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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The invention relates to aqueous binders con-
taining layered silicate and to a process for the produc-
tion thereof. It also relates to a process for the produc-
tion of aqueous coating compositions using the aqueous
binders containing layered silicate.

Background of the Invention

[0002] Incorporating layered silicate into aqueous
coating compositions is extremely difficult. Layered sil-
icate has accordingly hitherto been incorporated into
aqueous coating compositions by using semi-finished
preparations containing layered silicate. WO 99/29786
and US 5,198,490, for example, disclose preparations
containing layered silicate, which may be used for the
production of water-borne base coats.
[0003] The prior art is disadvantageous not only in
that the layered silicate is incorporated into the aqueous
coating composition in the form of a layered silicate
preparation which must be produced beforehand, but al-
so in that freedom in formulating the aqueous coating
compositions is restricted in that auxiliary substances,
which may even be undesirable, inevitably make their
way into the aqueous coating compositions from the lay-
ered silicate preparation.

Summary of the Invention

[0004] The stated disadvantages may be overcome
by the provision of aqueous binders containing layered
silicate which are obtainable by converting a homoge-
neous mixture of layered silicate and non-aqueous bind-
er (precursor) into the aqueous phase by mixing with
water and, in the case of a binder precursor, concluding
synthesis of the binder in the aqueous phase.
[0005] In this description and the claims, the term
"binder (precursor)" is used as shorthand for "binder or
binder precursor".
[0006] The present invention provides aqueous bind-
ers suitable for the production of aqueous coating com-
positions, wherein the aqueous binder contains 0.2 to 7
wt-%, preferably 0.5 to 5 wt-% of layered silicate, rela-
tive to binder solids content, which binders are obtaina-
ble by converting (a) a homogeneous mixture of layered
silicate and non-aqueous finished binder or (b) a homo-
geneous mixture of layered silicate and non-aqueous
binder precursor into the aqueous phase by mixing with
water and, in case (b), concluding synthesis of the bind-
er in the aqueous phase.

Detailed Description of the Embodiments

[0007] The aqueous binders containing layered sili-
cate comprise aqueous solutions or in particular aque-

