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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates generally to med-
ical apparatuses and more particularly to devices for po-
sitioning and anchoring a lining to a hollow body organ,
such as a stomach, intestine or gastrointestinal tract.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] In cases of severe obesity, patients may cur-
rently undergo several types of surgery either to tie off
or staple portions of the large or small intestine or stom-
ach, and/or to bypass portions of the same to reduce the
amount of food desired by the patient, and the amount
absorbed by the gastrointestinal tract. The procedures
currently available include laparoscopic banding, where
a device is used to "tie off" or constrict a portion of the
stomach, vertical banded gastroplasty (VBG), or a more
invasive surgical procedure known as a Roux-En-Y gas-
tric bypass to effect permanent surgical reduction of the
stomach’s volume and subsequent bypass of the intes-
tine.
[0003] Although the outcome of these stomach reduc-
tion surgeries leads to patient weight loss because pa-
tients are physically forced to eat less due to the reduced
size of their stomach, several limitations exist due to the
invasiveness of the procedures, including time, general
anesthesia, healing of the incisions and other complica-
tions attendant to major surgery. In addition, these pro-
cedures are only available to severely obese patients
(morbid obesity, Body Mass Index >=40) due to their
complications, including the risk of death, leaving pa-
tients who are considered obese or moderately obese
with few, if any, interventional options.
[0004] In addition to the above described gastrointes-
tinal reduction surgery, endoluminal sleeves are known
for partially or totally lining certain portions of the stomach
and of the intestine with the aim to separate or bypass
at least part of the food flow from the lined portions of the
gastrointestinal tract. It has been observed that by cre-
ating a physical barrier between the ingested food and
certain regions of the gastrointestinal wall by means of
endoluminal sleeves, similar benefits for weight loss and
improvement or resolution of type 2 diabetes may be
achieved as with gastric bypass surgery. Physicians be-
lieve that by creating a physical barrier between the in-
gested food and selected regions of the gastrointestinal
wall, it might be possible to purposefully influence the
mechanism of hormonal signal activation originating from
the intestine. It was observed that endoluminal sleeves
in certain regions of the stomach and the duodenum con-
tributed to improve glycemic control and to reduce or
eliminate other co-morbidities of obesity. Moreover the
lining of parts of the GI-tract by means of endosleeves
provide an alternative or an additional therapy to tradi-
tional therapies of type II diabetes and obesity. Endos-

leeves may be placed in a brief and less invasive proce-
dure and address the patient’s fear of surgery. Contrary
to traditional gastric bypass surgery, the result of endo-
luminal sleeve surgery is reversible and the sleeve can
be removed after achievement of the clinical result, but
also in case of the occurrence of undesired side effects
or clinical complications.
[0005] A typical duodenal sleeve device is described
in U.S. Pat. No. 7,267,694 where the proximal end of a
flexible, floppy sleeve of impermeable material defining
a sleeve lumen is endoscopically deployed and anchored
with the help of a barbed stent in the pylorus or in the
superior section of the duodenum, the stent also ensuring
that the proximal lumen opening of the sleeve remains
open. Chyme from the stomach enters the proximal lu-
men opening of the sleeve and passes through the sleeve
lumen to the distal lumen opening. Digestive enzymes
secreted in the duodenum pass through the duodenum
on the outside of the sleeve. The enzymes and the chyme
do not mix until the chyme exits from the distal lumen
opening of the liner tube. In such a way, the efficiency of
the process of digestion of the chyme is diminished, re-
ducing the ability of the gastrointestinal tract to absorb
calories from the food. US2004/172141A1 describes a
satiation device which can be seen as a closest state of
the art for independent claim 1. G.I.Dynamics, Inc., (Wa-
tertown, Mass., USA) produces the Endobarrier(R) de-
vice that is substantially a duodenal sleeve device con-
figured so that the proximal end of the device is anchored
inside the duodenal bulb with the help of a barbed an-
choring stent that also keeps the proximal lumen opening
open. In US 2004/0148034 is taught a duodenal sleeve
device attached to a funnel, the funnel configured for an-
chored to the gastric walls inside the gastric cavity in
proximity to the lower esophageal sphincter. Food pass-
ing the lower esophageal sphincter is directed by the fun-
nel into the proximal lumen opening of the duodenal
sleeve device.
[0006] In U.S. Pat. No. 7,121,283 is taught a duodenal
sleeve device attached to a large stent-like anchoring
device that presses outwardly against the pyloric portion
of the stomach, the pyloric sphincter and the duodenal
bulb.
[0007] In known endosleeves, it has been observed
that the sleeve devices tend to move inside the GI tract
and migrate away from their original anchoring position.
[0008] A further important issue with endoluminal
sleeves is the risk of failure of sealing of the lined lumen
and, hence, the risk of an undesired leakage of the par-
tially digested food flow in the interstice between the lu-
men wall and the sleeve. Moreover, known endoluminal
sleeve attachment devices and methods are not yet fully
satisfying with regard to permitting normal biological
events, including vomiting, to occur.
[0009] Further fields of desirable improvements relat-
ed with endoluminal sleeves are their removal from the
patient without injuring the involved tissues, the rapidity
of deployment and removal of the sleeve, and the repeat-

