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(54) ABRASIVE ARTICLE

(57) The invention relates to a abrasive article 1 for
abrading at least one workpiece, the abrasive article with:
- a carrier body 2,
- at least one abrasive layer 3 with a main surface and a
predefined thickness, the at least one abrasive layer be-
ing arranged on the carrier body,

- at least two visual indicators 6 with a cross-section in
the main surface of the abrasive layer, wherein the size,
shape and/or location of the cross-section of the visual
indicators in the main surface of the abrasive layer de-
pends on the thickness of the abrasive layer at more than
one location of the visual indicators.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to an abrasive article for
grinding at least one workpiece, the abrasive article com-
prising a carrier body and at least one abrasive layer.
The invention also relates to an abrasive layer for an
abrasive article. Finally, the invention relates to a kit of
parts with a pair of abrasive articles.
[0002] Abrasive articles comprising an abrasive layer
are used to grind, abrade, finish and/or polish a wide
variety of materials, commonly referred to as workpiece,
in a wide variety of applications. These applications
range from for example high surface finish level, high
level of parallelism of metal to finish camrod. In the con-
text of this patent application abrading or grinding is used
for any kind of removal of material of a workpiece. Abra-
sive process or grinding process is used to describe any
kind of removing process of material of a workpiece.
[0003] In order to be able to run a highly effective, high
quality abrasive or grinding process, the main surface of
an abrasive layer of an abrasive article should in general
be perfectly plane and parallel to the final surface of the
workpiece to be grinded.
[0004] Double disk grinding, for example is an area of
abrasive processes where these requirements are espe-
cially important because double disk grinding is a very
complex process. Double disk grinding is a process,
where several workpieces are hold by carriers that are
rotating between an inner and an outer ring while two
parallel also rotating grinding wheels are arranged on top
and below the workpieces. Through this process material
is removed from the workpieces parallel from both sides.
Due to diverse materials and size of workpieces connect-
ed with varying grinding wheel and carrier layouts as well
as processing parameters, here especially the rotational
speed of grinding wheels and carriers, the grinding
wheels can develop different geometry deviations. They
may for example develop concave or convex patterns
across the diameter of the grinding wheel. These circum-
stances may influence the quality of the produced part.
[0005] Currently, the geometry and the wear of abra-
sive articles is controlled by regularly measuring the
shape of the abrasive articles, e.g. wheels, and where
appropriate the size of the gap between two wheels and
document these values. By regularly comparing the doc-
umented values it is possible to define the direction of
wear. These measurements may be very time consum-
ing. During the process of measurement, no grinding is
possible.
[0006] Another challenge in the area of abrasive arti-
cles, is to exactly define the thickness of the abrasive
layer. This might for example be important in order to
decide when the abrasive article needs to be replaced.
The definition of the correct replacement time is crucial
for the quality of the abrasive process as well, since it
should be avoided that the abrasive article is used until
the abrasive layer is completely worn off. Especially for
large abrasive articles, like grinding wheels for double

disk grinding, which are fairly expensive and that are usu-
ally not hold on stock, it is important to predict as exactly
as possible the time, when the abrasive layer is worn off,
to be able to order new abrasive articles in due time.
[0007] It is known, to use dummy layers underneath
the abrasive layer, which comprise no or different abra-
sive particles. They may either extend underneath the
entire abrasive layer. In such a case, they appear, when
the abrasive layer is worn off and avoid a direct contact
of the workpiece with the carrier body of the abrasive
article. The dummy layers may also be arranged punc-
tually underneath the abrasive layer. In such a case they
indicate a near end of the abrasive layer and therewith
of the tool life. When they appear, the user knows that
the end of the life time of the abrasive article is close.
These dummy layers may help to prevent quality issues
that may occur when the workpiece gets in direct contact
with the carrier of the abrasive layer. Dummy layers as
described above do not help to detect shape deviations
or identify actual layer heights or thicknesses during the
entire life time of an abrasive article.
[0008] Other wear indicators are known as well. DE 4
424 203 A1 discloses for example an abrasive article with
a wear indicator in the form of a rod or ring with a triangular
cross-section.
[0009] EP 1 201 386 A2 discloses a cutting member
for a masonry cutting tool, comprising a cutting edge
which wears in use. At least one lateral side of the cutting
member is provided with indicator means formed therein
to provide an indication of lateral wear of the cutting mem-
ber.
[0010] In view of the above there is still a need for an
abrasive article that overcomes the above-mentioned
challenges. Especially there is a need for an abrasive
article with more efficient means for identifying the thick-
ness of an abrasive layer at a certain location at any time
during the life time of the abrasive article. There is also
the need for an abrasive layer for an abrasive article with
more efficient means for identifying the thickness of the
abrasive layer. And there is finally a need for a kit of parts
with at least one abrasive article as mentioned above.
[0011] The present invention provides an abrasive ar-
ticle for abrading at least one workpiece, the abrasive
article comprising:

