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(54) AIRCRAFT FREESTREAM DATA SYSTEMS

(57) An aircraft freestream data system can include
a first ultrasonic air data system (UADS) (101) configured
to sense local acoustic properties at a first location on an
aircraft, a first local air data module (103) operatively con-
nected to the first UADS and configured to determine first
local air data of the first location and to output first local
air data, and a freestream data module (105) operatively
connected to the first local air data module. The
freestream data module can be configured to receive the
first local air data from the local air data module, deter-
mine one or more freestream air data parameters based
on at least the first local air data, and output the one or
more freestream air data parameters to one or more air-
craft consuming systems.
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Description

BACKGROUND

1. Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to aircraft data
systems.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] Ultrasonic anemometers (e.g., ultrasonic air da-
ta systems (UADS)) can be used to derive local flow data
(e.g., local airspeed, wind angle, speed of sound) for any
body by emitting an acoustic signal and determining a
time-of-flight to various acoustic sensors. The time-of-
flight between the transmitter and each receiver can be
used to calculate the local air data. Traditional ultrasonic
anemometers extend into the flow path and may work
for very low flows and thin boundary layer, but this is a
small portion of the aircraft flight envelope and installation
locations on the aircraft. Therefore, traditional ultrasonic
anemometers cannot be used as a primary air data
source on aircraft.
[0003] Such conventional methods and systems have
generally been considered satisfactory for their intended
purpose. However, there is still a need in the art for im-
proved systems, e.g., that provide the local air data and
calibrate and/or derive freestream data from the local air
data accurately such that an ultrasonic air data system
(UADS) can function as a primary air data system on an
aircraft through the entire flight envelope, for example.
The present disclosure provides a solution for this need.

SUMMARY

[0004] An aircraft freestream data system can include
a first ultrasonic air data system (UADS) configured to
sense local acoustic properties at a first location on an
aircraft, a first local air data module operatively connect-
ed to the first UADS and configured to determine first
local air data of the first location and to output first local
air data, and a freestream data module operatively con-
nected to the first local air data module. The freestream
data module can be configured to receive the first local
air data from the local air data module, determine one or
more freestream air data parameters based on at least
the first local air data, and output the one or more
freestream air data parameters to one or more aircraft
consuming systems.
[0005] In certain embodiments, the first local air data
module can be hosted within the UADS (e.g., within a
computer module of the UADS). It is contemplated that
the first local air data module and/or any suitable portion
thereof can be hosted in any suitable location (e.g., in a
common computer module with the freestream data mod-
ule such as in an aircraft computer, in a UADS). It is
contemplated that the freestream data module and/or

any suitable portion thereof can be hosted in any suitable
location (e.g., an aircraft computer or the UADS).
[0006] In certain embodiments, the system can include
a second UADS configured to sense local acoustic prop-
erties at a second location on the aircraft, and a second
local air data module operatively connected to the second
UADS and configured to determine second local air data
of the second location and to output second local air data.
The freestream data module can be operatively connect-
ed to the second local air data module and is further con-
figured to receive the second local air data from the local
air data module, and determine the one or more
freestream air data parameters based on at least the first
and second local air data.
[0007] The second location can be at a diametrically
opposed position on the aircraft. In certain embodiments,
the second location can be a non-diametrically opposed
position.
[0008] The first and/or second local air data parame-
ters can include at least one of a first and/or second local
airspeed, a first and/or second local wind angle, and a
first and/or second local speed of sound, a first and/or
second local air temperature, or a first and/or second
local Mach number. Any suitable combination (e.g., a
plurality, all) of these local air data parameters, and/or
any suitable additional air data parameters are contem-
plated herein.
[0009] In certain embodiments, the one or more
freestream air data parameters include at least one of
aircraft true airspeed (TAS) or freestream air tempera-
ture. Any combination and/or additional air data param-
eters are contemplated herein (e.g., freestream angle-
of-attack and/or angle-of-slip).
