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(54) GRACEFUL OUT-OF-BAND POWER CONTROL OF REMOTELY-MANAGED COMPUTER 
SYSTEMS

(57) A system, method, and computer program prod-
uct are provided for remote management of a computer
system using graceful power control commands. A man-
agement controller is able to receive commands from a
remote management console to perform a graceful pow-
er control command (e.g., power-down, hibernate). The
management controller stores the graceful power control

command in a shared memory and notified (e.g., via in-
terrupt) a management agent that the graceful power
control command is present. The management agent re-
trieves the graceful power control command and invokes
an appropriate operating system command. The man-
agement agent can also provide result information to the
management controller.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Pro-
visional Patent Application Serial No. 61/428,605, filed
December 30, 2010, entitled "Graceful Out-of-Band Pow-
er Control of Remotely-Managed Computer Systems,"
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention relates generally to pow-
er management and, more specifically, to remote grace-
ful power management.

DESCRIPTION OF THE BACKGROUND ART

[0003] Existing managed client computer systems and
their integrated management controllers typically adhere
to the Alert Standard Format ("ASF") specification for
platform-internal management communications. The
ASF specification defines ungraceful power control com-
mands where a management controller receives a power
control request from a remote management console.
[0004] Historically, out-of-band management control-
lers integrated into managed client computer systems
have only allowed remote management consoles to per-
form ungraceful remote power operations (e.g., power-
up, power-down, power-reset, etc.). These power control
operations occur at the hardware level, such that a func-
tioning host operating system would not be made aware
of an impending power state change. As a result, an un-
graceful power state change can cause data loss due to
possible file system corruption, as well as delays asso-
ciated with operating system integrity checks on a sub-
sequent boot-up.
[0005] Due to the possible damage associated with an
ungraceful power state change, ASF power control has
always been intended to be used as a last resort to, for
example, restart a locked-up system. However, this limits
a remote administrator’s ability to manage a fully-func-
tional system.
[0006] Accordingly, what is desired is a mechanism by
which to manage graceful power state changes.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0007] Embodiments of the invention include a method
comprising filtering a network packet comprising a grace-
ful power control command, interpreting the network
packet to obtain the graceful power control command,
storing the graceful power control command in a shared
memory, and notifying a power management agent serv-
ice of arrival of the graceful power control command.
[0008] Additional embodiments of the invention in-

clude a computer-readable medium having computer-ex-
ecutable instructions stored thereon that, if executed by
a computing device, cause the computing device to per-
form operations comprising filtering a network packet
comprising a graceful power control command, interpret-
ing the network packet to obtain the graceful power con-
trol command, storing the graceful power control com-
mand in a shared memory, and notifying a power man-
agement agent service of arrival of the graceful power
control command.
[0009] Further embodiments of the invention include a
system comprising a memory configured to store mod-
ules comprising a filtering module configured to filter a
network packet comprising a graceful power control com-
mand, an interpreting module configured to interpret the
network packet to obtain the graceful power control com-
mand, a storing module configured to store the graceful
power control command in a shared memory, and a no-
tifying module configured to notify a power management
agent service of arrival of the graceful power control com-
mand, and one or more processors configured to process
the modules.
[0010] According to an aspect of the invention, a meth-
od comprises:

filtering a network packet comprising a graceful pow-
er control command;
interpreting the network packet to obtain the graceful
power control command;
storing the graceful power control command in a
shared memory; and
notifying a power management agent service of ar-
rival of the graceful power control command.

[0011] Advantageously, the method further comprises:

determining availability of the power management
agent; and
sending a notification to a management console ad-
vertising available power management functions
based on the availability of the power management
agent.

