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(54) Cementing head

(57) A coupling apparatus (404) for connecting to a
casing string (426), said casing string (426) having an
enlarged diameter portion (431) at an upper end (425)
thereof, said enlarged diameter portion (431) defining a
downward facing annular surface (429), said coupling
apparatus (404) comprising: a body (410) having
threads defined on an outer surface thereof, said body
(410) having an inner surface defining a bore (416)
therethrough; a seal assembly (440) disposed in said
bore (416) for sealing between said body (410) and an
upper annular end (425) surface of said casing (426); a
locking clamp disposed about said body (410), said
locking clamp preferably hinged along a full length
thereof and having a radially inwardly extending lip (470)
at a lower end thereof for engaging said downward fac-
ing annular surface (429), said locking clamp preferably
comprising an integral first arcuate clamp portion pivot-
ally connected to an integral second arcuate clamp por-
tion, wherein said integral first and second arcuate
clamp portions threadedly engage said body (410) and
extend downwardly below said downward facing annu-
lar surface (429), said first and second clamp portions
being movable radially between an open position
wherein said casing (426) can be received in said lock-
ing clamp and a closed position wherein said inwardly
extending lip (470) closes around said casing (426) be-
low said downward facing annular surface (429), said
locking clamp being adapted to move said casing (426)
longitudinally relative to said body (410).
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Description

[0001] This invention relates generally to cementing
heads used for the introduction and separation of fluids
in a well, such as the introduction and separation of a
cement slurry. More specifically, the invention relates to
plug containers, manifolds and quick-latch couplers.
[0002] As is well known in the art, cementing plugs
utilized to separate fluids passing through casing in a
wellbore are often held in a plug container. Rather than
opening the top of the casing to insert cementing plugs,
a plug container is installed at the top of the casing. The
plug container has flow lines attached thereto and may
have a quick-latch coupler connected thereto, which can
be utilized to attach the plug container to the casing. The
plug container may also have a manifold attached there-
to which directs fluid into the plug container. A typical
prior art plug container is shown in Halliburton Sales &
Service Catalog No.39, page 3138. A typical manifold
is shown in Halliburton Casing Sales Manual No.
820.00005, pg. 3-12. Prior art quick-latch couplers are
shown in U.S. Patent Nos. 4,524,998 and 4,613,161.
[0003] At the beginning of a typical cementing job, the
well casing and the well borehole are usually filled with
drilling mud. To reduce the contamination at the inter-
face between drilling mud and the cement which is
pumped into the well casing on top of the drilling mud,
a bottom cementing plug is often pumped ahead of the
cement slurry so that the interface between the cement
slurry and the drilling mud already in the well casing is
defined by the bottom cementing plug.
[0004] As the cement is pumped into the well casing,
the bottom cementing plug is pumped down the well
casing. The bottom plug serves the function of wiping
mud from the walls of the casing ahead of the cement
slurry reducing dilution of the cement slurry, and serves
to minimize contamination of cement as it is being
pumped down the casing string. To separate the displac-
ing fluid used to push the cement slurry out the tubular
string and up the annular space, a top cementing plug
is placed in line and pushed down the string by a dis-
placing fluid. Typically, the bottom cementing plug is
loaded into the plug container prior to pumping cement,
and the top cementing plug will be loaded after the bot-
tom plug is released. There may be times when only one
cementing plug is used. In those cases, the plug is re-
leased after the cement to push the slurry out of the tu-
bular string. If well conditions dictate, a multiple plug
container may be used which allows both cementing
plugs to be released when desired without opening the
plug container. Whether a single or multiple plug con-
tainer is used, it can either be a free-fall or manifold type
plug container.
[0005] The manifold utilized with plug containers is
typically connected to inlets in the side of the plug con-
tainer and is valved so that fluid can be displaced ahead
of and behind cementing plugs. Often, the plug contain-
er and manifold may be made up as much as thirty feet

(9m) off the rig floor. Because of the size, shape and
weight of the plug and manifold assembly, it is difficult,
time consuming and sometimes dangerous to make up
the plug container, manifold and casing. Thus, there is
a need for shorter and lighter plug containers, and more
compact manifolds which are manoeuvrable and easier
and safer to handle.
[0006] Short plug container length is also important
where rigs have short bales leaving little vertical dis-
tance above the top of the casing in which to make up
the plug container. It is also desirable on some occa-
sions to provide a means for quickly connecting the plug
container to a casing collar in some manner other than
making a threaded connection to a casing collar. Cou-
pling apparatus for quick connection are shown in Unit-
ed States Patents 4,613,161 and 4,524,998. While such
apparatus work well, there is still a need for a shorter,
more compact coupling apparatus that is easy to as-
semble.
[0007] We have now devised a compact plug contain-
er and a manifold which may be used together or inde-
pendently in a cementing head. The use of one or both
of the plug container and manifold of the invention in a
cementing head provides the advantages that the ce-
menting head is easier to assemble and manipulate and
is more compact than prior art cementing heads.
[0008] According to one aspect, the invention pro-
vides a cementing head comprising: a plug container
having a first fluid inlet and a second fluid inlet; a man-
ifold connected to said plug container, said manifold
comprising: a first valve, said first valve having a first
valve inlet and a first valve outlet, said first valve outlet
being connected to said first fluid inlet of said plug con-
tainer; a first discharge tee connected to said first valve
inlet; a second valve, said second valve having a second
valve inlet and a second valve outlet, said second valve
outlet being connected to said second fluid inlet of said
plug container; and a second discharge tee connected
to said second valve inlet; a spacer between said first
and second discharge tees; and a closing nut for con-
necting said first discharge tee to said second discharge
tee, wherein rotation of said closing nut in a first direct
causes both of said first and second discharge tees to
move toward and tighten against said spacer, and
wherein rotation of said nut in a second direction causes
both of said first and second tees to loosen and move
away from said spacer, and wherein preferably said first
discharge tee has a left-hand thread defined thereon
and wherein said second discharge tee has a right-hand
thread defined thereon, said closing nut having first and
second ends with left- and right-hand threads respec-
tively defined thereon for engaging said first and second
discharge tees.
[0009] In one embodiment, said first discharge tee
has threads having a first pitch defined thereon and said
second discharge tee has threads having a second pitch
defined thereon, said closing nut having first and second
ends, said first and second ends of said closing nut hav-
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ing threads with said first and second pitches respec-
tively defined thereon for mating with said threads on
first and second discharge tees.
[0010] In another embodiment, the cementing head
further comprises a bushing threadedly connected to
said first discharge tee, said bushing having a bushing
thread defined on an outer surface thereof, said closing
nut having a first end threadedly engaging said bushing
and a second end threadedly engaging said second dis-
charge tee.
[0011] Optionally, said bushing thread comprises a
left-hand thread, said second discharge tee has a right-
hand thread defined thereon, and said first and second
ends of said closing nut have left- and right-hand
threads respectively for mating with said bushing and
said second discharge tee. Said bushing may be dis-
posed about said spacer.
[0012] Optionally, said first and second fluid inlets are
oriented at a right angle to a longitudinal axis of said
plug container and are offset therefrom. Preferably, said
first and second fluid inlets are positioned such that said
first fluid inlet is for directing fluid against the side of a
plug located in said plug container and said second fluid
inlet is below said plug.
[0013] The cementing head may further comprise a
coupling apparatus for connecting said container to a
casing string.
[0014] According to another aspect, the invention pro-
vides a manifold according to the invention for use with
a plug container.
[0015] In a further aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a coupling apparatus for connecting to a casing
string, said casing string having an enlarged diameter
portion at an upper end thereof, said enlarged diameter
portion defining a downward facing annular surface,
said coupling apparatus comprising: a body having
threads defined on an outer surface thereof, said body
having an inner surface defining a bore therethrough; a
seal assembly disposed in said bore for sealing between
said body and an upper annular end surface of said cas-
ing; a locking clamp disposed about said body, said lock-
ing clamp preferably hinged along a full length thereof
and having a radially inwardly extending lip at a lower
end thereof for engaging said downward facing annular
surface, said locking clamp preferably comprising an in-
tegral first arcuate clamp portion pivotally connected to
an integral second arcuate clamp portion, wherein said
integral first and second arcuate clamp portions thread-
edly engage said body and extend downwardly below
said downward facing annular surface, said first and
second clamp portions being movable radially between
an open position wherein said casing can be received
in said locking clamp and a closed position wherein said
inwardly extending lip closes around said casing below
said downward facing annular surface, said locking
clamp being adapted to move said casing longitudinally
relative to said body.
[0016] In a further aspect, the invention provides a

