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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a technology
for controlling a dataflow that provides data obtained in
a device such as a sensor to an application that uses the
data.

RELATED ART

[0002] Currently, an IT environment called M2M Cloud
is attracting attention. M2M (Machine to Machine) refers
to a system in which machines having various applica-
tions, sizes and performances exchange information
over a network. By using this information, appropriate
control of each machine and situation analysis of the real
world become possible. As a result of factors such as
improvement in wireless communication technologies
that support M2M, miniaturization of machines and cost
reductions, expectations for implementation are building.
[0003] M2M Cloud is the platform that realizes such
M2M technologies in a cloud computing environment.
This provides basic functions required in M2M, such as
services ranging from data collection and storage to
processing and analysis, as applications on a cloud, en-
abling use from anywhere. Collective management of da-
ta can enhance reliability and completeness. Also, for
users, there is the advantage of being able to use as
much collected data and as many computer resources
as needed. Thus, it is possible to analyze big data and
obtain added value without building a system individually,
and application in a wide range of fields is expected.
[0004] Also, as shown in Patent Document 1, a tech-
nology called a sensor network is being investigated. This
technology enables collection, management and seam-
less use of sensing data, by installing sensor devices
(hereinafter, also referred to simply as "sensors") having
a sensing function and a communication function in var-
ious locations, movable bodies, industrial facilities and
the like, and networking these sensors.
[0005] Usually, sensors are installed in order to collect
data that is required by the entity that owns the sensors.
Thus, it is often the case that the sensing data is not used
(the sensors themselves are not operating or the sensing
data is not used even when the sensors are operating)
except when data is collected by the entity that owns the
sensors. Thus, the distributability of the sensing data is
low, and no matter how significant the data is to a third
party, analysis and use is limited to the entity that owns
the sensors. As a result, this leads to overlapping invest-
ment of facilities and network congestion due to commu-
nication with individually installed sensors.
[0006] Also, a technology called IoT (Internet of
Things) is being investigated. This technology produces
new value by combining information relating to many
things that exist in the world over a network, and seam-
less deployment of various services including social in-

frastructure is expected. In order to produce value from
IoT, the condition of the things that are connected to the
network needs to be known, and sensing and communi-
cation are thus important element technologies.
[0007] Non patent document Information as a Service
Based Architectural Solution for WSN (Ankur Deshwal,
Soma Kohli, Chethan .K.P), First IEEE International Con-
ference on Communications in China: Advanced Internet
and Cloud pertains wireless sensors. In particular, in the
publication IaaS paradigm of Cloud Computing in virtu-
alization of sensor networks is presented.
[0008] Patent document EP 2 801 962 A1 discloses a
data flow control order generating apparatus that in-
cludes: a sensor side metadata acquisition unit acquiring
sensor side metadata as information related to a sensor
that outputs sensing data; an application side metadata
acquisition unit acquiring application side metadata as
information related to an application that provides a serv-
ice by using the sensing data; a matching unit performing
matching between the sensor side metadata and the ap-
plication side metadata to extract the sensor capable of
providing the sensing data that satisfies the request of
the application; and an instruction unit transmitting a data
flow control order that identifies the sensor extracted by
the matching unit and the application to a sensor man-
aging apparatus that manages the sensor.

RELATED ART DOCUMENTS

PATENT DOCUMENTS

[0009]

Patent Document 1: JP 2007-300571A
Patent Document 2: WO 2014/041826

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0010] The applicant of the present invention, in order
to realize a mechanism for appropriately distributing in-
formation resources such as sensing data in IoT, inves-
tigated a system that specifies a sensor capable of ac-
quiring sensing data that satisfies the requirements of an
application that uses the sensing data and controls the
dataflow from the sensor to the application, by matching
"sensor-side metadata" that describes information relat-
ing to the sensor with "app-side metadata" that describes
information relating to the application (see Patent Docu-
ment 2).
[0011] Furthermore, the applicant of the present inven-
tion focused on a technology called a "virtual sensor" as
one element technology that develops and expands sen-
sor networks (see Patent Document 2). For example, if
a program module that processes sensing data obtained
from an original sensor and outputs the processed data
as new data is created as a virtual sensor and provided
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to the user of a sensor network, the user is able to use
the virtual sensor indistinguishably from a real sensor.
By introducing such a virtual sensor, various effects can
be expected, such as promotion of the utilization of sens-
ing data and provision of sensing data having new added
value. In addition, those who are not in possession of a
real sensor can also participate in distribution markets
as virtual sensor operators, and it can be expected that
this will lead to the development of markets.
[0012] Incidentally, in realizing dataflow control from a
sensor to an application, different mechanisms are re-
quired in the case of a real sensor and the case of a
virtual sensor. In the case of a real sensor, one-to-one
data exchange between the "real sensor" (or sensor net-
work adaptor, which is a device that connects the real
sensor to the network) on the data provider-side and the
"application" on the data user-side need only be per-
formed, whereas, in the case of a virtual
sensor, data exchange between three parties, namely,
the "original sensor" that provides the original data re-
quired in generation of virtual sensing data, the "virtual
sensor" and the "application", rather than between the
two parties of the "virtual sensor" and the "application",
is required.
[0013] It is also conceivable, for example, to employ a
mechanism in which a virtual sensor actively collects re-
quired original data from a real sensor and stores the
collected data. However, in the case of such a mecha-
nism, a function for data collection will be required in the
virtual sensor, and a mass database for storing the col-
lected data will be required. Also, an excessive load for
data collection/management arises in the virtual sensor,
and difficulties could possibly occur in data provision from
the virtual sensor to the application. Therefore, a mech-
anism that realizes a dataflow from a real sensor to a
virtual sensor in a simple and efficient manner is desired.
[0014] Note that although a sensor network has been
given as an example in the foregoing description, exactly
the same issues can also arise with a network in which
data that is output (provided) by a device other than a
sensor is distributed. As a device other than a sensor,
any device that outputs data of some kind is applicable,
such as an actuator, a controller, a computer, a house-
hold electrical appliance, a wearable terminal, an auto-
matic ticket gate, a vending machine and an ATM. In this
specification, the term "device" is used as a concept that
encompasses these apparatuses (including sensors),
and a network that distributes data output (provided) by
such a device is called a "device network". The various
types of devices illustrated above can exist together and
be connected in the device network.
[0015] The present invention was made in view of the
above circumstances, and an object thereof is to provide
a technology for realizing an efficient dataflow of data of
a virtual device in a device network.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0016] The invention is defined by the appended inde-
pendent claims. Further preferred embodiments are de-
scribed in the dependent claims. According to an aspect
1 of the disclosure there is described a dataflow control
apparatus including a device-side metadata storage unit
configured to store, for each of a plurality of devices, de-
vice-side metadata including at least information that in-
dicates a specification of data that the device is capable
of providing, an app-side metadata storage unit config-
ured to store, for an application that uses data to provide
a service, app-side metadata including at least informa-
tion that indicates a specification of data that the appli-
cation requires, a matching unit configured to extract a
device capable of providing data that satisfies the spec-
ification that the application requires from among the plu-
rality of devices, by matching the app-side metadata and
the device-side metadata, and a dataflow instructing unit
configured to generate and transmit a dataflow control
command
that instructs transmission of data, based on a result of
the matching by the matching unit, and, in a case where
the extracted device is a virtual device that generates
new data on a basis of data obtained from one or more
original devices and outputs the generated new data as
virtual data, the dataflow instructing unit is configured to
transmit, to the original device or an apparatus that man-
ages the original device, a first dataflow control command
instructing transmission of data from the original device
to the virtual device, and transmit, to the virtual device or
an apparatus that manages the virtual device, a second
dataflow control command instructing transmission of vir-
tual data from the virtual device to the application.
[0017] According to the aspect 1, in the case of a virtual
device, two dataflow control commands, namely, a first
dataflow control command and a second dataflow control
command, are generated, with the first dataflow control
command being transmitted to an original device (device
that provides original data required in generation of virtual
data) or an apparatus that manages the original device,
and the second dataflow control command being trans-
mitted to the virtual device or an apparatus that manages
the virtual device. Due to transmission of original data
from the original device to the virtual device being exe-
cuted based on the first dataflow control command, and
transmission of virtual data from the virtual device to the
application being executed based on the second dataflow
control command, data exchange between the three par-
ties of the "original device", the "virtual device" and the
"application" is performed. According to this mechanism,
since original data required in generation of virtual data
is sent to the virtual device automatically, the virtual de-
vice does not need to collect or store required original
data itself (actively), and an excessive load for data col-
lection/management also does not arise. Therefore, an
efficient dataflow of virtual data can be realized.
[0018] The disclosure according to an aspect 2 is the
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dataflow control apparatus according to the aspect 1
characterized by, in a case where the extracted device
is a real device, the dataflow instructing unit transmitting,
to the real device or an apparatus that manages the real
device, a third dataflow control command instructing
transmission of data from the real device to the applica-
tion.
[0019] According to the disclosure of the aspect 2, in
the case of a real device, a third dataflow control com-
mand is transmitted to the real device or an apparatus
that manages the real device, and transmission of data
from the real device to the application is executed based
on this third dataflow control command. In this way, as a
result of appropriately changing the contents and trans-
mission destination of dataflow control commands, de-
pending on whether the device extracted through match-
ing is a real device or a virtual device, the dataflow of
both real devices and virtual devices can be realized in
a simple manner.
[0020] The disclosure according to an aspect 3 is the
dataflow control apparatus according to the aspect 1 or
2 characterized by the dataflow control command includ-
ing time information designating a time at which data to
be transmitted is to be sensed or generated or a time at
which data is to be transmitted, and the dataflow instruct-
ing unit setting respective time information for the first
dataflow control command and the second dataflow con-
trol command, such that sensing, generation or trans-
mission of data based on the first dataflow control com-
mand is executed before generation or transmission of
virtual data based on the second dataflow control com-
mand.
[0021] According to aspect 3, due to the original device
or an apparatus that manages the original device oper-
ating in accordance with the first dataflow control com-
mand, and the virtual device or an apparatus that man-
ages the virtual device operating in accordance with the
second dataflow control command, it is assured that
sensing, data generation or data transmission by the orig-
inal device will be executed prior to generation or trans-
mission of virtual data by the virtual device. That is, orig-
inal data required in generation of virtual data is sensed
or generated at a suitable time in the original device, and
sent to the virtual device in time for generation or trans-
mission of virtual data. Therefore, an efficient dataflow
of virtual data can be realized.
[0022] The disclosure according to an aspect 5 is a
dataflow control method including steps of acquiring, by
a computer, for each of a plurality of devices, device-side
metadata including at least information that indicates a
specification of data that the device is capable of provid-
ing, from a device-side metadata storage unit configured
to store the device-side metadata, acquiring, by the com-
puter, for an application that uses data to provide a serv-
ice, app-side metadata including at least information that
indicates a specification of data that the application re-
quires, from an app-side metadata storage unit config-
ured to store the app-side metadata, extracting, by the

