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©  Hinge  for  eyeglasses. 

©  The  hinge  (1)  for  eyeglasses,  of  the  type  includ- 
ing  a  lens-bearing  front  (11)  having  two  temples  (3) 
hinged  thereto,  has  a  shaped  element  (5)  and  a 
support  (9).  The  shaped  element  (5)  has  a  protruding 
tab  (7)  defining  an  L-shaped  base  (6)  which  can  be 
detachably  accommodated  in  a  complementarily- 
shaped  first  seat  (8)  formed  in  the  end  portion  of  a 
temple  (3).  The  shaped  element  (5)  is  detachably 
accommodated  in  a  second  seat  (10)  formed  in  the 
support  (9).  Elastically  deformable  engagement 
members  (12)  are  connected  to  the  support  (9),  for 
detachably  connecting  the  support  (9)  to  a  com- 
plementarily  shaped  third  seat  (13)  formed  in  a  front 
(11). 
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The  present  invention  relates  to  a  hinge  for 
eyeglasses. 

Eyeglasses  are  currently  constituted  by  a  front 
that  supports  a  single  lens  or  a  pair  of  lenses; 
hinges  for  connection  to  temples  are  associated 
with  the  ends  of  said  front. 

It  is  accordingly  known  to  manufacture  hinges 
that  are  constituted  by  two  elements  that  are  mutu- 
ally  rotatably  associated  and  have  free  ends  that 
can  be  embedded,  for  example,  in  the  temple  and 
in  the  front  or  are  directly  obtained  or  formed  at  the 
ends  of  said  temples  and  said  front. 

The  use  of  these  conventional  hinges  entails 
drawbacks:  first  of  all  it  is  necessary  to  pre-assem- 
ble  the  two  parts  that  constitute  the  hinge  to  the 
front  and  to  the  temple  and  then  rotationally  con- 
nect  said  parts. 

Furthermore,  if  the  temple  is  damaged,  it  can- 
not  be  easily  replaced,  since  the  user  must  have 
particular  tools,  such  as  a  screwdriver  with  a  very 
narrow  tip. 

The  use  of  these  conventional  hinges  further- 
more  forces  the  temples  to  close  by  swinging  with 
respect  to  the  front,  with  the  drawback  that  they 
increase  the  bulk  of  the  pair  of  eyeglasses  when 
not  in  use,  entailing  difficulty  in  storage  by  the 
user. 

Finally,  it  is  noted  that  in  case  of  accidental 
impacts  of  the  front  or  the  temple,  these  impacts 
are  transmitted  to  the  entire  pair  of  eyeglasses, 
with  consequent  possible  damage  to  the  user  not 
only  in  the  part  affected  by  the  impact  but  also  in 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  pair  of  eyeglasses 
rigidly  connected  to  it. 

A  principal  aim  of  the  present  invention  is 
therefore  to  solve  the  described  technical  prob- 
lems,  eliminating  the  drawbacks  of  the  prior  art  and 
thus  providing  a  hinge  that  allows  to  rapidly  and 
simply  assemble  it  to  the  remaining  parts  that 
constitute  the  pair  of  eyeglasses  in  order  to  allow 
better  industrialization. 

Within  the  scope  of  this  aim,  an  important 
object  is  to  provide  a  hinge  that  allows  easy  and 
quick  interchangeability  of  the  individual  compo- 
nents  of  the  pair  of  eyeglasses  without  using  par- 
ticular  tools. 

Another  object  is  to  provide  a  hinge  that  allows 
to  limit  the  overall  space  occupied  by  the  various 
parts  of  the  pair  of  eyeglasses  when  not  in  use, 
particularly  for  highly  curved  lens  shapes. 

Another  important  object  is  to  provide  a  hinge 
that  can  be  applied  to  a  pair  of  eyeglasses,  the 
remaining  parts  of  which  can  equally  be  made  of 
either  plastics  or  metal. 

Another  object  is  to  provide  a  hinge  that  is 
structurally  simple. 

Another  object  is  to  provide  a  hinge  that  asso- 
ciates  with  the  preceding  characteristics,  that  of 

being  reliable  and  safe  in  use  and  has  low  manu- 
facturing  costs. 

