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(54) Optical amplifier and monitoring circuit

(57) An optical amplifier of the present invention com-
prises: an optical amplifying circuit which amplifies a sig-
nal light; an optical reflection medium which is disposed
on an optical fiber connected to the optical amplifying
circuit and is capable of reflecting a noise light which
exists in a predetermined wavelength range outside a
signal band, among noise lights generated in said optical
amplifying circuit, to radiate the reflected noise light to
the outside of a core of the optical fiber; a light receiver
which receives the noise light reflected to be radiated to

the outside of the core of the optical fiber by the optical
reflection medium, to detect the power of the noise light;
and a computation circuit which computes the total power
of the noise lights generated in the optical amplifying cir-
cuit based on the detection result of the light receiver.
Thus, it is possible to provide at a low cost an optical
amplifier provided with a monitoring function capable of
detecting high accurately, with a simple optical circuit
configuration, the noise light power and the like generat-
ed when the signal light is amplified.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an optical amplifier and an optical monitor circuit, which are mainly utilized for
optical communications, and in particular, relates to an optical amplifier and an optical monitor circuit, which are provided
with a monitoring function of detecting the power of noise light and the like generated when a signal light is amplified.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] An optical amplifier is one of key components for realizing the long distance and large capacity of an optical
communication system. Optical amplifiers are classified into a laser amplifier using the stimulated emission from a
population inversion medium and an amplifier based on a non-linear optical effect such as Raman scattering, Brillouin
scattering or the like. Further, the laser amplifier includes a rare-earth element doped fiber amplifier and a semiconductor
laser amplifier using a semiconductor amplification medium. The former is operated as an optical amplifier with the
optical pumping, and the latter is operated as an optical amplifier with the injected current pumping. In these optical
amplifiers, the rare-earth element doped optical fiber amplifier has a large advantage in terms of performance, for
example, bit rate free, high gain, low noise, broadband, low coupling loss, low polarization dependence, high efficiency
and the like. In the rare-earth element doped optical fiber amplifiers, an erbium (Er)-doped fiber amplifier (to be referred
to as EDFA hereunder) is typical and is now in practical use in an optical fiber communication system. Such an optical
amplifier is required to realize the higher performance while holding a simple optical circuit configuration, in order to
achieve the improvement of the performance, the cost performance and the like of the optical communication system
to which such an optical amplifier is applied. Therefore, demands for an optical amplifier realizing the higher performance
are increased.
[0003] In a WDM optical communication system which repeatedly transmits a wavelength division multiplexed (WDM)
light containing a plurality of optical signals of different wavelengths, it is desired that a wavelength characteristic of the
signal light power is flat in order to satisfy a predetermined transmission characteristic. However, there is a problem in
that the wavelength flatness of the signal light power on the reception side is deteriorated due to various factors, such
as conditions of optical transmission path, the accumulation of gain wavelength characteristic (for example, tilt, ripple
or the like) in an optical amplification repeating station using the rare-earth element doped optical fiber amplifier, the
Raman amplifier and the like. Therefore, as one issue conceming an optical amplifier operation control, there is considered
the establishment of technology for controlling an output wavelength characteristic of the optical amplification repeating
station (first issue).
[0004] Further, in the optical amplifier, an amplified spontaneous emission (ASE) light being a noise component is
generated with the optical amplification. This ASE light is generated over a broad wavelength band, although the optical
power level thereof is significantly low compared with that of the signal light. Therefore, in the case of performing a
control of the optical amplifier, such as an automatic level control or an automatic gain control, using a typical output
monitoring technology in which an output light from the optical amplifier is branched to be received by a light receiver,
since the optical power of the ASE light being the noise component is contained together with the signal light in the
output light, an influence of the ASE light is reflected in the output monitoring result, thereby deteriorating the control
accuracy of the optical amplifier. Moreover, an input shutdown function (function of detecting no-input of the input signal
light power to shut off the pumping light power for the optical amplifier) of the optical amplifier arranged on the downstream
is also deteriorated. Such a problem caused by the ASE light becomes serious, since a generation amount of the ASE
light is significantly changed, particularly in a system or the like where the number of signal wavelengths is dynamically
changed. Therefore, as another issue concerning the optical amplifier operation control, there is considered the estab-
lishment of technology for monitoring the ASE power generated with an optical amplifier correctly, and for correcting a
control target value and a no-input detection threshold of the optical amplifier (second issue).
[0005] Moreover, in the optical amplifier, there is a problem in that, in a high population inversion state, energy con-
centrates in a wavelength range having a larger gain coefficient to cause an oscillating operation, and accordingly, the
noise component is increased to deteriorate a transmission characteristic. This oscillation phenomenon of the optical
amplifier includes a threshold according to a relationship between a gain of an optical amplification medium and reflection
attenuation amounts on the input and output sides of the optical amplification medium, and therefore, the problem as
described above is exposed due to factors, such as gain conditions of the optical amplifier, the deterioration of reflection
attenuation amounts in optical components. To be specific, for example, in the case where the number of signals input
to the optical amplifier is less or in the case where an isolation amount in an optical isolator on an optical path connected
to the optical amplification medium is deteriorated, the oscillating operation (increase of noise component) becomes
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apparent. Therefore, as a further issue conceming the optical amplifier operation control, there is considered the estab-
lishment of control technology in which the output light level does not exceed an oscillation threshold in a previously
known wavelength range of large gain coefficient (third issue).
[0006] In order to achieve the improvement of the performance and reliability of the WDM optical communication
system, it is important to solve simultaneously the above described first to third issues concerning the optical amplifier
operation control. To be specific, it is necessary to enable the monitoring with high accuracy of a wavelength characteristic
of the WDM signal light power for the first issue, and to enable the monitoring with high accuracy of the power of the
noise light, such as the ASE light and the like, for the second and third issues.
[0007] As a configuration of an optical power monitor in the conventional optical amplifier, as shown in FIG. 12 for
example, there has been known a configuration in which an optical branching device 101 is inserted on a main signal
system optical path through which a WDM light is propagated, and an optical spectrum analyzer (OSA) 102 is arranged
on a branching port of the optical branching device 101, so that a measurement result of the optical spectrum monitored
by the optical spectrum analyzer 102 is transmitted to a variable gain equalizer (VGEQ) 103 and the like, thereby
performing the control. Further, there is also a configuration in which, instead of the optical spectrum analyzer 102, a
wavelength separating device (for example, grating, optical filter or the like) and a light receiver are disposed on the
branching port of the optical branching device 101, so that a light demultiplexed by the wavelength separating device is
received by the light receiver to monitor the power thereof (Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 2001-168841).
[0008] However, in the configuration of the conventional optical power monitor, it is necessary to newly add the optical
