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(54) SERVICE PATH SWITCHING METHOD, DEVICE, STORAGE MEDIUM AND SYSTEM

(57) Provided in an embodiment of the invention are
a service path switching method, device, a storage me-
dium and a system. The method comprises: receiving
reference information sent from a terminal device; and
switching, according to the reference information, a spe-

cific service of the terminal device from a first connection
path to a second connection path. Therefore, it is possible
to switch the transmission path of a service in a 5G mul-
ti-connection data transmission environment.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The embodiments of the present disclosure re-
late to wireless communication technologies, and more
particularly, to a method, a device, a storage medium
and a system for switching a service path.

BACKGROUND

[0002] With the development of communication tech-
nology, the research on the 5th Generation mobile com-
munication technology (5G, 5th Generation) has also
been launched. In the 5G system, Multi-Connection data
transmission is one of the key technologies in 5G net-
works. The Multi-Connection data transmission refers to
data transmission between a terminal and a network side
through access links provided by a plurality of access
networks. For example, the terminal may transmit data
with the network side through an access link provided by
the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) protocol
network and an access link provided by a non-3GPP pro-
tocol network, and the terminal may also transmit data
with the network side through access links provided by
different Radio Access Technology (RAT) networks in
the 3GPP protocol.
[0003] The terminal may separate a service into differ-
ent access links in the process of initiating or processing
the service, and when the quality of the access links
drops, the service needs to be switched. At present, there
is no solution for switching the service path under the
condition of multi-connection data transmission.

SUMMARY

[0004] In order to solve the foregoing technical prob-
lems, the embodiments of the present disclosure are ex-
pected to provide a method, a device, a storage medium
and a system for switching a service path, which can
switch the transmission paths of the service under a multi-
connection data transmission environment of 5G.
[0005] The technical solutions of the embodiments of
the present disclosure may be realized as follows.
[0006] According to a first aspect, the embodiments of
the present disclosure provide a method for switching a
service path, applied to a network device, including:

receiving reference information sent by a terminal
device; and
switching a specific service of the terminal device
from a first connection path to a second connection
path according to the reference message.

[0007] According to a second aspect, the embodi-
ments of the present disclosure provide a method for
switching a service path, applied to a terminal device,
including:

sending a reference message to a network device
for a specific service; wherein, the reference mes-
sage is configured for the network device to switch
the specific service from a first connection path to a
second connection path;
receiving a switching command sent by the network
device; and
switching the specific service from the first connec-
tion path to the second connection path according
to the switching command.

[0008] According to a third aspect, the embodiments
of the present disclosure provide a network device, in-
cluding: a first receiving part and a first switching part,
wherein:

the first receiving part is configured to receive refer-
ence information sent by a terminal device; and
the first switching part is configured to switch the
specific service of the terminal device from a first
connection path to a second connection path accord-
ing to the reference message.

[0009] According to a fourth aspect, the embodiments
of the present disclosure provide a network device, in-
cluding: a first network interface, a first memory and a
first processor, wherein:

the first network interface is configured to receive
and send a signal in a process of receiving and send-
ing information with other external network element;
the first memory is configured to store a computer
program capable of running on the first processor;
and
the first processor is configured to execute the steps
of the method according to the first aspect when run-
ning the computer program.

[0010] According to a fifth aspect, the embodiments of
the present disclosure provide a terminal device, includ-
ing: a sending part, a second receiving part and a second
switching part, wherein:

the sending part is configured to send a reference
message to a network device for a specific service;
wherein, the reference message is configured for the
network device to switch the specific service from a
first connection path to a second connection path;
the second receiving part is configured to receive a
switching command sent by the network device; and
the second switching part is configured to switch the
specific service from the first connection path to the
second connection path according to the switching
command.

[0011] According to a sixth aspect, the embodiments
of the present disclosure provide a terminal device, in-
cluding a second network interface, a second memory
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and a second processor;
wherein, the second network interface is configured to
receive and send a signal in a process of receiving and
sending information with other external network element;
the second memory is configured to store a computer
program capable of running on the second processor;
and
the second processor is configured to execute the steps
of the method according to the second aspect when run-
ning the computer program.
[0012] According to a seventh aspect, the embodi-
ments of the present disclosure provide a computer read-
able medium, wherein the computer readable medium
stores a supervisory program of an access link, and when
the supervisory program of the access link is executed
by at least one processor, the steps of the method ac-
cording to the first aspect or the second aspect are im-
plemented.
[0013] According to an eighth aspect, the embodi-
ments of the present disclosure provide a system for
switching a service path, including a network device and
a terminal device, wherein:

the network device is configured to receive reference
information sent by the terminal device; and
switch a specific service of the terminal device from
a first connection path to a second connection path
according to the reference message; and
the terminal device is configured to send the refer-
ence message to the network device for the specific
service; wherein, the reference message is config-
ured for the network device to switch the specific
service from a first connection path to a second con-
nection path;
receive a switching command sent by the network
device; and
switch the specific service from the first connection
path to the second connection path according to the
switching command.

[0014] The embodiments of the present disclosure pro-
vide a method, a device, a storage medium and a system
for switching a service path. The network device may
switch the specific service from the first connection path
to the second connection path by receiving the reference
message for the specific service sent by the terminal, so
that the transmission path of the service can be switched
under the multi-connection data transmission environ-
ment of 5G.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015]

