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(54) Optical amplifier and optical amplifying apparatus

(57) An optical amplifier (100) amplifies signal light
and includes a pump light source (110) that outputs pump
light of a wavelength different from that of the signal light;
a combining unit (120) that combines the signal light and
the pump light output by the pump light source (110), to
output combined light; an amplifying unit (130) that has

non-linear optical media (131, 133) that transmit the com-
bined light to amplify the signal light, the amplifying unit
(130) further removing, in the non-linear optical media
(131, 133), idler light generated from the signal light and
the pump light, and outputting light that results; and an
extraction filter (140) that extracts the signal light from
the light output by the amplifying unit (130).
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Description

FIELD

[0001] The embodiments discussed herein are related
to an optical amplifier and optical amplifying apparatus.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Conventional technologies for amplifying signal
light include erbium doped fiber amplifiers (EDFAs) and
optical parametric amplifiers (OPAs) employing a non-
linear optical medium. The EDFAs have a gain band that
is dependent on a doped rare-earth element (Er). By con-
trast, the optical parametric amplifier, whose gain band
is secured by adjusting a zero-dispersion wavelength of
an optical fiber, is capable of obtaining a wide gain band-
width (see, e.g., Ho, M-C., et al, "200-nm-Bandwidth Fib-
er Optical Amplifier Combining Parametric and Roman
Gain," J. Light. Technol, 19, pp. 977-981, 2001) and a
high gain volume (see, e.g., Torounidis, Thomas, et al,
"Fiber-Optical Parametric Amplifier With 70-dB Gain,"
IEEE Photon. Technol. Lett, 18, pp 1194-1196, 2006).
The optical parametric amplifier is capable of realizing a
low noise figure (see, e.g., Tong, C., et al., "Measurement
of Sub-1 dB Noise Figure in a Non-Degenerate Cascad-
ed Phase-Sensitive Fibre Parametric Amplifier," 35th Eu-
ropean Conference on Optical Communication, Paper
1.1.2, 2009).
[0003] The EDFA, which amplifies the signal light by
a stimulated emission process having a relatively slow
relaxation time, does not change the waveform of the
signal light even in the range of input power with gain
saturation. By contrast, the optical parametric amplifier,
which amplifies the signal light by a high-speed paramet-
ric process, produces a non-linear output relative to the
intensity of the signal light waveform in the range of input
power with gain saturation and therefore, can be used
as a waveform shaper as well.
[0004] The optical parametric amplification is realized
by combining the signal light and pump light of a wave-
length near the zero-dispersion wavelength of the non-
linear optical medium and inside the non-linear optical
medium, amplifies the signal light by the optical paramet-
ric process. The optical parametric amplifier is provided
with, for example, the pump light of a wavelength different
from that of the signal light; an optical coupler that com-
bines the signal light and the pump light; the non-linear
optical medium; and an optical filter that takes out the
signal light.
[0005] The conventional technologies described
above, however, optical signals which are allocated at
an anomalous dispersion wavelength of the non-linear
optical medium is deteriorated by increase of its noise
due to the phenomenon of modulation instability (non-
linear optical effect). This causes a problem in that noise
increases and the signal quality deteriorates at the time
the signal light is amplified. The increase in noise caused

by the optical parametric amplification will be specifically
described.
[0006] FIGS. 8A to 8D depict an increase in noise due
to optical parametric amplification. In FIGS. 8A to 8D, the
horizontal axis represents the wavelength (λ) and the
vertical axis represents the optical power. As depicted in
FIG. 8A, in the optical parametric amplifier, signal light
801 and pump light 802, respectively of wavelengths dif-
fering from each other, are combined and input to the
non-linear optical medium. A wavelength λs represents
the wavelength of the signal light 801. A wavelength λp
represents the wavelength of the pump light 802.
[0007] As depicted in FIG. 8B, when the signal light
801 and the pump light 802 are input to the non-linear
optical medium, idler light 803 is generated by four-wave
mixing as a high-order effect. Wavelength λi represents
the wavelength of the idler light 803. Since the wave-
length λi of the idler light 803 is the anomalous dispersion
wavelength, the noise of the idler light 803 increases, as
depicted in FIG. 8C.
[0008] For this reason, the idler light 803 having in-
creased noise modulates the intensity of the pump light
802 and the pump light 802 comes to have great noise,
as depicted in FIG. 8D. The pump light 802 having great
noise modulates the intensity of the signal light 801 and
therefore, the noise of the signal light 801 increases.
Thus, since the optical parametric amplification gener-
ates the idler light 803 in a non-linear optical medium,
the noise of the signal light 801 increases due to modu-
lation instability (non-linear optical effect).

