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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a light source
apparatus for use in an optical apparatus such as an
image projection apparatus, an exposure apparatus, and
a copier, and more particularly, to a cooling structure in
a light source apparatus.
[0002] An arc tube as in an ultrahigh pressure mercury
lamp is used in a light source for use in an optical appa-
ratus as described above. When such an arc tube is used,
a cover member (an explosion-proof member) made of
a light-transmissive material such as glass is disposed
in front thereof in order to prevent any breakage of the
arc tube from scattering its fragments or mercury outside.
Thus, the inner side of a reflector for reflecting light from
a light emitter in a predetermined direction to collect the
reflected light is an almost sealed structure such that the
heat of the arc tube serving as a heat source is not ex-
hausted easily.
[0003] On the other hand, to increase the operating
pressure of the arc tube to allow the arc tube to offer
desired light emitting performance, the temperature of
the arc tube needs to be increased. However, too high a
temperature of the arc tube cannot guarantee operation
thereof over a long time. In other words, unless the tem-
perature of the arc tube is maintained in an appropriate
range, a devitrification phenomenon of the arc tube oc-
curs such as blackening and whitening or the operation
is destabilized. It is thus necessary to perform proper
cooling for the arc tube (see Japanese Patent Laid-Open
No. 8(1996)-314011 and Japanese Patent Laid-Open No
2002-245842).
[0004] In a cooling structure disclosed in Japanese
Patent Laid-Open No. 8(1996)-314011, an exhaust fan
is provided at the back of a lamp unit, and air is introduced
from an upper front portion of the lamp unit and exhausted
outside a housing from a lower portion of the lamp unit
through an exhaust port provided for the housing.
[0005] In a cooling structure disclosed in Japanese
Patent Laid-Open No 2002-245842, air in a lamp con-
tainer is exhausted by a blower provided at the back of
the lamp to flow air for cooling in the lamp container. Part
of the air for cooling in the lamp container flows into a
reflector of the lamp unit from an air inlet formed in the
front of the lamp body, passes through the reflector, and
is exhausted from an air outlet formed in a neck portion
of the reflector.
[0006] In the cooling structure proposed in Japanese
Patent Laid-Open No. 8(1996)-314011, however, cooling
wind smoothly flows near an opening of the reflector, but
does not easily reach an arc tube provided near a neck
portion of the reflector. This causes the problem of poor
efficiency in cooling the arc tube.
[0007] In the cooling structure disclosed in Japanese
Patent Laid-Open No. 2002-245842, the exhaust hole
provided between the neck portion of the reflector and
the arc tube is close to the portion where the arc tube is
attached to the reflector, so that it is not possible to form

a sufficient opening for the exhaust hole which is provided
for exhausting high-temperature air stored within the re-
flector. Thus, the structure has the problem of poor effi-
ciency in cooling the arc tube.
[0008] While the cooling efficiency can be improved
by increasing the revolutions of the exhaust fan or the
size of the exhaust fan, noise or the size of the entire
apparatus may be increased in such a case.
[0009] The ultrahigh pressure mercury lamp is formed
of an arc tube which has a cathode and a anode disposed
opposite to each other in a glass tube which is filled with
gas and mercury, a reflector having a reflecting mirror
for changing light from the arc tube into collimated light,
and an attaching member for attaching the arc tube to
the reflector.
[0010] As shown in Fig. 16, a generally cylindrical arc
tube 901 is typically fixed to a reflector 902 via an attach-
ing member 903. Specifically, the arc tube 901 is placed
at the center of the reflector 902 and fixed to the attaching
member 903 such that the focal point of the surface form-
ing the reflecting mirror within the reflector 902 matches
a light-emitting portion of the arc tube 901. This can pro-
vide collimated light with high efficiency in collecting light.
[0011] The arc tube 901 has a spherical portion (the
light-emitting portion) 901a, a cathode seal portion 901b,
an anode seal portion 901c, and a brace welding portion
901d. Cooling conditions (recommended temperature
ranges) are set for the respective portions such as a tem-
perature range from 900 to 1000C° above the spherical
portion 901a, a range of 900 � 20C° below the spherical
portion 901a, and a range of 420 C° or lower in the cath-
ode and anode seal portions 901b and 901c, by way of
example.
[0012] For this reason, a conventionally disclosed
structure is formed to supply wind near the opening of
the reflector to cool the arc tube as in Japanese Patent
Laid-Open No. 2000-82322. Specifically, as shown in
Fig. 16, wind is supplied from an intake port 904 near the
opening of the reflector and flowed along the reflecting
surface of the reflector 902, and the air which cooled the
spherical portion 901a is exhausted from an exhaust port
905 closer to the attaching member 903.
[0013] Japanese Patent Laid-Open No 2000-21230
has disclosed a structure in which air is supplied from a
portion closer to an attaching member 903 at the back
of a reflector 902 to cool an arc tube 901 as shown in
Fig. 17.
[0014] To use a discharge lamp for a long time and
provide stable emission of light, it is essential not only to
realize a cooling structure which cools the high pressure
mercury discharge lamp such that each portion of the
high pressure mercury discharge lamp is operated in the
recommended temperature range but also to ensure that
mercury is adhered to a cathode when the lamp is lit.
[0015] In view of those points, while the structure dis-
closed in Japanese Patent Laid-Open No 2000-82322
sufficiently cools the anode seal portion 901c closer to
the leading end of the arc tube 901, the spherical portion
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901a is at the highest temperature in the arc tube 901
and the wind after it cools the spherical portion 901a is
at high temperature with reduced cooling ability. It is dif-
ficult for such wind to sufficiently cool the cathode seal
portion 901b closer to the attaching member. For exam-
ple, when the cathode is disposed closer to the attaching
member, the cathode seal portion 901b may be at high
temperature to melt and break the metal portion.
[0016] In addition, since a reduction in temperature in
the cathode seal portion is slower than that in the anode
seal portion and the spherical portion, liquid mercury
changed from the solid state does not adhere to the cath-
ode but adheres to the anode or a glass wall surface of
the spherical portion, the temperature of which is reduced
below the boiling point.
[0017] Consequently, the cathode is exposed when
the lamp is lit next, and the abovementioned phenome-
non is repeated to sputter the cathode, which easily caus-
es the phenomenon of blacking. In other words, the life
of the lamp is reduced.
[0018] In the structure disclosed in Japanese Paten
Laid-Open No. 2000-21230, when the anode is disposed
at the back of the reflector, it is difficult to cool the cathode
since it is downwind of the cooling wind. Mercury is un-
likely to adhere to the cathode in cooldown after the lamp
is turned off, resulting in the blacking phenomenon. In
contrast, when the cathode is disposed at the back of the
reflector, the temperature of the cathode is first reduced
after the lamp is turned off since it is upwind. The con-
densed mercury can adhere to the cathode to achieve
an ideal state.
[0019] In the structure, however, the air is supplied
from the back of the reflector with a narrow opening, so
that a significant amount of pressure is lost when the air
passes through an intake port 905. This leads to the prob-
lem of failing to supply cooling wind enough to cool the
spherical portion 901a of the arc tube 901 if a high-power
lamp is used.
[0020] US 2001/021006 A1 discloses a lamp house
for appropriately preventing danger when a lamp bulb
breaks up. EP 0 985 875 A discloses a light source unit
which has a discharge lamp located in a differential pres-
sure passage system. EP 0 526 653 A discloses a pro-
jector for synthesizing and projecting an image of three
primary colors formed by liquid-crystal light bulbs. US
6,481,854 discloses a projection type display apparatus
that has liquid crystal panels with polarizers, a light
source, a power supply, and a ballast. US 2004/085768
A1 discloses a reflecting-mirror-equipped lamp including
a high pressure discharge lamp and a reflecting mirror.
[0021] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a light source apparatus which allows effective cooling
of an arc tube even with a small amount of wind, an optical
apparatus, and an image projection apparatus which em-
ploy the light source apparatus.
[0022] This object is achieved by the light source ap-
paratus of claim 1, the optical apparatus of claim 10, and
the image projection apparatus of claim 11.