- a carrier body,
- at least one abrasive layer with a main surface and

a predefined thickness, the at least one abrasive lay-
er being arranged on the carrier body,

- at least two visual indicators with a cross-section in
the main surface of the abrasive layer, wherein the
size, shape and/or location of the cross-section of
the visual indicator in the main surface of the abra-
sive layer depends on the thickness of the abrasive
layer at the location of the visual indicator.

[0012] Abrasive articles with a carrier body and an
abrasive layer are well known. As already pointed out
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above, they are used to abrade, grind, finish and/or polish
a wide variety of materials, commonly referred to as work-
piece, in a wide variety of applications.
[0013] Carrier bodies of abrasive articles are usually
made out of metal, polymers e.g. polyamide, phenolic
based compound filled with metal particles, or ceramics.
Carrier body can also be a sintered body e.g. made of
glass frit and filling materials e.g. Silicon Carbide and or
Aluminum Oxide. In most of the cases they are shaped
such that they may be used on machines comprising a
rotary drive. Therefore, common shapes of carrier bodies
of abrasive articles are disks or cylindrically shaped car-
rier bodies.
[0014] Abrasive articles further provide at least one
abrasive layer that is arranged on a surface of the carrier
body. The abrasive layer is the layer of the abrasive ar-
ticle that is used for abrading or grinding the workpiece.
If the carrier body is a disk, they may be arranged on at
least one of the two parallel surfaces of the carrier body.
When the carrier body is cylindrically shaped, the abra-
sive layer may also be arranged on the circumferential
surface of the carrier body. Any other known shapes of
abrasive articles are possible as well.
[0015] The abrasive layer according to the invention
may comprise any kind of known materials usually used
for abrasive layers. They may provide abrasive particles
and a permanent binder. The permanent binder may be
organic or inorganic. Examples of organic binders include
for example phenolic resins, ureaformaldehyde resins,
polyurethane, polyimide, polyamide-imide and epoxy
resins. Examples of inorganic binders include metals
(such as nickel, iron, bronze, copper cobalt, silver), and
metal oxides. Metal oxides are usually classified as either
a glass (vitrified), ceramic (crystalline), or glass-ceramic.
Specific examples of the permanent binder include glass
powder and colloidal metal oxides, for example, silica.
The abrasive particles suitable for this invention may be
any kind of known abrasive particles, such as for example
superabrasives, like diamonds and cubic boron nitride
(CBN) or the like, as well as other abrasives, like corun-
dum (Al2O3), silicon carbide (SiC), boron carbide (B4C).
Finally, the abrasive layer may optionally comprise any
kind of additives, such as fillers (including grinding aids),
fibers, antistatic agents, lubricants, wetting agents, sur-
factants, pigments, dyes, coupling agents, plasticizers,
and suspending agents. The amounts of these materials
can be selected to provide the properties desired.
[0016] The abrasive layer according to the invention
further comprises a main surface, which is the surface
of the abrasive layer, which is used to grind a workpiece
and which usually faces away from the carrier body. This
main surface is usually plane, in order to be able to create
plane surfaces on the workpiece as well. The abrasive
layer usually wears off when the abrasive article is used.
Then, the thickness of the abrasive layer decreases and
the main surface shifts towards the carrier body of the
abrasive article. If the abrasive article is a disk, the main
surface may extend in a radial direction. If the abrasive