multiple plug container for connecting to a casing string
comprising: a container body defining a longitudinal
central opening; at least two plugs located in said central
opening; a plurality of fluid inlets communicating with
said central opening, said multiple plug container having
the same number of inlets as plugs wherein said con-
tainer does not have an inlet positioned above an up-
permost plug disposed therein.
[0017] In a further aspect, the invention provides a
coupling apparatus for connecting to a cylindrical mem-
ber having an enlarged diameter portion, the coupling
apparatus comprising: a body having an inner and outer
surface, the outer surface having threads defined ther-
eon, and the inner surface defining a bore through the
body; a seal assembly disposed in the bore of the body
for sealing between the body and an upper end surface
of the enlarged diameter portion of the cylindrical mem-
ber; a limit ring disposed about the body, the limit ring
having internal threads; and a locking clamp disposed
about the body, the locking clamp comprising: a first ar-
cuate clamp portion, the first arcuate clamp portion hav-
ing an inner surface having threads defined thereon,
and the first arcuate clamp portion having a radially in-
wardly extending lip at a lower end thereof for engaging
a lower end surface of the enlarged diameter portion of
the cylindrical member, a second arcuate clamp portion,
the second arcuate clamp portion having an inner sur-
face having threads defined thereon, and the second ar-
cuate clamp portion having a radially inwardly extending
lip at a lower end thereof for engaging the lower end
surface of the enlarged diameter portion of the cylindri-
cal member; and a hinge pin for pivotally connecting the
first arcuate clamp portion to the second arcuate clamp
portion; wherein, the internal threads on the limit ring
allow the limit ring to be assembled past the threads on
the body until the limit ring can slide along the outer sur-
face of the body, the first and second arcuate clamp por-
tions threadedly engage the body below a lower end of
the limit ring, and the first and second arcuate clamp
portions are movable radially between an open position
in which the cylindrical member can be received in the
locking clamp and a closed position in which the radially
extending lips close around the cylindrical member be-
low the lower end surface of the enlarged diameter por-
tion of the cylindrical member.
[0018] In one aspect, the present invention provides
a cementing head which is more compact, and more
easily assembled and manipulated than prior art ce-
menting heads. Preferably, the cementing head of the
present invention includes a plug container having first,
or upper and second, or lower fluid inlets oriented 90°
from a longitudinal central axis of the plug container and
offset therefrom. Thus, fluid entering the plug container
can create a flow vortex which can draw plugs in the
container down into the casing string. Preferably, a man-
ifold may be connected to the plug container.
[0019] Desirably the manifold includes a first valve
connected to the upper inlet of the plug container and a
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second valve connected to the lower inlet of the plug
container. Advantageously, a first discharge tee is con-
nected to the first valve and a second discharge tee is
connected to the second valve. Preferably, the first and
second discharge tees are connected to one another
with a closing nut which is preferably a one-piece closing
nut. Desirably, the closing nut engages threads on the
first and second discharge tees such that rotation of the
closing nut in one direction causes the discharge tees
to move toward one another and tighten against a spac-
er disposed therebetween to create a fluid-tight connec-
tion. More desirably, rotation of the closing nut in a sec-
ond direction causes the space between the first and
second tees to increase and loosen the seal against the
spacer.
[0020] Desirably, the first discharge tee may have a
left-hand thread defined thereon and the second dis-
charge tee may have a right-hand thread defined ther-
eon. In this embodiment, the closing nut has corre-
sponding left- and right-hand threads defined on corre-
sponding first and second ends thereof to engage the
first and second discharge tees. Advantageously, the
manifold has a fluid inlet which can be connected to a
fluid supply line, the valves in the manifold can be ma-
nipulated to direct flow to the upper or lower inlets of the
plug container.
[0021] According to a further aspect, the invention
comprises a multiple plug container which includes a
plug container body with sufficient length to hold a top
and a bottom cementing plug.
[0022] In another aspect, the invention provides a
multiple plug container for connecting to a casing string
comprising: a container body defining a longitudinal
central opening; at least two plugs located in said central
opening; a plurality of fluid inlets communicating with
said central opening, said multiple plug container having
the same number of inlets as plugs wherein said con-
tainer does not have an inlet positioned above an up-
permost plug disposed therein.
[0023] In one embodiment, a lower end of said con-
tainer has an external thread defined thereon for direct
connection to a casing collar.
[0024] In another embodiment, a lower end of said
container is adapted for connection to a coupling appa-
ratus for connecting to a casing string therebelow.
[0025] Desirably, each of said inlets has a central axis,
the central axis of each said inlets being oriented at 90°
from a longitudinal axis of said central opening and off-
set therefrom.
[0026] Advantageously, the container further com-
prises a container manifold connected to said plug con-
tainer fluid inlets.
[0027] The multiple plug container of the present in-
vention preferably has only two fluid inlets. In this em-
bodiment, the manifold may be connected to the upper
and lower fluid inlets such that the multiple plug contain-
er is a combination free-fall manifold plug container. In
other words, the manifold can be manipulated such that