1 2 



EP 2 561 839 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ability of the sleeve placement.
[0010] Accordingly, there is a need for improved de-
vices and procedures for anchoring and sealing an en-
doluminal, particularly a duodenal sleeve in the GI tract.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0011] The present invention provides for an endolu-
minal, particularly duodenal, sleeve device for the tran-
soral, or endoscopic, positioning and anchoring of an en-
doluminal sleeve device within a gastrointestinal tract,
including, but not limited to, the pylorus, the esophagus,
stomach, duodenum as well as other portions of or the
entire length of the intestinal tract, etc., unless specified
otherwise. In the case of the present invention, the sur-
geon or endoscopist may insert devices as described
below through the patient’s mouth, down the esophagus
and into the stomach or intestine as appropriate. The
procedure can be performed entirely from within the pa-
tient’s stomach or other intestinal tract, and does not nec-
essarily require any external incision. Alternatively, the
surgeon may insert devices as described below laparo-
scopically into the stomach or intestine as appropriate.
[0012] According to an aspect of the invention, there
is provided a duodenal sleeve device, comprising:

- a sleeve configured for deployment inside a duode-
num of a human subject, the sleeve having walls of
a flexible material defining a sleeve lumen, a proxi-
mal end defining a proximal lumen opening, and a
distal end defining a distal lumen opening,

- a tubular anchoring portion forming the proximal lu-
men end and having a plurality of anchoring seats
delimited by an annular collar defining an opening
through which adjacent tissue portions can be pulled
into the anchoring seats,

- expansion means adapted to act on the tissue por-
tions arranged in the anchoring seats such that the
tissue portions expand to a dimension greater than
the opening of the annular collar.

[0013] This provides a direct shape lock between the
proximal sleeve end and the surrounding tissue which
eliminates the risk of undesired migrating of the proximal
lumen opening away from its planned position.
[0014] In accordance with an aspect of the invention,
the expansion means may comprise an expansion pro-
moter which can be injected or implanted into the tissue
portion trapped in the anchoring seat.
[0015] In accordance with a further aspect of the in-
vention, the annular collar of the anchoring seat is con-
figured to controllably constrict, thereby further improving
the shape lock of the tissue portion trapped inside the
anchoring seat.
[0016] In accordance with a further aspect of the in-
vention, the tubular anchoring portion comprises elastic
means which bias the anchoring seats 9 permanently
radially outward. Such an elastic preload contributes to

holding the anchoring portion in permanent contact with
the surrounding gastro-intestinal tissue which is con-
stantly moving due to peristalsis. Thus, a reliable sealing
against leakage is achieved, as well as a firm placement
of the anchoring seats over the entrapped tissue portions.
In accordance with a yet further aspect of the invention,
the anchoring portion is formed substantially by a wire
mesh stent or comprises a wire mesh stent and the an-
choring seats are provided in holes in the stent which
have a size adapted to allow that externally surrounding
tissue be pulled therethrough to an internal side of the
stent.
[0017] These and other aspects and advantages of the
present invention shall be made apparent from the ac-
companying drawings and the description thereof, which
illustrate embodiments of the invention and, together with
the general description of the invention given above, and
the detailed description of the embodiments given below,
serve to explain the principles of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018]

- Figure 1 illustrates a duodenal sleeve device in ac-
cordance with an embodiment;

- Figure 2 illustrates a duodenal sleeve device in ac-
cordance with a further embodiment;

- Figure 3 illustrates a duodenal sleeve device in a
partial longitudinal cross-section during anchoring
thereof within the GI tract;

- Figure 4 illustrates a non-claimed method step of
anchoring the duodenal sleeve device in the GI tract;

- Figure 5 illustrates a non-claimed method step of
anchoring the duodenal sleeve device in the GI tract;

- Figures 6, 7 and 8 are cross-sectional views of an-
choring regions between tissue of the GI tract and
the duodenal sleeve device in accordance with em-
bodiments;

