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(54) Electronic device having music database and method of forming music database

(57) An electronic device is disclosed according to
the invention, which comprises an input unit, a memory
unit for storing a music database, a display unit and a
control unit. The music database comprises a plurality of
pieces of music attached with visual tags. The electronic
device according to the invention can facilitate the users
to quickly and efficiently search out what they want to
listen. Further, a method of forming the music database
for the electronic device is also disclosed.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to an electronic device
having a music database and a method of forming the
music database, and in particular to an electronic device
by which users are capable of editing, browsing and re-
trieving any piece of music stored in the music database
of the electronic device with ease, and the method of
forming the music database.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] With the fast development of hardware technol-
ogy, the abilities of an electronic device, such as a mobile
terminal, to process data and to store information are
remarkably improved, by which users can enjoy kinds of
multimedia applications anytime and anywhere. As an
example, many new models of mobile phones integrate
MP3 player and/or radio, which can provide music and
broadcast programs to the users.
[0003] Conventionally, users of an electronic device
having a music database can browse or retrieve music
stored in the music database, and find out, if needed, a
piece of music, by entering descriptive keywords, such
as title, performer and composer of the piece of music,
to listen or to download it to other devices.
[0004] When users browse or retrieve one or more
pieces of music from a music database stored in the elec-
tronic device, a menu or a list of pieces of music is dis-
played on the display unit of the electronic device. The
menu or list shows, usually in text mode, a large number
of titles, names of performers, names of composers etc.
of the pieces of music to be selected. The users need to
select what they want from the menu or list based on a
certain rule such as alphabet order. Usually, the users
have to check many pages or screens in the menu or list
to find the right piece. Therefore, it is inconvenient for the
users to find the exactly relevant information.
[0005] And, if users want to search a piece of music
expressing a kind of mood such as happy, sad, sorrowful
or the like they never listen to or they are not familiar with,
they can hardly use the above menu or list to search out
the right piece of music they want. Listening to the pieces
of music one by one is not advisable because it is time
consuming to check the melody of every piece of music,
which in some sense depends on the length of the music.
Even if only the major melody of every piece of music is
listened to, it will take tens of seconds for one piece of
music.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] An object of the invention is to provide an elec-
tronic device having a music database, users of which
can easily edit, browse and retrieve any piece of music
included in the music database.

[0007] A further obj ect of the invention is to provide a
method of forming the music database, by which the mu-
sic database in the electronic device can be formed.
[0008] In order to fulfill the above-mentioned objects,
an electronic device is provided according to the inven-
tion. The electronic device comprises an input unit for
inputting operation instructions, a control unit for receiv-
ing the operation instructions from the input unit and is-
suing relevant control commands, a memory unit for stor-
ing a music database comprising a plurality of pieces of
music, and a display unit for selectively displaying the
information of the pieces of music in response to the con-
trol commands from the control unit, wherein the pieces
of music are attached with visual tags.
[0009] Also, a method of forming a music database is
provided according to the invention. It comprises the fol-
lowing steps of: reading a piece of music from a set of
stored pieces of music; producing a visual tag based on
the relevant information of the piece of music; combining
the piece of music and the visual tag to compose a piece
of music having the visual tag; storing the composed
piece of music having visual tag into the memory of an
electronic device; repeating the above steps to form the
music database, consisting of the pieces of music having
visual tags stored in the memory, for the electronic de-
vice.
[0010] Since the electronic device according to the in-
vention is provided with a music database formed by a
plurality of pieces of music having visual tags, the users
of the electronic device can easily recognize every piece
of music by means of the visual tags attached to the piec-
es of music, and search out the right piece accordingly.
Thus, the electronic device according to the invention
can help the users to quickly and efficiently search out
what they want without needing to listen to the pieces of
music one by one.
[0011] The above and other objects, effects, features
and advantages of the present invention will become
more apparent from the following description of the em-
bodiments thereof taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012]