computer, a device capable of providing data that satis-
fies the specification that the application requires from
among the plurality of devices, by matching the app-side
metadata and the device-side metadata, and generating
and transmitting, by the computer, a dataflow control
command that instructs transmission of data, based on
a result of the matching, and, in a case where the ex-
tracted device is a virtual device that generates new data
on a basis of data obtained from one or more original
devices and outputs the generated new data as virtual
data, the transmitting of the dataflow control command
including transmitting, to the original device or an appa-
ratus that manages the original device, a first dataflow
control command instructing transmission of data from
the original device to the virtual device, and transmitting,
to the virtual device or an apparatus that manages the
virtual device, a second dataflow control command in-
structing transmission of virtual data from the virtual de-
vice to the application.
[0023] According to aspect 5, in the case of a virtual
device, two dataflow control commands, namely, a first
dataflow control command and a second dataflow control
command, are generated, with the first dataflow control
command being transmitted to an original device (device
that provides original data required in generation of virtual
data) or an apparatus that manages the original device,
and the second dataflow control command being trans-
mitted to the virtual device or an apparatus that manages
the virtual device. Due to transmission of original data
from the original device to the virtual device being exe-
cuted based on the first dataflow control command, and
transmission of virtual data from the virtual device to the
application being executed based on the second dataflow
control command, data exchange between the three par-
ties of the "original device", the "virtual device" and the
"application" is performed. According to this mechanism,
since original data required in generation of virtual data
is sent to the virtual device automatically, the virtual de-
vice does not need to collect or store required original
data itself (actively), and an excessive load for data col-
lection/management also does not arise. Therefore, an
efficient dataflow of virtual data can be realized.
[0024] The disclosure according to an aspect 6 is a
program that causes a computer to execute the steps of
the dataflow control method according to the aspect 5.
[0025] According to aspect 6, in the case of a virtual
device, two dataflow control commands, namely, a first
dataflow control command and a second dataflow control
command, are generated, with the first dataflow control
command being transmitted to an original device (device
that provides original data required in generation of virtual
data) or an apparatus that manages the original device,
and the second dataflow control command being trans-
mitted to the virtual device or an apparatus that manages
the virtual device. Due to transmission of original data
from the original device to the virtual device being exe-
cuted based on the first dataflow control command, and
transmission of virtual data from the virtual device to the
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application being executed based on the second dataflow
control command, data exchange between the three par-
ties of the "original device", the "virtual device" and the
"application" is performed. According to this mechanism,
since original data required in generation of virtual data
is sent to the virtual device automatically, the virtual de-
vice does not need to collect or store required original
data itself (actively), and an excessive load for data col-
lection/management also does not arise. Therefore, an
efficient dataflow of virtual data can be realized.
[0026] A "device" in the present invention means all
devices that output (provide) data of some kind, exam-
ples of which include sensors, actuators, controllers,
computers, household electrical appliances, wearable
terminals, automatic ticket gates, vending machines and
ATMs. Above all, the present invention is preferably ap-
plied to a sensor network that distributes sensing data
output from a sensor.
[0027] Note that the present invention can be regarded
as a dataflow control apparatus that has at least a part
of the above configurations or functions. The present in-
vention can also be regarded as a device network system
that has the dataflow control apparatus. The present in-
vention can also be regarded as a dataflow control meth-
od that includes at least a part of the above processing,
a program for causing a computer to execute this method,
or a computer-readable recording medium on which such
a program is recorded in a non-transitory manner. The
present invention can also be regarded as a control com-
mand datastream for controlling the above dataflow. The
present invention can be configured by combining the
various configurations and processing that are described
above as long as there are no technical inconsistencies.

EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0028] According to the present invention, an efficient
dataflow of data of a virtual device in a device network
can be realized.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0029]

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing the overall configuration
of a sensor network system.
Fig. 2A is a diagram showing an example of a sensor-
side metadata management table, and
Fig. 2B is a diagram showing an example of an app-
side metadata management table.
Fig. 3A is a diagram showing an example of a virtual
sensor class management table, and
Fig. 3B is a diagram showing an example of a virtual
sensor instance management table.
Fig. 4 is a flowchart of matching and dataflow control
by a sensor network server.
Figs. 5A and 5B are diagrams showing an example
of dataflow control commands in the case of a virtual

sensor, and Fig. 5C is a diagram showing an exam-
ple of a dataflow control command in the case of a
real sensor.

EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0030] Hereinafter, a preferred embodiment of the
present invention will be described, with reference to the
drawings. Description of configurations that is given be-
low can be appropriately changed depending on the con-
figuration of the system and various conditions to which
the invention is applied, and it is not intended to limit the
scope of this invention to the following description.
[0031] The embodiment discussed below describes an
example in which the present invention is applied to a
sensor network system that uses M2M Cloud. By realiz-
ing this mechanism, anyone in any location becomes
able to easily acquire desired information from a diverse
range of information that is obtained from the large
number of sensors (both real and virtual sensors can
exist together) that exist in a sensor network, and it is
expected that effective use of sensors (resources) and
distribution of sensing data from data providers to data
users will be promoted. This system can be applied and
deployed to various applications, such as a traffic control
system that is based on sensing data of traffic conditions,
a weather forecasting system that is based on environ-
mental sensing data, and various types of analytical sys-
tems that use big data.

Overall System Configuration

[0032] The overall configuration of a sensor network
system according to the embodiment of the present in-
vention will be described, with reference to Fig. 1. This
sensor network system is a system for controlling the
distribution of sensing data from data providers to data
users, and has, in summary, a plurality of real sensors
10, a sensor network adaptor 11 which is an apparatus
that manages the real sensors 10, a plurality of applica-
tion servers 12 having applications that use sensing data
to provide services, a virtual sensor server 13 which is
an apparatus that manages virtual sensors, and a sensor
network server 14 serving as dataflow control apparatus
that administers mediation between providers and users
of sensing data.
[0033] The apparatuses are communicably connected
by a wide area network such as the Internet or by a LAN.
Note that the network is not limited to a single network,
and may be conceived as a conceptual entity in which a
plurality of networks having various communication
methods and topologies are interconnected. In short, any
form of network capable of realizing transmission and
reception of sensing data and transmission and reception
of data such as metadata and dataflow control com-
mands related to distribution of sensing data may be
used.
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Real Sensors

[0034] The real sensors 10 are devices that detect the
physical quantity of a sensing object and changes there-
in, and outputs detected data as sensing data. In this
specification, in order to distinguish from a virtual sensor,
a sensor having physical substance is called a "real sen-
sor" (may also be simply described as a "sensor" when
it is not necessary to distinguish between virtual and real
sensors). The real sensors 10 are, for example, sensors
such as image sensors (surveillance cameras, etc.), tem-
perature sensors, humidity sensors, illuminance sen-
sors, force sensors, sound sensors, RFID sensors, infra-
red sensors, attitude sensors, rainfall sensors, radioac-
tivity sensors, gas sensors, acceleration sensors, gyro-
scopes and GPS sensors. Also, since devices such as
mobile phones, smartphones, tablet terminals, mobile
PCs and drones are equipped with various types of sen-
sors, these devices can also be regarded as real sensors.
In the sensor network system of the present embodiment,
any type of sensor can be connected, including the sen-
sors illustrated here. Also, large numbers of sensors are
already installed for various applications and purposes
in all kinds of locations throughout world, such as for FA
and production management of factories, urban transport
control, environmental measurement of weather and the
like, healthcare and crime prevention, and it is also pos-
sible to connect these sensors to the present system.
Note that the sensor network system may be constituted
by only one type of sensor, or may be constituted by a
plurality of types of sensors.

Sensor Network Adaptor

[0035] The sensor network adaptor 11 is an apparatus
that is communicably connected to one or a plurality of
real sensors 10 in a wireless or wired manner, and per-
forms processing such as management of the real sen-
sors 10, acquisition of sensing data from the real sensors
10, and transmission of sensing data to the sensor net-
work system and applications. The sensor network adap-
tor 11 may also have a function of performing predeter-
mined processing on sensing data (signal processing
such as noise reduction, computational processing such
as averaging, sampling, data compression, time stamp-
ing, etc.). The sensor network adaptor 11 has a function
of communicating with external apparatuses, and is able
to communicate with the virtual sensor server 13, the
application servers 12, the sensor network server 14 and
the like via a network.
[0036] Devices such as smartphones, tablet terminals,
mobile PCs, drones and wearable terminals incorporate
sensors such as image sensors, GPS sensors, acceler-
ation sensors and microphones, and have a function of
processing and outputting data obtained by the sensors
and a network communication function. Accordingly,
these devices are examples of devices in which the real
sensors 10 and the sensor network adaptor 11 are phys-

ically integrated. Note that, in Fig. 1, only a configuration
in which the real sensors 10 are connected to the sensor
network system via the sensor network adaptor 11 is
shown, but in the case where the real sensors 10 incor-
porate a communication function, the real sensors 10 are
connectable to the sensor network system in a stand-
alone manner (i.e., not via the sensor network adaptor
11).

Virtual Sensor Server

[0037] The virtual sensor server 13 is an apparatus
that manages virtual sensors that are currently being ex-
ecuted, and is constituted by an M2M cloud server. The
virtual sensor server 13 can, in terms of hardware, be
constituted by a general-purpose computer that is pro-
vided with a CPU (processor), a memory, an auxiliary
storage device (HDD, etc.), a communication device, an
input device, a display device and the like. The virtual
sensor server 13 has, as main functions, a data input/out-
put unit 130, a virtual sensor DB 131, a virtual sensing
data generation unit 132 and the like. These functions
are realized by the CPU executing required programs.
[0038] The data input/output unit 130 is a function that
transmits data to and receives data from external appa-
ratuses. The data input/output unit 130 enables, for ex-
ample, reception of sensing data from the real sensors
10 or the sensor network adaptor 11, reception of data-
flow control commands from the sensor network server
14 which will be discussed later, transmission of virtual
sensing data to an application, and the like, through the
Internet. The virtual sensor DB 131 is a database in which
information of virtual sensors that are currently being ex-
ecuted is registered. The virtual sensing data generation
unit 132 is a function that generates new data (called
virtual sensing data) on the basis of the input sensing
data obtained from the real sensors 10.