flow can be directed through the upper inlet in the plug
container on top of the bottom plug. The top plug, how-
ever, is necessarily a free-fall plug. Preferably, the inlets
in the multiple plug container are oriented 90° to the lon-
gitudinal central axis thereof and offset therefrom such
that a flow vortex is created in the plug container body
which can draw the top plug into the flow stream.
[0028] According to a further aspect of the invention,
there is provided a coupling apparatus for connecting
the plug container to a casing string. Preferably the cou-
pling apparatus comprises a body having threads de-
fined thereon and a bore defined therethrough. Advan-
tageously a seal is disposed in the bore and is designed
to seal against the upper end of a casing received in the
bore. Preferably a locking clamp is disposed about the
body. The locking clamp can include a radially inwardly
extending lip at a lower end thereof.
[0029] Advantageously, the locking clamp comprises
first and second arcuate clamp portions hingedly con-
nected to one another and movable between open and
closed positions. Each arcuately shaped clamp portion
includes the radially inwardly extending lip at a lower
end thereof.
[0030] In this embodiment, when the locking clamp is
in the closed position, the lip is closely received about
the diameter of the casing below the lower end of a cas-
ing collar attached to the upper end of the casing. The
lip defines an upward facing annular surface which will
engage a downward facing annular surface defined by
the casing collar, which may be referred to as an en-
larged diameter portion of the casing. Rotation of the
clamp once it is in the closed position causes the casing
to move longitudinally relative to the body, and causes
an initial compression of the seal disposed in the bore
of the body to increase. Preferably, a limit ring is provid-
ed for limiting the opening movement of the arcuate
clamp portions. A latch means can be provided for latch-
ing the locking clamp in its open or closed positions.
[0031] As will be more fully described herein, the plug
containers, manifolds and coupling devices of the
present invention may be used together in a number of
combinations. Plug containers, manifolds and coupling
devices of the present invention provide for a more com-
pact, manoeuvrable and readily assemblable cement-
ing head such that the installation of the cementing head
at a substantial height off the rig floor is less burden-
some and dangerous than with prior art cementing
heads.
[0032] In order that the invention may be more fully
understood, embodiments thereof will now be described
by way of illustration with reference to the accompany
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a partial section elevation view of a ce-
menting head of the present invention including a
plug container and a manifold.
FIG. 2 is a sectioned elevation view of an additional
embodiment of a manifold.
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FIG. 3 is a view from line 3-3 of FIG. 1 showing a
plunger and indicator assembly in a plug container.
FIG. 4 is a sectioned elevation view of a multiple
plug container.
FIGS. 5A and 5B show a sectioned elevation view
of cementing head including a plug container and a
coupling apparatus.
FIG. 6 is a section view taken 90° from the view of
FIG. 5B.
FIG. 7 is a front view of a locking clamp.
FIG. 8 is a rear view of a locking clamp.
FIG. 9 is a view looking upwardly at a locking clamp
in the closed position. The casing string is not
shown.
FIG. 10 is a view looking upwardly at a locking
clamp in the open position. The casing string is not
shown.
FIG. 11 is a section view of an additional embodi-
ment of a cementing head including a plug contain-
er and a coupler apparatus.

[0033] Referring to the figures and more particularly
to FIG. 1, a cementing head or cementing apparatus 10
of the present invention comprising a manifold 15 and
a plug container 20 is shown. The cementing head de-
scribed herein may include a multiple plug container 25
as shown in FIG. 4.
[0034] Manifold 15 comprises a first or upper dis-
charge tee 30 connected to a second or lower discharge
tee 35. First discharge tee 30 is connected to a first or
upper valve 40, and second discharge tee is connected
to a second or lower valve 42.
[0035] First tee 30 comprises a run 44 having a bore
or opening 45 and a cross or stem 46 having a bore or
opening 47 intersecting opening 45. Openings 48 are
defined at a first or upper end 50 and a second or lower
end 54 of first tee 30. Threads 52 are defined on the
outer surface of discharge tee 30 at upper end 50.
Threads 56 are defined on the outer surface of second
or lower end 54. Openings 48 may comprise upper
opening 58 and lower opening 60, and may be referred
to as fluid inlets or fluid outlets depending upon flow di-
rection. In the embodiment shown, the upper opening
58 has been plugged to prevent flow therethrough, and
lower opening 60 comprises a fluid inlet. Discharge tee
30 has a bevel 62 at the upper end 50 thereof and has
a seal groove 64 defined therein below bevel 62. A seal
65 is received in seal groove 64. A bevel 66 is defined
at the lower end 54 of discharge tee 30. A seal groove
68 having a seal 69 received therein is defined in dis-
charge tee 30 above bevel 66.
[0036] Stem 46 of upper discharge tee 30 has a stem
end 70 which in the embodiment shown comprises a flu-
id outlet 72. Stem 46 has a first outer diameter 74, a
second outer diameter 76 and a third outer diameter 78.
A shoulder 80 is defined by and extends between sec-
ond and third outer diameters 76 and 78. Bevel 82 is
defined at the end 70 of stem 46 and is adapted for a

