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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to techniques for
detecting a disruption of a fluid connection between a
first fluid containing system comprising a first pulse gen-
erator and a second fluid containing system comprising
a second pulse generator, by processing at least one
pressure signal from a set of pressure sensors arranged
in the first fluid containing system. The first fluid contain-
ing system may e.g. be an extracorporeal circuit for blood
processing.

Background Art

[0002] In extracorporeal blood processing, blood is
taken out of a human subject, processed (e.g. treated)
and then reintroduced into the subject by means of an
extracorporeal blood flow circuit ("EC circuit") which is
part of a machine for blood processing. Generally, the
blood is circulated through the EC circuit by a blood
pump. In certain types of extracorporeal blood process-
ing, the EC circuit includes an access device for blood
withdrawal (e.g. an arterial needle or catheter) and an
access device for blood reintroduction (e.g. a venous
needle or catheter), which are inserted into a dedicated
blood vessel access (e.g. fistula or graft) on the subject.
The access devices form a fluid connection between the
EC circuit and the cardiovascular system of the subject.
This type of EC circuit is, e.g., used in extracorporeal
blood treatments such as hemodialysis, hemodiafiltra-
tion, hemofiltration, plasmapheresis, bloodbanking,
blood fraction separation (e.g. cells) of donor blood,
apheresis, extracorporeal blood oxygenation, assisted
blood circulation, extracorporeal liver support/dialysis, ul-
trafiltration, etc.
[0003] It is vital to minimize the risk for malfunctions in
the fluid connection that may lead to a potentially life-
threatening condition of the subject. A particularly serious
condition may arise if the EC circuit is disrupted down-
stream of the blood pump while the blood pump is run-
ning, e.g. by the access device for blood reintroduction
coming loose from the blood vessel access. Such a ve-
nous-side disruption, which is commonly referred to as
a Venous Needle Dislodgement (VND), may cause the
subject to be drained of blood within minutes. A disruption
on the arterial side, e.g. by the access device for blood
withdrawal coming loose from the blood vessel access,
may also present a patient risk, by air being sucked into
the EC circuit and transported into the cardiovascular
system.
[0004] Machines for extracorporeal blood treatment
typically include a safety system that monitors the status
of the fluid connection between the EC circuit and the
subject and triggers an alarm and/or an appropriate safe-
ty action whenever a potentially dangerous situation is
detected. Such safety systems may operate on pressure

signals from pressure sensors in the EC circuit. Conven-
tionally, VND detection is carried out by comparing one
or more measured average pressure levels with one or
more threshold values. However, it may be difficult to set
appropriate threshold values, since the average pressure
in the EC circuit may vary between treatments and be-
tween subjects, and also during a treatment, e.g. as a
result of the patient moving. Further, if an access device
comes loose and gets stuck in bed sheets or the patient’s
clothes, the measured average pressure might not
change enough to indicate the potentially dangerous sit-
uation.
[0005] To overcome these drawbacks, various tech-
niques have been proposed for detecting VND by iden-
tifying absence of dedicated pulsations, which originate
from the subject, in a pressure signal from a pressure
sensor ("venous pressure sensor") on the downstream
side of the blood pump in the EC circuit, e.g. in
WO97/10013, US2005/0010118, WO2009/156174,
WO2010/149726 and US2010/0234786. The dedicated
pulsations may e.g. originate from the heart or the breath-
ing system. These known VND detection techniques pre-
sume that the heart or breathing pulses can be reliably
detected in the pressure signal. To enable reliable de-
tection, it may be necessary to filter the pressure signal
to essentially remove all signal interferences. In practice,
the accuracy and robustness of the VND detection relies
on the efficiency and stability of the filtering technique
used for cleaning the pressure signal from signal inter-
ferences. The signal interferences typically comprise
strong pressure pulsations ("pump pulses") originating
from the blood pump, and may also comprise further in-
terfering pressure pulsations, e.g. caused by further
pumps, valves, balancing chambers, etc in the EC circuit.
It may be a challenging task to remove e.g. the pump
pulses, since the rate of the heart pulses and the rate of
the blood pump, i.e. the blood flow through the EC circuit,
may change over time. If the rate of heart pulses matches
the rate of pump pulses, it is not unlikely that the filtering
will fail. Complete removal of the pump pulses is also
rendered difficult by the fact that the pump pulses gen-
erally are much stronger than the heart and breathing
pulses in the pressure signal. An advanced filtering tech-
nique may thus be required, increasing complexity and
potentially introducing stability and convergence issues.
[0006] There is a continued need to achieve an im-
proved technique for detecting a disruption of the fluid
connection on the arterial side and/or the venous side of
the EC circuit, in terms of one or more of the following:
ability to handle overlap in frequency and/or time be-
tween pump pulses and heart pulses, complexity of the
detection technique, response time, processing efficien-
cy and memory usage of the detection technique, accu-
racy of detection, and robustness of detection.
[0007] Corresponding needs may arise in other fields
of technology. Thus, generally speaking, there is a need
for an improved or alternative technique for detecting a
disruption of a fluid connection between a first fluid con-
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taining system and a second fluid containing system,
based on at least one pressure signal acquired from a
set of pressure sensors in the first fluid containing system.

Summary

[0008] It is an objective of the invention to at least partly
overcome one or more limitations of the prior art.
[0009] Another objective is to provide a technique for
detecting a disruption of a fluid connection that is capable
of meeting one or more of the above-mentioned needs.
[0010] One or more of these objectives, as well as fur-
ther objectives that may appear from the description be-
low, are at least partly achieved by means of monitoring
devices, a method of monitoring and a computer-reada-
ble medium according to the independent claims, em-
bodiments thereof being defined by the dependent
claims.
[0011] A first aspect of the invention is a monitoring
device for detecting a disruption of a fluid connection be-
tween a first fluid containing system comprising a first
pulse generator and a second fluid containing system
comprising a second pulse generator. The monitoring
device comprises: an input for receiving at least one pres-
sure signal from a set of pressure sensors arranged in
the first fluid containing system to detect first pulses orig-
inating from the first pulse generator and second pulses
originating from the second pulse generator; and a signal
processor connected to the input. The signal processor
is configured to: populate a plurality of signal vectors of
identical length such that each of the signal vectors cor-
responds to a respective signal segment of signal values
in the at least one pressure signal; process the signal
vectors by a source separation algorithm so as to com-
pute one or more eigenvectors and/or one or more ei-
genvalues associated with the signal vectors; and detect
the disruption based on a monitoring parameter, which
is computed as a function of the one or more eigenvectors
and/or the one or more eigenvalues to be responsive to
the second pulses in the at least one pressure signal.
[0012] The first aspect is based on the insight that it is
possible to relax the need for more or less perfect removal
of signal interferences in a pressure signal before ana-
lyzing the pressure signal for disruption detection, by in-
stead applying a proper source separation algorithm to
one or more pressure signals and analyzing the resulting
data for disruption detection. A source separation algo-
rithm will, to a greater or lesser degree depending on
implementation, separate and reproduce source signals
that are present and mixed together in the one or more
pressure signals. It has surprisingly been found that
source separation algorithms that involve computation
of eigenvectors and/or eigenvalues have the ability of
relaxing the need for filtering of the pressure signal(s)
when detecting a disruption of the fluid connection, since
at least some of the eigenvectors and/or eigenvalues are
indicative of the second pulses (if present). Computation
of eigenvectors and/or eigenvalues is a standard proce-

dure per se, and there are many available and estab-
lished computation methods that are both numerically
stable and processing-efficient. The processing of signal
vectors by a source separation algorithm does not imply
that a full conventional implementation a specific algo-
rithm needs to be applied. The source separation algo-
rithm only needs to be implemented to compute the ei-
genvectors and/or eigenvalues that are used for comput-
ing the monitoring parameter that is responsive to the
second pulses in the pressure signal(s).
[0013] Principally, any known source separation algo-
rithm that involves computation of eigenvectors and/or
eigenvalues may be applied by the monitoring device of
the first aspect. Such source separation algorithms in-
clude, but are not limited to, Principal Component Anal-
ysis (PCA), Independent Component Analysis (ICA),
Factor Analysis, Canonical Correlation Analysis (CCA)
and Common Spatial Pattern (CSP).
[0014] As will be exemplified further below, the moni-
toring device of the first aspect may operate on a single
pressure signal or two or more pressure signals. Thus,
as used herein, "a set of pressure sensors" is intended
to encompass a single pressure sensor.
[0015] In one embodiment, the signal processor is con-
figured, when processing the signal vectors by the source
separation algorithm, to compute the one or more eigen-
vectors and/or the one or more eigenvalues for an esti-
mated covariance matrix comprising estimated covari-
ance values for the signal vectors. The estimated covar-
iance matrix may be given by f(XTX), wherein X is a matrix
with the signal vectors arranged as rows or columns, XT

is a transpose of the matrix X, and f is a linear function.
It should be noted that the eigenvectors, and optionally
the eigenvalues, may be computed without a need to
explicitly populate the estimated covariance matrix. How-
ever, the signal processor may be further configured,
when processing the signal vectors, to: compute the es-
timated covariance values, populate the estimated cov-
ariance matrix by the estimated covariance values, and
process the estimated covariance matrix for computation
of the one or more eigenvectors and/or the one or more
eigenvalues.
[0016] In one embodiment, the source separation al-
gorithm comprises one of Principal Component Analysis,
PCA, and Independent Component Analysis, ICA.
[0017] In one embodiment, the signal processor is con-
figured to populate the signal vectors such that at least
a subset of the signal vectors correspond to mutually
time-shifted signal segments in a dedicated pressure sig-
nal included among the at least one pressure signal, or
in an intermediate signal generated based on the at least
one pressure signal. Thus, in this embodiment, at least
a subset of the populated signal vectors correspond to
mutually time-shifted signal segments within one and the
same signal, which is either a pressure signal or an in-
termediate signal. If the signal filtering device receives
at least two pressure signals, the signal processor may
be configured to generate the intermediate signal by lin-
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early combining corresponding pressure values in the at
least two pressure signals.
[0018] In one embodiment, the signal processor is con-
figured to populate the signal vectors such that said at
least a subset of the signal vectors correspond to partly
overlapping and mutually time-shifted signal segments
in the dedicated pressure signal or the intermediate sig-
nal.
[0019] In one embodiment, the signal processor is con-
figured to populate the signal vectors exclusively based
on the mutually time-shifted signal segments in the ded-
icated pressure signal or the intermediate signal.
[0020] Alternatively, when the input receives a plurality
of pressure signals from a plurality of pressure sensors,
the signal processor may be configured to populate the
signal vectors such that each signal vector corresponds
to a respective signal segment in a respective one of the
pressure signals.
[0021] In one embodiment, the signal processor is fur-
ther configured, when detecting the disruption, to: identify
a change to the monitoring parameter over time or by
comparing the monitoring parameter to a threshold value.
[0022] In one embodiment, the signal processor is con-
figured, when processing the signal vectors, to compute
a plurality of eigenvalues, wherein the signal processor
is configured to compute the monitoring parameter to rep-
resent one of: a magnitude of at least a subset of the
plurality of eigenvalues, a difference between pairs of
eigenvalues for at least a subset of the plurality of eigen-
values when ordered by magnitude, and a distribution of
at least a subset of the plurality of eigenvalues when or-
dered by magnitude.
[0023] In one embodiment, the signal processor is con-
figured, when processing the signal vectors, to compute
a plurality of eigenvalues and, optionally, a plurality of
eigenvectors, wherein the signal processor is further con-
figured, when computing the monitoring parameter, to
order the eigenvectors and/or the eigenvalues by order
of magnitude of the eigenvalues. The signal processor
may be configured to compute the monitoring parameter
based on at least one selected eigenvector among the
plurality of eigenvectors and/or at least one selected ei-
genvalue among the plurality of eigenvalues, and the sig-
nal processor may be configured to derive each selected
eigenvalue by selecting an eigenvalue having a prede-
fined order number among the plurality of eigenvalues
when ordered by magnitude, and/or to derive each se-
lected eigenvector by selecting an eigenvector having a
predefined order number among the plurality of eigen-
vectors when ordered by magnitude of their associated
eigenvalues. For example, the signal processor may be
configured to compute the monitoring parameter to rep-
resent one or more of: a magnitude of the at least one
selected eigenvalue, a frequency of the at least one se-
lected eigenvector, and a shape of the at least one se-
lected eigenvector.
[0024] In one embodiment, the signal processor is con-
figured to receive, via the input, a reference pressure

