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Description 

FIELD  OF  THE  INVENTION 

The  present  invention  relates  to  a  recording 
tape  cartridge,  and  more  particularly  to  an  improve- 
ment  of  a  tape  guide  piece  used  in  a  three  piece 
type  tape  cartridge  wherein  a  top  case  half,  a 
bottom  case  half  and  a  tape  guide  piece  are  sepa- 
rately  molded  and  they  are  assembled  together.  A 
tape  cartridge  of  this  kind  is  disclosed  in  EP-A-0 
151  210. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PRIOR  ART 

An  example  of  the  three  piece  type  tape  car- 
tridge  mentioned  above  is  shown  in  Fig.  1  to  Fig.  3, 
wherein  three  members  of  a  top  case  half  1a,  a 
bottom  case  half  1b  and  a  tape  guide  piece  10  are 
molded  separately.  The  tape  guide  piece  10  has  its 
one  side  (front  side)  formed  guide  ribs  16  facing  to 
a  recording  and  reproducing  head  insertion  window 
6  (referred  to  as  recording  head  insertion  window 
hereinafter)  and  guide  ribs  15  and  17  facing  to  an 
erasing  head  insertion  window  7  and  a  pinch  roller 
insertion  window  8  and  has  its  other  side  (rear 
side)  defined  concave  portions  30  on  both  left  and 
right  regions.  The  tape  guide  piece  10  is  molded 
as  a  separate  body  from  the  tap  and  bottom  case 
halves  1a  and  1b  in  order  to  enhance  abrasion 
proof  property  and  to  improve  the  accuracy  of  work 
of  the  respective  guide  ribs  15,  16  and  17. 

As  means  for  positioning  the  tape  guide  piece 
10  relative  to  the  top  and  bottom  case  halves  1a 
and  1  b,  there  are  provided  bosses  27  extending  in 
a  vertical  direction  between  the  guide  ribs  16  and 
17  with  standard  positioning  holes  12  defined  in  the 
respective  bosses  27  so  as  to  extend  in  the  vertical 
direction  and  a  central  hole  28  defined  in  the  top 
and  bottom  case  halves  1a  and  1b  between  the 
bosses  27,  thereby  causing  the  bosses  27  to  be 
inserted  in  installing  holes  29  which  are  situated  at 
positions  corresponding  to  the  conventional  posi- 
tioning  standard  holes  and  causing  the  central  hole 
28  to  be  fitted  with  a  screw  boss  22  projected  on 
the  top  and  bottom  case  halves  1a  and  1b,  so  that 
the  tape  guide  piece  10  is  regulated  in  terms  of 
position  in  the  front  and  rear  directions  and  left  and 
right  directions  in  the  cartridge. 

In  the  conventional  tape  guide  piece  10  men- 
tioned  above,  since  the  parts  of  the  tape  guide 
piece  10  thinned  by  the  concave  portions  30  lacks 
mechanical  strength,  a  reinforcing  rib  31  is  at- 
tached  only  at  the  lower  end  of  the  concave  portion 
30,  moreover  the  thinned  portions  are  reinforced  by 
the  bosses  27.  In  the  contrivance  of  attaching  the 
reinforcing  rib  31  only  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
concave  portion  30,  the  vertical  cross  sectional 

shape  of  the  tape  guide  piece  10  becomes  asym- 
metrical  in  connection  with  the  top  and  bottom 
direction  of  the  tape  guide  piece  10,  whereby  in 
molding  the  tape  guide  piece  10,  the  balance  of 

5  the  flow  of  the  molten  resin  is  harmed  and  there 
tend  to  occur  deformation,  curving,  bending  and 
torsion  due  to  the  shrinkage  of  the  molded  tape 
guide  piece  after  molding. 

w  SUMMARY  OF  THE  INVENTION 

An  essential  object  of  the  present  invention  is 
to  eliminate  the  drawbacks  being  inherent  in  the 
prior  art  tape  cartridge  mentioned  above  and  to 