typical hammer union connection. Thus, a sleeve 84 is
disposed about second outer diameter 76 of stem 46.
Sleeve 84 has a first end 86 and a second end 88 which
engages shoulder 80. Sleeve 84 has a first outer diam-
eter 90 and a second outer diameter 92. A shoulder 94
is defined by and extends between first and second out-
er diameters 90 and 92. A threaded nut 96 is disposed
about sleeve 84. Shoulder 98 is defined on nut 96 for
engaging shoulder 94 such that when nut 96 is thread-
edly connected to valve 40, stem 46 and valve 40 will
be pulled toward one another.
[0037] Upper discharge tee 30 is thus connected by
a hammer union 99 to valve 40 at an inlet 102 thereof.
Valve 40 further includes an outlet 104. Valve 40 may
have a cementing flow line 108 extending from both the
inlet and outlet sides 110 and 112 of the valve. Valve 40
is adapted to be connected to an upper fluid inlet of the
plug container 20 at hammer union connection 114.
[0038] Second discharge tee 35 comprises a run 122
having a bore 124 and a stem or cross 126 having a
bore 128 intersecting run bore 124. Upper and lower
openings 130 and 131 are defined at the first or upper
end 132 and second or lower ends 134 of run 122.
Threads 136 are defined on the outer surface of tee 35
at upper end 132 and threads 138 are defined at lower
end 134. In the embodiment shown, upper opening 130
comprises a fluid outlet 140 and lower opening 131 com-
prises a fluid inlet 142. A bevel 144 is defined at upper
end 132. A seal groove 146 having a seal 147 received
therein is defined in tee 35 below bevel 144. A bevel 148
is defined at lower end 134 of run 122 and a seal groove
150 having a seal 151 received therein is defined in tee
35 above bevel 148.
[0039] The configuration of stem 126 is like that de-
scribed with reference to first discharge tee 30. Thus,
stem 126 has first, second and third outer diameters
152, 153 and 154, with a shoulder 156 defined between
diameters 153 and 154. A sleeve 158 is disposed about
second outer diameter 153 and engages shoulder 156.
A nut 160 is disposed about sleeve 158 and is adapted
to threadedly engage valve 42. As noted, the connection
to valve 42 is a hammer union connection and may be
referred to as a hammer union 162. Thus, second tee
35 is connected to an inlet 164 of valve 42 at hammer
union 162.
[0040] Valve 42 also has an outlet 166 and may have
a flow line 168 extending from the inlet and outlet sides
170 and 172 thereof. Valve 42 is adapted to be connect-
ed to a lower fluid inlet of plug container 20 at hammer
union 174.
[0041] In the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, a plug 182
blocks upper opening 58 and is held in place by a nut
184 which engages threads 52, to prevent flow there-
through. Lower end 134 of discharge tee 35 is adapted
to receive a fluid supply line (not shown) which will sup-
ply fluid to manifold 15. Valves 40 and 42 can be manip-
ulated to selectively provide flow to the upper and lower
fluid inlets of plug container 20.
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[0042] A spacer 194 having an upper end 196, a lower
end 198 and an opening 197 therethrough may be dis-
posed between upper and lower discharge tees 30 and
35. In the embodiment of FIG. 1, thread 56 on upper
discharge tee 30 may be a left-hand thread while thread
136 on lower discharge tee 35 is a right-hand thread. A
closing nut 200, having an upper portion 202, a lower
portion 204, and an inner surface 206 engages threads
56 and threads 136. Upper portion 202 has a left-hand
thread 208 defined on inner surface 206 thereof. Lower
portion 204 has a right-hand thread 210 defined on inner
surface 206. Thus, rotation of closing nut 200 in a first
direction 212 will cause first and second tees 30 and 35
to close together and engage spacer 194 to create a
fluid-tight connection therebetween. Rotation in a sec-
ond direction 214 will cause first and second tees 30
and 35 to move away from one another and increase
the space therebetween, so that the manifold assembly
can be disassembled.
[0043] This is an improvement over prior art manifold
constructions in that it allows for a more compact man-
ifold. Prior art manifolds required separate nuts on both
the upper and lower discharge tees and had a long
changeover nipple therebetween. By providing for a
compact manifold, a more compact plug container, as
described herein, can be used.
[0044] If desired the lower end of the first discharge
tee and the upper end of the second discharge tee can
have threads of different pitches, rather than having left-
and right-hand threads. The corresponding closing nut
will likewise have threads of different pitches on the up-
per and lower portions thereof, such that after the clos-
ing nut has been completely threaded onto one tee, it
can be rotated to remove it therefrom. The threads on
the opposed tee will be defined such that when the clos-
ing nut is rotated to remove it from the tee on which it
has been engaged, the closing nut will thread onto the
opposed tee at a rate such that the space between the
two tees will close and tighten around the spacer.
[0045] In an additional embodiment of a manifold
shown in FIG. 2, a bushing is utilized to achieve the
same purpose. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, only
the connection between the upper and lower discharge
tees is shown. All other features are identical to that de-
scribed with respect to manifold 15. Thus, in FIG. 2, a
section of a manifold 220 is shown. Manifold 220 has a
first or upper discharge tee 222 and a second or lower
discharge tee 224. Second tee 224 is identical to second
discharge tee 35 as described above. First tee 222 is
likewise identical to first tee 30 except that threads 225
defined on the lower end of 226 of the run 228 are right-
hand threads 225. Thus, manifold 220 includes a bush-
ing 230 having an upper portion 231 which threadedly
engages threads 225 and a lower portion 233 disposed
about the spacer 194. Bushing 230 has a left-hand
thread 232 defined on an outer surface 235 thereof. A
closing nut 234 having a lower portion 236 and an upper
portion 238 threadedly engages bushing 230.