[0023] The other claims relate to further develop-
ments.
[0024] Further object and features of the present in-
vention will become apparent from the following detailed
description of preferred embodiments with reference to
the attached drawings.

Fig. 1 is an exploded perspective view showing an
image projection apparatus which has a light source
apparatus which is Embodiment 1 of the present in-
vention.
Fig. 2 shows the optical structure of the image pro-
jection apparatus in Embodiment 1.
Fig. 3 is an exploded perspective view showing the
light source apparatus of Embodiment 1.
Fig. 4 is a section view showing the light source ap-
paratus of Embodiment 1.
Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing the light source
apparatus of Embodiment 1.
Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing a light source
apparatus which is Embodiment 2 of the present in-
vention.
Fig. 7 shows the bottom of the light source apparatus
of Embodiment 2.
Fig. 8 is a section view showing a light source appa-
ratus which is Embodiment 3 of the present inven-
tion.
Fig. 9 is an exploded perspective view showing a
light source apparatus which is Embodiment 4 of the
present invention.
Fig. 10 is an explanatory diagram showing the flow
of cooling wind within the light source apparatus in
Embodiment 4.
Fig. 11 is an explanatory diagram showing the flow
of cooling wind within the light source apparatus in
Embodiment 4.
Fig. 12 is a graph of temperature changes for show-
ing the effects of Embodiment 4.
Fig. 13 is an exploded perspective view showing a
light source apparatus in Embodiment 5 of the
present invention.
Fig. 14 is an exploded perspective view showing a
light source apparatus in Embodiment 6.
Fig. 15 is an explanatory diagram showing the struc-
ture of a mercury discharge lamp used in Embodi-
ments 1 to 6.
Fig. 16 is a diagram for explaining a prior art.
Fig. 17 is a diagram for explaining a prior art.

[0025] Preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion will hereinafter be described with reference to the
drawings.

General Structure

[0026] Fig. 1 shows the structure of an image projec-
tion apparatus (projector) which is an exemplary optical
apparatus and has a light source apparatus serving as
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Embodiment 1 of the present invention. In Fig. 1, refer-
ence numeral 1 shows a lamp unit, 2 a lamp holder which
holds the lamp unit 1, 3 an explosion-proof glass, and 4
a glass holder.
[0027] Reference character α shows an illumination
optical system which receives light from the lamp unit 1,
and β a color separation/combination optical system
which separates light emerging from the illumination op-
tical system α for colors and directs the light toward a
liquid crystal panel (an image forming device) for each
of three colors of R, G, and B.
[0028] Reference numeral 5 shows a projection lens
barrel which projects light emerging from the color sep-
aration/combination optical system β to a screen (a pro-
jected screen), not shown. A projection lens optical sys-
tem, later described, is housed in the projection lens bar-
rel 5.
[0029] Reference numeral 6 shows an optical box
which contains the lamp unit 1, the illumination optical
system α, and the color separation/combination optical
system β and to which the projection lens barrel 5 is fixed.
The optical box 6 has a lamp case portion 6a formed
thereon for surrounding the lamp unit 1.
[0030] Reference numeral 7 shows an optical box lid
which closes the optical box 6 with the illumination optical
system α and the color separation/combination optical
system β housed therein. Reference numeral 8 shows a
power source, 9 a power source filter, 10 a ballast power
source which lights the lamp unit 1, and 11 a circuit board
which controls the driving of the liquid crystal panel and
the lighting of the lamp unit 1 with power from the power
source 8.
[0031] Reference numeral 12 shows an optical system
cooling fan which takes air in from an intake port 21a of
an external cabinet 21, later described, to cool an optical
device such as the liquid crystal panel within the color
separation/combination optical system β, and 13 a fan
duct which directs cooling wind produced by the optical
system cooling fan 12 to the optical device such as the
liquid crystal panel within the color separation/combina-
tion optical system β.
[0032] Reference numeral 14 shows a lamp cooling
fan which blows cooling wind to the lamp unit 1 to cool
the lamp unit 1 and is disposed between the lamp unit 1
and the projection lens barrel 5.
[0033] Reference numeral 15 shows a fan holding
member which holds the lamp cooling fan 14. Reference
numeral 16 shows a fan holding plate, and 17 a power
source cooling fan which takes air in from an intake port
21b provided for the external cabinet 21, laterdescribed,
to circulate cooling wind within the power source 8, and
circulates wind in the ballast power source 10, thereby
simultaneously cooling the power source 8 and the bal-
last power source 10.
[0034] Reference numeral 18 shows an exhaust fan.
The exhaust fan 18 discharges hot wind after it is blown
from the lamp cooling fan 14 and passes the lamp unit 1
and hot wind after it cools the ballast power source 10

outside the image projection apparatus from an exhaust
port 24a formed in an external side plate 24, later de-
scribed.
[0035] Reference numeral 19 shows a lamp radiation
plate. Reference numeral 20 shows a lamp exhaust/light-
shielding mask which has the function of radiating heat
in the lamp unit 1 and the function as an air duct for trans-
mitting hot wind after it cooled the lamp 1 as well as the
function of shielding light such that light from the lamp
unit 1 is not leaked outside the apparatus.
[0036] Reference numeral 21 shows the external cab-
inet (an external lower case) which contains the optical
box 6 and the like and has the abovementioned intake
ports 21a and 21b formed therein. Reference numeral
22 shows an external cabinet lid (an external upper case)
for closing the external cabinet 21 with the optical box 6
and the like housed therein. Reference numeral 23
shows an external side plate disposed on the left when
viewed from the front of the projection lens barrel 5, and
24 the external side plate disposed on the right. The ex-
ternal side plate 24 has the abovementioned exhaust port
24a formed therein.
[0037] Reference numeral 25 shows a device cooling
fan for cooling optical devices such as a polarization de-
vice which constitute the color separation/combination
optical system β. The device cooling fan 25 blows air
from an intake port, not shown, of the external cabinet
21 to the abovementioned optical device through a duct
portion, not shown, formed in the external cabinet 21.
[0038] Reference numeral 26 shows an interface re-
inforcing plate which is attached inside the external side
plate 23. Reference numeral 27 shows an external radi-
ation plate which is attached to the lamp case 6a to ra-
diate heat from the lamp unit 1.
[0039] Reference numeral 28 shows a lamp lid. The
lamp lid 28 is provided removably on the bottom surface
of the external cabinet 21 and fixed thereto with springs,
not shown. Reference numeral 29 shows a set adjusting
leg which is fixed to the external cabinet 21 and is formed
such that the level of a leg portion 29a is adjustable. The
level adjustment of the leg portion 29a allows adjustment
of an inclination angle of the image projection apparatus.

