
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

39
0 

06
5

A
2

��&����������
(11) EP 2 390 065 A2

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
30.11.2011 Bulletin 2011/48

(21) Application number: 11153903.7

(22) Date of filing: 09.02.2011

(51) Int Cl.:
B25J 9/16 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(30) Priority: 28.05.2010 JP 2010123360

(71) Applicant: Kabushiki Kaisha Yaskawa Denki
Kitakyushu-Shi,
Fukuoka 806-0004 (JP)

(72) Inventors:  
• Urabe, Katsunori

Kitakyushu-Shi Fukuoka 806-0004 (JP)
• Motonaga, Kenichi

Kitakyushu-Shi Fukuoka 806-0004 (JP)
• Ishibashi, Keigo

Kitakyushu-Shi Fukuoka 806-0004 (JP)
• Shiino, Takashi

Kitakyushu-Shi Fukuoka 806-0004 (JP)

(74) Representative: Gendron, Vincent Christian et al
S.A. Fedit-Loriot 
38, avenue Hoche
75008 Paris (FR)

(54) Robot system and method of manufacturing processed product

(57) To automatically perform an attachment work of
a material supply to a target object, a robot system in-
cludes a robot provided with a body, a first arm provided
for the body and having a plurality of joints, a second arm
provided for the body separately from the first arm and
having a plurality of joints, and hand units respectively

provided for the first arm and the second arm. The robot
holds one of a plurality of types of workpiece components
using the hand units of the first arm and the second arm
at the same time, and the remaining type of the workpiece
components is held and carried by the hand unit of the
first arm or the second arm.
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a robot system
and a method of manufacturing a processed product.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No.
2009-000799 and such propose a technique for automat-
ing a production line by using a robot to carry out a work
that has been carried out by a person.
In addition to such a technique, there is an increased
demand for streamlining production facilities for a wide
variety of products in small lots by automating various
complicated human-intensive works using a versatile ro-
bot instead of a specialized machine. This requires ex-
pansion of works that can be automated using robots.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] A work such as application of a material supply,
such as an adhesive tape or a masking tape, to a previ-
ously set position of an object to be processed, for ex-
ample, is often human-intensive, usually carried out by
such as a worker. In particular, it is not cost-effective to
install a machine specialized for the work where a wide
variety of processing is required in a small lot.
The present invention is made in view of the above prob-
lem, and an object of the present invention is to provide
a robot system, capable of automatically performing an
attachment work of a material supply to a target object,
and a method of manufacturing a processed product.
[0004] To this end, there is provided a robot system
that attaches a material supply to a target object includes:
a first arm having a first hand mechanism; a second arm
having a second hand mechanism; and a control device,
wherein the control device operates the first hand mech-
anism to feed the material supply, and operates the sec-
ond hand mechanism to press the fed material suply
against the target object.
Preferably, the first hand mechanism includes: a feeding
mechanism configured to feed the material supply from
an upstream side to a downstream side; a first gripping
mechanism configured to grip a tip end portion of the
material supply that has been fed from the feeding mech-
anism; and a cutting mechanism configured to cut the
material supply on a downstream side from the first grip-
ping mechanism, and the second hand mechanism in-
cludes: a second gripping mechanism configured to grip
the material supply supported by the first hand mecha-
nism; and a pressing mechanism configured to press a
tip end portion of the material supply that has been fed
from the first hand mechanism against the target object.
Preferably yet, the control device: operates the second
gripping mechanism to grip the material supply that is
gripped by the first gripping mechanism; operates the