ous dispersions of conventional, in particular water-di-
lutable binders, wherein, in the case of aqueous binder
dispersions, the layered silicate is present at least in part
in the dispersed phase. Examples of such binders are
polyurethane(urea) resins, polyester resins, (meth)
acrylic copolymer resins and any hybrid binders derived
therefrom. The hybrid binders comprise combinations
of at least two binders in particular selected from among
polyurethane(urea) resins, polyester resins and (meth)
acrylic copolymer resins, wherein the binders, of which
there are at least two, are bound together covalently
and/or in the form of interpenetrating resin molecules.
The only examples mentioned here are (meth)acrylated
polyester resins or (meth)acrylated polyurethane resins,
in which respectively (meth)acrylic copolymer and pol-
yester resin or (meth)acrylic copolymer and poly-
urethane resin are bound together covalently and/or in
the form of interpenetrating resin molecules.
[0008] (Meth)acrylic means methacrylic and/or acryl-
ic.
[0009] Polyurethane(urea) means polyurethane
which optionally contains urea groups.
[0010] The binders may comprise non-functional or
reactive resins, for example containing hydroxyl groups
corresponding to a hydroxyl value of 20 to 200 mg of
KOH/g of solid resin.
[0011] Synthetic pathways for the production of the
binders stated by way of example are well known to the
person skilled in the art and are disclosed, for example,
in the comprehensive patent literature relating to water-
borne base coats and water-borne base coat binders.
These pathways comprise addition reactions and/or
condensation reactions and/or free-radical polymeriza-
tion.
[0012] Polyurethane(urea) resins are accordingly
conventionally produced by addition reactions from
polyisocyanates and synthesis building blocks which
comprise groups capable of addition onto isocyanate
groups, such as hydroxyl groups, primary amino groups,
secondary amino groups. Examples of synthesis build-
ing blocks with hydroxyl groups, primary amino groups
or secondary amino groups are low molecular weight,
oligomeric or polymeric polyols, polyamines, aminoal-
cohols and water.
[0013] Polyester resins are conventionally produced
by condensation reactions optionally combined with ad-
dition reactions from synthesis building blocks conven-
tional in polyester synthesis. Such synthesis building
blocks comprise polycarboxylic acids or polycarboxylic
acid derivatives and polyols, as well as, as optional com-
ponents, monoalcohols, monocarboxylic acids, hydrox-
ycarboxylic acids, epoxy compounds and/or suitable de-
rivatives of these optional components.
[0014] (Meth)acrylic copolymer resins are conven-
tionally produced by free-radical copolymerization of
(meth)acrylic monomers optionally together with further
olefinically unsaturated and free-radically copolymeriz-
able monomers.
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[0015] The above-stated hybrid binders are accord-
ingly produced by combining the general synthetic path-
ways stated for the "single species" binder resins.
[0016] The phrase "binder precursor" may mean an
unfinished binder in the form of a reaction system which
has not completely reacted to yield the finished binder
and which, once converted into the aqueous phase, re-
acts to completion in the aqueous phase to yield the fin-
ished binder without addition of further binder educts. It
may, for example, here comprise a reaction system in
which, in the aqueous phase, in particular in an aqueous
dispersion, epoxy groups are added onto carboxyl
groups or methylol ether groups and hydroxyl or meth-
ylol groups undergo condensation with one another.
[0017] In particular, however, "binder precursor" is in-
tended to mean a binder intermediate, the synthesis of
which is taken to conclusion in the aqueous phase. In
general, further binder educts are here separately add-
ed to the binder intermediate, in particular after conver-
sion of the binder intermediate into the aqueous phase.
In general, the ultimately obtained, finished binder con-
sists of at least 10 wt-% of binder intermediate and cor-
respondingly of no more than 90 wt-% of further added
binder educts.
[0018] An example includes, but is not limited to, an
isocyanate-functional binder intermediate, such as for
example a polyurethane prepolymer comprising free
isocyanate groups, which may, once converted into the
aqueous phase, in particular into an aqueous disper-
sion, be increased in molecular weight to yield the fin-
ished binder by separate addition of chain extenders.
Examples of chain extenders reactive towards isocy-
anate groups are polyols, hydrazine, polyamines such
as ethylenediamine, or also water, but only in a quantity
sufficient to hydrolyse isocyanate groups and not suffi-
cient to convert the mixture into the aqueous phase.
[0019] Alternatively, an isocyanate-functional binder
intermediate may, once converted into the aqueous
phase, in particular into an aqueous dispersion, also be
increased in molecular weight to yield the finished bind-
er without separate addition of chain extenders as fur-
ther binder educts. This may be achieved by the chain
extension, which concludes the synthesis, proceeding
after hydrolysis of isocyanate groups with water from the
aqueous phase to yield amino groups, which then in turn
undergo addition onto free isocyanate groups.
[0020] Another example in which there is no separate
addition of chain extenders which may be mentioned is
alkoxysilane-functional binder intermediates which
have been converted into the aqueous phase, in partic-
ular into an aqueous dispersion, for example poly-
urethane prepolymers comprising alkoxysilane groups,
the alkoxysilane groups of which, once hydrolysed with
water from the aqueous phase, are converted into sila-
nol groups which subsequently condense together to
yield siloxane bridges and thus effect chain extension
as the conclusion of synthesis.
[0021] Another example is aqueous phase "(meth)