Fig. 1 is a schematic view showing an electronic de-
vice according to the invention;
Fig.2 is a graph showing a melody of a piece of music;
Fig.3 is a flow chart showing the method of forming
the music data base according to the invention; and
Fig. 4 is an example of a visual tag for a piece of
music.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0013] Fig. 1 is a schematic view showing an electronic
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device according to the invention. As shown in Fig.1, the
electronic device according to the invention includes an
input unit 12, a control unit 14, a memory unit 16 and a
display unit 18. A music database is stored in the memory
unit 16. The music database is formed by a plurality of
pieces of music. Every piece of music is attached with a
visual tag.
[0014] Users use the input unit 12 to input operation
instructions to perform a desired operation. The control
unit 14 receives the operation instructions and issues
relevant control commands to control the operations of
the memory unit 16 and the display unit 18. The display
unit 18 selectively displays the information of the pieces
of music stored in the memory unit 16 in response to the
control command from the control unit 14.
[0015] The input unit 12 may be a keyboard or a touch
screen etc. that is adapted to edit, browse, and retrieve
the pieces of music attached with visual tags. The control
unit 14 may be a CPU or MPU or the like. The memory
unit 16 may be any device that can store information such
as a flexible disk, a hard disk, an optical disk, a magnet
optic disk, a CD-ROM, a CD-R, a magnetic tape, a non-
volatile memory card, a ROM, an EEPROM or the like.
The display unit 18 may be a display or the like that is
adapted to display the visual tags.
[0016] A visual tag for a piece of music includes an
icon comprising one or more basic elements, which can
represent in a sense the piece of music. Usually, the basic
elements forming the icon carry the most impressive in-
formation of the piece of music. Whatever can be dis-
played on the display unit, such as a small image, a
sketch picture, a symbol, an animation graph and the
like, can be used as the basic elements of the visual tag.
[0017] Usually, when a user makes a search for a de-
sired piece of music, the icon of the visual tag of the piece
of music is displayed on the display unit 18 to help the
user to recognize the piece of music having the visual tag.
[0018] In addition, the visual tag for the piece of music
can include some additional elements, such as descrip-
tive words, like music titles, names of composers and the
like. These additional elements are usually not displayed
on the display unit 18. When a user has a general feeling
on a piece of music through the icon of the visual tag
attached to the piece of music, and wants to know more
information about this piece of music, the additional ele-
ments also can be displayed on the display 18 as re-
quired.
[0019] For Example, all the additional elements of a
visual tag for a piece of music are listed in a menu that
is usually not displayed on the display unit 18. When a
user performs an operation, such as highlighting the vis-
ual tag, the menu will be displayed on the display unit 18
to show part or all of the additional elements of the visual
tag so that the user can have more understandings of
the piece of music.
[0020] Any elements of a visual tag can be set as basic
or additional elements as required.
[0021] The basic elements and the additional elements

