when set to "on," e.g., "1," may allow an
owner/administrator to write key material to key store
250. According to an embodiment, an owner/administra-
tor of CPE device 110 does not require a trusted source
to sign any of their credentials in order to deploy key
material onto CPE device 110. In general, if the key store
250 mandates dual-signed images, e.g., through updat-
ed requirements of UEFI BIOS 420, CPE device 110 will
only install a bootloader that is dual-signed and verifiable
using the certificates in key store 250. Similar processes
may be used for software upgrades on CPE device 110.
[0043] According to an embodiment, an update to UEFI
BIOS 420 may be performed using a BIOS capsule up-
date, and a signed UEFI BIOS 420 may be provided by
a trusted source, e.g., a known enterprise entity. A trusted
source may also provide a tool that may be used to add
additional, e.g., owner/administrator-specific, signatures
to an update such that a new UpdateCapsule may be
generated. The updated UEFI BIOS then may be placed
in a known location in memory 220 of the CPE device
110 (FIG. 2) by the UEFI BIOS 420, and a system man-
agement mode (SMM) in the BIOS may copy over the
new UEFI BIOS 420 and reset.
[0044] Upon insertion of line card 290(N) into CPE de-
vice 110, a local dipswitch 410 may be set to "on," ena-
bling key store 250 to be populated with key material,
e.g., from key material device 120, and the CPE device
110 to initiate a basic operating system boot. For exam-
ple, when line card 290(N) is inserted into CPE device
110, a per-card dipswitch may be toggled "on" as the
card 290(N) is inserted. An image boot may be held in
reset at OS image 614, as shown in FIG. 6, and a user
or operator may import owner/administrator specific key

material onto the line card from key material device 120.
If needed, UEFI BIOS 420 and/or a bootloader image
612 may be updated. Upon updating the BIOS 420 and/or
the bootloader image 612, the dipswitch 410 may be reset
and the line card 290(N) may be rebooted, and an oper-
ating system may reimage itself to a reference image.
[0045] In general, the embodiments presented herein
allows for multiple key material to be present in key store
250. For example, when CPE device 110 is shipped to
a customer, it may be shipped with key material and cre-
dentials associated with an enterprise entity, e.g., enter-
prise key encryption keys, enterprise public keys, and
certificates associated with the enterprise entity. The key
material and credentials are stored in database 350.
When an owner/administrator of CPE device 110 re-
ceives the CPE device 110, the owner/administrator may
populate their key materials, e.g., public keys, key en-
cryption keys, and certificates, into database 350. How-
ever, because key store 250 is write-protected, dipswitch
410 must be set to "on," causing dipswitch 410 to send
a signal via line 910 to key store 250 enabling an own-
er/administrator of CPE device 110 to write their key ma-
terial to key store 250. It should be understood, that any
suitable hardware-based mechanism may be used to
transition key store 250 to a write-enabled mode. For
example, a button on CPE device 110 or a screwdriver
may be used. This signal generated and sent by the
dipswitch serves as an authorization signal used for de-
termining whether the external device (dipswitch or but-
ton) is directly connected to the CPE device 110.
[0046] After the owner/administrator of CPE device
110 completes a write operation of key material into da-
tabase 350, the owner/administrator of CPE device 110
may revert the settings on dipswitch 410 to "off," thereby
transitioning key store 250 back to a write-protected
mode. Accordingly, software may only write onto CPE
device 110 if the associated mechanical/hardware set-
tings are set to permit the software to write onto the device
110. If the mechanical/hardware settings are not set to
allow write operations to occur, then any write operation
to CPE device 110 will fail.
[0047] According to an embodiment, when key store
250 is transitioned from write-protected to write-enabled,
an alarm is sent from CPE device 110 to network con-
troller 130 (FIG. 1) to alert network controller 130 that
CPE device may be tampered with. Furthermore, once
the write operation on CPE device 110 is finished, CPE
device 110 will continue to repeatedly warn the owner/ad-
ministrator and the network controller 130 that key store
250 remains in a write-enabled mode. Optionally, CPE
device 110 will automatically revert key store 250 to a
write-protected mode and place CPE device into a "safe"
mode having limited functionality.
[0048] In general, therefore, dip-switch 410, or any
suitable hardware/mechanical mechanism, ensures that
an owner/administrator of CPE device 110 has physical
control of the CPE device 110 before a write operation
to CPE device 110 will be allowed. Furthermore, if an
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unauthorized write operation is initiated on the device
110, an alarm is sent to a network controller 130 alerting
the network controller 130 to the write operation, and, in
response, controller 130 may monitor CPE device 110
remotely at a centralized location, providing an additional
safeguard for CPE device 110 to ensure that the device
110 is not under a remote-based attack. Additionally, with
respect to software upgrades on CPE device 110, a
standard conventional software upgrade may be per-
formed using the dual-sign embodiments disclosed here-
in as well as an optional resign for application packages
installed by an owner/administrator of the CPE device
110.
[0049] For card removal, and remote memory access
("RMA"), an owner/administrator may use UEFI BIOS
420 authenticated variables to update their KEK keys, or
credentials they have populated in database 350 and/or
a database 360. Furthermore, when a line card 290(N)
is removed from CPE device 110, owner/administrator
specific credentials, e.g., certificate 354, may be re-
moved using authenticated variables in sequence. For
example, certificate 354, and substantially any additional
contents of database 350 generated using CPE KEK 340
may be removed. CPE KEK 340 then may be removed
using CPE PK 330, and then CPE PK 330 may be re-
moved. It should be appreciated that in some instances,
removal may not be possible.
[0050] If removal is not possible, a line card may be
inserted into an empty chassis in CPE device 110, with
a card specific write-enable dipswitch turned on. Using
a tool provided by a trusted source, CPE PK 330 and
CPE KEK 340 may be erased, and the contents of data-
base 350 may be cleared. According to an embodiment,
a trusted source may provide authenticated variables
which may be used to restore a certificate associated
with an enterprise entity in database 350. According to
a further embodiment, a trusted source, e.g., a known
enterprise entity, may also clear the contents of database
350. For example, if a trusted source receives a card with
extra credentials, the card may be placed in an empty
chassis, and excess credentials may be removed from
key store 240, before proceeding. Key rollovers may be
accomplished using standard UEFI authenticated varia-
bles. However, it should be appreciated that neither a
trusted source, nor a malicious agent, may deploy any-
thing on the devices of a customer or alter the credentials
of the customer. Additionally, an owner/administrator of
CPE device 110 generally may not tamper with the cre-
dentials of a trusted source, e.g., certificates 310 and
320, and, as such, supply chain integrity of CPE device
110 may be ensured.
[0051] With reference to FIGs. 10A and 10B, flow-
charts are shown depicting example operations 1000 and
1050 performed to dual-sign an executable image on a
computing device, such as the aforementioned CPE de-
vice 110, according to an example embodiment. Specif-
ically, FIG. 10A first depicts process 1000, performed by
a manufacturing or enterprise entity to populate a boot

