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(54) Method for estimating a received signal and corresponding device

(57) A receiving apparatus includes a converting unit
that multiplies first and second reception signal points for
the respective first and second reception signals by a
matrix and outputs resulting converted first and second
reception signal points; a number-of-candidates deter-
mining unit that determines a number of candidates for
at least first transmission-signal candidate points, based
on a reception quality for the first and second reception
signals; and an estimating unit that selects, based on the
converted first and second reception signal points, the

first transmission-signal candidate points and second
transmission-signal candidate points, the number of first
transmission-signal candidate points corresponding to
the determined number of candidates, and that esti-
mates, as the first and second transmission signals, the
first and second transmission-signal candidate points
with which distances between the selected first and sec-
ond transmission-signal candidate points and the corre-
sponding converted first and second reception signal
points are smallest.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is based upon and claims the benefit of priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application No.
2010-121790, filed on May 27, 2010, the entire contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

[0002] Embodiments described herein relate to a receiving apparatus and a receiving method.

BACKGROUND

[0003] MIMO (Multiple-Input Multiple-Output) is available as a wireless communication technology. In the MIMO tech-
nology, different signals are transmitted from multiple transmit antennas in parallel and are spatially multiplexed to
achieve high-speed transmission.
[0004] In such MIMO wireless communication systems, a receiving end performs various types of detection processing
so that it can as accurately as possible demultiplex and detect the signals transmitted from the transmit antennas.
[0005] One example of the detection processing is Full-MLD (Maximum Likelihood Detection). Full-MLD is detection
processing in which, for example, distances between reception signal points and transmitted candidate points (or signal
replica candidate points) are determined and the transmitted candidate points with which the distance is the smallest
are estimated as transmission signal points. In Full-MLD, however, since distances with respect to all transmitted can-
didate points are computed, the amount of computation becomes enormous depending on the number of transmit
antennas, a modulation system, and so on. Accordingly, detection processing called QRM-MLD has also been available.
[0006] QRM-MLD is a combination of, for example, QR decomposition and MLD to estimate the transmission signal
points while reducing the transmitted candidate points. Thus, QRM-MLD involves a small amount of computation com-
pared to Full-MLD. QRM-MLD will now be described.
[0007] First, a MIMO wireless communication system is modeled, for example, as follows: 

[0008] In equation (1), y denotes a reception signal vector, x denotes a transmission signal vector, n denotes a noise
vector, and H denotes a channel response matrix (or a channel matrix). When the number of transmit antennas is 2 and
the number of receive antennas is 2, equation (1) can be expressed as: 

[0009] In equation (2), y0 and y1 denote reception signal points, x0 and x1 denote transmission signal points (or
transmission-signal candidate points), a, b, c, and d denote elements of the channel matrix H, and n0 and n1 denote
noise components.
[0010] In this case, the channel matrix H can be decomposed into a unitary matrix Q (a matrix whose matrix product
with a complex conjugate transpose matrix Q* is equal to a unit matrix) and an upper triangular matrix R and can be
expressed by QR decomposition as: 

[0011] Multiplying both sides of equation (1) from the left by the complex conjugate transpose matrix Q* of the unitary
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matrix Q yields:

[0012] Therefore, equation (4) can be expressed as: 

[0013] In this case, y0’ and y1’ denote signal points obtained by multiplying the reception signal points y0 and y1, by
the unitary matrix Q, a’, b’, and c’ denote elements of the upper triangular matrix R, and n0’ and n1’ denote values
obtained by multiplying the noise components n0 and n1 by the unitary matrix Q. The elements of equation (5) are given as: 

[0014] In QRM-MLD, the candidate points having a smallest amount of noise, i.e., x0 and x1 with which expression
(5-3) below is the smallest, are selected from the candidate points x0 and x1: 

[0015] That is, in a first stage, multiple candidate points x1 with which |y1’-c’x1|2 is smaller than a threshold are selected,
and in a second stage, candidate points x0 with which |y0’-a’xo-b’x1|2 is smaller than a threshold are selected from the
multiple candidate points x1 selected in the first stage. Lastly, the candidate points x0 and x1 with which expression (5-3)
is the smallest are selected from those selected candidate points x0 and x1 and are determined (estimated) to be the
transmission signal points x0 and x1.
[0016] For example, there has been a MIMO multiplexing communication apparatus in which, in a stage M+1, branch
metrics (Euclidean distances) with respect to symbol replica candidates are compared with a threshold, and when the
branch metric is larger than the threshold, subsequent search is not performed.
[0017] One example is a receiver that is adapted to derive a relative signal-to-noise ratio for each set of a modulation
system and a code rate by using a determination table, to rearrange the elements of the channel matrix in descending
order of the signal-to-noise ratio, and to sequentially estimate the transmission signals in ascending order of the error
rates of the reception signals.
[0018] Another example is a signal detecting apparatus that is adapted to narrow down candidates of the transmission
sequence, excluding upper-limit-exceeding cumulative metrics of cumulative metrics determined in cumulative-metrics
generation processing and partial layer sequence candidates corresponding to the upper-limit exceeding cumulative
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metrics from the candidates.