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram of a basic network
architecture of 5G;
Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram of a network architec-
ture provided by an embodiment of the present dis-

closure;
Fig. 3 is a flow chart of switching service path pro-
vided by an embodiment of the present disclosure;
Fig. 4 is a flow chart of switching service path pro-
vided by an embodiment of the present disclosure;
Fig. 5 is a flow chart of a first specific example pro-
vided by an embodiment of the present disclosure;
Fig. 6 is a flow chart of a second specific example
provided by an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;
Fig. 7 is a flow chart of a third specific example pro-
vided by an embodiment of the present disclosure;
Fig. 8A is a schematic composition diagram of a net-
work device provided by an embodiment of the
present disclosure;
Fig. 8B is a schematic composition diagram of an-
other network device provided by an embodiment of
the present disclosure;
Fig. 9 is a schematic diagram of a specific hardware
structure of a network device provided by an embod-
iment of the present disclosure;
Fig. 10 is a schematic composition diagram of a ter-
minal device provided by an embodiment of the
present disclosure;
Fig. 11 is a schematic diagram of a specific hardware
structure of a terminal device provided by an embod-
iment of the present disclosure; and
Fig. 12 is a schematic composition diagram of a sys-
tem for switching a service path provided by an em-
bodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0016] In order to understand the features and techni-
cal contents of the embodiments of the present disclo-
sure in more detail, the implementation of the embodi-
ments of the present disclosure will be described in detail
below with reference to the attached drawings, which are
for reference only and are not intended to limit the em-
bodiments of the present disclosure.
[0017] Fig. 1 illustrates a basic network architecture of
5G with multiple accesses, which may be referred to as
a Service-Based Architecture (SBA). As shown in Fig. 1,
a User Equipment (UE) is accessed to a Core Access
and Mobility Management Function (Core Access and
Moblity Management Function, AMF) through a (Radio)
Access Network ((R)AN), and the UE may also be directly
accessed to the AMF. The AMF is used to process control
plane messages of the network, and the function of the
AMF is similar to EPS Mobility Management (EMM) in a
Mobility Management Entity (MME) in a Long Term Ev-
olution (LTE) system. An Authentication Server Function
(AUSF) is similar to an authentication function of the MME
in the LTE system, which realizes bidirectional authenti-
cation of the UE, and supports a unified authentication
framework. A Userplane Function (UPF) is similar to in-
tegration of a Service Gateway S-GW and a PDN Gate-
way P-GW in the LTE system, and is connected with a
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data network (DataNetwork). A Session Management
Function (Seesion Management Function, SMF) is sim-
ilar to an EPS Session Management ESM Function in
the LTE system, which mainly manages, establishes,
modifies and releases sessions. From this, it can be seen
that the function set of the AUSF, the AMF and the SMF
is similar to the MME in the LTE system. In addition, the
structure shown in Fig. 1 further includes: a Network Ex-
posure Function (NEF), a NF Repository Function (NRF),
a Policy Control Function (PCF), and a Unified Data Man-
agement (UDM) and an Application Function (AF). The
NEF is used to show some capabilities of the network
functions to the outside, such as monitoring capabilities,
supply capabilities, and policy or billing capabilities. The
NRF may support a service discovery function; the PCF
supports a unified policy framework for managing net-
work behaviors. The UDM includes an application Front
End (FE) and a User Data Repertory (UDR). The FE may
access subscriber information in the UDR. The UDM has
functions similar to the HSS in the LTE system. The UDR
provides subscription data storage services. The appli-
cation Front End FE provides data-based application log-
ics. The AF is used to provide application services.
[0018] As can be seen from the network in the above
architecture, the architecture between the (Radio) Ac-
cess Network (R)AN and the data network DataNework
may be called a 5G core network, and network elements
in the 5G core network are called 5G core network net-
work elements. In 5G technology, terminals are allowed
to realize multi-connection data transmission through ac-
cess links of a variety of access networks, and the variety
of access networks may include access networks adopt-
ing 5G New Radio (NR) access technology, LTE access,
or the like that conform to 3GPP standards, and may also
include non-3GPP standard access networks such as
Wireless-Fidelity (WIFI) networks, etc., which will not be
elaborated in the present embodiment.
[0019] In order to carry out multi-connection data trans-
mission for services in a 5G network, the embodiments
of the present disclosure additionally set a Service Ac-
cess Management Node (ATSSS/AT3SF) in the network
architecture shown in Fig. 1 to control a data flow to be
transmitted for multi-connection transmission. The data
transmission of Dual Connection (DC) based on the 5G
network architecture is taken as an example. When the
data flow to be transmitted is a downlink data flow, the
service access management node may be set as an in-
dependent network element entity between the (R)AN
and the 5G core network network element; and may also
be distributed in the form of functional module in the net-
work element of the 5G core network having data trans-
mission requirements with UE, such as in the UDM, the
SMF, the PCF and the UPF, which will not be elaborated
in the present embodiment. When the data flow to be
transmitted is an uplink data flow, the service access
management node is arranged between the (R)AN and
the UE as an independent network element entity, and
may also be implemented as a functional module of the

UE. In the embodiments of the present disclosure, the
service access management node AT3SF may be dis-
tributed in the network element of the 5G core network
having data transmission requirements, such as the
UDM, the SMF, the PCF, the SMF and the UPF, and may
also be arranged in the UE. Referring to the architecture
diagram shown in Fig. 2, an access network conforming
to 3GPP standard may be provided by 3GPP protocol
access device (3GPP Access) such as a 5G base station
gNB or a LTE base station eNB; and non-3GPP standard
access network may be provided by a Non-3GPP access
device (Non-3GPP Access) such as a WIFI access point.
[0020] Based on the above contents, the following em-
bodiments are proposed.