branching device 101 and the expensive optical spectrum analyzer 102 or the wavelength separating device and the
like to the optical amplifier. Therefore, there is a disadvantage of the complication and high cost of the optical circuit
configuration.
[0009] Further, as exemplarily shown in the lower left of FIG. 12, the noise light, such as the ASE light or the like,
whose optical power per unit micro-wavelength range is significantly low compared with that of the signal light, is branched
at a branching ratio same as the signal light by the optical branching device 101. The branching ratio by the optical
branching device 101 is set so that a ratio of the monitor light side becomes lower, since a decrease of the main signal
light power needs to be suppressed as much as possible (for example, 95 to 99% on the main signal light side while 1
to 5% on the monitor light side, or the like). Therefore, the noise light contained in the monitor light becomes very little,
so that the level of the noise light received by the optical spectrum analyzer 102 is low. Accordingly, there is also a
problem in that the photosensitivity is poor and it becomes hard to monitor with desired accuracy the noise light power.
[0010] As one method for solving the problems in the conventional configuration as described above, there is considered
that, for example, a typical value of the power of the noise light generated in the optical amplifier is previously obtained
by an experiment, the simulation or the like, to perform the control of the optical amplifier using the obtained typical
value. However, according to such a method, it is hard to estimate accurately the value of the power of the noise light
generated in the optical amplifier, since the generation amount of the noise light is dynamically changed according to
individual differences in components of the optical amplification medium, a change in environment (for example, tem-
perature, humidity or the like), the number of wavelengths of the signal light contained in the WDM light or the like.
Therefore, it becomes impossible to correct accurately the noise light component in the actually monitored optical output
power. Consequently, the control accuracy of the optical amplifier becomes poor, thereby deteriorating the performance
and reliability of the WDM optical communication system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0011] The present invention has been accomplished in view of the above problems, and has an object to provide at
a low cost an optical amplifier and an optical monitor circuit, which are provided with a monitoring function capable of
detecting with high accuracy the noise light power, the signal light power and the like, generated when a signal light is
amplified, using a simple circuit configuration.
[0012] In order to achieve the above object, an optical amplifier according to the present invention comprises: an
optical amplification section that amplifies a signal light; an optical reflection medium which is disposed on an optical
fiber connected to the optical amplification section and is capable of reflecting a noise light which exists in a predetermined
wavelength range outside a signal band, among noise lights generated in the optical amplification section, to radiate the
reflected noise light to the outside of a core of the optical fiber; a light receiving section that receives the noise light
reflected to be radiated to the outside of the core of the optical fiber by the optical reflection medium, to detect the power
of the noise light; and a computation section that computes the total power of the noise lights generated in the optical
amplification section based on the detection result of the light receiving section.
[0013] According to the optical amplifier of such a configuration, a light which is output from the optical amplification
section and is propagated through the optical fiber is given to the optical reflection medium. In this optical reflection
medium, among the noise lights in a broad wavelength band generated in the optical amplification section, the noise
light which exists in the predetermined wavelength range outside the signal band is selectively reflected to be radiated
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to the outside of the core of the optical fiber. The noise light radiated to the outside of the core of the optical fiber is
received by the light receiving section, where the power of the noise light is detected and the detection result is transmitted
to the computation section. In the computation section, based on the detection result in the light receiving section, the
total power of the noise lights generated in the optical amplification section is computed.
[0014] Further, when the above optical amplifier includes an optical filter device which transmits the signal light in
accordance with a previously set transmission wavelength characteristic, on the optical fiber connected to the optical
amplification section, the optical filter device is provided with a function as the optical reflection medium. Thus, it becomes
possible to monitor the power of the noise light utilizing the existing optical filter device, without the necessity of separately
adding a device for noise light monitoring.
[0015] Moreover, as one aspect of the above optical amplifier, the configuration may be such that the optical amplifi-
cation section amplifies a wavelength division multiplexed light containing a plurality of signal lights of different wave-
lengths, and there is used, as the optical filter device, a gain equalization optical filter having a transmission wavelength
characteristic capable of flattening a gain wavelength characteristic of the optical amplification section in a signal band
of the wavelength division multiplexed light, and also a reflection characteristic capable of reflecting the noise light
existing in the predetermined wavelength range outside the signal band to radiate the reflected noise light to the outside
of the core of the optical fiber. According to such a configuration, the noise light is monitored utilizing the gain equalization
optical filter provided in a typical optical amplifier.
[0016] Furthermore, the above optical amplifier may be provided with a control section that corrects the noise light
power contained in the optical output power from the optical amplification section based on the total power of the noise
lights computed in the computation section to calculate the optical output power of only a signal light component, thereby
controlling the optical amplification section according to the calculation result. According to such a configuration, it
becomes possible to control the optical amplifier without a substantial influence of the noise light.
[0017] An optical monitor circuit according to the present invention comprises: an optical reflection medium formed
on an optical fiber through which a plurality of lights of different wavelengths is propagated, including a diffraction grating
in which a normal direction of a grating plane is arranged to be tilted to an axial direction of the optical fiber and a reflection
characteristic thereof is designed so that the reflectance to the light in a first wavelength band and the reflectance to the
light in a second wavelength band different from the first wavelength band are different from each other, among the
lights propagated through the optical fiber, and being capable of radiating the reflected lights to the outside of the core
of the optical fiber; a first light receiving section that receives the light in the first wavelength band reflected to be radiated
to the outside of the core of the optical fiber by the optical reflection medium, to detect the power of the radiated light;
and a second light receiving section that receives the light in the second wavelength band reflected to be radiated to
the outside of the core of the optical fiber by the optical reflection medium, to detect the power of the radiated light.
Further, the optical monitor circuit may be configured such that the lights propagated through the optical fiber contains
a signal light in the first wavelength band and only a noise light exists in the second wavelength band, and in the optical
reflection medium, the reflection characteristic of the diffraction grating is designed so that the reflectance to the noise
light in the second wavelength band is higher than the reflectance to the light in the first wavelength band.
[0018] According to such an optical monitor circuit, even in the case where the power of the light in the first wavelength
band and the power of the light in the second wavelength band are significantly different from each other as in the power
of the signal light and the power of the noise light, by selectively reflecting the light in the low power band at the high
reflectance, it becomes possible to monitor the power of such a light with high accuracy.
[0019] Other objects, features and advantages of the present invention will become apparent from the following ex-
planation of the embodiments, in conjunction with the appended drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