[0012] Advantageously, filtering the network packet
comprises:
identifying the network packet comprising the graceful
power control command based on a destination port for
the network packet.
[0013] Advantageously, notifying the power manage-
ment agent service comprises:
triggering an interrupt.
[0014] Advantageously, the method further comprises:

receiving a result notification from the power man-
agement agent service; and
sending a notification to a management console in-
dicating a result of execution of the graceful power
command.
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[0015] Advantageously, the method further comprises:

receiving, by the power management agent service,
a notification of the arrival of the graceful power con-
trol command;
retrieving the graceful power control command from
the shared memory; and
invoking an operating system function correspond-
ing to the graceful power control command.

[0016] Advantageously, the method further comprises:
receiving information from the power management agent
service regarding power management capabilities.
[0017] Advantageously, the method further comprises:
receiving information from the power management agent
service regarding availability of the power management
agent service.
[0018] According to an aspect of the invention, a com-
puter-readable medium is provided having computer-ex-
ecutable instructions stored thereon that, if executed by
a computing device, cause the computing device to per-
form operations comprising:

filtering a network packet comprising a graceful pow-
er control command;
interpreting the network packet to obtain the graceful
power control command;
storing the graceful power control command in a
shared memory; and
notifying a power management agent service of ar-
rival of the graceful power control command.

[0019] Advantageously, the operations further com-
prising:

determining availability of the power management
agent; and
sending a notification to a management console ad-
vertising available power management functions
based on the availability of the power management
agent.

[0020] Advantageously, the filtering the network pack-
et comprises:
identifying the network packet comprising the graceful
power control command based on a destination port for
the network packet.
[0021] Advantageously, notifying the power manage-
ment agent service comprises:
triggering an interrupt.
[0022] Advantageously, the operations further com-
prising:

receiving a result notification from the power man-
agement agent service; and
sending a notification to a management console in-
dicating a result of execution of the graceful power
command.

[0023] Advantageously, the operations further com-
prising:

receiving, by the power management agent service,
a notification of the arrival of the graceful power con-
trol command;
retrieving the graceful power control command from
the shared memory; and
invoking an operating system function correspond-
ing to the graceful power control command.

[0024] Advantageously, the operations further com-
prising:
receiving information from the power management agent
service regarding power management capabilities.
[0025] Advantageously, the operations further com-
prising:
receiving information from the power management agent
service regarding availability of the power management
agent service.
[0026] According to an aspect, a system comprises:
a memory configured to store modules comprising:

a filtering module configured to filter a network pack-
et comprising a graceful power control command,
an interpreting module configured to interpret the
network packet to obtain the graceful power control
command,
a storing module configured to store the graceful
power control command in a shared memory, and
a notifying module configured to notify a power man-
agement agent service of arrival of the graceful pow-
er control command; and one or more processors
configured to process the modules.

[0027] Advantageously, the system further comprises:

a determining module configured to determine avail-
ability of the power management agent; and
a sending module configured to send a notification
to a management console advertising available pow-
er management functions based on the availability
of the power management agent.

[0028] Advantageously, the filtering module is further
configured to identify the network packet comprising the
graceful power control command based on a destination
port for the network packet.
[0029] Advantageously, the notifying module is further
configured to trigger an interrupt.
[0030] Advantageously, the system further comprises:

a receiving module configured to receive a result no-
tification from the power management agent service;
and
a sending module configured to send a notification
to a management console indicating a result of ex-
ecution of the graceful power command.
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[0031] Advantageously, the system further comprises:

a receiving module configured to receive, by the
power management agent service, a notification of
the arrival of the graceful power control command;
a retrieving module configured to retrieve the grace-
ful power control command from the shared memory;
and
an invoking module configured to invoke an operat-
ing system function corresponding to the graceful
power control command.