75  provide  a  tape  cartridge  which  can  prevent  the 
deformation  such  as  bending  and  curving  of  the 
tape  guide  piece,  assuring  enough  mechanical 
strength  and  can  improve  the  accuracy  of  the  verti- 
cally  of  the  tape  guide  piece  so  as  to  obtain  an 

20  excellent  tape  running  property. 
In  order  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  present 

invention  mentioned  above,  the  tape  cartridge  is 
provided  with  a  tape  guide  piece  having  its  upper 
and  lower  edges  on  the  back  surface  provided  with 

25  parallel  upper  and  lower  ribs  forming  recessed 
portions  so  as  to  avoid  undesired  engagement  with 
the  tape  wound  on  the  hubs. 

In  the  arrangement  mentioned  above,  since  the 
cross  sectional  shape  of  the  tape  guide  piece  is 

30  symmetrical  by  the  parallel  ribs,  when  the  tape 
guide  piece  is  molded  the  flow  of  the  resin  can  be 
improved,  whereby  deformation  and  bending  or 
curving  of  the  tape  guide  piece  due  to  the  shrink- 
age  after  the  molding  can  be  suppressed.  In  addi- 

35  tion  by  providing  the  upper  and  lower  ribs  at  the 
upper  edge  and  lower  edge  of  the  tape  guide 
piece,  enough  mechanical  strength  can  be  assured 
without  specific  bosses  as  used  in  the  prior  art, 
therefore  it  becomes  possible  to  remove  the  mold 

40  in  the  direction  perpendicular  to  the  guide  ribs  on 
the  tape  guide  piece  when  molding,  whereby  the 
guide  ribs  can  be  molded  with  a  high  accuracy. 

BRIEF  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  DRAWINGS 
45 

Fig.  1  is  an  inside  plan  view  of  a  conventional 
tape  cartridge  with  partially  cut, 
Fig.  2  is  an  exploded  view  of  the  tape  cartridge 
shown  in  Fig.  1  , 

50  Fig.  3  is  a  cross  sectional  view  taken  along  the 
lines  G-G  in  Fig.  1  , 
Fig.  4  is  an  inside  plan  view  of  an  embodiment 
of  a  tape  cartridge  according  to  the  present 
invention  with  partially  cut, 

55  Fig.  5  is  an  exploded  view  of  the  tape  cartridge 
shown  in  Fig.  4, 
Fig.  6  is  an  enlarged  cross  sectional  view  show- 
ing  an  essential  portion  of  the  tape  cartridge 
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shown  in  Fig.  4, 
Fig.  7  is  a  cross  sectional  view  taken  along  the 
lines  IV-IV  in  Fig.  6, 
Fig.  8  is  a  cross  sectional  view  taken  along  the 
lines  V-V  in  Fig.  6, 
Fig.  9  is  a  perspective  view  showing  a  tape 
guide  piece  according  to  the  present  invention, 
Fig.  10  is  a  cross  sectional  view  taken  along  the 
lines  VII-VII  in  Fig.  6,  and 
Fig.  11  is  a  cross  sectional  view  showing  an- 
other  embodiment  of  a  tape  cartridge  according 
to  the  present  invention. 

DETAILED  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring  to  Fig.  4,  a  case  body  1  of  a  tape 
cartridge  is  formed  by  combining  a  top  case  half 
1a  and  bottom  case  half  1b  made  of  plastic  resin 
into  one  body  and  fastening  them  by  fitting  screws 
2  in  screw  bosses  22  at  several  positions.  In  the 
left  half  portion  and  right  half  portion  of  the  case 
body  1,  a  pair  of  hubs  4  for  winding  a  recording 
tape  3  are  rotatably  accommodated.  The  recording 
head  insertion  window  6  is  opened  on  a  front  wall  5 
of  the  case  body  1  at  the  central  portion  in  terms  of 
a  longitudinal  direction  or  left  and  right  direction  of 
the  case  body  1  ,  moreover  on  the  front  wall  5,  the 
erasing  head  insertion  windows  7  are  opened  at 
both  sides  of  the  recording  head  insertion  window 
6.  A  pair  of  tape  guide  rollers  9  are  rotatably 
disposed  at  the  left  and  right  hands  on  the  front 
portion  in  the  case  body  1  and  a  tape  guide  piece 
10  is  situated  between  the  tape  guide  rollers  9. 

