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Description

INTRODUCTION

[0001] Aspects of this disclosure relate generally to tel-
ecommunications, and more particularly to operations on
a shared communication medium and the like.
[0002] Wireless communication systems are widely
deployed to provide various types of communication con-
tent, such as voice, data, multimedia, and so on. Typical
wireless communication systems are multiple-access
systems capable of supporting communication with mul-
tiple users by sharing available system resources (e.g.,
bandwidth, transmit power, etc.). Examples of such mul-
tiple-access systems include Code Division Multiple Ac-
cess (CDMA) systems, Time Division Multiple Access
(TDMA) systems, Frequency Division Multiple Access
(FDMA) systems, Orthogonal Frequency Division Multi-
ple Access (OFDMA) systems, and others. These sys-
tems are often deployed in conformity with specifications
such as Long Term Evolution (LTE) provided by the Third
Generation Partnership Project (3GPP), Ultra Mobile
Broadband (UMB) and Evolution Data Optimized (EV-
DO) provided by the Third Generation Partnership
Project 2 (3GPP2), 802.11 provided by the Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), etc.
[0003] In cellular networks, "macro cell" access points
provide connectivity and coverage to a large number of
users over a certain geographical area. A macro network
deployment is carefully planned, designed, and imple-
mented to offer good coverage over the geographical
region. To improve indoor or other specific geographic
coverage, such as for residential homes and office build-
ings, additional "small cell," typically low-power access
points have recently begun to be deployed to supplement
conventional macro networks. Small cell access points
may also provide incremental capacity growth, richer us-
er experience, and so on.
[0004] Small cell LTE operations, for example, have
been extended into the unlicensed frequency spectrum
such as the Unlicensed National Information Infrastruc-
ture (U-NII) band used by Wireless Local Area Network
(WLAN) technologies. This extension of small cell LTE
operation is designed to increase spectral efficiency and
hence capacity of the LTE system. However, it may also
encroach on the operations of other Radio Access Tech-
nologies (RATs) that typically utilize the same unlicensed
bands, most notably IEEE 802.11x WLAN technologies
generally referred to as "Wi-Fi."
[0005] US 2015/098397 A1 describes techniques for
wireless communications utilizing multiple clear channel
assessment (CCA) procedures for access to a radio fre-
quency spectrum band. A first CCA procedure is per-
formed to determine availability of the radio frequency
spectrum band and to contend for use of the radio fre-
quency spectrum band among a number of coordinated
operators transmitting on the radio frequency spectrum
band. A successful first CCA procedure results in winning

the contention for the radio frequency spectrum band for
a transmission period that is coordinated among the
number of coordinated operators. Upon the successful
first CCA procedure, a second CCA procedure is per-
formed during a discontinuous transmission (DTX) peri-
od in the transmission period to determine continued
availability of the radio frequency spectrum band. The
timing of the DTX periods is determined based on timing
of radio transmissions having priority use of the radio
frequency spectrum band.
[0006] WO 2010/104977 A1 describes systems and
methodologies that facilitate optimizing parameters for
random access in a wireless communication environ-
ment. A network manager can select centrally optimized
parameters for random access that mitigate interference
among RACH attempts and/or mitigate uplink interfer-
ence due to RACH in a SON. Moreover, a base station
can select locally optimized parameters for random ac-
cess that mitigate a number of access attempts, mitigate
interference among RACH attempts, and/or mitigate up-
link interference due to RACH. The centrally optimized
parameters can include PRACH configurations, root se-
quence parameters, ranges for one or more MAC param-
eters (e.g., initial transmit power, power ramp step, max-
imum number of preamble transmissions, contention res-
olution timer,...), and so forth. Further, the locally opti-
mized parameters can include sequence length, one or
more MAC parameters (e.g., initial received target power
of the random access preamble, power ramp step, con-
tention resolution timer, maximum number of preamble
transmissions,...), etc.
[0007] US 2011/058493 A1 relates to wireless com-
munications, and more particularly to bandwidth man-
agement in wireless communications. Embodiments
herein focus on multiplexing bandwidth requests on a
common random access channel, specifically on conten-
tion resolution protocols for a common random access
channel. Embodiments herein propose a differentiated
back-off timer scheme to address the problems of QoS
insensitivity and delay inequity, a set of back-off param-
eters to implement this scheme and a method of imple-
menting existing well-known back-off strategies within
this scheme’s framework.

SUMMARY

[0008] The invention is defined by the independent
claims. The following summary is an overview provided
solely to aid in the description of various aspects of the
disclosure and is provided solely for illustration of the
aspects and not limitation thereof.
[0009] In one example, a communication method is
disclosed. The method may include, for example, con-
tending for access to a communication medium for a se-
ries of subframes associated with a Time Division Du-
plexing (TDD) frame structure; transmitting on the com-
munication medium during a first portion of the series of
subframes; refraining from transmitting on the commu-
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nication medium during a second portion of the series of
subframes; adjusting one or more uplink transmission
parameters associated with a triggering condition for in-
voking a contention timer; re-contending for access to
the communication medium for a third portion of the se-
ries of subframes based on the contention timer; and
transmitting on the communication medium during the
third portion of the series of subframes.
[0010] In another example, a communication appara-
tus is disclosed. The apparatus may include, for example,
at least one transceiver, at least one processor, and at
least one memory coupled to the at least one processor.
The at least one processor and the at least one memory
may be configured to contend for access to a communi-
cation medium for a series of subframes associated with
a TDD frame structure. The at least one transceiver may
be configured to transmit on the communication medium
during a first portion of the series of subframes and to
refrain from transmitting on the communication medium
during a second portion of the series of subframes. The
at least one processor and the at least one memory may
be further configured to adjust one or more uplink trans-
mission parameters associated with a triggering condi-
tion for invoking a contention timer and to re-contend for
access to the communication medium for a third portion
of the series of subframes based on the contention timer.
The at least one transceiver may be further configured
to transmit on the communication medium during the third
portion of the series of subframes.
[0011] In another example, another communication
apparatus is disclosed. The apparatus may include, for
example, means for contending for access to a commu-
nication medium for a series of subframes associated
with a TDD frame structure; means for transmitting on
the communication medium during a first portion of the
series of subframes; means for refraining from transmit-
ting on the communication medium during a second por-
tion of the series of subframes; means for adjusting one
or more uplink transmission parameters associated with
a triggering condition for invoking a contention timer;
means for re-contending for access to the communica-
tion medium for a third portion of the series of subframes
based on the contention timer; and means for transmit-
ting on the communication medium during the third por-
tion of the series of subframes.
[0012] In another example, a transitory or non-transi-
tory computer-readable medium is disclosed. The com-
puter-readable medium may include, for example, code
for contending for access to a communication medium
for a series of subframes associated with a TDD frame
structure; code for transmitting on the communication
medium during a first portion of the series of subframes;
code for refraining from transmitting on the communica-
tion medium during a second portion of the series of sub-
frames; code for adjusting one or more uplink transmis-
sion parameters associated with a triggering condition
for invoking a contention timer; code for re-contending
for access to the communication medium for a third por-

tion of the series of subframes based on the contention
timer; and code for transmitting on the communication
medium during the third portion of the series of sub-
frames.
[0013] In another example, another communication
method is disclosed. The method may include, for exam-
ple, contending for access to a communication medium
for a series of subframes associated with a TDD frame
structure; transmitting on the communication medium
during a first portion of the series of subframes; refraining
from transmitting on the communication medium during
a second portion of the series of subframes; muting trans-
mission on the communication medium during one or
more symbol periods designated for transmission during
the series of subframes; re-contending, during the one
or more symbol periods, for access to the communication
medium for a third portion of the series of subframes; and
transmitting on the communication medium during the
third portion of the series of subframes.
[0014] In another example, a communication appara-
tus is disclosed. The apparatus may include, for example,
at least one transceiver, at least one processor, and at
least one memory coupled to the at least one processor.
The at least one processor and the at least one memory
may be configured to contend for access to a communi-
cation medium for a series of subframes associated with
a TDD frame structure. The at least one transceiver may
be configured to transmit on the communication medium
during a first portion of the series of subframes and to
refrain from transmitting on the communication medium
during a second portion of the series of subframes. The
at least one processor and the at least one memory may
be further configured to mute transmission on the com-
munication medium during one or more symbol periods
designated for transmission during the series of sub-
frames and to re-contend, during the one or more symbol
periods, for access to the communication medium for a
third portion of the series of subframes. The at least one
transceiver may be further configured to transmit on the
communication medium during the third portion of the
series of subframes.
[0015] In another example, another communication
apparatus is disclosed. The apparatus may include, for
example, means for contending for access to a commu-
nication medium for a series of subframes associated
with a TDD frame structure; means for transmitting on
the communication medium during a first portion of the
series of subframes; means for refraining from transmit-
ting on the communication medium during a second por-
tion of the series of subframes; means for muting trans-
mission on the communication medium during one or
more symbol periods designated for transmission during
the series of subframes; means for re-contending, during
the one or more symbol periods, for access to the com-
munication medium for a third portion of the series of
subframes; and means for transmitting on the communi-
cation medium during the third portion of the series of
subframes.
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[0016] In another example, another transitory or non-
transitory computer-readable medium is disclosed. The
computer-readable medium may include, for example,
code for contending for access to a communication me-
dium for a series of subframes associated with a TDD
frame structure; code for transmitting on the communi-
cation medium during a first portion of the series of sub-
frames; code for refraining from transmitting on the com-
munication medium during a second portion of the series
of subframes; code for muting transmission on the com-
munication medium during one or more symbol periods
designated for transmission during the series of sub-
frames; code for re-contending, during the one or more
symbol periods, for access to the communication medi-
um for a third portion of the series of subframes; and
code for transmitting on the communication medium dur-
ing the third portion of the series of subframes.
[0017] In another example, another communication
method is disclosed. The method may include, for exam-
ple, contending for access to a communication medium
for a series of subframes associated with a TDD frame
structure; transmitting on the communication medium
during a first portion of the series of subframes; refraining
from transmitting on the communication medium during
a second portion of the series of subframes; configuring
a timing advance of the second portion of the series of
subframes to create a re-contention gap between the
second portion of the series of subframes and a third
portion of the series of subframes; re-contending, during
the re-contention gap, for access to the communication
medium for the third portion of the series of subframes;
and transmitting on the communication medium during
the third portion of the series of subframes.
[0018] In another example, another communication
apparatus is disclosed. The apparatus may include, for
example, at least one transceiver, at least one processor,
and at least one memory coupled to the at least one proc-
essor. The at least one processor and the at least one
memory may be configured to contend for access to a
communication medium for a series of subframes asso-
ciated with a TDD frame structure. The at least one trans-
ceiver may be configured to transmit on the communica-
tion medium during a first portion of the series of sub-
frames and to refrain from transmitting on the communi-
cation medium during a second portion of the series of
subframes. The at least one processor and the at least
one memory may be further configured to configure a
timing advance of the second portion of the series of sub-
frames to create a re-contention gap between the second
portion of the series of subframes and a third portion of
the series of subframes and re-contend, during the re-
contention gap, for access to the communication medium
for the third portion of the series of subframes. The at
least one transceiver may be further configured to trans-
mit on the communication medium during the third portion
of the series of subframes.
[0019] In another example, another communication
apparatus is disclosed. The apparatus may include, for

