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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention relates to improvements in an oil
separator provided in combination with a cylinder head
cover of an internal combustion engine to separate oil
mist in blow-by gas to be discharged out of the engine
through the cylinder head cover.
[0002] As is well known, in an internal combustion en-
gine of an automotive vehicle, blow-by gas containing
unburnt gas component leaked into a crankcase from
combustion chambers of the engine is again introduced
or recirculated into the combustion chambers through an
engine air intake system, together with fresh air taken in
from the outside of the engine. In such recirculation of
blow-by gas, blow-by gas flowing through the crankcase
contains oil mist of lubricating oil. In order to prevent oil
mist from being carried to the engine intake system, in
general, an oil separator is provided in combination of a
cylinder head cover as a single unit so that the blow-by
gas is taken out from the engine after oil mist is separated
from blow-by gas by the oil separator, as disclosed in
Japanese Patent Provisional Publication Nos.
2000-45750 and 7-243317. In general, two blow-by gas
paths are connected to the cylinder head cover, in which
fresh air is introduced through one of the two blow-by
gas paths under a normal engine operating condition
while blow-by gas flows through both the two blow-by
gas paths under a high engine load operating condition.
The cylinder head cover is provided with two oil separa-
tors which are respectively used for the two blow-by gas
paths.
[0003] Many oil separators provided in combination
with the cylinder head cover have been proposed. In an
arrangement of Patent Provisional Publication No.
2000-45750, an inner plate having a plurality of small
holes for oil separation is horizontally disposed, in which
blow-by gas passed through the small holes strike
against projection portions formed at a ceiling surface.
Accordingly, oil droplets separated are spread on the up-
per surface of the inner plate thereby clogging the small
holes. This lowers an oil separation performance of the
oil separator.
[0004] In the arrangement of Patent Provisional Pub-
lication No. 7-243317, a cover-like inlet member is dis-
posed at the bottom plane of an inlet opening which is
open to the upper side of a camshaft in order to prevent
oil droplets raised up by the camshaft from directly en-
tering the inlet opening. This inlet member increases the
whole height of the cylinder head cover by an amount
corresponding to the inlet member.
[0005] Document JP 2000 045749 A discloses a sep-
arator comprising a container body of which the lower
surface moulded integrally with a cylinder head cover is
opened and a bottom lid body fixed to the lower surface,
the container body comprises a plurality of first baffles,
and an outlet of the blow-by gas, the bottom lid body

comprises a plurality of second baffles alternately form-
ing a gas passage zigzag in the lateral and vertical di-
rections with the first baffles, and further comprises a gas
inlet near a side wall of the cylinder head, and a drain
through-hole of the separated oil on the opposite side,
further an enclosure frame body totally covering the gas
inlet and extended to an end wall of the container body
is mounted on the lower side of the bottom lid body, a
projecting collar piece is mounted on an opening end of
the enclosure frame body for preventing the oil on a cyl-
inder head splashed up by a valve gear mechanism from
coming into the container body, and only the atomized
oil In the blow-by gas Is treated in the separator.
[0006] Document JP 2003 001030 A shows a blow bye
gas passage for passing the blow bye gas to recover the
oil contained in the gas. The oil discharge groove for re-
ceiving the recovered oil and discharging out of the pas-
sage is formed in the bottom of the blow bye gas passage.
A gas flow changing means for changing the flow of the
blow bye gas flowing in the groove is provided in the oil
discharge groove. The gas flow changing means is pro-
vided to be nearly In the oil discharge groove and is com-
posed of a rib having an opening part for passing the oil.
A partition plate for partitioning the blow bye gas passage
nearly zigzag is provided.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] It is, therefore, an object of the present invention
is to provide an improved oil separator provided in com-
bination with a cylinder head cover of an internal com-
bustion engine, which can effectively overcome draw-
backs encountered in conventional oil separators provid-
ed in combination with a cylinder head cover.
[0008] Another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an improved oil separator provided in combination
with a cylinder head cover of an internal combustion en-
gine, which makes it possible to reduce the whole height
of the cylinder head cover, while its fine passages for
separation of oil mist can be effectively prevented from
being clogged with separated oil mist so as to provide a
stable oil separation performance.
[0009] A further object of the present invention is to
provide an improved oil separator provided in combina-
tion with a cylinder head cover of an internal combustion
engine, whose vertical dimension can be minimized,
while a partition wall formed with fine passages is verti-
cally disposed.
[0010] An aspect of the present invention resides in an
oil separator provided in combination with a cylinder head
cover of an internal combustion engine to separate oil
mist from blow-by gas to be discharged out through the
cylinder head cover. The oil separator comprises a sep-
arator cover fixed to an inner surface of the cylinder head
cover defining a space extending in a first direction per-
pendicular to axis of a camshaft in plan, between the
separator cover and the cylinder head cover. The sepa-
rator cover includes a first end section having an opening
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through which the space is opened to a valve operating
chamber. A partition wall is provided to define in the
space an inlet-side separator chamber and an outlet-side
separator chamber which are located on opposite sides
of the partition wall. The inlet-side separator chamber is
located adjacent the opening. The outlet-side separator
chamber is defined by a second end section of the sep-
arator cover. The second end section is opposite to the
first end section in the first direction. The partition wall
extends in a second direction parallel with the axis of the
camshaft and being formed with a plurality of fine pas-
sages which pass through the partition wall. Additionally,
a plurality of projection walls project from a part of the
inner surface of the cylinder head cover which faces the
valve operating chamber through the opening. The pro-
jection walls project toward the valve operating chamber
and extending in the second direction, the projection
walls being located separate from each other.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] In the drawings, like reference numerals desig-
nate like parts and elements throughout all the figures:

Fig. 1 is a bottom view of a cylinder head cover of
an internal combustion engine, provided with an em-
bodiment of an oil separator according to the present
invention;
Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the oil separator
of Fig. 1 in the state of being installed to a cylinder
head of the internal combustion engine;
Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view of the oil separator
of Fig. 1 taken in the direction of arrows substantially
along the line A-A of Fig. 1;
Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view similar to Fig. 3 but
showing another embodiment of the oil separator ac-
cording to the present invention; and
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view of a part of
the oil separator of Fig. 4, cutout in the direction of
arrows substantially along the line B-B of Fig. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0012] Referring now to Figs. 1 and 2, an embodiment
of an oil separator according to the present invention is
illustrated to be provided in combination with a cylinder
head cover 1 of an internal combustion engine. The in-
ternal combustion engine is of the in-line 4-cylinder type.
Fig. 1 shows an inside arrangement of the cylinder head
cover 1. This cylinder head cover 1 is installed together
with a seal member 4 on a cylinder head 2 of the internal
combustion engine as shown in Fig. 2, and defines a
valve operating chamber 3 for accommodating a valve
operating mechanism (not shown) of a so-called DOHC
type. The valve operating chamber 3 is in communication
with a crankcase of the side of a cylinder block (not
shown). Blow-by gas flows from the crankcase to the
valve operating chamber 3 and then is guided to the out-