Virtual Sensors

[0039] Virtual sensors are functional modules that gen-
erate new data by processing or analyzing input sensing
data that is obtained from one or more original sensors,
and output the generated new data as virtual sensing
data. Conceptually, virtual sensors are constituted by a
combination of one or more sensors (sensors from which
input sensing data is acquired) and a virtual sensor func-
tion which is a program that performs processing, anal-
ysis and the like of input sensing data, and are distin-
guished from the real sensors 10 by not being a physical
device. The sensor network system of the present em-
bodiment is characterized by enabling use of virtual sen-
sors and distribution of sensing data that is generat-
ed/output by virtual sensors, in addition to the real sen-
sors 10.
[0040] For example, assume that the information that
a certain application server 12 needs is "the speed of
vehicles passing along a road AB." If a speed sensor
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installed on the road AB exists among the real sensors
10 connected to the sensor network, sensing data ob-
tained with this speed sensor need only be provided to
the application server 12. However, it can be the case
that a real sensor that perfectly matches the require-
ments of the application server 12 does not exist. In such
a case, if there are cameras respectively installed at an
intersection A on the entrance-side and an intersection
B on the exit-side of the road AB, the time taken for a car
to move from the intersection A to the intersection B and
the distance between the intersections A and B can be
calculated on the basis of image data and time informa-
tion respectively obtained from the entrance-side camera
and the exit-side camera and the position information of
each camera, and the speed of the car can be estimated
from the calculation results. That is, a virtual sensor that
realizes a function equivalent to a vehicle speed sensor
can be created, using the cameras respectively installed
at the intersections A and B and a virtual sensor function.
Note that it is possible to create various types of virtual
sensors other than that illustrated here. That is, any mod-
ule that provides a function of generating, from one or
more sets of input sensing data, data having a different
value (new value) to such original input sensing data and
outputting the generated data can be called a virtual sen-
sor, and various virtual sensors can be constructed con-
tingent on the idea.
[0041] As evident from the above example, by enabling
use of virtual sensors in the present system, various ef-
fects can be expected, such as improvement in the utili-
zation rate of resources (real sensors) of sensor networks
and provision of sensing data having new value.

Application Servers

[0042] The application servers 12 are server devices
in which various applications that use sensing data to
provide services are installed. The application servers
12 can also be constituted by a general-purpose compu-
ter that is provided with a CPU (processor), a memory,
an auxiliary storage device (HDD, etc.), a communication
device, an input device, a display device and the like.
The application servers 12 are installed by users of sens-
ing data, and various applications are envisaged accord-
ing to the application/purpose thereof.
[0043] As an example of an application, an application
that collects traffic conditions at various spots from sen-
sors installed on roads or from in-vehicle terminals
mounted in vehicles that travel along the road or the
smartphones of drivers to generate a traffic congestion
map, and provides the generated traffic congestion map
to a business operator or the like that uses traffic con-
gestion information is conceivable. Additionally, applica-
tions such as a video delivery application that collects
image data captured during travel with smartphones, in-
vehicle cameras and the like and provides the collected
image data to users who wants to know the situation at
various spots, a route search application that searches

for travel routes for vehicles on the basis of traffic con-
gestion information and the like, and an application that
estimates statistical data of attributes (sex, age group,
etc.) of passersby from video of cameras installed in spe-
cific places and provides the estimated statistical data
as data for various studies are conceivable.

Sensor Network Server

[0044] The sensor network server 14 is a server device
that administers processing such as matching of provid-
ers and users of sensing data and dataflow control of
sensing data from providers to users, and is a specific
example of a dataflow control apparatus according to the
present invention. The sensor network server 14 can also
be constituted by a general-purpose computer that is pro-
vided with a CPU (processor), a memory, an auxiliary
storage device (HDD, etc.), a communication device, an
input device, a display device and the like. The various
functions of the sensor network server 14 which will be
discussed later are realized by the CPU executing re-
quired programs.
[0045] The sensor network system is a system that net-
works a large number (or various types) of sensors, and
enables collection and use of sensing data, and, in the
present embodiment, can be regarded as a mechanism
in which data providers (real sensors, virtual sensors)
provide sensing data to data users (application servers)
and obtain compensation. Thereby, the advantage for
data providers is the opportunity for profit, and the ad-
vantage for users is cheap data acquisition. The sensor
network server 14 is a server device that mediates such
transactions of sensing data, and is configured to match
data providers and data users and realize appropriate
distribution of sensing data.
[0046] Incidentally, it is not realistic to extract data
matching the desired conditions of data users from a
huge amount of sensing data, when matching data pro-
viders and data users. In view of this, in the present sys-
tem, sensor-side metadata describing specifications,
provision conditions and the like of sensing data is pre-
pared for all sensors (including real and virtual sensors)
registered in the sensor network, and app-side metadata
describing requirement specifications, utilization condi-
tions and the like of sensing data is also used for appli-
cations which are data users. Appropriate matching of
data providers (sensors) and users (applications) is then
performed through comparison of respective metadata.
[0047] In the exemplary system configuration of Fig.
1, the sensor network server 14 has an app-side meta-
data DB 140, a sensor-side metadata DB 141, a matching
unit 142, and a dataflow instructing unit 143. The app-
side metadata DB 140 is a storage unit that stores app-
side metadata received from the application servers 12.
The sensor-side metadata DB 141 is a storage unit that
stores sensor-side metadata for all of the sensors that
are registered in the sensor network. The matching unit
142 is a function that matches app-side metadata and
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sensor-side metadata, and extracts sensors capable of
providing sensing data that satisfies the requirements of
an application. The dataflow instructing unit 143 is a func-
tion that generates dataflow control commands that in-
struct transmission of sensing data, based on the match-
ing result of the matching unit 142, and transmits the
generated dataflow control commands. These functions
will be discussed in detail later.

Sensor-side Metadata

[0048] Sensor-side metadata is metadata describing
information such as attribute information of a sensor, in-
formation indicating the specifications of sensing data
that the sensor is capable of providing, and information
indicating the provision conditions of the sensing data.
The attribute information of a sensor desirably includes
an ID specifying the sensor, information (called the sen-
sor class) showing whether the sensor is a real sensor
or a virtual sensor, the type of sensor, a network address
of the sensor, and an operation history of the sensor, for
example. An IP address, a MAC Address or a URI (Uni-
form Resource Identifier), for example, can be used for
the network address. In the case where a sensor is con-
nected to the network via the sensor network adaptor 11,
the network address of the sensor network adaptor 11
need only be set, and, in the case of a virtual sensor, the
network address of the virtual sensor server 13 need only
be set. The information indicating the specifications of
sensing data desirably includes the sensing object (i.e.,
what is being sensed), the area in which sensing is per-
formed (e.g., position, range, etc.), the sensing time (time
of day or time slot that sensing data is acquirable), the
data type of the sensing data (e.g., image, moving image,
temperature, etc.), the data format (e.g., JPEG, text,
etc.), sensing conditions (e.g., shutter speed, resolution,
sampling period, etc.) and data reliability, for example.
The information indicating the provision conditions of
sensing data is information indicating the transaction
conditions sought by a data provider, and desirably in-
cludes an ID specifying the data provider, compensation
(provision price of data), and the range/purpose of use
(e.g., unavailable for commercial use, available for sec-
ondary use, etc.), for example.
[0049] Fig. 2A shows an example of a sensor-side
metadata management table that is stored in the sensor-
side metadata DB 141. In the example of Fig. 2A, the
sensor-side metadata of real sensors R001 to R007 and
virtual sensors V001 and V002 is shown.