First embodiment

[0021] Fig. 3 illustrates a method for switching a serv-
ice path provided by an embodiment of the present dis-
closure. The method is applied to a network device which
is a service access management node ATSSS, and the
method includes the following steps.
[0022] In S301: reference information sent by a termi-
nal device is received.
[0023] In S302: a specific service of the terminal device
is switched from a first connection path to a second con-
nection path according to the reference message.
[0024] The first connection path includes a first access
link between the terminal device and a first access de-
vice, and a first core network link between the first access
device and a core network device; and the second con-
nection path includes a second access link between the
terminal device and a second access device, and a sec-
ond core network link between the second access device
and the core network device.
[0025] For the technical solution shown in Fig. 3, it
should be noted that the first access device and the sec-
ond access device may be an access device conforming
to 3GPP protocol and a non-3GPP protocol access de-
vice respectively, and may also be access devices of
different RATs in the 3GPP protocol respectively, which
will not be elaborated in the present embodiment. More-
over, it should be noted that during switching, the first
connection path may also be referred to as a source con-
nection path, and the second connection path may also
be referred to as a target connection path.
[0026] It may be understood that the terminal device
in the embodiments of the present disclosure may include
a cellular phone, a smart phone, a Session Initiation Pro-
tocol (SIP) phone, a laptop computer, a Personal Digital
Assistant (PDA), a satellite radio, a global positioning
system, a multimedia device, a video device, a digital
audio player (e.g., MP3 player), a camera, a gaming con-
sole, a tablet computer, or any other device having similar
functions. At the same time, the terminal device may also
be called by those skilled in the art as a user equipment,
a terminal, a mobile station, a subscriber station, a mobile
unit, a subscriber unit, a wireless unit, a remote unit, a
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mobile device, a wireless device, a wireless communi-
cation device, a remote device, a mobile subscriber sta-
tion, an access terminal, a mobile terminal, a wireless
terminal, a remote terminal, a handset, a user agent, a
mobile client, a client, or some other suitable terminolo-
gies.
[0027] For the technical solution shown in Fig. 3, in a
probable implementation, the reference information may
include at least one or more of the followings: attribute
information of the second connection path, description
information of the specific service, and preference de-
scription information and request information of the ter-
minal device.
[0028] Specifically, the attribute information of the sec-
ond connection path may include at least one or more of
the followings: type information of the second connection
path; identification information of the second connection
path; and link quality information of the second connec-
tion path and available instruction information of the sec-
ond connection path.
[0029] The description information of the second con-
nection path may include at least one or more of the fol-
lowings: Packet Data Network (PDN) connection infor-
mation of the specific service, Quality of Service (Qos)
information of the specific service, bearer information of
the specific service, data flow information of the specific
service, and Protocol Data Unit (PDU) session of the spe-
cific service;
The preference description information of the terminal
device is configured to indicate preference information
of a connection path used by the terminal device for the
specific service; and
the request information of the terminal device is config-
ured to characterize that the terminal device desires to
switch the specific service to the second connection path.
[0030] It may be understood that through the descrip-
tion of the above-mentioned reference information, the
network device can learn the attribute of the second con-
nection path, and can also learn the description for the
specific service and the preference of the terminal, so
that the network device can switch the specific service
to the second connection path preferred by the terminal
device according to the above-mentioned information.
[0031] For the technical solution shown in Fig. 3, in a
probable implementation, the receiving the reference in-
formation sent by the terminal device may include:
receiving the reference information sent by the terminal
device through the first connection path or the second
connection path; or, receiving the reference information
sent by the terminal device jointly through the first con-
nection path or the second connection path.
[0032] For the above implementation, it should be not-
ed that in the first connection path and the second con-
nection path, a protocol stack interface is arranged be-
tween the terminal device and the network device for
data transmission; therefore, the reference information
may be carried in a control message or user data trans-
mitted through the protocol stack interface between the

network device and the terminal device.
[0033] For the technical solution shown in Fig. 3, in a
probable implementation, before switching the specific
service of the terminal device from the first connection
path to the second connection path according to the ref-
erence message, the method further includes:

after receiving the reference information, determin-
ing to switch the specific service from the first con-
nection path to the second connection path; and
establishing a connection related to the terminal de-
vice in the second connection path.

[0034] Based on the above implementation, during
specific implementation, the establishing the connection
related to the terminal device in the second connection
path may include:

when the network device determines that no con-
nection is established in the second connection path
for the terminal device, establishing the related con-
nection in the second connection path for the termi-
nal device; and
when the network device determines that a connec-
tion is already established in the second connection
path for the terminal device, adaptively modifying the
second connection path according to the specific
service.

[0035] It should be noted that a specific manner for the
above adaptive modification may include: allocating a
corresponding new transmission channel in the second
connection path for the specific service; or, adding the
specific service to an existing transmission channel in
the second connection path.
[0036] It may be understood that through the above
implementations, the network device has been ready for
switching the connection path for the specific service of
the terminal device, and then, the network device may
switch the specific service from the first connection path
to the second connection path.
[0037] For the technical solution shown in Fig. 3, in a
probable implementation, the switching the specific serv-
ice of the terminal device from the first connection path
to the second connection path according to the reference
message may include:

sending a switching message to the terminal device;
where, the switching message includes at least one
or more of the followings:
an acknowledgment command for the terminal de-
vice to switch the specific service to the second con-
nection path;
acknowledgment information for the specific service
switched to the second connection path;
attribute information of the second connection path,
for example, type information and identification in-
formation of the second connection path;
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duration information for switching to the second con-
nection path;
activation time point information for switching to the
second connection path; and
configuration information for switching to the second
connection path.

[0038] It may be understood that after receiving the
above-mentioned switching message, the terminal de-
vice may switch the specific service from the first con-
nection path to the second connection path according to
contents contained in the switching message.
[0039] For the technical solution shown in Fig. 3, it
should also be noted that the specific service may be a
task newly created by the terminal device or a service
currently performed by the terminal device, which will not
be elaborated in the present embodiment.
[0040] Through the technical solution shown in Fig. 3,
the network device can receive the reference message
for the specific service sent by the terminal, and switch
the specific service from the first connection path to the
second connection path, so that the service transmission
path can be switched under the multi-connection data
transmission environment of 5G.

Second embodiment

[0041] Based on the same inventive concept as the
foregoing embodiments, referring to Fig. 4, which illus-
trates a method for switching a service path provided by
an embodiment of the present disclosure, the method
may be applied to a terminal device and includes the
following steps.
[0042] In S401: a reference message is sent to a net-
work device for a specific service.
[0043] The reference message is configured for the
network device to switch the specific service from a first
connection path to a second connection path.
[0044] In S402: a switching command sent by the net-
work device is received.
[0045] In S403: the specific service is switched from
the first connection path to the second connection path
according to the switching command.
[0046] The first connection path includes a first access
link between the terminal device and a first access de-
vice, and a first core network link between the first access
device and a core network device; and the second con-
nection path includes a second access link between the
terminal device and a second access device, and a sec-
ond core network link between the second access device
and the core network device.
[0047] For the technical solution shown in Fig. 4, it
should be noted that the first access device and the sec-
ond access device may be an access device conforming
to 3GPP protocol and a non-3GPP protocol access de-
vice respectively, and may also be access devices of
different RATs in the 3GPP protocol respectively, which
will not be elaborated in the present embodiment. More-