With  the  foregoing  and  other  objects  in  view, 
there  is  provided  a  hinge  for  eyeglasses  which 

5  include  a  temple  and  a  front,  characterized  in  that  it 
comprises  at  least  one  spherical  or  cylindrical  or 
polyhedral  element  which  is  associated  or  de- 
tachably  associable  with  said  temple  and  with  a 
lens  or  with  a  support,  which  in  turn  is  associated, 

io  or  detachably  associable,  with  said  front  or  with 
part  of  it  or  with  said  lens. 

Further  characteristics  and  advantages  of  the 
invention  will  become  apparent  from  the  detailed 
description  of  some  particular  but  not  exclusive 

75  embodiments,  illustrated  only  by  way  of  non-limita- 
tive  example  in  the  accompanying  drawings, 
wherein: 

figure  1  is  a  bottom  view  of  a  pair  of  eyeglasses 
to  which  the  hinge  has  been  applied,  illustrating 

20  the  movements  that  can  be  imparted  to  a  tem- 
ple; 
figure  2  is  an  exploded  view  of  the  hinge,  of  a 
temple,  of  the  support,  and  of  part  of  the  front; 
figure  3  is  a  lateral  perspective  view  of  the 

25  assembled  hinge  in  the  condition  in  which  the 
temple  is  open; 
figure  4  is  a  view  of  a  first  step  of  the  closure  of 
the  temple; 
figure  5  is  a  view  of  a  second  step  of  the 

30  closure  of  the  temple; 
figure  6  is  a  view  of  a  third  step  of  the  closure  of 
the  temple; 
figure  7  is  a  rear  view  of  a  pair  of  eyeglasses  in 
which  the  temple  has  been  closed  and  then 

35  rotated  with  respect  to  normal  use; 
figure  8  is  a  side  view  of  a  pair  of  eyeglasses  in 
which  the  temple  is  open; 
figures  9,  10,  11,  and  12  are  views,  similar  to 
figure  2,  of  other  embodiments  of  the  hinge, 

40  including  the  possibility  of  allowing  the  support 
to  rotate; 
figure  13  is  a  lateral  perspective  view  of  a  pair 
of  eyeglasses; 
figure  14  is  a  detail  view  of  the  direct  connection 

45  of  the  support  on  the  lens; 
figure  15  is  a  perspective  view  of  a  pair  of 
eyeglasses,  wherein  the  invention  is  used  to 
connect  two  lenses  to  allow  to  fold  the  front; 
figure  16  is  a  sectional  view,  taken  along  the 

50  plane  XVI-XVI  of  figure  15. 
With  reference  to  the  above  figures,  the  refer- 

ence  numeral  1  designates  the  hinge  for  eye- 
glasses  2  which  comprise  pivotally  interconnected 
members  including  temples  3  and  a  front  portion 

55  having  a  single  lens  or  two  lenses  4. 
The  hinge  1  is  constituted  by  at  least  one 

shaped  element,  i.e.,  a  spherical  element  5  which 
has  means  for  detachable  connection  to  the  tem- 
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pies;  said  means  constituted  by  at  least  one  tab  6, 
which  is  essentially  T-shaped  or  L-shaped,  has  a 
base  7  whose  thickness  tapers  so  as  to  form  a 
wedge-like  element,  and  is  detachably  associable 
at  a  complementarily  shaped  first  seat  8  formed  at 
one  end  of  the  temple  3. 

The  spherical  element  5  is  in  turn  detachably 
associable  with  a  support  9  which  has  a  suitable 
second  seat  10  that  is  shaped  complementarily  to 
said  spherical  element. 

The  support  9  is  in  turn  detachably  associable 
at  a  front  11  and  has  temporary  engagement 
means  which  are  constituted  by  four  arms  12  that 
can  be  compressed  elastically  and  allow  the  snap- 
together  insertion  of  said  support  9  within  a  com- 
plementarily  shaped  third  seat  13  formed  at  one 
end  of  said  front  1  1  . 