acrylation", in which (meth)acrylic monomers are added
as further binder educts to a binder intermediate which
has been converted into the aqueous phase, in particu-
lar into an aqueous dispersion, said binder intermediate
possibly containing olefinically unsaturated double
bonds, and in the presence of said binder intermediate
are free-radically (co)polymerized as the conclusion of
synthesis to yield a finished hybrid binder consisting of
the binder intermediate and the (meth)acrylic (co)poly-
mer.
[0022] The layered silicates contained in the aqueous
binders containing layered silicate comprise layered sil-
icates known to the person skilled in the art and conven-
tionally used in connection with coatings, for example
aluminium-magnesium, sodium-magnesium and sodi-
um-magnesium-lithium silicates with a layered struc-
ture. Examples of such layered silicates are layered sil-
icates of the bentonite, smectite, montmorillonite and
hectorite type. Naturally occurring layered silicates may
be used, but synthetically manufactured layered sili-
cates are preferred. It may be convenient if the layered
silicates used are washed grades. Examples of com-
mercially available layered silicates which may be used
in aqueous binders are the Optigel® products (from
Südchemie Moosburg, Germany), Laponite® RD (from
Solvay, Rheinberg, Germany) or Borchigel® layered sil-
icates (from Borchers, Monheim, Germany).
[0023] The aqueous binders containing layered sili-
cate are produced by first producing a homogeneous
mixture of layered silicate and non-aqueous binder (pre-
cursor) in a ratio such as to ensure the layered silicate
content according to the definition in the finished aque-
ous binder, namely to ensure the 0.2 to 7 wt.-% of lay-
ered silicate, relative to binder solids content of the fin-
ished aqueous binder.
[0024] The non-aqueous binder (precursor) may as-
sume the form of a melt or preferably an organic solu-
tion, in particular as an organic solution in a water-mis-
cible solvent (mixture). Examples of solvents are esters,
for-example butyl acetate; mono- or polyhydric alcohols,
for example propanol, butanol, hexanol; glycol ethers or
esters, for example diethylene glycol dialkyl ethers,
dipropylene glycol dialkyl ethers, in each case with alkyl
groups comprising one to six carbon atoms, ethoxypro-
panol, ethylene glycol monobutyl ether; glycols, for ex-
ample ethylene glycol, propylene glycol, and the oligom-
ers thereof, N-alkylpyrrolidones, such as for example N-
methylpyrrolidone and ketones such as methyl ethyl ke-
tone, acetone, cyclohexanone; aromatic or aliphatic hy-
drocarbons.
[0025] Homogeneous dispersion of the layered sili-
cate in the non-aqueous binder (precursor) may be
achieved by adding the layered silicate before, during
and/or after synthesis of the non-aqueous binder (pre-
cursor) and performing homogeneous mixing, the lay-
ered silicate being in any event added before the con-
version into an aqueous binder (precursor). The layered
silicate may here be added as is or as a preparation of
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layered silicate and organic solvent and optionally one
or more additives, wherein the only additives which are
considered are those which are not undesirable or are
even desirable in a corresponding aqueous coating
composition to be produced using the aqueous binder
containing layered silicate. The stated layered silicate
preparations contain, for example, 1 to 20 wt-% of lay-
ered silicate and assume the form, for example, of a
paste or slurry of layered silicate. The layered silicate
may already be present in situ during synthesis of the
binder (precursor), i.e. it may be added together with
binder (precursor) educts or not be added until binder
(precursor) synthesis is under way. Preferably, however,
it is added to the finished, still non-aqueous binder (pre-
cursor).
[0026] The homogeneous mixture of layered silicate
and non-aqueous binder (precursor) is converted into
the aqueous phase, specifically into an aqueous solu-
tion or into an aqueous dispersion, by mixing with water,
wherein the water may be added to the homogeneous
mixture or the homogeneous mixture to the water. It is
essential to the invention for the layered silicate to be
homogeneously dispersed in the non-aqueous binder
(precursor), i.e. before the binder (precursor) is convert-
ed into the aqueous phase.
[0027] In the event that the non-aqueous binder (pre-
cursors) are binder (precursors) which are not dilutable
with water, they may be converted into aqueous binder
(precursors) by the addition of external emulsifiers.
However, water-dilutable binder (precursors) are pre-
ferred, the water-dilutability of which is the result of an
appropriate content of hydrophilic side and/or end
groups. Examples of such hydrophilic groups are noni-
onic hydrophilic polyether groups, for example polyeth-
ylene oxide groups and/or in particular ionic groups or
groups convertible into ionic groups. Examples of
groups convertible into cationic groups are, for example,
amino groups contained in the binder (precursor) and,
for example, corresponding to an amine value of 20 to
80 mg of KOH/g, which groups may be converted into
cationic groups by neutralization or quaternization. Ex-
amples of groups convertible into anionic groups are,
for example, carboxyl groups contained in the binder
(precursor) and, for example, corresponding to an acid
value of 10 to 70 mg of KOH/g, which groups may be
converted into anionic groups by neutralization with am-
monia, amines and/or aminoalcohols.
[0028] The solids content of the aqueous binders con-
taining layered silicate and suitable for the production
of aqueous coating compositions is, for example, 25 to
50 wt-%. The aqueous binders containing layered sili-
cate may, for example, contain up to 30 wt-% of organic
solvents, in particular water-miscible solvents, relative
to solids content. Examples of solvents are those stated
above as solvents for the non-aqueous binder (precur-
sor).
[0029] The aqueous binders containing layered sili-
cate may be used for the production of aqueous coating