over, it should also be noted that the first connection path
may also be referred to as a source connection path, and
the second connection path may also be referred to as
a target connection path during switching. In addition,
the network device may be a service access manage-
ment node (ATSSS/AT3SF). It may be understood that
the service access management node (ATSSS/AT3SF)
may be set as an independent network element entity
between a (R)AN and the network element of a 5G core
network; and may also be distributed in the form of func-
tional module in the network element of the 5G core net-
work having data transmission requirements with UE,
such as a UDM, a SMF, a PCF and a UPF, which will not
be elaborated in the embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.
[0048] For the technical solution shown in Fig. 4, in a
probable implementation, the reference information may
include at least one or more of the followings: attribute
information of the second connection path, description
information of the specific service, and preference de-
scription information and request information of the ter-
minal device.
[0049] Specifically, the attribute information of the sec-
ond connection path may include at least one or more of
the followings: type information of the second connection
path; identification information of the second connection
path; and link quality information of the second connec-
tion path and available instruction information of the sec-
ond connection path.
[0050] The description information of the second con-
nection path may include at least one or more of the fol-
lowings: Packet Data Network (PDN) connection infor-
mation of the specific service, Quality of Service (Qos)
information of the specific service, bearer information of
the specific service, data flow information of the specific
service, and Protocol Data Unit (PDU) session of the spe-
cific service.
[0051] The preference description information of the
terminal device is configured to indicate preference in-
formation of a connection path used by the terminal de-
vice for the specific service.
[0052] The request information of the terminal device
is configured to characterize that the terminal device de-
sires to switch the specific service to the second connec-
tion path.
[0053] It may be understood that through the descrip-
tion of the above-mentioned reference information, the
network device can learn the attribute of the second con-
nection path, and can also learn the description for the
specific service and the preference of the terminal, so
that the network device can switch the specific service
to the second connection path preferred by the terminal
device according to the above-mentioned information.
[0054] For the technical solution shown in Fig. 4, in a
probable implementation, the sending the reference
message to the network device for the specific service
may include:
sending the reference information to the network device

9 10 



EP 3 618 503 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

through the first connection path or the second connec-
tion path; or, sending the reference information to the
network device jointly through the first connection path
or the second connection path.
[0055] Specifically, since the first connection path and
the second connection path exist between the terminal
and the core network, the terminal may send the refer-
ence message to the network device through either of
the two connection paths. Moreover, the terminal may
also partition the reference message and send the ref-
erence message to the network device simultaneously
through the two connection paths. In addition, the termi-
nal may also send the reference message to the network
device simultaneously through the two connection paths.
When the network device receives the reference mes-
sage through any connection path, the reference mes-
sage transmitted by the other connection path is ignored,
thus avoiding the reduction of the transmission stability
of the reference message due to the reduction of the
transmission quality.
[0056] For the above implementation, it should be not-
ed that in the first connection path and the second con-
nection path, a protocol stack interface is arranged be-
tween the terminal device and the network device for
data transmission; therefore, the reference information
may be carried in a control message or user data trans-
mitted through the protocol stack interface between the
network device and the terminal device.
[0057] For the technical solution shown in Fig. 4, in a
probable implementation, the switching message in-
cludes at least one or more of the followings:

an acknowledgment command for the terminal de-
vice to switch the specific service to the second con-
nection path;
acknowledgment information for the specific service
switched to the second connection path;
attribute information of the second connection path,
for example, type information and identification in-
formation of the second connection path;
duration information for switching to the second con-
nection path;
activation time point information for switching to the
second connection path; and
configuration information for switching to the second
connection path.

[0058] It may be understood that after receiving the
above-mentioned switching message, the terminal de-
vice may switch the specific service from the first con-
nection path to the second connection path according to
contents contained in the switching message.
[0059] For the technical solution shown in Fig. 4, it
should also be noted that the specific service may be a
task newly created by the terminal device or a service
currently performed by the terminal device, which will not
be elaborated in the present embodiment.
[0060] Through the technical solution shown in Fig. 4,

the terminal device may send the reference message for
the specific service to the network device, so that the
network device switches the specific service from the first
connection path to the second connection path, and the
terminal device may also switch the specific service from
the first connection path to the second connection path
by receiving a switching command fed back by the net-
work device, so that the service transmission path can
be switched under the multi-connection data transmis-
sion environment of 5G.

Third embodiment

[0061] Based on the same inventive concept as the
forgoing embodiment, this embodiment illustrates the so-
lutions of the forgoing embodiments through the specific
examples as follows. In the specific examples of the
present embodiment, a service access management
node ATSSS is deployed in a network element of a core
network.

First specific example

[0062] Referring to an interaction flow chart shown in
Fig. 5, a source connection path is a connection path
between a user equipment UE and an ATSSS through a
NR-RAN. After the UE has registered on an AMF through
a WLAN, the UE sends a Steering request to the ATSSS
through the NR-RAN, where the request carries refer-
ence information of a WLAN Access Point AP. After re-
ceiving the steering request, the ATSSS establishes a
N3 connection (N3 connection setup) with the WLAN Ac-
cess Point and sends a steering command (Steering
command) to UE. The UE accesses the WLAN according
to the steering command and sends a steering complete
message (steering complete) to the ATSSS. Then, the
ATSSS may release N3 connection (N3 connection re-
lease) with the NR-RAN.
[0063] The flow shown in Fig. 5 illustrates that the ter-
minal sends WLAN AP information to the ATSSS through
the control signaling Steering request in the NR-RAN,
thus realizing the process of sending the reference mes-
sage in the first access path through the control signaling
in the foregoing embodiments.

Second specific example

[0064] Referring to an interaction flow chart shown in
Fig. 6, a source connection path is a connection path
between a user equipment UE and an ATSSS through a
NR-RAN. After the UE has registered on an AMF through
a WLAN, the LTE determines to steer or switch to the
WLAN. At this moment, the UE sends a steering/switch-
ing request to a WLAN AP. The WLAN AP establishes a
N2/N3 connection, i.e., N2/N3 connection setup, with the
ATSSS. The ATSSS sends a steering/switching confirm
over WLAN to the UE. Then, the ATSSS may release
the N2/N3 connection (N2/N3 connection release) with
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the NR-RAN.
[0065] The flow shown in Fig. 6 illustrates that the ter-
minal sends a request message of switching to the WLAN
to the ATSSS through the WLAN, thus realizing the proc-
ess of sending the reference message in the second ac-
cess path in the foregoing embodiments.