[0010] The system can include a first static pressure
sensor operatively connected to the first UADS and the
first local air data module to provide first local static pres-
sure data of the first location to the first local air data
module. In certain embodiments, the system can include
a second static pressure sensor located at the second
location on the aircraft, the second static pressure sensor
configured to provide second local static pressure data
of the second location. In certain embodiments, the sec-
ond static pressure sensor can be directly connected to
the freestream data module to provide the second local
static pressure data to the freestream data module. In
certain embodiments, the freestream module can be con-
figured to determine one or more boundary layer effects
and to calibrate the one or more freestream parameters
based on the determined one or more boundary layer
effects (e.g., determined using the static pressure data
or any other suitable data).
[0011] In certain embodiments, the second static pres-
sure sensor can be operatively connected to the second
UADS and to the second local air data module to provide
the second local static pressure data to the second local
air data module. The first and/or second local air data
parameters can include at least one of a first and/or sec-
ond local airspeed, a first and/or second local wind angle,
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and a first and/or second local speed of sound, a first
and/or second local air temperature, a first and/or second
local Mach number, first and/or second local air density,
or first and/or second local Reynolds number. Any other
suitable combination (e.g., a plurality, all) of parameters,
and/or any additional parameters is contemplated herein.
[0012] In certain embodiments, the system can include
a third static pressure sensor operatively connected to
the second UADS and the second local air data module
to provide the second local static pressure data to the
second local air data module. The system can include a
second freestream data module operatively connected
to the second local air data module, and a fourth static
pressure sensor at the first location that is directly con-
nected to the second freestream module to provide the
second static pressure data to the second freestream
module. In certain embodiments, the first freestream data
module and second freestream module can be hosted
on a separate device.
[0013] In certain embodiments, the first freestream da-
ta module and/or the second freestream data module
can be configured to curve fit the first and/or second local
air data to determine the freestream data. The first
freestream data module and/or the second freestream
data module can be configured to use a neural network
to determine the freestream data. Any suitable process-
ing logic (e.g., software and/or hardware) is contemplat-
ed herein to derive and/or calibrate freestream air data
from the local air data.
[0014] These and other features of the systems and
methods of the subject disclosure will become more read-
ily apparent to those skilled in the art from the following
detailed description taken in conjunction with the draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015] So that those skilled in the art to which the sub-
ject disclosure appertains will readily understand how to
make and use the devices and methods of the subject
disclosure without undue experimentation, embodiments
thereof will be described in detail herein below with ref-
erence to certain figures, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a
system in accordance with this disclosure, showing
an embodiment of an ultrasonic air data system
(UADS) having a local air data module disposed
therein;
Fig. 2 is a schematic view of an embodiment of a
system in accordance with this disclosure, showing
an embodiment of data flow;
Fig. 3 is a schematic view of an embodiment of a
system in accordance with this disclosure, showing
an embodiment of data flow;
Fig. 4 is a schematic view of an embodiment of a
system in accordance with this disclosure, showing
an embodiment of data flow;

Fig. 5 is a schematic view of an embodiment of a
system in accordance with this disclosure, showing
an embodiment of data flow; and
Fig. 6 is a schematic view of an embodiment of a
system in accordance with this disclosure, showing
an embodiment of data flow.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0016] Reference will now be made to the drawings
wherein like reference numerals identify similar structural
features or aspects of the subject disclosure. For purpos-
es of explanation and illustration, and not limitation, an
illustrative view of an embodiment of a system in accord-
ance with the disclosure is shown in Fig. 1 and is desig-
nated generally by reference character 100. Other em-
bodiments and/or aspects of this disclosure are shown
in Figs. 2-6.
[0017] Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, an aircraft freestream
data system 100 can include a first ultrasonic air data
system (UADS) 101 configured to sense local acoustic
properties (e.g., time-of-flight between a transmitter and
one or more receivers as appreciated by those having
ordinary skill in the art) at a first location on an aircraft.
The system 100 can include a first local air data module
103 operatively connected to the first UADS 101. The
first local air data module 103 can include and/or be host-
ed on any suitable hardware and/or software as appre-
ciated by one having ordinary skill in the art. The UADS
can include any suitable hardware and/or software logic
to derive initial air data (e.g., local airspeed, local wind
angle, and local speed of sound) from the local acoustic
properties to provide to the first local air data module 103.