- Figure 9 illustrates a further non-claimed method
step of anchoring the duodenal sleeve device in the
GI tract;

- Figure 10 illustrates an elastically biased anchoring
portion of the sleeve device in accordance with an
embodiment;

- figure 11 illustrates the duodenal sleeve device after
anchoring thereof inside the GI tract.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0019] Referring to the drawings where like numerals
denote like anatomical structures and components
throughout the several views, an endoluminal sleeve de-
vice 1 for internally lining a section of the GI tract, partic-
ularly a section of duodenum distally from the pylorus,
comprises a sleeve 2 configured for deployment inside
a duodenum of a human subject, the sleeve 2 having
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walls of a flexible material defining a sleeve lumen 3, a
proximal end 4 defining a proximal lumen opening 5, and
a distal end 6 defining a distal lumen opening 7. The
device 1 comprises further a tubular anchoring portion 8
which forms the proximal lumen end 4 and which has a
plurality of anchoring seats 9 delimited by an annular
collar 11 forming an opening through which adjacent tis-
sue portions 12 can be pulled into the anchoring seats
9. The device 1 comprises further expansion means
adapted to act on the tissue portions 12 arranged in the
anchoring seats 9 such that the tissue portions 12 expand
to a dimension greater than the opening of the annular
collar 11.
[0020] This provides a direct shape lock between the
proximal sleeve end and the surrounding tissue which
eliminates the risk of undesired migrating of the proximal
lumen opening away from its planned position.
[0021] In accordance with an embodiment, the expan-
sion means may comprise an expansion promoter 13
which can be injected or implanted into the tissue portion
12 trapped in the anchoring seat 9, such as a swelling
agent or sclerosant agent or a plastic bead insert of e.g.
Poly(methyl methacrylate) PMMA. Preferably, as illus-
trated in figure 4, the expansion promoter 13 is applied
in or near the interface region between the mucosa 14
and the submucosa 15 in order to not influence the mus-
cularis layer 17 of the gastric or intestinal wall.
[0022] In accordance with a further embodiment, after
the tissue portions 12 are placed within the anchoring
seats 9, they can be additionally secured by inserting at
least one mechanical latch member 18 through the tissue
portions 12 such that two opposite end portions of the
mechanical latch member 18 protrude out of the tissue
portion 12 and overlap with the annular collar 11 from an
internal side of the anchoring portion 8. The mechanical
latch members 18 may comprise e.g. piercing rods, rings,
sutures or surgical buttress and can be deployed while
the not yet expanded tissue portions are held inside the
anchoring seats 9 or after expanding the tissue portions
12. The mechanical latch members 18 can be connected
to each other (e.g. by a suture loop) or can form a closed
loop 19, e.g. a suture loop, which loop 19 can be tightened
in a purse string fashion to restrict the anchoring region,
if required, and to assure a substantially constant anchor-
ing and sealing perimeter and proximal lumen opening.
[0023] In accordance with an embodiment, a complete
surgical kit can be provided which contains the sleeve
device 1, a tissue acquisition device 20 (Figures 3, 4, 5)
adapted and operable to acquire the surrounding tissue
from inside the anchoring portion 8 through the collar 11
and to pull the acquired tissue into the anchoring seat 9.
Additionally, an injection device 21 may be provided
which is adapted and operable to pierce the tissue portion
12 trapped inside the anchoring seat 9 and to inject or
push the expansion promoter 13 into the tissue portion
12.
[0024] In accordance with an embodiment (Figures 3,
4), the tissue acquisition device can comprise an endo-