Third specific example

[0066] Referring to an interaction flow chart shown in
Fig. 7, a source connection path is a connection path
between a user equipment UE and an ATSSS through a
NR-RAN. After the UE has registered on an AMF through
a WLAN, the UE sends user data (User data) to the
ATSSS through the NR-RAN, where the user data carries
available WLAN information. After the ATSSS deter-
mines to steer or switch to the WLAN according to the
available WLAN information, the ATSSS establishes a
N2/N3 connection, i.e., N2/N3 connection setup, with the
WLAN, and sends a steering or switching request to the
UE through the NR-RAN (steering/switching confirm over
RAN). After completing the steering or switching, the UE
sends a steering or switching confirm to the ATSSS
through the WLAN (steering/switching confirm over
WLAN). Finally, the ATSSS may release N2/N3 connec-
tion (N2/N3 connection release) with the NR-RAN.
[0067] The flow shown in Fig. 7 illustrates the process
that the terminal sends the reference message to the
ATSSS through the WLAN information carried by the us-
er data in the NR-RAN.

Fourth embodiment

[0068] Based on the same inventive concept as the
foregoing embodiments, referring to Fig. 8A, which illus-
trates a composition of a network device 80 provided by
an embodiment of the present disclosure, the network
device 80 includes: a first receiving part 801 and a first
switching part 802, where:

the first receiving part 801 is configured to receive
reference information sent by a terminal device; and
the first switching part 802 is configured to switch
the specific service of the terminal device from a first
connection path to a second connection path accord-
ing to the reference message.

[0069] In the foregoing solution, the receiving part is
configured to receive the reference information sent by
the terminal device through the first connection path or
the second connection path; or, receive the reference
information sent by the terminal device jointly through
the first connection path or the second connection path.
[0070] In the foregoing solution, referring to Fig. 8B,
the network device 80 further includes: a determining part
803 and an establishing part 804; where, the determining
part 803 is configured to, after receiving the reference
information, determine to switch the specific service from

the first connection path to the second connection path;
and
the establishing part 804 is configured to establish a con-
nection related to the terminal device in the second con-
nection path.
[0071] In the foregoing solution, the establishing part
804 is configured to, when the network device determines
that no connection is established in the second connec-
tion path for the terminal device, establish the related
connection in the second connection path for the terminal
device; and
when the network device determines that a connection
is already established in the second connection path for
the terminal device, adaptively modify the second con-
nection path according to the specific service.
[0072] In the foregoing solution, the establishing part
804 is configured to allocate a corresponding new trans-
mission channel in the second connection path for the
specific service; or, add the specific service to an existing
transmission channel in the second connection path.
[0073] In the foregoing solution, the first switching part
802 is configured to send a switching message to the
terminal device;
where, the switching message includes at least one or
more of the followings:
an acknowledgment command for the terminal device to
switch the specific service to the second connection path;
acknowledgment information for the specific service
switched to the second connection path;
attribute information of the second connection path, for
example, type information and identification information
of the second connection path;
duration information for switching to the second connec-
tion path;
activation time point information for switching to the sec-
ond connection path; and
configuration information for switching to the second con-
nection path.
[0074] It may be understood that in the present em-
bodiment, "partial" may be a part of circuit, a part of proc-
essor, a part of program or software, etc., and, may also
be a unit, a module or a non-module.
[0075] In addition, each component in the present em-
bodiment may be integrated in one processing unit, or
each unit may exist alone physically, or two or more units
may be integrated in one unit. The integrated unit above
may be implemented in the form of hardware, or in the
form of software function unit.
[0076] The integrated unit may also be stored in a com-
puter-readable storage medium if being implemented in
the form of a software function module, but not sold or
used as an independent product. Based on such under-
standing, the essence of the technical solutions of the
embodiment, or the part contributing to the prior art or all
or a part of the technical solutions, may be embodied in
the form of a software product. The computer software
product is stored in a storage medium including a number
of instructions such that a computer device (which may
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be a personal computer, a server, or a network device,
etc.) or a processor performs all or a part of steps of the
method described in the embodiment. The foregoing
storage medium includes: any medium that is capable of
storing program codes such as a USB disk, a mobile hard
disk, a Read Only Memory (ROM), a Random Access
Memory (RAM), a magnetic disk or an optical disk, and
the like.
[0077] Therefore, the embodiment provides a compu-
ter readable medium that stores a program for switching
a service path, and when the program for switching a
service path is executed by at least one processor, the
steps of the method described in the first embodiment
above are implemented.
[0078] Based on the network device 80 and the com-
puter readable medium, referring to Fig. 9, which illus-
trates a specific hardware structure of the network device
80 provided by the embodiment of the present disclosure,
the network device 80 may include: a first network inter-
face 901, a first memory 902 and a first processor 903,
where the components are coupled together through a
bus system 904. It can be understood that the bus system
904 is configured to realize connection and communica-
tions between these components. The bus system 904
includes a power bus, a control bus, and a status signal
bus in addition to a data bus. However, for the sake of
clarity, various buses are designated as the bus system
904 in Fig. 9. The first network interface 901 is configured
to receive and send a signal in the process of receiving
and sending information with other external network el-
ements.
[0079] The first memory 902 is configured to store a
computer program capable of running on the first proc-
essor 903.
[0080] The first processor 903 is configured to, when
running the computer program, execute:

receiving reference information sent by a terminal
device; and
switching a specific service of the terminal device
from a first connection path to a second connection
path according to the reference message.

