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(54) Method and apparatus for managing an application being executed in a portable terminal

(57) A method and an apparatus are provided for pre-
venting battery power consumption and degradation of
system performance due to the system resources being
utilized by applications being executed, while providing
a multi-tasking function through a plurality of applications.

In the method, when a plurality of applications are exe-
cuted, such execution of the plurality of applications is
reported to the user, so as to enable the user to terminate
one or more applications, thereby preventing unneces-
sary consumption of battery power.



EP 2 390 757 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention:

[0001] The present invention relates to a portable ter-
minal. More particularly, the present invention relates to
a method and an apparatus for managing an application
being executed in a portable terminal.

2. Description of the Related Art:

[0002] With the development of portable terminals to-
wards devices capable of using various types of informa-
tion beyond the voice communication function, portable
terminals are now evolving into smart phones capable of
providing various functions through various applications.
[0003] Therefore, recent portable terminals have a
multi-tasking function, by which a user can execute and
use an application while another application is being ex-
ecuted.
[0004] According to the multi-tasking function, the ap-
plication being executed is first switched into a back-
ground execution state and a new application is then fore-
ground-executed, so that a user can use functions pro-
vided by the foreground-executed application. As a re-
sult, the user can simultaneously perform various jobs
through various functions provided by the applications,
while switching between the application being executed
in the background and the application being executed in
the foreground.
[0005] Such a multi-tasking, in which multiple applica-
tions simultaneously provide various functions while be-
ing executed in the background or foreground, can pro-
vide various advantages for users. However, the multi-
tasking accelerates the battery power consumption of
the portable terminal.
[0006] In other words, even though the application be-
ing executed in the foreground is switched into the back-
ground, the application switched into the background still
utilizes a certain amount of system resources of the port-
able terminal, such as Central Processing Unit (CPU)
resources and memory resources, and thereby contin-
ues consuming the battery power of the portable terminal.
[0007] The larger the number of applications being ex-
ecuted in the background, the more the battery power is
being consumed. Therefore, the larger the number of ap-
plications being executed in the background is, the short-
er the operation time (e.g., call standby time or continu-
ous communication time) of the portable terminal be-
comes.
[0008] Further, the system resources utilized by the
applications being executed in the background may de-
grade the system performance closely relating to the ca-
pability of the portable terminal.
[0009] Therefore, there has been a request for a new
technology capable of preventing unnecessary power

consumption of a portable terminal and improving the
system performance thereof while increasing the con-
venience of the user by allowing a simultaneous execu-
tion of multiple applications through the multi-tasking.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] Aspects of the present invention are to address
at least the above-mentioned problems and/or disadvan-
tages and to provide at least the advantages described
below. Accordingly, an aspect of the present invention is
to propose a solution, which can minimize the battery
power consumption of a portable terminal and improve
the system performance thereof while providing a multi-
tasking function allowing a user to execute and use mul-
tiple applications.
[0011] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention, a method of managing an application being ex-
ecuted in a portable terminal is provided. The method
includes executing an application in response to a re-
quest for execution of the application, and displaying in-
formation on one or more applications being executed.
[0012] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, a method of managing an application
being executed in a portable terminal is provided. The
method includes identifying system resources utilized by
one or more applications being executed in a back-
ground, and displaying information corresponding to the
utilized system resources through an indicator bar.
[0013] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, a method of managing an application
being executed in a portable terminal is provided. The
method includes determining whether a condition for dis-
playing one or more applications being executed is sat-
isfied, and when the condition is satisfied, displaying in-
formation on the one or more applications being execut-
ed.
[0014] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, an apparatus for managing an appli-
cation being executed in a portable terminal is provided.
The apparatus includes a controller for executing an ap-
plication in response to a request for execution of the
application, and for controlling to display information on
one or more applications being executed on a display
unit.
[0015] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, an apparatus for managing an appli-
cation being executed in a portable terminal is provided.
The apparatus includes a controller for identifying system
resources utilized by one or more applications being ex-
ecuted in a background and for controlling to display in-
formation corresponding to the utilized system resources
through an indicator bar.
[0016] In accordance with another aspect of the
present invention, an apparatus for managing an appli-
cation being executed in a portable terminal is provided.
The apparatus includes a controller for determining
whether a condition for displaying one or more applica-
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tions being executed is satisfied, and for controlling to
display information on the one or more applications being
executed on a display unit when the condition is satisfied.
[0017] Other aspects, advantages, and salient fea-
tures of the invention will become apparent to those
skilled in the art from the following detailed description,
which, taken in conjunction with the annexed drawings,
discloses exemplary embodiments of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018] The above and other aspects, features, and ad-
vantages of certain exemplary embodiments of the
present invention will be more apparent from the follow-
ing description taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings, in which:
[0019] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a portable terminal
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;
[0020] FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a process of
displaying the number of executed applications accord-
ing to a first exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
[0021] FIGs. 3A to 3D illustrate examples of screens
displayed according to the first exemplary embodiment
of the present invention;
[0022] FIGs. 4A to 4D illustrate other examples of
screens displayed according to the first exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention;
[0023] FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a process of
notifying a user of a status of utilized system resources
according to a second exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;
[0024] FIGs. 6A to 6D illustrate examples of screens
displayed according to the second exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention;
[0025] FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a process ac-
cording to a third exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;
[0026] FIGs. 8A to 8D illustrate first examples of
screens according to the third exemplary embodiment of
the present invention;
[0027] FIGs. 9A to 9C illustrate second examples of
screens according to the third exemplary embodiment of
the present invention; and
[0028] FIG. 10 illustrates third examples of screens ac-
cording to the third exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.
[0029] Throughout the drawings, it should be noted
that like reference numbers are used to depict the same
or similar elements, features, and structures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0030] The following description with reference to the
accompanying drawings is provided to assist in a com-
prehensive understanding of exemplary embodiments of

