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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a control of di-
rect injection internal combustion engine that directly in-
jects fuel in a cylinder.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] JPH9-256926A discloses a technique that
cools a fuel injection valve using coolant at a temperature
lower than engine coolant as a control of a direct injection
internal combustion engine. This technique actively cools
fuel to prevent a phenomenon caused by a temperature
rise of the fuel injection valve such as an actuation failure
and a variation of an amount of injection of the fuel injec-
tion valve for stable fuel injection. Further, a control meth-
od according to the preamble portion of claim 1 is known
from JP 2002 098022 A.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0003] Nowadays, from an aspect of an environmental
problem, discharged gas regulations have been strict.
The number of microparticles contained in discharged
gas (Particulate matter: hereinafter referred to as PM),
so-called Particulate Number (PN), is also subject to the
regulation. In view of this, various studies and develop-
ments have been conducted to lower the PN. The inven-
tors have found out through the studies that a rise of a
fuel temperature when the fuel passes through an injec-
tion hole on a fuel injection valve increases an amount
of liquid fuel attached to a peripheral area of the injection
hole and combustion of this liquid fuel increases the PN.
[0004] The Literature solely aims to stabilize the fuel
injection and does not mention a reduction in increase
of PN at all. It has been apparent that a fuel temperature
at which the amount of liquid fuel attached to the periph-
eral area of the above-described injection hole increases
is lower than a temperature at which a failure such as
the actuation failure of the fuel injection valve occurs.
[0005] That is, the technique disclosed in the Literature
possibly fails to reduce the increase in PN.
[0006] An object of the present invention is to reduce
the increase in PN in a direct injection internal combustion
engine.
[0007] According to an aspect of this invention, there
is provided a control method of direct injection internal
combustion engine that directly injects fuel in a cylinder.
The control method cools the fuel before a fuel temper-
ature when the fuel passes through an injection hole on
a fuel injection valve reaches a temperature at which an
amount of attached fuel to the fuel injection valve distal
end increases.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0008]

FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram of cool-
ant passages according to a first embodiment.
FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of the coolant passages
in FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of one cylinder in an
internal combustion engine.
FIG. 4 is an enlarged view of an injector distal end
portion.
FIG. 5 is a drawing to describe a mechanism of a
PN increase.
FIG. 6 is an engine operating state transition drawing
of the internal combustion engine.
FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a control routine to
reduce the PN increase.
FIG. 8 is an injector distal end temperature map.
FIG. 9 is a correction coefficient table on the basis
of a common-rail temperature.
FIG. 10 is a correction coefficient table on the basis
of a cooling water temperature.
FIG. 11 is a timing chart when a control of the first
embodiment is performed.
FIG. 12 is a timing chart illustrating a transit of the PN.
FIG. 13 is a drawing illustrating a relationship be-
tween an oil dilution ratio and a coolant temperature
in a cylinder block.
FIG. 14 is a drawing illustrating a relationship be-
tween temperatures of the cylinder block and a cyl-
inder head and an amount of discharged HC.
FIG. 15 is a drawing illustrating a relationship be-
tween performances required for the internal com-
bustion engine and the coolant temperatures in the
cylinder block.
FIG. 16 is a table for conversion of the coolant tem-
perature in the cylinder block into a cylinder block
wall temperature.
FIG. 17 is a drawing to describe a relationship be-
tween an actuation of an oil jet and the PN.
FIG. 18 is a drawing to describe an amount of pro-
trusion of the fuel injection valve.
FIG. 19 is a drawing illustrating a relationship be-
tween the amount of protrusion and the PN.
FIG. 20 is a schematic configuration diagram of cool-
ant passages according to a second embodiment.
FIG. 21 is a configuration diagram of a common-rail
according to the second embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0009] The following describes embodiments of the
present invention with reference to the attached draw-
ings.
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(First Embodiment)

[0010] FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram of
coolant passages according to the first embodiment. FIG.
2 is a drawing illustrating the coolant passages in FIG. 1
by a circuit diagram. FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of
one cylinder. It should be noted that FIG. 2 and FIG. 3
omit a fuel injection device described later.
[0011] An internal combustion engine 1 includes the
so-called common-rail fuel injection device that injects
fuel accumulated in a common-rail 4 in a high pressure
state from injectors 5. A controller 100 performs controls
of the injectors 5 such as a fuel injection timing and an
amount of fuel injection. The controller 100 controls an
ignition timing of an ignition plug 9 in addition to the
above-described controls.
[0012] The injector 5 is a cylinder direct injection inter-
nal combustion engine that directly injects gasoline as
the fuel to an inside of a cylinder to combust air-fuel mix-
ture by spark ignition by an ignition plug 21.
[0013] A coolant passage of the internal combustion
engine 1 is constituted including block-side passages
WB, which are disposed on a cylinder block 2 along a
cylinder row, and head-side passages WH, which are
disposed on a cylinder head 3 along the cylinder row.
The block-side passages WB and the head-side passag-
es WH are independent of one another.
[0014] As illustrated in FIG. 3, the block-side passages
WB are constituted of an air-intake-side passage WBin
and an exhaust-air-side passage WBex. The air-intake-
side passage WBin and the exhaust-air-side passage
WBex are joined together at a downstream in a coolant
flowing direction and become a block outlet passage W2.
The block outlet passage W2 is coupled to a second flow
passage control valve (a Multiflow Control Valve: MCV) 8.
[0015] As illustrated in FIG. 3, the head-side passage
WH is constituted of an air-intake-side passage WHin,
which is disposed between an intake port 22 and a cyl-
inder head sidewall, an exhaust-air-side passage WHex,
which is disposed between an exhaust port 23 and the
cylinder head sidewall, and center passages WHc, which
are disposed between the intake port 22 and the exhaust
port 23. The air-intake-side passage WHin, the exhaust-
air-side passage WHex, and the center passages WHc
join together at the downstream in the coolant flowing
direction and become a head outlet passage W3. The
head outlet passage W3 branches again. One side is
coupled to a first flow passage control valve (MCV) 7,
and the other side is coupled to a throttle valve 11 de-
scribed later.
[0016] To the first MCV 7, a passage to the second
MCV 8, a passage to a radiator 16, and a passage to a
heater core 10 are coupled. The first MCV 7 has a function
that switches a passage to a passage any one of the
passages through which the coolant flows. Additionally,
the first MCV 7 can cut off the flow of coolant.
[0017] To the second MCV 8, a passage to the first
MCV 7 and a passage to an oil cooler 14 and an oil warm-