loader object file signed by an enterprise entity onto CPE
device 110. FIG. 10B depicts process 1050 performed
to authenticate the signed boot loader object file and, if
successfully authenticated, to append a customer’s sig-
nature onto the boot loader object file before the object
file is installed on CPE device 110. It should be under-
stood that, while FIGs 10A and 10B depict operations
performed to dual-sign a bootloader object file, process-
es 1000 and 1050 may be performed on any software
image or file that is provided by a manufacturer, or other
enterprise entity, that is designed to be installed onto
CPE device 110, including, but not limited to, operating
system images, e.g., OS image 614, and/or platform im-
ages, e.g., image 616. Reference may also be made to
FIGs. 1-9 in connection with the description of FIGs. 10A
and 10B.
[0052] As shown in FIG 10A, initially, at 1010, during
a build process, e.g., by a manufacturing or enterprise
entity, CPE device 110 verifies boot loader source code.
If, at 1015, the boot loader source code is successfully
verified, operation proceeds to 1025, otherwise operation
proceeds to 1020. At 1020, a new iteration boot loader
source code is generated and operation returns to 1010.
[0053] At 1025, a hash value of the boot loader object
file is generated using a hash algorithm, e.g., SHA2, ,
and is signed, e.g., by hardware security module 215,
with an encryption key associated with device 110. At
1030, a public key uniquely associated with device 110
is appended to the generated hash value.
[0054] At 1035, the boot loader object file and/or the
signed hash value of the boot loader object file are pop-
ulated onto device 110, and method 1000 ends. Accord-
ing to an embodiment, the boot loader object file and/or
signed hash value of the boot loader object file may be
populated on device 110 by a manufacturing or enter-
prise entity. According to a further embodiment, the boot
loader object file and/or signed hash value may be down-
loaded onto device 110 by an owner/administrator of de-
vice 110 from enterprise server 140.
[0055] As shown in FIG. 10B, initially, at 1060, hard-
ware security module 215 generates a hash value asso-
ciated with the boot loader object file, and, at 1065, au-
thentication module 230 verifies the authenticity of the
boot loader object file. For example, authentication mod-
ule 230 may verify the authenticity of the boot loader ob-
ject file by comparing the hash value of the boot loader
object file generated by hardware security module 215
with the hash value populated onto device 110 to deter-
mine whether they are the same. At 1070, if authentica-
tion module 230 successfully verifies the boot loader ob-
ject file, operations proceed to step 1075, otherwise
method 1050 ends.
[0056] At 1075, hardware security module 215 regen-
erates a hash value of the boot loader image and, at
1080, co-signs the regenerated hash value for the boot
loader object file with an encryption key associated with
an owner/administrator of the CPE device 110. According
to an embodiment, hardware security module 240 may
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generate a public/private key pair associated with device
110 and sign the regenerated hash value using the pri-
vate key associated with device 110. At 1085, hardware
security module 215generates a new boot loader image
file 612, including both hash values signed by the enter-
prise entity and the owner/administrator of CPE device
110, by appending a public key associated with CPE de-
vice 110. At 1090, the new boot loader image file 612 is
installed on CPE device 110, and method 1050 ends.
[0057] With reference to FIG. 11, a flowchart is shown
depicting example operations 1100 performed to verify
and install an image on a computing device, Reference
is also made to FIGs. 1-9 for purposes of this description.
[0058] Initially, at 1110, a computing device receives
an image signed with a first key, wherein the image in-
cludes a first computational value associated with the
image. At 1120, the computing device determines a sec-
ond computational value associated with the image.
[0059] At 1130, the computing device signs the image
with a second key to produce a signed image that in-
cludes the second computational value associated with
the image.
[0060] At 1140, the computing device authenticates
the image using both the first and second computational
values, and if the image is successfully authenticated,
operation proceeds to 1160, otherwise operation 1100
ends. At 1160, the computing device installs the image
and operation 1100 ends.
[0061] The embodiments disclosed herein allow an
owner/administrator of a computing device to securely
install a bootable image onto a computing device. For
example, the owner/administrator may set a dipswitch in
communication with the computing device to "on," tran-
sitioning a key store on the computing device to a write-
enabled state, allowing key material associated with the
owner/administrator to be written to the key store. Using
the key material in the key store, the computing device
may create an image that is a dual-signed image that is,
signed by both an enterprise entity and the owner/admin-
istrator of the CPE device 110. The computing device
may then be rebooted with the dual-signed image. Addi-
tionally, a dual-signed infrastructure package may be
provided for software updates to an owner/administrator
specific device, and optional resign application packages
may also be provided.
[0062] Advantages of the embodiments include pro-
viding an additional layer of security to control/restrict the
ability of third parties to maliciously attack customer-
owned network devices. In certain deployments, such as
government and financial institutions, there is a require-
ment that network devices provide secure and continu-
ous services. Thus, the computing device (CPE device)
referred to herein may be a network switch, router, fire-
wall, etc., that is to be deployed in certain environments
where this additional layer of security is desired. Accord-
ing to embodiments presented herein, software may only
be installed on a network device if the software has been
hashed and signed by both an enterprise entity and an