SUMMARY

[0019] According to an aspect of the embodiment, a receiving apparatus includes a converting unit that multiplies first
and second reception signal points for the respective first and second reception signals by a predetermined matrix and
outputs resulting converted first and second reception signal points, a number-of-candidates determining unit that de-
termines the number of candidates for at least first transmission-signal candidate points, based on a reception quality
for the first and second reception signals, and an estimating unit that selects, based on the converted first and second
reception signal points, the first transmission-signal candidate points and second transmission-signal candidate points,
the number of first transmission-signal candidate points corresponding to the determined number of candidates, and
that estimates, as the first and second transmission signals, the first and second transmission-signal candidate points
with which distances between the selected first and second transmission-signal candidate points and the corresponding
converted first and second reception signal points are smallest.
[0020] The object and advantages of the embodiment will be realized and attained by means of the elements and
combinations particularly pointed out in the claims.
[0021] It is to be understood that both the foregoing general description and the following detailed description are
exemplary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the embodiment, as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0022] Fig. 1 is an exemplary configuration of a wireless communication system;
[0023] Fig. 2A and Fig. 2B illustrate exemplary configurations of a transmitting apparatus and a receiving apparatus,
respectively;
[0024] Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary configuration of the receiving apparatus;
[0025] Figs. 4A, 4B, and 4C depict examples of relationships between reception vectors and an angle;
[0026] Fig. 5 illustrates an example of a number-of-candidates determination table;
[0027] Fig. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary operation;
[0028] Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating another exemplary configuration of the receiving apparatus;
[0029] Fig. 8 depicts an example of relationships between transmission signal points and a signal point;
[0030] Figs. 9A and 9B illustrate examples of the number-of-candidates determination table;
[0031] Fig. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary operation; and
[0032] Fig. 11 is a diagram illustrating another exemplary configuration of the receiving apparatus.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0033] In a QRM-MLD-based detection processing in which multiple candidate points x1 are selected in a first stage,
the amount of processing executed in a second stage varies significantly depending on the number of candidate points
x1 to be selected.
[0034] In the above-described technology, for example, when the branch metrics are compared with the threshold or
when the upper-limit exceeding cumulative metrics are excluded from the candidates, the number of candidate points
x1 to be selected is constant since the values of the threshold and an upper limit are predetermined, In such a case,
there may be cases in which the candidate points x1 are not sufficiently narrowed down, and thus the amount of processing
executed in the first and second stages may exceed a threshold.
[0035] In addition, in the above-described technology, even when the arrangement is such that the channel matrix is
rearranged for each set of a modulation system and a code rate so that the transmission signals are sequentially estimated
in ascending order of the error rate of the reception signals, processing with respect to the number of candidates for the
candidate points x1 of the transmission signals is not performed. In the technology, since the number of candidates to
be selected is predetermined, the amount of processing executed in the first and second embodiments may exceed the
threshold.
[0036] Accordingly, one object of the present invention is to provide a receiving apparatus and a receiving method
which reduce the amount of processing.
[0037] According to one embodiment, there is provided a receiving apparatus for estimating first and second trans-
mission signals transmitted from respective first and second transmit antennas of a transmitting apparatus, based on
first and second reception signals received by respective first and second receive antennas. The receiving apparatus
includes a converting unit that multiplies first and second reception signal points for the respective first and second
reception signals by a matrix and outputs resulting converted first and second reception signal points; a number-of-
candidates determining unit that determines a number of candidates for at least first transmission-signal candidate points,
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based on a reception quality for the first and second reception signals; and an estimating unit that selects, based on the
converted first and second reception signal points, the first transmission-signal candidate points and second transmission-
signal candidate points, the number of first transmission-signal candidate points corresponding to the determined number
of candidates, and that estimates, as the first and second transmission signals, the first and second transmission-signal
candidate points with which distances between the selected first and second transmission-signal candidate points and
the corresponding converted first and second reception signal points are smallest.
[0038] Thus, it is possible to provide a reception apparatus and a reception method which reduce the amount of
processing.
[0039] Fig. 1 illustrates an exemplary configuration of a wireless communication system 10. The wireless communi-
cation system 10 has a transmitting apparatus 100 and a receiving apparatus 200.
[0040] For example, the transmitting apparatus 100 may be a radio base-station apparatus and the receiving apparatus
200 may be a terminal apparatus. Alternatively, the transmitting apparatus 100 may be a terminal apparatus and the
receiving apparatus 200 may be a radio base-station apparatus. The transmitting apparatus 100 has n transmit antennas
150-1 to 150-n (where n is a natural number that satisfies n≥ 2 and the receiving apparatus 200 has m receive antennas
210-1 to 210-m (where m is a natural number that satisfies m ≥ 2). The transmitting apparatus 100 and the receiving
apparatus 200 can perform wireless communication based on a MIMO system by using the transmit antennas 150-1 to
150-n and the receive antennas 210-1 to 210-m.
[0041] Exemplary configurations of the transmitting apparatus 100 and the receiving apparatus 200 will be described
next. Fig. 2A and Fig. 2B are diagrams illustrating exemplary configurations of the transmitting apparatus 100 and the
receiving apparatus 200, respectively. Figs. 2A and 2B illustrate an example of the MIMO wireless communication system
10 in which the number of transmit antennas 150 is 2 (i.e., n = 2) and the number of receive antennas 210 is 2 (i.e., m = 2).
[0042] The transmitting apparatus 100 includes an error-correction encoder 110, a pilot-signal generating unit 120, a
data mapping unit 130, a modulator 140, a first transmit antenna 150-1, and a second transmit antenna 150-2.
[0043] The error-correction encoder 110 performs error-correction encoding processing on user data in accordance
with a code rate, which may be predetermined. The error-correction encoder 110 outputs, for each of the first and second
transmit antennas 150-1 and 150-2, encoded user data (hereinafter, encoded data) to the data mapping unit 130.
[0044] The pilot-signal generating unit 120 generates a pilot signal (or a known signal) and outputs the pilot signal to
the data mapping unit 130.
[0045] The data mapping unit 130 maps bit sequences of the encoded data and the pilot signal onto transmission
symbols (e.g., OFDM (orthogonal frequency division multiplexing) symbols).
[0046] The modulator 140 performs modulation, which is based on a modulation system, on the transmission symbols
output from the data mapping unit 130. Examples of the modulation system include QPSK (Quadrature Phase Shift
Keying), 16-QAM (Quadrature Amplitude Modulation), and 64-QAM. When the wireless communication system 10 is
an OFDM system, the modulator 140 performs IFFT (Inverse Fast Fourier Transform), and when the wireless commu-
nication system 10 is a CDMA (code division multiple access) system, the modulator 140 performs processing such as
spreading. A description below will be given of a case in which the wireless communication system 10 is an OFDM
system. The modulator 140 outputs IFFT-processed transmission symbols to the first and second transmit antennas
150-1 and 150-2 as transmission signals.
[0047] The first and second transmit antennas 150-1 and 150-2 respectively transmit different transmission signals
to the receiving apparatus 200 as radio signals by using, for example, the same radio resources.
[0048] In a description of the operation in the present embodiment, the radio signals transmitted from the first transmit
antenna 150-1 and the radio signals transmitted from the second transmit antenna 150-2 are referred to as a "first
stream" and a "second stream", respectively, as needed. In a system using precoding, although there is not a one-to-
one relationship between the transmit antennas 150-1 and 150-2 and the streams, processing for separating the streams
can be accomplished by an operation that is similar to the operation for a case of a one-to-one relationship.
[0049] The receiving apparatus 200 includes a first receive antenna 210-1, a second receive antenna 210-2, a de-
modulator 230, a MIMO decoder 240, and an error-correction decoder 260.
[0050] The first and second receive antennas 210-1 and 210-2 receive the radio signals transmitted from the trans-
mitting apparatus 100 and output the received radio signals to the demodulator 230 as reception signals. For example,
the first receive antenna 210-1 receives the first stream transmitted from the first transmit antenna 150-1 and the second
stream transmitted from the second transmit antenna 150-2. The second receive antenna 210-2 also receives the first
stream and the second stream.
[0051] The demodulator 230 performs demodulation processing, which is based on a modulation system (e.g., QPSK
or 16-QAM), on the two reception signals received by the first and second receive antennas 210-1 and 210-2. The
demodulator 230 performs FFT in the case of the OFDM system and performs despreading in the CDMA system. A
description below is given in conjunction with an example of the OFDM system, as in the case of the transmitting
apparatus 100. The demodulator 230 demodulates the reception signals received by the first and second receive antennas
210-1 and 210-2 and outputs the demodulated reception signals to the MIMO decoder 240.
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[0052] The MIMO decoder 240 executes first and second stages involving QRM-MLD on the demodulated reception
signals, estimates transmission signal points x0 and x1 transmitted from the first and second antennas 150-1 and 150-2
of the transmitting apparatus 100, and outputs the estimated transmission signal points as transmission signals. Details
of the MIMO decoder 240 are described below.
[0053] The error-correction decoder 260 performs error-correction decoding processing on the transmission signals
output from the MIMO decoder 240 and outputs, for example, user data. The demodulator 230, the MIMO decoder 240,
and the error-correction decoder 260 may be digital circuits and may be implemented by, for example, an FPGA (Field
Programmable Gate Array), an ASIC (Application Specific Integrated Circuit), or a DSP (Digital Signal Processor). For
example, the demodulator 230, the MIMO decoder 240, and the error-correction decoder 260 correspond to a converting
unit, a number-of-candidates determining unit, and an estimating unit recited in the appended claims.
[0054] Details of the MIMO decoder 240 will be described next. There are two exemplary cases, i.e., a case in which
the MIMO decoder 240 performs sequential processing in a first stage and a second stage and a case in which the
MIMO decoder 240 performs the first stage and the second stage in parallel. These two cases will be independently
described as a first embodiment and a second embodiment.
[0055] <First Embodiment
[0056] Fig. 3 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary configuration of the receiving apparatus 200, the configuration
including an exemplary configuration of the MIMO decoder 240 in the first embodiment.
[0057] The demodulator 230 has a first FFT unit 231 and a second FFT unit 232. The first and second FFT units 231
and 232 perform FFT processing on the reception signals output from the first and second receive antennas 210-1 and
210-2, respectively. The first and second FFT units 231 and 232 output FFT-processed data symbols r0 and r1 (hereinafter,
reception signal points r0 and r1) to a reception-signal converting unit 243. The first and second FFT units 231 and 232
also output, for example, FFT-processed pilot signals to a channel estimating unit (or a reception-quality estimating unit)
241.
[0058] The MIMO decoder 240 includes the channel estimating unit 241, a QR-decomposition matrix generating unit
242, a reception-signal converting unit 243, an orthogonality computing unit 244, a number-of-candidates determining
unit 245, a first-stage computing unit 246, and a second-stage computing unit 247. Further, the MIMO decoder 240 may
be implemented by a processor, the processor of, e.g., an FPGA (Field Programmable Gate Array), an ASIC (Application
Specific Integrated Circuit) or a DSP (Digital Signal Processor).
[0059] The channel estimating unit 241 performs, for example, averaging processing on the FFT-processed pilot
signals and outputs resulting channel estimated values. For example, the channel estimating unit 241 outputs channel
estimated values a0 and c0 with respect to the pilot signal received by the first receive antenna 210-1 and outputs channel
estimated values b0 and d0 with respect to the pilot signal received by the second receive antenna 210-2. The reason
why two channel estimated values a0 and c0 with respect to the pilot signal received by the first receive antenna 210-1
are output is that the reception signals received by the first receive antenna 210-1 contain two streams. The same also
applies to the channel estimated values b0 and d0.
[0060] On the basis of the channel estimated values a0, c0, b0, and d0 output from the channel estimating unit 241,
the QR-decomposition matrix generating unit 242 generates a unitary matrix (or an orthogonal matrix) Q and an upper
triangular matrix R in QR decomposition. The QR-decomposition matrix generating unit 242 outputs the unitary matrix
Q to the reception-signal converting unit 243 and outputs the upper triangular matrix R to the orthogonality computing
unit 244 and the first-stage computing unit 246. The QR-decomposition matrix generating unit 242 generates the two
matrices Q and R, for example, in the following manner.
[0061] The QR-decomposition matrix generating unit 242 generates a channel matrix H on the basis of the channel
estimated values a0, c0, b0, and d0. The channel matrix H is given by: 