[0046] Upper portion 238 has left-hand threads 239
defined thereon to engage threads 232, and lower por-
tion 236 has right-hand threads 241 defined thereon to
engage threads 240 defined on an upper end of the run
242 of lower tee 224. Rotation of closing nut 230 in first
direction 212 will cause first and second tees 222 and
224 to be drawn together to close the space therebe-
tween and to tighten around spacer 194 thereby creat-
ing a fluid-tight connection. Rotation in second direction
214 will cause first and second tees 222 and 224 to dis-
engage and will increase the space therebetween so
that the manifold can be disassembled. If desired, the
outer thread on bushing 232 and the thread on the lower
tee can be directionally the same but have different
pitches.
[0047] In the embodiment of FIG. 1, manifold 15 is
shown connected to a single plug container 20. Manifold
10 may also be connected to a multiple plug container
25 as shown in FIG. 4. Plug container 20 comprises a
plug container body 250 and a container cap 252 which
threadedly engages container body 250 at an upper end
254 thereof. Container body 250 has a lower end 255
having threads 257 defined thereon for engaging a cas-
ing string therebelow. Cap 252 includes a cap member
256 having a cap lifting means 258 connected thereto.
Cap lifting means 258 may simply comprise lugs 259
having holes defined therethrough for receiving a con-
nection by which the plug container may be lifted.
[0048] Cap member 256 has an upper portion 260
having threads 262 defined on the outer surface thereof.
Upper portion 262 has a bevel 264 on an inner surface
thereof and has a seal groove 266 therebelow with a
seal 268 received therein. A plug 270 is disposed in the
upper end of cap 252 and is held in place by a threaded
nut 272 which engages threads 262.
[0049] Container body 250 is a generally cylindrical
member having outer surface 274 and inner surface
276. Inner surface 276 defines a central opening 277
having a longitudinal central axis 279. Central opening
277 comprises first bore 278 and second bore 280 with
a transition bevel 282 therebetween.
[0050] Outer surface 274 has threads 284 defined
thereon near the upper end of the container body for
engaging cap 252. A seal groove 286 is defined in outer
surface 274 above threads 284 and has a seal 288 dis-
posed therein for sealingly engaging cap 252.
[0051] As is known by those skilled in the art, plug
container caps are often removed to load a top plug after
the bottom plug has been released and cement has
been displaced down the casing. In such instances, the
well is on a vacuum and when the cap is removed, air
is pulled into the casing. Prior art plug containers have
a seal disposed in a groove seal defined in the cap.
When such a cap is removed, air can easily pull the O-
ring out of the groove and down into the casing. The
present arrangement prevents the seal 288 from being
moved by air flowing into the plug container. The cap
has an undercut in front of the internal thread which en-
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gages the threads on the body and lifts the internal
threads in the cap over the seal 288 on the body, pre-
venting the internal threads from contacting the seal and
possibly cutting it when the cap is made up.
[0052] A plurality of makeup lugs 292 are attached to
outer surface 270 of container body 250. Because the
plug container is often made up on the casing several
feet (metres) off the rig floor, it must be made up in the
casing by hand and tightened with the use of hand-held
chain tongs. The outer surface of the plug container is
typically a smooth machine finish and chain tongs fre-
quently slip, causing the loss of balance of the person
trying to make up the plug container. Makeup lugs 292
allow the use of an operating bar to make up the plug
container. This allows the plug container to be made up
more quickly and in a manner that is safer for the person
making up the plug container and for those on the rig
floor.
[0053] The embodiment of FIG. 1 shows a plug 296
disposed in container body 250. Plug 296 has an outer
diameter 298 smaller than the magnitude of bore diam-
eter 280 so that the plug will pass through container
body 250. Cap 252 has drill angle depressions 299 de-
fined therein to prevent a seal from forming between cap
252 and plug 296, so that the plug may be displaced
down the casing at the desired time.
[0054] Container 20 also includes a plunger assembly
300 and a plug release indicator assembly 302. Plunger
assembly 300 includes a plunger fitting 304 connected
to outer surface 274 of body 250 by welding or other
means. Plunger fitting 304 is connected at first end 306
to container body 250 and has a second end 308. Plung-
er fitting 304 also has a bore or opening 310 defined by
an inner surface 311. A bevel 312 is defined at second
end 308. A seal groove 314 is positioned adjacent bevel
312 and has a seal 315 received therein.
[0055] A plunger sleeve 316 is connected to plunger
fitting 304. Plunger sleeve 316 defines an opening 318
which includes a bore 319. A plunger pin 320 having a
closed end 322 is sealingly received in bore 319 of
sleeve 316, and extends into bore 278 of plug container
body 250. Plunger pin 320 is connected to a handle 324.
An indicator pin 326 is disposed in plunger pin 320.
[0056] The configuration described herein is similar to
prior art plunger assemblies, except that prior art plung-
er assemblies include a pipe or straight thread which
engages the plunger sleeve. In this case, the plunger
sleeve 316 is not threaded but instead has a intermedi-
ate head portion 328 between an outer portion 330 hav-
ing an outer diameter 331 and a inner portion 332 having
an outer diameter 333 sealingly received in bore 310 of
plunger fitting 304.
[0057] Intermediate portion 328 is configured such
that the connection between the plunger assembly and
the plug container body is a hammer union connection
which uses a wing nut 334 that engages threads 335 on
second end 308 of plunger fitting 304. Intermediate por-
tion 328 has first and second diameters 336 and 338