[0081] It can be understood that the first memory 902
in the embodiments of the present disclosure may be a
volatile memory or a non-volatile memory, or may include
both the volatile and non-volatile memories. The non-
volatile memory may be a Read-Only Memory (ROM), a
Programmable ROM (PROM), an Erasable PROM
(EPROM), an Electrically EPROM (EEPROM), or a flash
memory. The volatile memory may be a Random Access
Memory (RAM) that acts as an external high speed
cache. By way of illustration but not limitation, RAMs are
available in many forms such as Static RAM (SRAM),
Dynamic RAM (DRAM), Synchronous DRAM (SDRAM),
Double Data Rate SDRAM (DDRSDRAM), Enhanced
SDRAM (ESDRAM), Synchlink DRAM (SLDRAM), and
Direct Rambus RAM (DRRAM). The first memory 902 of

the systems and methods described herein is intended
to include but not limited to these and any other suitable
types of memories.
[0082] The first processor 903 may be an integrated
circuit chip with a signal processing capability. In an im-
plementation process, the steps in the foregoing methods
may be completed using an integrated logic circuit of
hardware or an instruction in a form of software in the
first processor 903. The above first processor 903 may
be a general purpose processor, a Digital Signal Proc-
essor (DSP), an Application Specific Integrated Circuit
(ASIC), a Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) or oth-
er programmable logic device, a discrete gate, or a tran-
sistor logic device, and a discrete hardware assembly.
The methods, steps, and logic diagrams disclosed in the
embodiments of the present disclosure may be imple-
mented or executed. The general purpose processor
may be a microprocessor or the processor may be any
conventional processor, or the like. The steps of the
methods disclosed with reference to the embodiments
of the present disclosure may be directly executed and
accomplished by means of a hardware decoding proc-
essor or may be executed and accomplished using a
combination of hardware and software modules in the
decoding processor. The software module may be locat-
ed in a mature storage medium in the art, such as a ran-
dom memory, a flash memory, a read-only memory, a
programmable read-only memory, or an electrically eras-
able programmable memory, a register, etc. The storage
medium is located in the first memory 902. The first proc-
essor 903 reads information from the first memory 902
and completes the steps of the foregoing methods in
combination with the hardware of the processor.
[0083] It is to be understood that the embodiments de-
scribed herein may be implemented in hardware, soft-
ware, firmware, middleware, microcode, or a combina-
tion thereof. For hardware implementation, the process-
ing unit may be implemented in one or more Application
Specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs), Digital Signal
Processing (DSP), DSP Device (DSPD), Programmable
Logic Device (PLD), Field-Programmable Gate Array
(FPGA), general purpose processor, controller, micro-
controller, microprocessor, and other electronic units for
performing the functions described herein, or a combi-
nation thereof.
[0084] For software implementations, the technologies
described herein may be implemented by modules (e.g.,
procedures, functions, etc.) that perform the functions
described herein. Software codes may be stored in the
memory and executed by the processor. The memory
may be implemented in the processor or external to the
processor.
[0085] Specifically, the first processor 903 in the net-
work device 90 is further configured to execute the meth-
od steps described in the above first embodiment when
running the computer program, which will not be elabo-
rated here.
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Fifth embodiment

[0086] Based on the same inventive concept as the
foregoing embodiments, referring to Fig. 10, which illus-
trates a composition of a terminal device 100 provided
by an embodiment of the present disclosure, the terminal
device 100 may include a sending part 1001, a second
receiving part 1002 and a second switching part 1003.
[0087] The sending part 1001 is configured to send a
reference message to a network device for a specific
service; where, the reference message is configured to
switch the specific service of the network device from a
first connection path to a second connection path.
[0088] The second receiving part 1002 is configured
to receive a switching command sent by the network de-
vice.
[0089] The second switching part 1003 is configured
to switch the specific service from the first connection
path to the second connection path according to the
switching command.
[0090] In the foregoing solution, the sending part 1001
is configured to send the reference information to the
network device through the first connection path or the
second connection path; or, send the reference informa-
tion to the network device jointly through the first connec-
tion path or the second connection path.
[0091] In addition, the embodiment further provides a
computer readable medium that stores a program for
switching a service path, and when the program for
switching a service path is executed by at least one proc-
essor, the steps of the method described in the second
embodiment above are implemented. For the specific de-
scription of the computer readable medium, please refer
to the description in the fourth embodiment, which will
not be elaborated here.
[0092] Based on the above composition of the terminal
device 100 and the computer readable medium, referring
to Fig. 11, which illustrates a specific hardware structure
of the terminal device 100 provided by the embodiment
of the present disclosure, the terminal device may in-
clude: a second network interface 1101, a second mem-
ory 1102 and a second processor 1103, where the com-
ponents are coupled together through a bus system
1104. It can be understood that the bus system 1104 is
configured to realize connection and communications
between these components. The bus system 1104 in-
cludes a power bus, a control bus, and a status signal
bus in addition to a data bus. However, for the sake of
clarity, various buses are designated as the bus system
1104 in Fig. 11.
[0093] The second network interface 1101 is config-
ured to receive and send a signal in a process of receiving
and sending information with other external network el-
ement.
[0094] The second memory 1102 is configured to store
a computer program capable of running on the second
processor 1103.
[0095] The second processor 1103 is configured to,

when running the computer program, execute:

sending a reference message to a network device
for a specific service; where, the reference message
is configured for the network device to switch the
specific service from a first connection path to a sec-
ond connection path;
receiving a switching command sent by the network
device; and
switching the specific service from the first connec-
tion path to the second connection path according
to the switching command.

[0096] It can be understood that the components in the
specific hardware structure of the terminal device 100 in
the embodiment are similar to the corresponding com-
ponents in the fourth embodiment and will not be elabo-
rated here.
[0097] Specifically, the second processor 1103 in the
terminal device 100 is further configured to execute the
method steps described in the second embodiment when
running the computer program, which will not be elabo-
rated here.