[0062] With respect to the channel matrix H, the unitary matrix Q is computed as: 
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[0063] In this case, the upper triangular matrix R is given as: 

[0064] When the inverse matrix Q-1 of the unitary matrix Q is multiplexed from the left of equation (3), the elements
a, b, and c of the upper triangular matrix R are given as: 

[0065] The QR-decomposition matrix generating unit 242 can determine the upper triangular matrix R, for example,
by substituting values into equations (9) to (11) with respect to the channel estimated values a0, c0, b0, and d0 and can
further determine elements of the unitary matrix Q by substituting the channel estimated values a0, c0, b0, and d0 into
equation (8).
[0066] The reception-signal converting unit 243 multiplies the reception signal points r0 and r1 for the modulated
reception signals, received by the first and second receive antennas 210-1 and 210-2, by the unitary matrix Q, to thereby
convert the reception signals into signal points y0 and y1, and outputs the signal points y0 and y1. As described above,
the MIMO wireless communication system 10 can be modeled as expressed by equation (1), and equation (1) is multi-
plexed from the left by the conjugate transpose matrix Q* of the unitary matrix Q to yield equation (4). Letting the left
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term of equation (4) be (y0, y1), equation (4) is expressed as: 

[0067] After the reception-signal converting unit 243 converts a reception signal vector (r0, r1) into (y0, y1), a distance
(or norm) |y1-cx1|2 that includes the transmission signal point x1 and does not include the transmission signal point x0
can be calculated in the first stage involving QRM-MLD. The reception-signal converting unit 243 outputs the converted
signals y0 and y1 to the second-stage and first-stage computing units 247 and 246, respectively.
[0068] The orthogonality computing unit 244 calculates an orthogonality r by using the ratio of the diagonal element
c versus the off-diagonal element b in the upper triangular matrix R. That is, the orthogonality computing unit 244
computes: 

[0069] The orthogonality computing unit 244 outputs the computed orthogonality r to the number-of-candidates de-
termining unit 245.
[0070] On the basis of the orthogonality r, the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 determines the number of
candidates for the transmission signal point x1 which are to be computed by the first-stage computing unit 246. The
number-of-candidates determining unit 245 outputs the determined number of candidates to the first-stage computing
unit 246. For example, when the orthogonality r (= |b/c|) is larger than a first threshold, the number-of-candidates
determining unit 245 sets the number of candidates for the transmission signal point x1 such that the number of candidates
is larger than a second threshold. When the orthogonality r is smaller than or equal to the first threshold, the number-
of-candidates determining unit 245 determines the number of candidates such that it is smaller than or equal to the
second threshold.
[0071] A reason why the number of candidates for the transmission signal point x1 may be determined based on the
orthogonality r (= |b/c|) will be described below. In the QRM-MLD, in the first stage, calculation is performed as given by: 

[0072] In the second stage, calculation is performed as given by:

[0073] In addition, a combination of the transmission signal points x0 and x1 with which the sum of expressions (14)
and (15) is the smallest is determined. That is, in the second stage, the candidate points are selected from the candidate
points for the transmission signal point x1 which were selected in the first stage.
[0074] However, according to an example embodiment the number of candidates for the transmission signal point x1
selected in the first stage is narrowed down to within a range in which no inversion occurs. The term "inversion" refers
to a case in which the candidate points of the transmission signal point x1 selected in the second stage are candidate
points other than the candidate points selected in the first stage. In the present embodiment, in order to ensure that such
inversion does not occur, the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 determines the number of candidates for the
transmission signal point x1.



EP 2 391 047 A2

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0075] When attention is given to expression (14), the magnitude of expression (14) varies according to the magnitude
of x1 and the degree of the variation depends on the magnitude of the coefficient c of x1. For example, when the coefficient
c is 100, the magnitude of expression (14) has a value, such as 1002 or 3002, that varies greatly depending on the value
of x1. In such a case, when x1 with which the magnitude of expression (14) is the smallest is selected as a candidate
point, it is highly likely that the selected candidate point is also the most favorable candidate point in the second stage,
since differences relative to the magnitude of expression (14) with respect to other candidates are large. Thus, when
the value of c is larger than a threshold, the probability that the above-described inversion occurs is smaller than a
threshold even when the number of candidates for x1 is narrowed down.
[0076] On the other hand, when c has a value dose to 0, the magnitude of expression (14) changes to, for example,
12, 32, and so on, which is smaller than a case in which c is 100, no matter how x1 is selected. In such a case, when
the number of candidate points for x1 is excessively narrowed down in the first stage, the inversion can occur since
differences relative to the candidate points in expression (14) are small compared to the case in which c is 100. Thus,
in such a case, in the first stage, a larger number of candidates than in the case in which c is 100 may be selected.
[0077] In the second stage, when attention is given to equation (15), x1 is dependent on the magnitude of the coefficient
b. For example, when b is larger a threshold, the magnitude of equation (15) can assume a value that varies greatly
according to the magnitude of x1, Thus, in such a case, equation (15) has a value that varies greatly depending on x1
selected in the first stage. In such a case, a larger number of candidates for x1 than the threshold may be selected in
the first stage, taking the above-described inversion into account.
[0078] On the other hand, when b is smaller than the threshold, the magnitude of equation (15) varies in a small range
of values compared to the case in which b is larger than the threshold, regardless of the selection of x1. In such a case,
since a change in the magnitude of equation (15) is small, the number of candidates for x1 selected in the first stage
may be set smaller than the threshold. For example, when b is 0, x1 selected in expression (14) is the most favorable
x1 (in this case, the number of candidates is 1), the magnitude of (15) becomes independent from x1, and candidate
points of another transmission signal point x0 are selected in the second stage.
[0079] Thus, the number of candidates for x1 selected in the first and second stages is dependent on the coefficients
b and c in the first and second stages. Hence, in the present embodiment, the number of candidates is determined
according to the value of |b/c|.
[0080] However, the influence the selection of x1 in the first stage has on the second stage depends on the magnitude
of the coefficient b in equation (15). That is, since the ultimate value of x1 is selected in the second stage, the coefficient
b has a larger degree of influence on distance calculation in each stage than the coefficient c. Thus, the inversion is
more likely to occur depending on the magnitude of b.
[0081] From equations (10) and (11), b/c is expressed as: 

[0082] In this case, when a reception vector A of the first stream is represented by (a0, c0) and a reception vector B
of the second stream is represented by (b0, d0), the denominator of equation (16) is equal to the outer product of the
two vectors A and B and the numerator is equal to the inner product of the two vectors A and B. Letting θ be an angle
between the two vectors A and B, equation (16) is given as a θ-dependent equation, as expressed by: 