App-side Metadata

[0050] App-side metadata is metadata describing at-
tribute information of an application, information indicat-
ing the specifications (requirement specifications) of
sensing data that the application requires, information
indicating the utilization conditions of the sensing data,
and the like. The attribute information of an application

desirably includes an ID specifying the application, the
type of application and a network address of the appli-
cation, for example. An IP address, a port number or the
like, for example, can be used for the network address.
The information indicating the requirement specifications
of sensing data desirably includes the sensing object,
the area in which sensing is performed, the sensing time,
the data type of sensing data, the data format, sensing
conditions and data reliability, for example. The informa-
tion indicating utilization conditions is information indicat-
ing transaction conditions sought by a data user, and
desirably includes an ID specifying the data user, com-
pensation (upper limit for utilization price of data) and the
range/purpose of use, for example. Note that items with
respect to which there is no particular specification of
conditions need only be left blank (not specified).
[0051] Fig. 2B shows an example of an app-side meta-
data management table (also called a cue table) that is
stored in the app-side metadata DB 140. In the example
of Fig. 2B, app-side metadata respectively received from
two applications A001 and A002 is shown.

Example of Virtual Sensor

[0052] Fig. 3A is an example of a virtual sensor class
management table in which definitions of virtual sensor
classes are registered. A virtual sensor class is a tem-
plate (model) for a virtual sensor, and represents an ab-
stracted virtual sensor with respect to which a real sensor
that acquires input sensing data has not been specified.
The virtual sensor class desirably includes a virtual sen-
sor class number, the type of virtual sensor, the number
of input sensing data, the type of each sensor from which
input sensing data is acquired, the contribution rate of
each sensor, information specifying the definer of the vir-
tual sensor class and a virtual sensor function, for exam-
ple. The virtual sensor function is the definition of the
procedure for deriving virtual sensing data from input
sensing data, and may be given in any form such as a
function, an arithmetic equation, a lookup table or a pro-
gram module.
[0053] A virtual sensor class VC001 shown in Fig. 3A
is a template defining a speed sensor that derives the
speed of a vehicle using the following equation, based
on four sets of input sensing data that are obtained from
two position sensors and two image sensors.

[0054] Note that p1 and p2 are respective position co-
ordinates of the sensing areas of the image sensors that
are derived based on the sensing data of the position
sensors, and t1 and t2 are the respective times at which
the same vehicle is detected by the image sensors.
[0055] Also, a virtual sensor class VC002 shown in Fig.
3A is a template defining an average air temperature sen-
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sor that derives an average air temperature using the
following equation, based on three sets of input sensing
data that are obtained from three temperature sensors.

[0056] Note that t1 to t3 are the respective tempera-
tures sensed with the three temperature sensors.
[0057] Fig. 3B is an example of a virtual sensor in-
stance management table in which virtual sensors (in-
stances) generated from virtual sensor classes are reg-
istered. The virtual sensor V001 shown in Fig. 3B is a
virtual sensor generated on the basis of the virtual sensor
class VC001, and is an example of a virtual speed sensor
that calculates the speed of vehicles on the road between
the intersections A and B, based on input sensing data
that is obtained from the four real sensors R001, R002,
R003 and R004, and outputs the calculated speed as
virtual sensing data. Also, the virtual sensor V002 shown
in Fig. 3B is a virtual sensor generated on the basis of
the virtual sensor class VC002, and is an example of a
virtual average air temperature sensor that calculates the
average air temperature around Kyoto Station, based on
input sensing data obtained from the three real sensors
R005, R006 and R007, and outputs the calculated aver-
age air temperature as virtual sensing data.
[0058] The tables shown in Figs. 3A and 3B are stored
in the sensor-side metadata DB 141 of the sensor net-
work server 14, and are referred to when the dataflow
instructing unit 143 generates dataflow control com-
mands. These tables are also stored in the virtual sensor
DB 131 of the virtual sensor server 13, and are referred
to when the virtual sensing data generation unit 132 gen-
erates virtual sensing data from input sensing data.

Matching and Dataflow Control

[0059] Next, matching and dataflow control processing
will be described using Figs. 1 and 4. Here, exemplary
processing in which the sensor network server 14 match-
es app-side metadata and sensor-side metadata and is-
sues a dataflow control command for sensing data from
an appropriate sensor to an application, triggered by the
sensor network server 14 receiving app-side metadata
transmitted from the application server 12, will be de-
scribed.
[0060] The application server 12 transmits a sensing
data request together with app-side metadata, using a
predetermined API (Application Programming Interface)
of the sensor network server 14. The sensor network
server 14, upon receiving the sensing data request,
records the app-side metadata included in the request
to the app-side metadata management table (see Fig.
2B) of the app-side metadata DB 140. The matching unit
142 then acquires pending app-side metadata from the
app-side metadata management table one at a time (step

S40).
[0061] The matching unit 142 compares the acquired
app-side metadata with the sensor-side metadata of
each sensor registered in the sensor-side metadata man-
agement table (see Fig. 2A) within the sensor-side meta-
data DB 141, and determines whether the specifications
and provision conditions of the sensing data defined by
sensor-side metadata satisfy the requirement specifica-
tions and utilization conditions of the sensing data de-
fined by the app-side metadata (step S41). When a sen-
sor that provides sensing data that satisfies the require-
ment specifications and utilization conditions can be ex-
tracted, the matching unit 142 notifies information of the
extracted sensor to the dataflow instructing unit 143. Note
that, in the case where a sensor that provides sensing
data satisfying the requirement specifications and utili-
zation conditions is not found, the processing may be
ended, or sensing data that most closely approximates
the requirement specifications and utilization conditions
may be recommended to the data user.
[0062] The dataflow instructing unit 143 judges wheth-
er the sensor extracted in step S41 is a virtual sensor or
a real sensor (step S42). This judgment need only involve
checking the sensor class of the sensor-side metadata,
for example (see Fig. 2A).

(1) Case where extracted sensor is real sensor

[0063] The dataflow instructing unit 143 generates a
dataflow control command 3 that instructs transmission
of sensing data from the real sensor to an application,
and transmits this dataflow control command 3 to the real
sensor 10 or the sensor network adaptor 11 that manages
this real sensor 10 (step S43). Then, as shown by the
one-dotted chain line arrow in Fig. 1, the sensor network
adaptor 11, based on the dataflow control command 3,
acquires required sensing data from the real sensor 10,
and transmits the acquired sensing data to the applica-
tion server 12.
[0064] Fig. 5C shows an example of the dataflow con-
trol command in this case. The dataflow control com-
mand desirably includes a dataflow control command ID,
information specifying the real sensor (sensor ID, net-
work address of real sensor), information specifying the
app (app ID, network address of app), time information
and the like. For example, in the case where app-side
metadata (see Fig. 2B) is received from the app A001,
the real sensor R002 (see Fig. 2A) is extracted through
matching. Accordingly, as shown in Fig. 5C, the sensor
ID (R002) and the network address thereof are set as
information specifying the real sensor, the app ID (A001)
and the network address thereof are set as information
specifying the app, and the sensing time required by the
app is set as time information. In this example, image
data of an A intersection in Tokyo will be transmitted from
the sensor R002 to the app A001 at the four times 9:00,
12:00, 15:00 and 18:00.
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(2) Case where extracted sensor is virtual sensor

