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(54) Optical pickup device and objective optical element

(57) There are provided an optical pickup device
which can satisfactorily record and/or reproduce infor-
mation on different kinds of optical information recording
medium in spite of compactness, and an objective optical
element used for the optical pickup device. The optical
functional surface of the objective optical element in-
cludes at least two areas of a central area including an
optical axis and a peripheral area surrounding the central
area. An optical path difference providing structure in the
central area is a structure obtained by overlapping a first

central basic structure and a second central basic struc-
ture which are in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided
by step differences, with each other. An optical path dif-
ference providing structure in the peripheral area is a
structure obtained by overlapping a first peripheral basic
structure and a second peripheral basic structure which
are in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step dif-
ferences, with each other.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to an optical pickup device and an objective optical element. In particular, the
present invention relates to an optical pickup device capable of recording and/or reproducing information properly for
information recording media by using light sources with a different wavelengths, and to an objective optical element to
be used for the optical pickup device.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] In recent years, research and development of a high density optical disc system capable of recording and/or
reproducing information by using a violet semiconductor laser with a wavelength of about 400 nm, are advancing rapidly.
As an example, in the case of an optical disc on which information is recorded and/or reproduced under the specifications
that NA is 0.85 and a light source wavelength is 405 nm, namely, in the case of the so-called Blu-ray Disc (hereinafter,
BD), it is possible to record information of about 23 through 27 GB per layer for an optical disc with a diameter of 12 cm,
which is same in size as DVD (NA is 0.6, wavelength of a light source is 650 nm, and memory capacity is 4.7 GB). As
another example, in the case of an optical disc on which information is recorded and/or reproduced under the specifications
that NA is 0.65 and a light source wavelength is 405 nm, namely, in the case of the so-called HD DVD (hereinafter, HD),
it is possible to record information of about 15 through 20 GB per layer for an optical disc with a diameter of 12 cm. With
respect to BD, coma caused by inclination (skew) of an optical disc is increased. Therefore, an amount of the coma
caused by skew is lowered by designing the protective layer to be thinner than that in the case of DVD (where the
thickness is 0.1 mm, compared with 0.6 mm for DVD). Hereafter, the optical disc of this kind is called "a high density
optical disc" in the present description.
[0003] In the meantime, a value as a product for an optical disc player/recorder is not sufficient when the optical disc
player/recorder only can record and/or reproduce information properly for the high density disc of this kind. In view of
the realities that DVDs on which various types of information are recorded are on the market at present, only conducting
information recording and/or information reproducing is not sufficient for the high density optical disc, and ability to
conduct information recording and/or information reproducing properly also for DVD owned by a user, for example,
enhances commercial value as the optical disc player/recorder for the high density optical disc. With the aforesaid
background, an optical pickup device to be built in the optical disc player/recorder for a high density optical disc is
requested to have capability to conduct information recording and/or information reproducing properly for both a high
density optical disc and DVD also, while maintaining a compatibility.
[0004] As a method to be capable of recording and/or reproducing information for both of the high density optical disc
and DVD also while maintaining compatibility, there is considered a method to switch an optical system for a high density
optical disc and an optical system for DVD selectively, depending on recording density of an optical disc for information
recording and/or information reproducing. However, this method is disadvantageous for downsizing because a plurality
of optical systems are needed, and this method cannot avoid cost increase.
[0005] Therefore, it is preferable to simplify construction of the optical pickup device, and to reduce the number of
optical parts constituting the optical pickup device by providing an optical system for a high density optical disc and that
for DVD as a common optical system even in the optical pickup device with a compatibility, for achieving low cost. Most
advantageous ways for simplification and low cost of the construction of the optical pickup device includes providing an
objective lens arranged to face an optical disc as a common optical element and further making this objective lens a
single lens. As an objective lens that is common to optical discs in plurality of types each being different in recording/
reproducing wavelength, there is known an objective lens that has, on its surface, a diffractive structure having wave-
length-dependency of an spherical aberration, and that corrects a spherical aberration caused by a difference in recording/
reproducing wavelength and in a protective layer thickness, by utilizing the wavelength-dependency of this diffractive
structure.
[0006] Patent Literature 1 discloses an objective lens in a single lens structure that can record and/or reproduce
information compatibly for a high density optical disc, DVD and CD.

Patent Literature 1: JP-A No. 2006-185576

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

TECHNICAL PROBLEM

[0007] In the objective lens disclosed in Patent Literature 1, the central area and the peripheral area of the objective
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lens differ in an order of a diffracted light flux having a maximum light amount in light fluxes passing therein. Therefore,
there is a problem that higher order aberration that does not contribute to a spot cannot be lowered sufficiently for both
of a high density optical disk and DVD.
[0008] The present invention has been achieved in view of the aforesaid problems, to provide an optical pickup device
wherein the higher order aberration can be lowered sufficiently for both a high density optical disc and DVD, and infor-
mation recording and/or information reproducing can be conducted properly for optical information recording media
which are different in terms of types each other with keeping compactness, and to provide an objective optical element
to be used for the aforesaid optical pickup device.

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM

[0009] Claim 1 describes an optical pickup device which forms a converged spot on an information recording surface
of a first optical information recording medium including a protective layer with a thickness of t1, by using a first light flux
with a wavelength of λ1 emitted from a first light source, forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of
a second optical information recording medium including a protective layer with a thickness of t2 (t1 ≤ t2), by using a
second light flux with a wavelength of λ2 (λ1 < λ2) emitted from a second light source, and forms a converged spot on
an information recording surface of a third optical information recording medium including a protective layer with a
thickness of t3 (t2 < t3), by using a third light flux with a wavelength of λ3 (1.9 x λ1 < λ3 < 2.1 x λ1) emitted from a third
light source. The optical pickup device comprises: an objective optical element being a single lens. In the optical pickup
device, ml, m2, and m3 have an almost same value to each other, where ml, m2, and m3 are magnifications for the first
light flux, the second light flux, and the third light flux which enter the objective optical element, respectively. The objective
optical element comprises an optical functional surface including at least two areas of a central area including an optical
axis and a peripheral area surrounding the central area. The central area is used for forming the converged spot on
each of the information recording surfaces of the first optical information recording medium, the second optical information
recording medium, and the third optical information recording medium, and the peripheral area is used for forming the
converged spot on only the information recording surfaces of the first optical information recording medium and the
second optical information recording medium out of the first optical information recording medium, the second optical
information recording medium and the third optical information recording medium. The central area comprises a first
central basic structure being a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step differences and a second
central basic structure being a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step differences, where the first
central basic structure and the second central basic structure are formed to be overlapped with each other. In the first
central basic structure, an a-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes
when the first light flux passes through the first central basic structure, a b-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light
intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes when the second light flux passes through the first central basic structure,
and a c-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes when the third light
flux passes through the first central basic structure. In the second central basic structure, a x-th order diffracted light flux
has a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux passes through the second
central basic structure, a y-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes
when the second light flux passes through the second central basic structure, and a z-th order diffracted light flux has
a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes when the third light flux passes through the second central
basic structure. The peripheral area comprises a first peripheral basic structure being a structure in a shape of ring-
shaped zones divided by step differences and a second peripheral basic structure being a structure in a shape of ring-
shaped zones divided by step differences, where the first peripheral basic structure and the second peripheral basic
structure are formed to be overlapped with each other. In the first peripheral basic structure, an a-th order diffracted light
flux has a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux passes through the first
peripheral basic structure, and a b-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light
fluxes when the second light flux passes through the first peripheral basic structure. In the second peripheral basic
structure, a x-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes when the first
light flux passes through the second peripheral basic structure, and a y-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light
intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes when the second light flux passes through the second peripheral basic
structure. Values of a and x are an odd number and an even number, respectively.
[0010] According to the present invention, phase difference is not caused between a light flux passing through the
central area and a light flux passing through the peripheral area. It reduces the higher aberration for both of the first
optical information recording medium and the second optical information recording medium, and a converged spot in a
good condition can be formed for information recording surfaces of both optical information recording media. Further,
since each of the first and second central basic structures and the first and second peripheral basic structures is provided
as a structure in a serrated shape, they have many inclined surfaces to the optical axis compared with using a structure
in a stair shape and a structure in a binary shape. It reduces step differences parallel with the optical axis and large step
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differences, eases a processability of a mold for manufacturing optical elements, and reduces a manufacturing cost.
Moreover, it enhance the transferring ability of the structure shape and reduce a problem about loss of light amount in
accordance with manufacturing errors such as a surface deformation.
[0011] Aspect 2 describes the optical pickup device wherein, in the invention described in aspect 1, the following
expressions (1), (2), and (3) are satisfied. 