The  recording  tape  3  is  adapted  to  be  drawn 
from  one  of  the  hubs  4  toward  the  front  of  the  case 
body  1  and  advances  along  a  tape  running  path 
between  the  guide  rollers  9  and  the  front  wall  5 
guided  by  the  tape  guide  piece  10  and  taken  up  by 
another  hub  4. 

Referring  to  Figs.  5  and  6,  the  tape  guide  piece 
10  is  molded  separately  from  the  top  case  half  1a 
and  bottom  case  half  1b  by  injection  molding.  The 
tape  guide  piece  10  comprises  a  plate  like  base 
plate  14  having  the  same  vertical  height  as  the 
inner  height  of  the  case  body  1  or  inner  height  of 
the  top  case  half  1a  and  bottom  case  half  1b,  a 
pair  of  first  guide  ribs  15  forming  a  pair  of  vertical 
walls  and  projected  in  a  symmetric  manner  towards 
the  front  direction  from  both  left  and  right  ends  of 
the  base  plate  14,  a  pair  of  second  guide  ribs  16 
projected  symmetrically  toward  the  front  direction 
from  the  central  portions  of  the  base  plate  14  and 
extending  in  a  vertical  direction  and  a  further  pair 
of  third  guide  ribs  17  projected  toward  the  front 
direction  from  the  base  plate  14  between  the  first 
guide  rib  15  and  second  guide  rib  16  in  a  symmet- 
rical  manner  with  their  wall  surfaces  formed  as  a 

vertical  walls. 
Moreover,  there  are  formed  concave  portions 

18  between  the  second  guide  ribs  16  and  the  third 
guide  ribs  17  on  the  front  surface  of  the  base  plate 

5  14  in  a  symmetrical  manner  with  respect  to  the 
longitudinal  direction  of  the  tape  guide  piece  10  so 
as  to  avoid  overlapping  with  the  standard  position- 
ing  holes  12.  As  shown  in  Fig.  6,  each  of  the 
concave  portions  18  is  defined  by  a  flat  inner 

io  bottom  wall  18a  and  side  walls  18b  formed  so  as  to 
expand  stepwise  in  the  right  and  left  directions 
from  both  sides  of  the  flat  inner  bottom  wall  18a. 
As  shown  in  Figs.  9  and  10,  there  are  formed 
parallel  upper  and  lower  ribs  25  at  the  upper  end 

is  and  lower  edges  of  the  back  surface  of  the  base 
plate  14  corresponding  to  the  first  guide  ribs  15 
and  second  guide  ribs  16  and  concave  portions  26 
are  formed  between  the  upper  and  lower  ribs  25  in 
the  base  plate  14  so  as  to  prevent  the  recording 

20  tape  3  wound  on  the  hubs  4  from  being  contacted 
with  the  base  plate  1  4. 

Referring  to  Figs.  4  and  5,  there  are  formed  in 
the  inner  surface  of  the  top  case  half  1a  and 
bottom  case  half  1b,  capstan  insertion  windows  11 

25  facing  to  the  erasing  head  insertion  windows  7  and 
pinch  roller  insertion  windows  8,  moreover,  there 
are  formed  standard  positioning  holes  12  at  the 
position  between  the  recording  head  insertion  win- 
dow  6  and  the  erasing  head  insertion  window  7  and 

30  at  the  position  between  the  recording  head  inser- 
tion  window  6  and  pinch  roller  insertion  window  8 
for  receiving  a  positioning  pin  of  a  recording  and 
reproducing  device. 