the invention as defined by the claims and their equiva-
lents. It includes various specific details to assist in that
understanding but these are to be regarded as merely
exemplary. Accordingly, those of ordinary skill in the art
will recognize that various changes and modifications of
the embodiments described herein can be made without
departing from the scope and spirit of the invention. In
addition, descriptions of well-known functions and con-
structions may be omitted for clarity and conciseness.
[0031] The terms and words used in the following de-
scription and claims are not limited to the bibliographical
meanings, but, are merely used by the inventor to enable
a clear and consistent understanding of the invention.
Accordingly, it should be apparent to those skilled in the
art that the following description of exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention is provided for illustration
purpose only and not for the purpose of limiting the in-
vention as defined by the appended claims and their
equivalents.
[0032] It is to be understood that the singular forms
"a," "an," and "the" include plural referents unless the
context clearly dictates otherwise. Thus, for example, ref-
erence to "a component surface" includes reference to
one or more of such surfaces.
[0033] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a portable terminal
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. Although some devices, such as a Global Po-
sitioning System (GPS) module, a camera module, a
Bluetooth module, a WiFi module, an acceleration sen-
sor, an approach sensor, an earth magnetic field sensor,
and a Digital Media Broadcasting (DMB) receiver, which
can be included in a typical portable terminal, are not
illustrated in FIG. 1, it goes without saying that the devices
not illustrated in FIG. 1 can also be included in a portable
terminal according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention and can provide corresponding func-
tions.
[0034] A portable terminal according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention corresponds to a
mobile electronic device, such as one of a video phone,
a mobile phone, a smart phone, an International Mobile
Telecommunication 2000 (IMT-2000) terminal, a Wide-
band Code Division Multiple Access (WCDMA) terminal,
a Universal Mobile Telecommunication Service (UMTS)
terminal, a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a Portable
Multimedia Player (PMP), a Digital Multimedia Broad-
casting (DMB) terminal, a personal computer, a desktop
computer, a notebook computer, etc.
[0035] Referring to FIG. 1, a wireless transmitter/re-
ceiver 23 includes a Radio Frequency (RF) unit and a
modem. The RF unit includes an RF transmitter for up-
converting and amplifying the frequency of a transmitted
signal, and an RF receiver for low noise-amplifying a re-
ceived signal and down-converting the frequency of the
received signal. The modem includes a transmitter for
encoding and modulating a signal to be transmitted and
a receiver for decoding and demodulating the signal re-
ceived through the RF unit.
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[0036] The audio processor 25 may have a codec,
which includes a data codec and an audio codec. The
data codec processes packet data, etc. and the audio
codec processes an audio signal including voice and mul-
timedia files, etc. The audio processor 25 converts a dig-
ital audio signal received through the modem to an analog
signal and reproduces the converted analog signal, or
converts an analog signal generated by a microphone
into a digital audio signal through the audio codec and
transmits the converted digital audio signal to the mo-
dem. The codec may be either separately arranged or
included in the controller 10.
[0037] The key input unit 27 includes keys used for the
input of numbers and character information and function
keys used for the setting of various functions. When the
display unit 50 according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention is implemented with a touch-
screen, the key input unit 27 may be excluded from the
construction of a portable terminal according to an ex-
emplary embodiment of the present invention or may in-
clude only preset minimum keys.
[0038] The memory 30 may include a program memory
and a data memory. The program memory stores pro-
grams for controlling general operations of the portable
terminal. The memory 30 may be Random-Access Mem-
ory (RAM), Read-Only Memory (ROM), or a combination
thereof. The memory 30 may be an external memory,
such as Compact Flash (CF), Secure Digital (SD), Micro-
SD, Mini-SD, Extreme Digital (xD), or Memory Stick. The
memory 30 according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention stores applications providing vari-
ous functions implemented by the portable terminal, and
the applications may be previously provided at the time
of release of the portable terminal into the market or
downloaded by users.
[0039] The display unit 50 may include a Liquid Crystal
Display (LCD) or an Organic Light Emitting Diode
(OLED), such as a Passive Matrix OLED (PMOLED) or
an Active Matrix OLED (AMOLED), and outputs various
display information provided by the portable terminal.
The display unit 50 according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention may have a touch screen
and thus operate as an input unit together with the key
input unit 27, in order to control the portable terminal.
[0040] The controller 10 controls general operations
of the portable terminal according to an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention, and may switch and
control the operation of the portable terminal according
to an input of the user through the key input unit 27 or
the display unit 50. The controller 10 may be a Central
Processing Unit (CPU). The operation of the controller
10 will be discussed in more detail through the exemplary
embodiments of the present invention described below.