luminal suction device 22 having a suction opening 23
oriented transversally to a longitudinal (proximal-distal)
extension of the device and which suction opening 23
can be arranged in fluid communication with the anchor-
ing seat 9. The suction opening 23 is connected by a
suction line 24 to an extracorporeal vacuum source (not
shown) in order that vacuum can be applied through the
anchoring seat 9 to externally adjacent tissue, which is
hence pulled into the anchoring seat 9.
[0025] In accordance with a further embodiment (Fig-
ure 5), the tissue acquisition device 20 can comprise an
endoluminal grasping device 25 having a grasper or cork-
screw piercer 26 which is orientable transversally to a
longitudinal (proximal-distal) extension of the device and
which can be moved from inside the anchoring seat 9
through the collar 11 to the externally adjacent tissue in
order to grasp it and pull it into the anchoring seat 9.
[0026] In accordance with a further embodiment, the
injection device 21 may comprise a hollow tubular injec-
tion needle 27 which is supported and guided by the tis-
sue acquisition device 20 and operable to inject the ex-
pansion promoter 13 while the tissue acquisition device
20 is applying a pulling force on the tissue portion 12
trapped in the anchoring seat 9.
[0027] In accordance with an embodiment (figures 3
and 4), the injection needle 27 is operable to be pushed
into an internal lumen of the suction opening 23 of the
suction device 22. In a further embodiment (Figure 5),
the hollow tubular injection needle 27 can be directly
formed by the corkscrew shaped piercer 26 of the grasp-
ing device 25 or, alternatively by one of two opposing
jaws of a grasper (not shown).
[0028] In accordance with a further embodiment, the
annular collar 11 of the anchoring seat 9 is configured to
controllably constrict, thereby further improving the
shape lock of the tissue portion 12 inside the anchoring
seat 9.
[0029] For this purpose, the collar 11 may comprise
heat shrinkable material, shape memory material or
phase changeable material which, in response to thermal
activation (e.g. heating), constricts the collar lumen.
[0030] In accordance with a further embodiment, the
anchoring seat 9 is at least partially defined by a heat
shrinkable membrane 28 adapted to forcefully collapse
over the tissue portion 12 trapped in the anchoring seat
9 in response to thermal activation, e.g. heating of the
membrane 28.
[0031] In accordance with a further embodiment, the
tubular anchoring portion 8 comprises elastic means 29
which bias the anchoring seats 9 permanently radially
outward. Such an elastic preload contributes to holding
the anchoring portion 8 in permanent contact with the
surrounding gastro-intestinal tissue which is constantly
moving due to peristalsis. Thus, a reliable sealing against
leakage of food and chyme into the interstice between
the sleeve and the intestinal wall is achieved, as well as
a firm placement of the anchoring seats 9 over the en-
trapped tissue portions 12.
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[0032] In accordance with embodiments, the elastic
means 29 may comprise e.g. an elastomeric cylindrical
body or a series of elastic spring rings connected to or
encapsulated in the tubular wall of the anchoring portion
8.
[0033] The anchoring seats 9 are preferably arranged
at a constant angular pitch along one or more circumfer-
ential rows. The anchoring seats 9 of adjacent rows may
be staggered to improve overall sealing of the proximal
sleeve end 4 against the gastro-intestinal wall. A pre-
ferred number of anchoring seats 9 formed in a circum-
ferential row ranges from 2 to 4 seats.
[0034] In accordance with an embodiment, the anchor-
ing portion 8 may be formed substantially by a wire mesh
stent 30 or comprises a wire mesh stent 30 and the an-
choring seats 9 are delimited by holes in the stent which
have a size adapted to allow that externally surrounding
tissue be pulled therethrough to an internal side of the
stent 30.
[0035] The sleeve device 1 may be placed in numerous
locations in the GI tract, particularly in the duodenum,
distal antrum of the stomach 10 and the distal esophagus.
[0036] In accordance with an alternative non-claimed
method, plications or similarly bulky protrusions are cre-
ated in the stomach and the sleeve anchoring portion 8
is configured that the anchoring seats 9 may receive the
previously created protrusions to lock the sleeve device
1 in the GI tract. In this case it is not necessary but pos-
sible to subsequently expand the trapped protrusions.
[0037] The protrusions can be formed e.g. by endolu-
minally stapling the gastro-intestinal wall, thereby creat-
ing one or more ridges within the GI tract. Additionally or
alternatively, mechanical fasteners, e.g. T-tags, pledg-
ets, expandable baskets, H-fasteners, can be driven in
the tissue portions or permanently attached thereto in
order to create gastric wall plications or intestinal wall
plications.
[0038] The sleeve anchoring portion 8 with anchoring
seats 9 shaped to accommodate these ridges is then
positioned to mate with the protrusions. As described
above, a mechanical latch member 18 can be pierced
through the tissue protrusion (and in some embodiments
also through a wall of the anchoring seat) to secure the
sleeve device 1 in place.
[0039] In accordance with a further embodiment, the
anchoring portion of the sleeve device may form a higher
number of anchoring seats 9 than the number of tissue
wall protrusions in order to increase the probability that
at least one or more protrusions are caught in the an-
choring seats 9.
[0040] The sleeve 2 itself is sufficiently flexible to follow
the curvature of the duodenum. Further, in some embod-
iments the walls of the sleeve are sufficiently flexible
and/or collapsible to allow duodenal peristalsis to drive
chyme through the lumen of the sleeve. Sufficient col-
lapsibility of the walls of the sleeve prevents continuous
intimate contact of the outer surface of the sleeve with
the duodenal mucosa, avoiding damage to the duodenal