first gripping mechanism to ungrip the gripping, and op-
erates the first arm and the second arm in cooperation
to feed the material supply; operates the second gripping
mechanism to ungrip the gripping, and moves the first
hand mechanism and the second hand mechanism to a
previously set position; operates the second arm to cause
the pressing mechanism to press the tip end portion of
the material supply against the target object; operates
the first arm to feed the material supply by a previously
set length; operates the second arm to move the pressing
mechanism toward the first hand mechanism in a state
in which the material supply is pressed against the target
object; and operates the first gripping mechanism to grip
the material supply, and then operates the cutting mech-
anism to cut the material supply.
Suitably, the pressing mechanism includes a driven roller
configured to press the material supply against the target
object.
Suitably yet, the second hand mechanism includes the
pressing mechanism as one of a plurality of pressing
mechanisms that extend in directions nonparallel to each
other.
Suitably still, the first gripping mechanism and the feeding
mechanism are integrally provided,the feeding mecha-
nism includes: a winding roller holder loaded with a wind-
ing roller on which the material supply is wound; a guide
roller configured to guide the material supply fed from
the winding roller toward the first gripping mechanism;
and the first hand mechanism includes a detachment
mechanism configured to detachably hold the first grip-
ping mechanism and the feeding mechanism that are
integrally provided.
It is further preferable that a target object gripping mech-
anism configured to grip the target object is provided for
one of the first hand mechanism and the second hand
mechanism.
Preferably, the robot system comprises: a stage provided
near the robot device; a carry-in device configured to
carry the target object before processing into the stage;
a positioning device configured to fix the target object
that has been carried in to the stage at a previously set
position; and a carry-out device configured to carry the
target object after processing out from the stage.
Suitably, the target object is a substrate of an electronic
device before soldering, and the material supply is a
masking tape that is applied to a surface of the substrate.
[0005] The invention also relates to a method of man-
ufacturing a processed product includes the steps of: pre-
paring a robot provided with a first arm having a first hand
mechanism and a second arm having a second hand
mechanism; placing a target object on a stage provided
near the robot, the target object being a component of
the processed product; feeding the material supply from
the first hand mechanism; and pressing the fed material
supply against the target object using the second hand
mechanism.
Preferably, the method further comprises the steps of:
causing the second gripping mechanism to grip the ma-
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terial supply that is gripped by the first gripping mecha-
nism; causing the first gripping mechanism to ungrip the
gripping, and operating the first arm and the second arm
in cooperation to feed the material supply; causing the
second gripping mechanism to ungrip the gripping, and
moving the first hand mechanism and the second hand
mechanism to a previously set position; operating the
second arm to cause the pressing mechanism to press
the tip end portion of the material supply against the target
object; operating the first arm to feed the material supply
by a previously set length; causing the first gripping
mechanism to grip the material supply, and then causing
the cutting mechanism to cut the material supply; and
operating the second arm to move the pressing mecha-
nism toward the first hand mechanism in a state in which
the material supply is pressed against the target object.
The robot system according to the present invention en-
ables to perform an accurate attachment work of a ma-
terial supply to a target object without a human work.
Additionally, this robot system can be introduced without
substantially changing the existing production equip-
ments operated by the manpower.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] The present invention will be described in fur-
ther detail with reference to the accompanying drawings
wherein:

Fig. 1 is a top view schematically illustrating an entire
structure of a processing system according to an em-
bodiment;
Fig. 2 is an elevational view schematically illustrating
a main portion of a robot device according to the
embodiment;
Fig. 3 is an elevational view schematically illustrating
a main portion of a first hand mechanism and a sec-
ond hand mechanism according to the embodiment;
Fig. 4 is a top view schematically illustrating the main
portion of the first hand mechanism and the second
hand mechanism according to the embodiment;
Fig. 5 is a schematic illustration of the embodiment,
illustrating a tip end portion of a second hand unit;
Figs. 6A and 6B are both illustrations of the embod-
iment, and Fig.6A shows a state in which a winding
roller mechanism is dismounted from a first hand
unit, and Fig.6B shows the winding roller mecha-
nism;
Fig. 7 is a schematic illustration of an operation of
the processing system according to the embodi-
ment;
Fig. 8 is a schematic illustration of the operation of
the processing system according to the embodi-
ment;
Fig. 9 is a schematic illustration of the operation of
the processing system according to the embodi-
ment; and
Fig. 10 is a schematic illustration of the operation of

the processing system according to the embodi-
ment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Entire Structure

[0007] The following describes an embodiment ac-
cording to the present invention with reference to the
drawings.
This embodiment describes one example of a robot sys-
tem that carries out a process of applying a masking tape
T as a material supply to a previously set position of a
substrate of an electronic device as a target object (here-
inafter referred to as a workpiece W).
In this case, the substrate of the electronic device is not
yet loaded with an electronic component, and is to be
soldered at a portion without the masking in a soldering
step as a post process after the robot system of this em-
bodiment applies the masking tape T to the previously
set position.
[0008] As shown in Fig. 1, a robot system 100 accord-
ing to the embodiment includes a robot main body 101
disposed within a partition wall 100A, a stage 102, a pre-
processed workpiece cartridge 103, a post-processed
workpiece cartridge 104, and a winding roller container
105. Further, the partition wall 100A is provided with a
gate 100B, and a carrier path 106 is provided through
the gate 100B in and outside the partition wall 100A.
Moreover, a robot controller (control device) 107 is pro-
vided outside the partition wall 100A, and connected to
the robot main body 101 so as to allow transmission of
information.