First Exemplary Embodiment

[0041] The first exemplary embodiment of the present
invention corresponds to a process of identifying the

number of executed applications and then reporting the
identified number to a user. FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrat-
ing a process of displaying the number of executed ap-
plications according to a first exemplary embodiment of
the present invention, and FIGs. 3A to 4D illustrate ex-
amples of screens displayed according to the first exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.
[0042] The following description of the first exemplary
embodiment of the present invention with reference to
FIGs. 2 to 4D is based on an assumption that a first ap-
plication, a second application, and a third application
have been sequentially executed.
[0043] In steps S201 to S202, when there is a request
for execution of the first application from a user, the con-
troller 10 executes the first application and then enters
into a standby mode while controlling to display the
number "1" through a preset application in order to notify
that only one application (i.e., the first application) is being
executed.
[0044] Referring to FIGs. 3A to 3D showing step S202,
the user can request the execution of the first application
by selecting (e.g., touching) the first application in the
standby screen (or home screen) shown in FIG. 3A, and
the controller 10 executes the first application as shown
in FIG. 3B.
[0045] Then, in order to notify that one application (i.e.,
the first application) has been executed (or is being ex-
ecuted), the controller 10 may control to display the
number "1" (this number can be made to disappear after
being displayed for a preset time) on the screen on which
the first application is being executed, as indicated by
numeral 310 in FIG. 3B.
[0046] Otherwise, according to a modified exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, if the user requests
an entry into a standby screen by inputting a preset key
(e.g., a home screen key), the number "1" may be dis-
played through a preset widget (or application), such as
the "program monitor" 320 shown in FIG. 3C, so as to
notify the number of executed applications.
[0047] In steps S203 to S204, when there is a request
for the execution of the second application, the controller
10 executes the second application and simultaneously
controls to display the number "2" so as to notify that two
applications (including the first application and the sec-
ond application) are being executed.
[0048] Referring to FIGs. 3A to 4D, in steps S203 to
S204, the user can request the execution of the second
application by selecting the second application through
an entry into the standby screen even while the first ap-
plication is being executed, and the controller 10 first
switches the first application being executed into a back-
ground execution state and then executes the second
application in a foreground state as shown in FIG. 3D.
[0049] Then, in order to notify that two applications in-
cluding the first application (being executed in the back-
ground) and the second application (being currently ex-
ecuted, that is, being executed in the foreground) are
being executed, the controller 10 may control to display
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the number "2" (this number can be made to disappear
after being displayed for a preset time) on the screen on
which the second application is being executed, as indi-
cated by numeral 330 in FIG. 3D.
[0050] At this time, as in the modified exemplary em-
bodiment described above, when there is a request for
entry into the standby screen, the controller 10 may con-
trol to display the number "2" through a preset widget,
such as the program monitor 410 shown in FIG. 4A, so
as to notify the user that the number of executed appli-
cations is two.
[0051] In steps S205 to S206, when there is a request
for the execution of the third application, the controller
10 executes the third application and simultaneously con-
trols to display the number "3", so as to notify that three
applications (including the first application, the second
application, and the third application) are being executed.
[0052] Referring to FIGs. 4A to 4D showing steps S205
to S206, the user can request the execution of the third
application through an entry into the standby screen even
while the first application (being executed in the back-
ground) and the second application (being currently ex-
ecuted, that is, being executed in the foreground) are
being executed, and the controller 10 first switches the
second application being executed, like the first applica-
tion, into the background execution state and then exe-
cutes the third application in the foreground state as
shown in FIG. 4B.
[0053] Thereafter, similarly to steps S201 to S204 de-
scribed above, in order to notify that three applications
including the first application (being executed in the back-
ground), the second application (being executed in the
background), and the third application (being currently
executed in the foreground) are being executed, the con-
troller 10 may control to display the number "3" on the
screen, on which the third application is being executed,
or control to display the number "3" through a preset widg-
et, as indicated by numeral 420 in FIG. 4B or as shown
in FIG. 4C. At this time, if the screen of the portable ter-
minal enters into a standby mode as shown in FIG. 4C,
the third application is also executed in the background.
[0054] By the process including steps S201 to S206
according to the first exemplary embodiment described
above, the user can identify the number of applications
being executed (in the background and foreground).
[0055] At this time, according to a modification of the
first exemplary embodiment, it is possible to display an
icon or icons of the application or applications being ex-
ecuted, instead of displaying the number of applications
being executed.
[0056] For example, instead of displaying the number
"3" through a widget 430 named "program monitor" as
shown in FIG. 4C, it is possible to display icons corre-
sponding to the first application, the second application,
and the third application in the widget 430 (specifically,
reduced-sized icons may be displayed in the widget).
[0057] Further, according to another modification of
the first exemplary embodiment, it is possible to display