example, means for contending for access to a commu-
nication medium for a series of subframes associated
with a TDD frame structure; means for transmitting on
the communication medium during a first portion of the
series of subframes; means for refraining from transmit-
ting on the communication medium during a second por-
tion of the series of subframes; means for configuring a
timing advance of the second portion of the series of sub-
frames to create a re-contention gap between the second
portion of the series of subframes and a third portion of
the series of subframes; means for re-contending, during
the re-contention gap, for access to the communication
medium for the third portion of the series of subframes;
and means for transmitting on the communication medi-
um during the third portion of the series of subframes.
[0020] In another example, another transitory or non-
transitory computer-readable medium is disclosed. The
computer-readable medium may include, for example,
code for contending for access to a communication me-
dium for a series of subframes associated with a TDD
frame structure; code for transmitting on the communi-
cation medium during a first portion of the series of sub-
frames; code for refraining from transmitting on the com-
munication medium during a second portion of the series
of subframes; code for configuring a timing advance of
the second portion of the series of subframes to create
a re-contention gap between the second portion of the
series of subframes and a third portion of the series of
subframes; code for re-contending, during the re-conten-
tion gap, for access to the communication medium for
the third portion of the series of subframes; and code for
transmitting on the communication medium during the
third portion of the series of subframes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0021] The accompanying drawings are presented to
aid in the description of various aspects of the disclosure
and are provided solely for illustration of the aspects and
not limitation thereof.

FIG. 1 is a system-level diagram illustrating an ex-
ample wireless network environment.
FIG. 2 illustrates an example virtual Time Division
Duplexing (TDD) frame structure.
FIG. 3 is a system-level diagram illustrating an uplink
transmission control scheme for facilitating commu-
nication medium re-contention.
FIG. 4 illustrates an example of uplink transmission
parameter adjustment in accordance with the TDD
frame structure of FIG. 2.
FIG. 5 illustrates another example of uplink trans-
mission parameter adjustment in accordance with
the TDD frame structure of FIG. 2.
FIG. 6 illustrates another example of uplink trans-
mission parameter adjustment in accordance with
the TDD frame structure of FIG. 2.
FIG. 7 is a resource map diagram illustrating an ex-
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ample physical channel muting scheme for facilitat-
ing communication medium re-contention.
FIG. 8 illustrates an example of physical channel
muting in the uplink direction in accordance with the
TDD frame structure of FIG. 2.
FIG. 9 illustrates an example of physical channel
muting in the downlink direction in accordance with
the TDD frame structure of FIG. 2.
FIG. 10 illustrates an example of a timing advance
scheme for facilitating communication medium re-
contention.
FIG. 11 illustrates another example of a timing ad-
vance scheme for facilitating communication medi-
um re-contention.
FIG. 12 is a flow diagram illustrating an example
method of communication in accordance with the
techniques described herein.
FIG. 13 is a flow diagram illustrating another example
method of communication in accordance with the
techniques described herein.
FIG. 14 is a flow diagram illustrating another example
method of communication in accordance with the
techniques described herein.
FIG. 15 is a device-level diagram illustrating example
components of an access point and an access ter-
minal in more detail.
FIG. 16 illustrates an example apparatus represent-
ed as a series of interrelated functional modules.
FIG. 17 illustrates an example apparatus represent-
ed as a series of interrelated functional modules.
FIG. 18 illustrates an example apparatus represent-
ed as a series of interrelated functional modules.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0022] The present disclosure relates generally to co-
existence techniques between Radio Access Technolo-
gies (RATs) operating on a shared communication me-
dium subject to contention. For deployments in which
contiguous occupation of the communication medium is
required, re-contention may be performed to re-access
the communication medium for a period of downlink sub-
frames following a period of uplink subframes. In some
designs, re-contention may be facilitated by an uplink
transmission control scheme in which uplink transmis-
sion parameters dictating, for example, transmission
power, multi-user scheduling, or sub-band scheduling,
may be adjusted to prevent or at least reduce the likeli-
hood that uplink transmission will trigger a contention tim-
er. In addition or as an alternative, transmission may be
scheduled during one or more symbol periods of an uplink
or downlink subframe while refraining from configuring
transmission during those symbol periods in order to pro-
vide an opportunity for re-contention. In addition or as an
alternative, a timing advance may be configured for the
period of uplink subframes to create a re-contention gap
prior to the period of downlink subframes in order to pro-
vide another opportunity for re-contention.

[0023] More specific aspects of the disclosure are pro-
vided in the following description and related drawings
directed to various examples provided for illustration pur-
poses. Alternate aspects may be devised without depart-
ing from the scope of the disclosure. Additionally, well-
known aspects of the disclosure may not be described
in detail or may be omitted so as not to obscure more
relevant details.
[0024] Those of skill in the art will appreciate that the
information and signals described below may be repre-
sented using any of a variety of different technologies
and techniques. For example, data, instructions, com-
mands, information, signals, bits, symbols, and chips that
may be referenced throughout the description below may
be represented by voltages, currents, electromagnetic
waves, magnetic fields or particles, optical fields or par-
ticles, or any combination thereof, depending in part on
the particular application, in part on the desired design,
in part on the corresponding technology, etc.
[0025] Further, many aspects are described in terms
of sequences of actions to be performed by, for example,
elements of a computing device. It will be recognized that
various actions described herein can be performed by
specific circuits (e.g., Application Specific Integrated Cir-
cuits (ASICs)), by program instructions being executed
by one or more processors, or by a combination of both.
In addition, for each of the aspects described herein, the
corresponding form of any such aspect may be imple-
mented as, for example, "logic configured to" perform the
described action.
[0026] FIG. 1 is a system-level diagram illustrating an
example wireless network environment, shown by way
of example as including a "primary" Radio Access Tech-
nology (RAT) system 100 and a "competing" RAT system
150. Each system may be composed of different wireless
nodes generally capable of receiving and/or transmitting
over a wireless link, including information related to var-
ious types of communication (e.g., voice, data, multime-
dia services, associated control signaling, etc.). The pri-
mary RAT system 100 is shown as including an access
point 110 and an access terminal 120 in communication
with each other over a wireless link 130. The competing
RAT system 150 is shown as including two competing
nodes 152 in communication with each other over a sep-
arate wireless link 132, and may similarly include one or
more access points, access terminals, or other types of
wireless nodes. As an example, the access point 110
and the access terminal 120 of the primary RAT system
100 may communicate via the wireless link 130 in ac-
cordance with Long Term Evolution (LTE) technology,
while the competing nodes 152 of the competing RAT
system 150 may communicate via the wireless link 132
in accordance with Wi-Fi technology. It will be appreci-
ated that each system may support any number of wire-
less nodes distributed throughout a geographic region,
with the illustrated entities being shown for illustration
purposes only.
[0027] Unless otherwise noted, the terms "access ter-
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minal" and "access point" are not intended to be specific
or limited to any particular RAT. In general, access ter-
minals may be any wireless communication device al-
lowing a user to communicate over a communications
network (e.g., a mobile phone, router, personal compu-
ter, server, entertainment device, Internet of Things (IOT)
/ Internet of Everything (IOE) capable device, in-vehicle
communication device, etc.), and may be alternatively
referred to in different RAT environments as a User De-
vice (UD), a Mobile Station (MS), a Subscriber Station
(STA), a User Equipment (UE), etc. Similarly, an access
point may operate according to one or several RATs in
communicating with access terminals depending on the
network in which the access point is deployed, and may
be alternatively referred to as a Base Station (BS), a Net-
work Node, a NodeB, an evolved NodeB (eNB), etc. Such
an access point may correspond to a small cell access
point, for example. "Small cells" generally refer to a class
of low-powered access points that may include or be oth-
erwise referred to as femto cells, pico cells, micro cells,
Wireless Local Area Network (WLAN) access points, oth-
er small coverage area access points, etc. Small cells
may be deployed to supplement macro cell coverage,
which may cover a few blocks within a neighborhood or
several square miles in a rural environment, thereby lead-
ing to improved signaling, incremental capacity growth,
richer user experience, and so on.
[0028] Returning to FIG. 1, the wireless link 130 used
by the primary RAT system 100 and the wireless link 132
used by the competing RAT system 150 may operate
over a shared communication medium 140. A communi-
cation medium of this type may be composed of one or
more frequency, time, and/or space communication re-
sources (e.g., encompassing one or more channels
across one or more carriers). As an example, the com-
munication medium 140 may correspond to at least a
portion of an unlicensed frequency band. Although dif-
ferent licensed frequency bands have been reserved for
certain communications (e.g., by a government entity
such as the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) in the United States), some systems, in particular
those employing small cell access points, have extended
operation into unlicensed frequency bands such as the
Unlicensed National Information Infrastructure (U-NII)
band used by WLAN technologies including Wi-Fi.
[0029] Due to the shared use of the communication
medium 140, there is the potential for cross-link interfer-
ence between the wireless link 130 and the wireless link
132. Further, some RATs and some jurisdictions may
require contention or "Listen Before Talk (LBT)" for ac-
cess to the communication medium 140. As an example,
a Clear Channel Assessment (CCA) protocol may be
used in which each device verifies via medium sensing
the absence of other traffic on a shared communication
medium before seizing (and in some cases reserving)
the communication medium for its own transmissions. In
some designs, the CCA protocol may include distinct
CCA Preamble Detection (CCA-PD) and CCA Energy