Structure of Robot Main Body

[0009] As shown in Fig. 2, the robot main body 101 is
configured such that a base 1 is fixed to a floor by an
anchor bolt that is not depicted in the figure, and a body
2 is provided on the base 1 pivotally with respect to the
base 1 via an actuator.
The body 2 is provided with a first arm 3L and a second
arm 3R (also functions as a carry-in device and a carry-
out device in this embodiment) respectively on a left side
and a right side.
The second arm 3R is provided with a right shoulder 4R
pivotally about a rotation axis parallel to a plane on which
the base 1 is disposed. The right shoulder 4R is provided
with a right upper arm section-A 5R swingably about a
rotation axis perpendicular to the rotation axis of the right
shoulder 4R. The right upper arm section-A 5R is provid-
ed with a right upper arm section-B 6R rotatably about a
rotation axis perpendicular to the rotation axis of the right
upper arm section-A 5R.
[0010] Further, near a tip end of the right upper arm
section-B 6R, a right lower arm 7R is provided swingably
about a rotation axis perpendicular to the rotation axis of
the right upper arm section-B 6R. At a tip end of the right
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lower arm 7R, a right wrist section-A 8R is provided
swingably about a rotation axis perpendicular to the ro-
tation axis of the right lower arm 7R.
At a tip end of the right wrist section-A 8R, a right wrist
section-B 9R is provided rotatably about a rotation axis
perpendicular to the rotation axis of the right wrist section-
A 8R.
At a tip end of the right wrist section-B 9R, a right flange
10R is provided rotatably about a rotation axis perpen-
dicular to the rotation axis of the right wrist section-B 9R,
and a right hand unit (second hand mechanism) 11 is
attached to the right flange 10R.
[0011] The first arm 3L and the second arm 3R are
bilaterally symmetric. The first arm 3L is provided with a
left shoulder 4L pivotally about a rotation axis parallel to
a plane on which the base 1 is disposed. The left shoulder
4L is provided with a left upper arm section-A 5L swing-
ably about a rotation axis perpendicular to the rotation
axis of the left shoulder 4L. The left upper arm section-
A 5L is provided with a left upper arm section-B 6L rotat-
ably about a rotation axis perpendicular to the rotation
axis of the left upper arm section-A 5L.
[0012] Further, near a tip end of the left upper arm sec-
tion-B 6L, a left lower arm 7L is provided swingably about
a rotation axis perpendicular to the rotation axis of the
left upper arm section-B 6L. At a tip end of the left lower
arm 7L, a left wrist section-A 8L is provided swingably
about a rotation axis perpendicular to the rotation axis of
the left lower arm 7L.
At a tip end of the left wrist section-A 8L, a left wrist sec-
tion-B 9L is provided rotatably about a rotation axis per-
pendicular to the rotation axis of the left wrist section-A
8L.
At a tip end of the left wrist section-B 9L, a left flange 10L
is provided rotatably about a rotation axis perpendicular
to the rotation axis of the left wrist section-B 9L, and a
left hand unit (first hand mechanism) 12 is attached to
the left flange 10L.
The left hand unit (first hand mechanism) 12 is attached
to the left flange 10L. Each of joints (the rotating sections,
the pivoting sections, and the hand unit) in the robot main
body 101 includes a built-in actuator having a servomotor
(not shown in the drawings), and a rotation position of
each movable section is inputted to the controller 107 as
a signal from an encoder within the actuator.
Detailed structures of the right hand unit 11 and the left
hand unit 12 will be described later.
[0013] As shown in Fig. 1, the stage 102 is disposed
in front of the robot main body 101, and provided with a
flat work table on which the workpiece W is placed. At
one corner of the work table, a positioning wall 102A hav-
ing a right-angled shape is disposed upright. Further, the
stage 102 is provided with a movable member 102B and
a movable member 102C that are driven by an actuator
that is not shown in the figure so as to respectively slide
in an X-X direction (hereinafter also referred to as a right-
and-left direction) and in a Y-Y direction (hereinafter also
referred to as a back-and-forth direction).