[0020]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an optical amplifier according to a first embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 2 is a diagram showing one example of a wavelength characteristic of light output from an optical amplifying
circuit in the first embodiment.
FIG. 3 is a diagram showing one example of a transmission wavelength characteristic of an optical reflection medium
used in the first embodiment.
FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an optical amplifier according to a second embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing one example of a transmission wavelength characteristic of a GEQ used in the second
embodiment.
FIG. 6 is a diagram showing one example of a reflection wavelength characteristic of the GEQ used in the second
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embodiment.
FIG. 7 is a diagram for explaining a radiation angle of a reflected light and a tilting angle of a grating plane in a tilted FBG.
FIG. 8 is a diagram for explaining a collecting position of a reflected light in a tilted and chirped FBG.
FIG. 9 is a diagram showing a wavelength characteristic of an output light in the second embodiment.
FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an optical amplifier according to a third embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing one example of an optical monitor circuit to which the present invention is applied.
FIG. 12 is a diagram showing a configuration example of an optical power monitor in a conventional optical amplifier.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0021] There will be described embodiments for implementing the present invention, with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings. The same reference numerals denote the same or equivalent parts in all drawings.
[0022] FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an optical amplifier according to a first embodiment of the
present invention.
[0023] In FIG. 1, the optical amplifier in the first embodiment comprises, for example, an optical amplifying circuit 1
as an optical amplification section that amplifies an input signal light LIN, an optical reflection medium 2 formed on an
optical fiber F connected to the optical amplifying circuit 1, a light receiver 3 as a light receiving section that receives a
light reflected to be radiated to the outside of a core of the optical fiber F by the optical reflection medium 2, to detect
the power of the radiated light, and a computation circuit 4 as a computation section that computes the total power of a
noise light generated in the optical amplifying circuit 1, based on the detection result in the light receiver 3. Further, this
optical amplifier includes an optical branching device 5 which branches a part of a light output from the optical amplifying
circuit 1 to be propagated through the optical fiber F, a light receiver 6 which receives the light branched by the optical
branching device 5 to detect the power of the branched light, and a control circuit 7 which controls the optical amplifying
circuit 1 according to output signals from the computation circuit 4 and the light receiver 6.
[0024] The optical amplifying circuit 1 is configured by using a known optical amplifier, for example, a rare-earth
element doped optical fiber amplifier, a Raman amplifier, a semiconductor optical amplifier or the like, and amplifies the
signal light LIN input via the optical fiber F up to a required level, to output the amplified light to the optical fiber F. In this
optical amplifying circuit 1, when the input signal light LIN is amplified, a noise light, such as an amplified spontaneous
emission (ASE) light or the like, is generated. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 2 for example, an output light L1 containing
an amplified signal light LS and a noise light LN is output to the optical fiber F from the optical amplifying circuit 1. Note,
one example is shown in which a WDM light containing a plurality of signal lights of different wavelengths is amplified
in the optical amplifying circuit 1. However, the present invention is also available in the case where a signal light of
single wavelength is amplified in the optical amplifying circuit 1.
[0025] The optical reflection medium 2 has a structure capable of reflecting a noise light (refer to FIG. 2) which exists
in a predetermined wavelength range ∆λN outside a signal band ∆λS, among the noise light LN, such as the ASE light
or the like, generated in the optical amplifying circuit 1, in accordance with the predetermined reflectance, to radiate the
reflected light to the outside of the core of the optical fiber F, and transmitting therethrough the light outside the wavelength
range ∆λN. FIG. 3 shows one example of a transmission wavelength characteristic of the optical reflection medium 2.
As specific examples of the optical reflection medium 2, there are a fiber grating, a photonic crystal, an induced multi-layer,
a Mach-Zehnder type device and the like. Note, a preferable constitutional example of the optical reflection medium 2
will be described in detail in another embodiment to be described later.
[0026] The light receiver 3 is disposed on a position at which a noise light LR reflected to be radiated to the outside
of the core of the optical fiber F by the optical reflection medium 2 can be received, and outputs an electric signal whose
level is changed according to the power of the noise light LR, to the computation circuit 4.
[0027] The computation circuit 4 computes the total power of the noise light LN generated over a broad wavelength
band in the optical amplifying circuit 1, based on the power of the noise light LR indicated by the output signal from the
light receiver 3 and the reflectance to the wavelength range ∆λN of the optical reflection medium 2, to output a signal
indicating the computation result to the control circuit 7. The above computation process is performed by, for example,
referring to a table in which a relationship between the noise light power in the wavelength range ∆λN monitored by the
light receiver 3 and the total power of the noise light LN generated in the optical amplifying circuit 1 is previously obtained
by an experiment, the simulation or the like. Further, in order that this table has the excellent reliability, it is desirable
that a band of high gain coefficient in the optical amplifying circuit 1 is selected in the setting of the wavelength range
∆λN. As a specific example, it is preferable to select the vicinity of 1.53Pm band as the wavelength range ∆λN in the
case where an erbium doped optical fiber amplifier (EDFA) is used for the optical amplifying circuit 1 and the signal band
∆λS is the C-band (1.55Pm band). Further, it is preferable to select the vicinity of 1.57Pm band as the wavelength range
∆λN in the case where the signal band ∆λS is the L-band (1.58Pm band).
[0028] Here, the optical branching device 5 is disposed on the optical fiber F on the latter stage of the optical reflection
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medium 2, for example, and branches the light LT transmitted through the optical reflection medium 2 into two in accord-
ance with a previously set branching ratio, to output one branched light to the outside of the optical amplifier as an output
light LOUT while outputting the other branched light to the light receiver 6 as a monitor light LM. In this optical branching
device 5 as well as an optical branching device 101 in a conventional configuration shown in FIG. 12, a ratio on the
monitor light side is set to be lower, in order to suppress a decrease of the power of main signal light. The monitor light
LM branched by the optical branching device 5 contains a signal light Ls’ and a noise light LN’ which are branched at the
same branching ratio.
[0029] The light receiver 6 receives the monitor light LM from the optical branching device 5, to output an electric signal
whose level is changed according to the power of the monitor light LM to the control circuit 7.
[0030] The control circuit 7 receives the output signal from the light receiver 6 to obtain the total power of the output
light LOUT, and thereafter, performs the correction on a noise component using the total power of the noise light LN
indicated by the output signal from the computation circuit 4, to calculate the output power of only the signal light, thereby
controlling an operation of the optical amplifying circuit 1 according to the calculation result.
[0031] In the optical amplifier of the above described configuration, in addition to the total output power (signal light
+ noise light) monitored by the optical branching device 5 and the light receiver 6 which are already provided in a typical
optical amplifier, the total power of the noise light LN generated in the optical amplifying circuit 1 is monitored by the