the number of applications being executed in the back-
ground together with the same number of gauges as the
number of applications, as indicated by reference numer-
al 321 of FIG. 3C, reference numeral 411 of FIG. 4A, and
reference numeral 431 of FIG. 4C, so as to enable the
user to easily identify the number of applications being
executed in the background.
[0058] Moreover, according to an additional modifica-
tion of the first exemplary embodiment, a scheme of pro-
viding visual effects to icons displayed on a standby
screen (for example, a home screen) is provided, so as
to enable a user to more easily identify the number of
applications being executed in the background.
[0059] When it is identified that the second application
and the third application are being executed in the back-
ground, the controller 10 according to an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention can give a visual effect
to the icons 440 and 450 corresponding to the applica-
tions (for example, the controller 10 may change the
colors or shapes of the icons) in the standby screen as
shown in FIG. 4D, so as to enable a user to easily identify
that the second application and the third application are
being executed in the background.
[0060] Further, according to a modified exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention, it is possible to change
the size of an icon or to provide an animation effect to
the icon, according to the amount of system resources
utilized by an application corresponding to the icon, which
is being executed in the background.
[0061] As described above, through a single identifi-
cation of icons displayed on a standby screen, the user
can identify the applications executed in the background
and can easily identify the quantity of utilized system re-
sources.
[0062] Meanwhile, in the first exemplary embodiment
of the present invention, the user is notified of the number
of executed applications through a visual effect (e.g., vis-
ual information provided through a number, widget, or
application). However, in various modified exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, the user may be
notified of the number of executed applications through
various other effects, including auditory effect and tactile
effect, which can be recognized by the user.
[0063] For example, when the number of executed ap-
plications is two, the portable terminal may be vibrated
twice or may output sound information (e.g., two beep
sounds) corresponding to the number "2", so that the
user can identify that the number of executed applica-
tions is two.

Second Exemplary Embodiment

[0064] The second exemplary embodiment of the
present invention corresponds to a process of notifying
a user of a status of the system resources, which are
utilized by one or more applications being executed in
the background, through an indicator bar. FIG. 5 is a flow-
chart illustrating a process of notifying a user of a status
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of utilized system resources according to a second ex-
emplary embodiment of the present invention, and FIGs.
6A to 6D illustrate examples of screens displayed ac-
cording to the second exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.
[0065] Hereinafter, the second exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention will be described with ref-
erence to FIGs. 5 to 6D.
[0066] In the following description of the second ex-
emplary embodiment, the utilization of the system re-
sources may refer to either one or both of the use ratio
(or utilization ratio) of a CPU (or the controller 10 as a
CPU) or the use ratio (or utilization ratio) of the memory
30. More specifically, in exemplary embodiments of the
present invention, the utilization of the system resources
may be considered as, for example, 2% or 3% corre-
sponding to the CPU utilization ratio (e.g., 2%) or the
memory utilization ratio (e.g., 3%), respectively, or may
be considered as 5%, which corresponds to the sum of
two utilization ratios.
[0067] Further, the indicator bar corresponds to an ar-
ea for displaying additional information related to the use
of a portable terminal on a particular location of a display
screen (e.g., at a top or bottom of the display screen).
The indicator bar may either disappear when a preset
application is executed or continue to be displayed even
during execution of one or more applications. The indi-
cator bar display may one or more of time information
(e.g., current time), intensity of a received signal, remain-
ing power of the battery, vibration setting status (e.g.,
vibration on/off), information on wireless communication
connection state (e.g., connection state of WiFi or Blue-
tooth), etc.
[0068] In steps S501 to S502, the controller 10 identi-
fies the system resources utilized by one or more appli-
cations being executed in the background, and controls
the displaying of the indicator bar so that the displaying
of the indicator bar corresponds to the utilized system
resources.
[0069] The one or more applications being executed
in the background utilize the system resources, which
consume the power of the portable terminal. Therefore,
in order to prevent power consumption by an application
which is not being executed in the foreground (that is, an
application being executed in the background), the con-
troller 10 according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention may notify the user of the utilization
ratio, which indicates a proportion of the system resourc-
es utilized by one or more applications being executed
in the background with respect to the entire system re-
source, through a visual discrimination (e.g., discrimina-
tion by colors) between the utilization ratios.
[0070] That is, the controller 10 may arrange levels for
classifying the sum of the system resources utilized by
one or more applications being executed in the back-
ground and control to display the indicator bar with clas-
sified colors according to the levels, so as to notify the
user of the utilization ratio.