[0083] Herein, for example, an amount corresponding to θ is used as an orthogonality r. Figs. 4A to 4C depict examples
of relationships between two vectors A and B and the angle θ. When θ is 90° (or the vectors A and B are orthogonal to
each other, for example, as depicted in Fig. 4B), the orthogonality r is 0, and when θ is 0° (or the vectors A and B are
parallel to each other or the degree of orthogonality is the smallest, for example, as depicted in Fig. 4C), the orthogonality
r is infinite.
[0084] For example, since it is known that two vectors are orthogonal to each other when the inner product of complex
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vectors is 0, the orthogonality r is 0 when two vectors A and B are orthogonal to each other. With respect to complex
components, r can also be regarded as an amount associated with the degree of the orthogonality of two vectors A and B.
[0085] Thus, when b/c is sufficiently small, the degree of influence of the candidate points of the transmission signal
point x1 which are selected in the first stage and the degree of influence of the candidate points of the transmission
signal point x0 which are selected in the second stage are smaller than a threshold, and the candidate points of two
transmission signal points x0 and x1 can be selected independently in the respective stages. In such a case, it can be
said that two transmission signal points x0 and x1 can be easily separated.
[0086] Thus, with the orthogonality r (= b/c) being smaller than the threshold, even when the number-of-candidates
determining unit 245 sets the number of candidates such that it is smaller than the threshold, x0 with which the distance
|y0-ax0-bx1|2 is smaller than or equal to a threshold is selected in the second stage, as long as an x1 candidate point
with which the distance |y1-cx1|2 is sufficiently small is selected. Consequently, for example, the amount of processing
in the first stage and the second stage is reduced by an amount corresponding to a reduction in the number of candidates
relative to the threshold.
[0087] On the other hand, when b/c is larger than the threshold, bx1 also becomes sufficiently large and the degree
of influence the candidate points of the transmission signal point x1 which were selected in the first stage have on
expression (15) in the second stage increases correspondingly. That is, depending on which candidate point of the
transmission signal point x1 is selected in the first stage, the value of expression (15) varies greatly. In such a case,
when the candidate points of the transmission signal point x1 are excessively narrowed down, candidate points of the
correct transmission signal point x0 cannot be selected in the second stage (because of occurrence of the inversion).
When the correct transmission signal points x1 and x0 are not estimated as a result of the excessive narrowing down of
the candidate points, the radio characteristics deteriorate. Thus, when the orthogonality r (= b/c) is larger than the
threshold, the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 can prevent such radio characteristic deterioration by deter-
mining the number of candidate points which is larger than the threshold.
[0088] As described above, b/c indicating the orthogonality r represents, for example, ease of separation of two
transmission streams. When two transmission streams can be easily decomposed (i.e., when the orthogonality r is larger
than the threshold), it is regarded that the MIMO wireless communication system 10 has a favorable reception quality.
When it is difficult to separate two transmission streams (i.e., when the orthogonality is smaller than or equal to the
threshed), the reception quality is not favorable.
[0089] The number-of-candidates determining unit 245 determines the number candidates such that, for example,
when the reception quality is more favorable than the threshold, the number of candidates for the candidate points of
the transmission signal point x1 is smaller than the threshold and, when the reception quality is less favorable than the
threshold, the number of candidates is larger than the threshold. The reception quality is, for example, an index indicating
ease of separation of a plurality of transmission streams into discrete streams.
[0090] Fig. 5 illustrates an example of a number-of-candidates determination table 2451 held by the number-of-
candidates determining unit 245. In the example illustrated in Fig. 5, the modulation system is 64QAM. The number-of-
candidates determination table 2451 has an "orthogonality" field and a "number of candidates" field, in which the number
of candidates is stored for each orthogonality. The number-of-candidates determining unit 245 refers to the number-of-
candidates determination table 2451 to read the number of candidates which corresponds to the orthogonality r output
from the orthogonality computing unit 244, and outputs the read number of candidates to the first-stage computing unit
246. As illustrated in the number-of-candidates determination table 2451, when the orthogonality is 0, two transmission
streams can be easily separated (i.e., the reception quality is favorable) and the number of candidates is 1, which is the
smallest number. When the orthogonality is larger than 0.8, it is difficult to separate two transmission streams (i.e., the
reception quality is not favorable) and the number of candidates is 64, which is the largest number.
[0091] Referring back to the example of Fig. 3, by using the upper triangular matrix R, the converted signal points y1,
and the number of candidates, the first-stage computing unit 246 selects candidate points for x1, the number of candidate
points corresponding to the number of candidates. That is, the first-stage computing unit 246 selects, in ascending order
of the value of expression (14), the candidate points for the transmission signal point x1 which correspond to the number
of candidates determined by the number-of-candidates determining unit 245. The first-stage computing unit 246 outputs,
to the second-stage computing unit 247, the candidate points of the transmission signal point x1 which correspond to
the number of candidates.
[0092] By using the candidate points for the transmission signal point x1 and the converted signal point y0, the second-
stage computing unit 247 selects one or multiple candidate points for the transmission signal point x0 such that the value
of expression (15) is smaller than a threshold. The second-stage computing unit 247 then estimates, as the transmission
signal points x0 and x1, the candidate points with which the sum of expression (14) and expression (15) is the smallest,
and outputs the estimated transmission signal points x0 and x1. An estimating unit 2460 estimates the signal points x0
and x1 of the two transmission signals, and may have the first-stage and second-stage computing units 246 and 247.
[0093] The error-correction decoder 260 performs error-correction decoding processing on the transmission signal
points x0 and x1.
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[0094] An exemplary operation in the first embodiment will be described next. Fig. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an
exemplary operation. The receiving apparatus 200 starts processing in operation S10 and determines channel estimated
values in operation S11. For example, the channel estimating unit 241 determines channel estimated values a0, c0, b0,
and d0 on the basis of demodulated pilot signals.
[0095] In operation S12, the receiving apparatus 200 performs QR decomposition on a channel matrix H. For example,
on the basis of the channel estimated values a0, c0, b0, and d0, the QR-decomposition matrix generating unit 242
generates an upper triangular matrix R (e.g., equation (8)) and a unitary matrix Q (e.g., equation (7) and equations (9)
to (11)) with respect to the channel matrix H.
[0096] In operation S13, the receiving apparatus 200 multiplies reception signal points r0 and r1 by the unitary matrix
Q to obtain signal points y0 and y1. For example, the reception-signal converting unit 243 multiplies the reception signal
points r0 and r1 by the unitary matrix Q output from the QR-decomposition matrix generating unit 242, to obtain the signal
points y0 and y1 (e.g., equation (12)).
[0097] In operation S14, the receiving apparatus 200 computes an orthogonality r on the basis of the upper triangular
matrix R. For example, the orthogonality computing unit 244 computes the orthogonality r (e.g., equation (13)) by com-
puting the ratio (e.g., "b/c") of the diagonal element versus the off-diagonal element with respect to the matrix R output
from the QR-decomposition matrix generating unit 242.
[0098] In operation S15, the receiving apparatus 200 determines the number of candidates on the basis of the orthog-
onality r. For example, by referring to the number-of-candidates determination table 2451, the number-of-candidates
determining unit 245 selects the number of candidates which corresponds to the orthogonality r.
[0099] After the processing in operation S12, the receiving apparatus 200 may perform the processing in operations
S14 and S15 prior to the processing in operation S13.
[0100] In operation S16, in a first stage, the receiving apparatus 200 computes candidate points of the transmission
signal point x1 which correspond to the determined number of candidates. For example, the first-stage computing unit
246 computes, in ascending order of the distance |y1-cx1|2, candidate points of the transmission signal point x1 which
correspond to the number of candidates.
[0101] In a second stage, in operation S17, the receiving apparatus 200 determines the transmission signal points x0
and x1. For example, the second-stage computing unit 247 computes, in ascending order of the distance |y0-ax0-bx1|2,
one or multiple candidate points of the transmission signal point x1 and determines, as the transmission signal points
x0 and x1, the candidate points with which |y1-cx1|2+|y0-ax0-bx1|2 is the smallest.
[0102] In operation S18, the receiving apparatus 200 ends the series of processing.
[0103] The description in the first embodiment has been given of an example in which the orthogonality r is the ratio
(b/c) of the diagonal element in the upper triangular matrix R. For example, for the ratio of the diagonal element, the
orthogonality r may be c/b. In such a case, when the orthogonality r is larger than a threshold (i.e., when the reception
quality is not favorable), the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 selects the number of candidates which is larger
than a threshold, and when the orthogonality r is smaller than or equal to the threshold (i.e., when the reception quality
is favorable), the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 selects the number of candidates which is smaller than or
equal to the threshold.
[0104] <Second Embodiment>
[0105] A second embodiment will be described next. The second embodiment is an example in which the first and
second stages are executed in parallel and is similar to the first embodiment in that the number of candidates to be
selected is varied based on the orthogonality (or the reception quality).
[0106] Fig. 7 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary configuration of the receiving apparatus 200 including the MIMO
decoder 240. The MIMO decoder 240 includes an inverse-matrix generating unit 251, an inverse-matrix multiplying unit
252, and a total-distance calculating and estimating unit (hereinafter, a total-distance calculating unit) 253.
[0107] The inverse-matrix generating unit 251 generates an inverse matrix H-1 of the channel matrix H on the basis
of the channel estimated values a0, c0, b0, and d0.
[0108] The inverse-matrix multiplying unit 252 multiplies the reception signal points r0 and r1 by the inverse matrix H-1