signal from a reference pressure sensor in the set of pres-
sure sensors in the first fluid containing system, the ref-
erence pressure sensor being arranged to detect the sec-
ond pulses irrespective of the disruption of the fluid con-
nection. The signal processor is configured to: populate
a plurality of reference signal vectors of identical length
such that each of the reference signal vectors corre-
sponds to a respective signal segment of signal values
in the reference pressure signal; and process the refer-
ence signal vectors by the source separation algorithm
so as to compute at least one of: one or more reference
eigenvectors and one or more reference eigenvalues as-
sociated with the reference signal vectors. The signal
processor is further configured, when detecting the dis-
ruption, to compare the one or more eigenvectors to the
one or more reference eigenvectors and/or compare the
one or more eigenvalues to the one or more reference
eigenvalues. In one embodiment, the signal processor
is configured to: compute the monitoring parameter as a
function of a correlation value resulting from a cross-cor-
relation of the above-mentioned at least one selected
eigenvector and the one or more reference eigenvectors.
[0025] In one embodiment, the signal processor is fur-
ther configured, before populating the plurality of signal
vectors, to filter the at least one pressure signal so as to
decrease a magnitude of the first pulses below a magni-
tude of the second pulses.
[0026] In one embodiment, the signal processor is fur-
ther configured, before processing the signal vectors, to
process the at least one pressure signal and/or the signal
vectors to yield an average of zero for signal vector values
in the respective signal vector.
[0027] In one embodiment, the first fluid containing
system is an extracorporeal blood circuit comprising a
blood pump configured to pump blood from a blood with-
drawal device to a blood return device, wherein the sec-
ond fluid containing system is a cardiovascular system
of a human body, the first pulse generator comprising
the blood pump and the second pulses originating from
a pulse generator in or attached to the human body,
wherein the blood withdrawal device and the blood return
device are fluidly connected to the cardiovascular sys-
tem, and wherein the fluid connection is formed between
the blood return device and the cardiovascular system.
In a specific implementation, the signal processor is con-
figured to receive, via the input, the at least one pressure
signal from a pressure sensor located between the blood
pump and the blood return device to sense the pressure
of the blood in the extracorporeal blood circuit.
[0028] In one embodiment, the signal processor is fur-
ther configured to generate an output signal indicative of
the disruption of the fluid connection.
[0029] A second aspect of the invention is a monitoring
device for detecting a disruption of a fluid connection be-
tween a first fluid containing system comprising a first
pulse generator and a second fluid containing system
comprising a second pulse generator. The monitoring
device comprises: means for receiving at least one pres-
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sure signal from a set of pressure sensors arranged in
the first fluid containing system to detect first pulses orig-
inating from the first pulse generator and second pulses
originating from the second pulse generator; means for
populating a plurality of signal vectors of identical length
such that each of the signal vectors corresponds to a
respective signal segment of signal values in the at least
one pressure signal; means for processing the signal
vectors by a source separation algorithm so as to com-
pute one or more eigenvectors and/or one or more ei-
genvalues associated with the signal vectors; and means
for detecting the disruption based on a monitoring pa-
rameter, which is computed as a function of the one or
more eigenvectors and/or the one or more eigenvalues
to be responsive the second pulses in the at least one
pressure signal.
[0030] A third aspect of the invention is a method of
monitoring a fluid connection between a first fluid con-
taining system comprising a first pulse generator and a
second fluid containing system comprising a second
pulse generator. The method is performed by a data proc-
essor and comprises: receiving at least one pressure sig-
nal from a set of pressure sensors arranged in the first
fluid containing system to detect first pulses originating
from the first pulse generator and second pulses origi-
nating from the second pulse generator; populating a plu-
rality of signal vectors of identical length such that each
of the signal vectors corresponds to a respective signal
segment of signal values in the at least one pressure
signal; processing the signal vectors by a source sepa-
ration algorithm so as to compute one or more eigenvec-
tors and/or one or more eigenvalues associated with the
signal vectors; and detecting the disruption based on a
monitoring parameter, which is computed as a function
of the one or more eigenvectors and/or the one or more
eigenvalues to be responsive to the second pulses in the
at least one pressure signal.
[0031] A fourth aspect of the invention is a computer-
readable medium comprising processing instructions for
causing a data processor to perform the method of the
third aspect.
[0032] Any one of the above-identified embodiments
of the first aspect may be adapted and implemented as
an embodiment of the second to fourth aspects.
[0033] Still other objectives, features, aspects and ad-
vantages of the present invention will appear from the
following detailed description, from the attached claims
as well as from the drawings.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0034] Embodiments of the invention will now be de-
scribed in more detail with reference to the accompany-
ing schematic drawings.

Fig. 1 a schematic diagram of a blood path in an
extracorporeal blood processing apparatus attached
to a human subject.

Fig. 2(a) is a plot in the time domain of a pressure
signal containing both pump pulses and heart puls-
es, and Fig. 2(b) is a plot of the corresponding signal
in the frequency domain.
Fig. 3(a) is a side view of a rotor of a peristaltic pump,
and Fig. 3(b) is a plot of pressure pulses generated
during a full rotation of the rotor in Fig. 3(a), as meas-
ured by a pressure sensor in the extracorporeal
blood processing apparatus of Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 illustrates a principle of a source separation
technique applied to the apparatus in Fig. 1.
Fig. 5 is a flow chart of a monitoring method applying
source separation.
Fig. 6 is a block diagram of a monitoring device ap-
plying source separation to a combination of pres-
sure signals for disruption detection.
Figs 7(a)-(b) are plots of venous and arterial pres-
sure signals before VND, and Figs 7(c)-(d) are plots
of corresponding computed eigenvectors before
VND.
Figs 8(a)-(d) are plots of the data in Figs 7(a)-(d)
after VND.
Fig. 9 illustrates a technique for populating signal
vectors from a single pressure signal.
Figs 10(a)-(b) are block diagrams of monitoring de-
vices applying source separation for disruption de-
tection.
Figs 11(a)-(b) illustrate an ordered set of eigenvec-
tors computed for a venous pressure signal, before
VND and after VND, respectively, and Fig. 11(c) il-
lustrates an ordered set of eigenvectors computed
for an arterial pressure signal, before VND.
Figs 12(a)-(f) are distribution plots representing ei-
genvalues computed for a venous pressure signal.
Figs 13(a)-(b) are flow charts of a process for dis-
ruption detection using computed eigenvalues and
eigenvectors, respectively.

Detailed Description of Example Embodiments

[0035] Throughout the description, the same reference
numerals are used to identify corresponding elements.
[0036] Fig. 1 illustrates a human subject which is con-
nected to an extracorporeal fluid circuit 1 by way of ac-
cess devices 2’, 2" inserted into a dedicated vascular ac-
cess 3 (also known as "blood vessel access") on the sub-
ject. The extracorporeal fluid circuit 1 (denoted "EC
circuit" in the following) is configured to communicate
blood to and from the cardiovascular system of the sub-
ject. In one example, the EC circuit 1 is part of an appa-
ratus for blood processing, such as a dialysis machine.
In the illustrated example, a blood pump 4 draws blood
from the vascular access 3 via access device 2’ and
pumps the blood via blood lines (tubes) through a blood
processing unit 5, e.g. a dialyzer, and back to the vascular
access 3 via access device 2". Thus, when both access
devices 2’, 2" are connected to the vascular access 3,
the EC circuit 1 defines a blood path that starts and ends
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at the vascular access 3. The EC circuit 1 may be seen
to comprise a "venous side" which is the part of the blood
path located downstream of the blood pump 4, and
an "arterial side" which is the part of the blood path lo-
cated upstream of the pump 4.
[0037] Pressure sensors 6a and 6b are arranged to
detect pressure waves in the EC circuit 1. As used herein,
a "pressure wave" is a mechanical wave in the form of a
disturbance that travels or propagates through a material
or substance. In the context of the following examples,
the pressure waves propagate in the blood in the cardi-
ovascular system of the subject and in the blood path of
the EC circuit 1 at a velocity that typically lies in the range
of about 3-20 m/s. The pressure sensors 6a, 6b, which
are in direct or indirect hydraulic contact with the blood,
generate pressure data that forms a pressure pulse for
each pressure wave. A "pressure pulse" is thus a set of
data samples that define a local increase or decrease
(depending on implementation) in signal magnitude with-
in a time-dependent measurement signal ("pressure sig-
nal").
[0038] The pressure sensors 6a, 6b may be of any
type, e.g. operating by resistive, capacitive, inductive,
magnetic, acoustic or optical sensing, and using one or
more diaphragms, bellows, Bourdon tubes, piezo-elec-
trical components, semiconductor components, strain
gauges, resonant wires, accelerometers, etc. For exam-
ple, the pressure sensors 6a, 6b may be implemented
as a conventional pressure sensor, a bioimpedance sen-
sor, or a photoplethysmography (PPG) sensor.
[0039] Fig. 2(a) shows an example of a time-resolved
pressure signal P acquired from sensor 6b in Fig. 1, and
Fig. 2(b) shows the corresponding spectral density, i.e.
signal energy as a function of frequency. The spectral
density reveals that the pressure signal P contains fre-
quency components that emanate from and are given by
the design of the blood pump 4. As seen, the frequency
components are a set of harmonic frequencies 0.5f0, f0,
1.5f0, 2f0, etc. In the illustrated example, the blood pump
4 is a rotary peristaltic pump of the type indicated in Fig.
3(a), and the frequency components are governed by the
revolution of the rotor 12 and the engagement of the roll-
ers 13a, 13b with the tube segment. The dominating fre-
quency f0 is the pumping frequency, i.e. the frequency
of pump strokes, with each pump stroke being generated
by the engagement of one of the rollers 13a, 13b with
the tube segment. Fig. 3(b) illustrates the pressure pul-
sations ("pump pulses") in the pressure signal that orig-
inate exclusively from the pump 4 during one revolution
of the rotor 12. Thus, the pump pulses in Fig. 3(b) rep-
resent the pressure waves that are generated by the roll-
ers 13a, 13b engaging the tube segment during a full
rotor revolution. Returning to Figs 2(a)-2(b), the pressure
signal P also includes pressure pulsations ("heart puls-
es") that originate from the beating of the heart in the
patient. In this example, the heart pulses are much weak-
er than the pump pulses and are difficult to detect in the
pressure signal P, which is dominated by the pump puls-