er 15 are coupled. The second MCV 8 also has a function
similar to the first MCV 7.
[0018] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the coolant passage
from the first MCV 7 heading for the heater core 10 is
coupled from the heater core 10 to a water pump 6 via
an EGR cooler (EGR/C) 13. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the
coolant passage from the first MCV 7 heading for the
radiator 16 is coupled to the water pump 6 via the radiator
16.
[0019] The coolant passage from the second MCV 8
heading for the oil cooler 14 and the oil warmer 15 branch-
es to a passage heading for the oil cooler 14 disposed
in the internal combustion engine 1 and a passage head-
ing for a transmission (CVT in the drawing). The passag-
es join together after passing through the oil cooler 14
and the oil warmer 15, and the joined passage is coupled
to the water pump 6.
[0020] The coolant passage branched from the head
outlet passage W3 heading for the throttle valve 11 joins
to a passage coupling the heater core 10 and the EGR
cooler 13 via the throttle valve 11 and an EGR valve
(EGR/V) 12.
[0021] Since the above-described cooling circuit in-
cludes the independent coolant passages, the block-side
passages WB and the head-side passages WH, inside
the internal combustion engine 1, a temperature of the
cylinder block 2 and a temperature of the cylinder head
3 can be independently controlled.
[0022] Next, the following describes an increase in PN
caused by the fuel attached to a distal end of the injector
5, which is a problem solved by this embodiment.
[0023] FIG. 4 is an enlarged view near the distal end
of the injector 5. For simplification, this drawing illustrates
the case of one injection hole 5A.
[0024] Since the fuel is injected from the high-pressure
common-rail 4 to the inside of the tube, flash boiling is
likely to occur at a high fuel temperature. Causing the
flash boiling increases an angle of spray of fuel spray
injected from the injection hole 5A. For example, denoting
the angle of spray with the fuel temperature when the
fuel passes through the injection hole 5A at a normal
temperature (around 25°C) by θ1 and denoting the angle
of spray with the high fuel temperature (around 90°C) by
θ2, θ1 < θ2 is met. As the angle of spray increases, the
fuel is likely to attach to the peripheral area of the injection
hole 5A. That is, as the fuel temperature rises, the fuel
is likely to attach to the peripheral area of the injection
hole 5A (namely, the distal end of the injector 5).
[0025] It should be noted that although even the fuel
at the normal temperature possibly attaches to the pe-
ripheral area of the injection hole 5A, the amount is ex-
tremely trace and therefore the attached fuel does not
affect the PN. This embodiment designates the attach-
ment of the fuel to the distal end of the injectors 5 to the
extent of involving the increase in PN as "a distal end
wet" (chip wet). The increase in amount of attached fuel
is referred to as "an increase in wet amount."
[0026] FIG. 5 is a drawing to describe a mechanism of
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the PN increase caused by the increase in wet amount.
FIG. 5 illustrates the case of the two injection holes 5A.
[0027] If the fuel becomes a high temperature and the
flash boiling occurs, the distal end wet occurs. Especially,
with the plurality of injection holes 5A, the increase in
angle of spray due to the rise of the fuel temperature
integrates the fuel sprays injected from the adjacent in-
jection holes 5A, resulting in further increases in wet
amount.
[0028] A reaction of the liquid fuel attached to the distal
end of the injector 5 with combustion gas generates a
so-called deposit. If a situation in which the distal end
wet repeatedly occurs is present, the fuel is absorbed
into the deposit. When the fuel thus absorbed into the
deposit ignites through the rise of the injector distal end
temperature, a propagation of a burnt flame, or a similar
cause, the fuel generates a luminous flame and combust,
involving the increase in PN.
[0029] Therefore, this embodiment performs the con-
trol described below to reduce the distal end wet.
[0030] FIG. 6 is a drawing to describe a transition of
an engine operating mode assuming the control of this
embodiment.
[0031] To start the operation, first the engine operating
mode transitions from an IGN off control mode to a Stand-
by mode and then transitions to a Zero-Flow mode (the
Zero-Flow mode in the drawing) or a radiator flow pas-
sage control (a RAD flow passage control in the drawing)
mode according to the coolant temperature, an external
temperature, or a similar temperature.
[0032] The Zero-Flow mode is a mode to accelerate a
rise of an oil water temperature of the internal combustion
engine 1 at a cold starting. Specifically, closing the first
MCV 7 and the second MCV 8 cuts off the flow of the
coolant to retain the coolant inside the internal combus-
tion engine 1 and accelerate the temperature rise of the
coolant. Cutting off the flow of the coolant also retains
the coolant in the oil cooler 14, thereby accelerating a
temperature rise of engine oil as well. It should be noted
that the first MCV 7 and the second MCV 8 are opened
before the coolant boils.
[0033] The Zero-Flow mode ends when a heater switch
turns ON and the state enters a warm-up state. Alterna-
tively, even if these conditions are not met, the Zero-Flow
mode ends at an elapse of a predetermined period (for
example, a few minutes) from the start of the Zero-Flow
mode. At the end of the Zero-Flow mode, the mode tran-
sitions to the radiator flow passage control mode.
[0034] Similar to the general flow passage control, the
radiator flow passage control mode circulates the coolant
with a route bypassing the radiator 16 with the coolant
temperature of equal to or less than the predetermined
temperature and circulates the coolant with a route pass-
ing through the radiator 16 with the coolant temperature
in excess of the predetermined temperature. Note that,
the internal combustion engine 1 of this embodiment can
independently control the respective temperature of the
cylinder block 2 and temperature of the cylinder head 3