article has a cylindrical shape, and the abrasive layer
may be arranged on the circumferential surface, the main
surface of the abrasive layer may also extend on the cir-
cumferential surface of the abrasive article and provide
a concentric shape.
[0017] The abrasive layer according to the invention
also comprises a predefined thickness. The thickness of
an abrasive layer according to the invention is the exten-
sion of the abrasive layer in the direction of the wear.
Usually the thickness of an abrasive layer is constant
over the entire extension of the abrasive layer. It is - in
rare cases - also possible that the thickness of the abra-
sive layer varies over its extension. As already described
above, the thickness decreases over the life time of an
abrasive article due to a wear or wear off process of the
abrasive layer.
[0018] The abrasive layer may be fixed to the carrier
body through suitable fixing system means such as for
example adhesives. One example of a suitable adhesive
is the 3M™ Scotch-Weld® 9323 B/A (commercial avail-
able from 3M Cooperation, St. Paul, MN, USA). Other
options to fix the abrasive layer to the carrier body are
pressing (e.g. for a resin bonded abrasive layer), brazing
or clamping. It is also possible that the carrier body and
the abrasive layer may be sintered together in one proc-
ess step.
[0019] As already mentioned above, the abrasive layer
wears off during the use of the abrasive article. During
this process the thickness of the abrasive layer gets con-
tinuously reduced. The reduction of the thickness may
be the same over the entire extension of the abrasive
layer. In other words, at each locations of the abrasive
layer it wears off with the same rate. It is also possible
that the reduction of the thickness of the abrasive layer
is not the same over its extension. In the latter case, it is
possible that the main surface of the abrasive layer deri-
vates after some time of using the tool from a plane shape
or from a for example concentric shape.
[0020] In order to be able to easily detect this derivation
from the plane shape or from the concentric shape of the
main surface of the abrasive layer and also in order to
be able to easily define the thickness of the abrasive lay-
er, the invention proposes at least two visual indicators
with a cross-section in the main surface of the abrasive
layer, wherein the size, shape and/or location of the
cross-section of the visual indicator in the main surface
depends on the thickness of the abrasive layer at more
than one location of the visual indicator. The visual indi-
cator may be any kind of indicator or mark in the abrasive
layer that can visually be detected. It may extend through
the majority of the thickness of the abrasive layer from
its main surface towards the surface that is opposite of
the main surface and that is directed towards the carrier
body of the abrasive article. The visual indicator has a
shape with a varying cross-section in a plane that extends
parallel to the main surface. If more and more material
of the abrasive layer is worn off during the use of the
abrasive article, the visible shape or size of the visual
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indicator on the main surface of the abrasive layer chang-
es. The shape of the visual indicator may stay the same
and its size changes. But it is also possible, that the shape
changes. And it is also possible that the position of the
visible indicator on the main surface changes while ma-
terial of the abrasive layer is worn off.
[0021] With such a configuration an abrasive article
may be provided, where the size, shape or location of a
cross-section of the at least two visual indicators in the
main surface correspond to a certain thickness of the
abrasive layer at more than one location of the visual
indicator. It is therefore possible, by looking at the visual
indicator and identifying its size, shape and/or location
to define the thickness of the abrasive layer at a location.
This information may be important for different purposes,
one being the decision if the main surface needs to be
revised so that it has the same thickness over its entire
extension and is plane or concentric again, and another
being the decision if the whole abrasive article needs to
be replaced, because the abrasive layer is worn off. An
additional advantage of the invention might be that cus-
tomers using the abrasive article according to the inven-
tion gets the information that machining parameters
might need to be adapted to generate a more homoge-
neous wear behavior on the entire abrasive article sur-
face.
[0022] Providing at least two visual indicators enables
to compare the visual indicators with each other and to
compare thicknesses at different locations with each oth-
er. At every location where a visual indicator is arranged
the information about the thickness of the abrasive layer
is provided. It is also possible, that the at least two visual
indicators are equally shaped, or equally sized. The vis-
ual indicators may also all be positioned at the same
height within the abrasive layer. Such a configuration al-
lows to compare all the cross-sections of the visual indi-
cators at the main surface of the abrasive article. If the
visual indicators are all equally shaped and/or all provide
the same size, and if they are all positioned in the same
height within the abrasive layer, a comparison of the
cross-section in the main surface of the visual indicators
provides very quickly the information if the thickness of
the abrasive layer is the same over the entire extension
of the abrasive article. This is the case, when the cross-
sections of the visual indicators in the main surface all
have the same size or shape. If the size or shape of the
cross-sections of the at least two visual indicators differ
from one another, the thickness of the abrasive layer may
vary across its extension and a rework of the main surface
may be necessary.
[0023] According to one embodiment of the invention,
the visual indicators comprise a predefined shape with a
cross-section that is visible on the main surface of the
abrasive layer. The cross-section of the visual indicator
may comprise any kind of predefined shape on the main
surface, such as for example a round, square, oval, or
random shape. The shape may either stay the same on
the main surface over the use of the abrasive article and