SUMMARY

[0009] It is an object in one aspect of the embodiments
to at least solve the above problems in the conventional
technologies.
[0010] According to an aspect of an embodiment, an
optical amplifier amplifies signal light and includes a
pump light source that outputs pump light of a wavelength
different from that of the signal light; a combining unit that
combines the signal light and the pump light output by
the pump light source, to output combined light; an am-
plifying unit that has non-linear optical media that transmit
the combined light to amplify the signal light, the ampli-
fying unit further removing, in the non-linear optical me-
dia, idler light generated from the signal light and the
pump light, and outputting light that results; and an ex-
traction filter that extracts the signal light from the light
output by the amplifying unit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0011]

FIG. 1 depicts an optical amplifier according to a first
embodiment;
FIG. 2 depicts the optical amplifier according a sec-
ond embodiment;

1 2 



EP 2 346 122 A2

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

FIG. 3 depicts the optical amplifier according a third
embodiment;
FIG. 4 depicts the optical amplifier according a fourth
embodiment;
FIG. 5 depicts a graph of gain saturation character-
istics by optical parametric amplification;
FIG. 6 depicts an optical amplifying apparatus ac-
cording to a fifth embodiment;
FIG. 7 depicts the optical amplifier according to a
sixth embodiment; and
FIGS. 8A to 8D depict an increase in noise due to
optical parametric amplification.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0012] Preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be explained with reference to the accompanying
drawings. In a non-linear optical medium that performs
optical parametric amplification, the disclosed optical
amplifier and optical amplifying apparatus remove idler
light, thereby reducing the idler light in the light to be
amplified by the non-linear optical medium and amplify-
ing signal light while preventing its deterioration.
[0013] FIG. 1 depicts the optical amplifier according to
a first embodiment. In FIG. 1, numerical reference 101
and 102 represent signal light and pump light, respec-
tively, where the horizontal axis in the figure represents
time (t). As depicted in FIG. 1, an optical amplifier 100
according to the first embodiment is equipped with a
pump light source 110, an optical coupler 120, an ampli-
fying unit 130, and an optical filter 140. The optical am-
plifier 100 performs optical parametric amplification of
the signal light 101 input from a communication line up-
stream. The signal light 101 is, for example, an intensity-
modulated Return to Zero (RZ) signal. The wavelength
of the signal light is given as wavelength λs.
[0014] The pump light source 110 generates and out-
puts to the optical coupler 120, the pump light 102. The
pump light 102 is pump light of a wavelength different
from that of the signal light 101. The wavelength of the
pump light 102 is given as wavelength λp. The pump light
102 is, for example, continuous wave (CW) light.
[0015] The optical coupler 120 is a combining unit that
combines the signal light 101 and the pump light 102,
outputting the resulting combined light to the amplifying
unit 130. Numerical reference 120a represents the light
output from the optical coupler 120, where in the figure,
the horizontal axis represents the wavelength (λ) and the
vertical axis represents the optical power (the same ap-
plies for numerical references 131a, 132a, and 133a).
As depicted with respect to numerical reference 120a,
the light output from the optical coupler 120 includes the
signal light 101 and the pump light 102.
[0016] The amplifying unit 130 has non-linear optical
media 131 and 133 that transmit the light output from the
optical coupler 120 and is an amplifying unit that removes
the idler light generated from the signal light 101 and the
pump light 110 in the non-linear optical media 131 and