with a shoulder 337 defined thereby and extending ther-
ebetween which is engaged by nut 334. When wing nut
334 is threaded on threads 335, an end 340 of interme-
diate portion 328 is put into sealing engagement with
seal 315. This type of connection allows rapid removal
and makeup of the plug release plunger whereas in prior
art plungers which utilize pipe or straight thread connec-
tions and O-ring seals, the threads are often difficult and
time consuming to make up and can easily be cross-
threaded. Although the connection described herein is
preferred, any suitable plug release plunger assembly
may be utilized.
[0058] The indicator block assembly 302 comprises a
housing 350 having an indicator block plug 352 thread-
ed in the end thereof, An indicator pin 356 extends
through housing 350 and has indicator lever 358 con-
nected thereto. Indicator lever 358 extends into bore
278 of container body 250 through a slot 360. Housing
350 includes an internal cavity 362 which houses indi-
cator pin 356. Indicator block plug 354 has a large di-
ameter plug and has an O-ring seal which when re-
moved provides full access to the internal cavity 362 for
maintenance and cleaning. Prior art plug containers typ-
ically allow access through a small female pipe thread
in the housing.
[0059] The container body has a first or upper fluid
inlet 370 connected to the outer surface thereof. Inlet
370 defines bore 372 which intersects bore 278 of con-
tainer body 250. A second or lower fluid inlet 374 having
a bore 376 intersecting bore 278 of container body 250
is also included. First and second inlets 370 and 374
have first and second central axes 371 and 375 respec-
tively. Manifold 15 is connected to plug container 20 at
hammer unions 114 and 174 to upper and lower fluid
inlets 370 and 374. Thus, first valve 40 and second valve
42 are connected to and are in fluid communication with
upper and lower fluid inlets 370 and 372.
[0060] As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, first and second
fluid inlets 370 and 374 are oriented 90° to longitudinal
axis 279 and are substantially tangent to bore 278.
Thus, axes 371 and 375 are oriented 90° from longitu-
dinal central axis 279 and are offset therefrom. Fluid en-
tering bore 278 through lower inlet 374 will thus create
a flow vortex to pull plug 296 into the flow stream. Inlet
370 is positioned beneath the upper end of plug 298 so
that fluid entering bore 278 will be directed against the
side of plug 296 and will also create a flow vortex. This
insures that the plug will be displaced out of the plug
container. If the fluid port were located on the center line
of the plug container, fluid flow could force the plug
against the side of bore 278 causing it to enter the flow
stream later than desired. By locating the upper inlet be-
low the upper end of the plug, instead of above the plug,
a much shorter, lighter and more compact plug container
is provided which will accommodate and allow the use
of a more compact lightweight manifold.
[0061] When it is desired to drop plug 296, plunger
300 is actuated so that the end 322 thereof is removed
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from bore 278 of plug container body 250. The plug will
move indicator lever 358 as it passes therethrough. If
desired, cap 252 may be removed in a manner known
in the art and a top plug may be placed in the container
body and dropped at the desired time.
[0062] Because of the location and orientation of low-
er plug inlet 374, plug container 20 can be utilized as a
free-fall container, or with a manifold as depicted in FIG.
1. If used as a free-fall plug, upper inlet 370 is blocked,
and a fluid flow line is connected directly to lower inlet
374. When a manifold is used, flow is directed first to
lower inlet 374. Valves 40 and 42 are manipulated to
direct flow to upper valve 370 at the desired time to direct
the fluid on top of the plug (i.e., cement slurry on top of
a bottom plug and a displacing fluid on top of a top plug).
[0063] FIG. 4 shows a cementing head 380 compris-
ing a manifold 15 and a multiple plug container 25. Mul-
tiple plug container 25 contains all of the features as
those described with respect to single plug container 20.
Thus, container 25 includes a cap 252 and a container
body 384 having upper and lower inlets 386 and 388.
Inlets 386 and 388 are oriented like the upper and lower
inlets described with reference to plug container 20.
Container body 382 has a length sufficient to hold an
upper plug 390 and a lower plug 392. Container 25 in-
cludes two plunger assemblies 300, and a plug release
indicator assembly 302.
[0064] The multiple plug container 25 of the present
invention has the same number of fluid ports as plugs,
and thus has only two fluid ports whereas typically three
fluid ports are included in a multiple plug container.
Thus, the cementing head 380 includes a combination
free-fall/ manifold style plug container 382 which has on-
ly two fluid ports, one located beneath each plug and
has no port above the top plug. When utilizing the mul-
tiple compact plug container 382 in combination with
manifold 15, fluid is directed through lower valve 40 and
the lower plunger assembly 300 is retracted to allow
plug 390 to be displaced down the casing ahead of a
cement slurry. Lower valve 42 can then be closed and
upper valve 40 can be opened so that cement will be
flowing through upper inlet 386 on top of bottom plug
390. Once the proper amount of cement has been dis-
placed into the casing, the upper plunger may be retract-
ed from the bore of container body 384. The flow vortex
created by fluid entering container body 384 at upper
inlet 386 will pull plug 392 into the fluid stream. Plug 392
will be displaced down the casing string until it engages
plug 390. If desired, upper inlet 386 may be blocked,
and the plug container can be utilized solely as a free-
fall container rather than a combination free-fall/mani-
fold plug container.
[0065] Because the multiple plug container has only
two fluid inlets, and because the upper inlet is located
below the upper end of the bottom plug, the multiple plug
container of the present invention is more compact,
lightweight and maneuverable than prior art multiple
plug containers.

[0066] An additional embodiment of a cementing
head of the present invention is shown in FIGS. 5A and
5B. Cementing head 400 shown therein includes a plug
container 402 having a coupler device or apparatus 404
connected to a lower end 406 thereof. Plug container
402 is substantially identical to plug container 20 except,
rather than have an external thread for direct connection
to a casing collar, lower end 406 has an internal thread
408 which engages an external thread 409 defined on
a body 410 of coupling apparatus 404. Threads 409 are
defined on an outer surface 411 of body 410 at an upper
end 412 thereof. Outer surface 411 defines an outer di-
ameter 413.
[0067] Body 410 also includes a lower end 414 and a
longitudinal central opening 416 comprised of a first
bore 418, a second or intermediate bore 420, a third
bore 422 and a fourth bore 423. Outer surface 411 has
threads 415 defined thereon at lower end 414. Threads
415 have an outer diameter 417. Second bore 420 has
a diameter smaller than that of third bore 422. A shoul-
der 424 is defined by and extends between second and
third bores 420 and 422 and may be referred to as a
downward facing annular shoulder or annular surface
424.
[0068] As shown in FIG. 5B, the upper end 425 of a
casing string 426 is received in central opening 416.
Longitudinal flow passage 427 is communicated with
opening 416. A casing collar 428 having outer surface
430 defining an outer diameter 431 is disposed at the
upper end of casing 426. A lower end of casing collar
428 defines a downward facing annular surface, or an-
nular end surface 429. Casing 426 has an outer diam-
eter 432 defined by the outer surface 433 thereof. Outer
diameter 431 has a magnitude greater than that of outer
diameter 432 and thus extends radially outwardly there-
from. Casing 426 and collar 428 may be referred to as
a cylindrical member so that casing collar 428 may be
referred to as an enlarged diameter portion of the cylin-
drical member. An upward facing annular surface or an-
nular end surface 438 is defined by collar 428. A main
seal assembly 440 is sealingly disposed in third cylin-
drical bore 422 and seals against upper annular end sur-
face 438.
[0069] Main seal assembly 440 includes a main seal
441 and a hydraulically biased seal carrier 442. The seal
carrier 442 includes an annular carrier ring 444 having
an outer carrier seal 446 disposed in a groove 447 to
engage bore 422 of body 410. Carrier ring 444 has inner
surface 443 defining an opening 445. Main seal 441
comprises an annular resilient ring 448 having an L-
shaped cross section with a first leg 450 for sealingly
engaging bore 422 and a second leg 452 for sealingly
engaging annular end surface 438 of casing collar 428.
The L-shaped resilient ring 448 is received in a groove
454 defined by outer surface 455 of carrier ring 444. An
anti-extrusion ring 456 engages first and second legs
450 and 452, and bore 422 to prevent extrusion of the
resilient ring 448. Carrier ring 444 extends downward