[0071] For example, when the sum of the system re-
sources utilized by the one or more applications being
executed in the background corresponds to less than 5%
of the entire system resources, the controller 10 may con-
trol to display the indicator bar without any additional color
as the indicator bar 600 shown in FIG. 6A. When the sum
of the system resources utilized by the one or more ap-
plications being executed in the background corresponds
to between 5% and 10% of the entire system resources,
the controller 10 may control to display the indicator bar
in a green color as the indicator bar 610 shown in FIG.
6B. When the sum of the utilized system resources cor-
responds to between 10% and 20% of the entire system
resources, the controller 10 may control to display the
indicator bar in yellow color as the indicator bar 620
shown in FIG. 6C. Further, when the sum of the utilized
system resources corresponds to more than 20% of the
entire system resources, the controller 10 may control to
display the indicator bar in red color as the indicator bar
630 shown in FIG. 6D. As a result, if the indicator bar is
being displayed in red color, the user can identify that
the one or more applications being executed in the back-
ground are consuming too much power, and may termi-
nate any number of the one or more applications being
executed in the background. Here, the user can set the
levels of the system resources utilization and the colors
corresponding to the ranges according to the levels, and
may set other visual effects in addition to the colors.
[0072] According to a modification of the second ex-
emplary embodiment of the present invention, simulta-
neously while displaying the indicator bar with a discrim-
inated color corresponding to the sum of the system re-
sources utilized by the one or more applications being
executed in the background, it is possible to display the
sum of the system resources corresponding to the dis-
criminated color in the indicator bar.
[0073] For example, simultaneously while the indicator
bar 610 is displayed in the green color as shown in FIG.
6B, a numerical value reading "5%" (or information read-
ing "utilized system resource 5%") may be displayed on
a preset portion within the indicator bar 610, so as to
notify the user that the applications being executed in the
background are utilizing 5% of the entire system resourc-
es of the portable terminal. Therefore, a numerical value
reading "10%" (or information reading "utilized system
resource 10%") may be displayed together with a corre-
sponding color on a preset portion within the indicator
bar 620 shown in FIG. 6C, and a numerical value reading
"20%" (or information reading "utilized system resource
20%") may be displayed together with a corresponding
color on a preset portion within the indicator bar 630
shown in FIG. 6D.
[0074] Meanwhile, in order to display information (e.g.,
number, system resource utilization, etc.) on the currently
executed application, it is possible to either individually
employ or adopt various combinations of the display
methods of the first exemplary embodiment and the sec-
ond exemplary embodiment of the present invention as
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described above.

Third Exemplary Embodiment

[0075] The third exemplary embodiment of the present
invention corresponds to a process of displaying a list of
one or more applications being executed and the system
resources utilized by each of the applications, and then
terminating a preset one or more applications being ex-
ecuted in response to a user’s request.
[0076] FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a process ac-
cording to a third exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, FIGs. 8A to 8D illustrate first examples of
screens according to the third exemplary embodiment of
the present invention, FIGs. 9A to 9C illustrate second
examples of screens according to the third exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, and FIG. 10 illus-
trate third examples of screens according to the third ex-
emplary embodiment of the present invention.
[0077] In steps S701 to S702, the controller 10 deter-
mines if a condition for displaying one or more applica-
tions being executed is satisfied. When the condition is
satisfied, the controller 10 controls to display the system
resources utilized by the one or more applications being
executed as shown in FIG. 8A.
[0078] The satisfaction of the condition for displaying
one or more applications being executed in step S701
may have various meanings according to exemplary em-
bodiments of the present invention, which include at least
five basic meanings as follows.
[0079] First, the satisfaction of the condition for dis-
playing one or more applications being executed may
signify a state in which the user has identified the number
of applications being executed in the background and
selected a number widget, or application, which notifies
the number.
[0080] For example, the user may select one of the
numbers, widgets, and applications, each of which indi-
cates the number of applications being executed, as in-
dicated by reference numerals 310, 320, 330, 410, 420,
and 430 of FIGs. 3A to 4D, and the controller 10 may
determine this selection as a satisfaction of the condition
for the displaying and thus control to display a list of one
or more applications being executed in the background
together with system resources utilized by the one or
more applications.
[0081] In other words, by selecting (e.g., touching) one
of the numbers, widgets, and applications, each of which
indicates the number of applications being executed in
the background, as shown in FIGs. 3A to 4D, the user
can request that the one or more applications being ex-
ecuted in the background and system resources utilized
by the one or more applications should be displayed ei-
ther on the entire screen as shown in FIG. 8A or on a
smaller-sized screen rather than the entire screen.
[0082] Second, the satisfaction of the condition for the
displaying may signify a state in which the user has been
notified of the sum of the system resources utilized by