only the size of the visual indicator may change with de-
creasing thickness of the abrasive layer. It is also possi-
ble, that the shape of the visual indicator on the main
surface of the abrasive layer changes with decreasing
thickness. Another possibility is that the location of the
visual indicator changes with decreasing thickness.
[0024] According to another embodiment of the inven-
tion the visual indicator is visible through the whole life
time of the abrasive article. With such an embodiment it
is possible to identify the thickness of the abrasive layer
at any time through the life time of the abrasive article. It
is of course also possible, that the visual indicator is only
visible after the thickness of the abrasive layer has al-
ready been reduced. It is also possible, that the visual
indicator is not visible at the end of the life time of the
abrasive article. In these embodiments, the visual indi-
cator would only extend from a location spaced apart
from the main surface of the abrasive layer to a location
spaced apart from the surface of the abrasive layer that
is opposite of the main surface. Another possibility is that
the visual indicator is only visible during certain thickness
ranges of the abrasive layer.
[0025] It is also possible that the visual indicator com-
prises a cross-section in a plane parallel to the main sur-
face of the abrasive layer that varies through the thick-
ness of the abrasive layer. Again, the changing cross-
section can be used to correlate it to the thickness of the
abrasive layer. The changing cross-section then carries
information about the thickness of the abrasive layer at
the location of the visual indicator which can be used in
the above described manner.
[0026] The abrasive article may further comprise more
than two visual indicators. Having more than two visual
indicators allows to provide information about the thick-
ness of the abrasive layer at more than two locations
which allows a more accurate assessment of the status
of the main surface.
[0027] The visual indicators may be arranged in a pat-
tern in the abrasive layer. When the abrasive article is
for example a disk, it is possible to position the visual
indicators at an outer ring that is positioned closer to the
outer rim of the disk shaped abrasive article. It is also
possible to position the visual indicators at an inner ring
that is positioned closer to the middle of the disk shaped
abrasive article. With such a configuration the wear of
the abrasive article at an outer area of the disk can be
compared with the wear off closer to the middle of the
disk. Any other arrangement of the visual indicators on
abrasive article is possible as well, such as random ar-
rangement of the at least two visual indicators. The at
least two visual indicators may also be arranged at dif-
ferent defined angles relative to each other, for example
every 30°, 60°, 90° etc., or any other suitable sequence
of angles. The at least two visual indicators may also be
arranged in one line; in only one circle or in more than
two circles with a specific distance along the radius; within
each corner of a square, of a pentagon, or any other
suitable polygon.
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[0028] The at least two visual indicators may be coni-
cally shaped. A conic shape is a simple shape that is
easy to visually detect. In addition, it is relatively easy to
manufacture an abrasive layer with conically shaped vis-
ual indicators. The changing cross-section of the conic
shape over its height provides the needed correlation
between size of the visual indicator and height respective
thickness of the abrasive layer.
[0029] The at least two visual indicators may also pro-
vide any other three-dimensional shape that provides
changing cross-sections over its height. They may for
example be designed as a continuous indicator or mark-
ing. One example of a continuous indicator is a visual
indicator in a helical shape that is built by a narrow ramp
which is brought into a circular shape. It may also be
designed as a ramp that is not brought into a circular
shape. In both embodiments you see at the beginning of
the wear no visual indicator, after a short while you see
a small section of the ramp, either in a circle or as a
straight ramp and at the end you see a complete cir-
cle/ring or line. It is also possible to arrange the visual
indicators the other way around, that you see at the be-
ginning the entire circle/ring or line and at the end nothing.
[0030] The at least two visual indicators may also be
designed as a discrete indicator or marking, where the
indicator comprises several discrete elements that ap-
pear or disappear in a defined order and that build to-
gether one visual indicator. The discrete elements of the
discrete indicator may be arranged in different heights
within the abrasive layer of the abrasive article in order
to appear or disappear. One example of such a discrete
visual indicator is a clock like system, with 12 or any other
number of discrete elements or markers that are ar-
ranged in a circle and that appear or disappear one after
the other during the use of the abrasive tool while the
thickness of the abrasive layer is reduced.
[0031] The abrasive layer may be continuous, or it may
be discontinuous. A continuous layer has one main sur-
face. If the abrasive layer is discontinuous, it may have
a main surface as well, but the main surface may be
interrupted for example by small channels or other equiv-
alent interruptions.
[0032] A discontinuous abrasive layer may comprise
several segments or pellets. The segments or pellets
may be equally shaped and/or equally spaced apart from
each one another. They may for example provide a tri-
angular shape, a four-sided shape, hexagonal shape,
heptagonal shape and so on. They may also be differently
shaped. The segments or pellets may all have the same
thickness. And they may be arranged such that they build
with their surfaces the main surface of the abrasive layer.
[0033] It is possible that at least two segments or pel-
lets comprises a visual indicator according to the inven-
tion. It is also possible that more than one segments, or
pellets comprises a visual indicator. The segments or
pellets with the visual indicator may be arranged in a
pattern on the carrier body of the abrasive article. The at
least two visual indicators according to the invention may