owner/administrator of the network device. The signa-
tures associated with both the enterprise entity and the
owner/administrator may be authenticated and the asso-
ciated hash values compare to ensure that the software
and/or update has not been altered by a third party. In
so doing, the network device verifies that authenticity of
the software, ensuring that only authenticated images
are installed on the network device.
[0063] In accordance with one embodiment, a method
and system are disclosed in which a dual-signed image
is validated prior to installation on a customer premises
equipment. The image is signed by both (a) the manu-
facturer of the customer premises equipment and (b) the
owner/administrator of the customer premises equip-
ment, i.e., a trusted source. In so doing, the owner/ad-
ministrator of the device is able to verify that the image
is authenticated by both the production entity, i.e., source
of the image, and the enterprise entity, i.e., owner/ad-
ministrator of the device, to determine that the image is
a valid installation/upgrade image that may be safely in-
stalled.
[0064] The embodiments presented herein also pro-
vide for a method to ensure the integrity of key materials
stored on a network device and used to authenticate im-
ages to be loaded onto the device. For example, a
dipswitch, or suitable hardware/mechanical means, in
communication with the network device, needs to be set
to "on" before any key material may be written into a key
store on the network device, ensuring the physical pres-
ence of an owner/administrator seeking to write key ma-
terial to the device. Furthermore, if the dipswitch is not
turned to "off" after the write operation is completed, an
alarm is sent to a centralized network controller, alerting
the controller that the network device may be compro-
mised, thereby preserving the integrity of the network
devices within the customer network.
[0065] In one form, a method is provided comprising:
at a computing device: receiving an image that has been
signed with a first key, wherein the image includes a first
computational value associated with the image; deter-
mining a second computational value associated with the
image; signing the image with a second key to produce
a signed image that includes the second computational
value associated with the image; authenticating the im-
age using both the first and second computational values;
and based on the authenticating, installing the image on
the computing device.
[0066] In another form, an apparatus is provided com-
prising: a network interface unit that enables network
communications; and a processor, coupled to the net-
work interface unit, and configured to: receive an image
that has been signed with a first key, wherein the image
includes a first computational value associated with the
image; determine a second computational value associ-
ated with the image; sign the image with a second key
to produce a signed image that includes the second com-
putational value associated with the image; authenticate
the image using both the first and second computational
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values; and install the image based on the authentication.
[0067] In yet another form, a non-transitory processor
readable medium storing instructions is provided that,
when executed by a processor, cause the processor to:
receive an image that has been signed with a first key,
wherein the image includes a first computational value
associated with the image; determine a second compu-
tational value associated with the image; sign the image
with a second key to produce a signed image that in-
cludes the second computational value associated with
the image; authenticate the image using both the first
and second computational values; and based on the au-
thenticating, install the image on the computing device.
[0068] In one embodiment, a United Extensible
Firmware Interface (UEFI) basic input/output system (BI-
OS) keystore is arranged to carry multiple platform keys
(PKs) and key exchange keys (KEKs), and to allow users,
e.g., operators or customers, to add PKs and KEKs to
the keystore. That is, customers may be allowed to mod-
ify keystores. It should be appreciated that customers
may effectively be required to establish a physical pres-
ence before the customers are allowed to modify con-
tents of keystores. By implementing procedures and/or
processes the first time a system is onboarded, when
field replaceable units (FRUs) in a modular system are
moved around, as well as other processes related to
sparing, customers may be allowed to modify contents
of a keystore.
[0069] For on boarding, an operator may be substan-
tially required to establish a physical presence, and then
to update a keystore using a systems in accordance with
this disclosure. In one embodiment, through the use of
Linux constructs, a memboot may be used with respect
to an operating system that is signed by a trusted entity,
e.g., an entity that provides the systems in accordance
with this disclosure, but in a file system. Images and pack-
ages may carry customer signatures in addition to the
usual trusted signatures, or signatures from a trusted en-
tity. A system in accordance with this disclosure may be
configured to verify the signed images, as signed by a
trusted source, add additional signatures, and repackage
software. signed, and so can run on the device.
[0070] In addition, during a memboot process, dual
signed images may be substantially installed onto a hard
disk. Once the modifications are completed, the custom-
er may reboot a system. In one embodiment, the system
will substantially only secure boot into an OS that is
signed by both a trusted entity and the customer.
[0071] For FRU actions, mechanisms may allow a cus-
tomer to clear keys from cards when removing the cards
for substantially any purpose, e.g., an OIR or an RMA,
and add the keys back in when the cards are inserted
into a system.
[0072] A typical image for IOS-XR from Cisco Systems,
Inc., of San Jose, California, is signed using a key pair,
whose public key may be presented as an X.509 EE cer-
tificate to a customer. A customer may validate an images
offline using standard tools, e.g., standard tools such as