mucosa and allowing digestive secretions not collected
into the sleeve lumen to pass through the duodenal lumen
outside the sleeve lumen.
[0041] In some embodiments, at least a portion of the
wall of a sleeve may be porous or semipermeable to allow
entry of digestive secretions into the sleeve lumen and/or
to allow the flow of fluids and digested matter out of the
sleeve lumen.
[0042] In some embodiments, at least a portion of the
wall of a sleeve may be impermeable, analogous to the
Endobarrier(R) by GI Dynamics Inc, Watertown, Mass.,
USA and as described in U.S. Pat. No. 7,267,694.
[0043] The diameter of the sleeve lumen may be sub-
stantially constant along the entire length of the liner tube.
Although any suitable luminal diameter may be used, in
some embodiments, the luminal diameter may be not
more than about 30 mm, not more than about 25 mm and
even not more than about 20 mm.
[0044] In some embodiments, the proximal end of the
sleeve may be flared and may define a funnel-like struc-
ture.
[0045] The length of the sleeve may be any suitable
length and may be selected in accordance with clinical
decisions made by the treating physician. A typical sleeve
is between about 25 cm and about 160 cm long. Gener-
ally, the sleeve is selected so that when the duodenal
sleeve device is deployed, the distal lumen opening of
the sleeve is located distal to the duodenal-jejunal flexure
and empties out into the jejunum. In some embodiments,
the sleeve may be even longer.
[0046] Suitable materials from which the sleeve for im-
plementing the invention are fashioned include silicone,
polyurethane, polyethylene (e.g., low density polyethyl-
ene films) and fluoropolymers (e.g., expanded poly-
tetrafluoroethylene). In some embodiments, the sleeve
is fashioned from fluoropolymer or polyethylene film im-
pregnated with polyurethane or silicone to reduce per-
meability, as taught in U.S. Pat. No. 7,267,694.
[0047] The sleeve may include one or more markers
(e.g., barium) designed for viewing the position of the
sleeve within the intestines through fluoroscopy, such as
a longitudinal rib or other markers that are spaced along
the length of sleeve. In addition, sleeve may further in-
clude components that inhibit twisting or kinking of the
sleeve itself. In one embodiment, these components in-
clude one or more stiffening elements, such as rings,
coupled to either the inside or the outside of the sleeve
at spaced locations along its length. These rings can, for
example, be made of a slightly thicker silicone material
that would resist twisting or kinking of the sleeve around
the ring. In other embodiments, the stiffening elements
may be in spiral shape or extending lengthwise along at
least a portion of the sleeve.
[0048] In a non-claimed implantation method, the
sleeve may be initially folded or rolled up and packed into
the interior of an applier. The distal end of sleeve may
be initially closed, e.g. with a small polymeric or silicone
seal and forms a programmed tearing line, e.g. a perfo-
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ration, along which the distal end can tear open by the
internal pressure of the chyme flow.
[0049] In this way bypass conduits can be created in
the GI tract of a patient to achieve a malabsorptive effect
in cases where such an effect may enhance weight loss,
as well as the initially described effects on hormonal sig-
naling in general.
[0050] Particularly, the described devices and proce-
dures obviate undesired migration of the sleeve away
from its original anchoring position and addresses the
need of reliable sealing of the lined lumen. Moreover,
some embodiments of the described devices and non-
claimed methods are beneficial with regard to permitting
normal biological events, including vomiting, to occur.
[0051] Although preferred embodiments of the inven-
tion have been described in detail, it is not the intention
of the applicant to limit the scope of the claims to such
particular embodiments, but to cover all modifications
and alternative constructions falling within the scope of
the invention.

Claims

1. Endoluminal sleeve device (1) for internally lining a
section of the GI tract, comprising:

- a sleeve (2) configured for deployment inside
a GI tract, the sleeve (2) having walls of a flexible
material defining a sleeve lumen (3), a proximal
end (4) defining a proximal lumen opening (5),
and a distal end (6) defining a distal lumen open-
ing (7),
- a tubular anchoring portion (8) forming said
proximal lumen end (4) and defining anchoring
seats (9) delimited each one by an annular collar
(11) forming an opening through which adjacent
tissue portions (12) can be pulled into the an-
choring seats (9),

characterized by comprising expansion means
adapted to act on the tissue portions (12) arranged
in the anchoring seats (9) such that the tissue por-
tions (12) expand to a dimension greater than the
opening of the annular collar (11).

2. Endoluminal sleeve device (1) according to claim 1,
in which the annular collar (11) is activatable to con-
trollably constrict.