133. Specifically, the amplifying unit 130 is equipped with
the non-linear optical medium 131, an optical filter 132,
and the non-linear optical medium 133.
[0017] Here, the total length of the non-linear optical
media is given as L to amplify, at a desired gain in the
amplifying unit 130, the signal light 101 included in the
light output from the optical coupler 120. In this case, the
length of each non-linear optical media 131 and 133 is
designed so that both lengths total L. For example, each
length of the non-linear optical media 131 and 133 is L/2.
[0018] The non-linear optical medium 131 is a first non-
linear optical medium that transmits the light from the
optical coupler 120 to the optical filter 132. Numerical
reference 131a indicates the light output from the non-
linear optical medium 131. As depicted by numerical ref-
erence 131a, the light output from the non-linear optical
medium 131 includes the signal light 101, the pump light
102, and idler light 103. The idler light 103 is generated
by the four-wave mixing of the non-linear optical medium
131 due to the signal light 101 and the pump light 102.
The wavelength of the idler light 103 is given as wave-
length λi. The wavelength λi can be expressed, for ex-
ample, as wavelength λi=2λp-λs using the wavelength
λs and the wavelength λp.
[0019] The optical filter 132 transmits and outputs to
the non-linear optical medium 133, the signal light 101
and the pump light 102 included in the light output from
the non-linear optical medium 131. The optical filter 132
is a rejection filter that removes the idler light 103 included
in the light output from the non-linear optical medium 131
without transmitting the removed idler light 103. For ex-
ample, an optical bandpass filter such as a multilayer film
filter may be used for the optical filter 132.
[0020] The light output from the optical filter 132 in-
cludes the signal light 101 and the pump light 102 but
does not include the idler light 103. The band transmis-
sion characteristics 132A of the optical filter 132 are de-
signed so that the wavelength λs of the signal light 101
and the wavelength λp of the pump light 102 will be trans-
mitted and the wavelength λi=2λp-λs of the idler light 103
will not be transmitted.
[0021] The non-linear optical medium 133 is a second
non-linear optical medium that transmits and outputs to
the optical filter 140, the light output from the optical filter
132. Numerical reference 133a indicates the light output
from the non-linear optical medium 133. As depicted by
numerical reference 133a, the light output from the non-
linear medium 133 includes the signal light 101, the pump
light 102, and the idler light 103.
[0022] The light output from the non-linear optical me-
dium 133 includes the idler light 103 generated by the
four-wave mixing of the non-linear optical medium 133.
The idler light 103, which is generated in the non-linear
optical medium 133 of L/2 length, is smaller than, for ex-
ample, idler light generated in a non-linear optical medi-
um of length L.
[0023] The amplifying unit 130 is implemented, for ex-
ample, by forming the non-linear optical medium 131, the
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optical filter 132, and the non-linear optical medium 133
separately and combining the formed components to-
gether. The amplifying unit 130 may alternatively be im-
plemented by partially forming, in the non-linear optical
medium, a Bragg grating to remove the idler light 103. In
this case, ends of the non-linear optical medium respec-
tively correspond to the non-linear optical medium 131
and the non-linear optical medium 133 and the part of
the non-linear optical medium in which the Bragg grating
is formed corresponds to the optical filter 132.
[0024] Each of the non-linear optical media 131 and
133 can be implemented by an optical fiber of an average
zero dispersion wavelength matching or substantially
matching the wavelength of the pump light 102. Each of
the non-linear optical media 131 and 133 can be alter-
natively implemented by periodically-poled lithium nio-
bate of the average zero-dispersion wavelength match-
ing or substantially matching the wavelength of the pump
light 102.
[0025] The optical filter 140 is an extraction filter that
transmits and outputs downstream, the signal light 101
included in the light output from the amplifying unit 130.
The optical filter 140 does not transmit the pump light
102 or the idler light 103 included in the light output from
the amplifying unit 130. This makes it possible to extract
and output the signal light 101 amplified by the amplifying
unit 130.
[0026] Thus, according to the optical amplifier 100 of
the first embodiment, the idler light 103 generated in the
non-linear optical medium 131 can be removed by the
optical filter 132 between the non-linear optical media
131 and 133. Removal of the idler light 103 in between
the non-linear optical media 131 and 133 (in the non-
linear optical medium) makes it possible to perform the
optical parametric amplification without the idler light 103
generated in the non-linear optical medium 131, thereby
making it possible to suppress increased noise caused
by the idler light in the non-linear optical medium 133 and
amplify the signal light 101 without deterioration.
[0027] Since interaction between the signal light 101
and the pump light 102 is maintained even after the re-
moval of the idler light 103 by the optical filter 132, suffi-
cient gain can be obtained. For example, gain equivalent
to that in the case of using the non-linear optical medium
of L length can be obtained at the amplifying unit 130.
Since the optical filter 132 transmits the signal light 101,
the gain band is not narrowed and a sufficient gain band
can be obtained at the amplifying unit 130.
[0028] Although FIG. 1 describes a configuration in
which two non-linear optical media (non-linear optical
media 131 and 133) are used, three or more non-linear
optical media may be used. In this case, the optical filter
to remove the idler light 103 may be disposed in each
space between the non-linear optical media, making it
possible to frequently remove the idler light 103 in non-
linear optical medium and perform the optical parametric
amplification with the idler light 103 lessened, whereby
the signal light can be amplified without further deterio-