may be any one of the following: "music title", "compos-
er", "performer", "music type", "mood", "academic clas-
sification", "main instrument, "related drawing", "person-
al feeling", "impression level", "melody curve", "recalling
melody" and "hot link" etc.
[0022] If any one or more of the above elements are
taken as the basic elements of the visual tag of a piece
of music, an icon is formed by the elements and is usually
displayed on the display unit 18. The additional elements
are listed in a menu that will be displayed on the display
18 if required.
[0023] The element "music title" indicates the title of a
piece of music, such as "American quartet".
[0024] The element "composer and/or performer" in-
dicates the name or photo of the person who composed
or performed this piece of music.
[0025] The element "music type" means the type of a
piece of music, such as midi, rock, chamber music, song
etc.
[0026] The element "mood" indicates the predominant
mood expressed by a piece of music, such as happy,
sad, excited, horrible, proud etc. It may be displayed as
different face marks that can express different human
modes respectively.
[0027] The element "academic classification" means
the musical forms in the academic point of view, such as
sonata, symphony, concerto etc.
[0028] The element "main instrument" means an in-
strument, with which the music was played, such as pi-
ano, violin, harp etc. It may be displayed in a picture of
the instrument.
[0029] The element "related drawing" means a draw-
ing or picture which best describes the impression and
imagination of a listener’s feelings, such as a flying bird,
a bright moon over the peaceful surface of a lake, a moun-
tain and so on. It may be displayed in a bitmap. In a
common sense, the drawing or picture expresses the
popular feelings of the majority of listeners.
[0030] The element "personal feeling" means the per-
sonal feelings of the listener, which is similar to the above-
mentioned element "related drawing". It may be dis-
played as a small mark.
[0031] The element "impression level" means a score
representing the satisfaction degree the listener gives
after he listened to this music, such as five stars, four
stars, etc. It may be indicated with a number or star marks,
such as ZZZZ (three and a half stars).
[0032] The element "melody curve" means a curve
whose shape shows the melody of a piece of music, such
as the curve as shown in Fig.2. The melody curve can
reflect the rhythm and tone of the piece of music.
[0033] The element "recalling melody" means a melo-
dy or a segment of melody representing a piece of music,
which is the most representative part of the music and is
much easier for the listener to remember or recognize
the piece of music.
[0034] The element "hot link" means the links to other
related visual tags.
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[0035] The recalling melody of a piece of music may
be obtained based on human-machine-interaction. With
the use of some sensors, which can pick up the emotions
and/or physiological reactions of persons listening to the
piece of music, the most exciting segment of the piece
of music can be extracted by automatically analyzing the
records of these sensors. The parameters, such as the
expressions/emotion and the heartbeat of the listeners,
of the records will be obviously changed when persons
hear the most exciting or interesting segments. In this
way, the recalling melody of the piece of music could be
easily obtained.
[0036] The recalling melody also may be obtained by
counting the repeating times of a segment of music within
the playing period of the piece of music. The segment of
music being repeated most frequently can be taken as
the recalling melody representing the piece of music,
which can be extracted as an element of the visual tag
of the piece of music.
[0037] According to the invention, users can edit,
browse and retrieve the basic elements and additional
elements of a visual tag for a piece of music by means
of the input unit 12. Further, the input unit 12 is adapted
to match and to associate with a piece of music with a
typical visual tag provided in a standard tag database.
[0038] Further, the electronic device having a music
database according to the invention includes an interface
(not shown) for connecting the electronic device with a
web server or provider server to download some useful
materials, e.g., a standard visual tag, or some special
symbols or icons users might use in editing the visual
tags.
[0039] The music database in the electronic device ac-
cording to the invention can be firstly constituted by
means of a specific tool and then inputted in the electronic
device. Alternatively, the music database can be formed
directly in the electronic device according to the inven-
tion.
[0040] The following is a brief description about how
to constitute the music database for the electronic device
according to the invention.
[0041] As shown in Fig. 3, the method of forming a
music database according to the invention includes the
following steps: (a) reading a piece of music from a set
of stored pieces of music; (b) producing a visual tag
based on the relevant information of the piece of music;
(c) combining the piece of music and the visual tag to
compose a piece of music having the visual tag; (d) stor-
ing the composed piece of music having visual tag into
the memory of an electronic device; (e) repeating the
above steps to form the music database, consisting of
the pieces of music having visual tags stored in the mem-
ory, for the electronic device according to the invention.
[0042] The set of stored pieces of music may be stored
in a remote database to which a data transmission con-
nection can be set up, or stored locally. As mentioned
above, the visual tag is formed based on the relevant
information of the piece of music. The relevant informa-