[0012] Aspect 3 describes the optical pickup device wherein, the invention described in aspect 1 or 2, the following
relationships are satisfied:

a = 3, b = 2, c = 2 or 1,
x = 2, y = 1, z = 1.

[0013] Aspect 4 describes the optical pickup device wherein, the invention described in aspect 1 or 2, the following
relationships are satisfied:

a = 1, b = 1, c = 1,
x = 2, y = 1, z = 1.

[0014] Aspect 5 describes the optical pickup device wherein, the invention described in any one of aspects 1 to 4, an
average pitch of a structure formed by the first central basic structure and the second central basic structure overlapped
with each other, is larger than an average pitch of a structure formed by the first peripheral basic structure and the
second peripheral basic structure overlapped with each other.
[0015] Aspect 6 describes an optical pickup device which forms a converged spot on an information recording surface
of a first optical information recording medium including a protective layer with a thickness of t1, by using a first light flux
with a wavelength of λ1 emitted from a first light source, forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of
a second optical information recording medium including a protective layer with a thickness of t2 (t1 ≤ t2), by using a
second light flux with a wavelength of λ2 (λ1 < λ2) emitted from a second light source, and forms a converged spot on
an information recording surface of a third optical information recording medium including a protective layer with a
thickness of t3 (t2 < t3), by using a third light flux with a wavelength of λ3 (1.9 x λ1 < λ3 < 2.1 x λ1) emitted from a third
light source. The optical pickup device comprises: an objective optical element being a single lens. In the optical pickup
device, ml, m2, and m3 have an almost same value to each other, where m1, m2, and m3 are magnifications for the
first light flux, the second light flux, and the third light flux which enter the objective optical element, respectively. The
objective optical element comprises an optical functional surface including at least two areas of a central area including
an optical axis and a peripheral area surrounding the central area. The central area is used for forming the converged
spot on each of the information recording surfaces of the first optical information recording medium, the second optical
information recording medium, and the third optical information recording medium, and the peripheral area is used for
forming the converged spot on only the information recording surfaces of the first optical information recording medium
and the second optical information recording medium out of the first optical information recording medium, the second
optical information recording medium and the third optical information recording medium. Each of the central area and
the peripheral area comprises a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step differences, and step differences
between adjoining ring-shaped zones in the central area and/or the peripheral area have at least two types of length
along an optical axis out of d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm), and d3 (Pm) satisfying the expressions (4), (5), and (6) respectively.
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In these expressions, n is a refractive index of the objective lens for a light flux with the wavelength λ1 (Pm), and θ is a
surface angle of a base aspheric surface of an optical surface of the objective lens, at the step difference.
[0016] Aspect 7 descries the optical pickup device wherein, in the invention described in aspect 6, the step differences
of the ring-shaped zones have at least two types of length along the optical axis out of d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm), and d3 (Pm)
satisfying the expressions (4’), (5’), and (6’) respectively. 

[0017] Aspect 8 describes an optical pickup device which forms a converged spot on an information recording surface
of a first optical information recording medium including a protective layer with a thickness of t1, by using a first light flux
with a wavelength of λ1 emitted from a first light source, forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of
a second optical information recording medium including a protective layer with a thickness of t2 (t1 ≤ t2), by using a
second light flux with a wavelength of λ2 (λ1 < λ2) emitted from a second light source, and forms a converged spot on
an information recording surface of a third optical information recording medium including a protective layer with a
thickness of t3 (t2 < t3), by using a third light flux with a wavelength of λ3 (1.9 x λ1 < λ3 < 2.1 x λ1) emitted from a third
light source. The optical pickup device comprises: an objective optical element being a single lens. In the optical pickup
device, ml, m2, and m3 have an almost same value to each other, where m1, m2, and m3 are magnifications for the
first light flux, the second light flux, and the third light flux which enter the objective optical element, respectively. The
objective optical element comprises an optical functional surface including at least two areas of a central area including
an optical axis and a peripheral area surrounding the central area. The central area is used for forming the converged
spot on each of the information recording surfaces of the first optical information recording medium, the second optical
information recording medium, and the third optical information recording medium, and the peripheral area is used for
forming the converged spot on only the information recording surfaces of the first optical information recording medium
and the second optical information recording medium out of the first optical information recording medium, the second
optical information recording medium and the third optical information recording medium. Each of the central area and
the peripheral area comprises a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step differences, and step differences
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between adjoining ring-shaped zones in the central area and/or the peripheral area have at least two types of length
along an optical axis out of d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm), and d3 (Pm) satisfying the expressions (7), (8), and (9) respectively. 

In the expressions, n is a refractive index of the objective lens for a light flux with the wavelength λ1 (Pm), and θ is a
surface angle of a base aspheric surface of an optical surface of the objective lens, at the step difference.
[0018] Aspect 9 describes the optical pickup device wherein, in the invention described in aspect 8, the step differences
of the ring-shaped zones have at least two types of length along the optical axis out of d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm), and d3 (Pm)
satisfying the expressions (7’), (8’), and (9’) respectively. 

[0019] Aspect 10 describes the optical pickup device wherein, in the invention described in any one of aspects 1 to
9, an optical surface on which the ring-shaped zones are formed faces a light-source side.
[0020] Aspect 11 describes the optical pickup device, in the invention described in any one of aspects 1 to 10, further
comprising a most peripheral area surrounding the peripheral area, wherein the most peripheral area is used for forming
a converged spot only on the information recording surface of the second optical information recording medium.
[0021] Aspect 12 describes the optical pickup device, in the invention described in any one of aspects 1 to 10, further
comprising a most peripheral area surrounding the peripheral area, wherein the most peripheral area is used for forming
a converged spot only on the information recording surface of the first optical information recording medium.
[0022] Aspect 13 describes the optical pickup device wherein, in the invention described in any one of aspects 1 to
12, each of the first central basic structure, the second central basic structure, the first peripheral basic structure, and
the second peripheral basic structure is a diffractive structure in a serrated shape.
[0023] Aspect 14 describes the optical pickup device wherein, the invention described in any one of aspects 1 to 13,
the thickness t1 of the protective layer of the first optical information recording medium satisfies 0.5 mm ≤ t1 ≤ 0.7 mm,
the thickness t2 of the protective layer of the second optical information recording medium satisfies 0.5 mm ≤ t2 ≤ 0.7
mm, and the thickness t3 of the protective layer of the third optical information recording medium satisfies 1.1 mm ≤ t3
≤ 1.3 mm.
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[0024] Aspect 15 describes that the optical pickup device wherein, the invention described in any one of aspects 1 to
13, the thickness t1 of the protective layer of the first optical information recording medium satisfies 0.0750 mm ≤ t1 ≤
0.1125 mm, the thickness t2 of the protective layer of the second optical information recording medium satisfies 0.5 mm
≤ t2 ≤ 0.7 mm, and the thickness t3 of the protective layer of the third optical information recording medium satisfies 1.1
mm ≤ t3 ≤ 1.3 mm.
[0025] Aspect 16 describes the optical pickup device wherein, the invention described in any one of aspects 1 to 15,
the objective optical element comprises a glass material.
[0026] Aspect 17 describes the optical pickup device wherein, the invention described in any one of aspects 1 to 15,
the objective optical element comprises a plastic material.
[0027] Aspect 18 describes an objective optical element for use in an optical pickup device which forms a converged
spot on an information recording surface of a first optical information recording medium including a protective layer with
a thickness of t1, by using a first light flux with a wavelength of λ1 emitted from a first light source, forms a converged
spot on an information recording surface of a second optical information recording medium including a protective layer
with a thickness of t2 (t1 ≤ t2), by using a second light flux with a wavelength of λ2 (λ1 < λ2) emitted from a second light
source, and forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of a third optical information recording medium
including a protective layer with a thickness of t3 (t2 < t3), by using a third light flux with a wavelength of λ3 (1.9 x λ1 <
λ3 < 2.1 x λ1) emitted from a third light source. The objective optical element is a single lens, and comprises an optical
functional surface including at least two areas of a central area including an optical axis and a peripheral area surrounding
the central area. The central area is used for forming the converged spot on each of the information recording surfaces
of the first optical information recording medium, the second optical information recording medium, and the third optical
information recording medium, and the peripheral area is used for forming the converged spot on only the information
recording surfaces of the first optical information recording medium and the second optical information recording medium
out of the first optical information recording medium, the second optical information recording medium and the third
optical information recording medium. The central area comprises a first central basic structure being a structure in a
shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step differences and a second central basic structure being a structure in a shape
of ring-shaped zones divided by step differences, where the first central basic structure and the second central basic
structure are formed to be overlapped with each other. In the first central basic structure, an a-th order diffracted light
flux has a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux passes through the first
central basic structure, a b-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes
when the second light flux passes through the first central basic structure, and a c-th order diffracted light flux has a
higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes when the third light flux passes through the first central basic
structure. In the second central basic structure, a x-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light intensity than other
order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux passes through the second central basic structure, a y-th order
diffracted light flux has a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes when the second light flux passes
through the second central basic structure, and a z-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light intensity than other
order diffracted light fluxes when the third light flux passes through the second central basic structure. The peripheral
area comprises a first peripheral basic structure being a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step
differences and a second peripheral basic structure being a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step
differences, where the first peripheral basic structure and the second peripheral basic structure are formed to be over-
lapped with each other. In the first peripheral basic structure, an a-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light intensity
than other order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux passes through the first peripheral basic structure, and a
b-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes when the second light
flux passes through the first peripheral basic structure. In the second peripheral basic structure, a x-th order diffracted
light flux has a higher light intensity than other order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux passes through the
second peripheral basic structure, and a y-th order diffracted light flux has a higher light intensity than other order
diffracted light fluxes when the second light flux passes through the second peripheral basic structure. Values of a and
x are an odd number and an even number, respectively.
[0028] Aspect 19 describes the objective optical element wherein, in the invention described in aspect 18, the objective
optical element is used in the optical pickup device in which m1, m2, and m3 have an almost same value to each other,
where m1, m2, and m3 are magnifications for the first light flux, the second light flux, and the third light flux which enter
the objective optical element, respectively.
[0029] Aspect 20 describes the objective optical element wherein, in the invention describes in aspect 19, the following
expressions (1), (2), and (3) are satisfied. 
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[0030] Aspect 21 describes the objective optical element wherein, the invention described in any one of aspects 18
to 20, the following relationships are satisfied.
a = 3, b = 2, c = 2 or 1
x = 2, y = 1, z = 1
[0031] Aspect 22 describes the objective optical element wherein, the invention described in any one of aspects 18
to 20, the following relationships are satisfied.
a=1, b = 1, c = 1
x = 2, y = 1, z = 1
[0032] Aspect 23 describes the objective optical element wherein, in the invention described in any one of aspects
18 to 22, an average pitch of a structure formed by the first central basic structure and the second central basic structure
overlapped with each other, is larger than an average pitch of a structure formed by the first peripheral basic structure
and the second peripheral basic structure overlapped with each other.
[0033] Aspect 24 describe an objective optical element for use in an optical pickup device which forms a converged
spot on an information recording surface of a first optical information recording medium including a protective layer with
a thickness of t1, by using a first light flux with a wavelength of λ1 emitted from a first light source, forms a converged
spot on an information recording surface of a second optical information recording medium including a protective layer
with a thickness of t2 (t1 ≤ t2), by using a second light flux with a wavelength of λ2 (λ1 < λ2) emitted from a second light
source, and forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of a third optical information recording medium
including a protective layer with a thickness of t3 (t2 < t3), by using a third light flux with a wavelength of λ3 (1.9 x λ1 <
λ3 < 2.1 x λ1) emitted from a third light source. The objective optical element is a single lens, and comprises an optical
functional surface including at least two areas of a central area including an optical axis and a peripheral area surrounding
the central area. The central area is used for forming the converged spot on each of the information recording surfaces
of the first optical information recording medium, the second optical information recording medium, and the third optical
information recording medium, and the peripheral area is used for forming the converged spot on only the information
recording surfaces of the first optical information recording medium and the second optical information recording medium
out of the first optical information recording medium, the second optical information recording medium and the third
optical information recording medium. Each of the central area and the peripheral area comprises a structure in a shape
of ring-shaped zones divided with step differences, and step differences between adjoining ring-shaped zones in the
central area and/or the peripheral area have at least two types of length along an optical axis out of d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm),
and d3 (Pm) satisfying the expressions (4), (5), and (6) respectively. 