3. Endoluminal sleeve device (1) according to claim 2,
in which the collar (11) comprise one of:

- heat shrinkable material,
- shape memory material,
- phase changeable material,

which, in response to thermal activation constricts

the collar (11) opening.

4. Endoluminal sleeve device (1) according to claim 1
or 2, in which the anchoring seat (9) is at least par-
tially defined by a heat shrinkable membrane (28)
adapted to collapse over the tissue portion (12)
trapped in the anchoring seat (9) in response to ther-
mal activation.

5. Endoluminal sleeve device (1) according to any one
of the preceding claims, in which the tubular anchor-
ing portion (8) comprises elastic means (29) which
bias the anchoring seats (9) permanently radially
outward.

6. Endoluminal sleeve device (1) according to any pre-
ceding claim, in which the expansion means com-
prise one of an injectable swelling agent, sclerosant
agent, plastic bead insert.

7. Endoluminal sleeve device (1) according to claim
any preceding claim, comprising a plurality of me-
chanical latch members (18) which can be pierced
through the tissue portions (12) trapped in the an-
choring seats (9) and which have a shape such that
two opposite end portions of the mechanical latch
member (18) can protrude out of the tissue portion
(12) and overlap with the annular collar (11) from an
internal side of the anchoring portion (8).

8. Endoluminal sleeve device (1) according to claim 7,
in which all mechanical latch members (18) are con-
nectable to each other to form a closed loop (19).

9. Endoluminal sleeve device (1) according to any one
of the preceding claims, in which said anchoring
seats (9) are preferably arranged at a constant an-
gular pitch along at least one circumferential row.

10. Endoluminal sleeve device (1) according to claim 6,
in which the anchoring seats (9) of adjacent rows are
staggered.

11. Surgical instrumentation kit for internally lining a sec-
tion of GI tract, including:

- a the sleeve device (1) in accordance with any
one of the preceding claims,
- a tissue acquisition device (20) adapted and
operable to acquire the surrounding tissue from
inside the anchoring portion (8) of the sleeve
device (1) through the collar (11) into the an-
choring seat (9),
- an injection device (21) adapted and operable
to pierce the tissue portion (12) trapped inside
the anchoring seat (9) and to inject the expan-
sion means (13) into the tissue portion (12).
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12. Surgical instrumentation kit according to claim 11, in
which the injection device (21) comprises a hollow
tubular injection needle (27) supported and guided
by the tissue acquisition device (20) and operable to
inject the expansion promoter (13) while the tissue
acquisition device (20) is applying a pulling force on
the tissue portion (12) trapped in the anchoring seat
(9).

13. Surgical instrumentation kit according to claim 12, in
which the injection needle (27) is directly formed by
a corkscrew shaped piercer (26) of the tissue acqui-
sition device (20).

Patentansprüche

1. Endoluminale Hülsenvorrichtung (1) zum inneren
Auskleiden eines Abschnitts des GI-Trakts, die Fol-
gendes umfasst:

- eine Hülse (2), die zum Einsetzen innerhalb
eines GI-Trakts konfiguriert ist, wobei die Hülse
(2) Wände aus einem flexiblen Material, die ein
Hülsenlumen (3) definieren, ein proximales En-
de (4), das eine proximale Lumenöffnung (5) de-
finiert, und ein distales Endes (6), das eine dis-
tale Lumenöffnung (7) definiert, aufweist,
- einen röhrenförmigen Ankerbereich (8), der
das proximale Lumenende (4) bildet und Anker-
sitze (9) definiert, die jeweils durch einen ring-
förmigen Kragen (11) abgegrenzt sind, der eine
Öffnung, durch welche benachbarte Gewebe-
bereiche (12) in die Ankersitze (9) gezogen wer-
den können, definiert,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass sie ferner ein Aus-
dehnungsmittel umfasst, das eingerichtet ist, um auf
die in den Ankersitzen (9) angeordneten Gewebe-
bereiche (12) einzuwirken, so dass die Gewebebe-
reiche (12) auf eine Abmessung, die größer als die
Öffnung des ringförmigen Kragens (11) ist, ausge-
dehnt werden.

2. Endoluminale Hülsenvorrichtung (1) gemäß An-
spruch 1, bei welcher der ringförmige Kragen (11)
aktivierbar ist, um sich steuerbar zu verengen.

3. Endoluminale Hülsenvorrichtung (1) gemäß An-
spruch 2, bei welcher der Kragen (11) eines von Fol-
gendem umfasst:

- ein wärmeschrumpfbares Material,
- ein Formgedächtnismaterial,
- ein phasenveränderliches Material,

das die Öffnung des Kragens (11) in Antwort auf eine
thermische Aktivierung einengt.