present in openssl. A device, in a write-protected key-
store, carries with an X.509 certificate a CSCO-PK, a
KEK derived for it, as well as ngOS platform keys in a
database (db). FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic representation
of an architecture in accordance with an embodiment.
[0073] In one embodiment, there may be two
dipswitches present in a shelf controller (SC) card that,
when set to "on," may allow for a keystore to be written
to. The assumption may be that a physical presence is
established to toggle the dip switches. One dipswitch al-
lows for all keystores in a chassis to be writeable, while
a second dipswitch substantially only allows for a local
keystore on the SC card. Each line card (LC) in a chassis
may a single dipswitch that only allows a write operation
with respect to that line card.
[0074] In one embodiment, the keystore is write-pro-
tected, and has two lines from SC cards. One line is a
write-enable on all cards in a shelf, and one line is a write-
enable on an SC card only. Importation of a PK, e.g., an
R2-PK, and a KEK, e.g., an R2-KEK, may occur in a
secure manner, and the subsequent addition of R2 spe-
cific certificates into the database is accomplished by
adding the certificates as authenticated variables. A typ-
ical user preparation to onboard the system to allow for
the user to take ownership, may include generating R2
specific certificates, downloading and verifying trusted,
e.g., Cisco, images and packages, signing the trusted
packages, and preparing a bootable universal serial bus
(USB). The R2 specific certificates may include R2-PK,
R2-KEK, and R2-EE. The trusted packages may be
signed using R2-EE. The bootable USB may be prepared
with dual signed trusted packages, a dual signed BIOS,
R2 specific certificates, and a certificate import toolkit
provided by a trusted entity.
[0075] In an operational R2 system, both trusted, e.g.,
Cisco, and R2 certificates may be used to effectively boot
up an infrastructure. It should be appreciated that appli-
cations may generally use any suitable certificates or
keys.
[0076] When dual signing images, parts of a system
may effectively be closed to assert integrity of hardware
and software such as a BIOS, a bootloader, an ngOS,
and an ngInfra. Dual signing images also provides supply
chain integrity to a customer, and provides a trusted plat-
form that allows for trust to be imparted to a stack. Beyond
ngInfra, dual signing images allow applications to be in-
stalled on the premises of a customer.
[0077] In general, the transferring of ownership may
involve a user of a customer creating a USB image that
contains at least a bootable image, customer certificates,
dual signed infrastructure images, any resigned applica-
tions that are deemed important by the customer, and a
toolkit to update a keystore. In a process of transferring
ownership, a chassis may initially be set with "enable"
on, and a USB may then be substantially plugged into a
chassis, and then a reboot may occur. A boot may be
verified using CSCO ngOS EE public keys, in one em-
bodiment. R2 certificates may be imported into a key-
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store, and a rebake of a system may be completed with
dual signed images. Finally, another reboot may occur.
[0078] A customer does not require a trusted source
to sign any of their credentials in order to deploy in their
devices. This typically requires an updated UEFI BIOS
that, if the keystore mandates dual signed images, will
substantially only run a bootloader that is dual signed
and verifiable using the certificates in its keystore. This
is generally also extended to BIOS UpdateCapsule re-
quirements. Similar processes may be used for software
upgrades.
[0079] For card removal, and RMA conditions, a cus-
tomer may use UEFI BIOS authenticated variables to
update their KEK keys, or credentials they have populat-
ed in and database (db) and/or a database (dbx). The
customer generally may not tamper with the credentials
of a trusted source and, as such, supply chain integrity
may be ensured. It should be appreciated that neither a
trusted source, nor a malicious agent, may deploy any-
thing on the devices of a customer or alter the credentials
of the customer.
[0080] Upon card insertion, a local dipswitch may be
set, a keystore may be populated, and the system may
await a basic OS boot. This is normal for IOS-XR, where
each card runs the same instance of the OS.
[0081] Sparing and RMAs solutions fall out with this
approach. If a trusted source receives a card with extra
credentials, the card may be placed in an empty chassis,
and excess credentials may be removed from the key-
store, before proceeding. Keyrollovers in accordance
with this disclosure may be accomplished using standard
UEFI authenticated variables.
[0082] With respect to software upgrades, a dual sign
infrastructure package may be provided for an R2 spe-
cific device. Optional resign application packages may
also be provided. A standard conventional software up-
grade may be performed using the dual sign infrastruc-
ture packages an optional resign application packages.
[0083] A UEFI BIOS update may be performed using
a BIOS capsule update, and a signed UEFI BIOS may
be provided by a trusted source, e.g., Cisco. A trusted
source may also provide a tool that may be used to add
an additional, e.g., R2 specific, signature to an update
such that a new UpdateCapsule may be generated. The
new UpdateCapsule may be placed in a known location
by the BIOS, and a system management mode (SMM)
in the BIOS may copy over the new BIOS and reset.
[0084] As previously mentioned, when a card is re-
moved, R2 specific credentials may be removed using
authenticated variables in sequence. R2-EE and sub-
stantially any contents of a database generated using
R2-KEK may be removed. R2-KEK may be removed us-
ing R2-PK, and then R2-PK may be removed. It should
be appreciated that in some instances, removal may not
be possible. If removal is not possible, a card may be
inserted into an empty chassis, with a card specific write-
enable dipswitch on. Using a tool provided by a trusted
source, R2-PK and R2-KEK may be erased, and the con-