as described above. The radiator flow passage control
mode is additionally divided into two modes. The one (a
first mode) is a mode that controls the cylinder block and
the cylinder head to an identical temperature, and the
other (a second mode) is a mode that controls the cylinder
head to a temperature lower than the cylinder block. In
the case where a load becomes higher than a predeter-
mined load or an engine revolution speed becomes high-
er than a predetermined rotation speed, the second mode
is performed and the first mode is performed in other
cases. It should be noted that, to reduce a complicated
control, hysteresises may be provided to a predeter-
mined load and a predetermined rotation speed to deter-
mine whether the first mode transitions to the second
mode or not and a predetermined load and a predeter-
mined rotation speed to determine whether the second
mode transitions to the first mode or not. The coolant
temperatures inside the head-side passages WH and the
coolant temperatures inside the block-side passages WB
in the first mode and the second mode will be described
later.
[0035] When the fuel temperature rises during the ex-
ecution of the radiator flow passage control mode, to re-
duce the distal end wet, the mode transitions to a fuel
temperature control mode described later.
[0036] FIG. 7 is a flowchart for a control routine deter-
mining whether to perform the fuel temperature control
mode or not.
[0037] At Step S100, the controller 100 obtains an in-
jector distal end temperature Ttip and a coolant temper-
ature Tw. With a temperature sensor to detect the distal
end temperature of the injector 5 mounted, the controller
100 reads a detected value by this temperature sensor.
With the temperature sensor not mounted to the injector
5, the controller 100 estimates the injector distal end tem-
perature Ttip through an operation described later. The
controller 100 reads a detected value by a water temper-
ature sensor also mounted to the general internal com-
bustion engine as the coolant temperature.
[0038] Here, the following describes the estimating
method of the injector distal end temperature Ttip.
[0039] FIG. 8 is a map illustrating a relationship be-
tween an engine load and an engine revolution speed
and the injector distal end temperature Ttip. The control-
ler 100 calculates the engine load on the basis of the
detected value by an accelerator pedal opening degree
sensor (not illustrated) and calculates the engine revo-
lution speed on the basis of the detected value by a crank
angle sensor. The controller 100 refers to the map in FIG.
8 to calculate the injector distal end temperature Ttip. For
further highly-accurate calculation of the injector distal
end temperature Ttip, the injector distal end temperature
Ttip calculated from the map in FIG. 8 may be corrected
using a correction coefficient on the basis of a common-
rail temperature and a correction coefficient on the basis
of the coolant temperature. The correction coefficient on
the basis of the common-rail temperature is preset on
the basis of, for example, a relationship between the com-
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mon-rail temperature and the injector distal end temper-
ature as illustrated in FIG. 9. Similarly, the correction co-
efficient on the basis of the coolant temperature is preset
on the basis of, for example, a relationship between the
coolant temperature and the injector distal end temper-
ature as illustrated in FIG. 10.
[0040] When the controller 100 obtains the injector dis-
tal end temperature Ttip and the coolant temperature Tw
as described above, the controller 100 determines
whether the coolant temperature Tw is higher than a pre-
determined temperature T1 or not at Step S102. The con-
troller 100 performs a process at Step S104 with the de-
termination result of positive and ends the routine at this
time with the determination result of negative.
[0041] The predetermined temperature T1 is a thresh-
old to determine whether the internal combustion engine
1 is in the warm-up state or not. That is, when the deter-
mination result of this step is negative, the internal com-
bustion engine 1 is in a cooling state, and the controller
100 performs the control for the Zero-Flow mode different
from this routine.
[0042] At Step S104, the controller 100 determines
whether the injector distal end temperature Ttip is higher
than a predetermined temperature T2 or not. With the
determination result of positive, the controller 100 per-
forms a process at Step S106 and with the determination
result of negative, the controller 100 ends the routine at
this time.
[0043] This step is to determine whether the rise of the
fuel temperature needs to be reduced or not. In view of
this, the temperature lower than a temperature at which
the flash boiling of fuel occurs by several °C is preset as
the predetermined temperature T2. It is only necessary
that "the temperature lower by several °C" is a temper-
ature at which the rise of the fuel temperature up to the
temperature at which the flash boiling occurs can be pre-
vented as long as a distal end temperature control de-
scribed later is started. Specifically, the predetermined
temperature T2 is set so as to fit.
[0044] At Step S106, the controller 100 performs the
fuel temperature control mode. As described later, this
embodiment cools the injector 5 to control the fuel tem-
perature; therefore, in the following description, the fuel
temperature control mode is referred to as "a distal end
temperature control."
[0045] The distal end temperature control is a control
to reduce the rise of the fuel temperature to avoid the
flash boiling. The distal end wet is caused by the flash
boiling due to the rise of the fuel temperature as described
above. The cause of the rise of the fuel temperature in-
cludes the fuel passing through the temperature-raised
injector 5 being exposed under the burnt flame and the
combustion gas. Accordingly, lowering the temperature
of the injector 5, especially the distal end part with the
injection hole 5A ensures lowering the fuel temperature.
Accordingly, this embodiment controls the temperature
of the injector 5 to control the fuel temperature to avoid
the flash boiling. Specifically, the control is performed