side of the engine through a blow-by gas passage (not
shown) connected to the cylinder head cover 1.
[0013] The cylinder head cover 1 is formed of plastic
such as polyamide and includes a main body (not iden-
tified) which is formed generally dome-shaped. The cyl-
inder head cover 1 is provided with a peripheral section
formed with six bolt insertion holes 11 in which bolts (not
shown) are respectively inserted for connection of the
cylinder head cover with the cylinder head 2. Additionally,
the cylinder head cover 1 is formed with four spark plug
holes 12 which are located at positions which respective-
ly correspond to centers of cylinder bores of Nos. 1 to 4
engine cylinders (not shown). Spark plugs (not shown)
are fixedly disposed respectively in the spark plug holes
12. Nos. 1 and 4 engine cylinders are located opposite
to each other, in which Nos. 2 and 3 engine cylinders are
located between the Nos. 1 and 4 engine cylinders. The
oil separator 5 of the present invention is located between
the spark plug hole positioned corresponding to No. 1
engine cylinder and the spark plug hole positioned cor-
responding to No. 2 engine cylinder. Specifically, the oil
separator 5 includes a separator cover 15 which is formed
of plastic such as polyamide and fabricated independ-
ently from the cylinder head cover 1. The separator cover
15 is installed to the inside surface at the top section and
generally extends in a lateral direction of the cylinder
head cover 1 or in a direction perpendicular to the axes
of camshafts 16 in plan or in Fig. 1. More specifically, as
shown in Fig. 1, the separator cover 15 is generally L-
shaped in plan, in which a main body section of the sep-
arator cover 15 extends in the lateral direction of the cyl-
inder head cover 1 while an auxiliary body section ex-
tends in a direction parallel to the axes of the camshafts
16. The auxiliary body section of the separator cover 15
extends to such a position as to cover a blow-gas dis-
charge opening 17 formed in the main body of the cylinder
head cover 1. A pipe (not shown) is connected to the
blow-gas discharge opening 17. The main body section
and the auxiliary body section of the separator cover 15
define respectively a main chamber and an auxiliary
chamber. The peripheral section of the separator cover
15 is welded to a projection wall (not identified) projected
from the inside surface of the main body of the cylinder
head cover 1 and extending along a peripheral section
of the separator cover 15.
[0014] As shown in Fig. 3 which is a cross-section tak-
en along a line A-A of Fig. 1, the inside (or the main
chamber) of the oil separator 5 constructed of the sepa-
rator cover 15 and the main body of the cylinder head
cover 1 includes an inlet chamber 21, an inlet-side sep-
arator chamber 22 and an outlet-side separator chamber
23. The inlet chamber 21 is located at one end side of
the extending main chamber of the oil separator 5. The
outlet-side separator chamber 23 is located at the other
end side of the extending main chamber of the oil sepa-
rator 5. The inlet-side separator chamber 22 is located
between the inlet chamber 21 and the outlet-side sepa-
rator chamber 23. An end section of the separator cover
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15 defining the inlet chamber 21 is formed with a rectan-
gular (in plan) opening 24 through which the inlet cham-
ber 21 is open to the valve operating chamber 3. The
opening 24 is defined by a rectangular (in plan) inner
peripheral edge 24a of the separator cover 15. While the
rectangular opening 24 has been shown leaving a gen-
erally frame-like peripheral portion, it will be understood
that the opening may be formed by cut out a part of the
end section of the separator 15 defining the inlet chamber
21.
[0015] The inlet chamber 21 and the inlet-side sepa-
rator chamber 22 is separated from each other by a par-
tition wall 25 which is projected downward from the inside
surface (ceiling) of the main body of the cylinder head
cover 1. The lower end of the partition wall 25 is separate
from a separator chamber bottom wall 27 forming part of
the separator cover 15 and defining the inlet-side sepa-
rator chamber 22, thereby forming a slit-like gas inlet 26.
The partition wall 25 extends in a direction parallel with
the axes of the camshafts 16. An inlet chamber bottom
wall 28 is left between the inner peripheral edge 24a for
the opening 24 and a gas inlet portion (not identified) of
the separator chamber bottom wall 27 defining the gas
inlet 26. The inlet chamber bottom wall 28 has a width
(dimension in the direction perpendicular to the axes of
the camshafts 16 in plan) of about half of that of the open-
ing 24. In other words, about 1/3 (in area) of the bottom
part (located adjacent the above-mentioned gas inlet por-
tion) of the inlet chamber 21 is covered with the inlet
chamber bottom wall 28, while the remaining about 2/3
(in area) of the bottom part of the inlet chamber 21 opens
as the opening 24. The level or height position of the inlet
chamber bottom wall 28 is slightly lower than that of the
separator chamber bottom wall 27, thereby forming a
step portion 29 between the above-mentioned gas inlet
portion of the separator chamber bottom wall 27 and the
inlet chamber bottom wall 28. One of the camshafts 16
are located under the opening 24, in which the length
(vertical dimension) of the partition wall 25 and the length
(horizontal dimension) of the inlet chamber bottom wall
28 (i.e., location of a part of the inner peripheral edge
24a of inlet chamber bottom wall 28) are set to prevent
oil droplets tangentially scattered from the rotating cam-
shaft 16 from directly entering the gas inlet 26.
[0016] The inlet-side separator chamber 22 and the
outlet-side separator chamber 23 are separated from
each other by a partition wall 31 forming part of the sep-
arator cover 15. The partition wall 31 extends laterally or
in a direction parallel with the axes of the camshafts 16,
and extends upwardly to reach the inside surface of the
main body of the cylinder head cover 1. The partition wall
31 is formed with a plurality of fine passages 32 which
extend horizontally or in a direction perpendicular to the
axes of the camshafts 16 in plan. Each fine passage 32
passes through the partition wall 31. It will be understood
that the partition wall 31 is formed relatively thick in order
to ensure a certain length of the fine passages 32. While
the partition wall 31 has been shown and described as