[0014] The pre-processed workpiece cartridge 103 is
configured to contain more than one pre-processed work-
piece W. Further, the post-processed workpiece car-
tridge 104 is a container having a plurality of slots each
configured to contain the workpiece W that has been
post-processed.
[0015] The winding roller container 105 is provided
with a plurality of types of winding roller mechanisms 38
as will be described later. The winding rollers 36 for mask-
ing tapes of different widths, materials and such are re-
spectively loaded on the winding roller mechanisms 38.
The controller 107 is configured by a computer having a
storage device, an electronic computing unit, and an in-
put device (all of which are not depicted in the drawings),
and connected to the robot main body 101 so as to allow
transmission of information.
The controller 107 is previously instructed how to carry
out a process operation to the workpiece W (more spe-
cifically, such as information on a type of the masking
tape and a position of the workpiece W to be applied) via
the input device (e.g., a programming pendant). When
carrying out the operation, the controller 107 supplies an
operation signal to each movable section of the robot
main body 101 according to the instructed operation.
In this case, for the sake of the simplicity of the explana-
tion, the controller 107 as the control device is represent-
ed and described as a single body in this embodiment.
However, the control device can be configured as a robot
controller that controls driving of the robot main body 101
only, separately from the computer that controls the hand
unit and the like.

Structure of Second Hand Unit

[0016] Next, a structure of the right hand unit 11 is de-
scribed in further detail.
As shown in Fig. 3 and Fig. 4, the right hand unit 11 is
provided with a pressing mechanism 20, a second grip-
ping mechanism 21, an actuator 22, a pre-processed
workpiece gripping mechanism (target object gripping
mechanism) 23, a post-processed workpiece gripping
mechanism (target object gripping mechanism) 24, and
a bracket 25.
The bracket 25 is fixed to the right flange 10R, and the
pressing mechanism 20, the second gripping mechanism
21, the actuator 22, the pre-processed workpiece grip-
ping mechanism 23, and the post-processed workpiece
gripping mechanism 24 are attached to the bracket 25.
[0017] The pressing mechanism 20 is configured by a
pair of pressing claws 20A and 20B and a base portion
20C, and the base portion 20C fixed to the bracket 25
extends along a direction substantially identical with a
rotation axis Ax of the right flange 10R.
At a tip end of the base portion 20C, the pressing claw
20A extends along a longitudinal direction of the base
portion 20C. The pressing claw 20A has a shape in a
triangular prism, and its tip end forms an acute angle and
its base end is connected to the base portion 20C.
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The pressing claw 20B, similarly to the pressing claw
20A, also has a shape in a triangular prism and its tip
forms an acute angle and its base end is connected to
the base portion 20C. However, the pressing claw 20B
extends along a direction substantially perpendicular to
the pressing claw 20A.
In this case, the base portion 20C is made of metal, and
both of the pressing claws 20A and 20B are made of resin.
[0018] Further, Fig. 5 illustrates the pressing mecha-
nism 20 in a state in which the right flange 10R is pivoted
on the order of 180 degrees from a state illustrated in
Fig. 4.
As shown in Fig. 5, a driven roller 20D is pivotally sup-
ported on a surface of each of the pressing claws 20A
and 20B with which the masking tape T is brought into
contact. The driven roller 20D is driven to rotate according
to a change in a relative position between the pressing
claws 20A and 20B and the workpiece W (or the masking
tape T) when moving a workpiece while the masking tape
T is pressed against the workpiece, as will be described
later.
[0019] The second gripping mechanism 21 is a forceps
shaped member that extends in parallel with the base
portion of the pressing mechanism 20 from the actuator
22 fixed to the bracket 25, and that is provided with a
gripper 21A that is flexed substantially at a right angle.
Switching between gripping and ungripping based on the
driving of the actuator 22 allows the second gripping
mechanism 21 to grip and ungrip the masking tape T by
sandwiching the masking tape T.
[0020] The pre-processed workpiece gripping mecha-
nism 23 is provided with a plurality of (three, in this case)
suction members 23A, and is able to hold and unhold the
workpiece W by suctioning an upper surface of the work-
piece W by the suction members 23A.
The post-processed workpiece gripping mechanism 24
is a member in a flat-plated shape fixed to the bracket
25, and provided with an engagement section 24A that
has gone through a bending process at a tip end portion.
The workpiece W is provided with a hole that is not shown
in the drawing. The workpiece W can be held by operating
the second arm 3R and engaging the engagement sec-
tion 24A of the post-processed workpiece gripping mech-
anism 24 with the hole of the workpiece W. With this, it
is possible to hold the workpiece W without bringing the
masking tape into contact with the surface of the work-
piece W, and to prevent the masking tape T and such
that is applied to the surface of the workpiece W from
being damaged when carrying the post-processed work-
piece W.