one or more applications being executed in the back-
ground through an indicator bar and has made a preset
input through the indicator bar.
[0083] For example, the user may select one of the
indicator bars indicated by reference numerals 610, 620,
and 630 of FIGs. 6A to 6D according to the second ex-
emplary embodiment of the present invention described
above and thus request that a list of one or more appli-
cations being executed in the background and system
resources utilized by the one or more applications should
be displayed.
[0084] That is, the user first identifies the status of the
system resources utilized by the one or more applications
being executed in the background through the change
(e.g., visual change) of the indicator bar. Then, when the
user determines that too many system resources are be-
ing utilized by the one or more applications being exe-
cuted in the background, the user may select the indicator
bar notifying of this information (for example, the user
may touch the indicator bar 630 displayed in red color).
Then, the controller 10 determines that the touch input
of the indicator bar has satisfied the condition for the dis-
playing, and may control to display the one or more ap-
plications being executed in the background and the sys-
tem resources utilized by the one or more applications
as shown in FIG. 8A.
[0085] According to a modified exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention, when movement of the
indicator bar is allowed, the user can move the indicator
bar by dragging the indicator bar, so as to request that a
list of applications being executed in the background and
system resources utilized by the applications should be
displayed. For example, an indicator bar located at the
top of the display screen can be moved to a lower position
in the screen through a dragging input (for example, the
indicator bar can be touched and then dragged down to
the lower end). Therefore, the user can change the loca-
tion of the indicator bar through the dragging, and the
controller 10 may determine such a location change as
a satisfaction of the condition for the displaying and then
control to display a list of one or more applications being
executed in the background and system resources uti-
lized by the applications.
[0086] Third, the satisfaction of the condition for the
displaying may signify a state in which an execution time
(background execution time) of the one or more applica-
tions being executed in the background exceeds a preset
reference time.
[0087] When a plurality of applications are executed
and are then switched into a background execution state
or a foreground execution state, it is not always possible
for a user to notice the existence of one or more appli-
cations being executed in the background or to identify
how long the one or more applications have been in the
background execution state. The fact that one or more
applications are being executed in the background for a
long time signifies that it is highly probable that the user
would not use the one or more applications for the time
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being, which implies that the battery power of the portable
terminal is being unnecessarily consumed.
[0088] Therefore, when there are one or more appli-
cations being executed in the background as in the ex-
ample when each application is switched from the fore-
ground execution state to the background execution
state, the controller 10 according to an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention determines how long
each application has been executed in the background
state. Thereafter, if it is determined that the time during
which any application has been executed in the back-
ground exceeds a preset time (for example, 10 minutes,
which can be selectively set by the user), the controller
10 may determine that the condition for the displaying
has been satisfied and may control to display a list of the
one or more applications being executed in the back-
ground and the system resources utilized by the one or
more applications.
[0089] If the condition for the displaying is satisfied
when the time during which any application has been
executed in the background exceeds a preset time, it is
possible to make a configuration for displaying only those
applications, which have been executed in the back-
ground for more than the preset time, together with the
system resources utilized by those applications.
[0090] Fourth, the satisfaction of the condition for the
displaying may signify a state in which it is identified that
the remaining battery power of the portable terminal is
lower than a preset threshold.
[0091] The controller 10 according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention checks the remain-
ing battery power at a preset time interval. When the con-
troller 10 has identified that the remaining battery power
is lower than a preset threshold (for example, 50%, which
can be selectively set by the user), the controller 10 de-
termines that the condition of the displaying has been
satisfied, and then controls to display the one or more
applications being executed and system resources uti-
lized by the applications as shown in FIG. 8A. That is,
when it is determined that the remaining battery power
of the portable terminal has reached a value lower than
a preset threshold, the controller 10 can control to auto-
matically display a list of one or more applications being
executed in the background and system resources uti-
lized by the one or more applications.
[0092] Fifth, the satisfaction of the condition for the dis-
playing may signify a state in which the number of exe-
cuted applications exceeds a preset number.
[0093] When 20 applications are being executed by a
request from a user, only one of the 20 applications is
executed in the foreground while the other 19 applica-
tions are executed in the background. Then, the exces-
sively large number of applications executed in the back-
ground may cause unnecessary consumption of the bat-
tery power of the portable terminal.
[0094] Therefore, when it is identified that the number
of applications executed in the background is larger than
or equal to a preset number (for example, seven, which