ration.
[0029] FIG. 2 depicts the optical amplifier according a
second embodiment. In FIG. 2, components identical to
those in FIG. 1 are omitted from the description and given
the same numerical references used in FIG. 1. As de-
picted in FIG. 2, the optical amplifier 100 according to
the second embodiment is equipped with a band trans-
missive non-linear optical medium 210 in place of the
amplifying unit depicted in FIG. 1. The optical coupler
120 outputs to the band transmissive non-linear optical
medium 210, the light obtained by combining the signal
light 101 and the pump light 102.
[0030] The band transmissive non-linear optical medi-
um 210 is a non-linear optical medium having band trans-
mission characteristics that transmit the signal light 101
and the pump light 102 to the optical filter 140 and do not
transmit the idler light 103. The band transmissive non-
linear optical medium 210 can be implemented, for ex-
ample, by forming the Bragg grating over the entire non-
linear optical medium. The band transmissive non-linear
optical medium 210 can be implemented alternatively by
a non-linear optical medium having the band transmis-
sion characteristics of, for example, a photonic crystal
fiber.
[0031] The light 210a transmitted by the band trans-
missive non-linear optical medium 210 includes the sig-
nal light 101 and the pump light 102. Although the idler
light 103 (see FIG. 1) is generated in the band transmis-
sive non-linear optical medium 210, the band transmis-
sive non-linear optical medium 210 has the band trans-
mission characteristics 210A that do not transmit the idler
light 103.
[0032] Therefore, the light transmitted by the band
transmissive non-linear optical medium 210 does not in-
clude the idler light 103; the light 210b output from the
band transmissive non-linear optical medium 210 in-
cludes the signal light 101 and the pump light 102 and
does not include the idler light 103.
[0033] Thus, according to the optical amplifier 100 of
the second embodiment, the idler light 103 generated in
the process of the optical parametric amplification can
be removed by using the band transmissive non-linear
optical medium 210 having the band transmission char-
acteristics that do not transmit the idler light 103. The
optical parametric amplification can be performed with-
out the idler light 103 in the band transmissive non-linear
optical medium 210 by removing the idler light 103 by
the band transmissive non-linear optical medium 210 (in
the midst of the non-linear optical medium), making it
possible to suppress increased noise caused by the idler
light in the band transmissive non-linear optical medium
210 and to amplify the signal light 101 without deteriora-
tion.
[0034] FIG. 3 depicts the optical amplifier according a
third embodiment. In FIG. 3, components identical to
those in FIG. 1 are omitted from the description and given
the same numerical references used in FIG. 1. The op-
tical amplifier 100 according to the third embodiment is
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configured by connecting multi-stages of the optical par-
ametric amplifier. Specifically, as depicted in FIG. 3, the
optical amplifier 100 according to the third embodiment
is equipped with a pump light source 310 and an optical
coupler 320 in addition to the configuration depicted in
FIG. 1.
[0035] The optical filter 132 of the amplifying unit 130
transmits and outputs to the optical coupler 320, the sig-
nal light 101 included in the light output from the non-
linear optical medium 131. The optical filter 132 does not
transmit but rather removes the pump light 102 and the
idler light 103 included in the light output from the non-
linear optical medium 131. The pump light source 310 is
a second pump light source that generates pump light
301 of a wavelength different from that of the signal light
101 and outputs the generated pump light 301 to the
optical coupler 320. The pump light 301 is, for example,
CW light. Here, the wavelength of the pump light 301 is
determined to be λp, the same wavelength as that of the
pump light 102.
[0036] The optical coupler 320 is disposed down-
stream from the non-linear optical medium 131 of the
amplifying unit 130. The signal light 101 from the optical
filter 132 and the pump light 301 from the pump light
source 310 are input to the optical coupler 320. The op-
tical coupler 320 is a second combining unit that com-
bines the signal light 101 and the pump light 301 and
outputs the resulting combined light to the non-linear op-
tical medium 133. The non-linear optical medium 133
transmits and outputs to the optical filter 140, the light
output from the optical coupler 320.
[0037] Thus, according to the optical amplifier 100 of
the third embodiment, the pump light 102 and the idler
light 103 can be removed by the optical filter 132 and the
pump light 301 can be input to the non-linear optical me-
dium 133 by the pump light source 310 and the optical
coupler 320. Since this enables optical parametric am-
plification to be performed in the non-linear optical me-
dium 133, even if the pump light 102 is removed by the
optical filter 132, the same effect can be obtained as that
of the optical amplifier 100 according to the first embod-
iment.
[0038] Since the optical filter 132 has band transmis-
sion characteristics that do not transmit the pump light
102 or the idler light 103, the optical filter 132 has the
same band transmission characteristics as those of the
optical filter 140, making it possible to efficiently manu-
facture the optical filters 132 and 140 and reduce respec-
tive manufacturing costs. The pump light sources 110
and 310 may be implemented by separate light sources
or may be implemented by one light source.
[0039] Although FIG. 3 describes a configuration in
which two non-linear optical media (non-linear optical
media 131 and 133) are used, three or more non-linear
optical media may be used. In this case, the optical filter
132, the pump light source 310, and the optical coupler
320 are disposed in each space between the non-linear
optical media, making it possible to frequently remove