[0032] Advantageously, the system further comprises:
a receiving module configured to receive information
from the power management agent service regarding
power management capabilities.
[0033] Advantageously, the system further comprises:
a receiving module configured to receive information
from the power management agent service regarding
availability of the power management agent service.
[0034] Further features and advantages of the inven-
tion, as well as the structure and operation of various
embodiments of the invention, are described in detail be-
low with reference to the accompanying drawings. It is
noted that the invention is not limited to the specific em-
bodiments described herein. Such embodiments are pre-
sented herein for illustrative purposes only. Additional
embodiments will be apparent to persons skilled in the
relevant art(s) based on the teachings contained herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0035] The accompanying drawings, which are incor-
porated herein and form a part of the specification, illus-
trate embodiments of the present invention and, together
with the description, further serve to explain the principles
of the invention and to enable a person skilled in the
relevant art to make and use the invention.

FIG. 1 illustrates a remotely-managed system envi-
ronment, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 2 illustrates a portion of a remote management
network with further detail of the network controller,
in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 3 illustrates components of a managed client,
in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 4 illustrates a detailed view of a remote man-
agement network, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.
FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating steps by which re-
mote detection of current power management capa-
bilities is accomplished, in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating steps by which a
management controller advertises available power

control commands, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.
FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating steps by which a
network controller processes a power command da-
ta packet, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating steps by which a
management agent responds to a graceful power
command, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 9 depicts an example computer system in which
embodiments of the present invention may be im-
plemented.

[0036] The present invention will now be described
with reference to the accompanying drawings. In the
drawings, generally, like reference numbers indicate
identical or functionally similar elements. Additionally,
generally, the left-most digit(s) of a reference number
identifies the drawing in which the reference number first
appears.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

I. INTRODUCTION

[0037] The following detailed description of the present
invention refers to the accompanying drawings that illus-
trate exemplary embodiments consistent with this inven-
tion. Other embodiments are possible, and modifications
can be made to the embodiments within the spirit and
scope of the invention. Therefore, the detailed descrip-
tion is not meant to limit the invention. Rather, the scope
of the invention is defined by the appended claims.
[0038] It would be apparent to one of skill in the art that
the present invention, as described below, can be imple-
mented in many different embodiments of software, hard-
ware, firmware, and/or the entities illustrated in the fig-
ures. Any actual software code with the specialized con-
trol of hardware to implement the present invention is not
limiting of the present invention. Thus, the operational
behavior of the present invention will be described with
the understanding that modifications and variations of
the embodiments are possible, and within the scope and
spirit of the present invention.
[0039] FIG. 1 illustrates a remotely-managed system
environment 100, in accordance with an embodiment of
the present invention. Environment 100 includes a man-
agement console 102, which is used by a network ad-
ministrator to remotely issue, by way of non-limiting ex-
ample, power control commands. These power control
commands are transmitted over network 104 to a man-
aged system 106. One skilled in the relevant arts will
recognize that network 104 is typically an enterprise local
area network ("LAN") utilizing Ethernet communications,
although other configurations for networking manage-
ment console 102 and managed system 106 can be uti-
lized instead.
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[0040] Managed system 106 is configured to receive
communications from network 104 via a network control-
ler 108. Network controller 108 interfaces with other sys-
tem hardware 112 via a host bus 110. In accordance with
a non-limiting exemplary embodiment, network controller
108 is a Peripheral Component Interconnect Express
("PCIe") network expansion card connected to a PCIe
host bus 110, although one skilled in the relevant arts
will understand that the concepts described herein can
be utilized with different hardware configurations.
[0041] Network controller 108 communicates power
management commands to system hardware 112, and
consequently to system software 114 running thereupon,
via host bus 110. Interaction of the aforementioned com-
ponents in order to provide graceful power state man-
agement, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, is described in further detail below.
[0042] Although managed system 106 is primarily de-
scribed in the context of a personal computer running a
software operating system, one skilled in the relevant
arts will appreciate that the techniques disclosed herein
can be applied to remote power management of a
number of other devices, including embedded applica-
tions and servers.