comprise a colour that is different from the colour of the
abrasive layer. filling the gap with a different material,
such as for example a colored organic or inorganic ma-
terial, e.g. resin. A different colour in the main surface of
the abrasive layer that is something that is easy to visually
detect. It therefore allows for a quick inspection process.
The necessary information about the thickness of the
abrasive layer can very quickly be achieved by looking
onto the main surface of the abrasive article and inspect-
ing and comparing visual indicators on the main surface.
The different colour of the visual indicator may for exam-
ple be achieved by building a gap in the abrasive layer
and afterwards filling the gap with a coloured material or
with a different material than the abrasive layer. It is pos-
sible that the visual indicators comprise the same wear
properties as the rest of the abrasive layer. It is also pos-
sible that the visual indicators comprise different wear
properties as the rest of the abrasive layer.
[0034] It is for example possible that the visual indicator
comprises a different material or a different material com-
position as the abrasive layer. One possibility would for
example be, that the visual indicator only comprises the
permanent binder without any abrasive particles. If the
same permanent binder is used as for the rest of the
abrasive layer, the production process may be simpler
compared to using a different permanent binder. It is of
course also possible that the same material or material
composition as for the abrasive layer is used. It is also
possible to have at least two visual indicators that are
not filled with anything, where the above-mentioned gap
is not filled and only comprises air.
[0035] The abrasive article according to the invention
may be any kind of known abrasive article, such as for
example a grinding tool, e.g. a grinding wheel such as a
fine grinding wheel or a face grinding wheel, or a dressing
ring.
[0036] The invention also relates to an abrasive layer
with a main surface and a predefined thickness, as well
as at least one visual indicator with a cross-section in the
main surface of the abrasive layer, wherein the size,
shape and/or location of the cross-section of the visual
indicator in the main surface of the abrasive layer de-
pends on the thickness of the abrasive layer at the loca-
tion of the visual indicator for an abrasive article as de-
scribed above.
[0037] The invention also relates to a pair of abrasive
articles for use in a double disk grinding process, wherein
at least one of the abrasive articles is an abrasive article
according to any of the above described embodiments,
preferably both abrasive articles are abrasive articles ac-
cording to any of the above described embodiments.
[0038] The invention will now be described in more de-
tail with reference to the following Figures exemplifying
particular embodiments of the invention:

Fig. 1 three-dimensional view of a grinding wheel
with a carrier body and an abrasive layer;

Fig. 2a cross-sectional view of a segment of an abra-
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sive layer of an abrasive article with one em-
bodiment of a visual indicator;

Fig. 2b transparent three-dimensional view of the
segment of Figure 2a;

Fig. 3a cross-sectional view of a segment of an abra-
sive layer of an abrasive article with another
embodiment of a visual indicator;

Fig. 3b transparent three-dimensional view of the
segment of Figure 3a;

Fig. 4a cross-sectional view of a segment of an abra-
sive layer of an abrasive article with another
embodiment of a visual indicator;

Fig. 4b transparent three-dimensional view of the
segment of Figure 4a;

Fig. 5a top view of a grinding wheel according to one
embodiment of the invention with several vis-
ual indicators;

Fig. 5b cross-sectional view of the grinding wheel of
Figure 5a and

Fig. 6a top view of a grinding wheel according to an-
other embodiment of the invention with sever-
al visual indicators.