can be selectively set by the user), the controller 10 ac-
cording to an exemplary embodiment of the present in-
vention may determine that the condition of the displaying
has been satisfied, and then control to display the one
or more applications being executed in the background
and the system resources utilized by the one or more
applications. At this time, the number of applications re-
lating to the satisfaction of the condition for the displaying
may include either only the number of applications exe-
cuted in the background or both the number of applica-
tions executed in the background and the number of ap-
plications executed in the foreground.
[0095] Like the condition for the displaying in step
S701, the method of displaying one or more executed
applications and system resources utilized by the one or
more executed applications (hereinafter, referred to as
simply "displaying method") in step S702 also includes
various modifications according to exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention as described below.
[0096] First, the displaying method of step S702 can
be implemented by an exemplary embodiment in which
only one or more applications being executed in the back-
ground while utilizing the system resources by a propor-
tion exceeding a preset value (or preset threshold) are
displayed. More specifically, in displaying the one or
more applications being executed in the background
(e.g., the one or more applications which are not currently
used by the user) and the system resources utilized by
the one or more applications, only applications utilizing
more than a preset proportion of the system resources
(e.g., applications utilizing more than 5% of the CPU and
memory) may be displayed in a discriminated manner.
In other words, instead of displaying all applications being
executed in the background, only applications utilizing
more than a preset proportion of the system resources
and thus having a relatively large influence on the power
consumption of the battery may be separately displayed.
[0097] Therefore, when it is determined in step S701
that the condition for the displaying has been satisfied,
the controller 10 according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention controls to display only the one
or more applications being executed in the background
while utilizing the system resources by a proportion ex-
ceeding a preset value (e.g., 5%), like the second appli-
cation and the third application shown in FIG. 8B.
[0098] Second, the displaying method of step S702
can be implemented by an exemplary embodiment in
which the utilization proportions of the system resources
utilized by the one or more applications being executed
in the background are identified and the one or more
applications are displayed while being arranged in an
ascending order or descending order of the utilization
proportions of the system resources. More specifically,
all applications being executed in the background may
be displayed while they are arranged based on the utili-
zation proportions of the system resources (in an ascend-
ing order or descending order of the utilization propor-
tions).
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[0099] Therefore, when it is determined in step S701
that the condition for the displaying has been satisfied,
the controller 10 according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention controls to display the applica-
tions being executed in the background together with the
utilization proportions of the system resources in an as-
cending order of the utilization proportions, as shown in
FIG. 8C.
[0100] Third, the displaying method of step S702 can
be implemented by an exemplary embodiment in which
only applications using devices consuming large standby
power while being executed in the background are dis-
played.
[0101] Not only the one or more applications being ex-
ecuted in the background utilize the system resources
and consume power (i.e., battery power) of the portable
terminal, but any device operating in relation to any ex-
ecuted application also consumes power of the portable
terminal. This implies that, even when one or more ap-
plications being executed in the background do not utilize
a high proportion of the system resources, if one or more
devices operating in relation to the executed one or more
applications consume large standby power, the one or
more applications being executed in the background
while using the one or more devices consume more pow-
er than the other applications which do not use the device
or devices.
[0102] Therefore, when it is determined in step S701
that the condition for the displaying has been satisfied,
the controller 10 according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention controls to display only the one
or more applications using devices consuming relatively
large standby power, which include the fourth application
using the camera device and the fifth application using
the GPS device as shown in FIG. 8D, in a discriminated
manner.
[0103] By combining the five exemplary embodiments
relating to the condition of the displaying in step S701
and the three exemplary embodiments relating to the dis-
playing method in step S702, it is possible to yield various
additional exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion, through which exemplary embodiments of the
present invention can allow a selective displaying of only
applications corresponding to a preset condition among
the one or more applications being executed in the back-
ground.
[0104] As one example of the yieldable exemplary em-
bodiments, when there are one or more applications,
which use one or more devices consuming a relatively
large amount of standby power and have been executed
in the background for more than 10 minutes, a list of the
one or more applications is automatically (or manually
by the user) displayed, so that the user can terminate
one of the one or more applications.
[0105] As another example of the yieldable exemplary
embodiments, when more than a preset number of ap-
plications (e.g., more than ten applications) are being
executed (in the background or the foreground or in both