II. NETWORK CONTROLLER OPERATION

[0043] FIG. 2 illustrates a portion of a remote manage-
ment network 200 with further detail of the network con-
troller 108, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. Network controller 108 includes a
physical interface layer ("PHY") 202 and data link layer
interface media access control ("MAC") 204, the opera-
tion of which would be understood by one skilled in the
relevant art. MAC 204 includes a receive filtering module
206 which is configured to filter out power management
data packets, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. In accordance with a non-limiting ex-
emplary embodiment, power management packets are
destined for a particular port (e.g., TCP port) at a network
layer that can be directly understood by the receive fil-
tering module 206.
[0044] The packets intercepted by receive filtering
module 206 are forwarded to management controller
208, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention. The remaining packets are forwarded to host
bus interface 210, as with normal operation, which in turn
forwards the packets on to the host bus for receipt by
software components.
[0045] The management controller 208, alternatively
known as the Application Processing Engine ("APE"),
handles the processing of the intercepted power man-
agement packets. When management controller 208 re-
ceives a power management packet, it can determine
the type of power management operation being request-
ed and notify the managed system (e.g., managed sys-
tem 106 of FIG. 1) of the requested power management
operation.

III. MANAGEMENT CONTROLLER AND MANAGED 
CLIENT OPERATION

[0046] FIG. 3 illustrates components of a managed cli-
ent 300, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. Managed client 300 comprises man-
agement controller 208, which is part of network control-
ler 108 as illustrated in FIG. 2, in communication with a
host system (e.g., a personal computer on which an ex-
pansion card comprising network controller 108 is in-
stalled) fronted by a device driver 320. In accordance
with an additional embodiment of the present invention,
management controller 208 comprises a read-only mem-
ory ("ROM") 302, a random access memory ("RAM") 304,
a processor 306, and a shared memory space 308. One
skilled in the relevant arts will appreciate that other ar-
chitectures may be utilized for management controller
208, and this particular architecture is provided by way
of non-limiting example.
[0047] Management controller 208 also includes man-
agement firmware 310, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention. Management firmware 310
is executed by processor 306 and is resident in RAM 304
during execution. The management firmware 310 in-
cludes modules for interpreting packets intercepted from
the network communications managed by network con-
troller 108, such as the intercepted power management
packets, Although one skilled in the relevant arts will un-
derstand that the network stack utilized will vary, FIG. 3
shows a non-limiting example utilizing TCP/IP packets
in which power management service packets are held.
In the foregoing example, management firmware 310 in-
cludes modules for interpreting a network stack including
TCP/IP 318, HTTP 316, Common Information Model
("CIM") data 314, and Power Management Service data
312.
[0048] When an intercepted power management pack-
et is handled by management controller 208 (filtered
based on its destination TCP port, in an embodiment),
the various network protocol layers in the packet are de-
constructed until power management service data 312
is obtained. In accordance with an embodiment of the
invention, power management service data 312 includes
both graceful and ungraceful power management service
data, although one skilled in the relevant arts will appre-
ciate that management controller 208 may be construct-
ed to instead receive only graceful power management
service data.
[0049] As will be described in further detail below,
graceful power management service data is stored in
shared memory 308, and a software component of the
managed client 300 is notified. A region of shared mem-
ory 308 is reserved, in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention, for storing one or more graceful
power management service instructions received by
management controller 208 for eventual retrieval by a
management agent 328. In a non-limiting exemplary em-
bodiment, shared access to shared memory 308 is gov-
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erned by one or more mutex (mutual exclusion) registers,
blocking access when another component is manipulat-
ing shared memory 308 or a same portion of shared
memory 308.
[0050] In accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention, management controller 208 triggers
an interrupt notification that causes the execution of code
in interrupt handler 322 of device driver 320. By way of
non-limiting exemplary embodiment, management con-
troller 208 includes a register used for asserting the in-
terrupt to a host system. Device driver 320 is the driver
software installed on an operating system, such as op-
erating system 326, to handle the software interface to
network controller 108 on which management controller
208 is located. When management controller 208 asserts
an interrupt, code present within interrupt handler 322 is
triggered asynchronously, or "out-of-band" (i.e., at the
moment of the interrupt notification).
[0051] When interrupt handler 322 is initiated, device
driver 320 uses operations specific to operating system
326 for asynchronously communicating the "command
pending" status to management agent 328. In a non-lim-
iting exemplary embodiment, operating system 326 is
the MICROSOFT WINDOWS operating system by MI-
CROSOFT CORP. of Redmond, Washington, which us-
es the Windows Management Instrumentation service
("WMI") as the management instrumentation service 324
to notify management agent 328 of the "command pend-
ing" status. One skilled in the relevant arts will appreciate
that other mechanisms can be used in other operating
systems 326, and the foregoing is presented by way of
example and not limitation. In addition, a polling mecha-
nism, or other alternative, can be utilized in place of an
interrupt mechanism.