From  the  inner  surfaces  of  the  top  and  bottom 
35  case  halves  1a  and  1b,  projections  13  are  projec- 

ted  at  the  peripheral  edge  portions  of  the  standard 
positioning  holes  12  so  as  to  surround  the  standard 
positioning  holes  12.  As  shown  in  Figs.  6  and  7, 
each  of  the  projections  13  comprises  a  flat  back 

40  wall  13a  which  meets  with  the  flat  bottom  wall  18a 
of  the  concave  portion  18  of  the  tape  guide  piece 
10  and  both  side  walls  13b  which  are  formed 
stepwise  so  as  to  meet  with  the  stepped  side  walls 
18b  of  the  concave  portion  18. 

45  There  are  provided  further  projections  24  hav- 
ing  piece  receiving  walls  21  ,  at  positions  nearer  to 
the  tape  guide  rollers  9  on  the  inner  parts  from  the 
erasing  head  insertion  windows  7  and  pinch  roller 
insertion  windows  8  in  the  inside  of  the  top  and 

50  bottom  case  halves  1a  and  1b,  in  other  words  at 
positions  back  to  and  both  outer  sides  from  the 
projections  13.  The  distance  between  the  back 
surface  13a  of  the  projection  13  and  the  piece 
receiving  wall  21  is  set  substantially  equal  to  the 

55  thickness  between  the  bottom  wall  18a  and  back 
surface  18c  of  the  base  plate  14  at  the  portion 
corresponding  to  the  concave  portion  18. 
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Moreover,  there  is  formed  in  the  bottom  case 
half  1b  a  slanted  wall  23  which  frontwardly  rises 
and  is  directed  backward  at  position  in  front  of  the 
piece  receiving  wall  21  and  there  is  formed  in  the 
top  case  half  1a  a  further  slanted  wall  23  which 
frontwardly  downs  and  is  directed  backward  at  po- 
sition  in  front  of  the  piece  receiving  wall  21.  The 
distance  between  the  slanted  walls  23  and  front 
wall  5  is  a  predetermined  value  desired  to  provide 
the  tape  advancing  path. 

When  the  tape  guide  piece  10  is  mounted  in 
the  case  body  1  ,  the  lower  end  portion  of  the  tape 
guide  piece  10  is  fitted  in  the  space  between  the 
projections  13  and  the  piece  receiving  walls  21  of 
the  bottom  case  half  1b  and  the  concave  portions 
18  of  the  base  plate  14  are  engaged  with  the 
projections  13,  causing  both  right  and  left  side 
ends  of  the  back  surface  of  the  base  plate  14  of 
the  tape  guide  piece  10  to  be  contacted  with  the 
piece  receiving  walls  21  .  Moreover,  the  lower  ends 
of  the  front  surfaces  15a  of  the  first  guide  ribs  15 
are  contacted  with  the  slanted  walls  23.  Under  such 
a  condition,  as  shown  in  Figs.  6  and  8,  the  inner 
bottom  walls  18a  of  the  concave  portions  18  con- 
tact  with  the  back  surfaces  13a  of  the  projections 
18  so  that  the  position  of  the  tape  guide  piece  10  is 
regulated  in  terms  of  the  front  direction  A  and  the 
side  walls  18b  of  the  concave  portions  18  contact 
with  the  side  walls  13b  of  the  projections  13  so  that 
the  position  of  the  tape  guide  piece  10  in  terms  of 
right  and  left  directions  C  is  regulated.  The  regula- 
tion  of  the  position  of  the  tape  guide  piece  10  in 
the  backward  direction  B  is  performed  by  contact- 
ing  the  back  and  right  and  left  side  ends  of  the 
tape  guide  piece  10  with  the  piece  receiving  walls 
21  as  shown  in  Figs.  6  and  7.  The  front  surfaces 
15a  of  the  first  guide  ribs  15  contact  with  the 
slanted  walls  23,  whereby  the  position  of  the  first 
guide  ribs  15  is  regulated  in  terms  of  the  front 
direction  A.  The  regulation  of  the  position  of  the 
tape  guide  piece  10  in  the  vertical  direction  is 
made  by  clamping  the  tape  guide  piece  10  be- 
tween  the  top  case  half  1  a  and  bottom  case  half  1  b 
assembled  together  by  fastening  the  screws  2  into 
the  screw  bosses  22  as  shown  in  Figs.  7  and  8. 
When  the  top  case  half  1  a  and  bottom  case  half  1  b 
are  assembled,  the  top  end  portion  of  the  tape 
guide  piece  10  is  fitted  in  the  space  between  the 
projections  13  in  the  top  case  1a  and  the  piece 
receiving  walls  21  and  the  top  ends  of  the  front 
surfaces  15a  of  the  first  guide  ribs  15  engage  with 
the  slanted  walls  23  of  the  top  case  half  1a. 