Detection (CCA-ED) mechanisms for yielding the com-
munication medium to intra-RAT and inter-RAT traffic,
respectively. The European Telecommunications Stand-
ards Institute (ETSI), for example, mandates contention
for all devices regardless of their RAT on certain com-
munication media such as unlicensed frequency bands.
[0030] As will be described in more detail below, the
access point 110 and/or the access terminal 120 may be
variously configured in accordance with the teachings
herein to provide or otherwise support the contention and
re-contention techniques discussed briefly above. For
example, the access point 110 may include a medium
access manager 112 and the access terminal 120 may
include a medium access manager 122. The medium
access manager 112 and/or the medium access manag-
er 122 may be configured in different ways to manage
contending for access to the communication medium
140.
[0031] FIG. 2 illustrates an example virtual Time Divi-
sion Duplexing (TDD) frame structure that may be imple-
mented for the primary RAT system 100 on the commu-
nication medium 140 to facilitate contention-based ac-
cess between the access point 110/ access terminal 120
and the competing RAT system 150.
[0032] The illustrated frame structure includes a series
of radio frames (RFs) that are numbered in accordance
with a System Frame Number (SFN) numerology (SFN
N, N+1, N+2, etc.) and divided into respective subframes
(SFs), which may also be numbered for reference (e.g.,
SF0, SF1, etc.). As an example, the LTE frame structure
includes system frames that are divided into 1024 num-
bered radio frames composed of 10 subframes each,
which together constitute an SFN cycle (e.g., lasting
10.24s for 10ms radio frames having 1ms subframes).
The use of a frame structure may provide more natural
and efficient coordination among devices than more ad
hoc signaling techniques.
[0033] The example frame structure of FIG. 2 is TDD
in that each subframe may be variously operated at dif-
ferent times as a downlink (D), uplink (U), or special (S)
subframe. In general, downlink subframes are reserved
for transmitting downlink information from the access
point 110 to the access terminal 120, uplink subframes
are reserved for transmitting uplink information from the
access terminal 120 to the access point 110, and special
subframes may include a downlink portion and an uplink
portion separated by a guard period. Different arrange-
ments of downlink, uplink, and special subframes within
a radio frame may be referred to as different TDD con-
figurations. Returning to the LTE example above, the
TDD variant of the LTE frame structure includes 7 TDD
configurations (TDD Config 0 through TDD Config 6),
with each configuration having a different arrangement
of downlink, uplink, and special subframes. For example,
some TDD configurations may have more downlink sub-
frames and some may have more uplink subframes to
accommodate different traffic scenarios. In the illustrated
example of FIG. 2, a TDD configuration is employed that
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is similar to TDD Config 3 in LTE. The particular TDD
configuration employed may be broadcast by the access
point 110 using a System Information Block (SIB) mes-
sage, a new physical channel to indicate the TDD frame
format in the control region, or the like (e.g., a SIB-1 mes-
sage in LTE).
[0034] Although each TDD configuration is different,
there may be one or more subframes that are the same
across all TDD configurations. These subframes are re-
ferred to herein as anchor subframes. Returning again
to the LTE example above, the subframe SF0 is a down-
link subframe, SF1 is a special subframe, SF2 is an uplink
subframe, and SF5 is a downlink subframe in each radio
frame across each of the TDD configurations TDD Config
0 through TDD Config 6. In the illustrated example, the
anchor subframes similarly correspond to the subframes
SF0, SF1, SF2, and SF5 of each radio frame, although
it will be appreciated that the specific anchor carrier des-
ignations may vary across different systems.
[0035] The example frame structure of FIG. 2 is virtual
in that each subframe may or may not be occupied by
primary RAT signaling in any given instance due to the
contention procedure for accessing the communication
medium 140. In general, if the access point 110 or the
access terminal 120 fails to win contention for a given
subframe that subframe may be silenced.
[0036] At some point during the contention process,
the communication medium 140 becomes clear (e.g.,
CCA Clear) and the access point 110, for example, seizes
it. In order to reserve the communication medium 140 for
itself for a Transmission Opportunity (TXOP) having a
certain duration (e.g., one radio frame), the access point
110 may send a channel reservation message (RSV) 202
defined for the competing RAT system 150. The channel
reservation message 202 may be transmitted over the
communication medium 140 (e.g., via a competing-RAT-
specific transceiver also belonging to the access point
110) to reserve the communication medium 140 for pri-
mary RAT operation. Example channel reservation mes-
sages may include, for example, 802.11a Data packets,
Clear-to-Send-to-Self (CTS2S) messages, Request-to-
Send (RTS) messages, Clear-to-Send (CTS) messages,
Physical Layer Convergence Protocol (PLCP) headers
(e.g., a legacy signal (L-SIG), a high throughput signal
(HT-SIG), or very high throughput signal (VHT-SIG)), and
the like for a competing Wi-Fi RAT, or other similar mes-
sages defined for other competing RATs of interest. The
channel reservation message 202 may include a duration
indication (e.g., a Network Allocation Vector (NAV)) cor-
responding to the duration of the target TXOP for which
the access point 110 contended for access.
[0037] In some designs, the channel reservation mes-
sage 202 may be sent as a one-way communication not
invoking any acknowledgement (e.g., CTS2S). In other
designs, the channel reservation message 202 may be
sent as a two-way handshake communication that is ac-
knowledged by each receiving entity (e.g., CTS/RTS). In
addition, the channel reservation message 202 may be