the idler light 103 in the non-linear optical medium and
perform the optical parametric amplification with the idler
light 103 lessened, whereby the signal light can be am-
plified without further deterioration.
[0040] Although a configuration has been described
where the wavelength of the pump light 301 has the same
wavelength as that of the pump light 102, λp, the pump
light 301 may have any wavelength so long as the wave-
length is different from the wavelength λS of the signal
light 101. For example, when the wavelength of the pump
light 301 is set at wavelength λp2 (≠λs, λp), at the optical
filter 140, the band transmission characteristics are set
so that the wavelength λp2 and the idler light 103 will be
removed. This enables the signal light 101 to be extracted
at the optical filter 140, even if the wavelength of the
pump light 301 is set at wavelength λp2.
[0041] FIG. 4 depicts the optical amplifier according a
fourth embodiment. In FIG. 4, components identical to
those in FIG. 1 are omitted from the description and given
the same numerical references used in FIG. 1. As de-
picted in FIG. 4, the optical amplifier 100 according to
the fourth embodiment is equipped with a polarization
beam splitter 410 and a polarization controller 420 in ad-
dition to the configuration depicted in FIG. 1. The optical
coupler 120 outputs to the polarization beam splitter 410,
the light obtained by combining the signal light 101 and
the pump light 102.
[0042] The polarization beam splitter 410 splits the
light output from the optical coupler 120 according to its
state of polarization. For example, the polarization beam
splitter 410 splits the light into a horizontally-polarized
wave and a vertically-polarized wave. The polarization
beam splitter 410 outputs the light of the horizontally-
polarized wave to the amplifying unit 130 and at the same
time, outputs the light of the vertically-polarized wave to
the polarization controller 420. The polarization beam
splitter 410 combines the light of the vertically-polarized
wave output from the polarization controller 420 and the
light of the horizontally-polarized wave output from the
amplifying unit 130 and outputs the resulting combined
light to the optical filter 140.
[0043] The amplifying unit 130 is, for example, the am-
plifying unit 130 depicted in FIG. 1. The amplifying unit
130 transmits and amplifies the light of the horizontally-
polarized wave output from the polarization beam splitter
410 and outputs the amplified light to the polarization
controller 420. Further, the amplifying unit 130 transmits
and amplifies the light of the vertically-polarized wave
output from the polarization controller 420 and outputs
the amplified light to the polarization beam splitter 410.
[0044] Thus, the optical parametric amplification can
be performed at the amplifying unit 130 irrespective of
the polarization state of the signal light 101 by arranging
a polarization diversity loop whereby the light split by po-
larized wave is transmitted in opposite directions at the
amplifying unit 130. The optical amplifier 100 is not limited
to the amplifying unit 130 depicted in FIG. 1 and may
employ the band transmissive non-linear optical medium
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210 depicted in FIG. 2 or the amplifying unit 130 and the
pump light source 310 depicted in FIG. 3.
[0045] Concerning a polarization diversity loop config-
uration, the teachings of Wong, K. K. Y., et al, "Polariza-
tion-Indepedent One-Pump Fiber-Optical Parametric
Amplifier," IEEE Photon. Technol. Lett, 14, pp.
1506-1509, 2002 may be adopted.
[0046] The polarization controller 420 executes control
so that the polarization of the light of the horizontally-
polarized wave output from the amplifying unit 130 will
be constant and outputs the polarization-controlled light
to the polarization beam splitter 410. Further, the polar-
ization controller 420 executes control so that the polar-
ization of the light of the vertically-polarized wave output
from the polarization beam splitter 410 will be constant
and outputs the polarizatian-controlled light to the ampli-
fying unit 130.
[0047] This makes it possible to execute control so that
the polarization of the lights input to the polarization beam
splitter 410 from the amplifying unit 130 and the polari-
zation controller 420 will be constant and to accurately
output the light combined at the polarization beam splitter
410 to the optical filter 140.
[0048] Thus, according to the optical amplifier 100 of
the fourth embodiment, the optical parametric amplifica-
tion at the amplifying unit 130 can be made polarization-
independent by arranging the polarization diversity loop
employing the polarization beam splitter 410, thereby en-
abling the signal light 101 to be amplified without deteri-
oration, even if the polarization state of the input signal
light 101 is not controlled.
[0049] The light combined at the polarization beam
splitter 410 can be output accurately to the optical filter
140 by the polarization controller 420 executing control
so that the polarization of the light of each polarized wave
will be constant. This makes it possible to amplify the
signal light 101 without deterioration while preventing op-
tical loss at the polarization beam splitter 410.
[0050] FIG. 5 depicts a graph of gain saturation char-
acteristics by the optical parametric amplification. In FIG.
5, the horizontal axis represents input power to the optical
amplifier 100. The vertical axis represents output power
from the optical amplifier 100. An input optical pulse 501
indicates one example of an optical pulse input to the
optical amplifier 100, An output optical pulse 502 indi-
cates one example of the optical pulse output from the
optical amplifier 100.
[0051] The optical amplifier 100 amplifies the signal
light 101 by the optical parametric amplification. There-
fore, the optical amplifier 100 has gain saturation char-
acteristics 504 whereby the output power saturates as
the input power increases instead of linear gain charac-
teristics 503 whereby the output power is proportionate
to the input power. This enables the optical amplifier 100
to be applied also to an optical limiter device that performs
optical limiter amplification using the gain saturation char-
acteristics 504. According to the optical limiter device to
which the optical amplifier 100 is applied, the signal light