es. Generally, the pressure signal P may contain pres-
sure pulses from any physiological pulse generator PH
(Fig. 1), periodic or non-periodic, in the patient, including
reflexes, voluntary muscle contractions, non-voluntary
muscle contractions, the heart, the breathing system, the
autonomous system for blood pressure regulation and
the autonomous system for body temperature regulation.
In a further alternative, the pressure signal P may contain
pressure pulses from a dedicated pulse generator at-
tached to the patient. In the following, pressure pulses
originating from the patient are collectively denoted "pa-
tient pulses".
[0040] Returning to the specific example in Fig. 1, a
monitoring or surveillance device 7 is connected to the
pressure sensors 6a, 6b by a respective transmission
line. In the following, the pressure sensors 6a, 6b are
denoted "arterial pressure sensor" and "venous pressure
sensor", respectively, and generate an arterial pressure
signal and a venous pressure signal. The device 7 is
operable to acquire and process at least one of the pres-
sure signals from the arterial and venous pressure sen-
sors 6a, 6b for the purpose of detecting a disruption of
the fluid connection between the EC circuit 1 and the
cardiovascular system of the subject. The disruption cor-
responds to a disconnection of the EC circuit 1 from the
cardiovascular system and may be caused, e.g., by a
dislodgement of one or both of the access devices 2’,
2" from the vascular access 3, a rupture of a blood line,
or a disconnection of a connector (not shown) which may
be installed between the respective access device 2’, 2"
and the blood lines. As explained in the Background sec-
tion, it is of particular interest to detect a disruption down-
stream of the blood pump 4 (commonly referred to as
VND), since this may cause the subject to be drained of
blood. However, it may also be relevant to detect a dis-
ruption upstream of the blood pump 4, to prevent that the
EC circuit 1 pumps air into the cardiovascular system of
the subject.
[0041] The device 7 operates based on the principle
that the patient pulses will decrease in magnitude, or
even disappear completely, in one or both of the venous
and arterial pressure signals if the fluid connection is dis-
rupted. A disruption downstream of the venous pressure
sensor 6b causes the magnitude of the patient pulses to
decrease in the venous pressure signal. Corresponding-
ly, a disruption upstream of the arterial pressure sensor
6a causes the magnitude of the patient pulses to de-
crease in the arterial pressure signal. In certain installa-
tions, the pressure waves that originate from the patient
and propagate into the EC circuit 1 may be significantly
attenuated by the blood pump 4 and/or the blood process-
ing unit 5. This may cause the patient pulses to effectively
disappear from the venous pressure signal upon a ve-
nous-side disruption and from the arterial pressure signal
upon an arterial-side disruption. For example, the blood
pump 4 is commonly a peristaltic pump which is known
to effectively block transmission of such pressure waves.
The device 7 is thus configured to continuously acquire
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at least one of the pressure signals from the sensors 6a,
6b, compute a monitoring parameter which is responsive
to the patient pulses, e.g. the magnitude of the patient
pulses, and evaluate the monitoring parameter for de-
tection of a disruption. When detecting a (potential) dis-
ruption, the device 7 may issue an alarm or warning signal
and/or alert a control system of the EC circuit 1 to take
appropriate action. Embodiments of the invention may
e.g. be implemented by software instructions that are
supplied on a computer-readable medium for execution
by a processor 8 in conjunction with an electronic memory
9 in the device 7.
[0042] Embodiments of the device 7 are based on the
insight that a source separation algorithm may be utilized
to obtain a monitoring parameter that is responsive to
the patient pulses. Source separation is a mathematical
method designed to separate a set of source signals from
a set of mixed signals. Fig. 4 shows a generalized exam-
ple for the setup in Fig. 1. When the fluid connection is
intact, each of the pressure sensors 6a, 6b receives pres-
sure waves from the blood pump 4, acting as a first
source, and a physiological pulse generator PH in the
patient, acting as a second source. Thereby, each of the
venous and arterial pressure signals includes an (approx-
imately) linear mix of pump pulses and patient pulses,
and the venous and arterial pressure signals are corre-
lated. A source separation algorithm, designated by 30,
may be applied to the pressure signals so as to generate
a first source signal representing the operation of the
pump 4 and a second source signal representing the op-
eration of the physiological pulse generator PH. Mathe-
matically, the source separation aims at finding the matrix
S in the matrix relation X = B·S, where X contains signal
vectors for the pressure recordings by the sensors 6a,
6b, S contains the unknown source signals to be sepa-
rated, and B is an unknown mixing matrix.
[0043] In principle, the device 7 may implement any
source separation technique to operate on the signal vec-
tors so as to generate the source signals. However, the
purpose of utilizing source separation is not to separate
and reproduce the source signals per se, but rather to
identify a change in the patient pulses as detected by the
pressure sensors in the EC circuit 1, preferably in a robust
and processing-efficient way. The present Applicant has
focused on source separation techniques that involve
computation of eigenvectors and/or eigenvalues, based
on the matrix X of signal vectors, as part of the process
of separating the source signals. It has surprisingly been
found that the patient pulses are reflected among such
eigenvectors and/or eigenvalues, irrespective of whether
the eigenvectors are a true representation of source sig-
nals or not. An attractive property of basing the monitoring
parameter on eigenvectors and/or eigenvalues is that
there are many numerically stable and processing-effi-
cient techniques for computing eigenvectors and eigen-
values. Thus, it is possible to apply well-established com-
putation methods, possibly without requiring a full imple-
mentation of the source separation technique since only

eigenvectors/eigenvalues need to be computed.
[0044] There are a number of different source separa-
tion techniques that may involve computation of eigen-
vectors and eigenvalues associated with the signal vec-
tors, including but not limited to Principal Component
Analysis (PCA), Independent Component Analysis
(ICA), Factor Analysis, Canonical Correlation Analysis
(CCA) and Common Spatial Pattern (CSP).
[0045] Fig. 5 illustrates an embodiment of a monitoring
method involving a sequence of steps that may be im-
plemented by the device 7 shown in Fig. 1. The method
involves a step 501 that receives the pressure signals
from the pressure sensors 6a, 6b, and a step 502 that
pre-processes the pressure signals, e.g. for AD conver-
sion, signal amplification, removal of offset, high frequen-
cy noise and supply voltage disturbances, etc. The re-
moval of offset may be implemented to ensure that the
pre-processed pressure signals have a zero mean, which
may be advantageous for the subsequent computation
of eigenvectors/eigenvalues. Steps 501 and 502 may op-
erate to continuously supply pre-processed pressure val-
ues, independently of the other steps of the method. In
certain embodiments, step 502 may be omitted.
[0046] The method further includes a repeating se-
quence of steps 503-506 that operate on a respective
time window in the pressure signals that are supplied by
steps 501-502, to generate and evaluate the monitoring
parameter. The consecutive time windows processed by
steps 503-506 may be overlapping or non-overlapping.
[0047] In one repetition of steps 503-506, step 503 first
selects a time window in the pressure signals. The length
of the time window is predefined. The following examples
utilize a time window of 10 seconds, corresponding to
100 pressure values (for a sampling rate of 10 Hz) in
each of the two pressure signals (cf. Fig. 1). Step 504
populates one signal vector for each pressure signal,
such that the respective signal vector corresponds to the
pressure values within the time window. Step 504 results
in n signal vectors xk, each containing m signal values.
The test results presented in Figs 7-8 below are obtained
for n = 2 and m = 100. Step 505 processes the signal
vectors xk by the source separation algorithm so as to
compute one or more eigenvectors υl and/or one or more
eigenvalues λl associated with the signal vectors xk. Step
506 computes the monitoring parameter as a function of
the one or more eigenvectors υl and/or the one or more
eigenvalues λl, and evaluates the monitoring parameter
for detection of a disruption of the fluid connection, e.g.
by identifying a change to the monitoring parameter over
time or by comparing the monitoring parameter to a
threshold value. If the evaluation indicates a disruption,
step 507 is invoked to cause the blood processing appa-
ratus to enter a safe mode of operation and/or to issue
an alarm. Otherwise, the method returns to step 503.
[0048] As an alternative to processing the pressure sig-
nals in step 502 so that they have a zero mean, step 505
may include an initial sub-step that adjusts the signal
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values of the signal vectors xk to a zero mean before they
are processed by the source separation algorithm. This
sub-step may involve computing a mean value for the
respective signal vector xk and subtracting this mean val-
ue from the signal values in the signal vector xk. Alterna-
tively, a single mean value may be computed for all signal
vectors xk or for the pressure values within the time win-
dow, and subtracted.
[0049] Fig. 6 shows an embodiment of the device 7
that implements the method of Fig. 5. The device 7 con-
tains an input interface 20 for connection to the pressure
sensors 6a, 6b. An extraction module 40 is connected to
the input interface 20 to receive the pressure signals (step
501). The extraction module 40 is further configured to
pre-process the pressure signals (step 502), extract pres-
sure values from the pressure signals (step 503) and
populate the signal vectors xk based on the extracted
pressure values, one signal vector for each pressure sig-
nal (step 504). A source separation module 41 is config-
ured to process the signal vectors xk by the source sep-
aration algorithm, resulting in the eigenvector(s) υl and/or
the eigenvalue(s) λl associated with the signal vectors xk
(step 505). A detection module 42 is configured to com-
pute and evaluate the monitoring parameter (step 506),
and to output a fault signal S if a disruption is detected
when evaluating the monitoring parameter (step 507).
[0050] Below follows more detailed examples on the
use of PCA and ICA as the source separation algorithm
in the embodiments of Figs 5-6. PCA is a statistical pro-
cedure that uses a transformation to convert a set of ob-
servations of correlated variables into a set of values of
linearly uncorrelated variables called "principal compo-
nents". The number of principal components is less than
or equal to the number of original variables. The trans-
formation is defined in such a way that the first principal
component has the largest possible variance, i.e. ac-
counts for as much of the variability in the data as pos-
sible, and each succeeding component in turn has the
highest variance possible under the constraint that it is
orthogonal to (i.e., uncorrelated with) the preceding com-
ponents. Thus, PCA results in a number of principal com-
ponents for the set of observations, and may also result
in a variance for each principal component. Theoretically,
PCA involves applying an orthogonal linear transforma-
tion to a set of signal vectors which are at least partially
correlated to generate a set of transformed signal vectors
that are uncorrelated. It can be shown that finding the
transformed signal vectors is equivalent to finding the
eigenvectors of the covariance matrix for the set of signal
vectors. It should be noted that ICA is similar to PCA and
also involves finding the eigenvectors of the covariance
matrix for the set of signal vectors, with the further con-
straint that the eigenvectors should not only be uncorre-
lated but also independent.
[0051] To further exemplify PCA/ICA, consider having
n signal vectors xk, each containing m signal values: 