IV. NOTIFICATION OF HOST CAPABILITIES

[0052] FIG. 4 illustrates a detailed view of a remote
management network 400, in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the present invention. Remote management
network 400 comprises a number of elements previously
discussed in the context of FIGs. 1-3. Additionally, FIG.
4 includes an Advanced Configuration and Power Inter-
face ("ACPI") driver 402 and system firmware 404 com-
prising ACPI interface 406, in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the present invention. These components
allow the host (comprised of system hardware 112 and
system software 114) to respond to standardized power
management commands, including power-down, power-
reset, sleep (ACPI S1/S2/S3) or hibernation (ACPI S4).
In accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the same ACPI protocols used for ungraceful power
control are used for graceful, out-of-band power control.
[0053] Not all systems may have these capabilities,
and as standards evolve some systems may have addi-
tional capabilities. Moreover, not all systems can handle
these power management commands in a graceful, out-
of-band manner. As a result, management controller 208

is notified of the commands available, and management
console 102 is in turn notified of these commands as well.
[0054] Accordingly, FIG. 5 is a flowchart 500 illustrating
steps by which remote detection of current power man-
agement capabilities is accomplished, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention. The method
begins at step 502 and proceeds to step 504 where the
responsiveness of a managed system is determined. By
way of non-limiting example, if management agent 328
is hung, it may not be able to transmit a heartbeat to
management controller 208 via device driver 322, Man-
agement controller 208 can then interpret this unrespon-
siveness as a sign that managed system 106 is hung.
On the other hand, if the heartbeat has been received
(or other appropriate mechanism), then management
controller 208 understands managed system 106 to be
responsive.
[0055] This responsiveness state, along with power
management capabilities of managed system 106 (such
as those provided by ACPI driver 402) allow manage-
ment controller 208 to make a determination of which
power management commands are available. Moreover,
a list of available commands can be sent to management
console 102 to restrict a remote administrator’s options
to those available. In accordance with an additional em-
bodiment of the present invention, the determination of
responsiveness at step 506 is made only if the managed
system 106 is in power state S0 (i.e., the "ON" state, in
the non-limiting ACPI system power state definition). As
described in FIG. 6, below, management controller 208
can advertise out-of-band ungraceful power control com-
mands that can be used to return managed system 106
to power state S0.
[0056] At step 506, if the managed system 106 is un-
responsive (such as, e.g., because management agent
328 is unresponsive) and managed system 106 is in an
expected power state (e.g., power state S0, as above),
then the method proceeds to step 508 where only un-
graceful power management commands are made avail-
able to management console 102. On the other hand, if
managed system 106 is responsive, then the method pro-
ceeds to step 510 where graceful out-of-band commands
are available to be used. At step 512, result status infor-
mation for any graceful out-of-band command sent to
managed system 106 for execution is received. The
method then ends at step 514.
[0057] In order for management console to be informed
of the available commands, management controller 208
can be configured to advertise these commands and the
responsiveness of management agent 328. FIG. 6 is a
flowchart 600 illustrating steps by which management
controller 208 advertises available power control com-
mands, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention. The method begins at step 602 and proceeds
to step 604 where a determination is made as to the re-
sponsiveness of the management agent 328. As previ-
ously noted, if a heartbeat has not been received from
management agent 328, it may be deemed unresponsive
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after some time. Accordingly, if at step 606 the manage-
ment agent 328 is not available, then only ungraceful
power control options are advertised as available at step
608. However, if management agent 328 is available,
then graceful power control options are advertised as
available at step 610. The method then ends at step 612.