using the second MCV 8 such that a coolant flow rate of
the cylinder head 3 is increased to reduce the rise of the
fuel temperature and the coolant flow rate is decreased
to reduce the decrease of the fuel temperature. This is
because, since the injectors 5 are mounted to the cylinder
head 3, lowering the temperature of the cylinder head 3
also lowers the temperature of the injectors 5. The cool-
ant flow rate is controlled so as to meet the following
conditions.
[0046] Firstly, the fuel temperature when the fuel pass-
es through the injection holes 5A is equal to or less than
the temperature at which the flash boiling occurs. Sec-
ondly, the coolant temperature is equal to or more than
a lower limit temperature at which the increase in PN and
an increase in oil dilution by the fuel do not occur. Thirdly,
the coolant temperature is equal to or less than an upper
limit temperature at which the coolant is not boiled.
[0047] Representing a lower limit value of a tempera-
ture range meeting the above-described conditions by
T3 and an upper limit value by T4, a relationship T3 < T2
< T4 is met.
[0048] FIG. 11 is a timing chart when the control routine
in FIG. 7 is performed during an operation in a discharged
gas test mode. It should be noted that an injector distal
end temperature Ttip2 indicated by the dashed line in the
drawing is a comparative example. This comparative ex-
ample illustrates a transit of the injector distal end tem-
perature in the case where the cooling circuits of the cyl-
inder block and the cylinder head are not independent
and the control routine in FIG. 7 is not performed.
[0049] In association with the operation start, the cool-
ant temperature Tw gradually rises and exceeds the pre-
determined temperature T1 at a timing TM1. When the
injector distal end temperature Ttip1 exceeds the prede-
termined temperature T2 at the timing TM2, the controller
100 starts the distal end temperature control. According-
ly, the injector distal end temperature Ttip1 does not ex-
ceed the temperature at which the fuel passing through
the injection hole 5A causes the flash boiling. In contrast
to this, in the comparative example, the injector distal
end temperature Ttip2 rises in association with the elapse
of the operating period and the increase in vehicle speed
and exceeds the temperature at which the fuel passing
through the injection hole 5A causes the flash boiling.
[0050] Thus, this embodiment can reduce the flash
boiling of the fuel injected by the distal end temperature
control.
[0051] FIG. 12 illustrates a transit of the PN during the
operation in the discharged gas test mode. The solid line
in the drawing indicates an amount of discharged PN of
this embodiment and the dashed line is the comparative
example similar to FIG. 7. The time axis (the horizontal
axis) is common to FIG. 11.
[0052] In the comparative example, the PN increase
in association with the elapse of the operating period.
This corresponds to the behavior of the injector distal end
temperature Ttip2 in FIG. 11. In contrast to this, the PN
when this embodiment is performed is maintained almost
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constant after the increase immediately after the opera-
tion start. That is, the increase in PN caused by the distal
end wet is reduced.
[0053] Here, the description is given of the coolant tem-
perature in the block-side passages WB (hereinafter also
referred to as "a block liquid temperature") and the cool-
ant temperature in the head-side passages WH (herein-
after also referred to as "a head liquid temperature") in
the first mode and the second mode in the radiator flow
passage control mode.
[0054] FIG. 13 is a drawing illustrating a relationship
between the block liquid temperature and the oil dilution
ratio after state enters the warm-up state.
[0055] The oil dilution where the fuel attached to the
cylinder wall or a similar member mixes with engine oil
(hereinafter also simply referred to as "oil") possibly oc-
curs during the operation of the internal combustion en-
gine 1. As the oil dilution ratio becomes high, the per-
formance of oil is deteriorated; therefore, it is necessary
to provide a dilution limit and not to exceed the dilution
limit.
[0056] As illustrated in FIG. 13, the oil dilution ratio be-
comes high as the block liquid temperature lowers. This
is because that the lower the block liquid temperature is,
the lower the wall temperature of the cylinder block is,
and the fuel is likely to attach. Therefore, the block liquid
temperature needs to be controlled to a temperature such
that the oil dilution ratio does not exceed the dilution limit.
It should be noted that a block liquid temperature TWB1
in the drawing is a reference value of the block liquid
temperature in FIG. 14 described later.
[0057] FIG. 14 is a drawing to describe sensitivity of
the amount of discharged HC to the block liquid temper-
ature and the head liquid temperature.
[0058] The horizontal axis indicates the amount of dis-
charged HC for 15 seconds from the engine start and the
vertical axis indicates the exhaust air temperature after
15 seconds from the engine start. The lower side of a
curved line A-C is a region (an OK region) in which an
amount of discharged HC regulation value can be cleared
and the upper side is a region in which the amount of
discharged HC regulation value cannot be cleared (an
unacceptable region) described later.
[0059] The curved line A indicates the relationship be-
tween the amount of discharged HC and the exhaust air
temperature in the case where the block liquid tempera-
ture and the head liquid temperature each have prede-
termined reference values (TWB1 and TWH1). It should
be noted that the reference value TWB1 of the block liquid
temperature and the reference value TWH1 of the head
liquid temperature have the identical temperature.
[0060] A curved line B indicates a relationship between
the amount of discharged HC and the exhaust air tem-
perature in the case where only the head liquid temper-
ature is lowered more than the curved line A and is set
as TWH2. As illustrated in the drawing, the curved line
B hardly changes from the curved line A. That is, only
lowering the head liquid temperature hardly changes the