Optical Structure

[0040] Next, description will be made of the structure
of an image display optical system formed of the above-
mentioned lamp unit 1, the illumination optical system α,
the color separation/combination optical system β, the
reflecting type liquid crystal display devices(liquid crystal
panels), and a projection lens optical system 70 in the
projection lens barrel 5 with reference to Fig. 2.
[0041] In Fig. 2, reference numeral 41 shows an arc
tube as in an ultrahigh pressure mercury lamp which
emits white light in a continuous spectrum, and 42 a re-
flector which reflects and collects the light from the arc
tube 41 in a predetermined direction. The arc tube 41
and reflector 42 constitute the lamp unit 1. Reference
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character γ shows an optical axis of an image projection
optical system which indicates the traveling direction of
the light from the lamp unit 1.
[0042] Reference numeral 43a shows a first cylinder
array which is formed of an array of lenses having a re-
fractive power in a direction perpendicular to the paper
of Fig. 2 (hereinafter referred to simply as a perpendicular
direction), 43b a second cylinder array which has an array
of lenses corresponding to the respective lenses of the
first cylinder array 43a.
[0043] Reference numeral 44 shows an ultraviolet ab-
sorbing filter, and 45 a polarization changing element
which changes non-polarized light into light polarized in
a predetermined direction.
[0044] Reference numeral 46 shows a front compres-
sor which is formed of a cylindrical lens having a refractive
power in a horizontal direction (a direction in the paper
of Fig. 2), and 47 a mirror which changes the direction
of the optical axis γ 90 degrees. Reference numeral 48
shows a condenser lens and 49 a rear compressor which
is formed of a cylindrical lens having a refractive power
in the horizontal direction. The abovementioned compo-
nents from the first cylinder array 43a to the rear com-
pressor 49 constitute the illumination optical system α.
[0045] Reference numeral 58 shows a dichroic mirror
which reflects light in a wavelength region of blue (B) and
red (R) and transmits light in a wavelength region of green
(G) . Reference numeral 59 shows an incident-side po-
larizing plate for green which is formed by attaching a
polarization element to a transparent substrate and trans-
mits only s-polarized light. Reference numeral 60 shows
a first polarization beam splitter which transmits p-polar-
ized light and reflects s-polarized light and has a polari-
zation splitting surface (a polarization splitting film) be-
tween a pair of triangular glass blocks.
[0046] Reference numerals 61R, 61G, and 61B show
a reflecting type liquid crystal display device for red, a
reflecting type liquid crystal display device for green, and
a reflecting type liquid crystal display device for blue, re-
spectively, each of which reflects incident light and per-
forms image modulation. The liquid crystal display de-
vices 61R, 61G, and 61B are connected to a driving circuit
110 for driving them. The driving circuit 110 is connected
to an image information supply apparatus 120 such as a
personal computer, DVD player, VCR, and a television
tuner. The driving circuit 110 receives video (image) in-
formation from the image information supply apparatus
120 and causes the liquid crystal display devices 61R,
61G, and 61B to form original images in accordance with
the video information.
[0047] Reference numerals 62R, 62G, and 62B show
a quarter-wave plate for red, a quarter-wave plate for
green, and a quarter-wave plate for blue, respectively.
Reference numeral 64 shows an incident-side polarizing
plate for green and blue which is formed by attaching a
polarizing element to a transparent substrate and trans-
mits only s-polarized light.
[0048] Reference numeral 65 shows a first color se-

lective phase difference plate which changes the polar-
ization direction of blue light 90 degrees and does not
change the polarization direction of red light. Reference
numeral 66 shows a second polarization beam splitter
which transmits p-polarized light and reflects s-polarized
light and has a polarization splitting surface (a polariza-
tion splitting film) between a pair of triangular glass
blocks. Reference numeral 67 shows a second color se-
lective phase difference plate which changes the polar-
ization direction of red light 90 degrees and does not
change the polarization direction of blue light.
[0049] Reference numeral 68 shows an emergence-
side polarizing plate (a polarization element) for red and
blue which transmits only s-polarized light. Reference
numeral 69 shows a third polarization beam splitter serv-
ing as a color combination optical member which trans-
mits p-polarized light and reflects s-polarized light and
has a polarization splitting surface (a polarization splitting
film) between a pair of triangular glass blocks.
[0050] The abovementioned components from the di-
chroic mirror 58 to the third polarization beam splitter 69
constitute the color separation/combination optical sys-
tem β.

Optical Effects

[0051] Next, the optical effects of the abovementioned
image display optical system will be described. Light
emitting from the arc tube 41 is reflected by the reflector
42 and collected in a predetermined direction. The re-
flector 42 has a parabolic shape, and the light from the
focal point of the parabolic surface is luminous flux gen-
erally in parallel with the axis of symmetry of the parabolic
surface. However, the source of the light from the arc
tube is not an ideal point source of light and has a finite
size, so that the collected luminous flux includes a large
amount of components of light not parallel with the axis
of symmetry of the parabolic surface. The luminous flux
is incident on the first cylinder array 43a.
[0052] The luminous flux incident on the first cylinder
array 43a is split and collected into a plurality of luminous
fluxes corresponding to the respective cylinder lenses in
band shape extending in the horizontal direction. The
plurality of luminous fluxes pass the second cylinder ar-
ray 43b via the ultraviolet absorbing filter 44 and are fo-
cused near the polarization changing element 45.
[0053] The polarization changing element 45 is formed
of a polarization splitting surface, a reflecting surface,
and a half-wave plate. The plurality of luminous fluxes
are incident on the polarization splitting surface corre-
sponding to the lines of the respective luminous fluxes
and are split into p-polarized light components to be
transmitted and s-polarized light components to be re-
flected. The reflected s-polarized light components are
reflected by the reflecting surface and emerge in the
same direction as the p-polarized light components. On
the other hand, the transmitted p-polarized light compo-
nents are transmitted through the half-wave plate and
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changed into polarized light components identical to the
s-polarized light components. Thus, the light compo-
nents polarized in the same direction emerge from the
polarization changing element 45.
[0054] The plurality of luminous fluxes after the polar-
ization change are reflected 90 degrees by the mirror 47
via the front compressor 46 and reach the condenser
lens 48 and the rear compressor 49. The front compres-
sor 46, condenser lens 48, and rear compressor 49 pro-
vide those optical effects to superimpose the rectangular
images of the abovementioned plurality of luminous flux-
es to form a uniform rectangular illumination area. The
reflecting type liquid crystal display devices 61R, 61G,
and 61B are disposed in the illumination area.
[0055] The light changed into s-polarized light by the
polarization changing element 45 is incident on the dich-
roic mirror 58. The dichroic mirror 58 reflects light of blue
(at wavelengths from 430 to 495 nm) and light of red (at
wavelength from 590 to 650 nm) and transmits light of
green (at wavelength from 505 to 580 nm).
[0056] Next, the optical path of green light (hereinafter
referred to as G light) will be described. The G light trans-
mitted through the dichroic mirror 58 is incident on the
incident-side polarizing plate 59. It should be noted that
the G light remains s-polarized light after the separation
by the dichroic mirror 58. After the G light emerges from
the incident-side polarizing plate 59, it is incident as s-
polarized light on the first polarization beam splitter 60,
reflected by a polarization splitting surface of the first po-
larization beam splitter 60, and reaches the reflecting
type liquid crystal display device 61G for G.
[0057] The reflecting type liquid crystal display device
61G for G performs image modulation of the G light and
reflects the light. Of the G light (reflected light) after the
image modulation, an s-polarized light component is
again reflected by the polarization splitting surface of the
first polarization beam splitter 60 and returned toward
the light source to be removed from light for projection.
On the other hand, of the G light after the image modu-
lation, a p-polarized light component is transmitted
through the polarization splitting surface of the first po-
larization beam splitter 60 and is directed as light for pro-
jection toward the third polarization beam splitter 69.
When all the polarized light components are changed
into s-polarized light (black is displayed), the lag axis of
the quarter-wave plate 62G provided between the first
polarization beam splitter 60 and the reflecting type liquid
crystal display device 61G for G can be adjusted in a
predetermined direction to reduce the influence of a dis-
turbed polarization state found in the first polarization
beam splitter 60 and the reflecting type liquid crystal dis-
play device 61G for G.
[0058] The G light emerging from the first polarization
beam splitter 60 is incident as p-polarized light on the
third polarization beam splitter 69, transmitted through a
polarization splitting surface of the third polarization
beam splitter 69, and reaches the projection lens optical
system 70.