In these expressions, n is a refractive index of the objective lens for a light flux with the wavelength λ1 (Pm), and θ is a
surface angle of a base aspheric surface of an optical surface of the objective lens, at the step difference.
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[0034] Aspect 25 describes the objective optical element wherein, the invention described in aspect 24, the step
differences of the ring-shaped zones have at least two types of length along the optical axis out of d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm),
and d3 (Pm) satisfying the expressions (4’), (5’), and (6’) respectively. 

[0035] Aspect 26 describes an objective optical element for use in an optical pickup device which forms a converged
spot on an information recording surface of a first optical information recording medium including a protective layer with
a thickness of t1, by using a first light flux with a wavelength of λ1 emitted from a first light source, forms a converged
spot on an information recording surface of a second optical information recording medium including a protective layer
with a thickness of t2 (t1 ≤ t2), by using a second light flux with a wavelength of λ2 (λ1 < λ2) emitted from a second light
source, and forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of a third optical information recording medium
including a protective layer with a thickness of t3 (t2 < t3), by using a third light flux with a wavelength of λ3 (1.9 x λ1 <
λ3 < 2.1 x λ1) emitted from a third light source. The objective optical element is a single lens, and comprises an optical
functional surface including at least two areas of a central area including an optical axis and a peripheral area surrounding
the central area. The central area is used for forming the converged spot on each of the information recording surfaces
of the first optical information recording medium, the second optical information recording medium, and the third optical
information recording medium, and the peripheral area is used for forming the converged spot on only the information
recording surfaces of the first optical information recording medium and the second optical information recording medium
out of the first optical information recording medium, the second optical information recording medium and the third
optical information recording medium. Each of the central area and the peripheral area comprises a structure in a shape
of ring-shaped zones divided with step differences, and step differences between adjoining ring-shaped zones in the
central area and/or the peripheral area have at least two types of length along an optical axis out of d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm),
and d3 (Pm) satisfying the expressions (7), (8), and (9) respectively. 

In the expressions, n is a refractive index of the objective lens for a light flux with the wavelength λ1 (Pm), and θ is a
surface angle of a base aspheric surface of an optical surface of the objective lens, at the step difference.
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[0036] Aspect 27 describes the objective optical element wherein, the invention described in aspect 26, the step
differences of the ring-shaped zones have at least two types of length along the optical axis out of d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm),
and d3 (Pm) satisfying the expressions (7’), (8’), and (9’) respectively. 