tents of a database may be cleared. A trusted source
may provide authenticated variables which may be used
to restore an EE certificate in a database.
[0085] When a card is inserted, a per-card dipswitch
may be toggled on as the card is inserted. In general, the
card may attempt to image itself, though all images may
carry substantially mandatory dual signatures. An image
boot may be held in reset at ngOS, and a user or operator
may import R2 specific keys into the card. If needed, a
BIOS and/or a bootloader may be updated. Upon updat-
ing the BIOS and/or the bootloader, the dipswitch may
be reset and the card may be rebooted. Finally, an OS
may reimage itself to a reference image.
[0086] For an RMA procedure, if R2 certificates are not
cleared prior to an RMA, then a trusted source may delete
substantially all R2-PKs and R2-KEKs. The trusted
source may also clear the contents of a database.
[0087] With respect to key rollover, UEFI authenticated
variables may be used to move EE certificates or other
variables in a database (db) into another database (dbx).
R2-PK certificates can be used to rollover R2-KEK cer-
tificates. An R2-PK may be rolled over using an authen-
ticated variable. A trusted source may not remove any
R2 specific certificates or keys from a keystore, except
on physical possession, such as an RMA.
[0088] The above description is intended by way of ex-
ample only. Various modifications and structural chang-
es may be made therein without departing from the scope
of the concepts described herein and within the scope
and range of equivalents of the claims.