[0065] In the case of a virtual sensor, two dataflows,
namely, transmission of sensing data from an original
sensor to the virtual sensor and transmission of virtual
sensing data from the virtual sensor to an application,
are required. In view of this, in the present embodiment,
the dataflow instructing unit 143 generates two dataflow
control commands, and respectively transmits the data-
flow control commands to the required devices.
[0066] Specifically, the dataflow instructing unit 143
generates a dataflow control command 1 that instructs
transmission of sensing data from an original sensor to
a virtual sensor, with reference to the sensor-side meta-
data management table (Fig. 2A), the app-side metadata
management table (Fig. 2B) and the virtual sensor in-
stance management table (Fig. 3B), and transmits this
dataflow control command to the original sensor or the
sensor network adaptor 11 that manages this original
sensor (step S44). Furthermore, the dataflow instructing
unit 143 generates a dataflow control command 2 that
instructs transmission of virtual sensing data from the
virtual sensor to an application, and transmits this data-
flow control command to the virtual sensor server 13 (step
S45).
[0067] Then, as shown by the dashed line arrow in Fig.
1, the sensor network adaptor 11, based on the dataflow
control command 1, acquires required sensing data from
a real sensor 10, and transmits the acquired sensing data
to the virtual sensor server 13. In the virtual sensor server
13, the data input/output unit 130 receives the sensing
data, and the virtual sensing data generation unit 132
generates virtual sensing data, using the received sens-
ing data and a virtual sensor function acquired from the
virtual sensor DB 131. The data input/output unit 130
then transmits the virtual sensing data to an application
server 12, based on the dataflow control command 2.
Virtual sensing data is thereby provided.
[0068] Figs. 5A and 5B show an example of the data-
flow control command 1 from an original sensor to a vir-
tual sensor and the dataflow control command 2 from the
virtual sensor to an application. For example, in the case
where app-side metadata (see Fig. 2B) is received from
the application A002, the virtual sensor V002 (see Fig.
2A) is extracted through matching. Accordingly, in the
dataflow control command 1, as shown in Fig. 5A, sensor
IDs (R005, R006, R007) and the network addresses
thereof are set as information specifying the original sen-
sors, a virtual sensor ID (V002) and the network address
thereof are set as information specifying the virtual sen-
sor, and time information that is based on the sensing
time required by the application is set as the time infor-
mation. Also, in the dataflow control command 2, as
shown in Fig. 5B, a virtual sensor ID (V002) and the net-
work address of the virtual sensor server 13 are set as
information specifying the virtual sensor, an app ID
(A002) and the network address of the application server
12 are set as information specifying the application, and

the sensing time required by the application is set as the
time information.
[0069] Here, the dataflow instructing unit 143 desirably
sets the respective time information of the dataflow con-
trol command 1 and the dataflow control command 2,
such that sensing or transmission of sensing data based
on the dataflow control command 1 is executed before
generation or transmission of virtual sensing data based
on the dataflow control command 2. For example, the
dataflow instructing unit 143 calculates a margin based
on the delay of data transmission from the original sensor
to the virtual sensor and the time required to generate
virtual sensing data in the virtual sensor server 13, and
sets the time information of the dataflow control com-
mand 1 to a time that is earlier than the time information
of the dataflow control command 2 by at least the margin.
It is thereby assured that sensing or data transmission
by the original sensor will be executed before generation
or transmission of virtual sensing data by the virtual sen-
sor. That is, sensing data (original data) required in gen-
eration of virtual sensing data is sensed at a suitable time
in the original sensor, and is sent to the virtual sensor in
time for generation or transmission of virtual sensing da-
ta.
[0070] According to the configuration of the present
embodiment described above, data exchange between
three parties consisting of an original sensor, a virtual
sensor and an application is performed, due to transmis-
sion of sensing data (original data) from an original sen-
sor to a virtual sensor being executed based on the da-
taflow control command 1, and transmission of virtual
sensing data from the virtual sensor to an application
being executed based on the dataflow control command
2. According to this mechanism, since original data re-
quired in generation of virtual sensing data is automati-
cally sent to the virtual sensor, the virtual sensor does
not need to collect or store required original data itself
(actively), and excessive load for data collection and
management does not arise. Therefore, an efficient da-
taflow of virtual sensing data can be realized.
[0071] On the other hand, in the case of a real sensor,
transmission of sensing data from the real sensor to an
application is executed based on the dataflow control
command 3. In this way, as a result of the contents and
transmission destination of dataflow control commands
being appropriately changed, depending on whether the
sensor extracted through matching is a real sensor or a
virtual sensor, the dataflow of both real and virtual sen-
sors can be realized in a simple manner.
[0072] Note that the configuration of the embodiment
described above is merely a specific example of the
present invention, and is not intended to limit the scope
of the invention. The present invention can take various
specific configurations that do not depart from the tech-
nical concept of the invention. For example, the data
structure and table structure shown in the above embod-
iment are examples, and items may be appropriately add-
ed or replaced. Also, although, in the above embodiment,
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distribution of sensing data in a sensor network was il-
lustrated, the present invention is also applicable to dis-
tribution of data in a device network that includes devices
other than sensors. In that case, the basic configuration
of the system will be similar to that of the above embod-
iment, and "device" need only be read for "sensor" and
"data" need only be read for "sensing data" in the above
embodiment.

INDEX TO THE REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0073]

10: Real sensor
11: Sensor network adaptor
12: Application server
13: Virtual sensor server
14: Sensor network server
130: Data input/output unit
131: Virtual sensor DB
132: Virtual sensing data generation unit
140: App-side metadata DB
141: Sensor-side metadata DB
142: Matching unit
143: Dataflow instructing unit

Claims

1. A dataflow control apparatus (14) comprising:

a device-side metadata storage unit (141) con-
figured to store, for each of a plurality of devices,
device-side metadata including at least informa-
tion that indicates a specification of data that the
device is capable of providing;
an app-side metadata storage unit (140) config-
ured to store, for an application that uses data
to provide a service, app-side metadata includ-
ing at least information that indicates a specifi-
cation of data that the application requires;
a matching unit (142) configured to extract a de-
vice capable of providing data that satisfies the
specification that the application requires from
among the plurality of devices, by matching the
app-side metadata and the device-side metada-
ta; and
a dataflow instructing unit (143) configured to
generate and transmit a dataflow control com-
mand that instructs transmission of data, based
on a result of the matching by the matching unit
(142),
wherein the dataflow instructing unit (143) is
configured to determine whether the extracted
device is a virtual device configured to generate
new data on a basis of data obtained from one
or more original devices and output the gener-
ated new data as virtual data, or a real device

(10), and in a case where the extracted device
is a virtual device
transmit, to the original device or an apparatus
that manages the original device, a first dataflow
control command instructing transmission of da-
ta from the original device to the virtual device;
and
transmit, to the virtual device or an apparatus
(13) that manages the virtual device, a second
dataflow control command instructing transmis-
sion of virtual data from the virtual device to the
application.

2. The dataflow control apparatus (14) according to
claim 1,
wherein, in a case where the extracted device is a
real device (10), the dataflow instructing unit (143)
is configured to transmit, to the real device or an
apparatus (11) that manages the real device, a third
dataflow control command instructing transmission
of data from the real device to the application.

3. The dataflow control apparatus (14) according to
claim 1 or 2,
wherein the dataflow control command includes time
information designating a time at which data to be
transmitted is to be sensed or generated or a time
at which data is to be transmitted, and
the dataflow instructing unit (143) is configured to
set respective time information for the first dataflow
control command and the second dataflow control
command, such that sensing, generation or trans-
mission of data based on the first dataflow control
command is executed before generation or trans-
mission of virtual data based on the second dataflow
control command.