[0037] Aspect 28 describes the objective optical element wherein, the invention described in any one of aspects 18
to 27, an optical surface on which the ring-shaped zones are formed faces a light-source side.
[0038] Aspect 29 describes the objective optical element, in the invention described in any one of aspects 18 to 28,
further comprising a most peripheral area surrounding the peripheral area, wherein the most peripheral area is used for
forming a converged spot only on the information recording surface of the second optical information recording medium.
[0039] Aspect 30 describes the objective optical element, in the invention described in any one of aspects 18 to 28,
further comprising a most peripheral area surrounding the peripheral area, wherein the most peripheral area is used for
forming a converged spot only on the information recording surface of the first optical information recording medium.
[0040] Aspect 31 describes the objective optical element, wherein, in the invention described in any one of aspects
18 to 30, each of the first central basic structure, the second central basic structure, the first peripheral basic structure,
and the second peripheral basic structure is a diffractive structure in a serrated shape.
[0041] Aspect 32 describes the objective optical element wherein, in the invention described in any one of aspects
18 to 31, the thickness t1 of the protective layer of the first optical information recording medium satisfies 0.5 mm ≤ t1
≤ 0.7 mm, the thickness t2 of the protective layer of the second optical information recording medium satisfies 0.5 mm
≤ t2 ≤ 0.7 mm, and the thickness t3 of the protective layer of the third optical information recording medium satisfies 1.1
mm ≤ t3 ≤ 1.3 mm.
[0042] Aspect 33 describes the objective optical element wherein, in the invention described in any one of aspects
18 to 31, the thickness t1 of the protective layer of the first optical information recording medium satisfies 0.0750 mm ≤
t1 ≤ 0.1125 mm, the thickness t2 of the protective layer of the second optical information recording medium satisfies 0.5
mm ≤ t2 ≤ 0.7 mm, and the thickness t3 of the protective layer of the third optical information recording medium satisfies
1.1 mm ≤ t3 ≤ 1.3 mm.
[0043] Aspect 34 describes the objective optical element wherein, the invention described in any one of aspects 18
to 33, the objective optical element comprises a glass material.
[0044] Aspect 35 describes the objective optical element wherein, in the invention described in any one of aspects
18 to 33, the objective optical element comprises a plastic material.
[0045] The optical pickup device of the present invention includes the first light source, the second light source and
the third light source. Further, the optical pickup device of the present invention includes a light-converging optical system
including an objective optical element that converges the first light flux emitted from the first light source on an information
recording surface of the first optical disc (that is called also an optical information recording medium, the same follows),
converges the second light flux emitted from the second light source on an information recording surface of the second
optical disc, and converges the third light flux emitted from the third light source on an information recording surface of
the third optical disc.
[0046] The first optical disc includes a protective layer with a thickness of t1 and an information recording surface.
The second optical disc includes a protective layer with a thickness t2 (t1 ≤ t2) and an information recording surface.
The third optical disc includes a protective layer with a thickness of t3 (t2 < t3) and an information recording surface. It
is preferable that the first optical disc is a high density optical disc and the second optical disc is DVD, and it is preferable
that the third optical disc is CD, which, however, does not always need to be followed. In particular, it is preferable that
the first optical disc is BD or HD. Further, the first optical disc, the second optical disc or the third optical disc may also
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be a multilayer optical disc including plural information recording surfaces.
[0047] In the present specification, there is given, as an example of a high density optical disc, an optical disc under
the standard that information is recorded and/or reproduced thereon by an objective optical element with NA 0.85, and
a thickness of a protective layer is about 0.1 mm (for example, BD: Blu-ray disc). Further, as an example of another high
density optical disc, there is given an optical disc under the standard that information is recorded and/or reproduced by
an objective optical element with NA 0.65 to 0.67, and a thickness of a protective layer is about 0.6 mm (for example,
HD DVD which is simply called also HD). Further, the high density optical disc includes an optical disc having a protective
layer with a thickness of about several nm - several tens nm on an information recording surface (a protective substrate
includes a protective film, in the present specification) and an optical disc wherein a thickness of a protective substrate
is 0. Further, the high density optical disc is defined to include a photo-magnetic disc for which a violet semiconductor
laser or a violet SGH laser is used. In addition, in the present specification, DVD means a general term for optical discs
in DVD group wherein information is recorded and/or reproduced by an objective optical element with NA of about 0.60
to 0.67, and a thickness of a protective substrate is about 0.6 mm, and it includes DVD-ROM, DVD-Video, DVD-Audio,
DVD-RAM, DVD-R, DVD-RW, DVD+R and DVD+RW. Further, in the present specification, CD means a general term
for optical discs in CD group wherein information is recorded and/or reproduced by an objective optical element with NA
of about 0.45 to 0.51, and a thickness of a protective substrate is about 1.2 mm, and it includes CD-ROM, CD-Audio,
CD-Video, CD-R and CD-RW. In the meantime, with respect to recording density, recording density of the high density
optical disc is highest, and it goes down in the order of DVD and CD.
[0048] Meanwhile, with respect to thicknesses t1, t2 and t3 of protective substrates, it is preferable they satisfy re-
spectively the following conditional expressions (10), (11) and (12), to which, however, the invention is not limited. 