Claims

1. A method comprising:

at a computing device:

receiving (1110) an image that has been
signed with a first key, wherein the image
includes a first computational value associ-
ated with the image;
determining (1120) a second computational
value associated with the image;
signing (1130) the image with a second key
to produce a signed image that includes the
second computational value associated
with the image;
authenticating (1140) the image using both
the first and second computational values;
and
based on the authenticating, installing
(1160) the image on the computing device,
wherein installing the image further com-
prises verifying that the computing device
is authorized to install the image by:

receiving an authorization signal from an exter-
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nal device; and
determining that the authorization signal is valid
by determining that the external device is directly
connected to the computing device.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein signing the image
with the second key further comprises encrypting the
second computational value with the second key.

3. The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein determining the
second computational value further comprises exe-
cuting a hash algorithm on the image.

4. The method of any of claims 1 to 3, wherein authen-
ticating the image further comprises:
verifying that the first key and the second key are
valid;
if the first key and second key are valid:

decrypting the first computational value associ-
ated with the image using a third key, wherein
the third key is associated with the first key;
determining a third computational value associ-
ated with the image;
comparing the third computational value asso-
ciated with the image with the first computational
value associated with the image;
if the third computational value associated with
the image equals the first computational value
associated with the image:

decrypting the second computational value
using a fourth key, wherein the fourth key
is associated with the second key;
determining a fourth computational value
associated with the image; and
comparing the fourth computational value
associated with the image with the second
computational value associated with the im-
age, and if they are equal, determining that
the image is authenticated, wherein verify-
ing that the first key and the second key are
valid further comprises determining that a
certificate associated with the first key has
not expired and that a certificate associated
with the second key has not expired.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the third key is a
public encryption key uniquely associated with the
first key and the fourth key is a public encryption key
uniquely associated with the second key.

6. The method of any of claims 1 to 5, wherein the first
key is a private encryption key associated with an
entity that built the computing device and the second
key is a private encryption key associated with an
owner of the computing device, further comprising
enabling the owner of the computing device to modify

the second key.

7. The method of any of claims 1 to 5, wherein the first
key and the second key are private encryption keys
associated with an entity that built the computing de-
vice.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the external device
is a dipswitch or a button.

9. The method of any of claims 1 to 8 wherein the sec-
ond key comprises a platform key, PK, or a key ex-
change key, KEK.

10. The method of any of claims 1 to 9 wherein the com-
puting device comprises a keystore arranged to carry
multiple PKs and KEKs.

11. The method of claim 10 further comprising enabling
users to add platform keys and key exchange keys
to the keystore.

12. The method of any of claims 1 to 11 wherein the
computing device comprises a United Extensible
Firmware Interface, UEFI, Basic Input/Output Sys-
tem, BIOS, keystore.

13. An apparatus comprising:

a network interface unit configured to enable
network communications; and
a processor, coupled to the network interface
unit, and configured to perform all steps of a
method according to any one of the preceding
claims.

14. A computer readable medium storing instructions
that, when executed by a processor of a computing
device, cause the processor to perform all steps of
a method according to any one of claims 1 to 12.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren, das Folgendes umfasst:
an einer Rechenvorrichtung:

Empfangen (1110) eines Bildes, das mit einem
ersten Schlüssel signiert wurde, wobei das Bild
einen ersten mit dem Bild assoziierten rechne-
rischen Wert beinhaltet;
Bestimmen (1120) eines zweiten mit dem Bild
assoziierten rechnerischen Wertes;
Signieren (1130) des Bildes mit einem zweiten
Schlüssel, um ein signiertes Bild zu produzie-
ren, das den zweiten mit dem Bild assoziierten
rechnerischen Wert beinhaltet;
Authentifizieren (1140) des Bildes unter Ver-
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wendung sowohl des ersten als auch des zwei-
ten rechnerischen Wertes; und
basierend auf dem Authentifizieren Installieren
(1160) des Bildes in einer Rechenvorrichtung,
wobei das Installieren des Bildes ferner das Ve-
rifizieren, dass die Rechenvorrichtung autori-
siert ist, das Bild zu installieren, durch Folgen-
des umfasst:

Empfangen eines Autorisierungssignals
von einer externen Vorrichtung; und
Bestimmen, dass das Autorisierungssignal
gültig ist, durch das Bestimmen, dass die
externe Vorrichtung mit der Rechenvorrich-
tung direkt verbunden ist.

2. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei das Signieren
des Bildes mit dem zweiten Schlüssel ferner das Ver-
schlüsseln des zweiten rechnerischen Wertes mit
dem zweiten Schlüssel umfasst.

3. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das Be-
stimmen des zweiten rechnerischen Wertes ferner
das Ausführen eines Hash-Algorithmus auf dem Bild
umfasst.

4. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wo-
bei das Authentifizieren ferner Folgendes umfasst:
Verifizieren, dass der erste Schlüssel und der zweite
Schlüssel gültig sind;
falls der erste und zweite Schlüssel gültig sind:

Entschlüsseln des ersten mit dem Bild assozi-
ierten rechnerischen Wertes unter Verwendung
eines dritten Schlüssels, wobei der dritte
Schlüssel mit dem ersten Schlüssel assoziiert
ist;
Bestimmen eines dritten mit dem Bild assoziier-
ten rechnerischen Wertes;
Vergleichen des dritten mit dem Bild assoziier-
ten rechnerischen Wertes mit dem ersten mit
dem Bild assoziierten rechnerischen Wert;
falls der dritte mit dem Bild assoziierte rechne-
rische Wert dem ersten mit dem Bild assoziier-
ten rechnerischen Wert gleicht:

Entschlüsseln des zweiten rechnerischen
Wertes unter Verwendung eines vierten
Schlüssels, wobei der vierte Schlüssel mit
dem zweiten Schlüssel assoziiert ist;
Bestimmen eines vierten mit dem Bild as-
soziierten rechnerischen Wertes; und
Vergleichen des vierten mit dem Bild asso-
ziierten rechnerischen Wertes mit dem
zweiten mit dem Bild assoziierten rechneri-
schen Wert, und falls sie gleich sind, Be-
stimmen, dass das Bild authentifiziert ist,
wobei das Verifizieren, dass der erste

Schlüssel und der zweite Schlüssel gleich
sind, ferner das Bestimmen, dass ein mit
dem ersten Schlüssel assoziiertes Zertifikat
nicht abgelaufen ist und dass ein mit dem
zweiten Schlüssel assoziiertes Zertifikat
nicht abgelaufen ist, umfasst.

5. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 4, wobei der dritte
Schlüssel ein mit dem ersten Schlüssel eindeutig as-
soziierter öffentlicher Verschlüsselungsschlüssel ist
und der vierte Schlüssel ein mit dem zweiten Schlüs-
sel eindeutig assoziierter öffentlicher Verschlüsse-
lungsschlüssel ist.

6. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1 bis 5, wobei der erste
Schlüssel ein mit einer Entität, die die Rechenvor-
richtung gebaut hat, assoziierter privater Verschlüs-
selungsschlüssel ist und der zweite Schlüssel ein
mit einem Besitzer der Rechenvorrichtung assozi-
ierter privater Verschlüsselungsschlüssel ist, das
ferner das Ermöglichen umfasst, dass der Besitzer
der Rechenvorrichtung den zweiten Schlüssel mo-
difiziert.

7. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, wo-
bei der erste Schlüssel und der zweite Schlüssel mit
einer Entität, die die Rechenvorrichtung gebaut hat,
assoziierte private Verschlüsselungsschlüssel sind.

8. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei die externe
Vorrichtung ein Dip-Schalter oder eine Taste ist.

9. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8, wo-
bei der zweite Schlüssel einen Plattformschlüssel,
PK (Platform Key), oder einen Schlüsselaustausch-
schlüssel, KEK (Key Exchange Key), umfasst.

10. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 9, wo-
bei die Rechenvorrichtung einen Schlüsselspeicher
umfasst, der eingerichtet ist, um mehrere PKs und
KEKs zu tragen.

11. Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 10, das ferner das Er-
möglichen umfasst, dass Benutzer Plattformschlüs-
sel und Schlüsselaustauschschlüssel zu dem
Schlüsselspeicher hinzufügen.

12. Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 11,
wobei die Rechenvorrichtung einen Schlüsselspei-
cher mit vereinheitlichter erweiterbarer Firmware-
Schnittstelle (United Extensible Firmware Interface,
UEFI), grundlegendem Ein-/Ausgabesystem (Basic
Input/Output System, BIOS) umfasst.

13. Einrichtung, die Folgendes umfasst:

eine Netzwerkschnittstelleneinheit, die konfigu-
riert ist, um Netzwerkkommunikationen zu er-
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möglichen; und
einen Prozessor, der mit der Netzwerkschnitt-
stelleneinheit gekoppelt ist und konfiguriert ist,
um alle Schritte eines Verfahrens gemäß einem
der vorhergehenden Ansprüche durchzuführen.