optical reflection medium 2, the light receiver 3 and the computation circuit 4. Therefore, by correcting the total output
power using the total power of the noise light LN, it becomes possible to monitor with high accuracy the output power of
only the signal light. Thus, by performing a control (for example, an automatic level control, an automatic gain control
or the like) of the optical amplifying circuit 1 utilizing the output power of only the signal light, it becomes possible to
stably perform the amplification of the signal light with high accuracy.
[0032] Further, since the optical reflection medium 2 formed on the optical fiber F for monitoring the total power of the
noise light LN is for adding a reflection characteristic outside the signal band, the primary performance of the optical
amplifier (for example, a gain, noise figure (NF) and the like) is not deteriorated. Accordingly, a reflection amount to the
noise light in the wavelength range ∆λN in the optical reflection medium 2 can be arbitrarily set according to the photo-
sensitivity of the light receiver 3. To be specific, the reflection characteristic of the optical reflection medium 2 may be
set so that the power of the noise light reflected by the optical reflection medium 2 converges into a light receiving level
range (for example, -30 to 0dBm/ch) where the excellent photosensitivity can be obtained in the light receiver 3. Thus,
it becomes possible to solve at a low cost, by the addition of a simple optical circuit configuration, a problem in that the
noise light power cannot be monitored with sufficient accuracy, since the noise light is branched at a branching ratio
same as the signal light in the optical branching device, as in the conventional technology.
[0033] Moreover, in an optical communication system configured using a plurality of optical amplifiers in the present
embodiment, it is also possible that the total power of the noise light LN computed by the computation circuit 4 of the
optical amplifier arranged on the upstream is transmitted to the optical amplifier arranged on the downstream, to perform
the noise light correction in a no-signal light input detection in the downstream side optical amplifier. To be specific, in
the downstream side optical amplifier, for example, it is possible that the total power of the noise light LN transmitted
from the upstream side optical amplifier is subtracted from the total output light power to calculate the optical power of
only the signal light, and the no-input of the signal light is detected based on the calculation result. Thus, an input
shutdown control in the downstream side optical amplifier is reliably performed without a substantial influence of the
noise light generated in the upstream side optical amplifier.
[0034] In addition, it is also possible to perform a control for avoiding an oscillation operation of the optical amplifier
utilizing the noise light power in the wavelength range ∆λN monitored by the light receiver 3. Namely, if the wavelength
range ∆λN is set in the vicinity of a peak wavelength of the gain coefficient in the optical amplifying circuit 1, it becomes
possible to prevent from occurring an oscillation phenomenon, by monitoring the noise light power in the wavelength
range ∆λN to control an amplification operation of the optical amplifying circuit 1 so that the monitored value does not
exceed a previously set oscillation threshold.
[0035] Next, a second embodiment of the present invention will be described.
[0036] FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an optical amplifier in the second embodiment. The feature
of the optical amplifier in the second embodiment is that a gain equalization optical filter (GEQ) 8 typically provided in
a known optical amplifier which collectively amplifies the WDM light also includes a function as the optical reflection
medium 2 in the above first embodiment.
[0037] The GEQ 8 is a fiber grating configured by combining a tilted configuration in which a Bragg diffraction grating
is formed to be tilted to an axial direction of the optical fiber F and a chirped configuration in which grating spacing of
the Bragg diffraction grating is gradually changed along the axial direction of the optical fiber F (to be referred to as a
titled and chirped FBG hereunder). This tilted and chirped FBG is designed to have a transmission wavelength charac-
teristic capable of flattening a gain wavelength characteristic of the optical amplifying circuit 1 with respect to the signal
band ∆λS, and also a characteristic capable of reflecting the noise light LN existing in the wavelength range ∆λN outside
the signal band to radiate the reflected noise light to the outside of the core of the optical fiber F. Note, in the tilted and
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chirped FBG, a part of the light in the signal band ∆λS is also radiated to the outside of the core of the optical fiber F.
[0038] FIG. 5 and FIG. 6 are diagrams showing, respectively, one example of the transmission wavelength charac-
teristic and one example of the reflection wavelength characteristic of the GEQ 8 using the titled and chirped FBG. As
shown in each figure, the transmittance of the light in the signal band ∆λS is designed to have the wavelength dependence
opposite to the gain wavelength characteristic of the optical amplifying circuit 1 (refer to FIG. 2), and a reflection amount
of the light in the signal band ∆λS which is radiated to the outside of the core of the optical fiber F is changed corresponding
to the transmission wavelength characteristic in the signal band ∆λS. Further, the reflectance of the wavelength range
∆λN outside the signal band is designed to be higher than the averaged reflectance of the signal band ∆λS, so that even
the noise light whose optical power per unit micro-wavelength range is significantly low compared with that of the signal
light can be reliably monitored by the light receiver 3.
[0039] A light receiver 3N is for receiving a noise light LRN in the wavelength range ∆λN, which is reflected to be radiated
to the outside of the core of the optical fiber F by the GEQ 8, to measure the power of the noise light LRN, and is arranged
on a position according to a focal point of the noise light LRN. Further, light receivers 31 to 3M are for receiving lights LR1
to LRM corresponding to the respective signal light wavelengths, which are reflected to be radiated to the outside of the
core of the optical fiber F by the GEQ 8, to measure the power of each of the lights LR1 to LRM, and are arranged on
positions according to focal points of the respective lights LR1 to LRM. Note, the respective wavelength bands shown by
narrow lines in FIG. 6 conceptually indicate light receiving ranges by the respective light receivers 3N, and 31 to 3M.
[0040] The computation circuit 4 computes the total power of the noise light LN generated in the optical amplifying
circuit 1, based on the power of the noise light LRN in the wavelength range∆λN, which is measured by the light receiver
3N, and the reflection characteristic of the GEQ 8, as in the same manner as in the above first embodiment. Further, the
computation circuit 4 obtains a wavelength characteristic of the output light LOUT output from the present optical amplifier,
and further computes the total output power (signal light + noise light), based on the power of each of the lights LR1 to
LRM corresponding to the respective signal light wavelengths measured by the light receivers 31 to 3M and the reflection
characteristic of the GEQ 8. The computation result of the computation circuit 4 is transmitted to the control circuit 7. In
the control circuit 7, as in the same manner as in the first embodiment, the total output power is corrected using the total
power of the noise light LN, to obtain the output power of only the signal light, so that the control of the optical amplifying
circuit 1 is performed.
[0041] Here, the tilted and chirped FBG applied to the GEQ 8 will be described in detail.
[0042] At first, typically, a fiber grating is configured such that a Bragg diffraction grating is formed on an optical fiber
using a change in refractive index due to ultraviolet light induction of a core of the optical fiber, and functions as a
reflection filter which reflects (or shuts off) only a light of Bragg wavelength. Further, in the fiber grating, by forming a
grating of several tens of thousands of layers in a longitudinal direction of the optical fiber, it is possible to realize a sharp
spectral characteristic in which the reflectance (or the transmittance) to the wavelength is abruptly changed.
[0043] To be specific, a Bragg reflective wavelength λβ of the fiber grating is represented by the next equation (1)
using the actual refractive index n to a propagation mode of the optical fiber and the grating spacing (grating pitch) R