[0049] It is defined that NA1 represents a numerical aperture on the image side of an objective optical element
necessary for reproducing and/or recording information for the first optical disc, NA2 (NA1 ≥ NA2) represents a numerical
aperture on the image side of the objective optical element necessary for reproducing and/or recording information for
the second optical disc and NA3 (NA2 > NA3) represents a numerical aperture on the image side of the objective optical
element necessary for reproducing and/or recording information for the third optical disc. It is preferable that NA1 is 0.8
or more and is 0.9 or less, or it is 0.55 or more and is 0.7 or less. It is preferable that NA2 is 0.55 or more and is 0.7 or
less. Further, it is preferable that NA3 is 0.4 or more and is 0.55 or less.
[0050] The first light source emits a first light flux with wavelength λ1. The second light source emits a second light
flux with wavelength λ2 (λ1 < λ2). When the third light source is employed, the third light source emits a third light flux
with wavelength λ3 (λ2 < λ3). In the present specification, each of the first and second light sources is preferably a laser
light source. When the third light source is employed, the light source may also be a laser light source. As a laser light
source, a semiconductor laser, a silicon laser and an SHG laser can be used preferably. Meanwhile, it is preferable that
λ1 and λ2 satisfy the following conditional expression (13). Further, when the third light source is employed, it is preferable
that λ3 satisfies the following conditional expression (14).
[0051]
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When BD or HD, DVD and CD are used as the first optical disc, the second optical disc and the third optical disc,
respectively, the first wavelength λ1 of the first light source is preferably 350 nm or more and is 440 nm or less, and is
more preferably 380 nm or more and is 415 nm or less, and the second wavelength λ2 of the second light source is
preferably 570 nm or more and is 680 nm or less, and is more preferably 630 nm or more and is 670 nm or less. Further,
when CD is employed as the third optical disc, the third wavelength λ3 of the third light source is preferably 750 nm or
more and is 880 nm or less, and is more preferably 760 nm or more and is 820 nm or less.
[0052] Further, the first light source and the second light source may be unitized. When the third light source is
employed, it is possible to add the third light source to the first and second light sources to be unitized. Unitization means
that the first light source and the second light source, for example, are fixed and housed in one package, and it also
widely includes, without being limited to the foregoing, the state wherein two light sources are fixed such that aberrations
is unable to be corrected. It is further possible to add a light-receiving element which will be explained later to the light
sources to be one package.
[0053] As the light-receiving element, a photodetector such as a photodiode is used preferably. A light flux reflected
on an information recording surface of an optical disc enters the light-receiving element, and output signal generated
by the light flux thus entered are used to obtain reading signal of information recorded on the optical disc. Furthermore,
changes in an amount of the light flux caused by form changes and position changes of a spot on the light-receiving
element are detected to conduct focusing detection and track detection. Thereby, it is possible to move an objective
optical element for the purpose of focusing and tracking, based on the aforesaid detections. The light-receiving element
may also be composed of a plurality of photodetectors. The light-receiving element may also include a main photodetector
and a substitute photodetector. For example, it is possible to provide a light-receiving element wherein two substitute
photodetectors are arranged on both sides of a photodetector that receives main rays used for information recording
and reproducing, and the aforesaid two substitute photodetectors receive substitute rays for tracking adjustment. Further,
the light-receiving element may have plural light-receiving sections which correspond respectively to light sources.
[0054] A light-converging optical system (or an objective optical system which will be explained later) enables to
conduct information recording and/or information reproducing by converging the first light flux on an information recording
surface of the first optical disc through a protective substrate having a thickness of t1, then, it enables to conduct
information recording and/or information reproducing by converging the second light flux on an information recording
surface of the second optical disc through a protective substrate having a thickness of t2, and it enables to conduct
information recording and/or information reproducing by converging the third light flux on an information recording surface
of the third optical disc through a protective substrate having a thickness of t3.
[0055] The light-converging optical system of the optical pickup device may include only an objective optical element.
Alternatively, it may further include a coupling lens such as a collimating lens, in addition to the objective optical element.
The coupling lens means a single lens or a lens group that is arranged between the objective optical element and a light
source, and changes a divergent angle of a light flux. Further, the light-converging optical system may also include an
optical element such as a diffractive optical element that divides a light flux emitted from a light source into a main light
flux used for information recording and reproducing and two substitute light fluxes used for a tracking operation. In the
present specification, the objective optical element means an optical element that is arranged at the position to face an
optical disc under the condition that an optical disc is loaded on the optical pickup device, and that has a function to
converge a light flux emitted from a light source on an information recording surface of an optical disc.
[0056] When the objective optical element is made of plastics, any kind of plastic that is generally used as an optical
material can be used, and preferable one is a cyclic olefin-based resin material. Further, it is more preferable to use
resin materials wherein a refractive index at 25°C for wavelength 405 nm is within a range from 1.54 to 1.60, and rate
of change dN/dT (°C-1) in refractive index for wavelength 405 nm caused by a temperature change within a range of
temperature from -5°C to 70°C is within a range from -20 x 10-5 to -5 x 10-5 (a range from -10 x 10-5 to -8 x 10-5 is more
preferable). When an objective optical element is made of plastic, it is preferable that a coupling lens is also made of
plastic. Alternatively, the objective optical element may be made of glass.
[0057] The objective optical element is a single lens, and an optical functional surface of the objective optical element
includes at least two areas of a central area including an optical axis and a peripheral area surrounding the central area.
The optical functional surface may further include an most peripheral area surrounding the peripheral area. It is preferable
that the central area, the peripheral area and the most peripheral area are provided on the same optical functional surface
in a form of concentric circles whose centers are on the same optical axis.
[0058] The central area is used for forming a converged spot for all information recording surfaces of the first, second
and third optical discs. Namely, the first light flux having passed through the central area forms an excellent converged
spot on an information recording surface of the first optical disc, the second light flux having passed through the central
area forms an excellent converged spot on an information recording surface of the second optical disc, and the third
light flux having passed through the central area forms an excellent converged spot on an information recording surface
of the third optical disc.
[0059] The peripheral area is used for forming a converged spot only for information recording surfaces of the first
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and second optical discs. Namely, the first light flux having passed through the peripheral area forms an excellent
converged spot on an information recording surface of the first optical disc and the second light flux having passed
through the peripheral area forms an excellent converged spot on an information recording surface of the second optical
disc. While, the third light flux having passed through the peripheral area becomes a flare on an information recording
surface of the third optical disc, and is not used for recording and reproducing information.
[0060] When the first optical disc is HD, it is preferable that the most peripheral area is used for forming a converged
spot only on an image forming surface of the second optical disc. Namely, it is preferable that the first light flux having
passed through the most peripheral area becomes a flare on an image recording surface of the first optical disc and is
not used for information recording and reproducing, the second light flux having passed through the most peripheral
area forms an excellent converged spot on an information recording surface of the second optical disc, and the third
light flux having passed through the most peripheral area becomes a flare on an information recording surface of the
third optical disc and is not used for recording and reproducing information.
[0061] On the other hand, when the first optical disc is BD, it is preferable that the most peripheral area is used for
forming a converged spot only on an information recording surface of the first optical disc. Namely, it is preferable that
the first light flux having passed through the most peripheral area forms an excellent converged spot on an information
recording surface of the first optical disc, the second light flux having passed through the most peripheral area becomes
a flare on an image recording surface of the second optical disc and is not used for information recording and reproducing,
and the third light flux having passed through the most peripheral area becomes a flare on an image recording surface
of the third optical disc and is not used for information recording and reproducing.
[0062] Each of the central area and the peripheral area includes an optical path difference providing structure having
a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step differences. The optical path difference providing structure
mentioned in the present specification is a generic term for the structures that add an optical path difference to an incident
light flux. In general, the optical path difference providing structure includes also a phase difference providing structure
that adds a phase difference. Further, the phase difference providing structure includes a diffractive structure. It is
preferable that the optical path difference providing structure is a diffractive structure. The optical path difference providing
structure has a step difference and it preferably has a plurality of step differences. The step difference or step differences,
adds an optical path difference and/or a phase difference to an incident light flux.
[0063] The present invention is provided to record and/or reproduce information properly, by new combinations of the
optical path difference providing structures, even when magnifications are made to be almost the same for three different
optical information recording media. Namely, for improving a defective optical path difference providing structure such
as a diffractive structure which has been used, the present invention uses other optical path difference providing structures
to conduct further corrections for solving the problems in the past.
[0064] First, an aberration is corrected by a combination of two optical path difference providing structures, because
only a basic aspheric surface in the optical functional surface of the objective optical element hardly forms an aberration-
free converged spot for any of optical information recording media.
[0065] The optical path difference providing structure in the central area is a structure in which the first central basic
structure and the second central basic structure are overlapped with each other. The first central basic structure is a
structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step differences. In the structure, light intensity of an a-th order
diffracted light flux is higher than those of other order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux has passed through
the structure. Further, light intensity of a b-th order diffracted light flux is higher than those of other order diffracted light
fluxes when the second light flux has passed through the structure, and light intensity of a c-th order diffracted light flux
is higher than those of other order diffracted light fluxes when the third light flux has passed through the structure.
Incidentally, the value of "a" is an odd number. Preferably, "a" represents any one of 1, 3 and 5. Next, the second central
basic structure is a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step differences. In the structure, light intensity
of a x-th order diffracted light flux is higher than those of other order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux has
passed through the structure. Further, light intensity of a y-th order diffracted light flux is higher than those of other order
diffracted light fluxes when the second light flux has passed through the structure, and light intensity of a z-th order
diffracted light flux is higher than those of other order diffracted light fluxes when the third light flux has passed through
the structure. Incidentally, the value of "x" is an even number. Preferably, "x" represents any one of 2, 4 and 6.
[0066] The first central basic structure is designed to correct aberrations properly for the first and third light fluxes
which are refracted by the base aspheric surface. Further, when the third wavelength is close to a multiple of an even
number of the first wavelength, the first central basic structure is designed to provide an optical path difference equivalent
to a multiple of an odd number of wavelength λ1 to the first light flux that has passed through adjoining ring-shaped
zones, for the purpose of making an action for the first light flux to be different from an action for the third light flux. In
that case, the third light flux is given an optical path difference shifted by half-wavelength based on a wavelength
difference, which makes an optical action for the first light flux to be different from that for the third light flux. Thus, it is
possible to properly correct each aberration caused by different thicknesses of protective layers.
[0067] However, when the first central basic structure is designed as stated above, there is a fear that excellent
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converged spot formation is impossible for the second light flux in a combination of refractive power owned by an objective
optical element itself and the first central basic structure. Therefore, it is necessary to distribute a function to cancel such
excess or shortage to the second central basic structure so that information recording and/or information reproducing
can be conducted properly for any optical information recording media.
[0068] As for the second central basic structure, it is possible to give an optical path difference equivalent to a multiple
of an even number of wavelength λ1 to the first light flux that has passed through adjoining ring-shaped zones, and
thereby to avoid that a phase of a wavefront is changed in the first light flux. Further, when the wavelength of the third
light flux is about a multiple of an even number of the wavelength of the first light flux, the third light flux is given an
optical path difference of a multiple of an integer, and a phase of a wavefront is not changed similarly. By doing this,
each of the first, second and third light fluxes can form an excellent converged spot on each optical information recording
medium, by a combination of three effects including a refractive effect of the objective optical element, an effect of the
first central basic structure and an effect of the second central basic structure. Incidentally, "equivalent to a multiple of
an even number" means a range which is (2n - 0.1) x λ1 or more and is (2n + 0.1) x λ1 or less, where n represents a
natural number. Further, "equivalent to a multiple of an odd number" means a range which is {(2n - 1) - 0.1} x λ1 or more
and is {(2n - 1) + 0.1} x λ1 or less, where n represents a natural number.
[0069] Next, the optical path difference providing structure of the peripheral area is a structure in which the first
peripheral basic structure and the second peripheral basic structure are overlapped with each other. The first peripheral
basic structure is a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step differences. In the structure, light intensity
of an a-th order diffracted light flux is higher than those of other order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux has
passed through the structure. Further, light intensity of a b-th order diffracted light flux is higher than those of other order
diffracted light fluxes when the second light flux has passed through the structure. Incidentally, "a" and "b" in the first
central basic structure are the same as "a" and "b" in the first peripheral basic structure in terms of a value. Further, the
second peripheral basic structure is a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by step differences. In the
structure, light intensity of a x-th order diffracted light flux is higher than those of other order diffracted light fluxes when
the first light flux has passed through the structure. Further, light intensity of a y-th order diffracted light flux is higher
than those of other order diffracted light fluxes when the second light flux has passed through the structure. Incidentally,
"x" and "y" in the second central basic structure are the same as "x" and "y" in the second peripheral basic structure in
terms of a value.
[0070] By making "a" and "b" in the central area to be the same as "a" and "b" in the peripheral area in terms of a
value and by making "x" and "y" in the central area to be the same as "x" and "y" in the peripheral area in terms of a
value, it is possible to prevent a phase shift caused on the boundary between the central area and the peripheral area
in the case of recording and reproducing information for the first optical disc and the second optical disc. Thereby it
prevents the higher order aberration from being caused. If this higher order aberration is caused inconveniently, it is
hardly corrected only by changing a magnification. Therefore it is hardly corrected only by moving the objective lens and
a collimator in the optical axis direction. Therefore, an apparatus such as a liquid crystal is needed for correcting the
higher order aberration, which results in complicated structure for pickup and in cost increase. By preventing occurrence
of the higher order aberration, the structure of the optical pickup device can be simplified, and the cost can be reduced.
[0071] The first peripheral basic structure provides an optical path difference equivalent to a multiple of an odd number
of wavelength λ1 to the first light flux that has passed through adjoining ring-shaped zones. Further, the second peripheral
basic structure provides an optical path difference equivalent to a multiple of an even number of wavelength λ1 to the
first light flux that has passed through adjoining ring-shaped zones.
[0072] A preferable example for values of a, b, c, x, y and z includes a = 3, b = 2, c = 2 or 1, x = 2, y = 1 and z = 1.
[0073] When the aforesaid values are satisfied, it is preferable that step differences between adjoining ring-shaped
zones in the central area and the peripheral area have at least two types of length in the optical axis direction among
d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm) and d3 (Pm) which respectively satisfy expressions (4), (5) and (6). 