Structure of First Hand Unit

[0021] Next, a structure of the left hand unit 12 is de-
scribed in further detail.
As shown in Fig. 3 and Fig. 4, the left hand unit 12 is
provided with a cutting mechanism 32, a bracket 35, a
detachment mechanism 37, the winding roller mecha-

nism 38, and a cartridge gripper 39.
The cartridge gripper 39 is a member in a flat-plated
shape fixed to the bracket 35, and provided with an en-
gagement section 39A that has gone through a bending
process at a tip end portion.
The cutting mechanism 32 is provided with a cutting blade
32A at a tip end portion, and configured to cut the masking
tape T on a downstream side of a first gripping mecha-
nism 31 (a feeding side of the masking tape T) that will
be later described by sliding the cutting mechanism 32
upward and downward and moving the cutting blade 32A
toward the masking tape T.
[0022] As shown in Fig.6A, the winding roller mecha-
nism 38 can be gripped and ungripped by the left hand
unit 12 by means of the detachment mechanism 37.
As shown in Fig.6B, the winding roller mechanism 38 is
configured by the winding roller 36 rotatably mounted to
the main body, a pair of driven rollers 33 and 34 (guide
rollers), and the first gripping mechanism 31.
[0023] The winding roller 36 is configured such that
the masking tape T is wound around a core material. The
two driven rollers 33 and 34 apply an appropriate tensile
force to the masking tape T that is fed from the winding
roller 36, and guide the masking tape T along a feeding
direction of the masking tape T toward a side of the first
gripping mechanism 31 of the tip end portion. Specifical-
ly, a feeding mechanism of the masking tape T is config-
ured by the winding roller 36 and the driven rollers 33
and 34.
[0024] The first gripping mechanism 31 is a forceps
shaped member that extends in parallel with the masking
tape T, and that is provided with a gripper 31A that is
flexed substantially at a right angle. Switching between
gripping and ungripping based on the driving of an actu-
ator (not shown in the drawings) allows the first gripping
mechanism 31 to grip and ungrip the masking tape T by
sandwiching the masking tape T.
[0025] The robot system 100 according to the one em-
bodiment of the present invention is thus configured, and
operated in the following manner according to instruction
data that is previously set by the controller 107.
When starting the operation, the controller 107 operates
the robot system 100 to hold the pre-processed work-
piece cartridge 103 and the post-processed workpiece
cartridge 104 that have been carried in the gate 100B by
a carrier device that is not shown in the drawings by en-
gaging the engagement section 24A of the right hand
unit 11 and the engagement section 39A of the left hand
unit 12 respectively with grooves of the cartridges 103
and 104, then carry the pre-processed workpiece car-
tridge 103 and the post-processed workpiece cartridge
104 to a previously set position shown in Fig. 1, and set
the pre-processed workpiece cartridge 103 and the post-
processed workpiece cartridge 104 at this position.
Then, the second arm 3R is driven and holds one of the
workpieces W in the pre-processed workpiece cartridge