 

[0044] Further the band width ∆λβ of reflectance spectrum is represented by the equation (2) using the grating length
L and the amplitude ∆n of refractive index modulation. 

[0045] Moreover, the grating reflectance RB is represented by the equation (3) using a ratio γ of propagated optical
energy contained in a core region. 

[0046] In addition, in the fiber grating, not only a light of specific wavelength can be reflected to an incident direction
but also a reflected light can be radiated to a clad region by preparing the grating to be titled to the axial direction of the
optical fiber, and the light coupled to this backward cladding mode is emitted to the outside of the optical fiber. Therefore,
application examples of the fiber grating to an optical spectrum monitor, a gain equalizer and the like have been reported
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(refer to a literature 1: "Planar Waveguide Optical Spectrum Analyzer Using a UV-Induced Grating" by C. K. Madsen et
al., IEEE Joumal of Selected Topics in Quantum Electronics, Vol. 4, No. 6, November/December 1998, 925-929, a
literature 2: "Fiber Grating Optical Spectrum Analyzer Tap" by Jefferson L Wagener et al., ECOC, 1997, 65-68, post-
deadline paper V. 5, and a literature 3: "Recent Progress in Optical Fiber Bragg Gratings" by Tetsuro Komukai et al.,
Technical Report of IEICE OPE95-114 (1995-12)).
[0047] A reflective wavelength λβ’ in the vacuum of such a tilted FBG is shifted to the shorter wavelength side by a
difference of cladding mode effective refractive index compared with the Bragg reflective wavelength λβ represented in
the above equation (1) (in the case where the grating direction is perpendicular to the axial direction of the optical fiber),
and therefore, is represented by the next equation (4) using the effective refractive index ncore of the core and effective
refractive index nclad of the clad of the optical fiber. 

[0048] Further, there has been known that a relationship between the reflective wavelength λβ’ of the tilted FBG, and
a radiation angle θ0 of the reflected light and a tilting angle θT of the grating plane as shown in FIG. 7, is represented by
the next equation (5) (refer to the literature 1 described above). 

[0049] According to a relationship between the equation (4) and the equation (5), it is understood that the radiation
angle θ0 of the reflected light is determined according to the reflective wavelength λβ’ and the grating pitch P. In the case
where the reflective wavelength λβ’ is fixed, the radiation angle θ0 has a large value when the grating pitch P is long.
[0050] Further, there has been known that the grating pitch P is gradually changed to the longitudinal direction of the
optical fiber to make the tilted FBG a chirped configuration, so that the reflected light is collected on a different position
for each wavelength (refer to U. S. Patent 5,061,032). Namely, in the titled and chirped FBG, by performing appropriately
the chirp designing, a reflected light of desired wavelength can be collected on a predetermined position along the
longitudinal direction of the optical fiber. Therefore, in the GEQ 8 in the present embodiment, by utilizing the above
characteristic of the tilted and chirped FBG, lights corresponding to the noise light in the wavelength range ∆λN and the
respective signal light wavelengths are collected on different positions outside the core of the optical fiber F.
[0051] As shown in FIG. 8, there has been known that a reflective wavelength λB(z) in the vacuum of the tilted and
chirped FBG is represented by the next equation (6) provided that the grating pitch in a position z is P(z), in the case
where the longitudinal direction of the optical fiber on which the tilted and chirped FBG is formed is the Z-axis (refer to
the above described literature 1). 

[0052] Further, the above reflective wavelength λB(z) can be represented by the next equation (6)’ provided that a
chirp amount of the titled and chirped FBG (a change amount of the grating pitch per unit length with respect to the
longitudinal direction of the optical fiber) is c(z), and a wavelength of the light reflected from a center position Z0 of the
tilted and chirped FBG is λB0.

 