[0059] Meanwhile, the light of red and the light of blue
(hereinafter referred to as R light and B light, respectively)
reflected by the dichroic mirror 58 are incident on the
incident-side polarizing plate 64. It should be noted that
the R light and B light remain s-polarized light after the
separation by the dichroic mirror 58. After the R light and
B light emerge from the incident-side polarizing plate 64,
they are incident on the first color selective phase differ-
ence plate 65. The first color selective phase difference
plate 65 has the function of rotating the polarization di-
rection of B light 90 degrees. This causes the B light and
R light to be incident on the second polarization beam
splitter 66 as p-polarized light and s-polarized light, re-
spectively. The R light incident as s-polarized light on the
second polarization beam splitter 66 is reflected by a po-
larization splitting surface of the second polarization
beam splitter 66 and reaches the reflecting type liquid
crystal display device 61R for R.
[0060] The B light incident as p-polarized light on the
second polarization beam splitter 66 is transmitted
through the polarization splitting surface of the second
polarization beam splitter 66 and reaches the reflecting
type liquid crystal display device 61B for B.
[0061] The R light incident on the reflecting type liquid
crystal display device 61R for R is subjected to image
modulation and reflected. Of the R light (reflected light)
after the image modulation, an s-polarized light compo-
nent is again reflected by the polarization splitting surface
of the second polarization beam splitter 66 and returned
toward the light source to be removed from light for pro-
jection. On the other hand, of the R light after the image
modulation, a p-polarized light component is transmitted
through the polarization splitting surface of the second
polarization beam splitter 66 and is directed as light for
projection toward the second color selective phase dif-
ference plate 67.
[0062] The B light incident on the reflecting type liquid
crystal display device 61B for B is subjected to image
modulation and reflected. Of the B light (reflected light)
after the image modulation, a p-polarized light compo-
nent is again transmitted by the polarization splitting sur-
face of the second polarization beam splitter 66 and re-
turned toward the light source to be removed from light
for projection. On the other hand, of the B light after the
image modulation, an s-polarized light component is re-
flected by the polarization splitting surface of the second
polarization beam splitter 66 and is directed as light for
projection toward the second color selective phase dif-
ference plate 67.
[0063] In this case, the lag axis of each of the quarter-
wave plates 62R and 62B provided between the second
polarization beam splitter 66 and the reflecting type liquid
crystal display devices 61R and 61B for R and B can be
adjusted to make an adjustment of display of black in
each of the R and B light as in the G light.
[0064] In the projection light of R and B combined into
one luminous flux and emerging from the second polar-
ization beam splitter 66, the polarization direction of the
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R light is rotated 90 degrees and changed into an s-po-
larized light component by the second color selective
phase difference plate 67, and the resulting light is ana-
lyzed by the emergence-side polarizing plate 68 and in-
cident on the third polarization beam splitter 69. The B
light is transmitted through the second color selective
phase difference plate 67 as s-polarized light without any
change, and the light is analyzed by the emergence-side
polarizing plate 68 and incident on the third polarization
beam splitter 69. The analysis by the emergence-side
polarizing plate 68 realizes the projection light of R and
B which excludes invalid components produced from the
transmission through the second polarization beam split-
ter 66, the reflecting type liquid crystal display devices
61R and 61B for R and B, and the quarter-wave plates
62R and 62B.
[0065] The projection light for R and B incident on the
third polarization beam splitter 69 is reflected by the po-
larization splitting surface of the third polarization beam
splitter 69 and combined with the abovementioned G light
transmitted through that polarization splitting surface.
The resulting light reaches the projection lens optical sys-
tem 70. Thus, the combined projection light for R, G, and
B is enlarged and projected on a projected surface such
as a screen by the projection lens optical system 70.
[0066] Since the optical paths described above are
used when the reflecting type liquid crystal display de-
vices operate for white display, description will hereinaf-
ter be made of the optical effects when the reflecting type
liquid crystal display devices operate for black display.
[0067] The optical path of the G light will be described
first. The G light (s-polarized light) transmitted through
the dichroic mirror 58 is incident on the incident-side po-
larizing plate 59. Then, the G light is incident on the first
polarization beam splitter 60, reflected by the polarization
splitting surface thereof, and reaches the reflecting type
liquid crystal display device 61G for G. However, the re-
flecting type liquid crystal display device 61G operates
for black display, the G light is reflected without image
modulation. As a result, the G light remains the s-polar-
ized light after it is reflected by the reflecting type liquid
crystal display device 61G, reflected again by the polar-
izing splitting surface of the first polarization beam splitter
60, transmitted through the incident-side polarizing plate
59, and returned toward the light source to be removed
from projection for light.
[0068] Next, the optical paths of the R light and B light
will be described. The R light and B light (s-polarized
light) reflected by the dichroic mirror 58 are incident on
the incident-side polarizing plate 64. After the R light and
B light emerge from the incident-side polarizing plate 64,
they are incident on the first color selective phase differ-
ence plate 65. The first color selective phase difference
plate 65 has the function of rotating only the polarization
direction of B light 90 degrees. This causes the B light
and R light to incident on the second polarization beam
splitter 66 as p-polarized light and s-polarized light, re-
spectively.

[0069] The R light incident as s-polarized light on the
second polarization beam splitter 66 is reflected by the
polarization splitting surface of the second polarization
beam splitter 66 and reaches the reflecting type liquid
crystal display device 61R for R. The Blightincident as p-
polarized light on the second polarization beam splitter
66 is transmitted through the polarization splitting surface
of the second polarization beam splitter 66 and reaches
the reflecting type liquid crystal display device 61B for B.
[0070] Since the reflecting type liquid crystal display
device 61R for R operates for black display, the R light
incident on the reflecting type liquid crystal display device
61R for R is reflected without imagemodulation. As a re-
sult, the R light remains the s-polarized light after it is
reflected by the reflecting type liquid crystal display de-
vice 61R for R, reflected again by the polarizing splitting
surface of the second polarization beam splitter 66, trans-
mitted through the incident-side polarizing plate 64, and
returned toward the light source to be removed from pro-
jection for light. In other words, black is displayed on the
projected surface.
[0071] On the other hand, since the B light incident on
the reflecting type liquid crystal display device 61B for B
is reflected without image modulation since the B light
incident on the reflecting type liquid crystal display device
61B for B operates for black display. Thus, the B light
remains the p-polarized light after it is reflected by the
reflecting type liquid crystal display device 61B for B,
transmitted again by the polarizing splitting surface of the
second polarization beam splitter 66, changed into s-po-
larized light by the first color selective phase difference
plate 65, transmitted through the incident-side polarizing
plate 64, and returned toward the light source to be re-
moved from projection for light.