Both  the  support  9  and  the  front  11  have,  at 
the  axis  of  the  tab  6  that  protrudes  from  the  spheri- 
cal  element  5,  a  pair  of  grooves,  designated  by  the 
reference  numeral  14,  that  allow  to  correctly  place 
the  temple  3  in  the  closed  and  open  conditions,  as 
shown  in  figures  3  and  6. 

As  an  alternative,  the  connection  between  the 
support  9  and  the  front  11  can  occur  in  a  snap- 
together  manner,  by  virtue  of  suitable  engagement 
and  securing  means  constituted  by  wings  30  which 
protrude  from  the  arms  12  and  are  detachably 
associable  at  complementarily  shaped  openings  31 
which  are  formed  laterally  with  respect  to  the  sup- 
port  11  and  are  connected  to  the  third  seat  13. 

Means  for  preventing  the  excessive  opening  of 
the  temple  3  beyond  the  active  position  shown  in 
figure  1  are  furthermore  provided  and  are  con- 
stituted  by  a  first  tooth  15  which  protrudes  trans- 
versely  at  the  end  of  the  front  11  located  away 
from  the  lens  4  and  can  abut  at  a  complementarily 
shaped  recess  16,  which  is  formed  transversely  at 
the  end  of  the  temple  3. 

This  shape  allows,  starting  from  the  condition 
shown  in  figure  3,  in  which  the  temple  is  open,  to 
first  rotate  said  temple  through  90°  with  respect  to 
the  plane  of  the  front  11  and  then,  as  shown  in 
figures  5  and  6,  to  rotate  said  temple  through  180° 
with  respect  to  a  plane  that  lies  approximately 
parallel  to  the  front  1  1  ,  and  then  to  fold  the  temple 
towards  said  front  11  so  as  to  allow,  as  shown  in 
figures  1  and  7,  optimum  storage  of  said  temple  to 
put  the  pair  of  eyeglasses  away  easily. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  elastic  deformation  of 
the  components  of  the  various  embodiments  of  the 
hinge  described  herein,  permits  interconnection  of 
the  various  components  of  the  hinge  e.g.,  insertion 
of  the  tab  6  into  the  first  seat  8,  insertion  of  the 
shaped  element  5  into  the  second  seat  10,  and 
insertion  of  the  support  9  into  the  third  seat  13. 

It  has  thus  been  observed  that  the  invention 
has  achieved  the  intended  aim  and  objects,  since 

the  hinge  is  structurally  very  simple  and  therefore 
can  be  correctly  and  quickly  assembled  to  the 
various  components  of  the  pair  of  eyeglasses  even 
without  having  particular  tools  available. 

5  This  hinge  also  allows  to  couple  different  ma- 
terials,  and  it  is  furthermore  possible  to  store  the 
pair  of  eyeglasses  in  compact  containers  when  the 
temple  is  closed. 

Figures  9  and  10  illustrate  two  further  embodi- 
io  ments  of  the  hinge  101  which  is  constituted  by  at 

least  one  cylindrical  element  105  from  which  at 
least  one  tab  106  protrudes  along  a  generatrix:  said 
tab  is  essentially  T-shaped  or  L-shaped,  and  the 
thickness  of  its  base  107  tapers  to  form  a  wedge- 

15  like  element;  said  tab  is  detachably  associable  at  a 
suitable  and  complementarily  shaped  first  seat  108 
formed  at  one  end  of  the  temple  103. 

The  cylindrical  element  105  is  in  turn  de- 
tachably  associable  with  a  support  109  which  is 

20  essentially  shaped  like  a  truncated  pyramid  or  a 
cylinder  and  has  a  second  seat  110  which  is 
shaped  complementarily  to  said  cylindrical  element 
105  and  allows  to  temporarily  connect  it  and  to 
rotate  it. 

25  The  support  109  is  in  turn  detachably  asso- 
ciable  at  a  front  111  and  has  temporary  engage- 
ment  means  which  are  constituted  by  four  arms 
112  that  can  be  compressed  elastically  and  allow 
the  snap-together  insertion  of  said  support  109 

30  within  a  suitable  complementarily  shaped  third  seat 
113  which  is  formed  at  one  end  of  said  front  111. 