sent as a deep handshake signal with a larger coverage
area to reach additional, otherwise hidden nodes that
may be impacted by primary RAT communication but not
able to receive short-range channel reservation messag-
es (e.g., eCTS/eRTS).
[0038] In some deployments, reservation of a given
TXOP by the access point 110 may be sufficient to satisfy
the contention requirements for all downlink and uplink
transmissions that are scheduled during the TXOP. In
other deployments, however, contiguous occupation of
the communication medium 140 may be required. One
or more uplink subframes situated between downlink or
special subframes may create a transmission gap that
disrupts the required continuity. As shown in FIG. 2, for
example, while the access point 110 may transmit over
the communication medium 140 during a first period 212
(including the first downlink subframe and special sub-
frame of the TXOP) and a third period 216 (including the
last five downlink subframes), the access point 110 may
not transmit during an intervening second period 214 (in-
cluding the middle three uplink subframes) which is des-
ignated for transmission by the access terminal 120.
Thus, in some deployments, the access point 110 may
be required to re-contend for access to the communica-
tion medium 140 for any downlink subframes that follow
one or more uplink subframes, such as at the uplink-to-
downlink transition boundary 218 between the second
period 214 and the third period 216.
[0039] In some designs, the access point 110 may sim-
ply re-contend for access to the communication medium
140 in the next downlink subframe (e.g., the first downlink
subframe following the uplink-to-downlink transition
boundary 218). However, this may result in a loss of ef-
ficiency because the downlink subframe in which re-con-
tention is performed may be unavailable for other sign-
aling, particularly for RATs in which there is no partial
subframe support. In other designs, the access point 110
may minimize the number of re-contention instances by
selecting a TDD configuration that includes a relatively
small number of uplink-to-downlink transitions. In LTE,
for example, TDD Config 3 includes only one such tran-
sition within each radio frame. However, TDD Config 3
provides only a 30% duty cycle for uplink traffic, which
may be insufficient for some scenarios.
[0040] A more flexible TDD configuration may also be
employed in which an adaptable number of uplink sub-
frames is provided in sequence at the end of a radio
frame, thereby eliminating uplink-to-downlink transitions
within the radio frame altogether. Even so, such a con-
figuration still requires an uplink-to-downlink transition
between radio frames, which, for any TXOP spanning
more than one radio frame, may necessitate re-conten-
tion during-and therefore impede utilization of-the last
uplink subframe of the radio frame or the first downlink
subframe of the next radio frame.
[0041] FIG. 3 is a system-level diagram illustrating an
uplink transmission control scheme for facilitating com-
munication medium re-contention. In this example, the
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access point 110 is shown as communicating with the
access terminal 120 over the communication medium
140 in an inner coverage region 302 where the corre-
sponding wireless link 130 is relatively strong. By con-
trast, the access point 110 may also serve other access
terminals that are located in an outer coverage region
304 with wireless links that are by comparison relatively
weak (shown by way of example as the optional access
terminal 320 with a corresponding wireless link 330).
[0042] Because the wireless link 130 between the ac-
cess point 110 and the access terminal 120 is relatively
strong, signaling sent from the access terminal 120 to
the access point 110 during an uplink subframe (e.g., the
last uplink subframe preceding the uplink-to-downlink
transition boundary 218) may make it more difficult for
the access point 110 to re-contend for access to the com-
munication medium 140. In particular, signaling energy
received at the access point 110 above a backoff thresh-
old (e.g., -60 dBm) may trigger the invocation of a con-
tention timer 310 that dictates a backoff period for which
the access point 110 must wait before contending again.
This backoff period may extend into or beyond the next
downlink subframe (e.g., the first downlink subframe fol-
lowing the uplink-to-downlink transition boundary 218)
and prevent the access point 110 from utilizing this sub-
frame even though this subframe has already been re-
served and even though the signaling deemed to be con-
flicting is actually from the access terminal 120 rather
than, for example, the competing RAT system 150.
[0043] To better facilitate re-contention under such a
scenario, in some designs, the access point 110 may
adjust one or more uplink transmission parameters 312
associated with a triggering condition for invoking (start-
ing/restarting) the contention timer 310. The transmis-
sion parameters 312 may be adjusted to prevent or at
least reduce the likelihood that the contention timer 310
is triggered by signaling from the access terminal 120, in
particular in anticipation of an uplink-to-downlink transi-
tion (e.g., during the last uplink subframe preceding the
uplink-to-downlink transition boundary 218). The trigger-
ing condition may correspond, for example, to a backoff
threshold (e.g., a threshold signal strength for a threshold
duration). The transmission parameters 312 may be ad-
justed in response to the proximity of the access terminal
120 to the access point 110.
[0044] FIG. 4 illustrates an example of uplink transmis-
sion parameter adjustment in accordance with the TDD
frame structure of FIG. 2. It will be appreciated that ad-
justments to the uplink transmission parameters 312 may
be conveyed to the access terminal 120 in different ways,
including as part of different direct or broadcast messag-
ing schemes as well as at different times. The particular
timing and message format shown in FIG. 4 is provided
for illustrations purposes only.
[0045] In this example, the transmission parameters
312 may include a transmission power parameter 402.
The transmission power parameter 402 may be adjusted
to limit the signal strength or the number of transmission

resources (e.g., number of resource blocks) afforded to
the access terminal 120 such that the signaling energy
of the access terminal 120 as perceived by the access
point 110 is not high enough to meet the triggering con-
dition for invoking the contention timer 310. While a re-
duction in transmission power may provide poorer per-
formance with higher relative interference for the access
terminal 120, because of its proximity to the access point
110 this level of performance may still be satisfactory
while allowing the access point 110 to immediately re-
contend for access to the communication medium 140.
Meanwhile, returning to the example of FIG. 3, the dis-
tance of the other access terminal 320 operating in the
outer coverage region 304 makes it unlikely that the sig-
naling energy of the access terminal 320 as perceived
by the access point 110 will be high enough to meet the
triggering condition for invoking the contention timer 310.
The prior reservation makes it also unlikely that interfer-
ence from other sources such as the competing RAT
system 150 will impede the re-contention process.
[0046] FIG. 5 illustrates another example of uplink
transmission parameter adjustment in accordance with
the TDD frame structure of FIG. 2. It will again be appre-
ciated that adjustments to the uplink transmission param-
eters 312 may be conveyed to the access terminal 120
in different ways, including as part of different direct or
broadcast messaging schemes as well as at different
times. The particular timing and message format shown
in FIG. 5 is provided for illustrations purposes only.
[0047] In this example, the uplink transmission param-
eters 312 may include a multi-user scheduling parameter
502. The multi-user scheduling parameter 502 may be
adjusted to schedule the access terminal 120 only in ear-
lier uplink subframes (e.g., the second-to-last uplink sub-
frame preceding the uplink-to-downlink transition bound-
ary 218) where the contention timer 310 is not problem-
atic. Meanwhile, returning again to the example of FIG.
3, the other access terminal 320 operating in the outer
coverage region 304 may be more safely scheduled clos-
er to an uplink-to-downlink transition (e.g., during the last
uplink subframe preceding the uplink-to-downlink transi-
tion boundary 218). While this approach to scheduling
may diminish certain benefits related to scheduling time
diversity, each access terminal may still be scheduled
fairly and the distance of the other access terminal 320
operating in the outer coverage region 304 makes it is
unlikely that it will meet the triggering condition for invok-
ing the contention timer 310.
[0048] FIG. 6 illustrates another example of uplink
transmission parameter adjustment in accordance with
the TDD frame structure of FIG. 2. It will again be appre-
ciated that adjustments to the uplink transmission param-
eters 312 may be conveyed to the access terminal 120
in different ways, including as part of different direct or
broadcast messaging schemes as well as at different
times. The particular timing and message format shown
in FIG. 6 is provided for illustrations purposes only.
[0049] In this example, the transmission parameters
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312 may include a sub-band scheduling parameter 602.
In a scenario in which it is impractical for the access point
110 to schedule the access terminal 120 around an up-
link-to-downlink transition (e.g., when there are no other
access terminals like the access terminal 320), the sub-
band scheduling parameter may be adjusted to schedule
the access terminal 120 only in a subset of resources
spanning the reserved bandwidth (e.g., every other re-
source block) and the access point 110 may monitor sig-
naling energy in a complementary set of resources (e.g.,
the unscheduled set of resource blocks). While the mon-
itored signaling energy may still conform to contention
requirements by consisting of a wideband measurement
in the sense that the complementary set of resources
span a wideband range, it is unlikely that it will meet the
triggering condition for invoking the contention timer 310.
[0050] FIG. 7 is a resource map diagram illustrating an
example physical channel muting scheme for facilitating
communication medium re-contention. As shown, one or
more symbols at a given symbol period / subcarrier lo-
cation may be muted in either uplink subframes, downlink
subframes, or a combination thereof. In the illustrated
example, one symbol period is shown as being muted
but it will be appreciated that more than one symbol pe-
riod may be muted as appropriate for a particular con-
tention scheme. Further, each subcarrier in a given sym-
bol period is shown as being muted but it will be appre-
ciated that only a subset of symbols may instead be mut-
ed in each symbol period as appropriate to map to a given
channel.
[0051] By designating for transmission (e.g., via
scheduling or otherwise configuring) one or more of the
last symbol periods during an uplink subframe (e.g., the
last uplink subframe preceding the uplink-to-downlink
transition boundary 218) or one or more of the first symbol
periods during a downlink subframe (e.g., the first down-
link subframe following the uplink-to-downlink transition
boundary 218) and then muting transmission during
these symbol periods, the access point 110 may in effect
reserve these symbol periods for re-contention. This may
be done without compromising the entire subframe.
[0052] FIG. 8 illustrates an example of physical chan-
nel muting in the uplink direction in accordance with the
TDD frame structure of FIG. 2. As shown, resources dur-
ing the last symbol period(s) of the uplink subframe pre-
ceding the uplink-to-downlink transition boundary 218
may be designated for reference signaling, for example,
but not configured for any access terminal including the
access terminal 120.
[0053] In the illustrated example, the access point 110
may advertise a Sounding Reference Signal (SRS) gap,
for example, during the last uplink subframe preceding
the uplink-to-downlink transition boundary 218 and then
refrain from configuring the access terminal 120 or any
other access terminal for SRS transmission during this
time. Ordinarily, SRS signaling is designated for a set of
symbols of the last symbol period of an uplink subframe
and used to help facilitate wideband uplink channel es-