Light Source Apparatus

[0072] Description will hereinafter be made of a cooling
structure of the light source apparatus in Embodiment 1
with reference to Figs 3 to 5. A light source apparatus 80
has the lamp unit 1, the lamp holder 2 which holds the
lamp unit 1, and elastic members 83, 84, and 85 which
are interposed between the lamp unit 1 and the lamp
holder 2. In addition, the light source apparatus 80 has
a lamp holder base 82 which has the structure mountable
on the lamp holder 2 and the optical box 6, the explosion-
proof glass 3 serving as a light-transmissive cover mem-
ber which is set in front of the lamp holder 2, and the
glass holder 4 for holding the explosion-proof glass 3 on
the lamp holder 2.
[0073] The lamp cooling fan 14 is disposed on the side
of the light source apparatus 80. The lamp cooling fan
14 is an axial fan. The fan holding member 15 provided
for holding the lamp cooling fan 14 has a fan duct 15a
formed integrally therein for blowing cooling wind into a
flow inlet 2a of the lamp holder 2.
[0074] The lamp unit 1 is formed of an arc tube 41 and
the reflector 42 . The arc tube 41 has a vessel portion 81
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serving as a light emitter disposed at the position of the
focal point of the reflector 42 and portions 81’ and 81’ ’
extending in the back and forth direction of the vessel
portion 81. The lamp unit 1 is housed in the lamp case
portion 6a (see Fig. 1) of the optical box 6.
[0075] The lamp holder 2 also serves as a wind-guiding
member referred to in the present invention. The flow
inlet 2a for taking the cooling wind in from the lamp cooling
fan 14 is formed on the side of the lamp holder 2 closer
to the lamp cooling fan 14 in a frame-shaped portion of
the lamp holder 2 ahead of the reflector 42 (that is, outside
a light-emergence opening of the reflector). The flow inlet
2a is provided with a louver 86 for taking the cooling wind
in from a direction generally perpendicular to the optical
axis γ shown by a dashed line in each of Figs. 4 and 5.
[0076] A wind-guiding wall portion 87 is formed in the
lamp holder 2 at a position generally opposite to the flow
inlet 2a on the side opposite to the side closer to the lamp
cooling fan 14 ahead of the reflector 42.
[0077] In other words, the flow inlet 2a and the wind-
guiding wall portion 87 are formed such that they extend
in parallel with the emergence optical axis γ of the reflec-
tor 42 (which matches the optical axis of the image pro-
jection optical system) opposite to each other across the
optical axis γ.
[0078] In addition, flow outlets 2b and 2c are formed
in an upper portion and a lower portion of the wind-guiding
wall portion 87 on the side of the lamp holder 2, respec-
tively, to discharge air at high temperature within the re-
flector 42.
[0079] In the structure described above, when the im-
age projection apparatus is powered on, the vessel por-
tion 81 of the arc tube 41 emits light to increase the tem-
perature of the lamp unit 1. This causes an increase in
temperature of the air between the lamp case portion 6a
(see Fig. 4) and the light source apparatus 80.
[0080] The power-on starts rotation of the lamp cooling
fan 14. Then, cooling wind from the lamp cooling fan 14
flows in through the fan duct 15a integrally formed in the
fan holding member 15 and the flow inlet 2a as shown
by arrows in Figs. 4 and 5. At this point, the cooling wind
is directed by the louver 86 such that it mainly flows in
the direction generally perpendicular to the optical axis
γ and is blown into the space surrounded by the reflector
42, the lamp holder 2, and the explosion-proof glass 3.
[0081] The cooling wind blown into that space in the
direction generally perpendicular to the optical axis γ is
guided toward the wind-guiding wall portion 87 while it
cools the explosion-proof glass 3 and the forward end
(81’) of the arc tube 41 as shown by arrows in Figs. 4
and 5. The cooling wind hitting the wind-guiding wall por-
tion 87 is prevented from flowing forward by the explo-
sion-proof glass 3, so that it flows backward toward the
inner side of the reflector 42, that is, the vessel 81. The
cooling wind is blown to and cools the vessel portion 81
which is the heat source, and it cools the inner surface
of the reflector 42 at the same time.
[0082] The cooling wind which cooled the inner surface

of the reflector 42 and the vessel portion 81 flows forward
along the portion of the inner side of the reflector 42 closer
to the flow inlet 2a as shown by arrows in Figs. 4 and 5.
The wind is then discharged outside the light source ap-
paratus 80 from the flow outlets 2b and 2c provided in
the upper and lower portions of the wind-guiding wall
portion 87 and discharged outside the optical box 6 from
an opening 6b formed in the lamp case portion 6a.
[0083] In this manner, according to Embodiment 1, the
cooling wind is forcedly directed by the wind-guiding wall
portion 87 (and the explosion-proof glass 3) toward the
vessel portion 81 in the reflector 42 and then discharged,
so that the vessel portion 81 which requires the most
appropriate cooling can be cooled efficiently.
[0084] In this case, since the direction of the series of
cooling wind flows from the flow inlet 2a toward the flow
outlets 2b and 2c is not quickly changed, the vessel por-
tion 81 can be cooled directly on a constant basis. In
other words, the vessel portion 81 can be cooled effi-
ciently with a small amount of wind, so that the revolutions
of the lamp cooling fan 14 can be set to a low level to
reduce the occurrence of noise. In addition, since the
lamp cooling fan 14 can be reduced in size, which con-
tributes toa reduction in size of the entire image projection
apparatus.
[0085] The cooling wind produced by the lamp cooling
fan 14 is blown from the opening 15b different from the
duct 15a toward the space between the lamp case portion
6a and the light source apparatus 80 and the outer sur-
face of the reflector 42 as shown by arrows in Figs. 4 and
5, and discharged outside the optical box 6 from the open-
ing 6b formed in the lamp case portion 6a.
[0086] This can prevent high-temperature air from be-
ing stored in the space between the lamp case portion
6a and the light source apparatus 80 and can achieve
efficient cooling of the reflector 42.
[0087] In this manner, after the cooling wind cools the
arc tube (vessel portion 81) and the inner and outer sur-
faces of the reflector 42, passes between the lamp case
portion 6a and the light source apparatus 80, and is dis-
charged outside the optical box 6 from the opening 6b
formed in the lamp case portion 6a, it is discharged out-
side the image projection apparatus from the exhaust
port 24a formed in the external side plate 24 by the ex-
haust fan 18 shown in Fig. 1.
[0088] The high-temperature air discharged from the
flow outlets 2b and 2c and the cooling wind at lower tem-
perature which cooled the outer surface of the reflector
42 and the like are discharged from the opening 6b
formed in the lamp case portion 6a, so that both are
stirred. Thus, the temperature of the air discharged out-
side the image projection apparatus by the exhaust fan
18 can be reduced.
[0089] In Embodiment 1, the lamp holder 2, the lamp
holder base 82, and the lamp case portion 6a (the optical
box 6) near the lamp unit 1 are made of a heat resistant/
flame retardant resin material such as polyphenylene
sulfide. In this case, the axial fan can be used as the lamp

13 14 



EP 1 638 323 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

cooling fan 14 as in Embodiment 1 to blow the cooling
wind to the resin material to prevent degradation due to
the heat, resulting in improved durability.
[0090] Next, description will be made in detail of the
reason for providing the two systems, that is, the system
for flowing the cooling wind from the flow inlet directly to
the flow outlet and the system for once blowing the cool-
ing wind to the wind-guiding wall portion and circulating
it in the reflector 42 before it is flowed out.
[0091] If only the system for flowing the cooling wind
from the flow inlet directly to the flow outlet is provided,
the main air flow is for discharging the high-temperature
air stored in the ref lector. Thus, the cooling wind is not
easily flowed along the vessel portion of the arc tube
which is the heat source, and the cooling efficiency tends
to reduce.
[0092] On the other hand, if only the system for blowing
the cooling wind to the wind-guiding wall portion and cir-
culating it before it is flowed out is provided, the cooling
wind is easily blown to the vessel portion, so that the
cooling efficiency tends to increase for the heat source.
However, the volume in the reflector is larger than the
vessel portion, and unless the system for discharging the
high-temperature air stored in the reflector is provided,
the temperature of the cooling wind flowing toward the
vessel portion is increased and the cooling efficiency
tends to reduce.
[0093] Consequently, the two systems, that is, the sys-
tem for flowing the cooling wind from the flow inlet directly
to the flow outlet and the system for blowing the cooling
wind to the wind-guiding wall portion and circulating it
before it is flown out can be provided to efficiently reduce
the temperature of the lamp unit as compared with the
abovementioned cases.

Embodiment 2

[0094] Figs. 6 and 7 show the structure of a light source
apparatus which is Embodiment 2 of the present inven-
tion. In Embodiment 2, description will be centered on
differences from Embodiment 1. In Embodiment 2, com-
ponents identical to those in Embodiment 1 are desig-
nated with the same reference numerals as those in Em-
bodiment 1 and description thereof is omitted.
[0095] In the light source apparatus 90 of Embodiment
2, in addition to flow outlets 2b and 2c formed together
with a wind-guiding wall portion 87 on the side of a lamp
holder 2 opposite to the side in which a flow inlet 2a is
formed, flow outlets 2d and 2e are also formed in an
upper surface and a lower surface of the lamp holder 2,
respectively. With this structure, the total opening area
of the flow outlets 2b, 2c, 2d, and 2e is set to be larger
than the opening area of the flow inlet 2a.
[0096] The reason thereof is as follows. The air blown
out of the reflector 42 from the flow outlet is at higher
temperature than the temperature of the air flowing into
the reflector 42 since it cooled the heat of the arc tube.
In other words, the air blown out from the flow outlet is