output from the inverse-matrix generating unit 251, and outputs the resulting signal points r0’ and r1’ to the first-stage
and second-stage computing units 246 and 247, respectively.
[0109] The inverse-matrix generating unit 251 computes the inverse matrix H-1 and the inverse-matrix multiplying unit
252 multiplies the reception signal points r0 and r1 by the inverse matrix H-1, as described above, for, for example, the
following reason.
[0110] That is, when the transmission vector is represented by (x0, x1) and the reception vector is represented by (r0,
r1), the 2�2 MIMO wireless communication system 10 can be modeled as: 
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[0111] The inverse matrix H-1 of the channel matrix H is expressed as:

[0112] Sequentially multiplying equation (18) from the left by the inverse matrix H-1 yields: 

[0113] Let the elements be given as: 



EP 2 391 047 A2

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0114] In this case, equation (20) can be modified as: 

[0115] The elements of equation (25) are given by: 

[0116] In this form, the candidate points of the transmission signal points x0 and x1 can be computed independently.
The inverse-matrix multiplying unit 252 computes equations (20) to (25) and outputs the resulting r0’ and r1’.
[0117] For example, on the basis of equation (25-1), the first-stage computing unit 246 determines, in ascending order
of a distance |r0’-x0|2, candidate points of the transmission signal point x0 which correspond to the number of candidates
determined by the number-of-candidates determining unit 245. The first-stage computing unit 246 also determines
distances l0 between the determined candidate points and the signal point r0’.
[0118] For example, on the basis of equation (25-2), the second-stage computing unit 247 determines, in ascending
order of a distance |r1’-x1|2, the candidate points of the transmission signal point x1 which correspond to the number of
candidates determined by the number-of-candidates determining unit 245. The second-stage computing unit 247 also
determines distances l1 between the determined candidate points and the signal point r1’.
[0119] Fig. 8 depicts an example of relationships between a transmission signal point x0 and a signal point r0’. In the
example depicted in Fig. 8, the number of candidates is 5, so that five candidate points x0-1 to x0-5 are selected and five
distances l0-1 to l0-5 are computed. The first-stage computing unit 246 can compute a number of candidate points
corresponding to the number of candidates, for example, by using an area determination method. For example, since
the transmission signal points are placed at positions in an IQ plane in accordance with a modulation system, the area
determination method may be a method in which the positions and boundary lines are preset and the candidate points
are determined according to, in an IQ plane, within which boundary line the signal point r0’ is located.
[0120] However, as indicated by equation (20), the candidate points of the transmission signal points x0 and x1 which
are determined in the corresponding stages are also candidate points in a vector space which are obtained by multiplying
the reception signal points r0 and r1 by the inverse matrix H-1. Thus, since the distances l0 and l1 are also distances in
a vector space which are obtained by multiplication of the inverse matrix H-1, multiplying the determined distances l0
and l1 by the channel matrix H enables the distances l0 and l1 to be converted into distances in the same vector space
as for the reception signal points r0 and r1 (or into the distances between the candidate points and the reception signal
points r0 and r1). Multiplying the distances l0 and l1 by the channel matrix H yields: 

[0121] A total-distance calculating unit 253 is adapted to calculate a square sum of the elements of equation (26) as
a total distance L and to select the candidate points of the transmission signal points x0 and x1 such that the total distance
L becomes the smallest. The total distance L can be given as: 
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[0122] The candidate points of the transmission signal points x0 and x1 with which the total distance L is the smallest
are candidate points with which the distances between the candidate points and the corresponding reception signal
points r0 and r1 are the smallest in the same vector space as for the reception signal points r0 and r1. The total-distance
calculating unit 253 computes the candidate points with which the total distance L is the smallest. The estimating unit
2460 for estimating two transmission signal points x0 and x1 may have, for example, the first-stage and second-stage
computing units 246 and 247 and the total-distance calculating unit 253.
[0123] In the second embodiment, although the orthogonality computing unit 244 computes the orthogonality r and
the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 determines the number of candidates for the candidate points of the
transmission signal points x0 and x1, as in the first embodiment, the orthogonality computing unit 244 computes the
orthogonality r by using the expression below: 