It  may  be  made  to  extend  the  part  13C  of  the 
projection  13  so  that  when  the  tape  guide  piece  10 
is  temporarily  assembled  with  the  bottom  case  half 
1b,  the  extended  projection  13C  can  engage  with 
the  screw  boss  22  to  prevent  the  tape  guide  piece 
10  from  falling. 

In  place  of  the  trapezoidal  shape  in  the  cross 
section  of  the  concave  portion  26  in  the  back 
portion  of  the  ribs  25  as  shown  in  Fig.  6,  there  may 
be  used  various  shape  such  as  arcuated  shape  as 

5  shown  in  Fig.  11  or  the  like. 
It  is  noted  that  by  providing  the  upper  and 

lower  ribs  25  at  the  upper  edge  and  lower  edge  of 
the  tape  guide  piece  on  both  sides  of  the  concave 
portion  26,  enough  mechanical  strength  can  be 

io  assured  without  specific  bosses  27  as  used  in  the 
prior  art,  therefore  it  becomes  possible  to  remove 
the  mold  in  the  direction  E  (see  Fig.  10)  per- 
pendicular  to  the  elongated  direction  guide  ribs  15, 
16  and  17  that  is  in  the  front  direction,  when 

is  molding  the  tape  guide  piece  10,  whereby  the 
guide  ribs  15,  16  and  17  can  be  molded  with  a 
high  accuracy  without  effecting  any  draft.. 

As  mentioned  above,  according  to  the  present 
invention,  on  the  back  surface  of  the  tape  guide 

20  piece  on  which  the  concave  is  formed  to  avoid 
undesired  engagement  with  the  recording  tape 
wound  on  the  hub,  there  is  formed  the  upper  and 
lower  ribs  25  on  the  back  surface  of  the  tape  guide 
piece  10  so  as  to  extend  in  parallel  along  the 

25  longitudinal  direction  or  left  and  right  directions  of 
the  tape  guide  piece,  it  is  possible  to  prevent 
deformation  of  the  tape  guide  piece  by  a  simple 
manner,  whereby  the  mechanical  strength  can  be 
increased  and  the  verticality  of  the  guide  ribs  15, 

30  16  and  17  can  be  improved,  resulting  in  improving 
the  tape  advance  property. 