heated and expanded as compared with the air at the
time of inflow and its volume is increased. Thus, the flow
outlet needs to have a larger area than the flow inlet in
accordance with the volume increase.
[0097] In the structure described above, the cooling
wind which cooled a vessel portion 81 through the path
similar to that in Embodiment 1 is discharged from the
flow outlets 2b, 2c, 2d, and 2e. Similarly to Embodiment
1, since the direction of the series of cooling wind flows
from the flow inlet 2a toward the flow outlets 2b, 2c, 2d,
and 2e is not changed quickly, the vessel portion 81 can
be cooled effectively on a constant basis. In addition, the
total opening area of the flow outlets 2b, 2c, 2d, and 2e
is set as described above relative to the opening area of
the flow inlet 2a, so that the cooling wind which is at higher
temperature and has an expanded volume since it cooled
the entire arc tube 41 including the vessel portion 81 and
the reflector 42 can be smoothly discharged outside the
reflector 42 and the light source apparatus 80. This can
result in a more excellent cooling effect.
[0098] In other words, since the lamp unit 1 can be
effectively cooled with a smaller amount of wind than in
Embodiment 1, the lamp cooling fan 14 can be operated
at lower revolutions (with a smaller amount of wind) to
further reduce the occurrence of noise. In addition, the
size of the lamp cooling fan 14 can be reduced.
[0099] Since more flow outlets 2b, 2c, 2d, and 2e are
formed (formed in a plurality of directions) as compared
with Embodiment 1, it is possible to further stir the high-
temperature air discharged from the flow outlets 2b, 2c,
2d, and 2e and the cooling wind at lower temperature
which cooled the external surface of the reflector 42,
thereby making it possible to reduce the temperature of
the air discharged outside the image projection appara-
tus by an exhaust fan 18.
[0100] Furthermore, the temperature of the air blown
to the exhaust fan 18 is reduced, so that a reduction in
life of the exhaust fan 18 due to heat can be prevented
to improve durability.

Embodiment 3

[0101] Fig. 8 shows the structure of a light source ap-
paratus which is Embodiment 3 of the present invention.
In Embodiment 3, description will be centered on differ-
ences from Embodiment 1 described above. In Embod-
iment 3, components identical to those in Embodiment 1
are designated with the same reference numerals as
those in Embodiment 1 and description thereof is omitted.
[0102] In the light source apparatus 95 of Embodiment
3, a wind-guiding wall portion 87, which has a planar
shape in Embodiment 1, is formed as a curved surface.
The curved surface is a shape suitable for more smoothly
supplying cooling wind flowing in from a flow inlet 2a
through a path similar to that in Embodiment 1 toward
the inner side of a reflector 42. With this structure, the
cooling wind can be blown to a vessel portion 81 with
little reduction in the wind speed due to the cooling wind
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hitting the wind-guiding wall portion 87. This can achieve
a more excellent cooling effect for the vessel portion 81.
[0103] Thus, a lamp unit 1 can be cooled with a smaller
amount of wind (at lower revolutions) or by using a small-
er fan than in Embodiments 1 and 2.
[0104] As described above, according to each of Em-
bodiments 1 to 3, since the vessel portion 81 serving as
the light emitter can be efficiently cooled with a small
amount of wind, it is possible to reduce the revolutions
and the size of the lamp cooling fan 14 to contribute to a
reduction in noise and size of the image projection ap-
paratus.
[0105] In addition, since an opening such as a notch
serving as a flow inlet or a flow outlet of cooling wind
does not need to be formed in the reflector 42, the ma-
chining cost of the reflector (lamp unit) can be reduced.
[0106] Embodiments 1 to 3 have been described in
conjunction with the examples in which the flow inlet and
the flow outlet of cooling wind in the light source appa-
ratus are formed in the lamp holder 2 to eliminate the
need for forming a flow inlet and a flow outlet in the re-
flector 42. However, the present invention is not limited
thereto, and the reflector may be provided with at least
one of the flow inlet and the flow outlet.
[0107] While Embodiments 1 to 3 have been described
of the case where the wind-guiding wall portion is pro-
vided outside the light-emergence opening of the reflec-
tor, that is, on the outer side ahead of the reflector, it is
possible to dispose the wind-guiding wall portion in an
area inside the reflector where light reflection by the re-
flector is little affected.
[0108] In addition, while Embodiments 1 to 3 have
been described of the case where the axial fan disposed
closer to the flow inlet is used to blow cooling wind into
the light source apparatus, the type of the fan is not limited
to the axial fan in the present invention, and another fan
may be used such as a sirocco fan and a cross flow fan.
Moreover, it is possible that a fan is provided closer to
the flow outlet to take air in from the inside of the light
source apparatus to generate a cooling wind flow which
flows in from the flow inlet.

Embodiment 4

[0109] Figs. 9 and 10 show a light source apparatus
200 which is Embodiment 4 of the present invention. The
light source apparatuses of Embodiments 4 to 6 differ
from those in Embodiments 1 to 3 in their cooling meth-
ods. However, the light source apparatuses of Embodi-
ments 4 to 6 are applied to the same image projection
apparatus serving as the optical apparatus described in
Embodiment 1.
[0110] As shown in Figs. 9 and 10, a lamp unit (for
example, an ultrahigh pressure mercury discharge lamp)
201 is formed of an arc tube 101 which contains electrode
seal portions 101b and 101c disposed opposite to each
other in a spherical portion 101a, a reflector 102 which
changes light from the arc tube 101 into collimated light,

and an connecting member which optically aligns the arc
tube 101 with the reflector 102 and then connects them.
[0111] One of the electrode seal portions 101b and
101c may be a cathode and the other may be an anode.
In Embodiment 4, description will be made of the case
where the seal portion 101b is the anode and the seal
portion 101c is the cathode.
[0112] The connecting member 103 has an opening
(not shown) formed therein in a vertical direction, and a
mesh filter, for example, is attached to the opening of the
connecting member 103.
[0113] The lamp unit 201 is fixed to a lamp holder 202
via a holding member (not shown) such as a spring. The
lamp holder 202 is provided with an opening 202a serving
as an inlet of cooling wind and an opening (not shown)
serving as an outlet of the wind after cooling. A front glass
(explosion-proof glass) 203 is attached to the lamp holder
202 with a glass holder 204. The lamp holder 202 also
has a wind-guiding wall 202b formed therein which has
a shape for directing cooling wind flowing along the bot-
tom of the lamp holder 202 toward the opening (the cath-
ode seal portion 101c) of the lamp connecting member
103.
[0114] While the lamp holder 202 has the plurality of
openings in this structure, the reflector 102 may has the
opening 202a for air intake and the opening for exhaust
(not shown) formed therein. In addition, the front glass
203 may be adhered to the reflector 102, and in this case,
the glass holder 204 is not necessary.
[0115] A cooling fan 214 is disposed on the side of the
lamp unit 201 and is fixed by a fan holding plate 216 to
a fan holding base 215 having a plurality of openings.
[0116] With this structure, cooling wind supplied from
the fan 214 passes through an opening 215a formed in
the fan holding base 215. Part of the cooling wind is sup-
plied into the reflector 102 from the opening 202a formed
in the lamp holder 202. The cooling wind cools the area
closer to the anode seal portion 101b of the arc tube 101
and hits the wall of the lamp holder 202 opposite to the
opening 202a to flow along the wall surface of the reflec-
tor 102 toward the spherical portion 101a of the arc tube
101 as arrows shown in Fig. 10. In this manner, the spher-
ical portion 101a at the highest temperature can be
cooled. The air further flows along the inner wall surface
of the reflector 102 and is discharged from an opening
202c of the lamp holder 202.
[0117] On the other hand, as shown in Fig. 11, another
part of the cooling wind supplied from the fan 214 passes
through an opening 215b different from the opening 202a
formed in the fan holding base 215. The cooling wind is
collected by the wind-guiding wall 202b formed on the
lamp holder 202, and is supplied from an opening 103a
formed in the lamp connecting member 103 with its wind
speed and wind pressure increased. The cooling wind
supplied into the connecting member 103 from the open-
ing 103a cools the cathode seal portion 101c of the arc
tube 101 and then is discharged from an opening 103b
of the connecting member 103.
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[0118] An opening 102a is formed at the coupling por-
tion of the reflector 102 and the connecting member 103
at the back of the reflector 102 to allow alignment and
securing of the arc tube 101. However, the opening 102a
has a narrow aperture which is resistant to air flow. In
addition, in Embodiment 4, the wind is also supplied from
the air intake opening 202a for the reflector 102 and the
opening 103a of the connecting member 103, so that the
pressure is increased within the reflector 102 and within
the connecting member 103. Thus, little air communica-
tion occurs between the cooling wind flowing within the
reflector 102 and the cooling wind supplied into the con-
necting member 103, which otherwise may interfere with
those flows. As a result, each flow of the cooling wind
from the intake to exhaust can be separately made.
[0119] With the separate flows, the electrode seal por-
tions 101b and 101c at relatively low temperature in the
arc tube 101 are cooled by the cooling wind flows at rel-
atively low temperature immediately after they are sup-
plied from the fan 214. On the other hand, the spherical
portion 101a at the highest temperature in the arc the
101 is cooled by the wind after it cools the anode seal
portion 101b. This can realize efficient cooling.
[0120] In view of the situation after the lamp is turned
off, the spherical portion 101a and the anode seal portion
101b disposed within the reflector 102 are not easily
cooled in a short time period since they were at high
temperature due to the heat when the lamp was lit. The
separate cooling wind is used to cool the cathode seal
portion 101c disposed in space B in Fig. 10 different from
space A in Fig. 10 within the reflector 102 in which the
spherical portion 101a at the highest temperature exists,
so that the temperature of the cathode seal portion 101c
can be reduced prior to the spherical portion 101a and
the anode seal portion 101b. The "separate" means that
another component to be cooled has no influence.
[0121] Fig. 12 shows data obtained from the measure-
ment of the temperature of the anode seal portion 101b
and the cathode seal portion 101c in the light source ap-
paratus 200 of Embodiment 4.
[0122] In Fig. 12, the horizontal axis represents time
and the vertical axis represents temperature. It can be
seen from Fig. 12 that the cathode seal portion is cooled
at all times at lower temperature. As a result, when mer-
cury contained in the spherical portion 101a of the arc
tube 101 is condensed, it is always adhered to the cath-
ode the temperature of which is reduced below the boiling
point first. Thus, in a glow discharge period which is es-
sential to the next lighting of the lamp, the mercury can
prevent positive ions from colliding with the cathode and
sputtering it. Thus, evaporation of tungsten which causes
blacking can be avoided as much as possible, and con-
sequently, the life of the lamp was successfully in-
creased.
[0123] Supplementary description will be made of the
adhesion of mercury in the lamp. It is widely known that
the boiling temperature of mercury at which it is con-
densed depends on the atmospheric pressure. Since the