timation for use in uplink power control, link adaptation,
sub-band scheduling (e.g., frequency-dependent uplink
scheduling), and so on. The access terminal 120 may be
configured to understand that any symbol period desig-
nated for SRS signaling may not be used for other trans-
missions. In this way, some channels such as a Physical
Uplink Control Channel (PUCCH) may be completely si-
lenced and other channels such as a Physical Uplink
Shared Channel (PUSCH) may be partially silenced (re-
ferred to herein as puncturing) during this time to provide
an opportunity for re-contention.
[0054] FIG. 9 illustrates an example of physical chan-
nel muting in the downlink direction in accordance with
the TDD frame structure of FIG. 2. As shown, resources
during the first symbol period(s) of the downlink subframe
following the uplink-to-downlink transition boundary 218
may be configured for control signaling, for example, but
the control signaling may be omitted.
[0055] In the illustrated example, the access point 110
may mute an ordinarily configured Physical Downlink
Control Channel (PDCCH) during the first downlink sub-
frame (or the first few downlink subframes) following the
uplink-to-downlink transition boundary 218 by refraining
from sending any actual PDCCH transmissions during
this time. Instead, the access point 110 may send the
requisite control signaling via another channel (e.g., us-
ing Enhanced PDCCH (ePDCCH) over a Physical Down-
link Shared Channel (PDSCH)) or rely on cross-carrier
scheduling (e.g., via a corresponding Primary Cell (PCell)
for PDCCH associated with a Secondary Cell (SCell)).
Although there may be a loss of efficiency as well as
legacy support for some access terminals, this time may
be used to provide another opportunity for re-contention.
[0056] FIG. 10 illustrates an example of a timing ad-
vance scheme for facilitating communication medium re-
contention. In this example, a timing advance mechanism
is used in conjunction with the virtual TDD frame structure
of FIG. 2.
[0057] As shown, in order to provide a re-contention
gap 1002, the timing of the uplink subframes in a reserved
TXOP may be advanced such that each uplink subframe
commences earlier than normally scheduled. This may
be achieved by sending a timing advance command 1004
to the access terminal 120. The re-contention gap 1002
may be used by the access point 110 to re-contend for
access to the communication medium 140.
[0058] FIG. 11 illustrates another example of a timing
advance scheme for facilitating communication medium
re-contention. This example is similar to that of FIG. 10,
except that the timing advance command 1004 further
instructs the access terminal 120 to shorten a preceding
subframe (shown by way of example as the shortened
special subframe 1106) and commence the next uplink
subframe early.
[0059] As an example, the timing advance may pull the
uplink subframes into the shortened special subframe
1106 by a few (e.g., 1-3) symbol periods and thereby
provide a re-contention gap 1002 on the order of a few
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hundred microseconds (e.g., 140 microseconds for a tim-
ing advance of 2 symbol periods having a duration of 70
microseconds each).
[0060] Returning to FIG. 10, in some designs, the ac-
cess point 110 may send an (optional) supplemental
channel reservation message 1008, as shown, upon re-
seizing the communication medium 140 as an additional
protection. The prior reservation makes it unlikely that
interference from other sources such as the competing
RAT system 150 will impede the re-contention process.
[0061] FIG. 12 is a flow diagram illustrating an example
method of communication in accordance with the tech-
niques described above. The method 1200 may be per-
formed, for example, by an access point (e.g., the access
point 110 illustrated in FIG. 1) operating on a shared com-
munication medium. As an example, the communication
medium may include one or more time, frequency, or
space resources on an unlicensed radio frequency band
shared between LTE technology and Wi-Fi technology
devices.
[0062] As shown, the access point may contend for
access to a communication medium for a series of sub-
frames associated with a TDD frame structure (block
1202). The access point may then transmit on the com-
munication medium during a first portion of the series of
subframes (block 1204). The access point may, however,
refrain from transmitting on the communication medium
during a second portion of the series of subframes (block
1206).
[0063] At some point, the access point may adjust one
or more uplink transmission parameters associated with
a triggering condition for invoking a contention timer
(block 1208). It will be appreciated that this operation
may be performed at various times in relation to the other
operations illustrated in FIG. 12, and that the listing of
operations in FIG. 12 is not meant to convey a required
or preferred ordering.
[0064] The access point may subsequently re-contend
for access to the communication medium for a third por-
tion of the series of subframes based on the contention
timer (block 1210) and transmit on the communication
medium during the third portion of the series of subframes
(block 1212).
[0065] As discussed in more detail above, the trigger-
ing condition may include, for example, a backoff thresh-
old. The adjusting (block 1208) may include transmitting
the one or more uplink transmission parameters to an
access terminal and may also be performed in response
to a proximity of the access terminal to the access point.
[0066] In some designs, the one or more uplink trans-
mission parameters may include a transmission power
parameter, with the adjusting (block 1208) including lim-
iting a signal strength or a number of transmission re-
sources associated with an access terminal to below a
level associated with the triggering condition. In addition
or as an alternative, the one or more uplink transmission
parameters may include a multi-user scheduling param-
eter, with the adjusting (block 1208) including refraining

from scheduling any access terminals having a signal
strength above a threshold in a subframe that is adjacent
to the third portion of the series of subframes. In addition
or as an alternative, the one or more uplink transmission
parameters may include a sub-band scheduling param-
eter, with the adjusting (block 1208) including scheduling
an access terminal in a first subset of resources of the
second portion of the series of subframes and the re-
contending (block 1210) including monitoring signaling
on a second subset of resources of the second portion
of the series of subframes different from the first subset
of resources.
[0067] As also discussed above, a channel reservation
message may be transmitted to reserve the communica-
tion medium for the series of subframes.
[0068] FIG. 13 is a flow diagram illustrating another
example method of communication in accordance with
the techniques described above. The method 1300 may
be performed, for example, by an access point (e.g., the
access point 110 illustrated in FIG. 1) operating on a
shared communication medium. As an example, the
communication medium may include one or more time,
frequency, or space resources on an unlicensed radio
frequency band shared between LTE technology and Wi-
Fi technology devices.
[0069] As shown, the access point may contend for
access to a communication medium for a series of sub-
frames associated with a TDD frame structure (block
1302). The access point may then transmit on the com-
munication medium during a first portion of the series of
subframes (block 1304). The access point may, however,
refrain from transmitting on the communication medium
during a second portion of the series of subframes (block
1306).
[0070] At some point, the access point may mute trans-
mission on the communication medium during one or
more symbol periods designated for transmission during
the series of subframes (block 1308). It will be appreci-
ated that this operation may be performed at various
times in relation to the other operations illustrated in FIG.
13, and that the listing of operations in FIG. 13 is not
meant to convey a required or preferred ordering.
[0071] The access point may subsequently re-con-
tend, during the one or more symbol periods, for access
to the communication medium for a third portion of the
series of subframes (block 1310). The access point may
then transmit on the communication medium during the
third portion of the series of subframes (block 1312).
[0072] As discussed in more detail above, the one or
more symbol periods may include, for example, a last
symbol period of a last uplink subframe in the second
portion of the series of subframes, with the muting (block
1308) including refraining from configuring any access
terminals for transmission during the last symbol period
of the last uplink subframe. As an example, the one or
more symbol periods may be designated for transmission
of an SRS. The access point may broadcast an indication
of an SRS gap during the one or more symbol periods.
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[0073] As further discussed above in more detail, the
one or more symbol periods may include, for example,
a first symbol period of a first downlink subframe in the
third portion of the series of subframes, with the muting
(block 1308) including refraining from transmitting by an
access point during the first symbol period of the first
downlink subframe. As an example, the one or more sym-
bol periods may be designated for transmission of a PD-
CCH. Here, the access point may send control signaling
designated for the PDCCH via another channel or anoth-
er carrier (than that of the PDCCH).
[0074] As also discussed above, a channel reservation
message may be transmitted to reserve the communica-
tion medium for the series of subframes.
[0075] FIG. 14 is a flow diagram illustrating another
example method of communication in accordance with
the techniques described above. The method 1400 may
be performed, for example, by an access point (e.g., the
access point 110 illustrated in FIG. 1) operating on a
shared communication medium. As an example, the
communication medium may include one or more time,
frequency, or space resources on an unlicensed radio
frequency band shared between LTE technology and Wi-
Fi technology devices.
[0076] As shown, the access point may contend for
access to a communication medium for a series of sub-
frames associated with a TDD frame structure (block
1402). The access point may then transmit on the com-
munication medium during a first portion of the series of
subframes (block 1404). The access point may, however,
refrain from transmitting on the communication medium
during a second portion of the series of subframes (block
1406).
[0077] At some point, the access point may configure
a timing advance of the second portion of the series of
subframes to create a re-contention gap between the
second portion of the series of subframes and a third
portion of the series of subframes (block 1408). It will be
appreciated that this operation may be performed at var-
ious times in relation to the other operations illustrated
in FIG. 14, and that the listing of operations in FIG. 14 is
not meant to convey a required or preferred ordering.
[0078] The access point may subsequently re-con-
tend, during the re-contention gap, for access to the com-
munication medium for the third portion of the series of
subframes (block 1410). The access point may then
transmit on the communication medium during the third
portion of the series of subframes (block 1412).
[0079] As discussed in more detail above, the config-
uring (block 1408) may include, for example, sending a
timing advance command to an access terminal instruct-
ing the access terminal to commence uplink transmission
prior to a scheduled start time of an uplink subframe of
the second portion of the series of subframes. The timing
advance command may further instruct the access ter-
minal to shorten a subframe of the first portion of the
series of subframes, such as a special subframe preced-
ing the uplink subframe. Here, the special subframe may