101 can be amplified and shaped without deterioration.
[0052] FIG. 6 depicts the optical amplifying apparatus
according to a fifth embodiment. Numerical references
601 to 604 in FIG. 6 represent signal light, where the
horizontal axis in the figure represents time (t). As de-
picted in FIG. 6, an optical amplifying apparatus 600 ac-
cording to the fifth embodiment is equipped with a dis-
persion medium 610, the optical amplifier 100, and an
inverse dispersion medium 620. The signal light 601 out-
put from a communication line upstream is input to the
dispersion medium 610. The dispersion medium 610 has
predetermined dispersion characteristics. The disper-
sion medium 610 transmits and outputs to the optical
amplifier 100, the signal light 601.
[0053] The signal light 602 output from the dispersion
medium 610 has a longer pulse duration and a lower
peak than those of the signal light 601 due to dispersion
characteristics of the dispersion medium 610. The optical
amplifier 100 amplifies the signal light 602 output from
the dispersion medium 610. The optical amplifier 100 out-
puts the amplified signal light 603 to the inverse disper-
sion medium 620. The optical amplifier 100 according to
each embodiment described above can be applied as
the optical amplifier 100.
[0054] The inverse dispersion medium 620 is a disper-
sion medium having dispersion characteristics inverse
to those of the dispersion medium 610. The inverse dis-
persion medium 620 transmits and outputs downstream,
the signal light 603 output from the optical amplifier 100.
The signal light 604 output from the inverse dispersion
medium 620 has a shortened pulse duration and a higher
peak due to the dispersion characteristics of the inverse
dispersion medium 620.
[0055] Thus, the optical chirped-pulse amplification
can be performed in which the pulse width of the signal
light 601 is expanded by the dispersion medium 610, the
signal light 602 having the expanded pulse width is am-
plified by the optical amplifier 100, and the pulse width
of the amplified signal light 603 is compressed to the
original state by the inverse dispersion medium 620. This
enables the signal light 601 to be amplified without further
deterioration.
[0056] As an example of optical chirp amplification, the
teachings of Dubietis, A., et al, "Trends in Chirped Pulse
Optical Parametric Amplification," IEEE, J. Sel. Topics
Quantum Electron, 12, pp. 163-172, 2006 is applicable.
[0057] Thus, according to the optical amplifying appa-
ratus 600 of the fifth embodiment, the effect of the optical
amplifier 100 according to each embodiment described
above can be obtained and the signal light 601 can be
amplified without further deterioration by the optical
chirped-pulse amplification.
[0058] FIG. 7 depicts the optical amplifier according to
a sixth embodiment. In FIG. 7, components identical to
those depicted in FIG. 1 are omitted from the description
and are given the same numerical references used in
FIG. 1. As depicted in FIG. 7, the pump light source 110
of the optical amplifier 100 according to the sixth embod-
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iment generates pulsed pump light 701 of a wavelength
λp different from that of the signal light 101 and outputs
the generated pulsed pump light 701 to the optical cou-
pler 120. The pulsed pump light 701 has a pulse width
that is narrower than that of the signal light 101.
[0059] The pulsed pump light 701 is pump light of a
sampling period different from that of the signal light 101.
For example, the pulsed pump light 701 has a slow sam-
pling period relative to the bit rate of the signal light 101.
The signal light 101 and the pulsed pump light 701 are
input to the optical coupler 120. The optical coupler 120
combines the signal light 101 and the pulsed pump light
701 and outputs the combined light to the amplifying unit
130, thereby enabling the amplifying unit 130 to sample
the signal light 101 by the pulsed pump light 701 and
output, downstream, signal light 702 obtained by the
sampling.
[0060] Thus, according to the optical amplifier 100 of
the sixth embodiment, optical sampling can be performed
by using the pulsed pump light 701 having a pulse width
that is narrower than that of the signal light 101 and a
sampling period that is different from that of the signal
light 101. The optical amplifier 100, which is capable of
performing the optical parametric amplification in which
increased noise is suppressed, can prevent the deterio-
ration caused by the optical sampling noise.
[0061] As described above, the optical amplifier and
the optical amplifying apparatus are capable of reducing
the idler light included in the light to be amplified by the
non-linear optical medium by removing, in the non-linear
optical medium, the idler light generated in the non-linear
optical medium, which performs the optical parametric
amplification. This enables the signal light to be amplified
without deterioration.
[0062] In the first to the third, the fifth, and the sixth
embodiments described above, a polarization control
unit may be disposed that controls a relative polarization
state of the signal light 101 (signal light 601) and the
pump light 102 (pump light 701). The polarization control
unit may control the polarization state of the signal light
101 or may control the polarization state of the pump light
102 or may control the polarization state of both of the
signal light 101 and the pump light 102. This enables the
optical parametric amplification to be performed more
efficiently at the amplifying unit 130 or the band trans-
missive non-linear optical medium 210.
[0063] Although in each embodiment described
above, description has been made of a case in which the
signal light 101 or the signal light 601 to be amplified is
an intensity-modulated RZ signal, the signal light 101 or
the signal light 601 to be amplified is not limited to the
RZ signal and may be, for example, phase-modulated
signal light.
[0064] Although in the first to the fifth embodiments
described above, description has been made of the pump
light 102 configured as CW light, the pump light 102 is
not limited to CW light and may be, for example, pump
light of a clock. In this case, a synchronizing unit may be