EP 2 346 042 A1

15

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

In these expressions, n represents a refractive index of the objective lens for the light flux with wavelength λ1 (Pm), and
θ represents a surface angle of the basic aspheric surface at a step difference on the optical surface of the objective lens.
The surface angle of the basic aspheric surface means, as shown in Fig. 4, an angle (illustrated as θ) formed by a normal
on a tangent of the basic aspheric surface (enveloping surface shown with a solid line, connecting vertexes of step
differences) at the position where a step difference shown with broken lines exists and by the optical axis.
[0074] It is more preferable that they have at least two types of a length in the optical axis direction among d1 (Pm),
d2 (Pm) and d3 (Pm) which respectively satisfy the following expressions (4’), (5’) and (6’). 

[0075] A preferable another example of values a, b, c, x, y and z includes a = 1, b = 1, c = 1, x = 2, y = 1 and z = 1.
[0076] When the aforesaid values are satisfied, it is preferable that step differences between adjoining ring-shaped
zones in the central area and the peripheral area have at least two types of length in the optical axis direction among
d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm) and d3 (Pm) which respectively satisfy expressions (7), (8) and (9). 

[0077] It is more preferable to have at least two types of a length in the optical axis direction among d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm)
and d3 (Pm) which respectively satisfy the following expressions (7’), (8’) and (9’). 
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[0078] Further, "a" and "b" in the central area are the same as "a" and "b" in the peripheral area in terms of a value,
and "x" and "y" in the central area are the same as "x" and "y" in the peripheral area in terms of a value. The total power
that is the sum of refraction power in the central area and diffracting power in the first and second central areas and the
total power that is the sum of refraction power in the peripheral area and diffracting power in the first and second peripheral
areas are the same for the first light flux and the second light flux. However, a balance of respective diffracting powers
is changed between the first and second central basic structures, and between the first and second peripheral basic
structures. Thereby, it enables to make the third light flux having passed through the peripheral area to be a flare on an
information recording surface of the third optical disc. The power mentioned in this case means a force to deflect a light
flux and a wavefront. It is preferable that a power of the central area is smaller than that of the peripheral area. It is
therefore preferable that an average pitch of the structure where the first central basic structure and the second central
basic structure are overlapped with each other in the central area is greater than that of the structure where the first
peripheral basic structure and the second peripheral basic structure are overlapped with each other. Meanwhile, with
respect to the average pitch, an average pitch in the central area is indicated by h1/M1, and an average pitch in the
peripheral area is indicated by h2/M2. M1 is the total number of ring-shaped zones of the structure where the first central
basic structure and the second central basic structure are overlapped with each other in the central area, and M2 is the
total number of the ring-shaped zones of the structure where the first peripheral basic structure and the second peripheral
basic structure are overlapped with each other in the peripheral area. The symbol h1 represents a height of the outermost
circumference of the central area from the optical axis in the direction perpendicular to the optical axis, and h2 represents
a distance in the direction perpendicular to the optical axis between the innermost circumference and the outermost
circumference of the peripheral area.
[0079] It is preferable that a size of a pitch of the ring-shaped zone on the outermost side in the central area is smaller
than that of a pitch of the ring-shaped zone on the innermost side in the peripheral area. Owing to the structure of this
kind, it is possible to form a flare at a farther position, and to surely prevent recording and reproducing operation from
being affected by unwanted light. Meanwhile, the pitch mentioned here means a length (width) of a ring-shaped zone
in the direction perpendicular to the optical axis.
[0080] It is preferable that values of "a" and "b" in the first central basic structure are the same as those in the first
peripheral basic structure, and the order of the diffracted light flux generated in the first light flux is the same as that of
the diffracted light flux generated in the second light flux, nevertheless, a role of the first central basic structure is different
from that of the first peripheral basic structure. Specifically, it is preferable that the first central basic structure achieves
compatibility for the third optical information recording medium by using the c-th order diffracted light of the third light
flux. In contrast to this, it is preferable that the first peripheral basic structure prevents a phase shift in wavelength
characteristics, in particular, a phase shift caused when the second optical information recording medium is used.
[0081] It is further preferable that the most peripheral area also includes the optical path difference providing structure.
It is preferable that the optical path difference providing structure of the most peripheral area is composed only of a first
most peripheral basic structure. The first most peripheral basic structure is a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones
divided by step differences. In the structure, a light intensity of a d-th order diffracted light flux is higher than those of
other order diffracted light fluxes when the second light flux passes through the first most peripheral basic structure. An
arbitral integer can be selected for "d". Alternatively, the most peripheral area may be a refractive surface.
[0082] Each of the first central basic structure, the second central basic structure, the first peripheral basic structure
and the second peripheral basic structure is a serrated diffractive structure, and it is preferable, as a result, that each of
the optical path difference providing structure of a central area and the optical path difference providing structure of a
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peripheral area is a serrated diffractive structure. The serrated diffractive structure is a structure wherein all the step
difference surfaces in the structure in the shape of ring-shaped zones are oriented in the same direction (the direction
toward the optical axis in Fig. 2C) as shown in Figs. 2A, 2B and 2C. Incidentally, A in Fig. 2C represents a length of the
step difference in the optical axis direction.
[0083] It is preferable that each of the optical path difference providing structure in the central area and the optical
path difference providing structure in the peripheral area is not a turning structure. The burning structure is a structure
shown in Figs. 3A and 3B, and in this example, a direction of step differences differ between an area on the optical axis
side and the other area on the effective aperture side, where these areas are positioned at the both side of a boundary
of ring-shaped zone STO. In another expression, it can also be said that the step differences are provided so that their
depth increases up to a certain height in the direction perpendicular to the optical axis, and are provided so that their
depth decreases at a position that is away from the prescribed height.
[0084] It is preferable that each of the optical path difference providing structure on the central area and the optical
path difference providing structure on the peripheral area is provided on an optical functional surface of the objective
optical element on the light source side (generally, an optical functional surface with a greater curvature).
[0085] Magnifications m1, m2 and m3 respectively for the first fight flux, the second light flux, and the third light flux
entering the objective optical element are almost the same each other. The situation that m1, m2 and m3 are mostly the
same means that an absolute value of a difference between two values is 0.01 or less.
[0086] Further, if magnifications m1, m2 and m3 respectively for the first fight flux, the second light flux, and the third
light flux entering the objective optical element, satisfy the following relational expressions (1), (2) and (3) respectively,
infinite parallel light or nearly infinite parallel light can enter the objective optical element, and occurrence of coma can
be controlled during tracking operations of the objective optical element. Thus, handling of the optical pickup device is
easy and an information recording and reproducing device as a writing system and as a high speed type can use it
favorably. 

[0087] An optical information recording and reproducing apparatus relating to the present invention includes an optical
disc drive device including the aforesaid optical pickup device. Now, an optical disc drive device to be mounted on the
optical information recording and reproducing apparatus will be explained. An optical disc drive device is classified in
systems to eject only a tray that can support an optical disc under the condition that the optical disc is loaded thereon
from an optical information recording and reproducing apparatus main body that houses an optical pickup device, and
systems to eject a main body of an optical disc drive device that houses an optical pickup device.
[0088] An optical information recording and reproducing apparatus employing each system stated above is usually
equipped with the following constituent members, to which, however, the invention is not limited. The constituent members
include an optical pickup device housed in a housing, a drive source for an optical pickup device such as a seek motor
that moves an optical pickup device toward an internal circumference or an outer circumference of an optical disc together
with the housing, a device of transportation for an optical pickup device having a guide rail that guides the housing of
the optical pickup device toward an internal circumference or an outer circumference of an optical disc, and a spindle
motor that drives an optical disc to rotate.
[0089] In the former system, there are provided a tray that can support an optical disc under the condition that the
optical disc is loaded thereon and a loading mechanism that slidably move the tray, in addition to the aforesaid constituent
members. In the latter system, it is preferable that neither tray nor loading mechanism is provided, and each constituent
member is provided on a drawer corresponding to a chassis that makes it possible to draw respective constituent
members outside.

ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECTS OF INVENTION

[0090] The present invention provides an optical pickup device that can conduct information recording and/or infor-
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mation reproducing properly despite its compactness, for high density optical discs each being different in terms of a type.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0091] Fig. 1 is a diagram schematically showing a structure of an optical pickup device in the present embodiment.
Each of Figs. 2A. 2B, and 2C is a schematic diagram showing an objective lens having a structure in a shape of serrated
ring-shaped zones.
Each of Figs. 3A and 3B is a schematic diagram showing objective optical element 4 in the present embodiment.
Fig. 4 is an illustrating diagram for illustrating a surface angle of a basic aspheric surface.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

[0092]

AC: Biaxial actuator
PPS: Dichroic prism
CL: Collimating lens
LD1: Violet semiconductor laser
LM: Laser module
OBJ: Objective optical element
PL1: Protective layer
PL2: Protective layer
PL3: Protective layer
PU1: Optical pickup device
RL1: Information recording surface
RL2: Information recording surface
RL3: Information recording surface
ST: Diaphragm

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0093] An embodiment of the present invention will be explained as follows, referring to the drawings. Fig. 1 is a
diagram schematically showing the structure of optical pickup device PU1 in the present embodiment capable of recording
and reproducing information properly for HD DVD (or BD), DVD and CD which are optical information recording media
(which are called also optical discs) each being different from others. The optical pickup device PU1 of this kind can be
housed in an optical information recording and reproducing apparatus. In this case, HD represents the first optical
information recording medium, DVD represents the second optical information recording medium and CD represents
the third optical information recording medium. The embodiment is provided with laser module LM which is composed
of second semiconductor laser EP1 (second light source) that emits a laser light flux (second light flux) with wavelength
680 nm when recording and reproducing information for DVD, third semiconductor laser EP2 (third light source) that
emits a laser light flux (third light flux) with wavelength 750 nm when recording and reproducing information for CD, first
light-receiving section DS1 that receives a light flux reflected on information recording surface RL2 of DVD, second light-
receiving section DS2 that receives a light flux reflected on information recording surface RL3 of CD, and prism PS.
[0094] In objective optical element OBJ of the present embodiment, there are formed a central area including the
optical axis, a peripheral area arranged on the circumference of the central area, and a most peripheral area arranged
on the circumference of the peripheral area, on an aspheric optical surface on the light source side. The first central
basic structure and the second central basic structure are formed on the central area to be overlapped with each other,
and the first peripheral basic structure and the second peripheral basic structure are formed on the peripheral area to
be overlapped with each other. In the first central basic structure whose section shows a structure in a shape of serrated
ring-shaped zones, an optical path difference equivalent to a multiple of an odd number of wavelength λ1 is given to a
light flux that has passed through adjoining ring-shaped zones. At the same time, light intensity of the third (or first) order
diffracted light flux becomes higher than those of other order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux has passed
though the first central basic structure, then, light intensity of the second (or first) order diffracted light flux becomes
higher than those of other order diffracted light fluxes when the second light flux has passed though the first central
basic structure, and light intensity of the second or first (or first) order diffracted light flux becomes higher than those of
other order diffracted light fluxes when the third light flux has passed though the first central basic structure. Further, in
the second central basic structure, light intensity of the second order diffracted light flux becomes higher than those of
other order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux has passed through the second central basic structure, then,
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light intensity of the first order diffracted light flux becomes higher than those of other orders diffracted light fluxes when
the second light flux has passed through the second central basic structure, and light intensity of the first order diffracted
light flux becomes higher than those of other order diffracted light fluxes when the third light flux has passed through
the second central basic structure.
[0095] In the first peripheral basic structure, light intensity of third (or first) order diffracted light flux becomes higher
than those of other order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux has passed through the first peripheral basic
structure, and light intensity of second (or first) order diffracted light flux becomes higher than those of other order
diffracted light fluxes when the second light flux has passed through the first peripheral basic structure. Further, in the
second peripheral basic structure, light intensity of second order diffracted light flux becomes higher than those of other
order diffracted light fluxes when the first light flux has passed through the second peripheral basic structure, and light
intensity of first order diffracted light flux becomes higher than those of other orders diffracted light fluxes when the
second light flux has passed through the second peripheral basic structure.
[0096] Further, an average pitch of the optical path difference providing structure that is formed by overlapping the
first central basic structure and second central basic structure in the central area with each other, is greater than that of
an optical path difference providing structure that is formed by overlapping the first peripheral basic structure and second
peripheral basic structure in the peripheral area with each other.
[0097] In the most peripheral area, there is formed a structure in a shape of serrated ring-shaped zones. In the structure
in a shape of ring-shaped zones, intensity of the third order diffracted light flux becomes higher than those of other order
diffracted light fluxes when the second light flux has passed through the structure.
[0098] When a light flux with wavelength λ1 emitted from violet semiconductor laser LD1 enters objective optical
element OBJ in the form of a parallel light flux, it is possible to record and/or reproduce information properly for HD
including a protective layer with a thickness of t1. Further, when a light flux with wavelength λ2 emitted from red semi-
conductor laser EP1 enters objective optical element OBJ in the form of a parallel light flux, it is possible to record and/or
reproduce information properly for DVD including a protective layer with a thickness of t2. In addition, when a light flux
with wavelength λ3 emitted from infrared semiconductor laser EP2 enters objective optical element OBJ in the form of
a parallel light flux, it is possible to record and/or reproduce information properly for CD including a protective layer with
a thickness of t3.
[0099] A divergent light flux having the first wavelength 408 nm emitted from violet semiconductor laser LD1 passes
through dichroic prism PPS, and is formed into a parallel light flux by collimating lens CL. Then, it is converted into a
circularly polarized light from a linearly polarized light by an unillustrated λ/4 wavelength plate, and enters objective
optical element OBJ. A light flux converged by the central area and the peripheral area of objective optical element OBJ
becomes a spot formed on information recording surface RL1 through protective layer PL1 having a thickness of 0.6
mm (where a light flux having passed through the area other than the central area and the peripheral area is flared).
[0100] A reflected light flux modulated by information pits on information recording surface RL1 passes again through
objective optical element OBJ, is converted into a linearly polarized light from a circularly polarized light by an unillustrated
λ/4 wavelength plate, and is changed to a converged light flux by collimating lens CL. Then, after passing through dichroic
prism PPS, it is converged on a light-receiving surface of first photodetector PD1. Then, output signal of first photodetector
PD1 are used to conduct focusing and tracking operations for objective optical element OBJ by biaxial actuator AC,
thus, information recorded on HD can be read.
[0101] A divergent light flux with wavelength 660 nm emitted from red semiconductor laser EP1 is reflected on prism
PS, and further reflected by dichroic prism PPS. Then, it is converted into a parallel light flux by collimating lens CL and
is converted into a circularly polarized light from a linearly polarized light by an unillustrated λ/4 wavelength plate. It is
further regulated in terms of a diameter of the light flux by diaphragm ST and enters objective optical element OBJ. In
the objective optical element OBJ, a light flux converged by the central area, the peripheral area and the most peripheral
area of the objective optical element OBJ becomes a spot formed on information recording surface RL2 of DVD having
protective layer PL2 with a thickness of 0.6 mm.
[0102] A reflected light flux modulated by information pits on information recording surface RL2 passes again through
objective optical element OBJ and diaphragm ST, and then, is converted into a linearly polarized light from a circularly
polarized light by an unillustrated λ/4 wavelength plate. Then, it is changed to a converged light flux by collimating lens
CL and is reflected by dichroic prism PPS. After that, it is reflected twice in the prism and is converged on first light-
receiving section DS1. Thus, information recorded on DVD can be read by using output signal of first light-receiving
section DS1.
[0103] A divergent light flux with wavelength 785 nm emitted from infrared semiconductor laser EP2 is reflected on
prism PS and is further reflected by dichroic prism PPS. Then, after being converted into a parallel light flux by collimating
lens CL, it is converted into a circularly polarized light from a linearly polarized light by an unillustrated λ/4 wavelength
plate, and enters objective optical element OBJ. A light flux that is converged by only the central area of objective optical
element OBJ (where a light flux having passed through the area other than the central area is flared) becomes a spot
formed on information recording surface RL3 of CD through a protective layer PL3 with a thickness of 1.2 mm.
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[0104] A reflected light flux modulated by information pits on information recording surface RL3 passes again through
objective optical element OBJ and diaphragm ST, and then, is converted into a linearly polarized light from a circularly
polarized light by an unillustrated λ/4 wavelength plate. Then, it is changed to a converge light flux by collimating lens
CL and is reflected by dichroic prism PPS. After that, it is reflected twice in the prism and is converged on second light-
receiving section DS2. Thus, information recorded on CD can be read by using output signal of second light-receiving
section DS2.

(Example 1)

[0105] Next, an example that can be used for the aforesaid embodiment will be explained. In Example 1, an objective
optical element is provided as a single lens. On the central area of an optical surface of the objective optical element,
there is formed the first optical path difference providing structure in which the first central basic structure and the second
central basic structure are overlapped each other, and on the peripheral area, there is formed the second optical path
difference providing structure in which the first peripheral basic structure and the second peripheral basic structure are
overlapped with each other. On the most peripheral area, there is formed the first most peripheral basic structure. Lens
data of the Example 1 are shown on Table 1. In Table 1, ri represents a curvature radius, di represents a displacement
in the optical axial direction from i-th surface to (i + 1) -th surface, and ni represents a refractive index of each surface.
Meanwhile, hereinafter (including lens data in Tables), a number expressed by power of ten (for example, 2.5 x 10-3) is
indicated by using E (for example, 2.5 x E- 3). Further, the 2-1th surface is the central area, the 2-2th surface is the
peripheral area and the 2-3th surface is the most peripheral area.
[0106]
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[0107] Meanwhile, an optical surface of the objective optical element is formed in an aspheric shape that is axially
symmetric around the optical axis and is defined by the numerical expression obtained by substituting the coefficients
shown in Table 1 for the following expression of Numeral 1. An optical path length to be given to a light flux having each
wavelength by the first and second optical path difference providing structures is defined by a numerical expression
obtained by substituting coefficients shown in Table 1 for the optical path difference function represented by the following
Numeral 2.
[0108]

In the expression above, z represents an aspheric shape (a distance in the direction parallel with the optical axis from
a plane that is tangent to an aspheric surface at its vertex), y represents a distance from the optical axis, y represents
a curvature radius, κ represents a conic constant and each of A4, A6, A8, A12, A14, A16, A18, and A20 is an aspheric
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surface coefficient. 