4. The dataflow control apparatus (14) according to any
one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the device is a sensor that outputs sensing
data.

5. A dataflow control method comprising steps of:

acquiring, by a computer (14), for each of a plu-
rality of devices, device-side metadata including
at least information that indicates a specification
of data that the device is capable of providing,
from a device-side metadata storage unit (141)
configured to store the device-side metadata;
acquiring, by the computer, for an application
that uses data to provide a service, app-side
metadata including at least information that in-
dicates a specification of data that the applica-
tion requires, from an app-side metadata stor-
age unit (140) configured to store the app-side
metadata;
extracting, by the computer, a device capable
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of providing data that satisfies the specification
that the application requires from among the plu-
rality of devices, by matching the app-side meta-
data and the device-side metadata;
determining whether the extracted device is a
virtual device configured to generate new data
on a basis of data obtained from one or more
original devices and output the generated new
data as virtual data, or a real device; and
generating and transmitting, by the computer, a
dataflow control command that instructs trans-
mission of data, based on a result of the match-
ing,
wherein, in a case where the extracted device
is a virtual device, the transmitting of the data-
flow control command includes,
transmitting, to the original device or an appa-
ratus that manages the original device, a first
dataflow control command instructing transmis-
sion of data from the original device to the virtual
device; and
transmitting, to the virtual device or an apparatus
(13) that manages the virtual device, a second
dataflow control command instructing transmis-
sion of virtual data from the virtual device to the
application.

6. A computer program comprising instructions which,
when the program is executed by a computer, cause
the computer (14) to execute the steps of the data-
flow control method according to claim 5.

Patentansprüche

1. Datenflusssteuereinrichtung (14), umfassend:

eine vorrichtungsseitige Metadatenspeicher-
einheit (141), die dazu konfiguriert ist, für jede
einer Vielzahl von Vorrichtungen vorrichtungs-
seitige Metadaten zu speichern, die zumindest
eine Information einschließen, die eine Spezifi-
kation von Daten anzeigt, die die Vorrichtung
bereitstellen kann;
eine App-seitige Metadatenspeichereinheit
(140), die dazu konfiguriert ist, für eine Anwen-
dung, die Daten benutzt, um einen Dienst be-
reitzustellen, App-seitige Metadaten zu spei-
chern, die zumindest eine Information einschlie-
ßen, die eine Spezifikation von Daten anzeigt,
die die Anwendung benötigt;
eine Abgleicheinheit (142), die dazu konfiguriert
ist, durch Abgleichen der App-seitigen Metada-
ten und der vorrichtungsseitigen Metadaten aus
der Vielzahl von Vorrichtungen eine Vorrichtung
zu extrahieren, die Daten bereitstellen kann, die
die Spezifikation, die die Anwendung benötigt,
erfüllen; und

eine Datenflussanweisungseinheit (143), die
dazu konfiguriert ist, einen Datenflusssteuerbe-
fehl, der eine Übertragung von Daten anweist,
basierend auf einem Ergebnis des Abgleichens
durch die Abgleicheinheit (142) zu generieren
und zu übertragen,
wobei die Datenflussanweisungseinheit (143)
dazu konfiguriert ist, zu bestimmen, ob die ex-
trahierte Vorrichtung eine virtuelle Vorrichtung
ist, die dazu konfiguriert ist, neue Daten auf einer
Basis von Daten, die von einer oder mehreren
Originalvorrichtungen erhalten wurden, zu ge-
nerieren und die generierten neuen Daten als
virtuelle Daten auszugeben, oder eine reale
Vorrichtung (10) ist, und in einem Fall, in dem
die extrahierte Vorrichtung eine virtuelle Vor-
richtung ist,
an die Originalvorrichtung oder eine Einrich-
tung, die die Originalvorrichtung verwaltet, ei-
nen ersten Datenflusssteuerbefehl zu übertra-
gen, der eine Übertragung von Daten von der
Originalvorrichtung zu der virtuellen Vorrichtung
anweist; und
an die virtuelle Vorrichtung oder eine Einrich-
tung (13), die die virtuelle Vorrichtung verwaltet,
einen zweiten Datenflusssteuerbefehl zu über-
tragen, der eine Übertragung von virtuellen Da-
ten von der virtuellen Vorrichtung zu der Anwen-
dung anweist.

2. Datenflusssteuereinrichtung (14) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei, in einem Fall, in dem die extrahierte Vorrich-
tung ein reale Vorrichtung (10) ist, die Datenfluss-
anweisungseinheit (143) dazu konfiguriert ist, an die
reale Vorrichtung oder eine Einrichtung (11), die die
reale Vorrichtung verwaltet, einen dritten Daten-
flusssteuerbefehl zu übertragen, der eine Übertra-
gung von Daten von der realen Vorrichtung zu der
Anwendung anweist.

3. Datenflusssteuereinrichtung (14) nach Anspruch 1
oder 2,
wobei der Datenflusssteuerbefehl eine Zeitinforma-
tion einschließt, die eine Zeit, zu der zu übertragende
Daten abgetastet oder generiert werden sollen, oder
eine Zeit, zu der Daten übertragen werden sollen,
bezeichnet, und
die Datenflussanweisungseinheit (143), dazu konfi-
guriert ist, eine entsprechende Zeitinformation für
den ersten Datenflusssteuerbefehl und den zweiten
Datenflusssteuerbefehl derart festzulegen, dass ei-
ne Abtastung, Generierung oder Übertragung von
auf dem ersten Datenflusssteuerbefehl basierenden
Daten vor einer Generierung oder Übertragung von
auf dem zweiten Datenflusssteuerbefehl basieren-
den virtuellen Daten ausgeführt wird.

4. Datenflusssteuereinrichtung (14) nach einem der
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Ansprüche 1 bis 3,
wobei die Vorrichtung ein Sensor ist, der Abtas-
tungsdaten ausgibt.

5. Datenflusssteuerverfahren, das folgende Schritte
umfasst:

Erfassen, durch einen Computer (14), für jede
einer Vielzahl von Vorrichtung, von vorrich-
tungsseitigen Metadaten, die zumindest eine In-
formation einschließen, die eine Spezifikation
von Daten anzeigt, die die Vorrichtung bereit-
stellen kann, aus einer vorrichtungsseitigen Me-
tadatenspeichereinheit (141), die dazu konfigu-
riert ist, die vorrichtungsseitigen Metadaten zu
speichern;
Erfassen, durch den Computer, für eine Anwen-
dung, die Daten benutzt, um einen Dienst be-
reitzustellen, von App-seitigen Metadaten, die
zumindest eine Information einschließen, die ei-
ne Spezifikation von Daten anzeigt, die die An-
wendung benötigt, aus einer App-seitigen Me-
tadatenspeichereinheit (140), die dazu konfigu-
riert ist, die App-seitigen Metadaten zu spei-
chern;
Extrahieren, durch den Computer, einer Vorrich-
tung, die Daten bereitstellen kann, die die Spe-
zifikation, die die Anwendung benötigt, erfüllen,
aus der Vielzahl von Vorrichtungen, durch Ab-
gleichen der App-seitigen Metadaten und der
vorrichtungsseitigen Metadaten;
Bestimmen, ob die extrahierte Vorrichtung eine
virtuelle Vorrichtung ist, die dazu konfiguriert ist,
neue Daten auf einer Basis von Daten, die von
einer oder mehreren Originalvorrichtungen er-
halten wurden, zu generieren und die generier-
ten neuen Daten als virtuelle Daten auszuge-
ben, oder eine reale Vorrichtung ist; und
Generieren und Übertragen, durch den Compu-
ter, eines Datenflusssteuerbefehls, der eine
Übertragung von Daten anweist, basierend auf
einem Ergebnis des Abgleichs,
wobei, in einem Fall, in dem die extrahierte Vor-
richtung eine virtuelle Vorrichtung ist, das Über-
tragen des Datenflusssteuerbefehls Folgendes
einschließt:

Übertragen, an die Originalvorrichtung oder
eine Einrichtung, die die Originalvorrich-
tung verwaltet, eines ersten Datenfluss-
steuerbefehls, der eine Übertragung von
Daten von der Originalvorrichtung zu der
virtuellen Vorrichtung anweist; und
Übertragen, an die virtuelle Vorrichtung
oder eine Einrichtung (13), die die virtuelle
Vorrichtung verwaltet, eines zweiten Daten-
flusssteuerbefehls, der eine Übertragung
von virtuellen Daten von der virtuellen Vor-

richtung zu der Anwendung anweist.

6. Computerprogramm, das Anweisungen umfasst,
die, wenn das Programm von einem Computer aus-
geführt wird, bewirken, dass der Computer (14) die
Schritte des Datenflusssteuerverfahrens nach An-
spruch 5 ausführt.

Revendications

1. Appareil de régulation de flux de données (14)
comprenant :

une unité de mémorisation de métadonnées cô-
té dispositif (141) configurée pour mémoriser,
pour chacun d’une pluralité de dispositifs, des
métadonnées côté dispositif incluant au moins
des informations qui indiquent une spécification
de données que le dispositif est capable de
fournir ;
une unité de mémorisation de métadonnées cô-
té application (140) configurée pour mémoriser,
pour une application qui utilise des données
pour fournir un service, des métadonnées côté
application incluant au moins des informations
qui indiquent une spécification de données que
l’application exige ;
une unité de mise en concordance (142) confi-
gurée pour extraire un dispositif capable de four-
nir des données qui satisfont à la spécification
que l’application exige parmi la pluralité de dis-
positifs, par la mise en concordance des méta-
données côté application et des métadonnées
côté dispositif ; et
une unité d’instruction de flux de données (143)
configurée pour générer et transmettre une
commande de régulation de flux de données qui
instruit une transmission de données, sur la ba-
se d’un résultat de la mise en concordance par
l’unité de mise en concordance (142),
dans lequel l’unité d’instruction de flux de don-
nées (143) est configurée pour
déterminer si le dispositif extrait est un dispositif
virtuel configuré pour générer de nouvelles don-
nées sur une base de données obtenues auprès
d’un ou plusieurs dispositifs initiaux et délivrer
les nouvelles données générées en tant que
données virtuelles, ou un dispositif réel (10), et
dans un cas où le dispositif extrait est un dispo-
sitif virtuel,
transmettre, à destination du dispositif initial ou
d’un appareil qui gère le dispositif initial, une pre-
mière commande de régulation de flux de don-
nées instruisant une transmission de données
depuis le dispositif initial au dispositif virtuel ; et
transmettre, à destination du dispositif virtuel ou
d’un appareil (13) qui gère le dispositif virtuel,
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une deuxième commande de régulation de flux
de données instruisant une transmission de
données virtuelles depuis le dispositif virtuel à
l’application.

2. Appareil de régulation de flux de données (14) selon
la revendication 1,
dans lequel, dans un cas où le dispositif extrait est
un dispositif réel (10), l’unité d’instruction de flux de
données (143) est configurée pour transmettre, à
destination du dispositif réel ou d’un appareil (11)
qui gère le dispositif réel, une troisième commande
de régulation de flux de données instruisant une
transmission de données depuis le dispositif réel à
l’application.

3. Appareil de régulation de flux de données (14) selon
la revendication 1 ou 2,
dans lequel la commande de régulation de flux de
données inclut des informations temporelles dési-
gnant un temps auquel des données à transmettre
doivent être détectées ou générées ou un temps
auquel des données doivent être transmises, et
l’unité d’instruction de flux de données (143) est con-
figurée pour régler des informations temporelles res-
pectives pour la première commande de régulation
de flux de données et la deuxième commande de
régulation de flux de données, de sorte qu’une dé-
tection, une génération ou une transmission de don-
nées sur la base de la première commande de ré-
gulation de flux de données soit exécutée avant une
génération ou une transmission de données virtuel-
les sur la base de la deuxième commande de régu-
lation de flux de données.

4. Appareil de régulation de flux de données (14) selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3,
dans lequel le dispositif est un capteur qui délivre
des données de détection.

5. Procédé de régulation de flux de données compre-
nant les étapes de :

l’acquisition, par un ordinateur (14), pour chacun
d’une pluralité de dispositifs, de métadonnées
côté dispositif incluant au moins des informa-
tions qui indiquent une spécification de données
que le dispositif est capable de fournir, auprès
d’une unité de mémorisation de métadonnées
côté dispositif (141) configurée pour mémoriser
les métadonnées côté dispositif ;
l’acquisition, par l’ordinateur, pour une applica-
tion qui utilise des données pour fournir un ser-
vice, de métadonnées côté application incluant
au moins des informations qui indiquent une
spécification de données que l’application exi-
ge, auprès d’une unité de mémorisation de mé-
tadonnées côté application (140) configurée

pour mémoriser les métadonnées côté
application ;
l’extraction, par l’ordinateur, d’un dispositif ca-
pable de fournir des données qui satisfont à la
spécification que l’application exige parmi la plu-
ralité de dispositifs, par la mise en concordance
des métadonnées côté application et des méta-
données côté dispositif ;
la détermination si le dispositif extrait est un dis-
positif virtuel configuré pour générer de nouvel-
les données sur une base de données obtenues
auprès d’un ou plusieurs dispositifs initiaux et
délivrer les nouvelles données générées en tant
que données virtuelles, ou un dispositif réel ; et
la génération et la transmission, par l’ordinateur,
d’une commande de régulation de flux de don-
nées qui instruit une transmission de données,
sur la base d’un résultat de la mise en concor-
dance,
dans lequel, dans un cas où le dispositif extrait
est un dispositif virtuel, la transmission de la
commande de régulation de flux de données
inclut :

la transmission, à destination du dispositif
initial ou d’un appareil qui gère le dispositif
initial, d’une première commande de régu-
lation de flux de données instruisant une
transmission de données depuis le disposi-
tif initial au dispositif virtuel ; et
la transmission, à destination du dispositif
virtuel ou d’un appareil (13) qui gère le dis-
positif virtuel, d’une deuxième commande
de régulation de flux de données instruisant
une transmission de données virtuelles de-
puis le dispositif virtuel à l’application.

6. Programme informatique comprenant des instruc-
tions qui, lorsque le programme est exécuté par un
ordinateur, amènent l’ordinateur (14) à exécuter les
étapes du procédé de régulation de flux de données
selon la revendication 5.
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