[0039] Herein below various embodiments of the
present invention are described and shown in the draw-
ings wherein like elements are provided with the same
reference numbers.
[0040] Figure 1 shows a grinding wheel 1 with a carrier
body 2 and an abrasive layer 3. The carrier body 2 has
the shape of a disk and the abrasive layer 3 is arranged
on one of its two parallel surfaces. The abrasive layer 3
provides a main surface which is built by a plurality of
hexagonally shaped segments 4. The segments 4 are
spaced apart from each other such that according chan-
nels 5 are created between the segments 4. The seg-
ments 4 are adhered to the carrier body 2.
[0041] Figures 2a to 4b show single segments 4 of the
grinding wheel 1 shown in Figure 1 from different per-
spectives. The segments show differently shaped visual
indicators. Figure 2a is a cross-sectional view of a seg-
ment 4 with a conically shaped visual indicator 6. Figure
2b is a 3-dimensional view of the segment 4 of figure 2a.
The visual indicator 6 reaches from the upper surface of
the segment 4, which is part of the main surface of the
grinding wheel 1, to the lower surface of the segment 4,
which faces the carrier body 2 of the grinding wheel 1.
The cross-section of the visual indicator 6 that extends
parallel to the main surface of the abrasive article 1 ac-
cording to the line 2a-2a in figure 2b changes through
the thickness of the segment 4. In the embodiment shown
in figure 2a and 2b its size increases when the thickness
of the abrasive layer gets reduced. It is of course also
possible to arrange the visual indicator the other way
around in the segment 4, such that the size of its cross-
section in the main surface decreases when the thick-
ness of the abrasive layer/segment also decreases. The
size of the cross-section that is parallel to the main sur-
face correlates to the thickness of the segment 4. Figures

2a and 2b the larger the cross-section of the visual indi-
cator 6, the thinner is the segment 4.
[0042] Figure 3a is a cross-sectional view of a segment
4 with a helically shaped visual indicator 6, that is built
by a continuous ramp that is spirally formed. Figure 3b
is a 3-dimensional view of the segment 4 of Figure 3a.
The visual indicator 6 reaches from the upper surface of
the segment 4, which is part of the main surface of the
grinding wheel, to the lower surface of the segment 4,
which faces the carrier body 2 of the grinding wheel 1.
The cross-section of the visual indicator 6 that extends
parallel to the main surface of the abrasive article 1 ac-
cording to the line 3a-3a in figure 3b changes through
the thickness of the segment 4. In the embodiment shown
in figure 3a and 3b it increases its size and it changes its
shape. From a little dot it extends to a circular line. Thus,
the size and the shape of the cross-section of the visual
indicator 6 that is parallel to the main surface correlates
to the thickness of the segment 4. The larger the cross-
section of the visual indicator 6 and the more the line
closes to a circle, the thinner is the segment 4.
[0043] Figure 4a is a cross-sectional view of a segment
4 with a clock-like visual indicator 6. Figure 4b is a 3-
dimensional view of the segment 4 of figure 4a. The visual
indicator 6 reaches from the upper surface of the segment
4, which is part of the main surface of the grinding wheel,
to the lower surface of the segment 4, which faces the
carrier body 2 of the grinding wheel 1. The cross-section
of the visual indicator 6 that extends parallel to the main
surface of the abrasive article 1 according to the line 4a-
4a in figure 4b changes through the thickness of the seg-
ment 4. In the embodiment shown in figure 4a and 4b it
comprises several indicator marks that are arranged in
a circle like the numbers of a clock. Each of the indicator
marks has a different height in the thickness direction of
the abrasive layer. Going along the circle, they increase
in their height. Depending on the thickness of the seg-
ment 4 the number of indicator marks visible on the main
surface of the segment 4 increase. If all indicator marks
are visible the circle is complete. This is an indication that
the abrasive layer is almost worn off and the tool needs
to be exchanged soon. If several segments 4 with clock
like visual indicators 6 are used in one tool, it is possible
to compare the number of visible indicator marks of each
visual indicator 6 in the tool to determine if the main sur-
face of the abrasive article 1 still as plane as required for
achieving good grinding results.
[0044] Figures 5a to 6b show abrasive articles 1 with
several visual indicators 6 that have been used already
and that provide a worn off non-planar main surface. The
grinding wheel 1 of figure 5a comprises a carrier body 2
and an abrasive layer 3. Within the abrasive layer 3 sev-
eral visual indicators 6 are arranged in an inner and an
outer ring. They have a conical shape. The abrasive ar-
ticle 1 is more worn off at the outer edge as in the middle.
This can clearly be seen in figure 5b which is a top view
of the grinding wheel 1 onto the main surface of the abra-
sive layer 3. The visual indicators 6 of the outer circle
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have a larger diameter as the visual indicators 6 of the
inner circle. This means that more material has been
worn off on the outside of the grinding wheel 1 as on the
inside.
[0045] Figure 6a shows the opposite scenario. The
grinding wheel 1 of figure 6a comprises a carrier body 2
and an abrasive layer 3. Within the abrasive layer several
visual indicators are arranged in an inner and an outer
ring. They have a conical shape. The abrasive article 1
is more worn off in the middle as on the outer side. This
can clearly be seen in figure 6b which is a top view of the
grinding wheel 1 onto the main surface of the abrasive
layer 3. The visual indicators 6 of the inner circle are
larger as the visual indicators 6 of the outer circle. This
means that more material has been worn off on the inside
of the grinding wheel 1 as on the outside.