4. Endoluminale Hülsenvorrichtung (1) gemäß An-
spruch 1 oder 2, bei welcher der Ankersitz (9) zu-
mindest teilweise von einer wärmeschrumpfbaren
Membran (28) definiert ist, die dazu eingerichtet ist,
sich in Antwort auf eine thermische Aktivierung über
dem Gewebebereich (12), der in dem Ankersitz (9)
festsitzt, zusammenzulegen.

5. Endoluminale Hülsenvorrichtung (1) gemäß einem
der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, bei welcher der
röhrenförmige Ankerbereich (8) ein elastisches Mit-
tel (29), welches die Ankersitze (9) permanent radial
nach außen vorspannt, umfasst.

6. Endoluminale Hülsenvorrichtung (1) gemäß einem
der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, bei welcher das
Ausdehnungsmittel ein injizierbares Quellmittel, ein
Verödungsmittel oder einen Plastikkugeleinsatz um-
fasst.

7. Endoluminale Hülsenvorrichtung (1) gemäß einem
der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, die eine Mehrzahl
von mechanischen Riegelelementen (18) umfasst,
welche durch die Gewebebereiche (12), die in den
Ankersitzen (9) festsitzen, gestochen werden kön-
nen, und welche eine Form aufweisen, so dass zwei
gegenüberliegende Endbereiche des mechani-
schen Riegelelements (18) von dem Gewebebe-
reich (12) hervorstehen und mit dem ringförmigen
Kragen (11) von einer Innenseite des Ankerbereichs
(8) überlappen können.

8. Endoluminale Hülsenvorrichtung (1) gemäß An-
spruch 7, bei welcher alle mechanischen Riegelele-
mente (18) miteinander verbindbar sind, um eine ge-
schlossene Schleife (19) zu bilden.

9. Endoluminale Hülsenvorrichtung (1) gemäß einem
der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, bei welcher die An-
kersitze (9) vorzugsweise in einem konstanten Win-
kelabstand entlang zumindest einer, in einer Um-
fangsrichtung verlaufenden Reihe angeordnet sind.

10. Endoluminale Hülsenvorrichtung (1) gemäß An-
spruch 6, bei welcher die Ankersitze (9) benachbar-
ter Reihen gegeneinander versetzt sind.

11. Chirurgischer Instrumentensatz zum inneren Aus-
kleiden eines Abschnitts eines GI-Trakts, wobei der
Instrumentensatz Folgendes enthält:

- eine Hülsenvorrichtung (1) gemäß einem der
vorhergehenden Ansprüche,
- eine Gewebeerfassungsvorrichtung (20), die
zum Erfassen des umgebenden Gewebes von
dem Inneren des Ankerbereichs (8) der Hülsen-
vorrichtung (1) durch den Kragen (11) in den
Ankersitz (9) eingerichtet und betreibbar ist,
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- eine Injektionsvorrichtung (21), die zum Durch-
stechen des Gewebebereichs (12), der inner-
halb des Ankersitzes (9) festsitzt, und zum Inji-
zieren des Ausdehnungsmittels (13) in den Ge-
webebereich (12) eingerichtet und betreibbar
ist.

12. Chirurgischer Instrumentensatz gemäß Anspruch
11, bei welchem die Injektionsvorrichtung (21) eine
hohle röhrenförmige Injektionsnadel (27) umfasst,
die von der Gewebeerfassungsvorrichtung (20) ge-
stützt und geführt ist und betreibbar ist, um den Aus-
dehnungsaktivator (13) zu injizieren, während die
Gewebeerfassungsvorrichtung (20) eine Zugkraft
auf den Gewebebereich (12), der in dem Ankersitz
(9) festsitzt, ausübt.

13. Chirurgischer Instrumentensatz gemäß Anspruch
12, bei welchem die Injektionsnadel (27) direkt von
einem korkenzieherförmigen Dorn (26) der Gewe-
beerfassungsvorrichtung (20) gebildet ist.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de manchon endoluminal (1) pour recou-
vrir intérieurement une section de l’appareil gastro-
intestinal, comprenant :

un manchon (2) configuré pour le déploiement
à l’intérieur de l’appareil gastro-intestinal, le
manchon (2) ayant des parois réalisées avec un
matériau flexible définissant une lumière de
manchon (3), une extrémité proximale (4) défi-
nissant une ouverture de lumière proximale (5),
et une extrémité distale (6) définissant une
ouverture de lumière distale (7),
une partie d’ancrage tubulaire (8) formant ladite
extrémité de lumière proximale (4) et définissant
des sièges d’ancrage (9) délimités chacun par
un collier annulaire (11) formant une ouverture
à travers laquelle des parties de tissu (12) ad-
jacentes peuvent être tirées dans les sièges
d’ancrage (9),
caractérisé en ce qu’il comprend des moyens
d’expansion adaptés pour agir sur les parties de
tissu (12) agencées dans les sièges d’ancrage
(9) de sorte que les parties de tissu (12) s’ex-
pansent à une dimension supérieure à l’ouver-
ture du collier annulaire (11).