OK region.
[0061] A curved line C illustrates the relationship be-
tween the amount of discharged HC and the exhaust air
temperature in the case where the block liquid tempera-
ture is lowered more than the curved line B and is set as
TWB2. The block liquid temperature of the curved line C
is identical to the head liquid temperature. In other words,
it can be said that the curved line C is the case of lowering
the block liquid temperature and the head liquid temper-
ature from the curved line A. It should be noted that the
block liquid temperature TWB2 and the head liquid tem-
perature TWH2 have the identical temperature in the
curved line C.
[0062] As illustrated in the drawing, the curved line C
has the OK region narrower than those of the curved
lines A and B.
[0063] Accordingly, it can be seen that the amount of
discharged HC has high sensitivity to the block liquid tem-
perature and low sensitivity to the head liquid tempera-
ture. To avoid the amount of discharged HC to increase,
the block liquid temperature is preferably maintained to
be the reference value.
[0064] The performance required for the operation of
the internal combustion engine 1 includes, in addition to
the above-described PN request, amount of discharged
HC request, and oil dilution request, a combustion sta-
bility request, a fuel economy performance request, and
an output performance request. These performances al-
so have the relationship with the coolant temperature.
[0065] FIG. 15 is a summary of block liquid tempera-
tures meeting the above-described respective requests.
[0066] As illustrated in the drawing, compared with the
block liquid temperature meeting the amount of dis-
charged HC request and the oil dilution request, the block
liquid temperature meeting the combustion stability, the
fuel economy performance, and the output performance
is low. The block liquid temperature meeting the PN re-
quest is further lower than the block liquid temperature
meeting the combustion stability and similar perform-
ance.
[0067] Therefore, the first mode controls the cooling
flow passage and the cooling flow rate such that the block
liquid temperature maintains the temperature meeting
the amount of discharged HC request and the oil dilution
request, for example, the above-described TWB1. Re-
garding the combustion stability request, the fuel econ-
omy performance request, and the output performance
request, the head liquid temperature may have the tem-
perature identical to the block liquid temperature. Re-
garding the PN request, the amount of discharged HC
request, and the oil dilution request, the sensitivity of the
head liquid temperature is small. In view of this, the first
mode performs the control such that the head liquid tem-
perature becomes the temperature identical to the block
liquid temperature.
[0068] On the other hand, the second mode, which is
performed in the case of the high load or the high rotation
speed, a knocking needs to be avoided. Therefore, while
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the block liquid temperature is maintained to the temper-
ature identical to the first mode, the head liquid temper-
ature is lowered down to, for example, the above-de-
scribed TWH2. The reason that only the head liquid tem-
perature is lowered is that the PN request, the amount
of discharged HC request, and the oil dilution request
can be met as long as the block liquid temperature is not
changed.
[0069] It should be noted that to control the block liquid
temperature and the head liquid temperature, not directly
sensing the block liquid temperature and the head liquid
temperature but the control on the basis of a block wall
temperature and a head wall temperature can also be
performed. In this case, it is only necessary to convert
the block liquid temperature into the block wall temper-
ature using the table illustrated in FIG. 16. For example,
with the block liquid temperature of TWB1, the block wall
temperature becomes TB1; therefore, it is only necessary
to control the cooling flow passage and the cooling flow
rate so as to set the block wall temperature to TB1 while
the block wall temperature is monitored. The same ap-
plies to the head liquid temperature.
[0070] It should be noted that, as illustrated in FIG. 3,
the internal combustion engine 1 of this embodiment in-
cludes an oil jet 24 for the piston cooling. FIG. 17 illus-
trates the results of measuring the amount of discharged
PN in the case where the oil jet 24 is actuated and not
actuated. The "average wall temperature" in the horizon-
tal axis is an average temperature calculated by weight-
ing the block wall temperature and the head wall temper-
ature by predetermined values. The hatched region in
the drawing is a temperature region in the case where
the control according to the embodiment is performed.
The curved line in the drawing is a characteristic line in-
dicative of the relationship between the average wall tem-
perature and the PN created on the basis of the meas-
urement results. The "target" in the drawing indicates the
acceptable value of the PN. As illustrated in the drawing,
at the aimed wall temperature, the actuation and non-
actuation of the oil jet 24 does not have an influence on
the PN so much.
[0071] FIG. 18 is a drawing to describe an amount of
protrusion of the injector 5. The distal end of the injector
5 matching the combustion chamber wall surface is de-
termined as an amount of protrusion of zero, the distal
end of the injector 5 protruding to the combustion cham-
ber side (the state indicated by the dashed line in the
drawing) is determined as the positive amount of protru-
sion, and the opposite is determined as the negative
amount of protrusion.
[0072] FIG. 19 is a drawing illustrating a relationship
between the injector distal end temperature and the PN
caused by the distal end wet.
[0073] The larger the amount of protrusion is, the larger
the amount of received heat from the burnt flame and the
combustion gas; therefore, the temperature of the injec-
tor 5 rises. Consequently, the fuel temperature when the
fuel is injected from the injection hole 5A becomes high,

increasing the PN. On the other hand, the small amount
of protrusion reduces the rise of the fuel temperature,
thereby ensuring reducing the increase in PN.
[0074] That is, as illustrated in FIG. 19, even when the
engine operating state is identical, zeroing the amount
of protrusion ensures reducing the PN compared with
case of the positive amount of protrusion. The execution
of the control of this embodiment with the amount of pro-
trusion being zeroed further enhancing the PN reduction
effect.
[0075] As described above, this embodiment cools the
fuel before the fuel temperature when the fuel passes
through the injection hole 5A on the fuel injection valve
(the injector 5) reaches the temperature at which the
amount of attached fuel to the fuel injection valve distal
end increases. This allows reducing the increase in distal
end wet, thereby ensuring reducing the increase in PN
as the result.
[0076] With this embodiment, the internal combustion
engine 1 includes the engine cooling passages including
the cylinder head cooling passages (the head-side pas-
sages WH) and the cylinder block cooling passages (the
block-side passages WB) independent of one another
and cools the fuel through the control of the coolant flow
rate of the cylinder head cooling passages. This ensures
reducing the increase in PN caused by the distal end wet
without involving the increase in PN due to the fuel at-
tachment to the cylinder block, the increase in amount
of discharged HC, the increase in oil dilution ratio, and a
similar failure.
[0077] This embodiment sets the temperature at which
the amount of attached fuel to the distal end of the injector
5 increases as the temperature at which the fuel causes
the flash boiling. Since the increase in distal end wet is
mainly caused by the flash boiling of the fuel, this em-
bodiment can reliably reduce the increase in distal end
wet of the injector 5.