[0053] A collecting position x0 and a focal distance f of the light of this reflective wavelength λB(z) in an X-axis direction
(a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direction of the optical fiber) can be represented by the next equations (7)
and (8). 
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[0054] By setting designing parameters (the grating pitch P(z), the effective refractive index n, the refractive index
modulation amount ∆n, the tilting angle θT of the grating plane, the chirp amount c(z) and the like) of the tilted and chirped
FBG as described in the above, it becomes possible to form an optical demultiplexing system for reflecting the noise
light in the wavelength range ∆λN outside the signal band and the light corresponding to each signal light wavelength
to the outside of the core of the optical fiber F, while being provided with the function as the GEQ (the transmission
wavelength characteristic capable of flattening the gain wavelength characteristic of the optical amplifying circuit 1 in
the signal band ∆λS).
[0055] To be specific, in order to realize the desired transmission wavelength characteristic in the signal band ∆λS, it
is possible to adjust the refractive index modulation amount ∆n, thereby achieving the optimization of the transmittance
to each wavelength (refer to a literature 4: "Gain Equalizer Using Slanted Fiber Bragg Gratings" by A. Niwa et al., Fujikura
Technical Report, October 2002).
[0056] Then, in order to prevent the primary gain equalization function of the GEQ from being deteriorated, the wave-
length λB(z) of the light to be reflected by the tilted and chirped FBG, and the radiation angle θ0 and focal distance f of
the reflected light are optimized, using the designing parameters other than the refractive index modulation amount ∆n,
so that the arrangement of each of the light receivers 3N, 31 to 3M is determined according to the position on which the
reflected light in the desired wavelength band is collected.
[0057] As a manufacturing method of the tilted and chirped FBG designed in the above manner, it is preferable to
control an irradiation time and a light amount of the ultraviolet light in each position in a longitudinal direction of the FBG,
thereby changing the reflectance (transmittance) to the light of each wavelength. For example, in the case where the
reflectance is made to be higher, in a predetermined position in the longitudinal direction of the FBG, on which the light
in an objective wavelength band is reflected, the ultraviolet light irradiation time and the ultraviolet light amount at the
time of forming the FBG are increased, thereby increasing the refractive index modulation amount ∆n.
[0058] It has been known that the focal distance f of the reflected light in the tilted and chirped FBG is changed
depending on the effective refractive index n, the chirp amount c(z), the tilting angle θT of the grating plane and the
refractive index modulation amount ∆n (refer to the above described literature 2). To shorten the focal distance f is
equivalent to the arrangement of the light receiver in the vicinity of the titled and chirped FBG while maintaining the high
wavelength resolution, and therefore, is effective in improving the monitoring accuracy and miniaturizing the optical
amplifier. Also in the case where the focal distance f is made to be shorter, in order to prevent the primary gain equalization
function of the GEQ from being deteriorated, it is preferable to use the designing parameters other than the refractive
index modulation amount ∆n. The chirp amount c(z) is preferably selected to be made larger, thereby enabling the
shortening of the focal distance f without a substantial influence on the function as the GEQ. For example, in the case
where the focal distance of about 18cm is necessary to obtain 0.1nm as the wavelength resolution, it is obtained by the
calculation that the focal distance can be reduced to 9cm the half of 18cm by reducing the chirp amount from 547nm/cm
to 273nm/cm. Note, such an example does not mean that the designing parameter selected for shortening the focal
distance f is limited to the chirp amount c(z).
[0059] In the above described example, it is basically considered that the light receiver is arranged corresponding to
the focal distance of the reflected light. However, contrary to the above, it is also possible to design such that the light
receiver is arranged on a position shorter than the focal distance to make the wavelength resolution of the monitor rough
in an allowable range, thereby achieving the miniaturization of the optical amplifier and the low cost by the reduction of
the number of light receivers. To be specific, the light receiver is brought closer to a position where the desired wavelength
resolution can be obtained, than the focal distance f of the reflected light of each wavelength, which is determined with
the designing parameters of the tilted and chirped FBG, to make daringly the wavelength resolution rough, thereby
achieving the miniaturization of the optical amplifier and the reduction of the number of light receivers. Thus, it is possible
to arbitrarily design the wavelength resolution of the monitor, and the arrangement and number of the light receivers,
according to the required performance of the optical amplifier Further, as an application example for simplifying the
assembly of the light receiving section, it is also effective to determine the arrangement so that the plurality of light
receivers corresponding to the respective wavelength bands are arrayed in a straight line, to use the arrayed light
receivers (PD array). By applying such a configuration, it becomes possible to realize the optical amplifier of further low
cost and simple configuration.
[0060] According to the second embodiment in which the designing of the GEQ 8 using the tilted and chirped FBG is
performed, it is possible to realize the monitor system of simple optical circuit configuration, using the GEQ provided in
the typical WDM optical amplifier, without the necessity of inserting the monitoring optical branching device or the like
on the optical fiber F through which the main signal light is propagated. Thus, it becomes possible to monitor with high
accuracy the total power of the noise light LN generated in the optical amplifying circuit 1, and also it becomes possible
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to monitor the wavelength characteristic of the output power of the light corresponding to each signal light wavelength.
By controlling the optical amplifying circuit 1 using these monitoring results, it is possible to stably obtain the optical
output LOUT having the flat wavelength characteristic in which the signal light power of each wavelength is uniformed at
a desired level as shown in FIG. 9 for example. Further, since the monitor system utilizing the above GEQ is basically
equivalent to the one in which the reflective characteristic is added to the outside of the signal band in the typical GEQ,
the primary gain equalization function of the GEQ is not deteriorated. Further, since the reflectance of the GEQ 8 to the
wavelength range ∆λN outside the signal band does not depend on the reflectance in the signal band ∆λS and accordingly,
can be arbitrarily set according to the performance or the like of the light receiver 3N, it becomes possible to receive the
noise light of large power to monitor the noise light with excellent accuracy, compared with the monitor system using
the conventional optical branching device. In addition, the wavelength resolution of the monitor can be changed according
to the arrangement of the respective light receivers 3N, and 31 to 3M to the GEQ 8, and therefore, the flexibility can be
achieved in which a monitoring function sufficient to the required performance can be realized.
[0061] In the optical amplifier in the second embodiment, as well as in the first embodiment, it is surely possible to
transmit the total power of the noise light LN monitored by the upstream side optical amplifier to the downstream side
optical amplifier, to perform the noise light correction in the no-signal light input detection in the downstream side optical
amplifier, and also to perform the control for avoiding the oscillating operation of the optical amplifier utilizing the noise
light power monitored by the light receiver.
[0062] Note, in the second embodiment, the description has been made on the case where the GEQ 8 is configured
by using the tilted and chirped FBG. However, the present invention is not limited thereto, and it is also possible to form
the tilted and chirped diffraction grating utilizing a photonic crystal disclosed in a literature 5: "Optical devices with
wavelength-selectivity using multi-dimensional periodic structure" by Osamu Hanaizumi et al., For limit utilization of
wavelength integration operating photonics-optical spectrum resource - symposium 2003, lectures p.85 to 88, January
21 to 22, 2004, instead of the FBG.
[0063] Further, in the second embodiment, the function as the optical reflection medium is added to the GEQ provided
in the typical WDM optical amplifier, to monitor the noise light power and the like. However, in the optical amplifier which
amplifies a signal light of single wavelength for example, the tilted FBG may be applied to the optical filter for rejecting
the noise light, which is disposed instead of the GEQ, thereby adding the function as the optical reflection medium.
[0064] Moreover, in the second embodiment, the common GEQ 8 monitors the noise light existing in the predetermined
wavelength range ∆λN outside the signal band simultaneously with the wavelength characteristic of the output light
corresponding to each signal light wavelength. However, the present invention is effective, even in the case where the
tilted and chirped FBG from which the monitoring function of the noise light is omitted, is applied to the typical GEQ. In
such a case, it is possible to monitor the wavelength characteristic of output light with a simple optical circuit configuration,
compared with the output light monitor system using the conventional optical branching device and the like.
[0065] In addition, in the second embodiment, the constitutional example has been shown in which the light reflected
to be radiated to the outside of the core of the optical fiber F by the GEQ 8 is directly received by each of the light
receivers 3N, and 31 to 3M. However, the constitution may be such that a lens medium (as specific examples, a ball lens,
an aspherical lens, a cylindrical lens or a prism, or a combination of these lenses, or the like) is disposed between the
GEQ 8 and each of the light receivers 3N, and 31 to 3M, to improve the collecting property of the reflected light reached
at each of the light receivers 3N, and 31 to 3M. Further, if the wavelength resolution of the monitor is within the allowable
range, it is possible to suppress the attenuation of the reflected light even in the case where each light receiver is arranged
closer to an outer surface of the clad of the optical fiber F on which the GEQ 8 is formed.
[0066] Next, a third embodiment of the present invention will be described.