[0124] A reason why the orthogonality r is computed in such a manner will be described next. When attention is given
to equation (27), the values of the first term and the second term become small as the distance l0 and l1 calculated in
the first stage and the second stage decrease. However, even when two distances l0 and l1 are smaller than a threshold,
the third term can assume a value that varies depending on the coefficient (a0*b0+c0*d0). For example, when the
coefficient (a0*b0+c0*d0) is -10, the third term becomes small and the total distance L becomes small, as l0*l1 is a positive
value and the absolute value thereof becomes large. In the computation of the total distance L, not only do the first and
second first-stage computing units 246 and 247 independently compute the candidate points with which the distance is
the smallest, but also the total-distance calculating unit 253 computes the candidate points with which the total distance
L becomes the smallest, on the basis of those candidate points.
[0125] As described in the first embodiment, the orthogonality indicates, for example, ease of separation of multiple
transmission streams and also indicates the degree of influence of two candidate points selected in the first stage and
the second stage. The denominator of equation (28) indicates the coefficients of the first and second terms of the total
distance L and the numerator of equation (28) indicates the coefficient of the third term of the total distance L. Thus,
equation (28) indicates, for example, the degree of influence of the third term on the first and second terms, and indicates
the degree of influence of two candidate points in each stage, as in the first embodiment.
[0126] That is, the numerator of equation (28) includes channel estimated values a0, c0, b0, and d0, and is computed
using the pilot signals for two transmission streams, and is (or corresponds to) the inner product of two reception vectors
for the reception signal points r0 and r1. As described above, since the reception signal points r0 and r1 include components
of two transmission signal points, a reception vector for the reception signal point r0 and a reception vector for the
reception signal point r1 exist. The numerator of equation (28) assumes a value of 0, when two reception vectors are
orthogonal to each other, and assumes a larger value than a threshold as two reception vectors approach parallel to
each other. The denominator of equation (28) yields an addition value obtained by adding the magnitude (|a|2+|c|2) of
the reception vector for the reception signal r0 and the magnitude (|b|2+|d|2) of the reception vector for the reception
signal r1. Thus, equation (28) generally indicates, for example, the ratio of the addition value of the magnitudes of two
reception vectors versus the inner product of two reception vectors. The orthogonality r given by equation (28), therefore,
has a value associated with the degree of influence or orthogonality with respect to two candidate points, as in the first
embodiment.
[0127] Although the orthogonality r in the first embodiment has been described as being the ratio (b/c) of the diagonal
element versus the off-diagonal element in the upper triangular matrix R, the orthogonality r can also be expressed using
the channel estimated values a0, c0, b0, and d0 on the basis of equations (10) and (11), as in equation (28).
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[0128] By referring to the number-of-candidates determination table 2451, the number-of-candidates determining unit
245 uses the orthogonality r to determine the number of candidates for the candidate points for each of the transmission
signal points x0 and x1, the candidate points being to be selected by the first-stage and second-stage computing units
246 and 247. In the second embodiment, since the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 determines two numbers
of candidates, the number-of-candidates determination table 2451 has a form corresponding thereto. Fig. 9A and 9B
illustrate examples of the number-of-candidates determination table 2451. As illustrated in Fig. 9A, the number of can-
didates for the transmission signal point x0 and the number of candidates for the transmission signal point x1 may be
stored independently from each other. Alternatively, the number of candidates for the transmission signal point x1 and
the number of candidates for the transmission signal point x0 may be stored in different tables 2451 (e.g., the number-
of-candidates determination table 2451 illustrated in Fig. 5 and the number-of-candidates determination table 2451
illustrated in Fig. 9B) so as to correspond to the orthogonality r.
[0129] An exemplary operation in the second embodiment will be described next. Fig. 10 is a flowchart illustrating an
exemplary operation.
[0130] The threshold controller 200 starts processing in operation S20 and determines channel estimated values in
operation S21. For example, the channel estimating unit 241 determines channel estimated values a0, c0, b0, and d0 on
the basis of pilot signals, as in the first embodiment.
[0131] In operation S22, the receiving apparatus 200 determines an inverse matrix H-1 of a channel matrix H. For
example, on the basis of the channel estimated values a0, c0, b0, and d0, the inverse-matrix generating unit 251 uses
equation (19) to compute the inverse matrix H-1.
[0132] Subsequently, in operation S23, the receiving apparatus 200 multiplies reception signal points r0 and r1 by the
inverse matrix H-1, and outputs the resulting signal points r0’ and r1’ to the first-stage and second-stage computing units
246 and 247, respectively. For example, the inverse-matrix multiplying unit 252 computes equations (20) to (25).
[0133] In operation S24, the receiving apparatus 200 computes an orthogonality r on the basis of the channel estimated
values a0, c0, b0, and d0. For example, the orthogonality computing unit 244 computes the orthogonality r by computing
equation (28).
[0134] In operation S25, on the basis of the orthogonality r, the receiving apparatus 200 determines the number of
candidates for each of the transmission signal points x0 and x1. For example, when the orthogonality r is smaller than
a threshold (or the reception quality is favorable), the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 determines the number
of candidate points for each of the transmission signal points x0 and x1 in the first-stage and second-stage computing
units 246 and 247 such that the number of candidate points is smaller than a threshold. Thus, for example, the amounts
of processing in the first stage and the second stage are reduced by amounts corresponding to a reduction in the number
of candidates relative to the thresholds, as in the first embodiment. When the orthogonality r is larger than the threshold
(or when the reception quality is not favorable), the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 determines the number
of candidates for each of the transmission signal points x0 and x1 such that the number of candidates is larger than the
threshold. With this arrangement, for example, it is possible to prevent radio characteristic deterioration caused by a
case in which the correct transmission signal points x1 and x0 are not estimated as a result of excessive narrowing down
of the number of candidates.
[0135] In operation S26, in corresponding stages, the receiving apparatus 200 determines the candidate points of the
transmission signal points x0 and x1, the number of candidate points corresponding to the number of candidates, and
distances l0 and l1 (i.e., distances between the candidate points and the corresponding signal points r0’ and r1’), the
number of distances corresponding to the number of candidates. For example, the first-stage and second-stage com-
puting units 246 and 247 compute the candidate points and the distances, the number of which corresponds to the
number of candidates, in ascending order of the distance |r0’-x0|2 and the distance |r1’-x1|2 on the basis of corresponding
equations (25-1) and (25-2).
[0136] Subsequently, in operation S27, the receiving apparatus 200 computes total distances L on the basis of the
distances l0 and l1 and the channel estimated values a0, c0, b0, and d0. For example, the total-distance calculating unit
253 uses equation (27) to compute a number of total distances L which corresponds to the number of candidates.
[0137] Subsequently, in operation S28, the receiving apparatus 200 determines, as transmission signal points x0 and
x1, a combination of the candidate points with which the total distance L is the smallest. For example, the total-distance
calculating unit 253 determines, as the transmission signal points x0 and x1, the candidate points with which the smallest
of the total distances L is obtained, the number of total distances corresponding to the number of candidates.
[0138] The receiving apparatus 200 then performs error-correction decoding processing on the transmission signal
points x0 and x1 and ends the series of processing in operation S29.
[0139] <Third Embodiment>
[0140] The descriptions in the first and second embodiments have been given of the 2�2 MIMO wireless communication
system 10 having two transmit antennas 150 and two receive antennas 210. The embodiment is also applicable to, for
example, an n�m MIMO wireless communication system 10 (where n and m are natural numbers that do not assume
2 at the same time and that satisfy n ≥ 2 and m ≥ 2). Such an application will be described below as a third embodiment.
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[0141] If, however, the number "m" of receive antennas is smaller than the number "n" of transmit antennas, the
throughput characteristic deteriorates. Thus, the following description is given of a case in which the number "m" of
receive antennas is larger than the number "n" of transmit antennas. First, a description will be given of an example of
a case in which the number "m" of receive antennas and the number "n" of transmit antennas are the same (i.e., m = n).
[0142] Fig. 11 illustrates another exemplary configuration of the receiving apparatus 200. The receiving apparatus
200 includes first to nth receive antennas 210-1 to 210-n, first to nth FFT units 230-1 to 230-n, and first-stage to nth-
stage computing units 246-1 to 246-n.
[0143] The first to nth receive antennas 210-1 to 210-n output reception signals to the first to nth FFT units 230-1 to
230-n.
[0144] The first to nth FFT units 230-1 to 230-n output FFT-processed pilot signals to the channel estimating unit 241
and output FFT-processed reception signals r1 to rn to the reception-signal converting unit 243.
[0145] The channel estimating unit 241 outputs channel estimated values for the respective receive antennas 210-1
to 210-n (or for the respective transmission streams 1 to n) to the QR-decomposition matrix generator 242. On the basis
of the channel estimated values, the QR-decomposition matrix generating unit 242 generates a channel matrix H and
performs QR decomposition thereon to generate a matrix R. The QR-decomposition matrix generating unit 242 then
outputs the matrix R to the orthogonality computing unit 244. For example, when the elements of the matrix R are
represented by Ri,j (i = 1 to n, j = 1 to n), the matrix R can be expressed as: 

[0146] For example, the orthogonality computing unit 244 computes an orthogonality r by using equation (29): 

[0147] In equation (30), when vectors A1 to An-k+1 are orthogonal (or the reception quality is more favorable than a
threshold), r is equal to 0, and when the vectors A1 to An-k+1 are parallel (or the reception quality is less favorable than
the threshold), r is infinite, as in the first embodiment.
[0148] For example, when the orthogonality r is larger than a first threshold, the number-of-candidates determining
unit 245 determines the number of candidates for xn-k+1 to be selected in the kth stage such that the number of candidates
is larger than a second threshold. When the orthogonality r is smaller than or equal to the first threshold, the number-
of-candidates determining unit 245 determines the number of candidates for xn-k+1 to be selected in the kth stage such
that the number of candidates is smaller than or equal to the second threshold.
[0149] The first-stage to nth-stage computing units 246-1 to 246-n select candidate points of the transmission signal
points xn to x1, the candidate points corresponding to the respective determined numbers of candidates. For example,
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the kth-stage computing unit 246-k selects candidate points of the transmission signal point xn-k+1 which corresponds
to the determined number of candidates, and outputs the selected candidate points to the (k+1)th-stage computing unit
246-(k+1) in conjunction with the candidate points for the transmission signal points x1 to xn. The nth-stage computing
unit 246-n outputs the candidate points of the n transmission signal points x1 to xn. For example, the first-stage to nth-
stage computing units 246-1 to 246-n may constitute the estimating unit 2460.
[0150] For example, for n = 3 (i.e., the number of receive antennas is 3), the upper triangular matrix R resulting from
the QR decomposition can be expressed as: 

[0151] The first-stage computing unit 246-1 selects x3 corresponding to the number of candidates such that expression
(32) below is smaller than or equal to a threshold. 

[0152] The second-stage computing unit 246-2 selects x2 corresponding to the number of candidates such that ex-
pression (33) below is smaller than or equal to a threshold. 

[0153] The third-stage computing unit 246-3 further selects x1 corresponding to the number of candidates such that
expression (34) below is smaller than or equal to a threshold. 