103 by pressing the suction members 23A against the
surface of the workpiece W that is placed on the top,
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places the held workpiece W on the stage 102 with a
surface to be processed of the workpiece W facing up-
ward, and releases the suctioning by the suction mem-
bers 23A.
After the workpiece W is placed on the stage 102, the
movable members 102B and 102C are actuated to press
the workpiece W against the positioning wall 102A, and
whereby the operation for positioning the workpiece W
on the stage 102 is completed.
[0026] In parallel with the operation for positioning the
workpiece W on the stage 102, the first arm 3L is actu-
ated, and one of the winding roller mechanisms 38 that
has been set is mounted to the detachment mechanism
37 from the winding roller container 105.
Then, as shown in Fig. 4, the first arm 3L and the second
arm 3R are moved to previously set positions (hereinafter
referred to as standby positions) and in postures. As initial
positions, offset positions are set such that the right hand
unit 11 and the left hand unit 12 do not interfere with each
other and the right hand unit 11 is positioned sufficiently
forward from the left hand unit 12 (taking a direction mov-
ing away from the body 2 as "forward", and a direction
moving toward the body 2 as "backward").
Subsequently, the second arm 3R is operated, and in a
state in which the second gripping mechanism 21 is open,
as shown in Fig. 7, the gripper 21A goes into between
the first gripping mechanism 31 and the driven roller 33
from the standby position, and then closes the second
gripping mechanism 21 to sandwich and grip the masking
tape T by the gripper 21A.
Upon completion of the gripping operation by the gripper
21A, the first gripping mechanism 31 is opened and the
first gripping mechanism 31 ungrips the masking tape T.
The second arm 3R is moved to a side of the tip end of
the masking tape T in a state in which the first arm 3L is
fixed so as not to move, and the masking tape T is fed
by a previously set length (by the length of application).
At this time, the gripper 21A of the second gripping mech-
anism 21 passes between the grippers of the first gripping
mechanism 31 that are opened without making contact
with them.
[0027] After the masking tape T is fed, the first gripping
mechanism 31 grips the masking tape T, and the masking
tape T is released from the gripping by the second grip-
ping mechanism 21.
Then, as shown in Fig. 3, the first arm 3L is moved to a
previously set masking starting position, and subse-
quently, as shown in Fig. 8, the second arm 3R is oper-
ated to press an adhesive face of a tip end portion of the
masking tape T that has been fed to the previously set
position of the workpiece W using the pressing claw 20A.
[0028] It should be noted that the masking tape T is
pressed against the workpiece W using the pressing claw
20A as this operation is for applying the masking tape T
along the right-and-left direction (the direction in which
the pressing mechanism 20 extends) in this example.
However, when applying the masking tape T along the
back-and-forth direction, the masking tape T is pressed