spherical portion 101a of the arc tube 101 is at high tem-
perature in the discharge lamp used in Embodiment 4, it
can be presumed that the atmospheric pressure is in-
creased. However, the actual atmospheric pressure is
not known during the period in which the temperature is
reduced after the lamp is turned off, and the boiling tem-
perature cannot be determined. In addition, the behavior
of the mercury until it is securely adhered is not clearly
found. For these reasons, Embodiment 4 employs the
structure in which the cathode to which the mercury
should be adhered is always at lower temperature.

Embodiment 5

[0124] Fig. 13 schematically shows the structure of a
light source apparatus 210 which is Embodiment 5 of the
present invention. In Embodiment 4, the opening 103a
of the connecting member 103 is formed perpendicularly
to the direction of the wind supplied from the fan 214.
However, the similar effects can be provided when open-
ings 103a and 103b are formed in the same direction as
the direction of wind supplied from a fan 214 as shown
in Fig. 13. In this case, as in Embodiment 4, separate
flows are formed by cooling wind supplied from an open-
ing 202a of a lamp holder 202 into a reflector 102 and
cooling wind supplied from the opening 103a of the con-
necting member 103 into the connecting member 103.
[0125] As in Embodiment 4, electrode seal portions
101b and 101c are cooled by cooling wind flows at rela-
tively low temperature immediately after they are sup-
plied from the fan 214. On the other hand, a spherical
portion 101a at the highest temperature in an arc the 101
is cooled by cooling wind after it cools the anode seal
portion 101b. This can realize efficient cooling. The ef-
fects after the lamp is turned off are similar to those in
Embodiment 4.
[0126] In Embodiment 5, since the opening 103a
formed in the connecting member 103 is relatively nar-
row, a wind-guiding wall (not shown) for guiding the wind
to the opening 103a can be provided to increase the
amount and pressure of the supplied wind, thereby al-
lowing a more excellent cooling effect.

Embodiment 6

[0127] Fig. 14 schematically shows the structure of a
light source apparatus 220 which is Embodiment 6 of the
present invention. While Embodiments 4 and 5 have
been described of the directions of the openings 103a
and 103b formed in the connecting member 103, both of
them employ the structure in which the cooling wind from
the single fan 214 is divided.
[0128] In contrast, in Embodiment 6, it is possible that
separate fans 214 and 214a are used to generate cooling
wind supplied from an opening 202a of a lamp holder
202 into a reflector 102 and cooling wind supplied from
an opening 103a of a connecting member 103 into a con-
necting member 103.
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[0129] In Fig. 14, the fan 214 which supplies the cooling
wind from the opening 202a into the reflector 102 is re-
alized by a sirocco fan 214a, while the fan 214 which
supplies the cooling wind from the opening 103a via a
wind-guiding wall 202b into the connecting member 103
is realized by an axial fan.
[0130] However, the type and combination of the fans
are not limited thereto in the present invention, and the
type or combination of the fans may be changed in view
of peripheral space or the like.
[0131] In Embodiment 6, as in the other Embodiments,
electrode seal portions 101b and 101c are cooled by cool-
ing wind flows at relatively low temperature immediately
after they are supplied from the fans 214a and 214. On
the other hand, a spherical portion 101a at the highest
temperature in an arc the 101 is cooled by cooling wind
after it cools an anode seal portion 101b. This can realize
efficient cooling. The effects after the lamp is turned off
are similar to those in Embodiments 4 and 5.
[0132] Since the opening (see the opening 103a in Fig.
11) formed in the connecting member 103 is relatively
narrow, a wind-guiding wall 202b for guiding the wind to
the opening can be provided to increase the amount and
pressure of the wind, thereby allowing a more excellent
cooling effect.
[0133] While Embodiments 1 to 6 have been described
in conjunction with the image projection apparatus,the
present invention is applicable to a light source apparatus
in an optical apparatus other than the image projection
apparatus such as an exposure apparatus and a copier.

Claims

1. A light source apparatus comprising:

a light emitter (41);
a reflector (42) which reflects light from the light
emitter and causes the reflected light to emerge;
and
a wind-guiding member (2) which has a flow inlet
(2a) and a flow outlet (2b, 2c) of cooling wind
and has a wall portion (87) adapted to guide the
cooling wind toward the light emitter in the re-
flector;
characterized in that
the flow inlet (2a) is formed such that it extends
in parallel with an emergence optical axis (y) of
the reflector (42),
the flow inlet and the wall portion (87) are formed
on the opposite sides of the emergence optical
axis, and
the flow inlet and the flow outlet are disposed at
positions having a same projection onto the
emergence optical axis.

2. The light source apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the flow inlet (2a), flow outlet (2b, 2c) and

wind-guiding member (2) are disposed outside and
ahead of a light-emergence opening of the reflector
(42).

3. The light source apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the wall portion (87) has a curved shape or
extends in parallel with the emergence optical axis
(y).

4. The light source apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 3, wherein the flow outlet (2b, 2c) is
formed on a side of the wind-guiding member (2) on
which the wall portion (87) is provided.

5. The light source apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 3, wherein the flow outlet (2d, 2e) is
formed on a side of the wind-guiding member (2)
different from a side thereof on which the wall portion
(87) is provided.

6. The light source apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 5, wherein the area of the flow outlet (2b,
2c, 2d, 2e) is larger than the area of the flow inlet (2a).