It is also contemplated that the local air data module 103
can derive the initial air data from the local acoustic prop-
erties instead of the UADS providing the initial air data.
The first local air data module 101 can be configured to
determine first local air data of the first location and to
output first local air data (e.g., including the initial air data,
derived and/or passed through from UADS).
[0018] The system 100 can include a freestream data
module 105 operatively connected to the first local air
data module 103. The freestream data module 105 can
be configured to receive the first local air data from the
local air data module 103, determine one or more
freestream air data parameters based on at least the first
local air data, and output the one or more freestream air
data parameters to one or more aircraft consuming sys-
tems 107.
[0019] In certain embodiments, the first local air data
module 103 can be hosted within the UADS 101 (e.g.,
within a computer module of the UADS 101 and/or in a
separate computer module physically located on or within
the UADS 101) as shown in Fig. 1. It is contemplated that
the first local air data module and/or any suitable portion
thereof can be hosted in any suitable location (e.g., in a
common computer module with the freestream data mod-
ule 105 such as in an aircraft computer, or in a UADS
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101). It is contemplated that the freestream data module
105 and/or any suitable portion thereof can be hosted in
any suitable location (e.g., an aircraft computer or the
UADS 101).
[0020] In certain embodiments, referring to Fig. 3, the
system 100 can include a second UADS 111 configured
to sense local acoustic properties at a second location
on the aircraft. The second UADS 111 can be the same
or similar to the first UADS 101, or have any other suitable
configuration. The system 100 can include a second local
air data module 113 operatively connected to the second
UADS 111 and configured to determine second local air
data of the second location and to output second local
air data. The second local air data module 113 can be
the same as or similar to the first local air data module
103, and/or have any other suitable configuration.
[0021] The freestream data module 105 can be oper-
atively connected to the second local air data module
113 and can be further configured to receive the second
local air data from the local air data module and to de-
termine the one or more freestream air data parameters
based on at least the first and second local air data (e.g.,
instead of and/or in addition to determining based on ei-
ther of the first or second local air data individually).
[0022] The second location can be at a diametrically
opposed position on the aircraft (e.g., 180 degrees apart
on a circumference of the fuselage). In certain embodi-
ments, the second location can be a non-diametrically
opposed position. Dissimilar positions can allow more
accurate determination of freestream conditions by the
freestream data module 105 by combining and/or com-
paring (e.g., averaging) the first local air data and the
second local air data.
[0023] As shown in Figs. 1-3, the first and/or second
local air data parameters can include at least one (e.g.,
all) of a first and/or second local airspeed, a first and/or
second local wind angle, and a first and/or second local
speed of sound, a first and/or second local air tempera-
ture (e.g., local static air temperature (SAT) and/or local
total air temperature (TAT)), or a first and/or second local
Mach number. Any suitable combination (e.g., a plurality,
all) of these local air data parameters, and/or any suitable
additional air data parameters are contemplated herein.
[0024] In certain embodiments, the one or more
freestream air data parameters include at least one of
aircraft true airspeed (TAS) or freestream air temperature
(e.g., freestream SAT, freestream TAT). Any combina-
tion and/or additional air data parameters are contem-
plated herein.
[0025] Referring to Fig. 4, the system 100 can further
include a first static pressure sensor 117 operatively con-
nected to the first UADS 101 (e.g., a static pressure port
and/or transducer disposed on the first UADS 101 or near
the UADS) and the first local air data module 103 to pro-
vide first local static pressure data of the first location to
the first local air data module 103. In certain embodi-
ments, the system 100 can include a second static pres-
sure sensor 119 located at the second location on the

aircraft, the second static pressure sensor 119 config-
ured to provide second local static pressure data of the
second location (e.g., a diametrically opposed position
or otherwise as described above). In certain embodi-
ments, the second static pressure sensor 119 can be
directly connected to the freestream data module 105 to
provide the second local static pressure data to the
freestream data module 105.