(Second Embodiment)

[0078] FIG. 20 is a schematic configuration diagram of
coolant passages according to the second embodiment.
The configuration of FIG. 20 differs from that in FIG. 1 in
that the configuration of FIG. 20 has a cooling circuit to
cool the common-rail 4 (a common-rail cooling circuit).
The common-rail cooling circuit is different system from
the cooling circuit described in the first embodiment and
includes a water pump (WP), a radiator (RAD), an inter-
cooler (I/C), and a common-rail coolant passage de-
scribed later dedicated for this circuit.
[0079] FIG. 21 is a configuration diagram of the com-
mon-rail 4 used for the second embodiment. The com-
mon-rail 4 includes injector holders 30 and flanges 31 for
bolt fastening. The common-rail 4 includes a fuel pas-
sage 33 at the inside and a common-rail coolant passage
32. The common-rail coolant passage 32 is disposed
along the fuel passage 33. It should be noted that the
arrows in the drawing each indicate flowing directions of
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the fuel and the coolant.
[0080] The fuel sent to the fuel passage 33 of the com-
mon-rail 4 by a fuel pump (not illustrated) is injected from
the injectors 5 mounted to the injector holders 30. The
coolant sent by the water pump dedicated for the com-
mon-rail cooling circuit flows through the inside of the
common-rail coolant passage 32.
[0081] The above-described configuration cools the fu-
el inside the fuel passage 33 by the coolant flowing
through the common-rail coolant passage 32. That is,
while the first embodiment cools the injectors 5 to control
the fuel temperature, the second embodiment cools the
fuel to control the fuel temperature. Such configuration
ensures reducing the increase in PN caused by the distal
end wet similar to the first embodiment.
[0082] The second embodiment can control the fuel
temperature independently of the block liquid tempera-
ture and the head liquid temperature.
[0083] As described above, the second embodiment
includes the common-rail 4, which accumulates the pres-
surized fuel, and the common-rail cooling passage, which
includes the circulation circuit separately from the engine
cooling passages. Controlling the coolant flow rate of the
common-rail cooling passage cools the fuel. This en-
sures reducing the increase in PN caused by the distal
end wet without giving the influence to the block liquid
temperature and the head liquid temperature.

Claims

1. A control method of direct injection internal combus-
tion engine (1) that directly injects fuel in a cylinder
and includes an engine cooling passage including a
cylinder head cooling passage (WH) and a cylinder
block cooling passage (WB) which are independent
of one another, and a fuel injection valve (5) having
an injection hole (5A) of the fuel, the fuel injection
valve (5) having a property that when the injected
fuel causes a flash boiling, an angle of fuel spray
increases to cause an injected fuel to adhere to a
peripheral area of the injection hole (5A), the control
method comprising:

performing a radiator flow passage control mode
by respectively adjusting coolant temperatures
of the cylinder head cooling passage (WH) and
a cylinder block cooling passage (WB), the ra-
diator flow passage control mode including a first
mode and a second mode, the first mode being
configured to control a cylinder block (2) and a
cylinder head (3) to have an identical tempera-
ture, and the second mode being configured to
control the cylinder head (3) to have a temper-
ature lower than a temperature of the cylinder
block (2), wherein the second mode is applied
when a load of the engine (1) is higher than a
predetermined load or a rotation speed of the

engine (1) is higher than a predetermined speed
and the first mode is applied in other cases;
characterized by
obtaining a distal end temperature of the fuel
injection valve (5); and
performing a transition from the radiator flow
passage control mode to a fuel temperature con-
trol mode when the distal end temperature of
the fuel injection valve (5) rises to a predeter-
mined temperature during an execution of the
radiator flow passage control mode, the fuel
temperature control mode being configured to
increase a coolant flow rate of the cylinder head
cooling passage (WH) to cool the fuel before the
distal end temperature of the fuel injection valve
(5) reaches a temperature at which the flash boil-
ing occurs.

2. A control device of direct injection internal combus-
tion engine (1) that directly injects fuel in a cylinder
and includes

an engine cooling passage including a cylinder
head cooling passage (WH) and a cylinder block
cooling passage (WB) which are independent
of one another;
a fuel injection valve (5) having an injection hole
(5A) of the fuel, the fuel injection valve (5) having
a property that when the injected fuel causes a
flash boiling, an angle of fuel spray increases to
cause an injected fuel to adhere to a peripheral
area of the injection hole (5A) and
a control unit configured to: perform a radiator
flow passage control mode by respectively ad-
justing coolant temperatures of the cylinder
head cooling passage (WH) and a cylinder block
cooling passage (WB), the radiator flow pas-
sage control mode including a first mode and a
second mode, the first mode being configured
to control a cylinder block (2) and a cylinder head
(3) to have an identical temperature, and the
second mode being configured to control the cyl-
inder head (3) to have a temperature lower than
a temperature of the cylinder block (2), wherein
the second mode is applied when a load of the
engine (1) is higher than a predetermined load
or a rotation speed of the engine (1) is higher
than a predetermined speed and the first mode
is applied in other cases,

characterized in that
the device further comprises

a temperature obtaining unit configured to ob-
tain a distal end temperature of the fuel injection
valve (5); and
a fuel cooling unit configured to cool the fuel
passing through the injection hole (5A); and
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the control unit is further configured to:
perform a transition from the radiator flow passage
control mode to a fuel temperature control mode
when the distal end temperature of the fuel injection
valve (5) rises to a predetermined temperature dur-
ing an execution of the radiator flow passage control
mode, the fuel temperature control mode being con-
figured to increase a coolant flow rate of the cylinder
head cooling passage (WH) to cool the fuel by con-
trolling the fuel cooling unit before the distal end tem-
perature of the fuel injection valve (5) reaches a tem-
perature at which the flash boiling occurs.

3. The control method according to claim 1, wherein
the predetermined temperature is set to be lower
than a temperature at which the injected fuel causes
flash boiling.

4. The control device according to claim 2, wherein the
predetermined temperature is set to be lower than a
temperature at which the injected fuel causes flash
boiling.