be shortened by one or more symbol periods as com-
pared to the uplink subframe. As an example, the special
subframe may be shortened by between one and three
symbol periods as compared to the uplink subframe.
[0080] In some designs, a first channel reservation
message may be transmitted to reserve the communica-
tion medium for the series of subframes. A second chan-
nel reservation message may also be transmitted to fur-
ther reserve the communication medium for the third por-
tion of the series of subframes.
[0081] For generality, the access point 110 and the ac-
cess terminal 120 are shown in FIG. 1 only in relevant
part as including the medium access manager 112 and
the medium access manager 122, respectively. It will be
appreciated, however, that the access point 110 and the
access terminal 120 may be configured in various ways
to provide or otherwise support the re-contention tech-
niques discussed herein.
[0082] FIG. 15 is a device-level diagram illustrating ex-
ample components of the access point 110 and the ac-
cess terminal 120 of the primary RAT system 100 in more
detail. As shown, the access point 110 and the access
terminal 120 may each generally include a wireless com-
munication device (represented by the communication
devices 1530 and 1550) for communicating with other
wireless nodes via at least one designated RAT. The
communication devices 1530 and 1550 may be variously
configured for transmitting and encoding signals, and,
conversely, for receiving and decoding signals in accord-
ance with the designated RAT (e.g., messages, indica-
tions, information, pilots, and so on).
[0083] The communication devices 1530 and 1550
may include, for example, one or more transceivers, such
as respective primary RAT transceivers 1532 and 1552,
and, in some designs, (optional) co-located secondary
RAT transceivers 1534 and 1554, respectively (corre-
sponding, for example, to the RAT employed by the com-
peting RAT system 150). As used herein, a "transceiver"
may include a transmitter circuit, a receiver circuit, or a
combination thereof, but need not provide both transmit
and receive functionalities in all designs. For example, a
low functionality receiver circuit may be employed in
some designs to reduce costs when providing full com-
munication is not necessary (e.g., a radio chip or similar
circuitry providing low-level sniffing only). Further, as
used herein, the term "co-located" (e.g., radios, access
points, transceivers, etc.) may refer to one of various ar-
rangements. For example, components that are in the
same housing; components that are hosted by the same
processor; components that are within a defined distance
of one another; and/or components that are connected
via an interface (e.g., an Ethernet switch) where the in-
terface meets the latency requirements of any required
inter-component communication (e.g., messaging).
[0084] The access point 110 and the access terminal
120 may also each generally include a communication
controller (represented by the communication controllers
1540 and 1560) for controlling operation of their respec-
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tive communication devices 1530 and 1550 (e.g., direct-
ing, modifying, enabling, disabling, etc.). The communi-
cation controllers 1540 and 1560 may include one or
more processors 1542 and 1562, and one or more mem-
ories 1544 and 1564 coupled to the processors 1542 and
1562, respectively. The memories 1544 and 1564 may
be configured to store data, instructions, or a combination
thereof, either as on-board cache memory, as separate
components, a combination, etc. The processors 1542
and 1562 and the memories 1544 and 1564 may be stan-
dalone communication components or may be part of the
respective host system functionality of the access point
110 and the access terminal 120.
[0085] It will be appreciated that the medium access
manager 112 and the medium access manager 122 may
be implemented in different ways. In some designs, some
or all of the functionality associated therewith may be
implemented by or otherwise at the direction of at least
one processor (e.g., one or more of the processors 1542
and/or one or more of the processors 1562) and at least
one memory (e.g., one or more of the memories 1544
and/or one or more of the memories 1564). In other de-
signs, some or all of the functionality associated therewith
may be implemented as a series of interrelated functional
modules.
[0086] FIG. 16 illustrates an example apparatus for im-
plementing the medium access manager 112 represent-
ed as a series of interrelated functional modules. In the
illustrated example, the apparatus 1600 includes a mod-
ule for contending 1602, a module for transmitting 1604,
a module for refraining from transmitting 1606, a module
for adjusting 1608, a module re-contending 1610, and a
module for transmitting 1612.
[0087] The module for contending 1602 may be con-
figured to contend for access to a communication medi-
um for a series of subframes associated with a TDD frame
structure. The module for transmitting 1604 may be con-
figured to transmit on the communication medium during
a first portion of the series of subframes. The module for
refraining from transmitting 1606 may be configured to
refrain from transmitting on the communication medium
during a second portion of the series of subframes.
[0088] The module for adjusting 1208 may be config-
ured to adjust one or more uplink transmission parame-
ters associated with a triggering condition for invoking a
contention timer. The module for re-contending 1610
may be configured to re-contend for access to the com-
munication medium for a third portion of the series of
subframes based on the contention timer. The module
for transmitting 1612 may be configured to transmit on
the communication medium during the third portion of
the series of subframes.
[0089] FIG. 17 illustrates an example apparatus for im-
plementing the medium access manager 112 represent-
ed as a series of interrelated functional modules. In the
illustrated example, the apparatus 1700 includes a mod-
ule for contending 1702, a module for transmitting 1704,
a module refraining from transmitting 1706, a module for

muting 1708, a module for re-contending 1710, and a
module for transmitting 1712.
[0090] The module for contending 1702 may be con-
figured to contend for access to a communication medi-
um for a series of subframes associated with a TDD frame
structure. The module for transmitting 1704 may be con-
figured to transmit on the communication medium during
a first portion of the series of subframes. The module for
refraining from transmitting 1706 may be configured to
refrain from transmitting on the communication medium
during a second portion of the series of subframes.
[0091] The module for muting 1708 may be configured
to mute transmission on the communication medium dur-
ing one or more symbol periods designated for transmis-
sion during the series of subframes. The module for re-
contending 1710 may be configured to re-contend, during
the one or more symbol periods, for access to the com-
munication medium for a third portion of the series of
subframes. The module for transmitting 1712 may be
configured to transmit on the communication medium
during the third portion of the series of subframes.
[0092] FIG. 18 illustrates an example apparatus for im-
plementing the medium access manager 112 represent-
ed as a series of interrelated functional modules. In the
illustrated example, the apparatus 1800 includes a mod-
ule for contending 1802, a module for transmitting 1804,
a module for refraining from transmitting 1806, a module
for configuring 1808, a module for re-contending 1810,
and a module for transmitting 1812.
[0093] The module for contending 1802 may be con-
figured to contend for access to a communication medi-
um for a series of subframes associated with a TDD frame
structure. The module for transmitting 1804 may be con-
figured to transmit on the communication medium during
a first portion of the series of subframes. The module for
refraining from transmitting 1806 may be configured to
refrain from transmitting on the communication medium
during a second portion of the series of subframes.
[0094] The module for configuring 1808 may be con-
figured to configure a timing advance of the second por-
tion of the series of subframes to create a re-contention
gap between the second portion of the series of sub-
frames and a third portion of the series of subframes.
The module for re-contending 1810 may be configured
to re-contend, during the re-contention gap, for access
to the communication medium for the third portion of the
series of subframes. The module for transmitting 1812
may be configured to transmit on the communication me-
dium during the third portion of the series of subframes.
[0095] The functionality of the modules of FIGS. 16 -
18 may be implemented in various ways consistent with
the teachings herein. In some designs, the functionality
of these modules may be implemented as one or more
electrical components. In some designs, the functionality
of these blocks may be implemented as a processing
system including one or more processor components. In
some designs, the functionality of these modules may be
implemented using, for example, at least a portion of one
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or more integrated circuits (e.g., an ASIC). As discussed
herein, an integrated circuit may include a processor,
software, other related components, or some combina-
tion thereof. Thus, the functionality of different modules
may be implemented, for example, as different subsets
of an integrated circuit, as different subsets of a set of
software modules, or a combination thereof. Also, it will
be appreciated that a given subset (e.g., of an integrated
circuit and/or of a set of software modules) may provide
at least a portion of the functionality for more than one
module.
[0096] In addition, the components and functions rep-
resented by FIGS. 16 - 18, as well as other components
and functions described herein, may be implemented us-
ing any suitable means. Such means also may be imple-
mented, at least in part, using corresponding structure
as taught herein. For example, the components de-
scribed above in conjunction with the "module for" com-
ponents of FIGS. 16 - 18 also may correspond to similarly
designated "means for" functionality. Thus, in some as-
pects one or more of such means may be implemented
using one or more of processor components, integrated
circuits, or other suitable structure as taught herein, in-
cluding as an algorithm. One skilled in the art will recog-
nize in this disclosure an algorithm represented in the
prose described above, as well in sequences of actions
that may be represented by pseudocode. For example,
the components and functions represented by FIGS. 16
- 18 may include code for performing a LOAD operation,
a COMPARE operation, a RETURN operation, an IF-
THEN-ELSE loop, and so on.
[0097] It should be understood that any reference to
an element herein using a designation such as "first,"
"second," and so forth does not generally limit the quan-
tity or order of those elements. Rather, these designa-
tions may be used herein as a convenient method of dis-
tinguishing between two or more elements or instances
of an element. Thus, a reference to first and second el-
ements does not mean that only two elements may be
employed there or that the first element must precede
the second element in some manner. Also, unless stated
otherwise a set of elements may comprise one or more
elements. In addition, terminology of the form "at least
one of A, B, or C" or "one or more of A, B, or C" or "at
least one of the group consisting of A, B, and C" used in
the description or the claims means "A or B or C or any
combination of these elements." For example, this ter-
minology may include A, or B, or C, or A and B, or A and
C, or A and B and C, or 2A, or 2B, or 2C, and so on.
[0098] In view of the descriptions and explanations
above, one skilled in the art will appreciate that the var-
ious illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and al-
gorithm steps described in connection with the aspects
disclosed herein may be implemented as electronic hard-
ware, computer software, or combinations of both. To
clearly illustrate this interchangeability of hardware and
software, various illustrative components, blocks, mod-
ules, circuits, and steps have been described above gen-