[0026] Referring to Fig. 5, in certain embodiments, the
second static pressure sensor 119 can be operatively
connected to the second UADS 111 and to the second
local air data module 113 to provide the second local
static pressure data to the second local air data module
113. Any other suitable position and/or connection is con-
templated herein.
[0027] In certain embodiments, the freestream module
105 can be configured to determine one or more bound-
ary layer effects and to calibrate the one or more
freestream parameters based on the determined one or
more boundary layer effects. For example, as appreciat-
ed by those having ordinary skill in the art, boundary layer
effects can be determined and/or accounted for by using
the static pressure data or any other suitable data (e.g.,
surface temperature sensor and/or skin friction data,
etc.). As shown in Figs. 4-6, the first and/or second local
air data parameters can include at least one of a first
and/or second local airspeed, a first and/or second local
wind angle, and a first and/or second local speed of
sound, a first and/or second local air temperature, a first
and/or second local Mach number, first and/or second
local air density, or first and/or second local Reynolds
number. Any other suitable combination (e.g., a plurality,
all) of parameters, and/or any additional parameters are
contemplated herein.
[0028] In certain embodiments, referring to Fig. 6, the
system 100 can include a third static pressure sensor
121 operatively connected to the second UADS 111 and
the second local air data module 113 to provide the sec-
ond local static pressure data to the second local air data
module 113. The system 100 can include a second
freestream data module 123 operatively connected to
the second local air data module 113 and a fourth static
pressure sensor 125 at the first location that is directly
connected to the second freestream module 123 to pro-
vide the second static pressure data to the second
freestream module 123. In certain embodiments, the first
freestream data module 105 and a second freestream
module 123 can be hosted on separate devices. Any oth-
er suitable location is contemplated herein (e.g., hosted
in the same computer device). The one or more of the
static pressure sensors do not need to be co-located with
one or more UADS, and any suitable location for one or
more of the static pressure sensors is contemplated here-
in.
[0029] In certain embodiments, the first freestream da-
ta module 105 and/or the second freestream data module
123 can be configured to curve fit the first and/or second
local air data to determine the freestream data. The first
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freestream data module 105 and/or the second
freestream data module 123 can be configured to use a
neural network to determine the freestream data. Any
suitable processing logic (e.g., software and/or hard-
ware) is contemplated herein to derive and/or calibrate
freestream air data from the local air data.
[0030] Embodiments include a new concept for the
measurement of aircraft air data which involves the use
of an Ultrasonic Air Data System (UADS) comprised of
one or more ultrasonic transmitters and sensors. The ba-
sic concept behind UADS is the time-of-flight (TOF)
measurement from an ultrasonic source to a receiver or
set of receivers. The TOF is the time required for a sound
wave to travel from a source to a receiver. The TOF can
be directly correlated to the local airflow velocity. In ad-
dition, the relative TOF among multiple receivers can be
used to determine a local flow angle, e.g., a local angle-
of-attack or angle-of-slip. A similar approach can also be
used to extract a measurement of the local speed of
sound, which is directly related to the local static temper-
ature.
[0031] Therefore, a single line replaceable unit (LRU)
is capable of providing, at a minimum, local true airspeed,
Vm, local angle-of-attack, αm, and local speed-of-sound,
co.
An example of a single LRU UADS 101 with a single
source and multiple receivers is shown in Fig. 1, for ex-
ample.
[0032] The term "local" is with regard to what is directly
measured by the UADS sensor, whereas what is ulti-
mately desired by an air data system is the freestream
conditions through which the aircraft is flying. In addition,
the aircraft altitude can be of primary concern to the air-
craft, whereas existing UADS are not currently capable
of measuring this parameter. Embodiments include ap-
proaches for determining flight data at the aircraft
(freestream) level, including, e.g., calibration of the sys-
tem, and certain embodiments can combine data from
multiple sensors in order to derive/account for certain
effects and/or to improve accuracy and/or to improve
safety.
[0033] Certain embodiments include a static pressure
port and/or sensor added to the UADS. This can either
be integrated with the UADS as an additional orifice and
sensor, or can be a separate LRU which is dedicated to
making the static pressure measurement, for example.