compositions, wherein they serve as the vehicle for in-
troducing layered silicate into the aqueous coating com-
position. In this manner, it is possible to overcome the
above-described disadvantages of the prior art and to
avoid the hitherto unavoidable introduction of auxiliary
substances from layered silicate preparations. Instead,
according to the concept upon which the invention is
based, the layered silicate is incorporated into the aque-
ous coating composition via the indispensable main
component of the aqueous coating composition, namely
the aqueous binder or at least one of two or more aque-
ous binders. In the event that the aqueous coating com-
positions contain more than one aqueous binder, it is
preferred if the binder obtained from the aqueous binder
containing layered silicate is the main binder component
within the binder composition of the aqueous coating
composition, for example constituting 50 wt-% or more
of the binder composition in the aqueous coating com-
position.
[0030] The aqueous coating compositions contain 0.1
to 5, preferably 0.5 to 3 wt-% of layered silicate, relative
to the resin solids content of the coating composition,
wherein the layered silicate is introduced into the aque-
ous coating composition via the aqueous binders con-
taining layered silicate according to the invention.
[0031] The aqueous coating compositions are pro-
duced by mixing the aqueous binders containing lay-
ered silicate with pigments and/or further binders and/
or cross-linking agents and/or extenders and or conven-
tional coating additives and/or solvents and optionally
additionally with further water. If the aqueous coating
compositions are pigmented, for example color- and/or
special effect-imparting coating compositions, such as
in particular water-borne base coats, the aqueous bind-
ers containing layered silicate are mixed with pigments
and optionally further binders and/or cross-linking
agents and/or extenders and/or conventional coating
additives and/or solvents, optionally additionally togeth-
er with further water. Additional mixing with further water
may in particular be performed to establish a desired
solids content of the aqueous coating composition.
[0032] The aqueous coating compositions are com-
posed of the solids content thereof and volatile constit-
uents. The solids content is formed from the resin solids
content, the layered silicate from the aqueous binder
containing the layered silicate, optionally together with
pigments, extenders and/or non-volatile additives. The
resin solids content consists of the binder, which origi-
nates from the aqueous binder containing layered sili-
cate, optionally together with further binders, which also
include paste resins, and/or cross-linking agents. Paste
resins are used for grinding pigments and may thus
make their way into the aqueous coating compositions
via pigment pastes.
[0033] Apart from the binder from the aqueous binder
containing layered silicate, the resin solids content of
the aqueous coating compositions may contain one or
more further binders, wherein the further binder(s) are
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incorporated into the aqueous coating compositions as
binders containing no layered silicates. Examples of fur-
ther generally water-dilutable binders are, in principle,
the same as the examples of binders listed above as
examples of aqueous binders containing layered sili-
cate.
[0034] The aqueous coating compositions may be
self drying (physically drying), self cross-linking or ex-
ternally cross-linking. The resin solids content of the
aqueous coating compositions may accordingly contain
one or more cross-linking agents. Cross-linking agents
which may, for example, be present are amine/formal-
dehyde condensation resins, for example melamine
resins, as well as free or blocked polyisocyanates. If
cross-linking agents are present, the mixing ratio of
cross-linking agents to binders is preferably 10:90 to 40:
60, particularly preferably 20:80 to 30:70, in each case
relative to the weight of solids.
[0035] The resin solids composition of the aqueous
coating compositions is thus, for example:
30 to 100, preferably 50 to 100 wt-%, of binder from the
aqueous binder containing layered silicate,
0 to 70, preferably 0 to 50 wt-%, of further binder, includ-
ing optionally present paste resins, and
0 to 40 wt-% of cross-linking agents.
[0036] The aqueous coating compositions may com-
prise single-component aqueous coating compositions
or aqueous coating compositions producible by mixing
two or more separately stored components.
[0037] If the aqueous coating compositions comprise
coating compositions usable for the production of color-
and/or special effect-imparting base coat/clear coat two-
layer coatings, in particular water-borne base coats,
said aqueous coating compositions contain one or more
inorganic and/or organic color- and/or special effect-im-
parting pigments and optionally one or more extenders.
[0038] Examples of color-imparting pigments and ex-
tenders are titanium dioxide, micronized titanium diox-
ide, iron oxide pigments, carbon black, silicon dioxide,
barium sulfate, micronized mica, talcum, kaolin, chalk,
azo pigments, phthalocyanine pigments, quinacridone
pigments, pyrrolopyrrole pigments, perylene pigments.
Examples of metal effect pigments are the conventional
metal pigments known to the person skilled in the art,
for example made from aluminium, copper or other met-
als. Examples of special effect-imparting pigments other
than metal pigments are interference pigments, such as
for example metal oxide coated metal pigments, for ex-
ample titanium dioxide coated aluminium, coated mica,
such as for example titanium dioxide coated mica.
[0039] Special-effect pigments are generally initially
introduced in the form of a conventional commercial
aqueous or non-aqueous paste, are optionally com-
bined with preferably water-dilutable, organic solvents
and additives and are then mixed with an aqueous bind-
er, for example the aqueous binder containing layered
silicate. Pulverulent special-effect pigments may first be
processed with preferably water-dilutable organic sol-