[0067] FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an optical amplifier in the second embodiment.
[0068] In FIG. 10, the optical amplifier in the third embodiment is a specific example in the case where the present
invention is applied to a configuration in which a distributed Raman amplifier (DRA) 100 and an erbium doped optical
fiber amplifier (EDFA) 200 are connected in cascade.
[0069] The DRA 100 on the former stage supplies a Raman amplification pumping light LP1 generated in a pumping
light source (LD) 110 to an input side transmission path (optical amplification medium) via an optical multiplexer 111, to
amplify a signal light being propagated through the transmission path due to a Raman effect. A noise light is generated
with the Raman amplification of the signal light in the transmission path, and this noise light passes through the optical
multiplexer 111 together with the Raman amplified signal light, to be input to a DRA gain equalizer (GEQ) 120. Note,
herein, one example of the distributed Raman amplifier is shown in which the transmission path is the optical amplification
medium. However, the present invention is not limited thereto, and it is also possible to use a DCFRA or the like in which
for example a dispersion compensating fiber (DCF) or the like is made to be the optical amplification medium, and the
pumping light is injected to the DCF to Raman amplify the signal light.
[0070] As well as the GEQ 8 in the above described second embodiment, the DRA GEQ 120 has the function of
reflecting the noise light existing in the predetermined wavelength range outside the signal band and the light corre-
sponding to each signal light wavelength to radiate the reflected lights to the outside of the core of the optical fiber F, in
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addition to a function of flattening a gain wavelength characteristic of Raman amplification in the transmission path. The
light of each wavelength reflected to be radiated to the outside of the core of the optical fiber F by the DRA GEQ 120 is
received by a light receiver (PD) 130 where the power thereof is measured. The total power of the noise light generated
due to the Raman amplification and a wavelength characteristic of the output power of the Raman amplified signal light
of each wavelength are computed in a computation circuit 140, based on the measurement result. The computation
results in the computation circuit 140 are transmitted to a DRA control circuit 170 which controls the pumping light source
110, and also to an EDFA control circuit 270 on the latter stage. Further, a part of the light which passes through the
DRA GEQ 120 to be input to the EDFA 200 on the latter stage, is branched by an optical branching device 150 as a
monitor light LM1, and the power of the monitor light LM1 is measured by a light receiver (PD) 160. The measurement
result in the light receiver 160 is transmitted to the DRA control circuit 170 and also to the EDFA control circuit 270.
[0071] The EDFA 200 is of a two-staged configuration consisting of an EDF 212 on the former stage to which a pumping
light LP2 generated in a pumping light source (LD) 210 is supplied via an optical multiplexer 211 and an EDF 217 on the
latter stage to which a pumping light LP3 generated in a pumping light source (LD) 215 is supplied via an optical multiplexer
216, and is provided with, between the EDF 212 and the EDF 217, a variable optical attenuator (VOA) 280 for controlling
an output level, and also an EDFA GEQ 220 and an optical branching device 250 are disposed on the optical fiber F on
the latter stage of the optical amplifier 216. As well as the GEQ 8 in the above described second embodiment, the EDFA
GEQ 220 has the function of reflecting the noise light existing in the predetermined wavelength range outside the signal
band and the light corresponding to each signal light wavelength to radiate the reflected lights to the outside of the core
of the optical fiber F, in addition to a function of flattening a gain wavelength characteristic in the entirety of the EDF 212
and EDF 217. The light of each wavelength reflected to be radiated to the outside of the core of the optical fiber F by
the EDFA GEQ 220 is received by a light receiver (PD) 230 where the power thereof is measured. The total power of
the noise lights generated in the respective EDF 212 and EDF 217, and the wavelength characteristic of the output
power of the signal light of each wavelength amplified in each of the EDF 212 and the EDF 217, are computed in a
computation circuit 240. The computation results in the computation circuit 240 are transmitted to the EDFA control
circuit 270. Further, a part of the light passed through the EDFA GEQ 220 is branched by the optical branching device
250 as a monitor light LM2, and the power of the monitor light LM2 is measured by a light receiver (PD) 260. The
measurement result in the light receiver 260 is transmitted to the EDFA control circuit 270. The EDFA control circuit 270
controls the respective pumping light sources 210 and 215, and the variable optical attenuator 280, based on output
signals from the computation circuit 240, and the light receivers 160 and 260. Note, a system supervisory control circuit
300 in the figure is for giving signal light information relating to the number, the allocation and the like, of wavelengths
of the signal lights contained in the WDM light to be amplified in the present optical amplifier, to the respective computation
circuits 140 and 240 in the DRA 100 and the EDFA 200. The signal light information from this system supervisory control
circuit 300 is referred to, when the noise light correction is performed in each of the computation circuits 140 and 240,
for example, so as to avoid the deterioration of the monitoring accuracy due to a change in an operating situation (number
of signals, signal band and the like) of the optical communication system to which the present optical amplifier is applied.
[0072] In the optical amplifier having the above configuration in the present embodiment, a supply state of the Raman
amplification pumping light LP1 (for example, a ratio or the like of pumping light power of each wavelength in the case
where the pumping light of a plurality of wavelengths are supplied to the transmission path,) is controlled in the DRA
control circuit 170, based on a wavelength characteristic of the DRA output power in the signal band, which is monitored
by the DRA GEQ 120, the light receiver 130 and the computation circuit 140, so that a gain wavelength characteristic
of the DRA is optimized. As a result, the total power of the changed DRA output is controlled to a desired level, by
adjusting the supply power or the like of the Raman amplification pumping light LP1 based on the monitored values by
the optical branching device 150 and the light receiver 160. Further, information relating to the total power of the noise
light generated due to the Raman amplification, which is obtained in the computation circuit 140, is transmitted to the
EDFA control circuit 270 from the computation circuit 140.
[0073] In the EDFA 200 on the latter stage, the total power of the noise lights generated in the EDF 212 and the EDF
217 and the wavelength characteristic of the output power in the signal band, which are monitored in the EDFA GEQ
220, the light receiver 230 and the computation circuit 240, are transmitted to the EDFA control circuit 270, and the total
power of the output light LOUT monitored in the optical branching device 250 and the light receiver 260 is transmitted to
the EDFA control circuit 270. Then, in the EDFA control circuit 270, the noise light correction is performed on the output
light LOUT added with not only the noise lights generated in the EDF 212 and the EDF 217, but also the noise light
generated in the DRA 100 on the former stage, and supply states of the pumping lights LP2 and LP3 are adjusted based
on the correction result, so that a gain wavelength characteristic of the EDFA is controlled, and also an attenuation
amount of the VOA 280 is adjusted so that an output level is controlled. Further, in the EDFA control circuit 270, the
total power of the noise light transmitted from the computation circuit 140 of the DRA 100 is used so that the noise light
correction is performed on a threshold for no-input detection. In the case where the monitored value of the light receiver
160 becomes less than the threshold, the no-input of the signal light is detected so that shut-down controls of the pumping
light sources 210, 215 and the like are performed. Further, in the case where the EDFA 200 has a large gain coefficient,
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the noise light power in the wavelength range in the vicinity of a gain peak is monitored in the EDFA GEQ 220, the light
receiver 230 and the computation circuit 240, to control the power of each of the pumping lights LP2 and LP3 so that the
monitored value does not exceed an oscillation threshold to which a reference is previously set, thereby avoiding an
oscillating operation of the EDFA 200.
[0074] According to the optical amplifier in the third embodiment as described above, it is possible to monitor high
accurately, with a simple optical circuit configuration, the noise lights generated in the DRA 100 and the EDFA 200, and
the wavelength characteristic of the output power of each of the DRA 100 and the EDFA 200. Therefore, by performing
various controls of the DRA 100 and the EDFA 200 based on the monitored results, it becomes possible to stably obtain
the signal light output of flat wavelength characteristic, which is controlled to a desired output level, and at the same
time, it becomes possible to perform the shutdown control reliably without an influence of the noise light.
[0075] Note, in the third embodiment, the constitutional example has been shown in which the DRA 100 and the EDFA
200 are connected in cascade. However, the configuration of the optical amplifier according to the present invention is
not limited to the above example, and it is possible to apply the monitoring technology of the present invention to an
optical amplifier of know configuration.
[0076] Further, in the first to third embodiments, the configuration has been such that the optical reflection medium
or the optical filter such as GEQ or the like to which the function as the optical reflection medium is added, is disposed
to the inside of the optical amplifier. However, the present invention is not limited thereto, and as shown in FIG. 11 for
example, the configuration may be such that the optical reflection medium 2 is disposed on the transmission path which
connects between an upstream optical amplifier A1 and a downstream optical amplifier A2, and the light receiver 3 and
the computation circuit 4 are disposed in the vicinity of the optical reflection medium 2, to configure an optical monitor
circuit, thereby monitoring the power of the noise light LN generated in the upstream optical amplifier A1, the wavelength
characteristic of the signal light output and the like. In such an optical monitor circuit, it is also possible to achieve an
effect same as that in each of the embodiments described above.