[0052] The covariance matrix may be estimated for the
signal vectors xk by forming a data matrix X, in which the
signal vectors are arranged as rows 

 and by evaluating the matrix operation XT·X, where su-
perscript T indicates a transpose. The estimated covar-
iance matrix C is given by f(XT·X), where f is any suitable
linear function. For example, the function f may be de-
signed to normalize XT·X in proportion to the number of
signal vectors, e.g. through a division by n or n-1. The
data matrix X has size n x m (number of rows times
number of columns), and the estimated covariance ma-
trix C contains m x m estimated covariance values. It can
be noted that XT·X corresponds to the element-wise sum
of the auto-correlations for the respective signal vector

xk, given by  This type of estimated co-
variance matrix C enables computation of a maximum of
n eigenvectors (if n < m) or m (if m < n) having a respective
length of m signal values. In an alternative implementa-
tion, the data matrix X is formed by arranging the signal
vectors xk as columns: X= [x1 x2 .. xn], where X has size
m x n. The estimated covariance matrix C may still be
given by f(XT·X) and has size n x n. This type of estimated
covariance matrix C enables computation of a maximum
of n (if n < m) or m (if m < n) eigenvectors having a re-
spective length of n signal values. It should be noted that
while the foregoing techniques of defining the estimated
covariance matrix C are believed to be straightforward
and sufficiently accurate, there are more advanced tech-
niques that may be employed, including regularized or
shrinkage estimators.
[0053] Source separation by PCA/ICA involves com-
puting a set of eigenvectors and eigenvalues for the es-
timated covariance matrix C. The eigenvectors and ei-
genvalues may be computed using any known technique,
e.g. by determining the matrix V of eigenvectors which
diagonalizes the estimated covariance matrix C : V-1·C·V
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= D, where D is the diagonal matrix of eigenvalues for
the estimated covariance matrix C. The column vectors
of the matrix V represent the eigenvectors of the estimat-
ed covariance matrix C. The eigenvalues and eigenvec-
tors are ordered and paired, i.e. the jth eigenvalue in D
corresponds to the jth eigenvector in V. In another ex-
ample, which obviates the need to explicitly calculate the
estimated covariance matrix C, the eigenvectors and ei-
genvalues are computed by the singular value decom-
position (SVD) of X, as is well-known in the art.
[0054] Figs 7-8 are signal plots that illustrate the effec-
tiveness of the technique described in the foregoing. The
signal plots represent a respective time window in a ve-
nous pressure signal (Fig. 7(a)) and an arterial pressure
signal (Fig. 7(b)), which are acquired when the fluid con-
nection is intact (cf. Fig. 1). Each pressure signal includes
both pump pulses and heart pulses, but the heart pulses
are difficult to identify since the pump pulses dominate
the pressure signals. Although not shown, it is to be un-
derstood that the pressure signal may include further pa-
tient pulses, e.g. from the breathing system, and/or fur-
ther interference pulses, e.g. from valves or other pumps
in the EC circuit 1. The signal plots in Figs 7(c)-(d) show
the independent components IC1, IC2 generated by ICA
for the pressure signal in Figs 7(a)-(b). The independent
components IC1, IC2 correspond to two eigenvectors υ1,
υ2 obtained by operating an ICA algorithm on signal vec-
tors x1, x2 populated by the pressure values in Fig. 7(a)
and Fig. 7(b), respectively. Figs 8(a)-(b) show the venous
and arterial pressure signals, respectively, when the ve-
nous access device 2" has been detached from the vas-
cular access 3. Figs 8(c)-(d) show the independent com-
ponents IC1, IC2 generated by ICA for the pressure sig-
nals in Figs 8(a)-(b).
[0055] It is seen that the components (eigenvectors)
IC1, IC2 change significantly when the venous access
device 2" is detached from the vascular access 3. Clear-
ly, it is possible to detect a disruption based on the ei-
genvectors calculated by ICA. It may also be noted that,
for an intact fluid connection, one component mainly rep-
resents the pump pulses (IC1 in Fig. 7(c)) and the other
mainly represents the heart pulses (IC2 in Fig. 7(d)). After
a disruption of the fluid connection, the components rath-
er represent the pump pulses in the respective pressure
signal (compare Fig. 8(a) to Fig. 8(c), and Fig. 8(b) to
Fig. 8(d)). Although not illustrated, it may also possible
to detect a disruption based on the eigenvalues that are
associated with the eigenvectors. Examples of monitor-
ing parameters, computed as a function of the eigenvec-
tors/eigenvalues, are given further below with reference
to another embodiment presented in Figs 9-13. These
monitoring parameters are also applicable to the embod-
iment presented above in relation to Figs 5-8.
[0056] For increased certainty of detection, it may be
desirable to increase the number of eigenvectors and/or
eigenvalues produced by the source separation algo-
rithm. This may be achieved by acquiring and processing

a larger number pressure signals, i.e. a larger number of
signal vectors. For example, it is not uncommon for a
blood treatment apparatus to include a pressure sensor
between the blood pump 4 and the blood processing unit
5, as well as a pressure sensor in a circuit (not shown)
for pumping a treatment fluid (e.g. a dialysis fluid) through
the blood processing unit 5 (Fig. 1). However, there are
blood treatment apparatuses that have only a few pres-
sure sensors, or even only one pressure sensor. It would
be desirable to increase the number of eigenvectors/ei-
genvalues beyond the number of pressure sensors. It
would also be desirable to increase the specificity of the
detection, i.e. to be able to discriminate between a dis-
ruption on the venous side and a disruption on the arterial
side, which may be difficult to achieve with the above-
described detection technique.
[0057] It has surprisingly been found that an increase
in the number of eigenvectors/eigenvalues may be
achieved by populating the signal vectors by time-shifted
signal segments in one at the same pressure signal. This
concept is illustrated in Fig. 9, in which a number of n
signal vectors, each designated by xk, k = 1,...,n, are
populated to correspond to a predefined set of n time-
shifted and mutually overlapping signal segments within
a time window ΔPt in a pressure signal P. These signal
vectors xk are correlated, since the same pressure pulses
show up in all or at least part of the segments, depending
on the length of the segments. Preferably, each segment
has a sufficient length to contain a plurality of pump puls-
es, when present in the pressure signal. When such a
set of signal vectors is processed by source separation,
it may be possible to compute n different eigenvectors,
if desired. Each eigenvector will be dominated by a fre-
quency that represents one of the available sources, e.g.
the pump, the heart or the breathing system. This concept
may also increase the specificity of the disruption detec-
tion, since the resulting eigenvectors/eigenvalues will
represent the pulsations in the pressure signal. Changes
in the pressure signal will affect and be detectable by the
eigenvectors/eigenvalues. It is currently believed that the
concept of using time-shifted segments is best suited
when the patient pulses that are observed for detection
of the disruption occur periodically in the pressure signal.
[0058] Fig. 10(a) illustrates an embodiment based on
this concept. The monitoring device 7 in Fig. 10(a) in-
cludes the same modules 40-42 as the device in Fig. 6,
but the extraction module 40 is configured to populate
the set of signal vectors by extracted pressure values
from a single pressure signal, in this example the venous
pressure signal from sensor 6b. The source separation
module 41 and the detection module 42 may be identical
to the modules 41, 42 in Fig. 6, although variants will be
presented further below. In the example of Fig. 10(a), the
device 7 includes a dedicated filtering module 40’, which
is arranged to receive the pressure signal from the input
interface 20 and is operable to filter the pressure signal
P for suppression of the pump pulses, preferably such
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that the pump pulses are smaller in magnitude (ampli-
tude) than the heart pulses. The filtering module 40’ need
not be a separate module, as shown, but may be inte-
grated as part of the extraction module 40. The pre-fil-
tering ensures that the most significant eigenvector(s)
produced by module 41 originate from the heart, which
may facilitate the disruption detection by module 42.
[0059] The device in Fig. 10(a) may implement the
monitoring method shown in Fig. 5. Compared to the de-
scription of Fig. 5 given above with reference to Fig. 1,
steps 501, 503 and 505 are identical, whereas step 502
additionally includes the pre-filtering by module 40’. Any
known filtering technique may be used, e.g. any one of
the techniques disclosed in WO97/10013,
US2005/0010118, WO2009/156175, WO2010/149726,
WO2010/149726, WO2013/000777, WO2014/009111,
and WO2015/032948. The requirements on module 40’
are relatively modest, since its purpose is merely to sup-
press the pump pulses. In each repetition, step 503 se-
lects a time window ΔPt in the pressure signal P (Fig. 9).
Step 504 populates the signal vectors xk such that each
signal vector corresponds to a respective signal segment
within the time window ΔPt (Fig. 9). In all examples given
herein, it is assumed that the signal vectors are populated
by the respective signal segment, i.e. the values xk(i) of
the respective signal vector xk are directly given by the
pressure values in the signal segment. However, other
alternatives are conceivable. For example, each signal
value xk(i) may be given by grouping and combining pres-
sure values in the signal segment, e.g. as a sum, a prod-
uct or an average of a number of consecutive pressure
values. In the following examples, each signal vector xk
corresponds to a signal segment of 12 seconds in the
pressure signal, and thus m = 120 (for a sampling rate
of 10 Hz), and consecutive signal segments are dis-
placed by one data sample within the time window ΔPt.
Thus, the number of signal vectors xk is 81 (= n), and
each signal vector xk is given by: 