Like other parameters, this would be a local static pres-
sure. Obtaining a dissimilar air data measurement rela-
tive to traditional systems is still largely met as the static
pressure measurement is typically not prone to common
mode errors that can occur for probes which protrude
into the flow (e.g. icing and volcanic ash).
[0034] There is some need in the industry for a dissim-
ilar (relative to traditional approaches) system that pro-
vides only airspeed (and possibly angle-of-attack) at re-
duced accuracy levels for the purposes of an emergency
back-up. A single UADS sensor can provide this infor-
mation. An example embodiment of this is shown in Fig.

2. As shown, embodiments can apply curve fitting, and/or
apply data to a neural net, and/or use empirical data cor-
relating local to freestream, and output calibrated
freestream data (e.g., SAT and TAS as shown).
[0035] One challenge with the UADS approach is the
sensitivity of the TOF measurement to the boundary-lay-
er thickness and profile. For the architecture shown in
Fig. 2, there is no measurement or indication of boundary
layer conditions. For this reason, Mach number can be
chosen as a primary calibration parameter (as opposed
to true airspeed) since the Mach number is the ratio of
two speeds measured by the UADS and therefore at least
some if not all of the boundary layer effects and be can-
celled in the Mach number calculation by the freestream
module. In general it may be desired for the boundary-
layer effect to be as uniform and well-behaved as possi-
ble. This means that a location of the UADS sensors may
be further downstream on the fuselage (e.g., relative to
traditional Pitot-static probes) in order to avoid any issues
relating to flow transition or icing or damage on the ra-
dome.
[0036] The relationships utilized by the freestream
module to convert local data to freestream data can be
readily determined by flight testing the system against a
set of reference sensors without undue experimentation.
Because there is no compensation for relative sideslip
with a single UADS sensor, either reduced accuracy must
be accepted or the sensor must be located in a location
that is relatively insensitive to sideslip. A system as pre-
sented in Fig. 2 provides a low fidelity solution to dissim-
ilar air data as it does not include a static pressure meas-
urement and does not correct for boundary-layer or side-
slip effects. However, it can provide a good rough order
estimation of the airspeed and AOA.
[0037] Embodiments include a second UADS (e.g.,
identical to the first UADS) located symmetrically oppo-
site on the aircraft to compensate for sideslip, e.g., as
shown in Fig. 3. The local airspeed, speed-of-sound and
angle-of-attack from each sensor can be electronically
averaged (or averaged in any other suitable way) to pro-
vide a sideslip compensated value, e.g., for sensors
mounted on the side of the aircraft. In addition, the dif-
ference between either the local airspeeds or the local
angle-of-attack or a combination of the two can be used
as an indication of the sideslip angle. Fig. 3 shows a flow
diagram of a two sensor baseline architecture, for exam-
ple. Parameters ending with a subscript "1" indicate those
parameters that are directly measured (or calculated) by
the first UADS sensor 101, while parameters ending with
a subscript "2" indicate those parameters that are directly
measured (or calculated) by the second UADS 111 which
is located on the opposite side of the aircraft (not neces-
sarily symmetrically). Embodiments as shown in Fig. 3
reduces and/or eliminates sensitivity to slip and can
broaden out the locations where the UADS sensors can
be placed (e.g., in a side slip sensitive location, e.g., more
toward nose of airplane or away from 90 degrees from
top). Parameters without either a "1" or "2" at the end of
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the subscript indicate an average of local signals from
each of two sensors, respectively. The "Δ" indicates a
difference between the parameters while no subscript
indicates freestream parameters.
[0038] Both sensors can utilize identical calculations
and provide input to the freestream module which can
provide an aircraft level calibration. In embodiments hav-
ing a plurality of UADS, the aircraft level calibration can
use information from both sensors to make appropriate
corrections for and/or calculations of sideslip.
[0039] The relationships utilized by the freestream
module to convert local data to freestream data can be
readily determined by flight testing the system against a
set of reference sensors without undue experimentation.