disposed that causes the clock of the pump light 102
output by the pump light source 110 to synchronize with
the signal light 101, enabling the signal light 101 to be
amplified without deterioration even if the pump light 102
is a clock.
[0065] In each embodiment described above, a mod-
ulating unit may be disposed that performs phase-mod-
ulation of the pump light 102 (pump light 701) to be input
to the optical coupler 120, making it possible to reduce
the deterioration of signal light 101 (signal light 601) due
to the stimulated Brillouin scattering, enabling the signal
light 101 to be amplified without further deterioration.
[0066] All examples and conditional language recited
herein are intended for pedagogical purposes to aid the
reader in understanding the invention and the concepts
contributed by the inventor to furthering the art, and are
to be construed as being without limitation to such spe-
cifically recited examples and conditions, nor does the
organization of such examples in the specification relate
to a showing of the superiority and inferiority of the in-
vention. Although the embodiments of the present inven-
tion have been described in detail, it should be under-
stood that the various changes, substitutions, and alter-
ations could be made hereto without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention.

Claims

1. An optical amplifier (100) that amplifies signal light,
comprising:

a pump light source (110) that outputs pump light
of a wavelength different from that of the signal
light;
a combining unit (120) that combines the signal
light and the pump light output by the pump light
source (110), to output combined light;
an amplifying unit (130) that has non-linear op-
tical media (131, 133) that transmit the com-
bined light to amplify the signal light, the ampli-
fying unit (130) further removing, in the non-lin-
ear optical media (131, 133), idler light generat-
ed from the signal light and the pump light, and
outputting light that results; and
an extraction filter (140) that extracts the signal
light from the light output by the amplifying unit
(130).

2. The optical amplifier (100) according to claim 1,
wherein
the amplifying unit (130) comprises:

a first non-linear optical medium (131) that trans-
mits the combined light to amplify the signal light;
a rejection filter (132) that removes the idler light
from the combined light transmitted by the first
non-linear optical medium (131) and transmits
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the combined light; and
a second non-linear optical medium (133) that
transmits the combined light transmitted by the
rejection filter (132), to amplify the signal light.

3. The optical amplifier (100) according to claim 1,
wherein
the non-linear optical media (131, 133) have band
transmission characteristics that do not transmit the
idler light.

4. The optical amplifier (100) according to claim 1,
wherein
the non-linear optical media (131, 133) have a Bragg
grating that does not transmit the idler light.

5. The optical amplifier (100) according to claim 2,
wherein
the rejection filter (132) removes the idler light and
the pump light, and transmits light that remains,
the optical amplifier (100) comprises:

a second pump light source (310) that outputs
pump light (301) of a wavelength different from
that of the signal light; and
a second combining unit (320) that combines
the light transmitted by the rejection filter (132)
and the pump light (301) output by the second
pump light source (310), to output combined