vents and additives to yield a paste. Colored pigments
and/or extenders may, for example, be ground in a pro-
portion of an aqueous binder or in particular in a water-
dilutable paste resin. The finished colored pigment
paste is then made up with the remainder of the aqueous
binder or of the aqueous paste resin.
[0040] The aqueous coating compositions may fur-
thermore contain conventional coating additives in
quantities conventional in coatings, for example of be-
tween 0.1 and 5 wt-%, relative to the solids content
thereof, for example rheological agents, such as highly
disperse silica, cross-linked or uncross-linked polymer
microparticles, polymeric urea compounds, water-solu-
ble cellulose ethers or synthetic polymers having ionic
and/or associatively acting groups; antisettling agents;
levelling agents; light stabilisers; catalysts; antifoaming
agents; wetting agents; adhesion promoters; neutraliz-
ing agents.
[0041] The proportion of organic solvents in the aque-
ous coating compositions may be, for example, up to 30
wt-%. These are conventional coating solvents, which
may originate from production of the binders and/or are
added separately. Examples of solvents are those stat-
ed above as solvents for the non-aqueous binder (pre-
cursor).
[0042] The aqueous coating compositions preferably
comprise color- and/or special-effect imparting water-
borne base coats, as are used for multilayer coatings
and are overcoated with transparent clear coats. Such
a water-borne base coat has, for example, a solids con-
tent of 10 to 45 wt-%; for special-effect water-borne base
coats said solids content is for example preferably 15 to
30 wt-%, while for single-tone water-borne base coats
it is preferably higher, for example 20 to 45 wt-%. The
ratio of color-imparting pigments plus special effect pig-
ments plus extenders to the resin solids content in the
water-borne base coat is, for example, from 0.03:1 to 3:
1, for special-effect water-borne base coats it is for ex-
ample preferably 0.06:1 to 0.6:1, for single-tone water-
borne base coats it is preferably higher, for example
0.06:1 to 2.5:1, in each case relative to the weight of
solids.
[0043] The water-borne base coats may be used for
the production of color-and/or special effect-imparting
base coat layers of water-borne base coat/clear coat
two layer coatings, in particular in automotive and auto-
motive component coating, wherein original and repair
coating are included.
[0044] The water-borne base coats may be applied
onto various kinds of substrates using conventional
methods. The substrates are generally of metal or of
plastics. These are often precoated, i.e. plastics sub-
strates may, for example, be provided with a plastics
primer, metallic substrates generally have a primer, for
example applied electrophoretically, and optionally ad-
ditionally one or more further coating layers, such as for
example a surfacer layer. The coatings are preferably
applied by spraying to a dry film thickness of 8 to 40 µm.
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Application preferably proceeds by the wet-on-wet proc-
ess, i.e. after a flash-off phase, for example at 20 to
80°C, the water-borne base coat layers are overcoated
with a clear coat to a dry film thickness of preferably 30
to 60 µm and dried or cross-linked together with the lat-
ter at temperatures of for example 20 to 150°C. Tem-
peratures of 20 to 80°C are, for example, preferred for
repair purposes. Temperatures in excess of 100°C are
preferred for original coating purposes.
[0045] Any desired clear coat coating composition
may be used to produce the clear coat layers. Suitable
clear coats are in principle any known clear coats which
may be cured thermally and/or by the action of high en-
ergy radiation, for example UV radiation. Usable clear
coats here are solvent-borne one-component (1 pack)
or two-component (2 pack) clear coats, water-dilutable
1 pack or 2 pack clear coats, powder clear coats or
aqueous powder clear coat dispersions.
[0046] The following Examples illustrate the produc-
tion of aqueous binders containing layered silicate,
which may be used as aqueous binder components in
the production of aqueous coating compositions, in par-
ticular aqueous base coats. They may serve as a vehicle
for introducing layered silicate into aqueous coating
compositions.