being integrally formed as a part of the separator cover
15, it will be understood that the partition wall 31 is not
limited to have such a structure, and therefore the parti-
tion wall 31 may be formed as a separate part independ-
ent from the separator cover 15.
[0017] The partition wall 31 formed with the fine pas-
sages 32 serves as a kind of filter so as to accomplish
separation of oil mist. An uneven plate 33 is formed in-
tegral with the cylinder head cover 1 and extends down-
ward. The uneven plate 33 is located opposite to the par-
tition wall 31 so in such a manner as to be slightly sep-
arate from the partition wall 3, so that it is generally par-
allel with the partition wall 31. The uneven plate 33 is
formed at a surface facing the partition wall 31 with a
plurality of linear grooves 33a and linear projections 33b
which extend vertically or in a direction perpendicular to
the axes of the camshafts 16, in a plane perpendicular
to the axes of the camshafts 16. Each of the liner grooves
33a and each of the linear projections 33b are located
alternately so that a linear projection 33b is located be-
tween adjacent two linear grooves 33a. Accordingly, flow
of blow-by gas passed through the fine passages 32 then
strike against the uneven surface of the uneven plate 33.
More specifically, a part of blow-by gas strikes against
the top surfaces of the linear projections 33b upon being
diffused, while the remaining part advances into the linear
grooves 33a and then strikes against the bottom surface
of each liner groove 33a and the side surfaces of the
linear grooves 33a a plurality of times, in which oil mist
is separated every strikes. Blow-by gas struck against
the linear grooves 33a and the linear projections 33b
moves upward or downward along the linear grooves 33a
and projections 33b, and then flows into the outlet-side
separator chamber 23.
[0018] A drain pipe 35 is formed integral with the sep-
arator chamber bottom wall 27 and extends downward
in order to drain oil droplets separated from blow-by gas
to the side of the valve operating chamber 3. The inside
of the drain pipe 35 is contiguous with the bottom part of
the inlet-side separator chamber 22. The drain pipe 35
is generally in the shape of a flattened cylinder as seen
from Fig. 1, and extends into the valve operating chamber
3. The drain pipe 35 has a tip end section formed with a
small discharge opening (not identified) through which
the separated oil droplets are discharged into the valve
operating chamber 3. Similarly, a drain pipe 36 is formed
integral with a separator chamber bottom wall (of the sep-
arator cover 15) defining the outlet-side separator cham-
ber 23 and extends downward in order to drain oil droplets
separated from blow-by gas to the side of the valve op-
erating chamber 3. The outlet-side separator chamber
23 is formed generally L-shaped in plan and extends to
the side of the No. 1 engine cylinder as shown in Fig. 1.
The blow-by gas discharge opening 17 formed in the cyl-
inder head cover 1 is in communication with the outlet-
side separator chamber 23.
[0019] A plurality of projection walls 41 are formed at
a part (defining the inlet chamber 21) of the inside surface
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or ceiling of the main body of the cylinder head cover 1
and extend downward or in a direction parallel with the
axes of the camshafts 16. The projection walls 41 are
arranged parallel with each other and spaced from each
other with a suitable distance between the adjacent pro-
jection walls 41. In this embodiment, four projection walls
41 are formed at equal intervals in a part of the inside
surface of the main body of the cylinder head cover 1
which part corresponds to the opening 24. The part of
the inside surface of the main body of the cylinder head
cover 1 is inclined in a direction perpendicular to the axes
of the camshafts 16 on the plane perpendicular to the
axes of the camshafts 16, thereby forming inclined inner
and outer surface of the main body of the cylinder head
cover 1. The inclined outer surface of the main body of
the cylinder head cover 1 is provided to avoid the inter-
ference with an EGR valve (not shown) of an exhaust
system of the engine. In other words, a space above the
inclined outer surface of the main body of the cylinder
head cover 1 is for the EGR valve. Thus, the main body
of the cylinder head cover 1 is formed partly depressed
to provide the space for the EGR valve.
[0020] With the oil separator 5 arranged as discussed
above, when blow-by gas within the valve operating
chamber 3 moves toward the blow-by gas discharge
opening 17, it first goes to the inlet chamber 21 through
the opening 24 and then passes through the slit-like gas
inlet 26 to enter the inlet-side separator chamber 22. As
will be understood, even during a time where blow-by
gas flows from the inlet chamber 21 to the inlet-side sep-
arator chamber 22, a certain amount of oil mist can be
separated to form oil droplets. Then, oil mist is effectively
separated upon passing of blow-gas through the fine pas-
sages 32, and further separated upon striking of blow-by
gas against the uneven surface of the uneven plate 33
after passing of blow-gas through the fine passages 32,
thereby forming oil droplets at the bottom part of the inlet-
side and outlet-side separator chambers 21, 23. Addi-
tionally, since the volume of the outlet-side separator
chamber 23 is considerably large, the flow rate of blow-
by gas lowers so that oil mist is separated here by its
own weight thereby forming oil droplets. The oil droplets
are collected at the bottom parts of the respective inlet-
side and outlet-side separator chambers 21, 23, and then
drop into the valve operating chamber 3 through the drain
pipes 35, 36. Here, in the thus arranged oil separator 5,
blow-by gas basically flows along the width direction of
the cylinder head cover 1 or the lateral direction perpen-
dicular to the axes of the camshafts 16, and therefore a
sufficiently long passage for blow-by gas can be ensured
in a region from the inlet chamber 21 to the blow-by gas
discharge opening 17, thereby providing a good oil sep-
aration performance. Oil droplets adhered to the vertical-
ly disposed partition wall 31 smoothly flows down along
the surface of the partition wall 31, thereby preventing
the fine passages 32 from being clogged with oil droplets
thus providing a stable oil separation performance.
[0021] Additionally, with rotation of the camshaft 16