erally in terms of their functionality. Whether such func-
tionality is implemented as hardware or software de-
pends upon the particular application and design con-
straints imposed on the overall system. Skilled artisans
may implement the described functionality in varying
ways for each particular application, but such implemen-
tation decisions should not be interpreted as causing a
departure from the scope of the present disclosure.
[0099] Accordingly, it will be appreciated, for example,
that an apparatus or any component of an apparatus may
be configured to (or made operable to or adapted to)
provide functionality as taught herein. This may be
achieved, for example: by manufacturing (e.g., fabricat-
ing) the apparatus or component so that it will provide
the functionality; by programming the apparatus or com-
ponent so that it will provide the functionality; or through
the use of some other suitable implementation technique.
As one example, an integrated circuit may be fabricated
to provide the requisite functionality. As another example,
an integrated circuit may be fabricated to support the
requisite functionality and then configured (e.g., via pro-
gramming) to provide the requisite functionality. As yet
another example, a processor circuit may execute code
to provide the requisite functionality.
[0100] Moreover, the methods, sequences, and/or al-
gorithms described in connection with the aspects dis-
closed herein may be embodied directly in hardware, in
a software module executed by a processor, or in a com-
bination of the two. A software module may reside in Ran-
dom-Access Memory (RAM), flash memory, Read-only
Memory (ROM), Erasable Programmable Read-only
Memory (EPROM), Electrically Erasable Programmable
Read-only Memory (EEPROM), registers, hard disk, a
removable disk, a CD-ROM, or any other form of storage
medium known in the art, transitory or non-transitory. An
exemplary storage medium is coupled to the processor
such that the processor can read information from, and
write information to, the storage medium. In the alterna-
tive, the storage medium may be integral to the processor
(e.g., cache memory).
[0101] Accordingly, it will also be appreciated, for ex-
ample, that certain aspects of the disclosure can include
a transitory or non-transitory computer-readable medium
embodying a method for communication.
[0102] While the foregoing disclosure shows various
illustrative aspects, it should be noted that various chang-
es and modifications may be made to the illustrated ex-
amples without departing from the scope defined by the
appended claims. The present disclosure is not intended
to be limited to the specifically illustrated examples alone.
For example, unless otherwise noted, the functions,
steps, and/or actions of the method claims in accordance
with the aspects of the disclosure described herein need
not be performed in any particular order. Furthermore,
although certain aspects may be described or claimed in
the singular, the plural is contemplated unless limitation
to the singular is explicitly stated.

23 24 



EP 3 338 504 B1

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Claims

1. A communication method (1200), comprising:

contending (1202) for access to a communica-
tion medium (140) for a series of subframes as-
sociated with a Time Division Duplexing, TDD
frame structure;
transmitting (1204) on the communication me-
dium during a first portion of the series of sub-
frames;
refraining (1206) from transmitting on the com-
munication medium during a second portion of
the series of subframes;
adjusting (1208) one or more uplink transmis-
sion parameters associated with a triggering
condition for invoking a contention timer;
re-contending (1210) for access to the commu-
nication medium for a third portion of the series
of subframes based on the contention timer; and
transmitting (1212) on the communication me-
dium during the third portion of the series of sub-
frames.

2. The method (1200) of claim 1, wherein the triggering
condition comprises a backoff threshold.

3. The method (1200) of claim 1, wherein the adjusting
comprises transmitting the one or more uplink trans-
mission parameters to an access terminal.

4. The method (1200) of claim 3, wherein the adjusting
is based on a proximity of the access terminal to an
access point.

5. The method (1200) of claim 1, wherein:

the one or more uplink transmission parameters
comprise a transmission power parameter; and
the adjusting comprises limiting a signal
strength or a number of transmission resources
associated with an access terminal to below a
level associated with the triggering condition.

6. The method (1200) of claim 1, wherein:

the one or more uplink transmission parameters
comprise a multi-user scheduling parameter;
and
the adjusting comprises refraining from sched-
uling any access terminals having a signal
strength above a threshold in a subframe that is
adjacent to the third portion of the series of sub-
frames.

7. The method (1200) of claim 1, wherein:

the uplink transmission parameters comprise a

sub-band scheduling parameter;
the adjusting comprises scheduling an access
terminal in a first subset of resources of the sec-
ond portion of the series of subframes; and
the re-contending comprises monitoring signal-
ing on a second subset of resources of the sec-
ond portion of the series of subframes different
from the first subset of resources.

8. The method (1200) of claim 1, further comprising
transmitting a channel reservation message to re-
serve the communication medium for the series of
subframes.

9. A communication apparatus, comprising:

means for contending (1202) for access to a
communication medium for a series of sub-
frames associated with a Time Division Duplex-
ing (TDD) frame structure;
means for transmitting (1204) on the communi-
cation medium during a first portion of the series
of subframes;
means for refraining (1206) from transmitting on
the communication medium during a second
portion of the series of subframes;
means for adjusting (1208) one or more uplink
transmission parameters associated with a trig-
gering condition for invoking a contention timer;
means for re-contending (1210) for access to
the communication medium for a third portion of
the series of subframes based on the contention
timer; and
means for transmitting (1212) on the communi-
cation medium during the third portion of the se-
ries of subframes.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the triggering con-
dition comprises a backoff threshold.

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the means for
adjusting comprises means for transmitting the one
or more uplink transmission parameters to an access
terminal, and wherein the adjusting is based on a
proximity of the access terminal to an access point.

12. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein:

the one or more uplink transmission parameters
comprise a transmission power parameter; and
the means for adjusting comprises means for
limiting a signal strength or a number of trans-
mission resources associated with an access
terminal to below a level associated with the trig-
gering condition.

13. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein:
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the one or more uplink transmission parameters
comprise a multi-user scheduling parameter;
and
the means for adjusting comprises means for
refraining from scheduling any access terminals
having a signal strength above a threshold in a
subframe that is adjacent to the third portion of
the series of subframes.

14. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein:

the uplink transmission parameters comprise a
sub-band scheduling parameter;
the means for adjusting comprises means for
scheduling an access terminal in a first subset
of resources of the second portion of the series
of subframes; and
the means for re-contending comprises means
for monitoring signaling on a second subset of
resources of the second portion of the series of
subframes different from the first subset of re-
sources.

15. A computer program comprising program instruc-
tions which are computer-executable to implement
all steps of the method of any one of claims 1 to 8.

Patentansprüche

1. Kommunikationsverfahren (1200), umfassend:

Bewerben (1202) um Zugriff auf ein Kommuni-
kationsmedium (140) für eine Serie von Unter-
rahmen einer Time-Division-Duplexing, TDD-
Rahmenstruktur;
Übertragen (1204) auf dem Kommunikations-
medium während eines ersten Teils der Serie
von Unterrahmen;
Unterlassen (1206) des Übertragens auf dem
Kommunikationsmedium während eines zwei-
ten Teils der Serie von Unterrahmen;
Anpassen (1208) eines oder mehrerer Uplink-
Übertragungsparameter im Zusammenhang mit
einer Auslösebedingung zum Aufrufen eines
Contention-Timers;
Erneutes Bewerben (1210) um den Zugriff auf
das Kommunikationsmedium für einen dritten
Teil der Serie von Unterrahmen basierend auf
dem Contention-Timer; und
Übertragen (1212) auf dem Kommunikations-
medium während des dritten Teils der Serie von
Unterrahmen.

2. Verfahren (1200) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei die aus-
lösende Bedingung eine Backoff-Schwelle umfasst.

3. Verfahren (1200) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei die An-

passung die Übertragung eines oder mehrerer
Uplink-Übertragungsparameter an ein Zugriffstermi-
nal umfasst.

4. Verfahren (1200) gemäß Anspruch 3, wobei die An-
passung auf der Nähe des Zugangsterminals zu ei-
nem Zugangspunkt basiert.

5. Verfahren (1200) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei:

der eine oder die mehreren Uplink-Übertra-
gungsparameter einen Übertragungs-Leis-
tungsparameter umfassen; und
die Anpassung die Begrenzung einer Signal-
stärke oder einer Anzahl von Übertragungsres-
sourcen im Zusammenhang mit einem Zugriffs-
terminal unterhalb eines mit der Auslösebedin-
gung verbundenen Pegels umfasst.

6. Verfahren (1200) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei:

der eine oder die mehreren Uplink-Übertra-
gungsparameter einen Mehrbenutzer-Schedu-
ling-Parameter umfassen; und
die Anpassung das Unterlassen des Schedu-
lings von Zugriffsterminals mit einer Signalstär-
ke über einem Schwellenwert in einem Unter-
rahmen, der an den dritten Teil der Serie von
Unterrahmen angrenzt, umfasst.

7. Verfahren (1200) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei:

die Uplink-Übertragungsparameter einen Un-
terband-Scheduling-Parameter umfassen;
die Anpassung das Scheduling eines Zugriffs-
terminals in einer ersten Teilmenge von Res-
sourcen des zweiten Teils der Serie von Unter-
rahmen umfasst; und
das erneute Bewerben die Überwachung der Si-
gnalisierung auf einer zweiten Teilmenge von
Ressourcen des zweiten Teils der Serie von Un-
terrahmen, die sich von der ersten Teilmenge
von Ressourcen unterscheidet umfasst.