13 14



EP 1 464 788 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

longitudinally beyond seal 441 and has a tapered outer
end surface 458 for centering carrier ring 444 relative to
the upper end of casing collar 428.
[0070] Coupler device 404 further includes a locking
clamp 460. Clamp 460 has internal threads 462 defined
on an inner surface 464 thereof for engaging external
threads 415 defined at lower end 414 of body 410.
Clamp 460 is comprised of first and second arcuate
clamp portions 466 and 468 each having threads 462
defined thereon. Each of first and second arcuate clamp
portions 446 and 468 are preferably integrally formed (i.
e., are of one-piece construction) and extend longitudi-
nally from body 410 to below downward facing annular
surface 429. Each of first and second arcuate clamp por-
tions 466 and 468 include a radially inwardly extending
lip 470 defining a bore 472. Lips 470 define an upward
facing shoulder 474 for engaging annular end surface
429 of casing collar 428.
[0071] First arcuate clamp portion 466 has a first end
480 and a second end 482. Second arcuate portion 468
has a first end 484 and a second end 486. A pair of hinge
pin sleeves 488 are connected to first arcuate portion
466 at the first end 480 thereof, and a pair of hinge pin
sleeves 490 are connected to second arcuate clamp
portion 468 at the first end 484 thereof. A hinge pin 492
is received through sleeves 488 and 490 thus hingedly,
or pivotally connecting arcuate clamp portions 466 and
468 to one another. Hinge pin 492 may have a nut 493
threadedly received on one end thereof.
[0072] Locking clamp 460 also has a latch means
494. Latch means 494 comprises an arcuate latch arm
496 which extends across the space between second
ends 482 and 486 of first and second arcuate clamp por-
tions 466 and 468, respectively. Latch means 494 fur-
ther includes a pair of latch pin sleeves 498 connected
to second arcuate clamp portion 468 at the second end
486 thereof. A latch pin 500 is received through latch
pin sleeves 498 and arcuate latch arm 496 to connect
latch arm 496 to second arcuate clamp portion 468.
Latch pin 500 may be held in place with a nut 501 thread-
ed thereto.
[0073] Latch means 494 allows locking clamp 460 to
be selectively latched in a closed position 502 and an
open position 504 as shown in FIGS. 9 and 10, respec-
tively. Arcuate latch arm 496 thus includes a closed latch
position hole 506 and an open latch position hole 508.
A pair of positioning sleeves 510 are connected to first
arcuate clamp portion 466 at the second end 482 there-
of. When locking clamp 460 is in closed position 502, a
quick release pin 512 is disposed through positioning
sleeves 510 and closed position hole 506. To selectively
latch locking clamp 460 in the open position, the quick
release pin is removed from closed position hole 506.
The locking clamp may be opened to open position 504
since first and second arcuate clamp portions 466 and
468 will pivot about hinge pin 492. Locking clamp 460
may be latched in open position 504 simply by disposing
quick release pin 512 through positioning sleeves 510

and open position hole 508.
[0074] Hammer lugs 514 may be welded, or otherwise
connected to each arcuate clamp portions 466 and 468.
Hammer lugs 514 may be used for opening, closing and
otherwise manipulating locking clamp 460.
[0075] A limit ring 520 is placed on body 410 above
locking clamp 460. Limit ring 520 has an internal thread
522 matching threads 415 on body 410 which allows lim-
it ring 520 to be assembled past threads 415. Thus, the
internal diameter 524 of thread 522 is such that the limit
ring will slide along the outer surface of body 410 above
threads 415.
[0076] Limit ring 520 has upper end 525 and lower
end 527 and has an outer surface 526 defining an outer
diameter 528. Limit ring 520 includes a lip or shoulder
530 which extends radially outwardly from outer diam-
eter 528. Lip 530 has an orienting hole 532 disposed
therethrough. As shown in FIG. 5B, hinge pin 492 is re-
ceived in orienting hole 532. Lip 530 has first and second
ends 534 and 536, and thus does not extend completely
around limit ring 520. The portion of limit ring 520 where
the lip is absent provides clearance for latch pin sleeves
498, latch pin 500, positioning sleeves 510 and quick
release pin 512.
[0077] A pair of studs or limit pins 538 are welded to
the lip 530. Studs 538 limit the radial movement of ar-
cuate clamp portions 466 and 468, and thus prevent
locking clamp 460 from opening too far and insure that
threads 462 on clamp 460 remain engaged with threads
415 on body 410. Thus, the outer surface of clamp 460
on both of arcuate portions 466 and 468 will engage limit
pins 538 before locking clamp 460 becomes disen-
gaged from body 410. If desired, a keeper chain 540
may be connected to quick release pin 512 and shoulder
530. A set screw 542 is disposed through limit ring 520
and engages body 410 to hold limit ring 520 in place.
[0078] Referring to FIGS. 5A and 5B, the assembly of
coupler apparatus 404 is apparent. Plug container 402
is threaded to body 410. Limit ring 520 and clamp 460
are threaded onto body 410. The cementing head 400
is then lowered over casing collar 428 so that it is re-
ceived within central opening 416 while locking clamp
460 is in its open position 504. Upper end 438 of casing
collar 428 will urge the seal assembly 440 upward and
will cause initial compression of main seal 441. Quick
release pin 512 is then removed from open hole 508,
and locking clamp 460 is moved to closed position 502.
Quick release pin 512 is inserted through positioning
sleeves 510 and closed position hole 506. Bore 472 of
radially inwardly extending lips 470 is closely received
about outer surface 432 of casing 426 when locking
clamp 460 is in closed position 502.
[0079] Rotation of clamp 460 on threads 415 will
cause casing 426 to move longitudinally relative to body
410. Thus, the initial compression of main seal 441 may
be adjusted by increasing the threaded connection be-
tween threads 462 on adjusting clamp 460 and threads
415 on body 410 which causes surface 472 to engage
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surface 429 on casing collar 428. Once the desired com-
pression is reached, set screw 542 is rotated to engage
body 410, and will prevent any movement of clamp 460.
Set screw 542 thus comprises a securing means for se-
curing the limit ring to the body and for preventing loos-
ening, or longitudinal movement of clamp 460. Addition-
al sealing will be provided once hydraulic pressure is
present within the casing due to hydraulic biasing of the
seal carrier 442.
[0080] An effective sealing diameter of second leg
452 against end surface 438 of casing collar 428 will be
somewhere in the mid portion of the annular area of en-
gagement. The effective sealing diameter is less than
the inner diameter of bore 422 so that hydraulic pressure
within body 410 will act across an annular differential
area of carrier ring 444 thus pushing carrier ring 444
downward and providing a hydraulic bias, biasing the
main seal 441 against upper end surface 438 of casing
collar 428.
[0081] Although the cementing head of embodiment
400 is shown with a single plug container, a multiple plug
container may also be connected to a coupling appara-
tus as described herein.
[0082] Furthermore, plug containers utilized with the
coupling device 404 described herein may be free-fall,
or may utilize a manifold.
[0083] Additionally, while the embodiment of FIGS.
5A and 5B show a modified square thread at the lower
end of the plug container, plug containers having a outer
male thread like that shown in FIGS. I and 2 can be uti-
lized. The body of the coupling apparatus can be adapt-
ed by internally threading the upper end thereof or by
use of an additional connector.
[0084] An additional embodiment of the cementing
head is shown in FIG. 11 and is designated by the nu-
meral 600. Cementing head 600 includes a plug con-
tainer 602 along with a coupling apparatus which com-
prises locking clamp 460 and a limit ring 520. The details
of the locking clamp and limit ring are as described
above. The only distinction between the embodiment
shown in FIG. 11 and that shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B is
that the body portion of the coupler apparatus is inte-
grally formed with plug container 602. The remaining de-
tails of the plug container and coupling apparatus are
as previously described herein.