Both  the  support  109  and  the  front  111  have,  at 
the  axis  of  the  tab  106  that  protrudes  from  the 
cylindrical  element  105,  a  pair  of  grooves,  des- 

35  ignated  by  the  reference  numeral  114,  to  allow  the 
correct  positioning  of  the  temple  103  in  the  closed 
and  open  conditions. 

These  solutions,  too,  include  means  that  pre- 
vent  the  excessive  opening  of  the  temple  103  be- 

40  yond  its  active  position;  said  means  are  constituted 
by  a  first  tooth  115  that  protrudes  transversely  at 
the  end  of  the  front  1  1  1  located  away  from  the  lens 
and  can  abut  at  a  complementarily  shaped  recess 
116  formed  transversely  with  respect  to  the  end  of 

45  the  temple  103. 
This  shape  allows,  starting  from  the  condition 

in  which  the  temple  is  open,  to  rotate  said  temple 
through  90°  with  respect  to  the  plane  of  the  front 
111  in  order  to  place  it  adjacent  to  the  lens  and 

50  allow  the  support  to  rotate  freely. 
Figure  1  1  illustrates  another  embodiment  of  the 

hinge  201,  constituted  by  at  least  one  connecting 
element  205  which  is  preferably  cylindrical;  two 
spherical  elements  217a  and  217b  are  rigidly  coup- 

55  led  with  the  ends  of  said  connecting  element  and 
are  detachably  associable  with  a  first  support  209a 
and  with  a  second  support  209b,  which  are  essen- 
tially  shaped  like  a  truncated  pyramid  or  a  cylinder; 

3 
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said  first  and  second  supports  have  a  second  seat 
210a  and  210b  which  is  shaped  complementarily 
with  respect  to  said  spherical  element  217b  and 
allows  its  temporary  connection,  optionally  in  a 
snap-together  manner. 

The  second  support  209b  can  in  turn  be  de- 
tachably  located  at  complementarily  shaped  first 
seats  208a  and  208b  which  are  formed  at  one  end 
of  the  temple  203;  said  first  seats  are  arranged 
sequentially  with  respect  to  each  other  to  allow  the 
desired  arrangement  of  said  first  support. 

The  second  support  209a  is  in  turn  detachably 
associable  at  suitable  and  complementarily  shaped 
third  seats  213a  and  213b  formed  at  one  end  of  the 
front  21  1  . 

Both  the  first  support  and  the  second  support 
have  temporary  engagement  means  which  are  con- 
stituted  by  four  elastically  compressible  arms 
which  allow  the  snap-together  insertion  of  said  first 
and  second  supports  within  said  third  seats. 

The  supports  209a  and  209b,  the  front  211, 
and  the  temple  203  have,  at  the  axis  of  the  cylin- 
drical  element  205,  grooves  to  allow  the  passage  of 
said  cylindrical  element. 

Also  in  these  solutions  there  are  means  to 
prevent  the  excessive  opening  of  the  temple  203 
beyond  its  active  position;  said  means  are  con- 
stituted  by  a  first  tooth  215  which  protrudes  trans- 
versely  from  the  end  of  the  front  21  1  located  away 
from  the  lens  and  can  abut  at  a  complementarily 
shaped  recess  216  formed  transversely  at  the  end 
of  the  temple  203. 

Figure  12  illustrates  a  further  embodiment  of 
the  hinge  301  which  is  constituted  by  at  least  one 
cylindrical  element  305  from  which  at  least  one  tab 
306  protrudes  radially  along  a  generatrix;  said  tab 
is  essentially  T-shaped  or  L-shaped,  and  the  thick- 
ness  of  its  base  307  tapers  to  form  a  wedge-like 
element;  said  tab  is  detachably  associable  at  a 
complementarily  shaped  first  seat  308  which  is 
formed  at  one  end  of  the  temple  303. 

The  spherical  element  305  is  in  turn  detachab- 
ly  associable  with  a  support  309  which  is  essen- 
tially  C-shaped  and  has  wings  332a  and  332b  that 
can  be  slidingly  associated  at  complementarily 
shaped  guides  333a  and  333b  formed  laterally  with 
respect  to  a  protrusion  334  that  extends  from  the 
front  311,  as  shown  in  figure  12. 