where P(k) denotes the pressure value at position k within
the time window.
[0060] Step 505 computes the eigenvectors and/or the
eigenvalues for the estimated covariance matrix C, which
may be given by f(XT·X) as described above. It should
be noted that step 505 need not compute all possible
eigenvectors/eigenvalues for the estimated covariance
matrix C. The number of eigenvectors to be computed
may be predefined, e.g. given by previous testing and/or

simulation. The computed eigenvalues may optionally be
normalized by any suitable value, e.g. given by the total
sum of eigenvalues. In the following, the non-normalized
eigenvalues are denoted "absolute eigenvalues", and the
eigenvalues normalized by the total sum are denoted "rel-
ative eigenvalues". Depending on monitoring parameter,
step 505 may compute only eigenvectors, only eigenval-
ues, or both eigenvectors and eigenvalues.
[0061] As an example, Fig. 11(a) illustrates a portion
of the venous pressure signal P and the six most signif-
icant eigenvectors υ1,..., υ6 computed by PCA for 81
overlapping segments in the signal P while the fluid con-
nection is intact, i.e. when both access devices 2’, 2" are
located in the vascular access 3. As seen, the heart puls-
es are barely visible in the pressure signal P. The eigen-
vectors are ordered by magnitude of the associated ei-
genvalue. The eigenvalue indicates the energy content
in the respective eigenvector, and the ordering of the
eigenvectors by eigenvalue therefore represents their
relative importance for the appearance of the pressure
signal within the time window. In the illustrated example,
eigenvectors υ1, υ2 represent the heart, eigenvectors υ3,
υ4 represent the breathing system, and eigenvectors υ5,
υ6 represent the blood pump 4. By the pre-filtering in step
502 (module 40’), it is ensured that the eigenvectors with
the largest eigenvalues represent patient pulses, provid-
ed that the pressure signal has a zero mean. If PCA
processing is performed on an estimated correlation ma-
trix C obtained from signal vectors xk with non-zero mean,
the mean is likely to be reflected in the most significant
eigenvector(s).
[0062] For comparison, Fig. 11(b) illustrates the ve-
nous pressure signal P and the six most significant ei-
genvectors υ1,..., υ6 computed by PCA when the venous
access device 2" is disconnected from the vascular ac-
cess 3. As seen, all eigenvectors represent the pump.
[0063] Reverting to Fig. 5, the detection step 506 com-
putes the monitoring parameter to reflect the difference
between Fig. 11(a) and Fig. 11(b). It is important to un-
derstand that the correspondence between an eigenvec-
tor/eigenvalue and a specific source is not known to step
506, which merely receives a set of eigenvectors and/or
eigenvalues from step 505.
[0064] Figs 12(a)-(f) are plots of various parameters
representing the eigenvalues that have been computed
for the venous pressure signal in Fig. 9, before (open
circles) and after (stars) a venous-side disruption of the
fluid connection. In all plots, parameter values are ar-
ranged with decreasing eigenvalues along the abscissa.
Thus, "parameter number" denotes a sequence number
or order number when the parameter values are ordered
by decreasing magnitude. Fig. 12(a) is a plot of absolute
eigenvalues. The eigenvalues are "absolute" in the sense
that they are not normalized after being computed by
PCA. Fig. 12(b) is a plot of relative eigenvalues, which
are "relative" in the sense that they are normalized such
that the sum of all relative eigenvalues is 1. Fig. 12(c) is
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a plot of absolute difference values given by a difference
between the respective absolute eigenvalue and the first
(largest) absolute eigenvalue, for parameter numbers
2-9 in Fig. 12(a). Fig. 12(d) is a plot of relative difference
values given by the difference between the respective
relative eigenvalue and the first (largest) relative eigen-
value, for parameter numbers 2-9 in Fig. 12(b). Fig. 12(e)
is a plot of a cumulative sum of the absolute eigenvalues
in Fig. 12(a), and Fig 12(f) is a plot of a cumulative sum
of the relative eigenvalues in Fig. 12(b). The cumulative
sum for parameter number m equals the sum of all pa-
rameter values with parameter numbers 1-m when the
parameter values are ordered by decreasing magnitude.
[0065] Some grounds for monitoring parameters may
be identified based on Figs 12(a)-(f). As seen, a disrup-
tion results in a change in the distribution of absolute and
relative eigenvalues when ordered by magnitude. In the
illustrated example, the largest absolute eigenvalues de-
crease in magnitude, whereas the largest relative eigen-
values increase in magnitude for some parameter num-
bers and decrease in magnitude for other parameter
numbers. The absolute difference values decrease (for
most parameter numbers) and the relative difference val-
ues increase after a disruption. The cumulative sum of
absolute eigenvalues decrease. The cumulative sum of
relative eigenvalues increases provided that it represents
no more than the largest two quartiles of the relative ei-
genvalues. Figs 12(a)-(f) are merely given as examples
and other changes are conceivable depending on imple-
mentation. However, Figs 12(a)-12(f) indicate that the
monitoring parameter may be computed based on abso-
lute or relative eigenvalues to represent the magnitude
of at least a subset of the eigenvalues (e.g. a cumulative
sum), a difference between pairs of eigenvalues for at
least a subset of the eigenvalues, or a distribution of at
least a subset of the eigenvalues, or any combination
thereof.
[0066] Fig. 13(a) shows an implementation example
of step 506 in Fig. 5 when the monitoring parameter is
computed to represent the eigenvalues. In step 700, the
eigenvalues computed by step 505 are ordered by mag-
nitude, in a sequence, such that each eigenvalue has an
order number in the sequence. Step 701 applies a pre-
defined rule to select a subset of the ordered eigenvalues
based on their order number. Step 702 computes the
monitoring parameter based on the subset of eigenval-
ues. In step 703, the monitoring parameter is evaluated
for detection of a disruption of the fluid connection. In one
example, the monitoring parameter is given by the mag-
nitude of a single eigenvalue. In another example, the
monitoring parameter is given by a magnitude of a plu-
rality of eigenvalues, e.g. calculated as a sum, an aver-
age, a median, etc. In another example, the monitoring
parameter is given by a single or accumulated difference
between one or more pairs of eigenvalues. In another
example, the monitoring parameter is given by the dis-
tribution of the selected eigenvalues when sorted by
magnitude.

[0067] As used herein, "order by magnitude" does not
imply that all of the computed eigenvalues need to be
ordered in a sequence, but only that a sufficient sorting
is made among the computed eigenvalues to allow the
subset to be selected.
[0068] It is to be noted that step 700 and/or step 701
may be omitted. For example, step 702 may compute
the monitoring parameter as the magnitude of all abso-
lute eigenvalues (i.e., steps 700 and 701 are omitted). In
another example, step 702 may compute the monitoring
parameter to represent the distribution of all eigenvalues
when sorted by magnitude (i.e., step 701 is omitted). It
is also to be understood that more than one of the above-
mentioned monitoring parameters may be computed by
step 702 and evaluated by step 703.
[0069] Additionally or alternatively, the monitoring pa-
rameter may be computed to represent the eigenvectors.
Fig. 13(b) shows such an implementation example for
step 506 in Fig. 5. Step 700’ orders the eigenvectors in
a sequence by the magnitude of the associated eigen-
values. Step 701’ selects one or more eigenvectors by
the order number of the associated eigenvector. Step
702’ computes the monitoring parameter based on the
selected eigenvector(s). In step 703, the monitoring pa-
rameter is evaluated for detection of a disruption of the
fluid connection. In one example, the monitoring param-
eter represents the shape of the respective selected ei-
genvector. The shape may e.g. be given by computing
the statistical variability of the eigenvector, e.g. given as
skewness or kurtosis. In another example, the monitoring
parameter is given by the dominant frequency of the se-
lected eigenvector(s). As understood from Figs 11(a)-(b),
a disruption changes the origin of the most significant
eigenvector(s). A sudden change in frequency of these
eigenvector(s) may thus indicate a disruption. Alterna-
tively, a disruption may be identified by comparing the
frequency of the selected eigenvector(s) with the fre-
quency of the blood pump 4, if known or estimated. The
frequency of the blood pump 4 may be given by a refer-
ence signal which is received by the device 7, via the
input interface 20. The reference signal may indicate any
one of the frequencies 0.5f0, f0, etc. A disruption causes
the frequency of the selected eigenvector(s) to have a
known relation to the frequency indicated by the refer-
ence signal. The reference signal may be obtained from
a tachometer associated with the pump 4 to measure the
rotation speed of an element (e.g. the rotor 12) in the
power transmission of the pump 4. Alternatively, the ref-
erence signal may be a control signal for the pump 4, or
a pressure signal generated by a pressure sensor in the
EC circuit 1, e.g. the arterial pressure signal. It is also
conceivable to use the venous pressure signal, suitably
before it is pre-filtered by module 40’, provided that the
current operating frequency of the pump can be reason-
ably well approximated from the pulsations in the venous
pressure signal.
[0070] There are other ways of using the arterial pres-
sure signal. As a basis for the following discussion, Fig.
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11(c) illustrates an arterial pressure signal P and the six
most significant eigenvectors υ1,..., υ6 computed by PCA
when the fluid connection is intact, and these eigenvec-
tors υ1,..., υ6 and the associated eigenvalues are essen-
tially unaffected by a disruption on the venous side of the
fluid connection. Fig. 10(b) illustrates an embodiment of
the device 7 which includes, in addition to the modules
40’, 40 and 41 for processing the venous pressure signal,
corresponding modules 140’, 140, 141 for processing the
arterial pressure signal. The source separation modules
41, 141 generate eigenvectors and associated eigenval-
ues for the respective pressure signal. In one implemen-
tation, the detection module 42 selects, based on the
eigenvalues, one or more of the most significant eigen-
vectors for the venous pressure signal (denoted "venous
eigenvectors") and one or more corresponding eigenvec-
tors for the arterial pressure signal (denoted "arterial ei-
genvectors"). The detection module 42 then cross-cor-
relates the venous and arterial eigenvector(s), deter-
mines the maximum correlation value for each cross-cor-
relation, and computes the monitoring parameter based
on the maximum correlation value(s). The monitoring pa-
rameter reflects the change among the venous eigen-
vectors represented by the transition from Fig. 11(a) to
Fig. 11(b), since the correlation value between venous
and arterial eigenvectors with the same order number is
likely to change (decrease) when the fluid connection is
disrupted. In another implementation, the detection mod-
ule 42 computes the monitoring parameter as a single or
accumulated difference between one or more eigenval-
ues for the venous pressure signal (denoted "venous ei-
genvalues") and one or more corresponding eigenvalues
for the arterial pressure signal (denoted "arterial eigen-
values"). This difference may change when the fluid con-
nection is disrupted.
[0071] It should be noted that the patient pulses need
not dominate the pressure signal for the monitoring tech-
nique to work. When the pump pulses are stronger than
the patient pulses, a number of the most significant ei-
genvectors and the associated eigenvalues will repre-
sent the pump pulses. It may thus be advantageous to
adapt the computation of the monitoring parameter in
step 506 to this situation, e.g. to select the eigenvalues/ei-
genvectors so as to exclude or minimize the impact of
the pump pulses. Likewise, if the pressure signal has a
non-zero mean, the computation of the monitoring pa-
rameter may be adapted to exclude one or more of the
most significant eigenvectors and the associated eigen-
values.
[0072] Reverting to Fig. 5, it should be understood that
the signal vectors in step 504 may be populated to cor-
respond not only to time-shifted signal segments in one
pressure signal but also to correspond to one or more
other signal segments, which may or may not be time-
shifted. These other signal segments are retrieved from
one or more other pressure signals, e.g. the arterial pres-
sure signal.