V. MANAGEMENT CONTROLLER OPERATION

[0058] As shown in FIG. 4, in accordance with an em-
bodiment of the present invention, data packets sent from
management console 102 via network 104 are received
by network controller 108, At receive filtering module 206,
packets are inspected for particular characteristics
known to network controller 108 to correspond to power
control command. One such characteristic, as previously
discussed, is a particular destination port being associ-
ated with the packet. These packets are intercepted and
then handled by management controller 208.
[0059] FIG. 7 is a flowchart 700 illustrating steps by
which a network controller, such as network controller
108, processes a power command data packet, in ac-
cordance with an embodiment of the present invention.
The method begins at step 702 and proceeds to step 704
where a power control command is received. In a non-
limiting exemplary embodiment, the power control com-
mand received at step 704 is contained in the form of a
TCP/IP packet, At step 706, the power control command
is filtered out from the communication stream for redirec-
tion to management controller 208 (rather than onward
through to the host bus, such as PCIe interface 210 of
FIG. 4).
[0060] The management controller firmware 310 then
processes the power control command packet at step
708 in order to interpret communications made up of sev-
eral network stack layers (e.g., OSI Reference Model or
TCP/IP model). At step 710, a graceful power command
that is handled (in an embodiment) at the application level
is obtained from the power control command packet. This
graceful power command is in a form usable by manage-
ment agent 328 of FIG. 4 to affect the managed system’s
power state.
[0061] In order to provide the graceful power command
to management agent 328, it is placed in a shared mem-
ory, such as shared memory 308 of FIG. 4, at step 712.
Then, an interrupt notification is triggered at step 714 for
handling by interrupt handler 322, informing device driver
320 that a graceful power command is ready to be read
from shared memory 308. The method then ends at step
714.

VI. MANAGEMENT AGENT OPERATION

[0062] When device driver 320 receives the out-of-
band (asynchronous) notification of an available graceful
power command within shared memory 308, it will in turn
notify management agent 328 of the availability of the
graceful power command. In accordance with an embod-

iment of the present invention, management agent 328
registers for such notifications from device driver 320
(e.g., via callback or via interrupt) through a management
instrumentation service 324, although one skilled in the
relevant arts will appreciate that a number of techniques
may be utilized. This notification may also be out-of-band,
thereby resulting in out-of-band notification of a graceful
power command to the management agent 328.
[0063] FIG. 8 is a flowchart 800 illustrating steps by
which a management agent, such as management agent
328, responds to a graceful power command, in accord-
ance with an embodiment of the present invention, The
method begins at step 802 and proceeds to step 804
where management agent 328 receives an out-of-band
notification of the availability of a graceful power com-
mand, The graceful power command is retrieved from
shared memory 308. By way of non-limiting example, the
graceful power command includes commands such as
power-down, power-up, reboot, hibernate, etc.
[0064] Accordingly, at step 808, management agent
328 invokes a corresponding operating system 326 func-
tion that performs the graceful power command. The
graceful power command includes functionality to pre-
pare executing software (including the operating system
326 itself) for the power command, if necessary. The
graceful power command further includes functionality
to notify the hardware of managed system 106 of the
graceful power command. In accordance with an embod-
iment of the present invention, the corresponding oper-
ating system 326 function notifies the hardware of man-
aged system 106 of the graceful power command
through ACPI driver 402 and system firmware 404 (via
ACPI interface 406) in conformance with the ACPI stand-
ard, although one skilled in the relevant arts will recognize
that other techniques of notifying the hardware of man-
aged system 106. For example, if the graceful power
command is a graceful shutdown, the operating system
326 is prepared for shutdown (e.g., writing out cache da-
ta, shutting down applications, unmounting drives, etc.)
and, when ready, notifies the ACPI interface 406 to per-
form the corresponding power command on the hard-
ware of managed system 106 (e.g., power down).
[0065] In accordance with a further embodiment of the
present invention, management agent 328 can provide
any result information back to management controller
208 at step 810. This can be accomplished by writing
result information to shared memory 308, and providing
a notification (or interrupt) to management controller 208
indicating that the result information is available. As pre-
viously noted, management controller 208 can provide
such result information on to management console 102.
The method then ends at step 812.