The  support  309  has,  at  the  surface  of  the  base 
335  that  joins  the  wings  332a  and  332b  and  is 
directed  towards  the  protrusion  334,  a  second  seat 
310a  that  accommodates  said  spherical  element 
305  together  with  an  additional  seat  310b  which  is 
formed  on  said  protrusion. 

The  support  309  is  thus  detachably  associable 
at  the  front  31  1  . 

The  protrusion  334  furthermore  has  a  groove 
314  at  the  axis  of  the  tab  306  that  protrudes  from 

the  cylindrical  element  305. 
Means  are  also  provided  to  prevent  excessive 

opening  of  the  temple  303  beyond  its  active  posi- 
tion;  said  means  are  constituted  by  a  first  tooth  315 

5  that  protrudes  transversely  at  the  end  of  the  front 
31  1  located  away  from  the  lens  and  can  abut  at  a 
complementarily  shaped  recess  316  formed  trans- 
versely  at  the  end  of  the  temple  303. 

Figures  13  and  14  illustrate  another  embodi- 
io  ment  of  the  hinge  401  which  is  constituted  by  at 

least  one  spherical  element  405,  from  which  at 
least  one  tab  406  protrudes  radially  along  a 
generatrix;  said  tab  is  essentially  T-shaped  or  L- 
shaped,  and  the  thickness  of  its  base  407  tapers  to 

is  form  a  wedge-like  element;  said  tab  is  detachably 
associable  at  a  complementarily  shaped  first  seat 
formed  at  one  end  of  the  temple  403. 

The  spherical  element  405  is  in  turn  detachab- 
ly  associable  with  a  support  409  which  is  essen- 

20  tially  T-shaped:  its  stem  435  is  shaped  like  a 
truncated  cone  or  a  cylinder  and  has  arms  412  that 
are  flexible  to  allow  their  snap-together  insertion 
within  a  suitable  hole  436  formed  at  one  end  of  the 
lens  404  so  as  to  optionally  allow  the  support  409 

25  to  rotate. 
The  stem  435  of  the  support  409  in  fact  has  a 

second  seat  410  which  is  shaped  complementarily 
to  said  cylindrical  element  405  and  allows  its  tem- 
porary  connection. 

30  The  connection  of  the  support  409  to  the  lens 
404  is  allowed  by  the  abutting  interaction  of  the 
head  437  and  the  stem  435  of  said  support  with 
said  lens. 

As  shown  in  figures  15  and  16,  it  is  possible  to 
35  use  two  supports  409a  and  409b  which  are  respec- 

tively  detachably  associated  at  a  lens  404a  and 
404b  and  are  mutually  joined  by  means  of  a  cylin- 
drical  element  405;  two  spherical  elements  417a 
and  417b  are  rigidly  coupled  to  the  ends  of  said 

40  cylindrical  element  and  are  detachably  associable 
with  said  two  supports  409a  and  409b. 

An  optimum  temporary  connection  between  the 
lenses  of  a  frame  is  thus  obtained,  allowing  to 
rapidly  replace  said  lenses  and  to  perform  a  rota- 

45  tion  that  arranges  them  approximately  on  a  same 
plane  for  easy  storage. 

The  materials  and  the  dimensions  that  con- 
stitute  the  individual  components  of  the  structure 
may  naturally  be  the  most  pertinent  according  to 

50  the  specific  requirements. 
Where  technical  features  mentioned  in  any 

claim  are  followed  by  reference  signs,  those  refer- 
ence  signs  have  been  included  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose  of  increasing  the  intelligibility  of  the  claims 

55  and  accordingly  such  reference  signs  do  not  have 
any  limiting  effect  on  the  scope  of  each  element 
identified  by  way  of  example  by  such  reference 
signs. 

4 
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Claims 

1.  Hinge  for  eyeglasses  which  include  two  tem- 
ples  and  a  front,  characterized  in  that  it  com- 
prises  at  least  one  shaped  element  which  is 
associated  or  detachably  associable  with  said 
temple  and  with  at  least  one  lens  or  with  a 
support  which  in  turn  is  associated,  or  de- 
tachably  associable,  with  said  front  or  with  part 
of  it  or  with  said  at  least  one  lens. 