Embodiments as shown in Fig. 3 can provide a moderate
fidelity solution to dissimilar air data as it also includes
compensation for sideslip effects but still does not include
a static pressure measurement and does not correct for
boundary-layer effects.
[0040] Embodiments as shown in Fig. 4 can include a
single UADS with static pressure measurement coupled
with a static pressure port on the opposite side of the
aircraft. The static pressure measurement from the sec-
ond location may only be used for sideslip calculation
and compensation in certain embodiments. The static
pressure measurement can be used to calculate Rey-
nolds number as shown (e.g., for determination of bound-
ary layer conditions/effects). Location of the sensors can
affect the accuracy of such embodiments. In particular,
sufficient sideslip sensitivity may be required at the cho-
sen location, which would typically correspond to a loca-
tion that is more forward on the fuselage. This can depend
on how sensitive other parameters (i.e. true airspeed,
angle-of-attack, etc.) are to sideslip angle. Such embod-
iments are a simpler configuration compared to certain
embodiments, e.g., as shown Fig. 5, and can utilize only
added static ports and only a single UADS. The static
pressure ports/sensors can be separate units, or inte-
grated in any suitable manner with the UADS (e.g., sec-
ond port placed on other side of aircraft and connected
to UADS, or could be connected to central computer (e.g.,
that is or includes a freestream module as shown).
Embodiments can output any suitable freestream air data
parameter, derived or corrected from local data (e.g., one
or more of TAS, SAT, TAT, Mach number, AOA, TAT,
Reynolds number). With well-chosen locations as appre-
ciated by those having ordinary skill in the art in view of
this disclosure and without undue experimentation, em-
bodiments, e.g., as shown in Fig. 4 can provide full air
data with the highest possible level of accuracy for the
UADS. However, the complexity, and thus cost, can be
reduced compared to more complex configuration, e.g.,
as shown in Figs. 5 and 6.
[0041] Embodiments as shown in Fig. 5 include a static
pressure measurement for each UADS. As with the em-
bodiment of Fig. 4, a static pressure measurement can
allow for a calculation of the aircraft altitude and also
allows for the determination of a Reynolds number pa-

rameter, allowing for the possibility of correcting for
boundary-layer effects. This correction can be done by
freestream module in the most general sense since
boundary-layer thickness can be a function of the other
flight parameters as well. Alternatively or additionally, the
boundary-layer correction can be done as an additional
post-processing step after other primary corrections/der-
ivations have been determined in order to keep the pri-
mary corrections as simple as possible.
[0042] There are other options for providing the bound-
ary-layer correction contemplated herein. For example,
a skin friction and/or heat flux measurement device can
be integrated with the UADS 101. Both of these param-
eters are a function of the Reynolds number and thus
can provide an indication of boundary-layer thickness.
However, an advantage of using a static pressure meas-
urement is that it also provides a means for calculating
altitude (e.g., which can be used to further improve ac-
curacy) and it has a long history of usage and robustness
within the industry.
[0043] Embodiments, e.g., as shown in Fig.5, can pro-
vide a complete air data solution and allows for the high-
est accuracy in terms of aircraft level corrections and has
the most flexibility in terms of installation locations. In
such embodiments, there may be redundant information
that may drive unnecessary complexity and cost which
could otherwise be better utilized. Such embodiments
can be able to account for boundary layer effects, and
further broaden out where sensors can be placed (e.g.,
in a place more affected by boundary layer effect, e.g.,
more towards the nose).
[0044] With the asymmetric architecture of certain em-
bodiments, e.g., as shown in Fig. 4, certain embodiments
can include at least some of the complexity of the archi-
tecture of the embodiment of Fig. 5 to bring the additional
benefit of having dual redundant systems. Such an em-
bodiment is shown schematically in Fig. 6. In addition to
having two complete UADS sensors (with integrated Ps
measurement), two static ports can be added to provide
independent and/or additional sideslip compensation.
The additional static pressure measurement can provide
two independent systems that have full compensation.