located under the opening 24 of the separator cover 15,
oil droplets are scattered in a tangential direction from
the camshaft 16. The oil droplets will strike against and
be reflected on the inner surface or ceiling defining the
inlet chamber 21; however, the oil droplets can be pre-
vented from directly entering the gas inlet 26 upon being
interrupted with the projection walls 41. Particularly in
case that the inner surface or ceiling defining the inlet
chamber 21 is inclined, there is the fear that oil droplets
moved upward to the ceiling are reflected on the ceiling
toward the side of the gas inlet 26 if no projection wall 41
is provided. According to this embodiment, the projection
walls 41 are parallelly arranged so that reflected oil drop-
lets can be securely prevented from entering the gas inlet
26. Oil droplets struck and adhered to the projection walls
41 gradually grow to large oil droplets and drop from the
projection walls 41 into the valve operating chamber 3
by its own weight.
[0022] Thus, according to this embodiment, as shown
in Fig. 2, it is possible to locate the opening 24 to be
relatively close to the upper side of the camshaft 16, mak-
ing it unnecessary to use a cover or the like for covering
the under side of the opening 24. This not only makes
the cylinder head cover 1 itself small-sized but also fur-
ther lowers the level of the upper surface of the cylinder
head cover 1 assembled in the internal combustion en-
gine.
[0023] Furthermore, according to this embodiment, the
oil separator 5 is constituted of two members, i.e., the
cylinder head cover 1 and the separator cover 15 which
respectively molded with plastics, thereby facilitating as-
sembly of the oil separator 5 while lowering the produc-
tion cost of the oil separator 15.
[0024] As discussed above, two (first and second)
blow-by gas paths are required for recirculation of blow-
by gas into the engine cylinders, in which fresh air is
introduced into the engine cylinders through one (first)
blow-by gas path in a low and medium load engine op-
erating range of the engine. The above oil separator 5 is
provided for the first blow-by gas path which serves also
as a fresh air introduction passage for introducing fresh
air into the engine cylinders. As shown in Fig. 1, another
oil separator 6 is provided between the spark plug hole
12 corresponding to the No. 3 engine cylinder and the
spark plug hole 12 corresponding to the No. 4 engine
cylinder. A second blow-by gas path provided with a so-
called PCV valve is connected to this oil separator 6.
[0025] Figs. 4 and 5 illustrate another embodiment of
the oil separator according to the present invention, sim-
ilar to the above embodiment of Figs. 1 to 3 except for
being partially modified.
[0026] In this embodiment, the inlet chamber bottom
wall 28 adjacent the opening 24 of the separator cover
15 does not form a horizontal surface, and forms an in-
clined surface which is low in level at the side of the open-
ing 24 as compared with at the opposite side. More spe-
cifically, as clearly shown in Fig. 5, the inlet chamber
bottom wall 28 includes first and second rectangular
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plate-like sections which are integrally connected to each
other to form an upper surface which is generally V-
shaped in cross-section so that a trough line T is formed
between the first and second rectangular plate-like sec-
tions. The trough line T gradually lowers in level in a di-
rection toward the opening 24. As same as in the above
embodiment of Figs. 1 to 3, the step portion 29 is provided
between the gas inlet portion of the separator chamber
bottom wall 27 and the inlet chamber bottom wall 28. Fig.
5 is a fragmentary perspective view of a part of the oil
separator 5 combined with the cylinder head cover 1,
cutout generally along the line B-B of Fig. 4 for the pur-
pose of facilitating understanding of the oil separator of
this embodiment.
[0027] With this arrangement, for example, in case that
oil mist strikes against the ceiling of the inlet chamber 21
and drops as oil droplets on the inlet chamber bottom
wall 28, the oil droplets tend to readily flow down along
the inclined surface of the inlet chamber bottom wall 28,
thereby preventing the oil droplets from entering the inlet-
side separator chamber 22 through the gas inlet 26. Par-
ticularly, oil droplets on the inlet chamber bottom wall 28
is liable to be pushed toward the gas inlet 26 under the
action of blow-by gas flowing from the opening 24 toward
the gas inlet 26. However, since the step section 29 exists
between the inlet chamber bottom wall 28 and the gas
inlet 26, and therefore the oil droplets can be securely
dammed up so that they flow down along the inclined
surface of the inlet chamber bottom wall 28 upon the oil
droplets growing into somewhat large oil droplets.
[0028] As appreciated from the above, according to
the present invention, it is unnecessary to provide a sep-
arate cover member or the like below the opening 24 of
the separator cover so that the opening 24 is open to the
lower side as it is. Consequently, the vertical dimension
of the oil separator can be minimized thereby reducing
the whole height of the cylinder head cover. Additionally,
blow-by gas passes in a lateral direction through the fine
passages formed in the vertically disposed partition wall,
and therefore the fine passages of the partition wall can
be prevented from being clogged with separated oil drop-
lets thereby obtaining a stable oil separation perform-
ance.
[0029] Although the invention has been described
above by reference to certain embodiments of the inven-
tion, the invention is not limited to the embodiments de-
scribed above. Modifications and variations of the em-
bodiments described above will occur to those skilled in
the art, in light of the above teachings. The scope of the
invention is defined with reference to the following claims.