Sixth embodiment

[0098] Based on the same inventive concept as the
foregoing embodiments, referring to Fig. 12, which illus-
trates a system 120 for switching a service path provided
by an embodiment of the present disclosure, the system
120 for switching a service path includes a network de-
vice 80 and a terminal device 100.
[0099] The network device 80 is configured to receive
reference information sent by the terminal device 100;
and
switch a specific service of the terminal device 100 from
a first connection path to a second connection path ac-
cording to the reference message; and
the terminal device 100 is configured to send the refer-
ence message to the network device 80 for the specific
service; where, the reference message is configured for
the network device 80 to switch the specific service from
a first connection path to a second connection path;
receive a switching command sent by the network device
80; and
switch the specific service from the first connection path
to the second connection path according to the switching
command.
[0100] In a specific implementation process, the net-
work device 80 in the embodiment may be the network
device 80 described in any of the foregoing embodi-
ments. The terminal device 100 may be the terminal de-
vice 100 described in any of the foregoing embodiments.
[0101] Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the
embodiments of the present disclosure can be provided
as a method, a system, or a computer program product.
Accordingly, the present disclosure can take the form of
a hardware embodiment, a software embodiment, or a
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combination embodiment of software and hardware.
Moreover, the present disclosure can take the form of a
computer program product embodied on one or more
computer usable storage media (including but not limited
to a disk storage and an optical storage, etc.) in which
computer usable program codes are included.
[0102] The present disclosure has been described with
reference to the flow charts and/or block diagrams of the
method, device (system), and computer program prod-
ucts according to the embodiments of the present disclo-
sure. It should be appreciated that each flow and/or block
in the flow charts and/or block diagrams, and combina-
tions of the flows and/or blocks in the flow charts and/or
block diagrams can be implemented by computer pro-
gram instructions. These computer program instructions
may be provided to a general purpose computer, a spe-
cial purpose computer, an embedded processor, or a
processor of other programmable data processing de-
vice to produce a machine for the instructions executed
by the computer or the processor of other programmable
data processing device to generate an apparatus for im-
plementing the functions specified in one or more flows
of the flow chart and/or in one or more blocks of the block
diagram.
[0103] These computer program instructions may also
be provided to a computer-readable memory that can
guide the computer or other programmable data process-
ing device to work in a given manner, so that the instruc-
tions stored in the computer-readable memory generate
a product including an instruction apparatus that imple-
ments the functions specified in one or more flows of the
flow chart and/or in one or more blocks of the block dia-
gram.
[0104] These computer program instructions may also
be loaded to a computer, or other programmable data
processing device, so that a series of operating steps are
executed on the computer, or other programmable data
processing device to produce processing implemented
by the computer, so that the instructions executed in the
computer or other programmable data processing device
provide steps for implementing the functions specified in
one or more flows of the flow chart and/or in one or more
blocks of the block diagram.
[0105] The above description is merely preferred em-
bodiments of the present disclosure, but is not intended
to limit the protection scope of the present disclosure.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0106] In the embodiment, the network device can
switch the specific service from the first connection path
to the second connection path by receiving the reference
message for the specific service sent by the terminal, so
that the service transmission path can be switched under
the multi-connection data transmission environment of
5G.

Claims

1. A method for switching a service path, applied to a
network device, comprising:

receiving reference information sent by a termi-
nal device; and
switching a specific service of the terminal de-
vice from a first connection path to a second
connection path according to the reference mes-
sage.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first
connection path comprises a first access link be-
tween the terminal device and a first access device,
and a first core network link between the first access
device and a core network device; and the second
connection path comprises a second access link be-
tween the terminal device and a second access de-
vice, and a second core network link between the
second access device and the core network device.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the refer-
ence information comprises at least one or more of
followings: attribute information of the second con-
nection path, description information of the specific
service, preference description information and re-
quest information of the terminal device.

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein:
the attribute information of the second connection
path comprises at least one or more of followings:
type information of the second connection path; iden-
tification information of the second connection path;
link quality information of the second connection path
or available instruction information of the second
connection path.

5. The method according to claim 3, wherein:
the description information of the specific service
comprises at least one or more of followings: Packet
Data Network (PDN) connection information of the
specific service, Quality of Service (Qos) information
of the specific service, bearer information of the spe-
cific service, data flow information of the specific
service, or Protocol Data Unit (PDU) session of the
specific service.

6. The method according to claim 3, wherein:
the preference description information of the termi-
nal device is configured to indicate preference infor-
mation of a connection path used by the terminal
device for the specific service.

7. The method according to claim 3, wherein:
the request information of the terminal device is con-
figured to characterize that the terminal device de-
sires to switch the specific service to the second con-
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nection path.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the re-
ceiving the reference information sent by the terminal
device comprises:
receiving the reference information sent by the ter-
minal device through the first connection path or the
second connection path; or, receiving the reference
information sent by the terminal device jointly
through the first connection path or the second con-
nection path.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the refer-
ence information is carried in a control message or
user data transmitted through a protocol stack inter-
face between the network device and the terminal
device.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein before
switching the specific service of the terminal device
from the first connection path to the second connec-
tion path according to the reference information, the
method may further comprise:

after receiving the reference information, deter-
mining to switch the specific service from the
first connection path to the second connection
path; and
establishing a connection related to the terminal
device in the second connection path.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the es-
tablishing the connection related to the terminal de-
vice in the second connection path may comprise:

when the network device determines that no
connection is established in the second connec-
tion path for the terminal device, establishing the
related connection in the second connection
path for the terminal device; and
when the network device determines that a con-
nection is already established in the second con-
nection path for the terminal device, adaptively
modifying the second connection path accord-
ing to the specific service.

12. The method according to 11, wherein the adaptively
modifying the second connection path according to
the specific service comprises:
allocating a corresponding new transmission chan-
nel in the second connection path for the specific
service; or, adding the specific service to an existing
transmission channel in the second connection path.

13. The method according to claim 1, wherein the switch-
ing the specific service of the terminal device from
the first connection path to the second connection
path according to the reference information may

comprise:

sending a switching message to the terminal de-
vice;
wherein, the switching message comprises at
least one or more of followings:

an acknowledgment command for the ter-
minal device to switch the specific service
to the second connection path;
acknowledgment information for the specif-
ic service switched to the second connec-
tion path;
attribute information of the second connec-
tion path;
duration information for switching to the
second connection path;
activation time point information for switch-
ing to the second connection path; or
configuration information for switching to
the second connection path.

14. The method according to claim 1, wherein the spe-
cific service comprises a task newly created by the
terminal device or a service currently performed by
the terminal device.

15. A method for switching a service path, applied to a
terminal device, comprising:

sending a reference message to a network de-
vice for a specific service; wherein, the reference
message is configured for the network device to
switch the specific service from a first connection
path to a second connection path;
receiving a switching command sent by the net-
work device; and
switching the specific service from the first con-
nection path to the second connection path ac-
cording to the switching command.