2. Dispositif de manchon endoluminal (1) selon la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel le collier annulaire (11)
peut être activé pour se resserrer de manière con-
trôlable.

3. Dispositif de manchon endoluminal (1) selon la re-
vendication 2, dans lequel le collier (11) comprend

l’un parmi :

un matériau thermorétractable,
un matériau à mémoire de forme,
un matériau pouvant changer de phase,
qui, en réponse à l’activation thermique, resser-
re l’ouverture du collier (11).

4. Dispositif de manchon endoluminal (1) selon la re-
vendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel le siège d’ancrage
(9) est au moins partiellement défini par une mem-
brane thermorétractable (28) adaptée pour se replier
sur la partie de tissu (12) piégée dans le siège d’an-
crage (9) en réponse à l’activation thermique.

5. Dispositif de manchon endoluminal (1) selon l’une
quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans
lequel la partie d’ancrage tubulaire (8) comprend des
moyens élastiques (29) qui sollicitent les sièges
d’ancrage (9) en permanence radialement vers l’ex-
térieur.

6. Dispositif de manchon endoluminal (1) selon l’une
quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans
lequel les moyens d’expansion comprennent l’un
parmi un agent gonflant injectable, un agent scléro-
sant, un insert de perle en plastique.

7. Dispositif de manchon endoluminal (1) selon l’une
quelconque des revendications précédentes, com-
prenant une pluralité d’éléments de verrou mécani-
que (18) qui peuvent être percés à travers les parties
de tissu (12) piégées dans les sièges d’ancrage (9)
et qui ont une forme de sorte que deux parties d’ex-
trémité opposées de l’élément de verrou mécanique
(18) peuvent faire saillie hors de la partie de tissu
(12) et se chevaucher avec le collier annulaire (11)
à partir d’un côté interne de la partie d’ancrage (8).

8. Dispositif de manchon endoluminal (1) selon la re-
vendication 7, dans lequel tous les éléments de ver-
rou mécanique (18) peuvent être raccordés les uns
aux autres afin de former une boucle fermée (19).

9. Dispositif de manchon endoluminal (1) selon l’une
quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans
lequel lesdits sièges d’ancrage (9) sont de préféren-
ce agencés à un pas angulaire constant le long d’au
moins une rangée circonférentielle.

10. Dispositif de manchon endoluminal (1) selon la re-
vendication 6, dans lequel les sièges d’ancrage (9)
des rangées adjacentes sont en quinconce.

11. Kit d’instrumentation chirurgicale pour recouvrir in-
térieurement une section de l’appareil gastro-intes-
tinal, comprenant :
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un dispositif de manchon (1) selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications précédentes,
un dispositif d’acquisition de tissu (20) adapté et
pouvant fonctionner pour acquérir le tissu péri-
phérique de l’intérieur de la partie d’ancrage (8)
du dispositif de manchon (1) par le biais du col-
lier (11) dans le siège d’ancrage (9),
un dispositif d’injection (21) adapté et pouvant
fonctionner pour percer la partie de tissu (12)
piégée à l’intérieur du siège d’ancrage (9) et
pour injecter les moyens d’expansion (13) dans
la partie de tissu (12).

12. Kit d’instrumentation chirurgicale selon la revendi-
cation 11, dans lequel le dispositif d’injection (21)
comprend une aiguille d’injection tubulaire creuse
(27) supportée et guidée par le dispositif d’acquisi-
tion de tissu (20) et pouvant fonctionner pour injecter
le promoteur d’expansion (13) alors que le dispositif
d’acquisition de tissu (20) applique une force de trac-
tion sur la partie de tissu (12) piégée dans le siège
d’ancrage (9).

13. Kit d’instrumentation chirurgicale selon la revendi-
cation 12, dans lequel l’aiguille d’injection (27) est
directement formée par un dispositif de perçage en
forme de tire-bouchon (26) du dispositif d’acquisition
de tissu (20).
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