7. The light source apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 6, wherein the wind-guiding member (2)
holds a cover member (3) which has light transmit-
tance.

8. The light source apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 7, wherein the wind-guiding member (2)
is formed integrally with a holding member (2) which
for holding a lamp unit (1) which includes the light
emitter (41) and the reflector (42).

9. The light source apparatus according to any one of
claims 1 to 8, further comprising a fan (14) for blowing
the cooling wind through the flow inlet (2a).

10. An optical apparatus characterized by comprising:

the light source apparatus according to any one
of claims 1 to 9;
and
a projection optical system (70) for projecting
light from the light source apparatus.

11. An image projection apparatus characterized by
comprising:

the light source apparatus according to any one
of claims 1 to 9;
an image forming device (61 R, 61 G, 61 B) for
modulating light from the light source apparatus;
and
a projection optical system (70) for projecting
light from the image forming device.
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12. An image display system characterized by com-
prising:

the image projection apparatus according to
claim 11; and
an image information supply apparatus (120) for
supplying the image projection apparatus with
image information.

Patentansprüche

1. Lichtquellenvorrichtung, umfassend:

einen Lichtemitter (41);
einen Reflektor (42), der Licht vom Lichtemitter
reflektiert und das reflektierte Licht veranlasst,
auszutreten; und
ein Luftstromleitelement (2), das einen Strö-
mungseinlass (2a) und einen Strömungsaus-
lass (2b, 2c) für einen Kühlluftstrom aufweist,
sowie einen Wandabschnitt (87), der angepasst
ist, um den Kühlluftstrom zum Lichtemitter im
Reflektor zu leiten;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
der Strömungseinlass (2a) derart ausgebildet
ist, dass er sich parallel zu einer optischen Aus-
trittsachse (y) des Reflektors (42) erstreckt,
der Strömungseinlass und der Wandabschnitt
(87) auf sich gegenüberliegenden Seiten der op-
tischen Austrittsachse ausgebildet sind, und
der Strömungseinlass und der Strömungsaus-
lass an Positionen angeordnet sind, welche die-
selbe Projektion auf die optische Austrittsachse
haben.

2. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Strömungseinlass (2a), der Strömungsauslass
(2b, 2c) und das Luftstromleitelement (2) außerhalb
und vor einer Lichtaustrittsöffnung des Reflektors
(42) angeordnet sind.

3. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Wandabschnitt (87) eine gekrümmte Form auf-
weist oder sich parallel zur optischen Austrittsachse
(y) erstreckt.

4. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wo-
bei der Strömungsauslass (2b, 2c) ausgebildet ist
auf einer Seite des Luftstromleitelements (2), auf
welcher der Wandabschnitt (87) vorgesehen ist.

5. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wo-
bei der Strömungsauslass (2d, 2e) ausgebildet ist
auf einer Seite des Luftstromleitelements (2), welche
von derjenigen mit dem Wandabschnitt (87) ver-
schieden ist.

6. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, wo-
bei der Bereich des Strömungsauslasses (2b, 2c,
2d, 2e) größer ist als der des Strömungseinlasses
(2a).

7. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wo-
bei das Luftstromleitelement (2) ein Abdeckelement
(3) hält, welches lichtdurchlässig ist.

8. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 7, wo-
bei das Luftstromleitelement (2) integral mit einem
Halteelement (2) ausgebildet ist, zum Halten einer
Lampeneinheit (1), welche den Lichtemitter (41) und
den Reflektor (42) beinhaltet.

9. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8, fer-
ner umfassend:

einen Ventilator (14), um den Kühlluftstrom
durch den Strömungseinlass (2a) hindurch zu
blasen.

10. Optische Vorrichtung, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass sie umfasst:

die Lichtquellenvorrichtung nach einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 9;
und
ein optisches Projektionssystem (70) zum Pro-
jizieren von Licht von der Lichtquellenvorrich-
tung.

11. Bildprojektor, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass er
umfasst:

die Lichtquellenvorrichtung nach einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 9;
eine Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung (61 R, 61 G, 61
B) zum Modulieren von Licht von der Lichtquel-
lenvorrichtung; und
ein optisches Projektionssystem (70) zum Pro-
jizieren von Licht von der Bilderzeugungsvor-
richtung.

12. Bilddisplaysystem, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass es umfasst:

den Bildprojektor nach Anspruch 11; und
eine Bildinformationsliefervorrichtung (120)
zum Liefern von Bildinformation an den Bildpro-
jektor.

Revendications

1. Équipement de source de lumière comprenant :

un émetteur (41) de lumière ;
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un réflecteur (42) qui réfléchit de la lumière pro-
venant de l’émetteur de lumière et qui fait émer-
ger la lumière réfléchie ; et
un organe (2) de guidage d’air qui possède un
orifice (2a) d’entrée et un orifice (2b, 2c) de sortie
d’air de refroidissement et possède une section
(87) formant paroi apte à guider l’air de refroi-
dissement vers l’émetteur de lumière dans le
réflecteur ;
caractérisé :

en ce que l’orifice (2a) d’entrée est formé
de façon à s’étendre parallèlement à l’axe
optique (y) d’émergence du réflecteur (42) ;
en ce que l’orifice d’entrée et la section (87)
formant paroi sont formés sur les côtés op-
posés de l’axe optique d’émergence ; et
en ce que l’orifice d’entrée et l’orifice de
sortie sont disposés à des positions ayant
la même projection sur l’axe optique
d’émergence.

2. Équipement de source de lumière selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel l’orifice (2a) d’entrée, l’orifice
(2b, 2c) de sortie et l’organe (2) de guidage d’air sont
disposés à l’extérieur et en avant d’une ouverture
d’émergence de lumière du réflecteur (42).

3. Équipement de source de lumière selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel la section (87) formant paroi a
une forme incurvée ou s’étend parallèlement à l’axe
optique (y) d’émergence.

4. Équipement de source de lumière selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel l’orifice
(2b, 2c) de sortie est formé sur un côté de l’organe
(2) de guidage d’air sur lequel est disposée la section
(87) formant paroi.

5. Équipement de source de lumière selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel l’orifice
(2d, 2e) de sortie est formé sur un côté de l’organe
(2) de guidage d’air différent de son côté sur lequel
est disposée la section (87) formant paroi.

6. Équipement de source de lumière selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 5, dans lequel la su-
perficie de l’orifice (2b, 2c, 2d, 2e) de sortie est plus
grande que la superficie de l’orifice (2a) d’entrée.

7. Équipement de source de lumière selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 6, dans lequel l’or-
gane (2) de guidage d’air maintient un organe (3)
formant couvercle qui transmet la lumière.

8. Équipement de source de lumière selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 7, dans lequel l’or-
gane (2) de guidage d’air est formé d’un seul tenant

avec un organe (2) de maintien qui sert à maintenir
une lampe (1) qui inclut l’émetteur (41) de lumière
et le réflecteur (42).

9. Équipement de source de lumière selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications 1 à 8, comprenant en
outre un ventilateur (14) destiné à souffler l’air de
refroidissement à travers l’orifice (2a) d’entrée.

10. Appareil optique caractérisé en ce qu’il comprend :

l’équipement de source de lumière selon l’une
quelconque des revendications 1 à 9 ; et
un système optique (70) de projection destiné à
projeter la lumière provenant de l’équipement
de source de lumière.

11. Appareil de projection d’image caractérisé en ce
qu’il comprend :

l’équipement de source de lumière selon l’une
quelconque des revendications 1 à 9 ;
un dispositif (61R, 61G, 61B) de formation
d’image destiné à moduler la lumière provenant
de l’équipement de source de lumière ; et
un système optique (70) de projection destiné à
projeter la lumière provenant du dispositif de for-
mation d’image.

12. Système d’affichage d’image, caractérisé en ce
qu’il comprend :

l’appareil de projection d’image selon la reven-
dication 11 ; et
un appareil (120) de fourniture d’information
d’image destiné à fournir de l’information d’ima-
ge à l’appareil de projection d’image.
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