Patentansprüche

1. Steuerverfahren für eine Brennkraftmaschine mit Di-
rekteinspritzung (1), die Kraftstoff direkt in einen Zy-
linder einspritzt und einen Motorkühlkanal mit einem
Zylinderkopfkühlkanal (WH) und einem Zylinder-
blockkühlkanal (WB), die unabhängig voneinander
sind, und ein Kraftstoffeinspritzventil (5) mit einer
Einspritzöffnung (5A) für den Kraftstoff umfasst, wo-
bei das Kraftstoffeinspritzventil (5) eine Eigenschaft
aufweist, dass, wenn der eingespritzte Kraftstoff ein
Entspannungssieden verursacht, ein Winkel des
Kraftstoffstrahls zunimmt, um ein Anhaften des ein-
gespritzten Kraftstoffs an einem Umfangsbereich
der Einspritzöffnung (5A) zu bewirken,
wobei das Steuerverfahren folgende Schritte um-
fasst:

Durchführen eines Kühlerströmungskanal-
Steuermodus durch jeweiliges Einstellen der
Kühlmitteltemperaturen des Zylinderkopf-Kühl-
kanals (WH) und eines Zylinderblock-Kühlka-
nals (WB), wobei der Kühlerströmungskanal-
Steuermodus einen ersten Modus und einen
zweiten Modus umfasst, wobei der erste Modus
zum Steuern eines Zylinderblocks (2) und eines
Zylinderkopfs (3) auf eine identische Tempera-
tur konfiguriert ist, und der zweite Modus zum
Steuern des Zylinderkopfs (3) auf eine niedrige-
re Temperatur als eine Temperatur des Zylin-
derblocks (2) konfiguriert ist, wobei der zweite
Modus angewendet wird, wenn eine Last des
Motors (1) höher als eine vorbestimmte Last ist
oder eine Drehzahl des Motors (1) höher als eine

vorbestimmte Drehzahl ist, und der erste Modus
in anderen Fällen angewendet wird;
gekennzeichnet durch
Erfassen einer Temperatur am distalen Ende
des Kraftstoffeinspritzventils (5); und
Durchführen eines Übergangs vom Kühlerströ-
mungskanal-Steuermodus zu einem Kraftstoff-
temperatur-Steuermodus, wenn die Tempera-
tur am distalen Ende des Kraftstoffeinspritzven-
tils (5) während einer Ausführung des Kühler-
strömungskanal-Steuermodus auf eine vorbe-
stimmte Temperatur ansteigt, wobei der Kraft-
stofftemperatur-Steuermodus zum Erhöhen ei-
nes Kühlmitteldurchsatzes des Zylinderkopf-
kühlkanals (WH) konfiguriert ist, um den
Kraftstoff zu kühlen, bevor die Temperatur am
distalen Ende des Kraftstoffeinspritzventils (5)
eine Temperatur erreicht, bei der das Entspan-
nungssieden auftritt.

2. Steuervorrichtung für eine Brennkraftmaschine mit
Direkteinspritzung (1), die Kraftstoff direkt in einen
Zylinder einspritzt und umfasst:

einen Motorkühlkanal mit einem Zylinderkopf-
kühlkanal (WH) und einem Zylinderblockkühlka-
nal (WB), die voneinander unabhängig sind;
ein Kraftstoffeinspritzventil (5) mit einer Einsprit-
zöffnung (5A) für den Kraftstoff, wobei das Kraft-
stoffeinspritzventil (5) eine Eigenschaft auf-
weist, dass, wenn der eingespritzte Kraftstoff ein
Entspannungssieden verursacht, ein Winkel
des Kraftstoffstrahls zunimmt, um ein Anhaften
des eingespritzten Kraftstoffs an einem Um-
fangsbereich der Einspritzöffnung (5A) zu be-
wirken, und
eine Steuereinheit, die konfiguriert ist zum:
Durchführen eines Kühlerströmungskanal-
Steuermodus durch jeweiliges Einstellen die
Kühlmitteltemperaturen des Zylinderkopf-Kühl-
kanals (WH) und eines Zylinderblock-Kühlka-
nals (WB), wobei der Kühlerströmungskanal-
Steuermodus einen ersten Modus und einen
zweiten Modus umfasst, wobei der erste Modus
zum Steuern eines Zylinderblocks (2) und eines
Zylinderkopfs (3) auf eine identische Tempera-
tur konfiguriert ist, und der zweite Modus zum
Steuern des Zylinderkopfs (3) auf eine niedrige-
re Temperatur als eine Temperatur des Zylin-
derblocks (2) konfiguriert ist, wobei der zweite
Modus angewendet wird, wenn eine Last des
Motors (1) höher als eine vorbestimmte Last ist
oder eine Drehzahl des Motors (1) höher als eine
vorbestimmte Drehzahl ist, und der erste Modus
in anderen Fällen angewendet wird;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Vorrichtung ferner umfasst:
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eine Temperaturerfassungseinheit, die
zum Erfassen einer Temperatur am distalen
Ende des Kraftstoffeinspritzventils (5) kon-
figuriert ist; und
eine Kraftstoffkühleinheit, die zum Kühlen
des durch die Einspritzöffnung (5A) strö-
menden Kraftstoff konfiguriert ist; und

die Steuereinheit ferner konfiguriert ist zum:
Durchführen eines Übergangs vom Kühlerströ-
mungskanal-Steuermodus zu einem Kraftstoff-
temperatur-Steuermodus, wenn die Tempera-
tur am distalen Ende des Kraftstoffeinspritzven-
tils (5) während einer Ausführung des Kühler-
strömungskanal-Steuermodus auf eine vorbe-
stimmte Temperatur ansteigt, wobei der Kraft-
stofftemperatur-Steuermodus zum Erhöhen ei-
nes Kühlmitteldurchsatzes des Zylinderkopf-
kühlkanals (WH) konfiguriert ist, um den
Kraftstoff zu kühlen, bevor die distale Endtem-
peratur des Kraftstoffeinspritzventils (5) eine
Temperatur erreicht, bei der das Entspannungs-
sieden auftritt.

3. Steuerverfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die vorbe-
stimmte Temperatur niedriger als eine Temperatur
eingestellt ist, bei welcher der eingespritzte Kraftstoff
ein Entspannungssieden verursacht.

4. Steuervorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei die vor-
bestimmte Temperatur niedriger als eine Tempera-
tur eingestellt ist, bei welcher der eingespritzte Kraft-
stoff ein Entspannungssieden verursacht.

Revendications

1. Procédé de commande d’un moteur à combustion
interne à injection directe (1) qui injecte directement
du carburant dans un cylindre et comporte un pas-
sage de refroidissement de moteur comportant un
passage de refroidissement de culasse (WH) et un
passage de refroidissement de bloc-cylindres (WB)
qui sont indépendants l’un de l’autre, et une soupape
d’injection de carburant (5) ayant un trou d’injection
(5A) du carburant, la soupape d’injection de carbu-
rant (5) ayant une propriété selon laquelle, lorsque
le carburant injecté provoque une ébullition éclair,
un angle de pulvérisation de carburant augmente
pour amener le carburant injecté à adhérer à une
zone périphérique du trou d’injection (5A), le procédé
de commande comprenant le fait :

d’exécuter un mode de commande de passage
d’écoulement de radiateur en régulant respec-
tivement les températures de liquide de refroi-
dissement du passage de refroidissement de
culasse (WH) et d’un passage de refroidisse-

ment de bloc-cylindres (WB), le mode de com-
mande de passage d’écoulement de radiateur
comportant un premier mode et un deuxième
mode, le premier mode étant configuré pour
commander un bloc-cylindres (2) et une culasse
(3) de manière à avoir une température identi-
que, et le deuxième mode étant configuré pour
commander la culasse (3) de manière à avoir
une température inférieure à une température
du bloc-cylindres (2), où le deuxième mode est
appliqué lorsqu’une charge du moteur (1) est
supérieure à une charge prédéterminée ou
qu’une vitesse de rotation du moteur (1) est su-
périeure à une vitesse prédéterminée et le pre-
mier mode est appliqué dans d’autres cas ;
caractérisé par le fait
d’obtenir une température d’extrémité distale de
la soupape d’injection de carburant (5) ; et
d’exécuter une transition du mode de comman-
de de passage d’écoulement de radiateur à un
mode de commande de température de carbu-
rant lorsque la température d’extrémité distale
de la soupape d’injection de carburant (5) s’élè-
ve jusqu’à une température prédéterminée pen-
dant une exécution du mode de commande de
passage d’écoulement de radiateur, le mode de
commande de température de carburant étant
configuré pour augmenter un débit de liquide de
refroidissement du passage de refroidissement
de culasse (WH) afin de refroidir le carburant
avant que la température d’extrémité distale de
la soupape d’injection de carburant (5) n’attei-
gne une température à laquelle l’ébullition éclair
se produit.

2. Dispositif de commande d’un moteur à combustion
interne à injection directe (1) qui injecte directement
du carburant dans un cylindre et comporte
un passage de refroidissement de moteur compor-
tant un passage de refroidissement de culasse (WH)
et un passage de refroidissement de bloc-cylindres
(WB) qui sont indépendants l’un de l’autre ;
une soupape d’injection de carburant (5) ayant un
trou d’injection (5A) du carburant, la soupape d’in-
jection de carburant (5) ayant une propriété selon
laquelle, lorsque le carburant injecté provoque une
ébullition éclair, un angle de pulvérisation de carbu-
rant augmente pour amener le carburant injecté à
adhérer à une zone périphérique du trou d’injection
(5A), et
une unité de commande configurée : pour exécuter
un mode de commande de passage d’écoulement
de radiateur en régulant respectivement les tempé-
ratures de liquide de refroidissement du passage de
refroidissement de culasse (WH) et d’un passage de
refroidissement de bloc-cylindres (WB), le mode de
commande de passage d’écoulement de radiateur
comportant un premier mode et un deuxième mode,

17 18 



EP 3 415 751 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

le premier mode étant configuré pour commander
un bloc-cylindres (2) et une culasse (3) de manière
à avoir une température identique, et le deuxième
mode étant configuré pour commander la culasse
(3) de manière à avoir une température inférieure à
une température du bloc-cylindres (2), où le deuxiè-
me mode est appliqué lorsqu’une charge du moteur
(1) est supérieure à une charge prédéterminée ou
qu’une vitesse de rotation du moteur (1) est supé-
rieure à une vitesse prédéterminée et le premier mo-
de est appliqué dans d’autres cas,
caractérisé en ce que
le dispositif comprend en outre
une unité d’obtention de température configurée
pour obtenir une température d’extrémité distale de
la soupape d’injection de carburant (5) ; et
une unité de refroidissement de carburant configu-
rée pour refroidir le carburant passant à travers le
trou d’injection (5A) ; et
l’unité de commande est en outre configurée :

pour exécuter une transition du mode de com-
mande de passage d’écoulement de radiateur
à un mode de commande de température de
carburant lorsque la température d’extrémité
distale de la soupape d’injection de carburant
(5) s’élève jusqu’à une température prédétermi-
née pendant une exécution du mode de com-
mande de passage d’écoulement de radiateur,
le mode de commande de température de car-
burant étant configuré pour augmenter un débit
de liquide de refroidissement du passage de re-
froidissement de culasse (WH) afin de refroidir
le carburant en commandant l’unité de refroidis-
sement de carburant avant que la température
d’extrémité distale de la soupape d’injection de
carburant (5) n’atteint une température à laquel-
le l’ébullition éclair se produit.

3. Procédé de commande selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la température prédéterminée est réglée
pour être inférieure à une température à laquelle le
carburant injecté provoque une ébullition éclair.

4. Dispositif de commande selon la revendication 2,
dans lequel la température prédéterminée est réglée
pour être inférieure à une température à laquelle le
carburant injecté provoque une ébullition éclair.
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