[0073] In yet another variant, at least a subset of the
signal vectors in step 504 may be populated to corre-
spond a plurality of time-shifted signal segments in an
intermediate signal which is formed, e.g. in step 502, as
a linear combination of pressure values in overlapping
(time-synchronized) signal segments in two or more
pressure signals. The intermediate signal is thus an ar-
tificial pressure signal that comprises a time-sequence
of pressure values and is generated for the purpose of
populating the signal vectors. It can be shown that com-
puting eigenvectors/eigenvalues based on signal vectors
given by time-shifted segments in such an intermediate
signal is mathematically equivalent to computing eigen-
vectors/eigenvalues based on signal vectors given by
time-shifted segments in the pressure signals that are
linearly combined into the intermediate signal. The skilled
person is readily able to modify all of the devices 7 dis-
closed herein to generate and use such an intermediate
signal. Taking the device 7 in Fig. 6 as an example, the
intermediate signal may be generated by the extraction
module 40, or by the source separation module 41 before
or while it populates the signal vectors.
[0074] Irrespective of representation, the monitoring
device 7 may be implemented by special-purpose soft-
ware (or firmware) run on one or more general-purpose
or special-purpose computing devices. In this context, it
is to be understood that an "element" or "means" of such
a computing device refers to a conceptual equivalent of
a method step; there is not always a one-to-one corre-
spondence between elements/means and particular
pieces of hardware or software routines. One piece of
hardware sometimes comprises different means/ele-
ments. For example, a processing unit serves as one
element/means when executing one instruction, but
serves as another element/means when executing an-
other instruction. In addition, one element/means may
be implemented by one instruction in some cases, but
by a plurality of instructions in some other cases. Such
a software controlled computing device may include one
or more processing units (cf. 8 in Fig. 1), e.g. a CPU
("Central Processing Unit"), a DSP ("Digital Signal Proc-
essor"), an ASIC ("Application-Specific Integrated Cir-
cuit"), discrete analog and/or digital components, or
some other programmable logical device, such as an FP-
GA ("Field Programmable Gate Array"). The device 7
may further include a system memory and a system bus
that couples various system components including the
system memory (cf. 9 in Fig. 1) to the processing unit.
The system bus may be any of several types of bus struc-
tures including a memory bus or memory controller, a
peripheral bus, and a local bus using any of a variety of
bus architectures. The system memory may include com-
puter storage media in the form of volatile and/or non-
volatile memory such as read only memory (ROM), ran-
dom access memory (RAM) and flash memory. The spe-
cial-purpose software may be stored in the system mem-
ory, or on other removable/non-removable volatile/non-
volatile computer storage media which is included in or
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accessible to the computing device, such as magnetic
media, optical media, flash memory cards, digital tape,
solid state RAM, solid state ROM, etc. The device 7 may
include one or more communication interfaces, such as
a serial interface, a parallel interface, a USB interface, a
wireless interface, a network adapter, etc, as well as one
or more data acquisition devices, such as an A/D con-
verter. The special-purpose software may be provided
to the device 7 on any suitable computer-readable me-
dium, including a record medium or a read-only memory.
[0075] It is conceivable that some (or all) ele-
ments/means are fully or partially implemented by dedi-
cated hardware, such as an FPGA, an ASIC, or an as-
sembly of discrete electronic components (resistors, ca-
pacitors, operational amplifier, transistors, filters, etc), as
is well-known in the art.
[0076] It should be emphasized that the invention is
not limited to digital signal processing, but could be fully
implemented by a combination of analog devices.
[0077] While the invention has been described in con-
nection with what is presently considered to be the most
practical and preferred embodiments, it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not to be limited to the disclosed
embodiments, but on the contrary, is intended to cover
various modifications and equivalent arrangements in-
cluded within the scope of the appended claims.
[0078] The inventive monitoring technique may be ap-
plied to detect a disruption of a fluid connection between
all types of fluid containing systems, by processing one
or more pressure signals acquired from a set of pressure
sensors in one ("the first") of the fluid containing systems
and aiming at detecting, in the presence of pulsations
("first pulses") from a pulse generator in or associated
with the first fluid containing system, a disappearance/de-
crease of pulsations ("second pulses") originating from
a pulse generator in or associated with the other ("the
second") fluid containing system. In this context, "asso-
ciated with" implies that the pulse generator need not be
included in the fluid containing system but is capable of
generating pressure waves that propagate in the fluid
containing system to the pressure sensor(s).
[0079] For example, the first fluid containing system
may be any type of EC circuit in which blood is taken
from the systemic blood circuit of the patient to have a
process applied to it before it is returned to the patient.
Such EC circuits include circuits for hemodialysis, hemo-
filtration, hemodiafiltration, plasmapheresis, apheresis,
extracorporeal membrane oxygenation, assisted blood
circulation, and extracorporeal liver support/dialysis.
Other types of EC circuits that may form the first fluid
containing system include circuits for blood transfusion,
as well as heart-lung-machines.
[0080] The inventive technique is also applicable for
detection of a disruption of a fluid connection between
the cardiovascular system of a human or animal subject
and fluid systems that contain other liquids than blood,
including systems for intravenous therapy, infusion
pumps, automated peritoneal dialysis (APD) systems,

etc. Examples of such liquids include medical solutions,
dialysis fluids, infusion liquids, water, etc.
[0081] It should be emphasized that the fluid connec-
tion need not be established with respect to a human or
animal subject. For example, the fluid connection may
be defined between a regeneration system for dialysis
fluid and a supply of dialysis fluid, where the regeneration
system circulates dialysis fluid from the supply through
a regeneration device and back to the supply. In another
example, the fluid connection is defined between a sup-
ply of priming fluid and an EC circuit. In a further example,
the fluid connection is defined between a water purifica-
tion system and a water supply.
[0082] The first pulse generator may be any type of
pumping device, not only rotary peristaltic pumps as dis-
closed above but also other types of positive displace-
ment pumps, such as linear peristaltic pumps, diaphragm
pumps, as well as centrifugal pumps. Further, the pulse
generator may be one or more valves or flow restrictors
that are installed in or associated with the first fluid con-
taining system. The valves and flow restrictors may be
operable to intermittently stop a flow of fluid, change a
flow rate of fluid, or change a fluid flow path. The valves
and flow restrictors may also be included in a system for
degassing of a fluid or a system for changing the static
pressure of a fluid. In another example, the pulse gener-
ator is a balancing chamber as used in certain types of
dialysis systems.
[0083] Similarly, the second pulse generator may be
any type of pulse generator, be it human or mechanic.

Claims

1. A monitoring device for detecting a disruption of a
fluid connection between a first fluid containing sys-
tem (1) comprising a first pulse generator (4) and a
second fluid containing system comprising a second
pulse generator (PH), said monitoring device com-
prising:

an input (20) for receiving at least one pressure
signal (P) from a set of pressure sensors (6a,
6b) arranged in the first fluid containing system
(1) to detect first pulses originating from the first
pulse generator (4) and second pulses originat-
ing from the second pulse generator (PH); and
a signal processor (8) connected to the input
(20), characterized in that the signal processor
(8) is configured to:

populate a plurality of signal vectors (xk) of
identical length such that each of the signal
vectors (xk) corresponds to a respective sig-
nal segment of signal values in the at least
one pressure signal (P);
process the signal vectors (xk) by a source
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separation algorithm so as to compute one
or more eigenvectors and/or one or more
eigenvalues associated with the signal vec-
tors (xk); and
detect the disruption based on a monitoring
parameter, which is computed as a function
of the one or more eigenvectors and/or the
one or more eigenvalues to be responsive
to the second pulses in the at least one pres-
sure signal (P).

2. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the signal
processor (8) is configured, when processing the sig-
nal vectors (xk) by the source separation algorithm,
to compute the one or more eigenvectors and/or the
one or more eigenvalues for an estimated covari-
ance matrix (C) comprising estimated covariance
values for the signal vectors (xk).

3. The monitoring device of claim 2, wherein the esti-
mated covariance matrix (C) is given by f(XTX),
wherein X is a matrix with the signal vectors arranged
as rows or columns, XT is a transpose of the matrix
X, and f is a linear function.

4. The monitoring device of claim 2 or 3, wherein the
signal processor (8) is further configured, when
processing the signal vectors (xk), to: compute the
estimated covariance values, populate the estimat-
ed covariance matrix (C) by the estimated covari-
ance values, and process the estimated covariance
matrix (C) for computation of the one or more eigen-
vectors and/or the one or more eigenvalues.

5. The monitoring device of any preceding claim,
wherein the source separation algorithm comprises
one of Principal Component Analysis, PCA, and In-
dependent Component Analysis, ICA.

6. The monitoring device of any preceding claim,
wherein the signal processor (8) is configured to pop-
ulate the signal vectors (xk) such that at least a sub-
set of the signal vectors (xk) correspond to mutually
time-shifted, and optionally partly overlapping, signal
segments in a dedicated pressure signal (P) included
among the at least one pressure signal, or in an in-
termediate signal generated based on the at least
one pressure signal (P).

7. The monitoring device of any preceding claim,
wherein the at least one pressure signal (P) com-
prises a plurality of pressure signals from a plurality
of pressure sensors (6a, 6b), and wherein the signal
processor (8) is configured to populate the signal
vectors (xk) such that each signal vector (xk) corre-
sponds to a respective signal segment in a respec-

tive one of the pressure signals.

8. The monitoring device of any preceding claim,
wherein the signal processor (8) is further config-
ured, when detecting the disruption, to: identify a
change to the monitoring parameter over time or by
comparing the monitoring parameter to a threshold
value.