16. The method according to claim 15, wherein the first
connection path comprises a first access link be-
tween the terminal device and a first access device,
and a first core network link between the first access
device and a core network device; and the second
connection path comprises a second access link be-
tween the terminal device and a second access de-
vice, and a second core network link between the
second access device and the core network device.

17. The method according to claim 15, wherein the ref-
erence information comprises at least one or more
of followings: attribute information of the second con-
nection path, description information of the specific
service, preference description information and re-
quest information of the terminal device.
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18. The method according to claim 17, wherein the at-
tribute information of the second connection path
comprises at least one or more of followings: type
information of the second connection path; identifi-
cation information of the second connection path;
link quality information of the second connection path
and available instruction information of the second
connection path.

19. The method according to claim 17, wherein the de-
scription information of the specific service compris-
es at least one or more of followings: Packet Data
Network (PDN) connection information of the spe-
cific service, Quality of Service (Qos) information of
the specific service, bearer information of the specific
service, data flow information of the specific service,
and Protocol Data Unit (PDU) session of the specific
service.

20. The method according to claim 17, wherein the pref-
erence description information of the terminal device
is configured to indicate preference information of a
connection path used by the terminal device for the
specific service.

21. The method according to claim 17, wherein the re-
quest information of the terminal device is configured
to characterize that the terminal device desires to
switch the specific service to the second connection
path.

22. The method according to claim 15, wherein the send-
ing the reference message to the network device for
the specific service comprises:
sending the reference information to the network de-
vice through the first connection path or the second
connection path; or, sending the reference informa-
tion to the network device jointly through the first con-
nection path or the second connection path.

23. The method according to claim 22, wherein the ref-
erence information is carried in a control message
or user data transmitted through a protocol stack in-
terface between the network device and the terminal
device.

24. The method according to claim 15, wherein the
switching message comprises at least one or more
of followings:

an acknowledgment command for the terminal
device to switch the specific service to the sec-
ond connection path;
acknowledgment information for the specific
service switched to the second connection path;
attribute information of the second connection
path;
duration information for switching to the second

connection path;
activation time point information for switching to
the second connection path; and
configuration information for switching to the
second connection path.

25. The method according to claim 15, wherein the spe-
cific service comprises a task newly created by the
terminal device or a service currently performed by
the terminal device.

26. A network device, comprising: a first receiving part
and a first switching part, wherein:

the first receiving part is configured to receive
reference information sent by a terminal device;
and
the first switching part is configured to switch a
specific service of the terminal device from a first
connection path to a second connection path
according to the reference message.

27. The network device according to claim 26, wherein
the receiving part is configured to receive the refer-
ence information sent by the terminal device through
the first connection path or the second connection
path; or, receive the reference information sent by
the terminal device jointly through the first connec-
tion path or the second connection path.

28. The network device according to claim 26, further
comprising: a determining part and an establishing
part; wherein, the determining part is configured to,
after receiving the reference information, determine
to switch the specific service from the first connection
path to the second connection path; and
the establishing part is configured to establish a con-
nection related to the terminal device in the second
connection path.

29. The network device according to claim 26, wherein
the establishing part is configured to, when the net-
work device determines that no connection is estab-
lished in the second connection path for the terminal
device, establish the related connection in the sec-
ond connection path for the terminal device; and
when the network device determines that a connec-
tion is already established in the second connection
path for the terminal device, adaptively modify the
second connection path according to the specific
service.

30. The network device according to claim 29, wherein
the establishing part is configured to allocate a cor-
responding new transmission channel in the second
connection path for the specific service; or, add the
specific service to an existing transmission channel
in the second connection path.
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31. The network device according to claim 26, wherein
the first switching part is configured to send a switch-
ing message to the terminal device;
wherein, the switching message comprises at least
one or more of followings:

an acknowledgment command for the terminal
device to switch the specific service to the sec-
ond connection path;
acknowledgment information for the specific
service switched to the second connection path;
attribute information of the second connection
path;
duration information for switching to the second
connection path;
activation time point information for switching to
the second connection path; and
configuration information for switching to the
second connection path.

32. A network device, comprising: a first network inter-
face, a first memory and a first processor, wherein:

the first network interface is configured to re-
ceive and send a signal in a process of receiving
and sending information with other external net-
work element;
the first memory is configured to store a compu-
ter program capable of running on the first proc-
essor; and
the first processor is configured to execute the
steps of the method according to any one of
claims 1 to 14 when running the computer pro-
gram.

33. A terminal device, comprising: a sending part, a sec-
ond receiving part and a second switching part,
wherein:

the sending part is configured to send a refer-
ence message to a network device for a specific
service; wherein, the reference message is con-
figured for the network device to switch the spe-
cific service from a first connection path to a sec-
ond connection path;
the second receiving part is configured to re-
ceive a switching command sent by the network
device; and
the second switching part is configured to switch
the specific service from the first connection path
to the second connection path according to the
switching command.

34. The terminal device according to claim 33, wherein
the sending part is configured to send the reference
information to the network device through the first
connection path or the second connection path; or,
send the reference information to the network device

jointly through the first connection path or the second
connection path.

35. A terminal device, comprising a second network in-
terface, a second memory and a second processor;
wherein, the second network interface is configured
to receive and send a signal in a process of receiving
and sending information with other external network
element;
the second memory is configured to store a computer
program capable of running on the second proces-
sor; and
the second processor is configured to execute the
steps of the method according to any one of claims
15 to 25 when running the computer program.

36. A computer readable medium, wherein the computer
readable medium stores a supervisory program of
an access link, and when the supervisory program
of the access link is executed by at least one proc-
essor, the steps of the method according to any one
of claims 1 to 14 or any one of claims 15 to 25 are
implemented.

37. A system for switching a service path, comprising a
network device and a terminal device, wherein:

the network device is configured to receive ref-
erence information sent by the terminal device;
and
switch a specific service of the terminal device
from a first connection path to a second connec-
tion path according to the reference message;
and
the terminal device is configured to send the ref-
erence message to the network device for the
specific service; wherein, the reference mes-
sage is configured for the network device to
switch the specific service from the first connec-
tion path to the second connection path;
receive a switching command sent by the net-
work device; and
switch the specific service from the first connec-
tion path to the second connection path accord-
ing to the switching command.
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