Claims

1. A coupling apparatus (404) for connecting to a cas-
ing string (426), said casing string (426) having an
enlarged diameter portion (431) at an upper end
(425) thereof, said enlarged diameter portion (431)
defining a downward facing annular surface (429),
said coupling apparatus (404) comprising: a body
(410) having threads defined on an outer surface
thereof, said body (410) having an inner surface de-
fining a bore (416) therethrough; a seal assembly

(440) disposed in said bore (416) for sealing be-
tween said body (410) and an upper annular end
(425) surface of said casing (426); a locking clamp
(460) disposed about said body (410), said locking
clamp (460) preferably hinged along a full length
thereof and having a radially inwardly extending lip
(470) at a lower end thereof for engaging said down-
ward facing annular surface (429), said locking
clamp (460) preferably comprising an integral first
arcuate clamp portion (466) pivotally connected to
an integral second arcuate clamp portion (468),
wherein said integral first and second arcuate
clamp portions (466,468) threadedly engage said
body (410) and extend downwardly below said
downward facing annular surface (429), said first
and second clamp portions (466,468) being mova-
ble radially between an open position (504) wherein
said casing (426) can be received in said locking
clamp (460) and a closed position (504) wherein
said inwardly extending lip (470) closes around said
casing (426) below said downward facing annular
surface (429), said locking clamp (460) being
adapted to move said casing (426) longitudinally
relative to said body (410).

2. A coupling apparatus for connecting to a cylindrical
member having an enlarged diameter portion, the
coupling apparatus comprising: a body having an
inner and outer surface, the outer surface having
threads defined thereon, and the inner surface de-
fining a bore through the body; a seal assembly dis-
posed in the bore of the body for sealing between
the body and an upper end surface of the enlarged
diameter portion of the cylindrical member; a limit
ring disposed about the body, the limit ring having
internal threads; and a locking clamp disposed
about the body, the locking clamp comprising: a first
arcuate clamp portion, the first arcuate clamp por-
tion having an inner surface having threads defined
thereon, and the first arcuate clamp portion having
a radially inwardly extending lip at a lower end
thereof for engaging a lower end surface of the en-
larged diameter portion of the cylindrical member,
a second arcuate clamp portion, the second arcuate
clamp portion having an inner surface having
threads defined thereon, and the second arcuate
clamp portion having a radially inwardly extending
lip at a lower end thereof for engaging the lower end
surface of the enlarged diameter portion of the cy-
lindrical member; and a hinge pin for pivotally con-
necting the first arcuate clamp portion to the second
arcuate clamp portion; wherein, the internal threads
on the limit ring allow the limit ring to be assembled
past the threads on the body until the limit ring can
slide along the outer surface of the body, the first
and second arcuate clamp portions threadedly en-
gage the body below a lower end of the limit ring,
and the first and second arcuate clamp portions are
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movable radially between an open position in which
the cylindrical member can be received in the lock-
ing clamp and a closed position in which the radially
extending lips close around the cylindrical member
below the lower end surface of the enlarged diam-
eter portion of the cylindrical member.

3. A coupling apparatus according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein said locking clamp (460) threadedly engag-
es said body (410), so that rotation of said clamp
(460) in a first direction increases a compression of
a main seal (441) in said seal assembly, and rotation
in a second direction decreases said compression.

4. A coupling apparatus according to claim 1, 2 or 3,
wherein said enlarged diameter portion (431) com-
prises a casing collar (428).

5. A coupling apparatus according to any preceding
claim, wherein said body (410) extends downward
from a plug container (20).

6. A coupling apparatus according to any preceding
claim, wherein said body (410) is integrally formed
with said plug container (20).

7. A coupling apparatus according to claim 1, further
comprising a limit ring (520) disposed about said
body (410) adjacent an upper end of said locking
clamp (460), wherein said limit ring (520) limits the
radial movement of said locking clamp (460) and
preferably the first and second arcuate clamp por-
tions (466,468).

8. A coupling apparatus according to claim 7, wherein
the limit ring (520) includes securing means (540)
for securing said limit ring (520) to said body (410),
so that said limit ring prevents longitudinal move-
ment of said locking clamp (460) to maintain a de-
sired compression on said seal (441).

9. A coupling apparatus according to claim 2, 7 or 8,
wherein the locking clamp abuts the lower end of
the limit ring when the first and second arcuate
clamp portions are in the closed position.

10. A coupling apparatus according to claim 2 or 8,
wherein the securing means comprises a set screw.
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