Claims

1. An optical amplifier comprising:

an optical amplification section that amplifies a signal light;
an optical reflection medium which is disposed on an optical fiber connected to said optical amplification section
and is capable of reflecting a noise light which exists in a predetermined wavelength range outside a signal
band, among noise lights generated in said optical amplification section, to radiate the reflected noise light to
the outside of a core of said optical fiber,
a light receiving section that receives the noise light reflected to be radiated to the outside of the core of said
optical fiber by said optical reflection medium, to detect the power of the noise light; and
a computation section that computes the total power of the noise lights generated in said optical amplification
section based on the detection result of said light receiving section.

2. An optical amplifier according to claim 1,
wherein when said optical amplifier includes an optical filter device which transmits the signal light in accordance
with a previously set transmission wavelength characteristic, on the optical fiber connected to said optical amplifi-
cation section, said optical filter device is provided with a function as said optical reflection medium.

3. An optical amplifier according to claim 2,
wherein said optical amplification section amplifies a wavelength division multiplexed light containing a plurality of
signal lights of different wavelengths, and
said optical filter device is a gain equalization optical filter having a transmission wavelength characteristic capable
of flattening a gain wavelength characteristic of said optical amplification section in a signal band of said wavelength
division multiplexed light, and also a reflection characteristic capable of reflecting the noise light existing in the
predetermined wavelength range outside the signal band to radiate the reflected noise light to the outside of the
core of said optical fiber.

4. An optical amplifier according to claim 3,
wherein said gain equalization optical filter has a reflection characteristic capable of reflecting a light corresponding
to a wavelength of said each signal light to radiate the reflected light to the outside of the core of said optical fiber,
 said light receiving section includes a first light receiver which receives the noise light reflected to be radiated to
the outside of the core of said optical fiber by said gain equalization optical filter, to detect the power of the noise
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light, and a second light receiver which receives the light corresponding to the wavelength of said each signal light
reflected to be radiated to the outside of the core of said optical fiber by said gain equalization optical filter, to detect
the power of the light, and
said computation circuit computes the total power of the noise lights generated in said optical amplifying section
based on the detection result in said first light receiver, and also judges a wavelength characteristic of the optical
power in the signal band based on the detection result in said second light receiver.

5. An optical amplifier according to claim 2,
wherein said optical amplifying section amplifies a signal light of a single wavelength, and
said optical filter device is an optical filter for rejecting the noise light which has a transmission band whose center
is a wavelength of said signal light, and has a reflection characteristic capable of reflecting a noise light existing in
a predetermined wavelength range outside said transmission band to radiate the reflected noise light to the outside
of the core of said optical fiber.

6. An optical amplifier according to claim 1,
wherein said optical reflection medium includes a diffraction grating in which a normal direction of a grating plane
is arranged to be tilted to an axial direction of said optical fiber, and reflects a part of a light propagated through said
optical fiber to radiate the reflected light to the outside of the core of said optical fiber.

7. An optical amplifier according to claim 6,
wherein said optical reflection medium includes a tilted fiber grating in which a Bragg diffraction grating is formed
to be tilted to the axial direction of said optical fiber.

8. An optical amplifier according to claim 7,
wherein said optical reflection medium includes a tilted and chirped fiber grating in which grating spacing of said
Bragg diffraction grating is gradually changed along the axial direction of said optical fiber.

9. An optical amplifier according to claim 8,
 wherein said light receiving section is arranged on a position according to a focal distance of the light reflected to
be radiated to the outside of the core of said optical fiber by said optical reflection medium.

10. An optical amplifier according to claim 8,
wherein said light receiving section is arranged on a position closer to said optical reflection medium side than the
focal point of the light reflected to be radiated to the outside of the core of said optical fiber by said optical reflection
medium.

11. An optical amplifier according to claim 6,
wherein said optical reflection medium is configured by arranging a photonic crystal on said optical fiber to form said
diffraction grating.

12. An optical amplifier according to claim 1,
wherein there is provided a control section that corrects the noise light power contained in the optical output power
from said optical amplification section based on the total power of the noise lights computed in said computation
section to calculate the optical output power of only a signal light component, thereby controlling said optical am-
plification section according to the calculation result.

13. An optical amplifier according to claim 1,
wherein the total power of the noise lights computed in said computation section is transmitted to a downstream
side optical amplifier, and in said downstream side optical amplifier, no-input of the signal light is detected, based
on the optical power of only the signal light which is calculated by subtracting the noise light power generated in an
upstream side optical amplifier from the total output light power.

14. An optical amplifier according to claim 1,
wherein said optical reflection medium is capable of reflecting a noise light in the vicinity of a gain peak wavelength
of said optical amplifying section to radiate the reflected noise light to the outside of the core of said optical fiber, and
there is provided a control section that controls said optical amplifying section so that the noise light power in the
vicinity of said gain peak wavelength, which is detected by said light receiving section, becomes less than a previously
set oscillation threshold.
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15. An optical amplifier according to claim 1,
 wherein said optical amplifying section includes a rare-earth element doped fiber amplifier.

16. An optical amplifier according to claim 1,
wherein said optical amplifying section includes a Raman amplifier which injects a pumping light to an optical
amplification medium to Raman amplify the signal light.

17. An optical amplifier according to claim 1,
wherein said optical amplifying section includes a semiconductor optical amplifier.

18. An optical monitor circuit comprising:

an optical reflection medium formed on an optical fiber through which a plurality of lights of different wavelengths
is propagated, including a diffraction grating in which a normal direction of a grating plane is arranged to be
tilted to an axial direction of said optical fiber and a reflection characteristic thereof is designed so that the
reflectance to the light in a first wavelength band and the reflectance to the light in a second wavelength band
different from said first wavelength band are different from each other, among the lights propagated through
said optical fiber, and being capable of radiating the reflected lights to the outside of the core of said optical fiber;
a first light receiving section that receives the light in said first wavelength band reflected to be radiated to the
outside of the core of said optical fiber by said optical reflection medium, to detect the power of the radiated
light; and
a second light receiving section that receives the light in said second wavelength band reflected to be radiated
to the outside of the core of said optical fiber by said optical reflection medium, to detect the power of the radiated
light.

19. An optical monitor circuit according to claim 18,
wherein the lights propagated through said optical fiber contain a signal light in said first wavelength band, and only
a noise light exists in said second wavelength band, and
in said optical reflection medium, the reflection characteristic of said diffracting grating is designed so that the
reflectance to the noise light in said second wavelength band is higher than the reflectance to the light in said first
wavelength band.

20. An optical monitor circuit according to claim 18,
wherein said optical reflection medium includes a tilted fiber grating in which a Bragg diffraction grating is formed
to be tilted to an axial direction of said optical fiber.

21. An optical monitor circuit according to claim 20,
wherein said optical reflection medium includes a tilted and chirped fiber grating in which grating spacing of said
Bragg diffraction grating is gradually changed along the axial direction of said optical fiber.
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