against the workpiece W using the pressing claw 20B.
With this, whether a direction for applying the masking
tape T is the right-and-left direction or the back-and-forth
direction, it is possible to carry out the application oper-
ation while keeping the direction of the right hand unit 11
substantially the same.
Thus, without positioning both of the first arm 3L and the
second arm 3R in the back-and-forth direction where the
space is tight, it is possible to apply the masking tape T
in the back-and-forth direction by positioning only the first
arm 3L forward, and whereby a region in which the first
arm 3L and the second arm 3R interfere with each other
is limited to a small region.
[0029] Upon completion of the pressing operation of
the masking tape T, as shown in Fig. 9, the first arm 3L
and the second arm 3R are moved toward the right-and-
left direction by a previously set length. At this time, the
masking tape T is fed from the winding roller 36 along
with the movement of the first arm 3L, and the fed mask-
ing tape T is pressed against the workpiece W by the
pressing claw 20A and the driven roller 20D under the
pressing claw 20A. With this, the masking tape T is ap-
plied to the workpiece W in a state in which the masking
tape T is applied with a constant tensile force, and where-
by it is possible to more effectively prevent wrinkles and
such from occurring in the masking tape T.
[0030] Upon movement of the first arm 3L and the sec-
ond arm 3R by the previously set length, the first gripping
mechanism 31 is closed, the cutting mechanism 32 is
actuated, and the cutting blade 32A cuts the masking
tape T. Then, the first arm 3L retracts in the right-and-
left direction.
Upon cutting of the masking tape T by the cutting blade
32A, as shown in Fig. 10, the second arm 3R moves
toward the right-and-left direction by a previously set
length and presses the masking tape T to its cut end
against the workpiece W. Subsequently, the second arm
3R moves to at least the start of application of the masking
tape T in a state in which a predetermined pressure is
applied to the masking tape T by the pressing claw 20A,
and sufficiently fixes the masking tape T to the workpiece
W.
[0031] Upon completion of application of the masking
tape T, the first arm 3L and the second arm 3R move to
the standby positions.
Then, if it is necessary to exchange the winding roller
mechanism 38, the winding roller mechanism 38 that is
currently loaded is placed in the winding roller container
105, and one of the winding roller mechanisms 38 that
is previously set is loaded. Then, the application opera-
tion to the previously set position of the masking tape T
is again carried out.
[0032] Upon completion of the application operation of
the masking tape T to all of the predetermined positions
of the workpiece W, the workpiece W is held by engaging
a hole in the workpiece W that is not shown with the
engagement section 24A of the post-processed work-
piece gripping mechanism 24, and the workpiece W to
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which the masking tape T is applied is contained in an
empty slot of the post-processed workpiece cartridge
104.
Then, again, a new workpiece (pre-processed work-
piece) W is picked out from the pre-processed workpiece
cartridge 103, and the application operation of the mask-
ing tape T is carried out.
[0033] After the application process of the masking
tape T to the workpiece W has been carried out and a
previously set number of the workpieces W are contained
in the post-processed workpiece cartridge 104, the post-
processed workpiece cartridge 104 is gripped by the en-
gagement section 24A of the right hand unit 11 and the
engagement section 39A of the left hand unit 12, and
transferred to the gate 100B side.
[0034] As described above, according to the robot sys-
tem of the embodiment, it is not only possible to carry
out the application operation of the masking tape T to the
predetermined positions of the workpiece W without a
human work at a high accuracy, but also possible to carry
out the application operation in various modes by chang-
ing the content of the instruction to the controller 107.
Further, as the robot main body 101 takes a shape similar
to that of a human body in which the base 1 and the body
2 correspond to a trunk of the human body and a pair of
arms (arms) are provided on both sides of the trunk, it is
possible to use existing facilities by placing the robot main
body 101 in an existing work space for a human work,
and whereby facility cost relating to the automation of the
work can be reduced.
[0035] While the above described the embodiment ac-
cording to the present invention, the robot system and
the method of manufacturing a processed product ac-
cording to the present invention is not limited to the above
embodiment, and can be appropriately modified without
departing the spirit of the present invention.
The target object according to the present invention is
not limited to the substrate of the electronic device, and
the present invention can be applied to various target
objects. Further, as for the supply material, not limiting
to the adhesive tape such as the masking tape, the
present invention can be applied to any supply material,
for example, a spacer such as a wire in a string and a
fabric as long as it is possible to feed from the first arm.
Further, according to the embodiment, the robot main
body is configured to serve both as the carry-in device
and as the carry-out device. However, the carry-in device
and the carry-out device for carrying the target object in
and out of the stage can be independently provided.