light, wherein

the second non-linear optical medium (133) trans-
mits the combined light output by the second com-
bining unit (320) to amplify the signal light.

6. The optical amplifier (100) according to claim 1, com-
prising:

a polarization beam splitter (410) that splits the
combined light according to its state of polariza-
tion and further combines light of each polarized
wave, wherein
the amplifying unit (130) transmits the light of
each polarized wave split by the polarization
beam splitter (410) in opposite directions for in-
put to the polarization beam splitter (410),
the extraction filter (140) extracts the signal light
from the light combined by the polarization beam
splitter (410).

7. The optical amplifier (100) according to claim 6, com-
prising:

a polarization controller (420) that executes con-
trol so that polarization of the light of each po-
larized wave is constant.

8. The optical amplifier (100) according to any one of

claims 1 to 7, wherein
optical limiter amplification of the signal light is per-
formed using gain saturation characteristics of opti-
cal parametric amplification by the amplifying unit
(130).

9. The optical amplifier (100) according to any one of
claims 1 to 8, wherein
the pump light source (110) outputs pulsed pump
light (701) having a pulse width that is narrower than
that of the signal light and a sampling period that is
different from that of the signal light.

10. The optical amplifier (100) according to any one of
claims 1 to 9, wherein
the non-linear optical media (131, 133) are optical
fibers of an average zero dispersion wavelength
matching or substantially matching the wavelength
of the pump light or periodically-poled lithium niobate
of the average zero-dispersion wavelength.

11. The optical amplifier (100) according to any one of
claims 1 to 10, comprising:

a polarization control unit that controls a relative
polarization state of the signal light and the pump
light to be combined by the combining unit (120).

12. The optical amplifier (100) according to any one of
claims 1 to 11, comprising:

a modulating unit that performs phase modula-
tion of the pump light, wherein
the combining unit (120) combines the pump
light modulated by the modulating unit and the
signal light.

13. The optical amplifier (100) according to any one of
claims 1 to 12, wherein
the pump light source (110) outputs pump light of a
clock as the pump light,
the optical amplifier (100) comprises:

a synchronizing unit that causes the clock of the
pump light output from the pump light source
(110) to the combining unit (120) to synchronize
with the signal light.

14. The optical amplifier (100) according to any one of
claims 1 to 13, wherein
the amplifying unit (130) removes the idler light by
removing the wavelength 2λp-λs, where the wave-
length of the signal light is λs and the wavelength of
the pump light is λp.

15. An optical amplifying apparatus comprising:

a dispersion medium having dispersion charac-
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teristics that expand a pulse width of the signal
light;
the optical amplifier (100) according to any one
of claims 1 to 14 and amplifying the signal light
of the pulse width expanded by the dispersion
medium; and
an inverse dispersion medium (620) that has dis-
persion characteristics inverse to those of the
dispersion medium and that compresses the
pulse width of the signal light amplified by optical
parametric amplification performed by the opti-
cal amplifier (100).
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