In the expression above, φ represents an optical path difference function, λ represents a wavelength of a light flux
entering a diffractive structure, λB represents a blaze wavelength, dor represents a diffraction order of a diffracted light
flux used for recording and reproducing information for an optical disc, y represents a distance from the optical axis and
each of C2, C4, C6, C8, C10 and C12 is a coefficient of optical path difference function. Incidentally, the expressions of
Numeral 1 and Numeral 2 are similarly applied to the following Example 2.

(Example 2)

[0109] In Example 2, an objective optical element as a single lens is provided. On the central area of an optical surface
of the objective optical element, there is formed the first optical path difference providing structure in which the first
central basic structure and the second central basic structure are overlapped with each other. On the peripheral area,
there is formed the second optical path difference providing structure in which the first peripheral basic structure and
the second peripheral basic structure are overlapped with each other. On the most peripheral area, there is formed the
first most peripheral basic structure. Lens data of the Example 2 are shown on Table 2. Further, the 2-1th surface is the
central area, the 2-2th surface is the peripheral area and the 2-3th surface is the most peripheral area.
[0110]
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[0111] Table 3 collectively indicates the values relating to the present invention, for each Example.
[0112]

Claims

1. An objective optical element for use in an optical pickup apparatus which
forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of a first optical information recording medium including
a protective layer with a thickness of t1, by using a first light flux with a wavelength of λ1 emitted from a first light source,
forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of a second optical information recording medium

Table 3

Example a,b,c X,Y,Z m1,m2,m3
Existence of step differences satisfying any of expressions (4), (5) and 

(6)

1 3 ,2, 2 2, 1, 1 0, 0, 0 (4), (5), (6)

2 3, 2, 2 2, 1, 1 0, 0, 0 (4), (5), (6)
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including a protective layer with a thickness of t2 (t1 ≤ t2), by using a second light flux with a wavelength of λ2 (λ1
< λ2) emitted from a second light source, and
forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of a third optical information recording medium including
a protective layer with a thickness of t3 (t2 < t3), by using a third light flux with a wavelength of λ3 (1.9 x λ1 < λ3 <
2.1 x λ1) emitted from a third light source,
the objective optical element being a single lens, and comprising an optical functional surface including at least two
areas of a central area including an optical axis and a peripheral area surrounding the central area,
wherein the central area is used for forming the converged spot on each of the information recording surfaces of
the first optical information recording medium, the second optical information recording medium, and the third optical
information recording medium, and the peripheral area is used for forming the converged spot on only the information
recording surfaces of the first optical information recording medium and the second optical information recording
medium out of the first optical information recording medium, the second optical information recording medium and
the third optical information recording medium,
each of the central area and the peripheral area comprises a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by
step differences, and
step differences between adjoining ring-shaped zones in the central area and/or the peripheral area have at least
two types of length along an optical axis out of d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm), and d3 (Pm) satisfying the expressions (4), (5),
and (6) respectively: 

where n is a refractive index of the objective optical element for a light flux with the wavelength λ1 (Pm), and
θ is a surface angle of a base aspheric surface of the optical functional surface of the objective optical element, at
a corresponding step difference.

2. The objective optical element of claim 1,
wherein the step differences of the ring-shaped zones have at least two types of length along the optical axis out
of d1 (Pm), d2 (Pm), and d3 (Pm) satisfying the expressions (4’), (5’), and (6’) respectively: 

3. An objective optical element for use in an optical pickup apparatus which
forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of a first optical information recording medium including
a protective layer with a thickness of t1, by using a first light flux with a wavelength of λ1 emitted from a first light source,
forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of a second optical information recording medium
including a protective layer with a thickness of t2 (t1 ≤ t2), by using a second light flux with a wavelength of λ2 (λ1
< λ2) emitted from a second light source, and
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forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of a third optical information recording medium including
a protective layer with a thickness of t3 (t2 < t3), by using a third light flux with a wavelength of λ3 (1.9 x λ1 < λ3 <
2.1 x λ1) emitted from a third light source,
the objective optical element being a single lens, and comprising an optical functional surface including at least two
areas of a central area including an optical axis and a peripheral area surrounding the central area,
wherein the central area is used for forming the converged spot on each of the information recording surfaces of
the first optical information recording medium, the second optical information recording medium, and the third optical
information recording medium, and the peripheral area is used for forming the converged spot on only the information
recording surfaces of the first optical information recording medium and the second optical information recording
medium out of the first optical information recording medium, the second optical information recording medium and
the third optical information recording medium,
each of the central area and the peripheral area comprises a structure in a shape of ring-shaped zones divided by
step differences, and
step differences between adjoining ring-shaped zones in the central area and/or the peripheral area have at least
two types of length along an optical axis out of d1 (Pm), d2(Pm), and d3(Pm) satisfying the expressions (7), (8),
and (9) respectively: 

where n is a refractive index of the objective optical element for a light flux with the wavelength λ1 (Pm), and
θ is a surface angle of a base aspheric surface of the optical functional surface of the objective optical element, at
a corresponding step difference.

4. The objective optical element of claim 3,
wherein the step differences of the ring-shaped zones have at least two types of length along the optical axis out
of d1 (Pm) , d2 (Pm), and d3 (Pm) satisfying the expressions (7’), (8’), and (9’) respectively: 

5. The objective optical element of any one of claims 1 to 4,
wherein an optical surface on which the ring-shaped zones are formed faces a light-source side.

6. The objective optical element of any one of claims 1 to 5, further comprising a most peripheral area surrounding the
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peripheral area,
wherein the most peripheral area is used for forming a converged spot only on the information recording surface of
the second optical information recording medium.

7. The objective optical element of any one of claims 1 to 6, further comprising a most peripheral area surrounding the
peripheral area,
wherein the most peripheral area is used for forming a converged spot only on the information recording surface of
the first optical information recording medium.

8. The objective optical element of any one of claims 1 to 7,
wherein each of the first central basic structure, the second central basic structure, the first peripheral basic structure,
and the second peripheral basic structure is a diffractive structure in a serrated shape.

9. The objective optical element of any one of claims 1 to 8,
wherein the thickness t1 of the protective layer of the first optical information recording medium satisfies 0.0750 mm
≤ to ≤ 0.1125 mm,
the thickness t2 of the protective layer of the second optical information recording medium satisfies 0.5 mm ≤ t2 ≤
0.7 mm, and
the thickness t3 of the protective layer of the third optical information recording medium satisfies 1.1 mm ≤ t3 ≤ 1.3 mm.

10. The objective optical element of any one of claims 1 to 9,
wherein the objective optical element comprises a glass material.

11. The objective optical element of any one of claims 1 to 9,
wherein the objective optical element comprises a plastic material.

12. An optical pickup apparatus comprising:

a first light source for emitting a first light flux with a wavelength of λ1;
a second light source for emitting a second light flux with a wavelength of λ2 (λ1 < λ2);
a third light source for emitting a third light flux with a wavelength of λ3 (1.9 x λ1 < λ3 < 2.1 x λ1); and
an objective optical element of any one of claims 1 to 11 being a single lens,
wherein the optical pickup apparatus
forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of a first optical information recording medium
including a protective layer with a thickness of t1, by using the first light flux with the wavelength of λ1 emitted
from the first light source,
forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of a second optical information recording medium
including a protective layer with a thickness of t2 (t1 = t2), by using the second light flux with the wavelength of
λ2 emitted from the second light source, and
forms a converged spot on an information recording surface of a third optical information recording medium
including a protective layer with a thickness t3 (t2 < t3), by using the third light flux with the wavelength of λ3
emitted from the third light source.

13. An optical pickup apparatus according to claim 12, wherein
where m1, m2, and m3 are magnifications for the first light flux, the second light flux, and the third light flux which
enter the objective optical element, respectively; and wherein
m1, m2, and m3 have an almost same value to each other.
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