EXAMPLES

Example 1 (Production of an aqueous polyurethaneurea
dispersion containing layered silicate):

[0047] 1005 g of a linear polyester (synthesized from
adipic acid, isophthalic acid and hexanediol, with an OH
value of 102) were heated to 90°C and 1.8 g of trimeth-
ylolpropane and 393 g of isophorone diisocyanate were
added at this temperature. This temperature was main-
tained until the NCO value was 3.8. After cooling to
60°C, a solution prepared from 35.3 g of dimethylolpro-
pionic acid, 26.1 g of triethylamine and 250 g of N-meth-
ylpyrrolidone was added. After heating to 80°C, the tem-
perature was maintained until an NCO value of 1.5 was
obtained. The stoichiometric quantity of water neces-
sary to hydrolyze the NCO groups was mixed in and the
solution was maintained at 80°C until no NCO was any
longer detectable. 3 wt-% of Optigel 0482 (layered sili-
cate from Südchemie), relative to the solids content of
the polyurethaneurea solution, were then added and ho-
mogeneously mixed in. The mixture was then converted
into a 32 wt-% aqueous polyurethaneurea dispersion
containing layered silicate by addition of water.

Example 2 (Production of an aqueous polyurethaneurea
dispersion containing layered silicate):

[0048] 1105 g of a linear polyester (synthesized from
adipic acid, isophthalic acid and hexanediol, with an OH
value of 102) were heated to 90°C and 1.8 g of trimeth-
ylolpropane and 393 g of isophorone diisocyanate were

added at this temperature. This temperature was main-
tained until the NCO value was 3.8. After cooling to
60°C, a solution prepared from 25.3 g of dimethylolpro-
pionic acid, 18.1 g of triethylamine and 250 g of N-meth-
ylpyrrolidone was added. After heating to 90°C, the tem-
perature was maintained until an NCO value of 0.5 was
obtained. 3 wt-% of Optigel 0482, relative to the solids
content of the polyurethaneurea solution, were then
added and homogeneously mixed in. This mixture was
stirred into 850 g of water and a mixture of 2.4 g of eth-
ylenediamine and 100 g of water was then added within
20 minutes. The mixture was then diluted by addition of
water to yield a 33 wt-% aqueous polyurethaneurea dis-
persion containing layered silicate.

Example 3 (Production of an aqueous polyurethane
dispersion containing layered silicate and chain-
extended by means of siloxane bridges):

[0049] 339 g of a polyester prepared from adipic acid,
hexanediol and isophthalic acid (OH value 104) and 19
g of dimethylolpropionic acid were dissolved in 160 g of
N-methylpyrrolidone and heated to 40°C. 125 g of iso-
phorone diisocyanate were then added in such a man-
ner that the reaction temperature did not exceed 80°C.
The temperature was maintained until an NCO value of
2 (relative to solid resin) was obtained. 14.6 g of 3-ami-
nopropyltriethoxysilane and 16.2 g of diethanolamine
were then added in succession.
The reaction mixture was maintained at 80°C until no
free NCO groups were any longer detectable. Neutrali-
zation and chain extension with siloxane bridge forma-
tion were performed by adding and thoroughly incorpo-
rating a mixture of 12.6 g of triethylamine and 12.6 g of
water. 3 wt-% of Optigel 0482, relative to the solids con-
tent of the polyurethane resin solution, were then added
and homogeneously mixed in. The mixture was then
converted into a 40 wt-% aqueous polyurethane disper-
sion containing layered silicate by addition of water.