VII. EXAMPLE COMPUTER SYSTEM IMPLEMENTA-
TION

[0066] Various aspects of the present invention can be
implemented by software, firmware, hardware, or a com-
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bination thereof, FIG. 9 illustrates an example computer
system 900 in which the present invention, or portions
thereof, can be implemented as computer-readable
code. For example, the methods illustrated by flowcharts
500 of FIG. 5, 600 of FIG. 6, 700 of FIG. 7, and 800 of
FIG, 8, can be implemented in system 900. Various em-
bodiments of the invention are described in terms of this
example computer system 900. After reading this de-
scription, it will become apparent to a person skilled in
the relevant art how to implement the invention using
other computer systems and/or computer architectures.
[0067] Computer system 900 includes one or more
processors, such as processor 904. Processor 904 can
be a special purpose or a general purpose processor.
Processor 904 is connected to a communication infra-
structure 906 (for example, a bus or network).
[0068] Computer system 900 also includes a main
memory 908, preferably random access memory (RAM),
and may also include a secondary memory 910, Second-
ary memory 910 may include, for example, a hard disk
drive 912, a removable storage drive 914, and/or a mem-
ory stick. Removable storage drive 914 may comprise a
floppy disk drive, a magnetic tape drive, an optical disk
drive, a flash memory, or the like. The removable storage
drive 914 reads from and/or writes to a removable storage
unit 918 in a well known manner. Removable storage
unit 918 may comprise a floppy disk, magnetic tape, op-
tical disk, etc. that is read by and written to by removable
storage drive 914. As will be appreciated by persons
skilled in the relevant art(s), removable storage unit 918
includes a computer usable storage medium having
stored therein computer software and/or data.
[0069] In alternative implementations, secondary
memory 910 may include other similar means for allowing
computer programs or other instructions to be loaded
into computer system 900. Such means may include, for
example, a removable storage unit 922 and an interface
920. Examples of such means may include a program
cartridge and cartridge interface (such as that found in
video game devices), a removable memory chip (such
as an EPROM, or PROM) and associated socket, and
other removable storage units 922 and interfaces 920
that allow software and data to be transferred from the
removable storage unit 922 to computer system 900.
[0070] Computer system 900 may also include a com-
munications interface 924. Communications interface
924 allows software and data to be transferred between
computer system 900 and external devices, Communi-
cations interface 924 may include a modem, a network
interface (such as an Ethernet card), a communications
port, a PCMCIA slot and card, or the like. Software and
data transferred via communications interface 924 are in
the form of signals that may be electronic, electromag-
netic, optical, or other signals capable of being received
by communications interface 924. These signals are pro-
vided to communications interface 924 via a communi-
cations path 926, Communications path 926 carries sig-
nals and may be implemented using wire or cable, fiber