2.  Hinge  according  to  claim  1,  characterized  in 
that  said  shaped  element  has  a  configuration 
selected  from  among  a  spherical,  a  cylindrical, 
and  a  polyhedral  configuration,  and  in  that  said 
support  has  at  least  one  seat,  which  is  shaped 
complementarily  with  respect  to  said  shaped 
element,  and  means  for  temporarily  engaging 
said  shaped  element. 

3.  Hinge  according  to  claim  2,  characterized  in 
that  said  shaped  element  comprises  at  least 
one  spherical  element  having  means  for  de- 
tachable  connection  to  said  temples,  said 
means  being  constituted  by  at  least  one  tab 
which  is  essentially  T-shaped  or  L-shaped,  has 
a  base  whose  thickness  tapers  so  as  to  form  a 
wedge-like  element,  and  is  detachably  asso- 
ciable  at  a  complementarily  shaped  first  seat 
formed  at  one  end  of  said  temples. 

4.  Hinge  according  to  claim  3,  characterized  in 
that  said  spherical  or  cylindrical  or  polyhedral 
element  is  detachably  associable  with  at  least 
one  support  which  has  a  suitable  second  seat 
that  is  shaped  complementarily  with  respect  to 
said  element,  said  support  being  detachably 
associable  at  the  front  or  at  the  temple  or  at 
the  end  of  a  lens  or  at  the  ends  of  two  mutu- 
ally  adjacent  lenses. 

5.  Hinge  according  to  claim  4,  characterized  in 
that  said  support  has  temporary  engagement 
means  which  are  constituted  by  four  elastically 
compressible  arms  which  allow  the  snap-to- 
gether  insertion  of  said  support  within  one  or 
more  suitable  and  complementarily  shaped 
third  seats  formed  at  one  end  of  said  front  or 
of  said  temple  or  of  the  end  of  said  lens  or  at 
the  ends  of  said  two  mutually  adjacent  lenses. 

6.  Hinge  according  to  claim  5,  characterized  in 
that  said  at  least  one  support  and/or  front 
and/or  temple  have,  at  the  axis  of  said  tab  that 
protrudes  from  said  spherical  or  cylindrical  or 
polyhedral  element,  at  least  one  pair  of 
grooves  that  allow  to  correctly  locate  said  tem- 
ples  in  the  closed  and  open  conditions. 

7.  Hinge  according  to  claim  6,  characterized  in 
that  it  comprises  engagement  and  securing 
means  which  are  constituted  by  at  least  one 
wing  that  protrudes  from  said  arms  and  is 

5  detachably  associable  at  complementarily 
shaped  openings  which  are  formed  laterally  to 
said  support  or  temple  and  are  connected  to 
said  one  or  more  third  seats. 

io  8.  Hinge  according  to  claim  6,  characterized  in 
that  it  comprises  means  for  snap-together  con- 
nection  between  said  at  least  one  support  and 
said  temple  or  front  or  lens. 

is  9.  Hinge  according  to  claim  8,  characterized  in 
that  it  comprises  means  for  preventing  the 
excessive  opening  of  said  temples  beyond  the 
normal  active  position,  said  means  being  con- 
stituted  by  a  first  tooth,  which  protrudes  trans- 

20  versely  at  the  end  of  said  front  that  is  located 
away  from  said  lens  and  abuts  at  a  com- 
plementarily  shaped  recess  formed  transverse- 
ly  at  the  end  of  said  temples. 

25  10.  Hinge  according  to  one  or  more  of  the  preced- 
ing  claims,  characterized  in  that  it  comprises  at 
least  one  cylindrical  element  from  which  said 
at  least  one  tab  protrudes  radially  along  a 
generatrix,  said  tab  being  detachably  asso- 

30  ciable  at  said  complementarily  shaped  first 
seat  formed  at  one  end  of  said  temple. 

11.  Hinge  according  to  one  or  more  of  the  preced- 
ing  claims,  characterized  in  that  said  at  least 

35  one  support  is  essentially  shaped  like  a  trun- 
cated  pyramid  or  a  cylinder  and  can  be  de- 
tachably  placed  within  said  complementarily 
shaped  second  seat. 