Example 4 (Production of an aqueous methacrylic
copolymer dispersion containing layered silicate):

[0050] 253 g of Solvesso 100 and 88 g of ethylene
glycol monobutyl ether were initially introduced and
heated to 155°C. A mixture prepared from 125 g of sty-
rene, 125 g of methyl methacrylate, 720 g of butyl acr-
ylate, 275 g of butyl methacrylate and 765 g of hydrox-
ypropyl methacrylate was then apportioned in 3 hours
and, immediately thereafter, a mixture of 75 g of butyl
acrylate, 185 g of hydroxypropyl methacrylate, 25 g of
methyl methacrylate, 13 g of butyl methacrylate and 56
g of acrylic acid in 1 υ hours. In parallel, starting with
the addition of the first monomer mixture, 98 g of di-tert.-
butyl peroxide in 100 g of Solvesso 100 were appor-
tioned in 5 hours. After a further 2 hours' stirring at
145°C, the temperature was reduced to 100°C. 3 wt-%
of Optigel 0482, relative to the solids content of the
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methacrylic copolymer solution, were then added and
homogeneously mixed with the resin solution. After the
addition of 71 g of dimethylethanolamine, the mixture
was converted into a 40 wt-% aqueous methacrylic co-
polymer dispersion containing layered silicate by addi-
tion of water.

Example 5 (Production of an aqueous polyester
dispersion containing layered silicate):

[0051]

a) A mixture of 598 g of dimethylolcyclohexane,
3098 g of dimer fatty acid (Pripol 1009 from
UNICHEMA) and 371 g of dimethylolpropionic acid
was heated and esterified at a maximum of 220°C.
At an acid value of 30 mg of KOH/g, the mixture was
cooled and diluted with 1651 g of ethylene glycol
monobutyl ether. A polyester solution was obtained
(hydroxyl value of the polyester 30 mg of KOH/g)
with a solids content of 70 wt-%. 2 wt-% of Optigel
0482, relative to the solids content of the polyester
solution, were then added and homogeneously
mixed in.
b) 404 g of the polyester solution containing layered
silicate from stage a) were combined with a mixture
of 400 g of deionised water and 10 g of dimethyl-
ethanolamine and thoroughly mixed. A solids con-
tent of the aqueous polyester solution containing
layered silicate of 32 wt-% was then established by
addition of deionised water.

Claims

1. An aqueous binder containing 0.2 to 7 wt-% of at
least one layered silicate, relative to binder solids
content, wherein the aqueous binder is obtainable
by converting a homogeneous mixture of layered
silicate and non-aqueous binder (precursor) into the
aqueous phase by mixing with water and, in the
case of a binder precursor, concluding synthesis of
the binder in the aqueous phase.

2. The aqueous binder of claim 1, wherein the aque-
ous binder contains 0.5 to 5 wt-% of the layered sil-
icate, relative to binder solids content.

3. The aqueous binder of claim 1 or 2, wherein the
aqueous binder is an aqueous solution or an aque-
ous dispersion.

4. The aqueous binder of claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein the
binder is selected from the group consisting of poly-
urethane(urea) resins, polyester resins, (meth)
acrylic copolymer resins and any hybrid binders de-
rived from these resins.

5. The aqueous binder of any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the aqueous binder has a solids
content of 25 to 50 wt-% and an organic solvents
content of up to 30 wt-%.

6. The aqueous binder of any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the at least one layered silicate is
selected from the group consisting of aluminium-
magnesium, sodium-magnesium and sodium-mag-
nesium-lithium silicates.

7. A process for the production of the aqueous binder
of any one of the preceding claims, comprising the
steps of:

(a) producing a homogeneous mixture of lay-
ered silicate and non-aqueous binder (precur-
sor); and
(b) converting this mixture into an aqueous
phase by mixing with water, where in the case
of a binder precursor, binder synthesis is taken
to conclusion in the aqueous phase.

8. A process for producing an aqueous coating com-
position comprising the step of:

(a) mixing the aqueous binder of any one of
claims 1 to 6 with at least one constituent se-
lected from the group consisting of pigments,
further binders, cross-linking agents, extend-
ers, conventional coating additives and sol-
vents, and wherein the mixture may additionally
be mixed with further water,

to yield the aqueous coating composition.

9. Use of an aqueous binder of any one of claims 1 to
6 for the production of aqueous coating composi-
tions.
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