Claims

1. An abrasive article (1) for abrading at least one work-
piece, the abrasive article comprising:

- a carrier body (2),
- at least one abrasive layer (3) with a main sur-
face and a predefined thickness, the at least one
abrasive layer being arranged on the carrier
body,
- at least two visual indicators (6) with a cross-
section in the main surface of the abrasive layer,
wherein the size, shape and/or location of the
cross-section of the visual indicator in the main
surface of the abrasive layer depends on the
thickness of the abrasive layer at more than one
location of the visual indicator.

2. The abrasive article according to claim 1, wherein
the visual indicators (6) comprises a predefined
shape with a cross-section that is visible on the main
surface of the abrasive layer (3).

3. The abrasive article according to claim 1 or claim 2,
wherein the cross-section of the visual indicators (6)
is visible through the whole tool life time of the abra-
sive article (1).

4. The abrasive article according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the visual indicators (6) comprise
a cross-section in a plane parallel to the main surface
of the abrasive layer (3) that varies through the thick-
ness of the abrasive layer.

5. The abrasive article according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the abrasive article (1) comprises
more than two visual indicators (6), wherein the vis-
ual indicators are equally shaped, sized and/or ar-
ranged at the same height.

6. The abrasive article according to claim 4, wherein
the visual indicators (6) are arranged in a pattern in
the abrasive layer (3).

7. The abrasive article according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the at least one visual indicators
(6) are conically shaped.

8. The abrasive article according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the abrasive layer (3) is contin-
uous or discontinuous.

9. The abrasive article according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the abrasive layer (3) comprises
segments (4) or pellets.

10. The abrasive article according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein at least two segments (4) or pellet
comprise a visual indicator (6).

11. The abrasive article according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the visual indicators (6) comprise
a different colour as the abrasive layer (3).

12. The abrasive article according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the visual indicators (6) comprise
a different material as the abrasive layer (3).

13. The abrasive article according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the abrasive article (1) is a grind-
ing wheel or a dressing ring.

14. An abrasive layer (3) with a main surface and a pre-
defined thickness, as well as at least two visual in-
dicators (6) with a cross-section in the main surface
of the abrasive layer, wherein the size, shape and/or
location of the cross-section of the visual indicators
in the main surface of the abrasive layer depends on
the thickness of the abrasive layer at the location of
the visual indicators for a abrasive article (1) accord-
ing to any of the preceding claims.

15. A kit of parts comprising a pair of abrasive articles
(1) for use in a double disk grinding process, wherein
at least one of the abrasive articles is an abrasive
article according to any of the preceding claims, pref-
erably both of the abrasive articles are abrasive ar-
ticles according to any of the preceding claims.
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