of them), only applications utilizing a preset proportion
(e.g., 3%) of the system resources are automatically (or
manually by the user) displayed among the ten applica-
tions, so that the user can selectively (or collectively) ter-
minate one or more of the applications, which are being
executed in the background and utilize a high proportion
of the system resources, thereby consuming large bat-
tery power and degrading the system performance.
[0106] In steps S703 to S704, after steps S701 to
S702, when there is a request for termination of at least
one of the displayed applications, the controller 10 con-
trols to terminate the one or more applications requested
to be terminated.
[0107] When a list of one or more executed applica-
tions is displayed as shown in one of FIGs. 8A to 8D, the
user can selectively terminate at least one application
utilizing a large proportion of the system resources and
consuming too much battery power or collectively termi-
nate all the displayed applications.
[0108] For example, the user can select (e.g., touch)
the END button 810 of FIG. 8A, so as to request the
termination of the third application, which utilizes 4% of
the CPU and 5% of the RAM. In response to the request,
the controller 10 controls to terminate the third application
and update the status information on the applications be-
ing executed and the utilized resources as shown in FIG.
9A.
[0109] Further, when the user touches and selects the
"CLOSE ALL" button 820, the controller 10 collectively
terminates the one or more applications being executed
(including the first application, the second application,
and the third application) and notifies the user of infor-
mation on the collective termination as shown in FIG. 9B.
Here, the terminated one or more applications may cor-
respond to all applications being executed in the back-
ground or all displayed applications.
[0110] According to a modification of the third exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention as shown in
FIGs. 9C and 10, when the user has the requested ter-
mination of a preset application, the portable terminal
may display additional information about the application
requested to be terminated, based on the list of one or
more applications being executed and the utilized system
resources.
[0111] When there are many applications being exe-
cuted and the user wants to terminate one application,
which the user does not have any experience of using,
among the applications being executed, the user may
not be exactly aware of the function which the application
provides and the function which the application is per-
forming. Therefore, exemplary embodiments of the
present invention enable the user to additionally acquire
information on the application, which the user wants to
terminate, such as advice for the application (e.g., advice
relating to main functions and use functions) and an ex-
planation on the operation being executed.
[0112] For example, when the user has requested to
terminate the second application, the controller 10 may
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control to display information notifying that the second
application is transmitting or receiving data as shown in
FIG. 9C, so as to ask the user for confirmation of the
intention to terminate the second application, or may dis-
play information on how to use the portable terminal or
information (e.g., instructions or advice) relating to the
second application as shown in FIG. 10, so as to ask the
user for confirmation of the intention to terminate the sec-
ond application.
[0113] According to exemplary embodiments of the
present invention, it is possible to prevent the battery
power consumption and the degradation of the system
performance due to the system resources utilized by one
or more applications being executed, while providing a
multi-tasking function through a plurality of applications.
[0114] Also, according to exemplary embodiments of
the present invention, when a plurality of applications are
executed, such execution of the applications is reported
to the user, so as to enable the user to terminate one or
more applications, thereby preventing unnecessary con-
sumption of battery power.
[0115] While the invention has been shown and de-
scribed with reference to certain exemplary embodi-
ments thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in
the art that various changes in form and details may be
made therein without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention as defined by the appended claims and
their equivalents.

Claims

1. A method of managing an application being execut-
ed in a portable terminal, the method comprising:

identifying system resources utilized by one or
more applications being executed in a back-
ground; and
displaying information corresponding to the uti-
lized system resources through an indicator bar.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the displaying of the
information through the indicator bar comprises:

summing all of the system resources utilized by
the one or more applications being executed in
the background; and
displaying the indicator bar with a visual effect
discriminated according to an amount of the
summed system resources.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein, in order to provide
the preset visual effect, the indicator bar is displayed
with a discriminated color according to the amount
of the summed system resources.

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising providing
at least one of an auditory effect and a tactile effect

discriminated according to the amount of the
summed system resources.

5. The method of claim 2, further comprising displaying
the amount of the summed system resources togeth-
er with the discriminated visual effect on the indicator
bar.

6. An apparatus for managing an application being ex-
ecuted in a portable terminal, the apparatus com-
prising:

a controller for identifying system resources uti-
lized by one or more applications being execut-
ed in a background and for controlling to display
information corresponding to the utilized system
resources through an indicator bar.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the controller con-
trols to sum all of the system resources utilized by
the one or more applications being executed in the
background, and controls to display the indicator bar
with a visual effect discriminated according to an
amount of the summed system resources.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein, in order to provide
the preset visual effect, the controller controls to dis-
play the indicator bar with a discriminated color ac-
cording to the amount of the summed system re-
sources.

9. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the controller con-
trols to provide at least one of an auditory effect and
a tactile effect discriminated according to the amount
of the summed system resources.

10. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the controller con-
trols to display the amount of the summed system
resources together with the discriminated visual ef-
fect on the indicator bar.
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