14. Computerlesbares Medium, das Anweisungen spei-
chert, die, wenn sie von einem Prozessor einer Re-
chenvorrichtung ausgeführt werden, den Prozessor
veranlassen, alle Schritte eines Verfahrens gemäß
einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 12 durchzuführen.

Revendications

1. Procédé, comprenant de :
au niveau d’un dispositif informatique :

recevoir (1110) une image qui a été signée avec
une première clé, dans lequel l’image comprend
une première valeur de calcul associée à l’ima-
ge;
déterminer (1120) une deuxième valeur de cal-
cul associée à l’image;
signer (1130) l’image avec une deuxième clé
pour produire une image signée qui comprend
la deuxième valeur de calcul associée à l’image;
authentifier (1140) l’image en utilisant à la fois
la première et la deuxième valeur de calcul; et
sur la base de l’authentification, installer (1160)
l’image sur le dispositif informatique, dans le-
quel l’installation de l’image comprend en outre
de vérifier que le dispositif informatique est auto-
risé à installer l’image en :

recevant un signal d’autorisation à partir
d’un dispositif externe; et
déterminant que le signal d’autorisation est
valide en déterminant que le dispositif ex-
terne est connecté directement au dispositif
informatique.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la si-
gnature de l’image avec la deuxième clé comprend
en outre de chiffrer la deuxième valeur de calcul avec
la deuxième clé.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
la détermination de la deuxième valeur de calcul
comprend en outre d’exécuter un algorithme de ha-
chage sur l’image.

4. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 3, dans lequel l’authentification de l’image com-
prend en outre de : vérifier que la première clé et la
deuxième clé sont valides;
si la première clé et la deuxième clé sont valides :

déchiffrer la première valeur de calcul associée
à l’image en utilisant une troisième clé, dans le-
quel la troisième clé est associée à la première
clé;
déterminer une troisième valeur de calcul asso-
ciée à l’image;
comparer la troisième valeur de calcul associée
à l’image avec la première valeur de calcul as-
sociée à l’image;
si la troisième valeur de calcul associée à l’ima-
ge est égale à la première valeur de calcul as-
sociée à l’image :

déchiffrer la deuxième valeur de calcul en
utilisant une quatrième clé, dans lequel la
quatrième clé est associée à la deuxième
clé;
déterminer une quatrième valeur de calcul
associée à l’image; et
comparer la quatrième valeur de calcul as-
sociée à l’image avec la deuxième valeur
de calcul associée à l’image, et si elles sont
égales, déterminer que l’image est authen-
tifiée, dans lequel la vérification que la pre-
mière clé et la deuxième clé sont valides
comprend en outre de déterminer qu’un cer-
tificat associé à la première clé n’a pas ex-
piré et qu’un certificat associé à la deuxième
clé n’a pas expiré.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 4, dans lequel la troi-
sième clé est une clé de chiffrement publique asso-
ciée de façon unique à la première clé et la quatrième
clé est une clé de chiffrement publique associée de
façon unique à la deuxième clé.

6. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 5, dans lequel la première clé est une clé de
chiffrement privée associée à une entité qui a cons-
truit le dispositif informatique et la deuxième clé est
une clé de chiffrement privée associée à un proprié-
taire du dispositif informatique, comprenant en outre
d’autoriser le propriétaire du dispositif informatique
à modifier la deuxième clé.

7. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 5, dans lequel la première clé et la deuxième clé
sont des clés de chiffrement privées associées à une
entité qui a construit le dispositif informatique.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le dis-
positif externe est un commutateur DIP ou un bou-
ton.

9. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 8, dans lequel la deuxième clé comprend une
clé de plate-forme, PK, ou une clé d’échange de clé,
KEK.
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10. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 9, dans lequel le dispositif informatique comprend
un fichier de clés agencé pour contenir de multiples
PK et KEK.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 10, comprenant en
outre d’autoriser des utilisateurs à ajouter des clés
de plateforme et des clés d’échange de clé au fichier
de clés.

12. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 11, dans lequel le dispositif informatique com-
prend un fichier de clés de système de base d’en-
trée/sortie, BIOS, d’interface micrologicielle extensi-
ble United, UEFI.

13. Appareil comprenant :

une unité d’interface de réseau configurée pour
permettre des communications de réseau; et
un processeur, couplé à l’unité d’interface de
réseau et configuré pour effectuer toutes les éta-
pes d’un procédé selon l’une quelconque des
revendications précédentes.

14. Support lisible par ordinateur stockant des instruc-
tions qui, lorsqu’elles sont exécutées par un proces-
seur d’un dispositif informatique, amènent le proces-
seur à exécuter toutes les étapes d’un procédé selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 12.
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