tion refers to basic elements and additional elements of
the piece of music. The visual tag produced in step (b)
includes an icon comprising one or more basic elements,
and, if necessary, additional elements reflecting respec-
tively one or more features of the piece of music.
[0043] The icon is preferably formed by one or more
basic elements carrying the most impressive information
of the piece of music and displayed on the display unit
18 when the piece of music needs to be displayed. The
additional elements are arranged in a menu, and dis-
played if required. For simplicity, the more detailed de-
scription thereof is omitted.
[0044] The visual tag for a piece of music can be pro-
duced by a database management center or web server/
information center site (not shown) either by means of
an automatic composer or by means of manual/semi-
automatic composer. The automatic generation of the
visual tag should follow a standard format, which speci-
fies the forms of each element and their layout in the
visual tag. After the visual tag is created, it can be deliv-
ered together with the piece of music everywhere.
[0045] Fig.4 shows an icon of a visual tag attached to
the piece of music titled "Dvorak’s American Quartet". As
shown in Fig. 4, the basic elements constituting the icon
of the visual tag include a title 41, an emblematic image
42 and a melody curve 43. The emblematic image 42 is
a "red bird, only with black wings". The visual tag also
includes additional elements (not shown).
[0046] The music database in the electronic device ac-
cording to the invention can be easily edited by means
of the input unit 12. The users of the electronic device
according to the invention can either re-map the visual
tags attached to the pieces of music or add, change or
delete one or more elements of the visual tags attached
to the piece of music to form a personal music database.
[0047] By displaying the icons of the visual tags of all
or a part of pieces of music on the display unit 18, users
of the electronic device according to the invention can
browse the pieces of music. It is very easy and efficient
to recognize a piece of music through the icon of the
visual tag of the piece of music.
[0048] The pieces of music can also be retrieved easily
due to the visual tags. Both basic elements and additional
elements of the visual tags of the pieces of music can be
taken as the index for retrieval.
[0049] The electronic device according to the invention
can be a mobile phone, a portable computer and any
other electronic devices provided with a music database.
[0050] The pieces of music may be songs, ringing tone
and whatever persons can hear.
[0051] The present invention has been described in
detail with respect of the preferred embodiment. It will
now be apparent from foregoing to those skilled in the
art that changes and modifications may be made without
departing from the invention in its broader aspects, and
it is the intention that the appended claims cover all such
changes and modifications falling into the true scope of
the invention.
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Claims

1. An electronic device, comprising an input unit (12)
for inputting operation instructions, a control unit (14)
for receiving the operation instructions from said in-
put unit (12) and issuing relevant control commands,
a memory unit (16) for storing a music database com-
prising a plurality of pieces of music, and a display
unit (18) for displaying selectively the pieces of music
in response to the control commands from said con-
trol unit (14),
wherein the pieces of music are attached with visual
tags.

2. The electronic device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
said visual tags each includes an icon comprising at
least one basic element.

3. The electronic device as claimed in claim 2, wherein
said visual tags each includes at least one additional
element.

4. The electronic device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
said input unit (12) is adapted to edit, browse or re-
trieve said pieces of music.

5. The electronic device as claimed in any of claims
1-4, wherein said electronic device is a mobile
phone.

6. The electronic device as claimed in any of claims
1-4, wherein said electronic device is a portable com-
puter.

7. A method of forming a music database, comprising
the following steps of:

reading a piece of music from a set of stored
pieces of music;
producing a visual tag based on the relevant in-
formation of the piece of music;
combining the piece of music and the visual tag
to compose a piece of music having the visual
tag;
storing the composed piece of music having vis-
ual tag into the memory of an electronic device;
repeating the above steps to form the music da-
tabase, consisting of the pieces of music having
visual tags stored in the memory, for the elec-
tronic device.

8. The method of forming a music database as claimed
in claim 7, wherein said visual tag includes an icon
comprising at least one basic element.

9. The method of forming a music database as claimed
in claim 8, wherein said visual tag includes at least
one additional element.

10. The method of forming a music database as claimed
in any of claims 7-9, wherein said electronic device
is a mobile phone.

11. The method of forming a music database as claimed
in any of claims 7-9, wherein said electronic device
is a portable computer.
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