9. The monitoring device of any preceding claim,
wherein the signal processor (8) is configured, when
processing the signal vectors (xk), to compute a plu-
rality of eigenvalues, wherein the signal processor
(8) is configured to compute the monitoring param-
eter to represent one of: a magnitude of at least a
subset of the plurality of eigenvalues, a difference
between pairs of eigenvalues for at least a subset of
the plurality of eigenvalues when ordered by magni-
tude, and a distribution of at least a subset of the
plurality of eigenvalues when ordered by magnitude.

10. The monitoring device of any preceding claim,
wherein the signal processor (8) is configured, when
processing the signal vectors (xk), to compute a plu-
rality of eigenvalues and, optionally, a plurality of ei-
genvectors, wherein the signal processor (8) is fur-
ther configured, when computing the monitoring pa-
rameter, to order the eigenvectors and/or the eigen-
values by order of magnitude of the eigenvalues.

11. The monitoring device of claim 10, wherein the signal
processor (8) is configured to compute the monitor-
ing parameter based on at least one selected eigen-
vector among the plurality of eigenvectors and/or at
least one selected eigenvalue among the plurality of
eigenvalues, wherein the signal processor (8) is con-
figured to derive each selected eigenvalue by select-
ing an eigenvalue having a predefined order number
among the plurality of eigenvalues when ordered by
magnitude, and/or to derive each selected eigenvec-
tor by selecting an eigenvector having a predefined
order number among the plurality of eigenvectors
when ordered by magnitude of their associated ei-
genvalues.

12. The monitoring device of claim 11, wherein the signal
processor (8) is configured to compute the monitor-
ing parameter to represent a magnitude of the at
least one selected eigenvalue and/or one of: a fre-
quency of the at least one selected eigenvector, and
a shape of the at least one selected eigenvector.

13. The monitoring device of any preceding claim,
wherein the signal processor (8) is configured to re-
ceive, via the input (20), a reference pressure signal
from a reference pressure sensor (6a) in the set of
pressure sensors in the first fluid containing system
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(1), the reference pressure sensor (6a) being ar-
ranged to detect the second pulses irrespective of
the disruption of the fluid connection, wherein the
signal processor (8) is configured to:

populate a plurality of reference signal vectors
of identical length such that each of the refer-
ence signal vectors corresponds to a respective
signal segment of signal values in the reference
pressure signal, and
process the reference signal vectors by the
source separation algorithm so as to compute
at least one of: one or more reference eigenvec-
tors and one or more reference eigenvalues as-
sociated with the reference signal vectors,
wherein the signal processor (8) is configured,
when detecting the disruption, to compare the
one or more eigenvectors to the one or more
reference eigenvectors and/or compare the one
or more eigenvalues to the one or more refer-
ence eigenvalues.

14. The monitoring device of any preceding claim,
wherein the signal processor (8) is further config-
ured, before populating the plurality of signal vectors
(xk), to filter the at least one pressure signal (P) so
as to decrease a magnitude of the first pulses below
a magnitude of the second pulses.

15. The monitoring device of any preceding claim,
wherein the signal processor (8) is further config-
ured, before processing the signal vectors (xk), to
process the at least one pressure signal (P) and/or
the signal vectors (xk) to yield an average of zero for
signal vector values in the respective signal vector
(xk).

Patentansprüche

1. Überwachungseinrichtung zum Detektieren einer
Störung einer Fluidverbindung zwischen einem ers-
ten fluidenthaltenden System (1), das einen ersten
Impulsgeber (4) umfasst, und einem zweiten fluid-
enthaltenden System, das einen zweiten Impulsge-
ber (PH) umfasst, wobei die Überwachungseinrich-
tung Folgendes umfasst:

einen Eingang (20), um von einem Satz von
Drucksensoren (6a, 6b), die im ersten fluident-
haltenden System (1) angeordnet sind, mindes-
tens ein Drucksignal (P) zu empfangen, um ers-
te Impulse, die vom ersten Impulsgeber (4) aus-
gehen, und zweite Impulse, die vom zweiten Im-
pulsgeber (PH) ausgehen, zu detektieren; und
einen Signalprozessor (8), der mit dem Eingang
(20) verbunden ist, wobei der Signalprozessor

(8) gekennzeichnet ist durch
Belegen mehrerer Signalvektoren (xk) gleicher
Länge, derart, dass jeder Signalvektor (xk) ei-
nem entsprechenden Signalsegment von Sig-
nalwerten im mindestens einen Drucksignal (P)
entspricht;
Verarbeiten der Signalvektoren (xk) durch einen
Quellentrennungsalgorithmus, um einen oder
mehrere Eigenvektoren und/oder einen oder
mehrere Eigenwerte, die den Signalvektoren
(xk) zugeordnet sind, zu berechnen; und
Detektieren der Störung auf der Grundlage ei-
nes Überwachungsparameters, der als eine
Funktion des einen oder der mehreren Eigen-
vektoren und/oder des einen oder der mehreren
Eigenwerte derart berechnet wird, dass er auf
die zweiten Impulse im mindestens einen Druck-
signal (P) anspricht.

2. Überwachungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Signalprozessor (8) konfiguriert ist, dann, wenn
die Signalvektoren (xk) durch den Quellentren-
nungsalgorithmus verarbeitet werden, den einen
oder die mehreren Eigenvektoren und/oder den ei-
nen oder die mehreren Eigenwerte für eine ge-
schätzte Kovarianzmatrix (C), die geschätzte Kova-
rianzwerte für die Signalvektoren (xk) umfasst, zu
berechnen.

3. Überwachungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei
die geschätzte Kovarianzmatrix (C) durch f(XTX) ge-
geben ist, X eine Matrix mit den Signalvektoren, die
als Zeilen oder Spalten angeordnet sind, ist, XT eine
Transponierte der Matrix X ist und f eine lineare
Funktion ist.

4. Überwachungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 2 oder 3,
wobei der Signalprozessor (8) ferner konfiguriert ist,
dann, wenn die Signalvektoren (xk) verarbeitet wer-
den, die geschätzten Kovarianzwerte zu berechnen,
die geschätzte Kovarianzmatrix (C) durch die ge-
schätzten Kovarianzwerte zu belegen und die ge-
schätzte Kovarianzmatrix (C) zur Berechnung des
einen oder der mehreren Eigenvektoren und/oder
des einen oder der mehreren Eigenwerte zu verar-
beiten.

5. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem vorherge-
henden Anspruch, wobei der Quellentrennungsal-
gorithmus eine Hauptkomponentenanalyse, PCA,
oder eine Analyse unabhängiger Komponenten,
ICA, umfasst.

6. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem vorherge-
henden Anspruch, wobei der Signalprozessor (8)
konfiguriert ist, die Signalvektoren (xk) derart zu be-
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legen, dass mindestens eine Untermenge der Sig-
nalvektoren (xk) zueinander zeitlich verschobener
und wahlweise teilweise überlappender Signalseg-
mente in einem fest zugeordneten Drucksignal (P),
das im mindestens einen Drucksignal oder in einem
Zwischensignal, das auf der Grundlage des mindes-
tens einen Drucksignals (P) erzeugt wurde, enthal-
ten ist, entspricht.

7. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem vorherge-
henden Anspruch, wobei das mindestens eine
Drucksignal (P) mehrere Drucksignale von mehre-
ren Drucksensoren (6a, 6b) umfasst und der Signal-
prozessor (8) konfiguriert ist, die Signalvektoren (xk)
derart zu belegen, dass jeder Signalvektor (xk) ei-
nem entsprechenden Signalsegment in einem ent-
sprechenden Drucksignal entspricht.

8. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem vorherge-
henden Anspruch, wobei der Signalprozessor (8)
ferner konfiguriert ist, dann, wenn er die Störung de-
tektiert, eine Änderung des Überwachungsparame-
ters im Zeitablauf oder durch Vergleichen des Über-
wachungsparameters zu einem Schwellenwert zu
identifizieren.

9. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem vorherge-
henden Anspruch, wobei der Signalprozessor (8)
konfiguriert ist, dann, wenn die Signalvektoren (xk)
verarbeitet werden, mehrere Eigenwerte zu berech-
nen, und der Signalprozessor (8) konfiguriert ist, den
Überwachungsparameter derart zu berechnen,
dass er Folgendes repräsentiert: einen Betrag min-
destens einer Untermenge der mehreren Eigenwer-
te oder eine Differenz zwischen Paaren von Eigen-
werten für mindestens eine Untermenge der mehre-
ren Eigenwerte, wenn sie nach dem Betrag geordnet
sind, oder eine Verteilung mindestens einer Unter-
menge der mehreren Eigenwerte, wenn sie nach
dem Betrag geordnet sind.

10. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem vorherge-
henden Anspruch, wobei der Signalprozessor (8)
konfiguriert ist, dann, wenn die Signalvektoren (xk)
verarbeitet werden, mehrere Eigenwerte und wahl-
weise mehrere Eigenvektoren zu berechnen, und
der Signalprozessor (8) ferner konfiguriert ist, dann,
wenn der Überwachungsparameter berechnet wird,
die Eigenvektoren und/oder die Eigenwerte in der
Reihenfolge des Betrags der Eigenwerte zu ordnen.

11. Überwachungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 10, wobei
der Signalprozessor (8) konfiguriert ist, den Überwa-
chungsparameter auf der Grundlage mindestens ei-
nes gewählten Eigenvektors unter den mehreren Ei-
genvektoren und/oder mindestens eines gewählten
Eigenwerts unter den mehreren Eigenwerten zu be-

rechnen, und der Signalprozessor (8) konfiguriert ist,
jeden gewählten Eigenwert durch Wählen eines Ei-
genwerts, der eine vorgegebene Reihenfolgennum-
mer besitzt, unter den mehreren Eigenwerten, wenn
sie nach dem Betrag geordnet sind, herzuleiten
und/oder jeden gewählten Eigenwert durch Wählen
eines Eigenvektors, der eine vorgegebene Reihen-
folgennummer besitzt, unter den mehreren Eigen-
vektoren, wenn sie nach dem Betrag ihrer zugeord-
neten Eigenwerte geordnet sind, herzuleiten.

12. Überwachungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 11, wobei
der Signalprozessor (8) konfiguriert ist, den Überwa-
chungsparameter derart zu berechnen, dass er ei-
nen Betrag des mindestens einen gewählten Eigen-
werts und/oder eines der folgenden Elemente reprä-
sentiert: eine Frequenz des mindestens einen ge-
wählten Eigenvektors und eine Form des mindes-
tens einen gewählten Eigenvektors.

13. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem vorherge-
henden Anspruch, wobei der Signalprozessor (8)
konfiguriert ist, mittels der Eingabe (20) ein Bezugs-
drucksignal von einem Bezugsdrucksensor (6a) im
Satz von Drucksensoren im ersten fluidenthaltenden
System (1) zu empfangen, wobei der Bezugsdruck-
sensor (6a) derart angeordnet ist, dass er die zwei-
ten Impulse ungeachtet der Störung der Fluidverbin-
dung detektiert, wobei der Signalprozessor (8) kon-
figuriert ist zum
Belegen mehrerer Bezugssignalvektoren identi-
scher Länge derart, dass jeder Bezugssignalvektor
einem entsprechenden Signalsegment von Signal-
werten im Bezugsdrucksignal entspricht, und
Verarbeiten der Bezugssignalvektoren durch den
Quellentrennungsalgorithmus, um Folgendes zu be-
rechnen: einen oder mehrere Bezugseigenvektoren
und/oder einen oder mehrere Bezugseigenwerte,
die den Bezugssignalvektoren zugeordnet sind, wo-
bei
der Signalprozessor (8) konfiguriert ist, dann, wenn
die Störung detektiert wird, den einen oder die meh-
reren Eigenvektoren mit dem einen oder den meh-
reren Bezugseigenvektoren zu vergleichen
und/oder den einen oder die mehreren Eigenwerte
mit dem einen oder den mehreren Bezugseigenwer-
ten zu vergleichen.

14. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem vorherge-
henden Anspruch, wobei der Signalprozessor (8)
ferner konfiguriert ist, vor dem Belegen der mehreren
Signalvektoren (xk) das mindestens eine Drucksig-
nal (P) zu filtern, um einen Betrag der ersten Impulse
unter einen Betrag der zweiten Impulse zu verrin-
gern.

15. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem vorherge-
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henden Anspruch, wobei der Signalprozessor (8)
ferner konfiguriert ist, vor dem Verarbeiten der Sig-
nalvektoren (xk) das mindestens eine Drucksignal
(P) und/oder die Signalvektoren (xk) zu verarbeiten,
um einen Durchschnitt von null für Signalvektorwerte
im entsprechenden Signalvektor (xk) zu erhalten.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de surveillance pour détecter une interrup-
tion d’un raccord fluidique entre un premier système
conteneur de fluide (1) comprenant un premier gé-
nérateur d’impulsions (4) et un second système con-
teneur de fluide comprenant un second générateur
d’impulsions (PH), ledit dispositif de surveillance
comprenant :

une entrée (20) pour recevoir au moins un signal
de pression (P) à partir d’un ensemble de cap-
teurs de pression (6a, 6b) agencés dans le pre-
mier système conteneur de fluide (1) pour dé-
tecter des premières impulsions provenant du
premier générateur d’impulsions (4) et des se-
condes impulsions provenant du second géné-
rateur d’impulsions (PH) ; et
un processeur de signal (8) connecté à l’entrée
(20), caractérisé en ce que le processeur de
signal (8) est configuré pour :

peupler une pluralité de vecteurs de signal
(xk) de longueur identique de telle sorte que
chacun des vecteurs de signal (xk) corres-
ponde à un segment de signal respectif de
valeurs de signal dans l’au moins un signal
de pression (P) ;
traiter les vecteurs de signal (xk) par l’inter-
médiaire d’un algorithme de séparation de
source afin de calculer un ou plusieurs vec-
teurs propres et/ou une ou plusieurs valeurs
propres associées aux vecteurs de signal
(xk) ; et
détecter l’interruption sur la base d’un pa-
ramètre de surveillance, qui est calculé en
fonction des un ou plusieurs vecteurs pro-
pres et/ou des une ou plusieurs vecteurs
propres pour être réactif aux secondes im-
pulsions dans l’au moins un signal de pres-
sion (P).

2. Dispositif de surveillance selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel le processeur de signal (8) est configuré,
lors du traitement des vecteurs de signal (xk) par
l’intermédiaire de l’algorithme de séparation de sour-
ce, pour calculer les un ou plusieurs vecteurs pro-
pres et/ou les une ou plusieurs vecteurs propres pour

une matrice de covariance estimée (C) comprenant
des valeurs de covariance estimées pour les vec-
teurs de signal (xk).

3. Dispositif de surveillance selon la revendication 2,
dans lequel la matrice de covariance estimée (C) est
donnée par f(XTX), dans lequel X est une matrice
avec les vecteurs de signal agencés en rangés ou
colonnes, XT est une transposée de la matrice X, et
f est la fonction linéaire.

4. Dispositif de surveillance selon la revendication 2 ou
3, dans lequel le processeur de signal (8) est en outre
configuré, lors du traitement des vecteurs de signal
(xk), pour : calculer les valeurs de covariance esti-
mées, peupler la matrice de covariance estimée (C)
par les valeurs de covariance estimées, et traiter la
matrice de covariance estimée (C) pour le calcul des
un ou plusieurs vecteurs propres et/ou des une ou
plusieurs vecteurs propres.

5. Dispositif de surveillance selon une quelconque re-
vendication précédente, dans lequel l’algorithme de
séparation de source comprend une d’une analyse
en composantes principales, PCA, et d’une analyse
en composantes indépendantes, ICA.

6. Dispositif de surveillance selon une quelconque re-
vendication précédente, dans lequel le processeur
de signal (8) est configuré pour peupler les vecteurs
de signal (xk) de telle sorte qu’au moins un sous-
ensemble des vecteurs de signal (xk) corresponde
à des segments de signal mutuellement temporelle-
ment décalés, et optionnellement se chevauchant
partiellement, dans un signal de pression dédié (P)
inclus parmi l’au moins un signal de pression, ou
dans un signal intermédiaire généré sur la base de
l’au moins un signal de pression (P).

7. Dispositif de surveillance selon une quelconque re-
vendication précédente, dans lequel l’au moins un
signal de pression (P) comprend une pluralité de si-
gnaux de pression provenant d’une pluralité de cap-
teurs de pression (6a, 6b), et dans lequel le proces-
seur de signal (8) est configuré pour peupler les vec-
teurs de signal (xk) de telle sorte que chaque vecteur
de signal (xk) corresponde à un segment de signal
respectif dans un respectif des signaux de pression.

8. Dispositif de surveillance selon une quelconque re-
vendication précédente, dans lequel le processeur
de signal (8) est en outre configuré, lors de la détec-
tion de l’interruption, pour : identifier un changement
du paramètre de surveillance au fil du temps ou en
comparant le paramètre de surveillance à une valeur
de seuil.
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9. Dispositif de surveillance selon une quelconque re-
vendication précédente, dans lequel le processeur
de signal (8) est configuré, lors du traitement des
vecteurs de signal (xk), pour calculer une pluralité
de valeurs propres, dans lequel le processeur de
signal (8) est configuré pour calculer le paramètre
de surveillance pour représenter une de : une am-
plitude d’au moins un sous-ensemble de la pluralité
de valeurs propres, une différence entre des paires
de valeurs propres pour au moins un sous-ensemble
de la pluralité de valeurs propres lorsqu’elles sont
ordonnées par amplitude, et une distribution d’au
moins un sous-ensemble de la pluralité de valeurs
propres lorsqu’elles sont ordonnées par amplitude.

10. Dispositif de surveillance selon une quelconque re-
vendication précédente, dans lequel le processeur
de signal (8) est configuré, lors du traitement des
vecteurs de signal (xk), pour calculer une pluralité
de valeurs propres et, optionnellement, une pluralité
de vecteurs propres, dans lequel le processeur de
signal (8) est en outre configuré, lors du calcul du
paramètre de surveillance, pour ordonner les vec-
teurs propres et/ou les valeurs propres par ordre
d’amplitude des valeurs propres.

11. Dispositif de surveillance selon la revendication 10,
dans lequel le processeur de signal (8) est configuré
pour calculer le paramètre de surveillance sur la ba-
se d’au moins un vecteur propre sélectionné parmi
la pluralité de vecteurs propres et/ou d’au moins une
valeur propre sélectionnée parmi la pluralité de va-
leurs propres, dans lequel le processeur de signal
(8) est configuré pour déduire chaque valeur propre
sélectionnée en sélectionnant une valeur propre
ayant un numéro d’ordre prédéfini parmi la pluralité
de valeurs propres lorsqu’elles sont ordonnées par
amplitude, et/ou pour déduire chaque vecteur propre
sélectionné en sélectionnant un vecteur propre
ayant un numéro d’ordre prédéfini parmi la pluralité
de vecteurs propres lorsqu’ils sont ordonnés par am-
plitude de leurs valeurs propres associées.

12. Dispositif de surveillance selon la revendication 11,
dans lequel le processeur de signal (8) est configuré
pour calculer le paramètre de surveillance pour re-
présenter une amplitude de l’au moins une valeur
propre sélectionnée et/ou une de : une fréquence de
l’au moins un vecteur propre sélectionné, et une for-
me de l’au moins un vecteur propre sélectionné.

13. Dispositif de surveillance selon une quelconque re-
vendication précédente, dans lequel le processeur
de signal (8) est configuré pour recevoir, par l’inter-
médiaire de l’entrée (20), un signal de pression de
référence à partir d’un capteur de pression de réfé-
rence (6a) dans l’ensemble de capteurs de pression

dans le premier système conteneur de fluide (1), le
capteur de pression de référence (6a) étant agencé
pour détecter les secondes impulsions indépendam-
ment de l’interruption du raccord fluidique, dans le-
quel le processeur de signal (8) est configuré pour :

peupler une pluralité de vecteurs de signal de
référence de longueur identique de telle sorte
que chacun des vecteurs de signal de référence
corresponde à un segment de signal respectif
de valeurs de signal dans le signal de pression
de référence, et
traiter les vecteurs de signal de référence par
l’intermédiaire de l’algorithme de séparation de
source afin de calculer au moins un de : un ou
plusieurs vecteurs propres de référence et une
ou plusieurs valeurs propres de référence asso-
ciées aux vecteurs de signal de référence,
dans lequel le processeur de signal (8) est con-
figuré, lors de la détection de l’interruption, pour
comparer les un ou plusieurs vecteurs propres
aux un ou plusieurs vecteurs propres de réfé-
rence et/ou comparer les une ou plusieurs vec-
teurs propres aux une ou plusieurs valeurs pro-
pres de référence.

14. Dispositif de surveillance selon une quelconque re-
vendication précédente, dans lequel le processeur
de signal (8) est en outre configuré, avant de peupler
la pluralité de vecteurs de signal (xk), pour filtrer l’au
moins un signal de pression (P) afin de réduire une
amplitude des premières impulsions pour qu’elle soit
inférieure à une amplitude des secondes impulsions.

15. Dispositif de surveillance selon une quelconque re-
vendication précédente, dans lequel le processeur
de signal (8) est en outre configuré, avant de traiter
les vecteurs de signal (xk), pour traiter l’au moins un
signal de pression (P) et/ou les vecteurs de signal
(xk) pour produire une moyenne de zéro pour des
valeurs de vecteur de signal dans le vecteur de signal
respectif (xk).
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