Claims

1. An oil separator (5) provided in combination with a
cylinder head cover (1) of an internal combustion
engine to separate oil mist from blow-by gas to be
discharged out through the cylinder head cover (1),

the oil separator (5) comprising:

a separator cover (15) fixed to an inner surface
of the cylinder head cover (1) defining a space
extending in a first direction perpendicular to ax-
is of a camshaft (16) in plan, between the sep-
arator cover (15) and the cylinder head cover
(1), the separator cover (15) including a first end
section having an opening (24) through which
the space is opened to a valve operating cham-
ber (3);
a partition wall (31) defining in the space an inlet-
side separator chamber (22) and an outlet-side
separator chamber (23) which are located on
opposite sides of the partition wall (31), the inlet-
side separator chamber (22) being located ad-
jacent the opening (24), the outlet-side separa-
tor chamber (23) being defined by a second end
section of the separator cover (15), the second
end section being opposite to the first end sec-
tion in the first direction, the partition wall (31)
extending in a second direction parallel with the
axis of the camshaft (16) and being formed with
a plurality of fine passages (32) which pass
through the partition wall (31); and
a plurality of projection walls (41) projecting from
a part of the inner surface of the cylinder head
cover (1) which faces the valve operating cham-
ber through the opening (24), the projection
walls (41) projecting toward the valve operating
chamber (3) and extending in the second direc-
tion, the projection walls (41) being located sep-
arate from each other.

2. An oil separator (5) as claimed in Claim 1, wherein
the projection walls (41) and the opening (24) of the
separator cover (15) are located above the camshaft
(16).

3. An oil separator (5) as claimed in Claim 1, wherein
the part of the inner surface of the cylinder head cov-
er (1) is inclined in a manner that level of the part
rises in a direction toward the inlet-side separator
chamber (22).

4. An oil separator (5) as claimed in Claim 1, further
comprising a partition wall (25) projecting from the
inner surface of the cylinder head cover (1) toward
the separator cover (15), the partition wall (25) hav-
ing a lower end separate from the separator cover
(15) to form a slit-like gas inlet (26).

5. An oil separator (5) as claimed in Claim 4, wherein
the separator cover (15) has an inlet chamber bottom
wall (28) defining the inlet chamber (21), located be-
tween the opening (24) of the separator cover (15)
and the slit-like gas inlet (26), the inlet chamber bot-
tom wall (28) inclining in a manner that a first portion
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is lower in level than a second portion, the first portion
being adjacent the opening (24), the second portion
being adjacent the slit-like gas inlet (26).

6. An oil separator (5) as claimed in Claim 5, wherein
the separator cover (15) has a step portion (29) lo-
cated between the inlet chamber bottom wall (28)
and the slit-like gas inlet (26) so that the slit-like gas
inlet (26) is located higher in level than the inlet cham-
ber bottom wall (28).