optics, a phone line, a cellular phone link, an RF link or
other communications channels.
[0071] In this document, the terms "computer program
medium" and "computer usable medium" are used to
generally refer to media such as removable storage unit
918, removable storage unit 922, and a hard disk installed
in hard disk drive 912. Signals carried over communica-
tions path 926 can also embody the logic described here-
in. Computer program medium and computer usable me-
dium can also refer to memories, such as main memory
908 and secondary memory 910, which can be memory
semiconductors (e.g. DRAMs, etc.). These computer
program products are means for providing software to
computer system 900.
[0072] Computer programs (also called computer con-
trol logic) are stored in main memory 908 and/or second-
ary memory 910, Computer programs may also be re-
ceived via communications interface 924. Such compu-
ter programs, when executed, enable computer system
900 to implement the present invention as discussed
herein. In particular, the computer programs, when exe-
cuted, enable processor 904 to implement the processes
of the present invention, such as the steps in the methods
illustrated by flowcharts 500 of FIG. 5, 600 of FIG. 6, 700
of FIG. 7, and 800 of FIG. 8, discussed above. Accord-
ingly, such computer programs represent controllers of
the computer system 900. Where the invention is imple-
mented using software, the software may be stored in a
computer program product and loaded into computer
system 900 using removable storage drive 914, interface
920, hard drive 912 or communications interface 924.
[0073] The invention is also directed to computer pro-
gram products comprising software stored on any com-
puter useable medium. Such software, when executed
in one or more data processing device, causes a data
processing device(s) to operate as described herein. Em-
bodiments of the invention employ any computer useable
or readable medium, known now or in the future. Exam-
ples of computer useable mediums include, but are not
limited to, primary storage devices (e.g., any type of ran-
dom access memory), secondary storage devices (e.g.,
hard drives, floppy disks, CD ROMS, ZIP disks, tapes,
magnetic storage devices, optical storage devices,
MEMS, nanotechnological storage device, etc.), and
communication mediums (e.g., wired and wireless com-
munications networks, local area networks, wide area
networks, intranets, etc.).

VIII. CONCLUSION

[0074] While various embodiments of the present in-
vention have been described above, it should be under-
stood that they have been presented by way of example
only, and not limitation. It will be understood by those
skilled in the relevant art(s) that various changes in form
and details may be made therein without departing from
the spirit and scope of the invention as defined in the
appended claims. It should be understood that the inven-
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tion is not limited to these examples. The invention is
applicable to any elements operating as described here-
in. Accordingly, the breadth and scope of the present
invention should not be limited by any of the above-de-
scribed exemplary embodiments, but should be defined
only in accordance with the following claims and their
equivalents.

Claims

1. A method comprising:

filtering, by a network controller, a network pack-
et received from a network, the network packet
comprising a power control command; and
storing the power control command in a shared
memory of the network controller.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
notifying a power management agent of arrival of the
power control command.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising:
determining availability of the power management
agent.

4. The method of claim 2 or 3, wherein the power man-
agement agent is comprised by a host computer.

5. The method of claims 2 to 4, further comprising re-
ceiving, by the network controller, information from
the power management agent regarding power man-
agement capabilities,

6. The method of any preceding claim, further compris-
ing interpreting the network packet to obtain the pow-
er control command,

7. The method of any preceding claim, wherein filtering
the network packet comprises intercepting the net-
work packet comprising the power control command,

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising forwarding
the network packet comprising the power control
command to a management controller.

9. The method of any preceding claim, wherein the
power control command comprises a graceful power
control command.

10. The method of any preceding claim, wherein the
power control command comprises an ungraceful
power control command, in particular, a power-
down, power-reset, sleep and/or hibernation com-
mand.

11. A network controller, comprising a shared memory,

the network controller configured to:

filter a network packet received from a network,
the network packet comprising a power control
command; and
store the power control command in the shared
memory.

12. The network controller of claim 11, further configured
to:
notify a power management agent of arrival of the
power control command.

13. The network controller of claim 12, further configured
to:
determine availability of the power management
agent,

14. The network controller of any of claims 12 to 13, fur-
ther configured to receive information from the power
management agent regarding power management
capabilities.

15. A system, comprising the network controller of any
of claims 11 to 14, and a power management agent
comprised by a host computer.
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