Claims

1. A robot system (100) that attaches a material supply
to a target object, comprising:

a first arm (3L) having a first hand mechanism
(12);

a second arm (3R) having a second hand mech-
anism (11); and
a control device (107), wherein
the control device (107):

operates the first hand mechanism (12) to
feed the material supply, and
operates the second hand mechanism (11)
to press the fed material suply against the
target object.

2. The robot system (100) according to claim 1, wherein
the first hand mechanism (12) includes:

a feeding mechanism configured to feed the ma-
terial supply from an upstream side to a down-
stream side;
a first gripping mechanism (31) configured to
grip a tip end portion of the material supply that
has been fed from the feeding mechanism; and
a cutting mechanism (32) configured to cut the
material supply on a downstream side from the
first gripping mechanism (31), and

the second hand mechanism (11)includes:

a second gripping mechanism (21) configured
to grip the material supply supported by the first
hand mechanism (12) ; and
a pressing mechanism (20) configured to press
a tip end portion of the material supply that has
been fed from the first hand mechanism (12)
against the target object.

3. The robot system (100) according to claim 2, wherein
the control device (107):

operates the second gripping mechanism (21)
to grip the material supply that is gripped by the
first gripping mechanism (31),
operates the first gripping mechanism (31) to
ungrip the gripping, and operates the first arm
(3L) and the second arm (3R) in cooperation to
feed the material supply,
operates the second gripping mechanism (21)
to ungrip the gripping, and moves the first hand
mechanism (12) and the second hand mecha-
nism (11) to a previously set position,
operates the second arm (3R) to cause the
pressing mechanism (20) to press the tip end
portion of the material supply against the target
object,
operates the first arm (3L) to feed the material
supply by a previously set length,
operates the second arm (3R) to move the
pressing mechanism (20) toward the first hand
mechanism (12) in a state in which the material
supply is pressed against the target object, and
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operates the first gripping mechanism (31) to
grip the material supply, and then operates the
cutting mechanism (32) to cut the material sup-
ply.

4. The robot system (100) according to claim 2 or 3,
wherein
the pressing mechanism (20) includes a driven roller
(33) configured to press the material supply against
the target object.

5. The robot system (100) according to any one of
claims 2 to 4, wherein
the second hand mechanism (11) includes the press-
ing mechanism (20) as one of a plurality of pressing
mechanisms that extend in directions nonparallel to
each other.

6. The robot system (100) according to any one of
claims 2 to 5, wherein
the first gripping mechanism (31) and the feeding
mechanism are integrally provided,
the feeding mechanism includes:

a winding roller holder loaded with a winding roll-
er (36) on which the material supply is wound,
a guide roller (33, 34) configured to guide the
material supply fed from the winding roller (36)
toward the first gripping mechanism (31), and

the first hand mechanism (12) includes a detachment
mechanism (37) configured to detachably hold the
first gripping mechanism (31) and the feeding mech-
anism that are integrally provided.

7. The robot system (100) according to any one of
claims 1 to 6, wherein
a target object gripping mechanism configured to
grip the target object is provided for one of the first
hand mechanism (12)and the second hand mecha-
nism (11).

8. The robot system (100) according to any one of
claims 1 to 7, comprising:

a stage (102) provided near the robot device;
a carry-in device configured to carry the target
object before processing into the stage(102);
a positioning device configured to fix the target
object that has been carried in to the stage (102)
at a previously set position; and
a carry-out device configured to carry the target
object after processing out from the stage (102).

9. The robot system (100) according to claim 8, wherein
the target object is a substrate of an electronic device
before soldering, and
the material supply is a masking tape that is applied

to a surface of the substrate.

10. A method of manufacturing a processed product,
comprising the steps of:

preparing a robot (101) provided with a first arm
(3L) having a first hand mechanism (12) and a
second arm (3R) having a second hand mech-
anism (11);
placing a target object on a stage (102) provided
near the robot (101), the target object being a
component of the processed product;
feeding the material supply from the first hand
mechanism (12); and
pressing the fed material supply against the tar-
get object using the second hand mechanism
(11).

11. The method of manufacturing a processed product
according to claim 10, wherein
the first hand mechanism (12) includes: a feeding
mechanism configured to feed the material supply
from an upstream side to a downstream side; a first
gripping mechanism (31) configured to grip a tip end
portion of the material supply that has been fed from
the feeding mechanism; and a cutting mechanism
(32) configured to cut the material supply on a down-
stream side from the first gripping mechanism (31),
and
the second hand mechanism (11) includes: a second
gripping mechanism (21) configured to grip the ma-
terial supply supported by the first hand mechanism
(12); and a pressing mechanism configured to press
a tip end portion of the material supply that has been
fed from the first hand mechanism (12) against the
target object.

12. The method of manufacturing a processed product
according to claim 11, further comprising the steps
of:

causing the second gripping mechanism (21) to
grip the material supply that is gripped by the
first gripping mechanism (31) ;
causing the first gripping mechanism (31) to un-
grip the gripping, and operating the first arm (3L)
and the second arm (3R) in cooperation to feed
the material supply;
causing the second gripping mechanism (21) to
ungrip the gripping, and moving the first hand
mechanism (12) and the second hand mecha-
nism (11) to a previously set position;
operating the second arm (3R) to cause the
pressing mechanism (20) to press the tip end
portion of the material supply against the target
object;
operating the first arm (3L) to feed the material
supply by a previously set length;
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causing the first gripping mechanism (31) to grip
the material supply, and then causing the cutting
mechanism to cut the material supply; and
operating the second arm (3R) to move the
pressing mechanism (20) toward the first hand
mechanism (12) in a state in which the material
supply is pressed against the target object.
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