7. An oil separator (5) as claimed in Claim 1, wherein
the separator cover (15) is a molded member formed
of plastic, wherein the cylinder head cover (1) is a
molded member formed of plastic.

Patentansprüche

1. Ölabscheider (5), der in Kombination mit einem Zy-
linderkopfdeckel (1) eines Verbrennungsmotors vor-
handen ist, um Ölnebel von Kurbelgehäusegas zu
trennen, das über den Zylinderkopfdeckel (1) aus-
gestoßen werden soll, wobei der Ölabscheider (5)
umfasst:

eine Abscheider-Abdeckung (15), die an einer
Innenfläche des Zylinderkopfdeckels (1) befe-
stigt ist und einen Raum begrenzt, der sich, in
Draufsicht, in einer ersten Richtung senkrecht
zur Achse einer Nockenwelle (16) zwischen der
Abscheider-Abdekkung (15) und dem Zylinder-
kopfdeckel (1) erstreckt, wobei die Abscheider-
Abdeckung (15) einen ersten Endabschnitt mit
einer Öffnung (24) enthält, über die sich der
Raum zu einer Ventilbetätigungskammer (3) öff-
net;
eine Trennwand (31), die in dem Raum eine Ein-
lassseiten-Abscheiderkammer (22) und
eine Auslassseiten-Abscheiderkammer (23) bil-
det, die an einander gegenüberliegenden Seiten
der Trennwand (31) angeordnet sind, wobei die
Einlassseiten-Abscheiderkammer (22) an die
Öffnung (24) angrenzt, die Auslassseiten-Ab-
scheiderkammer (23) durch einen zweiten End-
abschnitt der Abscheider-Abdeckung (15) gebil-
det wird, der zweite Endabschnitt dem ersten
Endabschnitt in der ersten Richtung gegenüber
liegt, sich die Trennwand (31) in einer zweiten
Richtung parallel zu der Achse der Nockenwelle
(16) erstreckt und mit einer Vielzahl dünner
Durchlässe (32) versehen ist, die durch die
Trennwand (31) hindurch verlaufen; und
einer Vielzahl von Vorsprungswänden (41), die
von einem Teil der Innenfläche des Zylinder-
kopfdeckels (1) vorstehen, der der Ventilbetäti-
gungskammer über die Öffnung (24) zugewandt
ist, wobei die Vorsprungswände (41) zu der Ven-

tilbetätigungskammer (3) hin vorstehen und sich
in der zweiten Richtung erstrecken und die Vor-
sprungswände (41) separat voneinander ange-
ordnet sind.

2. Ölabscheider (5) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Vor-
sprungswände (41) und die Öffnung (24) der Ab-
scheider-Abdeckung (15) oberhalb der Nockenwelle
(16) angeordnet sind.

3. Ölabscheider (5) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Teil
der Innenfläche des Zylinderkopfdeckels (1) so ge-
neigt ist, dass die Höhe des Teils in einer Richtung
zu der Einlassseiten-Abscheiderkammer (22) hin
ansteigt.

4. Ölabscheider (5) nach Anspruch 1, der des Weiteren
eine Trennwand (25) umfasst, die von der Innenflä-
che des Zylinderkopfdeckels (1) zu der Abscheider-
Abdeckung (15) hin vorsteht, wobei die Trennwand
(25) ein unteres Ende separat von der Abscheider-
Abdeckung (15) hat, so dass ein schlitzartiger
Gaseinlass (26) entsteht.

5. Ölabscheider (5) nach Anspruch 4, wobei die Ab-
scheider-Abdeckung (15) eine Einlasskammer-Bo-
denwand (28) hat, die die Einlasskammer (21) be-
grenzt, die zwischen der Öffnung (24) der Abschei-
der-Abdeckung (15) und dem schlitzartigen Gasein-
lass (26) angeordnet ist, und die Einlasskammer-
Bodenwand (28) so geneigt ist, dass die Höhe eines
ersten Abschnitts niedriger ist als die eines zweiten
Abschnitts, wobei der erste Abschnitt an die Öffnung
(24) angrenzt und der zweite Abschnitt an den
schlitzartigen Gaseinlass (26) angrenzt.

6. Ölabscheider (5) nach Anspruch 5, wobei die Ab-
scheider-Abdeckung (15) einen Absatzabschnitt
(29) hat, der sich zwischen der Einlasskammer-Bo-
denwand (28) und dem schlitzartigen Gaseinlass
(26) befindet, so dass der schlitzartige Gaseinlass
(26) höher liegt als die Einlasskammer-Bodenwand
(28).