Claims 

35  1.  A  tape  cartridge  comprising: 
a  top  case  half  (1a); 
a  bottom  case  half  (1  b); 
a  recording  tape  (3)  wound  on  hubs  (4) 

rotatably  disposed  in  the  chamber  formed  by 
40  the  top  case  half  and  bottom  case  half  and 

a  tape  guide  piece  (10)  molded  separately 
from  the  top  case  half  and  bottom  case  half 
and  installed  at  position  in  front  of  the  hubs  in 
the  top  case  half  and  bottom  case  half, 

45  said  tape  guide  piece  having  vertical  guide 
ribs  (15,  16,  17)  on  its  front  surface  and 
wherein  its  back  surface  is  so  shaped  as  to 
avoid  engagement  with  the  recording  tape 
when  fully  wound  on  one  of  the  hubs;  charac- 

50  terised  in  that  the  back  surface  of  the  tape 
guide  has  horizontal  ribs  (25)  formed  at  the 
upper  and  lower  edge  portions  thereof  and  a 
recess  (26)  defined  between  the  horizontal 
ribs. 

55 
Patentanspruche 

1.  Bandkassette  mit: 
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-  einer  oberen  Gehausehalfte  (1a); 
-  einer  unteren  Gehausehalfte  (1b); 
-  einem  Aufzeichnungsband  (3),  das  auf 

Haben  (4)  aufgewickelt  ist,  die  drehbar  in 
der  von  der  oberen  Gehausehalfte  und  5 
der  unteren  Gehausehalfte  gebildeten 
Kammer  angeordnet  sind,  und 

-  einem  Bandfuhrungsteil  (10),  das  separat 
von  der  oberen  Gehausehalfte  und  der 
unteren  Gehausehalfte  geformt  ist  und  in  10 
einer  Position  vor  den  Naben  in  der  obe- 
ren  Gehausehalfte  und  der  unteren  Ge- 
hausehalfte  installiert  ist, 

-  wobei  das  Bandfuhrungsteil  an  seiner 
Vorderflache  vertikale  Fuhrungsstege  is 
(15,  16,  17)  aufweist  und  wobei  seine 
hintere  Flache  derart  geformt  ist,  dal3  ein 
Angreifen  an  dem  Aufzeichnungsband 
vermieden  wird,  wenn  dieses  vollstandig 
auf  einer  der  Naben  aufgewickelt  ist;  20 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  die  hintere 
Flache  der  Bandfuhrung  horizontale  Ste- 
ge  (25),  die  an  ihren  oberen  und  unteren 
Randbereichen  ausgebildet  sind,  und 
eine  zwischen  den  horizontalen  Stegen  25 
ausgebildete  Ausnehmung  (26)  aufweist. 

Revendicatlons 

1.  Cassette  de  bande  comprenant  :  30 
une  moitie  superieure  (1a)  de  boltier, 
une  moitie  inferieure  (1b)  de  boltier, 
une  bande  d'enregistrement  (3)  bobinee 

sur  des  moyeux  (4)  disposes  a  rotation  dans  la 
chambre  formee  par  la  moitie  superieure  de  35 
boltier  et  la  moitie  inferieure  de  boltier  et 

une  piece  de  guidage  de  bande  (10)  mou- 
lee  separement  de  la  moitie  superieure  de 
boltier  et  de  la  moitie  inferieure  de  boltier  et 
occupant  une  position  devant  les  moyeux  dans  40 
la  moitie  superieure  de  boltier  et  la  moitie 
inferieure  de  boltier, 

ladite  piece  de  guidage  de  bande  compor- 
tant  des  nervures  de  guidage  verticales  (15, 
16,  17)  sur  sa  surface  frontale  et  comportant  45 
une  surface  dorsale  dont  la  forme  est  destinee 
a  eviter  un  contact  avec  la  bande  d'enregistre- 
ment  lorsqu'elle  est  totalement  bobinee  sur 
I'un  des  moyeux, 

caracterisee  en  ce  que  la  surface  dorsale  so 
de  la  piece  de  guidage  de  bande  comporte 
des  nervures  horizontales  (25)  formees  sur  les 
parties  de  bordure  superieures  et  inferieures 
de  celle-ci  et  un  evidement  (26)  defini  entre  les 
nervures  horizontales.  55 
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