40  12.  Hinge  according  to  one  or  more  of  the  preced- 
ing  claims,  characterized  in  that  it  comprises  at 
least  one  connecting  element,  two  spherical 
elements  being  rigidly  coupled  to  its  ends  and 
being  detachably  associable  with  a  first  sup- 

45  port  and  with  a  second  support  which  are 
essentially  shaped  like  a  truncated  pyramid  or 
a  cylinder,  said  first  and  second  supports  hav- 
ing  a  suitable  second  seat  which  is  shaped 
complementarily  with  respect  to  said  spherical 

50  elements  and  allows  their  temporary  connec- 
tion,  optionally  in  a  snap-together  manner. 

13.  Hinge  according  to  claim  12,  characterized  in 
that  at  least  one  of  said  supports  can  be  de- 

55  tachably  arranged  at  suitable  and  complemen- 
tarily  shaped  first  seats  formed  at  one  end  of 
said  temples,  said  first  seats  being  arranged 
sequentially  with  respect  to  each  other  to  allow 

5 
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the  selective  arrangement  of  said  first  support. 

14.  Hinge  according  to  claim  13,  characterized  in 
that  the  other  one  of  said  supports  is  de- 
tachably  associable  at  suitable  and  comple-  5 
mentarily  shaped  third  seats  formed  at  one 
end  of  said  front. 

15.  Hinge  according  to  claim  14,  characterized  in 
that  said  supports,  said  front,  and  said  temple  10 
have,  at  the  axis  of  said  cylindrical  element, 
suitable  grooves  to  allow  the  passage  of  said 
cylindrical  element. 

16.  Hinge  according  to  one  or  more  of  the  preced-  is 
ing  claims,  characterized  in  that  said  at  least 
one  support  is  essentially  C-shaped,  its  wings 
being  slidingly  associable  at  complementarily 
shaped  guides  formed  laterally  with  respect  to 
a  protrusion  that  extends  from  said  front.  20 

17.  Hinge  according  to  claim  16,  characterized  in 
that  said  at  least  one  support  has,  at  the  sur- 
face  of  the  base  that  connects  said  wings  and 
is  directed  towards  said  protrusion,  a  second  25 
seat  that  is  suitable  to  accommodate,  together 
with  a  further  seat  formed  on  said  protrusion, 
said  cylindrical  or  spherical  element. 

18.  Hinge  according  to  claim  17,  characterized  in  30 
that  said  protrusion  has,  at  the  axis  of  said  tab 
that  protrudes  from  said  cylindrical  or  spherical 
element,  a  suitable  groove  that  also  allows  said 
temple  to  rotate. 

35 
19.  Hinge  according  to  one  or  more  of  the  preced- 

ing  claims,  characterized  in  that  said  at  least 
one  support  is  essentially  T-shaped,  with  a 
stem  that  is  shaped  like  a  truncated  cone  or  a 
cylinder  with  arms  that  are  flexible  for  their  40 
snap-together  insertion  within  at  least  one  suit- 
able  hole  formed  at  one  end  of  said  lens  or  at 
the  ends  of  two  mutually  adjacent  lenses  to 
allow  the  optional  rotation  of  said  support,  the 
temporary  connection  being  ensured  by  the  45 
abutting  interaction  of  the  head  and  of  said 
stem  of  said  support  with  the  surface  of  said 
lens  or  lenses. 

20.  Hinge  for  eyeglasses  of  the  type  comprising  so 
pivotally  interconnected  members  including  a 
front  having  at  least  one  lens  and  two  temples 
each  having  an  end  portion  hingedly  connect- 
ed  to  said  front,  said  hinge  comprising  first 
connection  means  including  a  shaped  element  55 
for  connection  to  one  of  said  members,  said 
shaped  element  having  a  three-dimensional 
configuration,  and  second  connection  means 

including  support  means  for  connection  to  an- 
other  one  of  said  members,  said  support 
means  including  a  seat  having  a  three-dimen- 
sional  configuration  corresponding  to  said 
three-dimensional  configuration  of  said  shaped 
element,  said  shaped  element  being  at  least 
partially  accommodated  in  and  detachably 
connected  to  said  seat  of  said  support  means. 

6 
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