7. Ölabscheider (5) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Ab-
scheider-Abdeckung (15) ein aus Kunststoff beste-
hendes geformtes Element ist und der Zylinderkopf-
deckel (1) ein aus Kunststoff bestehendes geformtes
Element ist.

Revendications

1. Séparateur d’huile (5) prévu en combinaison avec
un couvercle de culasse (1) d’un moteur à combus-
tion interne pour séparer le brouillard d’huile du gaz
de soufflage à décharger à travers le couvercle de
culasse (1), le séparateur d’huile (5) comprenant :
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un couvercle de séparateur (15) fixé à une sur-
face intérieure du couvercle de culasse (1) dé-
finissant un espace s’étendant dans une pre-
mière direction perpendiculaire à l’axe d’un ar-
bre à cames (16) dans le plan, entre le couvercle
de séparateur (15) et le couvercle de culasse
(1), le couvercle de séparateur (15) incluant une
première section d’extrémité ayant une ouver-
ture (24) à travers laquelle l’espace est ouvert
sur une chambre de fonctionnement de soupa-
pes (3) ;
une cloison de séparation (31) définissant dans
l’espace une chambre de séparateur côté ad-
mission (22) et une chambre de séparateur côté
refoulement (23) qui sont situées sur des côtés
opposés de la cloison de séparation (31), la
chambre de séparateur côté admission (22)
étant située adjacente à l’ouverture (24), la
chambre de séparateur côté refoulement (23)
étant définie par une seconde section d’extré-
mité du couvercle de séparateur (15), la secon-
de section d’extrémité étant opposée à la pre-
mière section d’extrémité dans la première di-
rection, la cloison de séparation (31) s’étendant
dans une seconde direction parallèle à l’axe de
l’arbre à cames (16) et étant formée par plu-
sieurs passages fins (32) qui passent à travers
la cloison de séparation (31) ; et
plusieurs cloisons en saillie (41) dépassant
d’une partie de la surface intérieure du couvercle
de culasse (1) qui fait face à la chambre de fonc-
tionnement de soupapes à travers l’ouverture
(24), les cloisons en saillie (41) dépassant vers
la chambre de fonctionnement de soupapes (3)
et s’étendant dans la seconde direction, les cloi-
sons en saillie (41) étant situées séparées les
unes des autres.

2. Séparateur d’huile (5) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel les cloisons en saillie (41) et l’ouverture (24)
du couvercle de séparateur (15) sont situées au-des-
sus de l’arbre à cames (16).

3. Séparateur d’huile (5) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la partie de la surface intérieure du couvercle
de culasse (1) est inclinée de sorte qu’un niveau de
la partie s’élève dans une direction vers la chambre
de séparateur côté admission (22).

4. Séparateur d’huile (5) selon la revendication 1, com-
prenant en outre une cloison de séparation (25) en
saillie par rapport à la surface intérieure du couvercle
de culasse (1) vers le couvercle de séparateur (15),
la cloison de séparation (25) ayant une extrémité
inférieure séparée du couvercle de séparateur (15)
pour former une admission de gaz semblable à une
fente (26).

5. Séparateur d’huile (5) selon la revendication 4, dans
lequel le couvercle de séparateur (15) possède une
paroi de fond (28) de chambre d’admission définis-
sant la chambre d’admission (21), située entre
l’ouverture (24) du couvercle de séparateur (15) et
l’admission de gaz semblable à une fente (26), la
paroi de fond (28) de chambre d’admission s’incli-
nant de sorte qu’une première partie est inférieure
en niveau à une seconde partie, la première partie
étant adjacente à l’ouverture (24), la seconde partie
étant adjacente à l’admission de gaz semblable à
une fente (26).

6. Séparateur d’huile (5) selon la revendication 5, dans
lequel le couvercle de séparateur (15) possède une
partie en échelon (29) située entre la paroi de fond
(28) de chambre d’admission et l’admission de gaz
semblable à une fente (26) de sorte que l’admission
de gaz semblable à une fente (26) est située plus
haut en niveau que la paroi de fond de chambre d’ad-
mission (28).

7. Séparateur d’huile (5) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le couvercle de séparateur (15) est un élément
moulé formé de plastique, dans lequel le couvercle
de culasse (1) est un élément moulé formé de plas-
tique.
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