8. Verfahren (1200) gemäß Anspruch 1, weiterhin um-
fassend die Übertragung einer Kanal-Reservie-
rungsnachricht, um das Kommunikationsmedium für
die Serie von Unterrahmen zu reservieren.

9. Kommunikationsvorrichtung, umfassend:

Mittel zum Bewerben (1202) um Zugriff auf ein
Kommunikationsmedium (140) für eine Serie
von Unterrahmen einer Time-Division-Duple-
xing, TDD-Rahmenstruktur;
Mittel zum Übertragen (1204) auf dem Kommu-
nikationsmedium während eines ersten Teils
der Serie von Unterrahmen;
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Mittel zum Unterlassen (1206) des Übertragens
auf dem Kommunikationsmedium während ei-
nes zweiten Teils der Serie von Unterrahmen;
Mittel zum Anpassen (1208) eines oder mehre-
rer Uplink-Übertragungsparameter im Zusam-
menhang mit einer Auslösebedingung zum Auf-
rufen eines Contention-Timers;
Mittel zum Erneuten Bewerben (1210) um den
Zugriff auf das Kommunikationsmedium für ei-
nen dritten Teil der Serie von Unterrahmen ba-
sierend auf dem Contention-Timer; und
Mittel zum Übertragen (1212) auf dem Kommu-
nikationsmedium während des dritten Teils der
Serie von Unterrahmen.

10. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 9, wobei die auslösen-
de Bedingung eine Backoff-Schwelle umfasst.

11. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 9, wobei das Mittel
zum Anpassen Mittel zum Übertragen des einen
oder mehrerer Uplink-Übertragungsparameter an
ein Zugriffsterminal umfasst, und wobei das Anpas-
sen auf einer Nähe des Zugriffsterminals zu einem
Zugriffspunkt basiert.

12. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 9, wobei:

der eine oder die mehreren Uplink-Übertra-
gungsparameter einen Übertragungs-Leis-
tungsparameter umfassen; und
das Mittel zum Anpassen Mittel zum Begrenzen
einer Signalstärke oder einer Anzahl von Über-
tragungsressourcen im Zusammenhang mit ei-
nem Zugriffsterminal unterhalb eines mit der
Auslösebedingung verbundenen Pegels um-
fasst.

13. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 9, wobei:

der eine oder die mehreren Uplink-Übertra-
gungsparameter einen Mehrbenutzer-Schedu-
ling-Parameter umfassen; und
das Mittel zum Anpassen Mittel zum Unterlas-
sen des Schedulings von Zugriffsterminals mit
einer Signalstärke über einem Schwellenwert in
einem Unterrahmen, der an den dritten Teil der
Serie von Unterrahmen angrenzt, umfasst.

14. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 9, wobei:

die Uplink-Übertragungsparameter einen Un-
terband-Scheduling-Parameter umfassen;
das Mittel zum Anpassen Mittel zum Scheduling
eines Zugriffsterminals in einer ersten Teilmen-
ge von Ressourcen des zweiten Teils der Serie
von Unterrahmen umfasst; und
das Mittel zum erneuten Bewerben Mittel zur
Überwachung der Signalisierung auf einer zwei-

ten Teilmenge von Ressourcen des zweiten
Teils der Serie von Unterrahmen, die sich von
der ersten Teilmenge von Ressourcen unter-
scheidet umfasst.

15. Computerprogramm umfassen Programmanwei-
sungen, die computerausführbar sind, um alle
Schritte des Verfahrens gemäß jedwedem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 8 zu implementieren.

Revendications

1. Un procédé de communication (1200) comprenant :

la contention (1202) pour l’accès à un support
de communication (140) pour une série de sous-
trames associées à une structure de trames de
duplexage par répartition dans le temps, TDD ;
la transmission (1204) sur le support de com-
munication durant une première portion de la
série de sous-trames ;
la renonciation (1206) à transmettre sur le sup-
port de communication durant une deuxième
portion de la série de sous-trames ;
l’ajustement (1208) d’un ou plusieurs paramè-
tres de transmission de liaison montante asso-
ciés à une condition de déclenchement pour in-
voquer un temporisateur de contention ;
la contention réitérée (1210) pour l’accès au
support de communication pour une troisième
portion de la série de sous-trames sur la base
du temporisateur de contention ; et
la transmission (1212) sur le support de com-
munication durant la troisième portion de la série
de sous-trames.

2. Le procédé (1200) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la condition de déclenchement comprend un
seuil de backoff.

3. Le procédé (1200) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel l’ajustement comprend la transmission des un
ou plusieurs paramètres de transmission de liaison
montante à un terminal d’accès.

4. Le procédé (1200) selon la revendication 3, dans
lequel l’ajustement est basé sur une proximité du
terminal d’accès par rapport à un point d’accès.

5. Le procédé (1200) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel :

les un ou plusieurs paramètres de transmission
de liaison montante comprennent un paramètre
de puissance de transmission ; et
l’ajustement comprend la limitation d’une inten-
sité du signal ou d’un nombre de ressources de
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transmission associé à un terminal d’accès au-
dessous d’un niveau associé à la condition de
déclenchement.

6. Le procédé (1200) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel :

les un ou plusieurs paramètres de transmission
de liaison montante comprennent un paramètre
de planification multiutilisateurs ; et
l’ajustement comprend la renonciation à plani-
fier n’importe quels terminaux d’accès ayant une
intensité du signal au-dessus d’un seuil dans
une sous-trame qui est adjacente à la troisième
portion de la série de sous-trames.

7. Le procédé (1200) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel :

les paramètres de transmission de liaison mon-
tante comprennent un paramètre de planifica-
tion de sous-bande ;
l’ajustement comprend la planification d’un ter-
minal d’accès dans un premier sous-ensemble
de ressources de la deuxième portion de la série
de sous-trames ; et
la contention réitérée comprend la surveillance
d’une signalisation sur un second sous-ensem-
ble de ressources de la deuxième portion de la
série de sous-trames différent du premier sous-
ensemble de ressources.

8. Le procédé (1200) selon la revendication 1, compre-
nant en outre la transmission d’un message de ré-
servation de canal pour réserver le support de com-
munication pour la série de sous-trames.

9. Un appareil de communication comprenant :

un moyen pour la contention (1202) pour l’accès
à un support de communication pour une série
de sous-trames associées à une structure de
trames de duplexage par répartition dans le
temps, TDD ;
un moyen pour la transmission (1204) sur le sup-
port de communication durant une première por-
tion de la série de sous-trames ;
un moyen pour la renonciation (1206) à trans-
mettre sur le support de communication durant
une deuxième portion de la série de sous-
trames ;
un moyen pour l’ajustement (1208) d’un ou plu-
sieurs paramètres de transmission de liaison
montante associés à une condition de déclen-
chement pour invoquer un temporisateur de
contention ;
un moyen pour la contention réitérée (1210)
pour l’accès au support de communication pour

une troisième portion de la série de sous-trames
sur la base du temporisateur de contention ; et
un moyen pour la transmission (1212) sur le sup-
port de communication durant la troisième por-
tion de la série de sous-trames.

10. L’appareil selon la revendication 9, dans lequel la
condition de déclenchement comprend un seuil de
backoff.

11. L’appareil selon la revendication 9, dans lequel le
moyen d’ajustement comprend un moyen pour la
transmission des un ou plusieurs paramètres de
transmission de liaison montante à un terminal d’ac-
cès, et dans lequel l’ajustement est basé sur une
proximité du terminal d’accès par rapport à un point
d’accès.

12. L’appareil selon la revendication 9, dans lequel :

les un ou plusieurs paramètres de transmission
de liaison montante comprennent un paramètre
de puissance de transmission ; et
le moyen d’ajustement comprend un moyen
pour la limitation d’une intensité du signal ou
d’un nombre de ressources de transmission as-
socié à un terminal d’accès au-dessous d’un ni-
veau associé à la condition de déclenchement.

13. L’appareil selon la revendication 9, dans lequel :

les un ou plusieurs paramètres de transmission
de liaison montante comprennent un paramètre
de planification multiutilisateurs ; et
le moyen d’ajustement comprend un moyen
pour la renonciation à planifier n’importe quels
terminaux d’accès ayant une intensité du signal
au-dessus d’un seuil dans une sous-trame qui
est adjacente à la troisième portion de la série
de sous-trames.

14. L’appareil selon la revendication 9, dans lequel :

les paramètres de transmission de liaison mon-
tante comprennent un paramètre de planifica-
tion de sous-bande ;
le moyen d’ajustement comprend un moyen
pour la planification d’un terminal d’accès dans
un premier sous-ensemble de ressources de la
deuxième portion de la série de sous-trames ; et
le moyen de contention réitérée comprend un
moyen pour la surveillance d’une signalisation
sur un second sous-ensemble de ressources de
la deuxième portion de la série de sous-trames
différent du premier sous-ensemble de ressour-
ces.

15. Un programme informatique comprenant des ins-
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tructions de programme qui sont exécutables par or-
dinateur pour mettre en œuvre toutes les étapes du
procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 8.
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