[0154] In this case, from equation (30), the orthogonality r for k = 2 (the second stage) is given by:

[0155] Equation (35) indicates a ratio of the coefficient d (e.g., equation (33)) of x2 selected in the second stage versus
the coefficient b (e.g., equation (34)) of x2 selected in the third stage. This is also the ratio of the coefficient (e.g., d) of
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the candidate points selected in the current stage versus the coefficient (e.g., b) of the same candidate points in the
next stage, similarly to the orthogonality r (equation (13)) in the first embodiment described above.
[0156] For n = 3 and k = 1 (the first stage), the orthogonality r is given by: 

[0157] Equation (36) also indicates that the number of candidates for x3 selected in the first stage is dependent on
the coefficient f of x3 selected in the first stage, the coefficient e of x3 in the second stage, and the coefficient c of x3 in
the third stage.
[0158] Thus, in the kth stage, the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 determines the number of candidates
for the transmission signal point xn-k+1, in accordance with the value of the orthogonality r. In such a manner, the number
of candidates may be determined according to the orthogonality r. The reason is that, for example, the magnitude of the
influence the candidate point xn-k+1 selected in the kth stage has on the distance calculated in the kth stage depends
on the element Rn-k+1,n-k+1 (e.g., f) of the matrix R, whereas the magnitude of the influence the same candidate point
xn-k+1 has on the distances calculated in the (k+1)th and the subsequent stages depends on the element Rj,n-k+1 (e.g.,
c and e, where j is the stage number of the (k+1)th or subsequent stages) of the matrix R.
[0159] As another example, the orthogonality r may be given as: 

[0160] For example, for n = 3 and k = 1, the orthogonality r is given as: 

[0161] The orthogonality r indicted by equation (37) takes into account the degree of influence (e.g., the coefficient e
in the second stage) of xk on the distance calculation in the (k+1)th stage, but does not take into account the influence
(e.g., the coefficient c in the third stage) on the distance calculation in the (k+2)th and subsequent stages. Since the
influence on the stage after the next is not considered in the current stage, the amount of calculation can be reduced
compared to the case of equation (30).
[0162] In equation (37), when the vectors A1 to An-k+1 are orthogonal (or when the reception quality is more favorable
than the threshold), r is equal to 0, and when the vectors are parallel, r is infinite. For example, the orthogonality computing
unit 244 computes the orthogonality r by using equation (37), and the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 de-
termines the number of candidates for each stage in accordance with the orthogonality r, in the same manner as described
above. In equations (30) and (37), the orthogonality r is also expressed as a ratio of the diagonal element (e.g., the
coefficient f) versus the off-diagonal element (e.g., the coefficients c and e) in the matrix R resulting from the QR
decomposition.
[0163] As another example, the orthogonality r may be expressed as: 
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[0164] Equation (39) indicates, for example, the degree of influence the candidate points of x which were selected in
the first to kth stages has on the (k+1)th and subsequent stages. When equation (39) is used, the candidate points with
which the cumulative distance is smaller than or equal to C�r (C is a constant) are selected, as the ultimate candidate
points, from the candidate points with which the cumulative distances are smallest up to the third stages. Further, in the
(k+1)th stage, the ultimate candidate points are used for the distance computation. The cumulative distance is, for
example, the sum of distances calculated up to the kth stage (or the distance calculated in the kth stage).
[0165] For example, for n = 3 and k = 2, the orthogonality r is given as: 

[0166] For example, when r in equation (40) is 3 and C is 10, C�r = 30 is given. In this case, the cumulative distance
is, for example, the sum of a distance (|y3-fx3|2) calculated in the first stage and a distance (|y2-dx2-ex3|2) calculated in
the second stage. For example, it is assumed that the cumulative distance is 10 when (1, 3) are selected as a set (x3,
x2) of candidate points, the cumulative distance is 15 when the candidate points (-1, 1) are selected, and the cumulative
distance is 50 when the candidate points (-1, -1) are selected. In this case, with respect to sets of candidate points to
be selected in the third stage, the difference of the cumulative distance "15" relative to the smallest cumulative distance
"10" is 5 and the difference of the cumulative distance "50" relative to the smallest cumulative distance "10" is 40. Thus,
the two sets (1, 3) and (-1, 1) with which the difference in the cumulative distance is smaller than or equal to C�r (= 30)
are to be selected in the third stage.
[0167] When equation (39) is used, for example, sets of candidate points to be calculated in a next stage are determined
based on the orthogonality r and the cumulative distance. Thus, in Fig. 11, the (k-1)-stage computing unit 246-(k-1)
outputs the cumulative distance for the selected candidate points to the number-of-candidates determining unit 245.
The number-of-candidates determining unit 245 compares C�r, obtained by multiplying the constant C by the orthog-
onality r, with the cumulative distance, and determines sets of candidate points to be selected, in accordance with the
magnitude indicated by the comparison, as described above. The number-of-candidates determining unit 245 then
reports the determined sets to the kth-stage computing unit 246-k. The kth-stage computing unit 246-k computes distances
in the kth stage to select candidate points of the transmission signal point xn-k+1 from the sets of candidate points
determined by the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 and outputs a cumulative distance including the candidate
points to the number-of-candidates determining unit 245. Thereafter, processing in the (k+1)th and subsequent stages
are executed.
[0168] The possibility that the above-described inversion occurs in the (k+1)th and subsequent stages becomes higher
than a threshold, as the orthogonality r increases and the difference in the cumulative distance up to the kth stage
decreases.
[0169] In equation (39), when the reception vectors are orthogonal to each other (or, when the reception quality is
more favorable than the threshold), r is equal to 0, and when the reception vectors are parallel to each other (or, when
the reception quality is less favorable than the threshold), r is infinite.
[0170] The above description has been given of a case in which the number "n" of transmit antennas and the number
"m" of receive antennas are the same. Calculation can similarly be performed when the number "m" of receive antennas
is larger than the number "n" of transmit antennas. For example, when the number of transmit antennas is 3 and the
number of receive antennas is 2, let the upper triangular matrix R be given as: 
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[0171] In this case, when the converted signal points are indicated as y1 to y3 with respect to the reception signal
points r1 to r3 and the transmission signal points are indicated as x1 and x2, the converted signal points can be expressed
as: 

[0172] In this case, n1 to n3 denote noise components.
[0173] In this case, as computation in the first stage, the first-stage computing unit 246-1 selects x2 corresponding to
the number of candidates such that expression (43) below is smaller than a threshold. 

[0174] As computation in the second stage, the second-stage computing unit 246-2 selects x2 and x1 corresponding
to the number of candidates such that expression (44) below is smaller than a threshold. 

[0175] In addition, as computation in the third stage, the third-stage computing unit 246-3 selects x1 and x2 such that
expression (45) below is the smallest. 

[0176] In each stage, by using equations (30) or (37), the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 can determine
the number of candidates in the same manner as described above.
[0177] However, the third-stage computing unit 246-3 cannot newly select x1 and x2 and thus computes the distances
on the basis of the candidates of x1 and x2 selected by the second-stage computing unit 246-2. Thus, for m > n, no new
candidate points of the transmission signal point x are selected in the halfway and subsequent stages and thus the
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distances with respect to xi selected in the stages prior to the halfway stage are calculated.
[0178] <Other Embodiments>
[0179] Other embodiments will be described next.
[0180] For example, for an OFDM system, it is possible to perform MIMO decoding on one or multiple subcarriers at
the same time. Thus, the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 can also determine the number of candidates for
each subcarrier. For example, as illustrated in Fig. 3, the first and second FFT units 231 and 232 output transmission
signal points r0 and r1 for each subcarrier and the reception-signal converting unit 243 outputs the converted signal
points y1 and y0 for each subcarrier. Since the channel estimating unit 241 computes the channel estimated values a0,
c0, b0, and d0 for each subcarrier, the orthogonality computing unit 244 can compute the orthogonality r for each subcarrier.
In this case, the total number of candidates can be made constant according to the number of subcarriers decoded by
the error-correction decoder 260. For example, when the number of subcarriers is 5, the total number of candidates
assigned to the first to fifth subcarriers may be set to 100, for example, with the number of candidates for the candidate
points of the transmission signal point x1 with respect to the first subcarrier being set to 10, the number of candidates
with respect to the second subcarrier being set to 17, and so on. Such an arrangement can make the number of processible
candidates in the entire receiving apparatus 200 to be constant, can facilitate circuit design, and can also make the
circuit scale smaller than a certain size. In the second embodiment, similarly, the inverse-matrix multiplying unit 252 can
output the signal points r0’ and r1’ for each subcarrier and the number-of-candidates determining unit 245 can determine
the number of candidates for the transmission signal points x1 and x0 for each subcarrier, as illustrated in Fig. 7.
[0181] All examples and conditional language recited herein are intended for pedagogical purposes to aid the reader
in understanding the principles of the invention and the concepts contributed by the inventor to furthering the art, and
are to be construed as being without limitation to such specifically recited examples and conditions, nor does the organ-
ization of such examples in the specification relate to a showing of the superiority and inferiority of the invention. Although
the embodiment(s) of the present invention(s) has(have) been described in detail, it should be understood that the
various changes, substitutions, and alterations could be made hereto without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention.
In any of the above aspects, the various features may be implemented in hardware, or as software modules running on
one or more processors. Features of one aspect may be applied to any of the other aspects.
The invention also provides a computer program or a computer program product for carrying out any of the methods
described herein, and a computer readable medium having stored thereon a program for carrying out any of the methods
described herein. A computer program embodying the invention may be stored on a computer-readable medium, or it
could, for example, be in the form of a signal such as a downloadable data signal provided from an Internet website, or
it could be in any other form.
There is disclosed herein a receiving apparatus for estimating first and second transmission signals transmitted from
respective first and second transmit antennas of a transmitting apparatus, based on first and second reception signals
received by respective first and second receive antennas, the receiving apparatus comprising:

a receiver that receives the first and second reception signals through the receive antennas ;
a processor that multiplies first and second reception signal points for the respective first and second reception
signals by a matrix and outputs resulting converted first and second reception signal points, determines a number
of candidates for at least first transmission-signal candidate points, based on a reception quality for the first and
second reception signals, and selects, based on the converted first and second reception signal points, the first
transmission-signal candidate points and second transmission-signal candidate points, the number of first trans-
mission-signal candidate points corresponding to the determined number of candidates, and that estimates, as the
first and second transmission signals, the first and second transmission-signal candidate points with which distances
between the selected first and second transmission-signal candidate points and the corresponding converted first
and second reception signal points are smallest.

Claims

1. A receiving apparatus for estimating first and second transmission signals transmitted from respective first and
second transmit antennas of a transmitting apparatus, based on first and second reception signals received by
respective first and second receive antennas, the receiving apparatus comprising:

a converting unit that multiplies first and second reception signal points for the respective first and second
reception signals by a matrix and outputs resulting converted first and second reception signal points;
a number-of-candidates determining unit that determines a number of candidates for at least first transmission-
signal candidate points, based on a reception quality for the first and second reception signals; and
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an estimating unit that selects, based on the converted first and second reception signal points, the first trans-
mission-signal candidate points and second transmission-signal candidate points, the number of first transmis-
sion-signal candidate points corresponding to the determined number of candidates, and that estimates, as the
first and second transmission signals, the first and second transmission-signal candidate points with which
distances between the selected first and second transmission-signal candidate points and the corresponding
converted first and second reception signal points are smallest.

2. The receiving apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the reception quality is an orthogonality indicating ease of
separation of the first transmission signal and the second transmission signal received by the first or second receive
antenna.

3. The receiving apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the reception quality is a ratio of a diagonal element
versus an off-diagonal element in an upper triangular matrix R resulting from QR decomposition of a channel matrix
generated based on known signals contained in the first and second reception signals.

4. The receiving apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the reception quality is a ratio of an
addition value obtained by adding magnitudes of first and second reception vectors for the first and second reception
signal points versus an inner product of the first and second reception vectors.

5. The receiving apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the number-of-candidates determining
unit determines, for each subcarrier, the number of candidates for at least the first transmission-signal candidate
points, based on the reception quality, and the number of first transmission-signal candidate points for a number of
subcarriers has a constant value.

6. The receiving apparatus according to claim 3, further comprising:

a QR decomposition matrix generating unit that generates a channel matrix based on the known signals and
that performs QR decomposition on the channel matrix to generate the upper triangular matrix R and a unitary
matrix Q,
wherein the matrix is the unitary matrix Q; and
the estimating unit comprises
a first-stage executing unit that selects, in ascending order of the distances between the converted first reception
signal and the first transmission-signal candidate points, the first transmission-signal candidate points, the
number of which corresponds to the number of candidates, and
a second-stage executing unit that selects, with respect to the first transmission-signal candidate points selected
by the first-stage executing unit, the first and second transmission-signal candidate points with which the distance
between the second transmission-signal candidate point and the converted second reception signal point is
smallest and that estimates the selected first and second transmission-signal candidate points as the first and
second transmission signal points.

7. The receiving apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, further comprising:

an inverse-matrix generating unit that generates a channel matrix based on known signals contained in the first
and second reception signals and that generates an inverse matrix of the channel matrix;
wherein the number-of-candidates determining unit determines the number of candidates for the first transmis-
sion-signal candidate points and the number of candidates for the second transmission-signal candidate points
based on the reception quality:

the matrix is the inverse matrix; and
the estimating unit comprises
a first computing unit that selects, based on the converted first reception signal point, the first transmission-
signal candidate points, the number of which corresponds to the number of candidates, and that computes
the distances between the selected first transmission-signal candidate points and the converted first re-
ception signal point,
a second computing unit that, based on the converted second reception signal point, selects the second
transmission-signal candidate points, the number of which corresponds to the number of the candidates,
and that computes the distances between the selected second transmission-signal candidate points and
the converted second reception signal point, and
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a determining unit that computes total distances based on the distances output from the first and second
computing units and elements of the channel matrix and that estimates, as the first and second transmission
signals, the first and second transmission-signal candidate points with which the total distance satisfies a
condition.

8. The receiving apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the determining unit computes the total distances by using: 

where l0 and l1 indicate the distances output from the respective first and second computing units, a0 and b0 indicate
the channel estimated values for the first reception signal, and c0 and d0 indicate the channel estimated values for
the second reception signal, and
the determining unit estimates, as the first and second transmission signal points, the first and second transmission-
signal candidate points with which a smallest of the total distances is obtained, the number of total distances
corresponding to the number of candidates.

9. The receiving apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein, when the reception quality has a value
that is more favorable than a first threshold, the number-of-candidates determining unit determines the number of
candidates which is smaller than a second threshold, and when the reception quality has a value that is less favorable
than the first threshold, the number-of-candidates determining unit determines the number of candidates which is
larger than or equal to the second threshold.

10. The receiving apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the number-of-candidates determining
unit determines the number of candidates for the first transmission-signal candidate points based on a sum of the
distances between the first and second transmission-signal candidate points and the corresponding converted first
and second reception signal points and of the reception quality.

11. The receiving apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the estimating unit selects, in ascending
order of the distances between the first and second transmission-signal candidate points and the corresponding
converted first and second reception signal points, the first and second transmission-signal candidate points, the
number of which corresponds to the number of candidates.

12. The receiving apparatus according to claim 7, wherein, when the converted first and second reception signal points
are located in, in an IQ plane, respective areas in which the first and second transmission-signal candidate points
are placed, the first and second computing units select the first and second transmission-signal candidate points
as the first and second transmission-signal candidate points with which the distance is smallest.

13. The receiving apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, further comprising an error-correction decoding
processing unit that performs error-correction decoding on the estimated first and second transmission signals,
and/or wherein, when the transmitting apparatus is a base-station apparatus, the receiving apparatus is a terminal
apparatus, and when the transmitting apparatus is a terminal apparatus, the receiving apparatus is a base-station
apparatus.

14. A receiving apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, comprising:

a receiver that receives the first and second reception signals through the receive antennas; and
a processor operable to carry out part or all of the functions of the converting unit, the number-of-candidates
determining unit and the estimating unit.

15. A receiving method for a receiving apparatus for estimating first and second transmission signals transmitted from
respective first and second transmit antennas of a transmitting apparatus, based on first and second reception
signals received by respective first and second receive antennas, the receiving method comprising:

multiplying first and second reception signal points for the respective first and second reception signals by a
matrix and outputting resulting converted first and second reception signal points;
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determining a number of candidates for at least first transmission-signal candidate points, based on a reception
quality for the first and second reception signals;
selecting, based on the converted first and second reception signal points, the first transmission-signal candidate
points and second transmission-signal candidate points, the number of first transmission-signal candidate points
corresponding to the determined number of candidates; and
estimating, as the first and second transmission signals, the first and second transmission-signal candidate
points with which distances between the selected first and second transmission-signal candidate points and
the corresponding converted first and second reception signal points are smallest.
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