These additional static pressure measurements can be
additional LRU’s or, optionally, can be integrated with the
UADS sensors (i.e., two Ps measurements on each
UADS sensor) in order to keep the total number of LRU’s
at two. Embodiments as shown in Fig. 6 can be two of
the embodiment of Fig. 4 for dual redundancy (e.g., for
fault discovery/safety). As can be seen in Fig. 6, the air-
craft consuming systems can receive two independent
sets of fully compensated air data.
[0045] Certain embodiments can employ various other
configurations based on the UADS sensor. A number of
these options are discussed hereinbelow.
[0046] Certain embodiments can accomplish sideslip
compensation by coupling the UADS sensor with either
another UADS sensor or a static pressure port. However,
it is also contemplated that embodiments can be coupled
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with a traditional mechanical vane on the opposite side
of the aircraft for sideslip compensation. A vane is a rel-
atively robust measurement device which can still pro-
vide some level of dissimilar air data when coupled with
a UADS sensor. The combination of the local AOA from
the UADS sensor and the AOA from the vane would pro-
vide a means of correcting for and calculating sideslip,
assuming probe locations are chosen appropriately,
which can be determined by one having ordinary skill in
the art without undue experimentation.
[0047] Embodiments can have the one or more UADS
sensor located on the side of the aircraft in order to be
able to make an AOA measurement. However, it is also
possible to locate the one or more sensors on the top
and/or bottom of the aircraft (e.g., either the fuselage or
the wings), in order to obtain an AOS signal as a direct
measurement of each sensor instead of as a derived sig-
nal by combining multiple sensors. In such a case, e.g.,
if there are no AOA determining sensors, aircraft AOA
can be determined from the differential between two or
more top and bottom sensors, similar to how aircraft AOS
is determined in opposing side located sensors.
[0048] In certain embodiments, a single UADS sensor
mounted on the bottom or top of an air vehicle can be
able to provide 360° windspeed and direction if installed
in an appropriate location. This can be particularly ben-
eficial in rotorcraft applications where this information is
important in hover conditions.
[0049] The refraction of sound waves in the boundary-
layer is a function of the speed-of-sound profile within
the boundary-layer. This speed-of-sound profile can be
affected by both a temperature variation and a relative
humidity variation. The profiles for these two parameters
may be significantly different than the velocity profile for
a number of reasons. Therefore, additional corrections
may be utilized for these effects to improve the accuracy
of the system. One approach to addressing this would
be to embed sensors within the UADS sensor itself to
estimate the wall temperature, Tw and/or the wall relative
humidity, RHw. The calibration algorithm could then cal-
culate an effective speed-of-sound at the wall, cw, and
use the difference between cw and c0 as an additional
parameter in the correction.
[0050] Embodiments of disclosure describe multiple
architectures and configurations that allow the usage of
one or more UADS sensors to provide a partial or com-
plete air data solution at the aircraft level, depending on
the level of accuracy and dissimilarity required for a par-
ticular application. Embodiments can be utilized as a pri-
mary air data system on an aircraft through the entire
flight envelope.
[0051] As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art,
aspects of the present disclosure may be embodied as
a system, method or computer program product. Accord-
ingly, aspects of this disclosure may take the form of an
entirely hardware embodiment, an entirely software em-
bodiment (including firmware, resident software, micro-
code, etc.), or an embodiment combining software and

hardware aspects, all possibilities of which can be re-
ferred to herein as a "circuit," "module," or "system." A
"circuit," "module," or "system" can include one or more
portions of one or more separate physical hardware
and/or software components that can together perform
the disclosed function of the "circuit," "module," or "sys-
tem", or a "circuit," "module," or "system" can be a single
self-contained unit (e.g., of hardware and/or software).
Furthermore, aspects of this disclosure may take the form
of a computer program product embodied in one or more
computer readable medium(s) having computer reada-
ble program code embodied thereon.
[0052] Any combination of one or more computer read-
able medium(s) may be utilized. The computer readable
medium may be a computer readable signal medium or
a computer readable storage medium. A computer read-
able storage medium may be, for example, but not limited
to, an electronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, in-
frared, or semiconductor system, apparatus, or device,
or any suitable combination of the foregoing. More spe-
cific examples (a non-exhaustive list) of the computer
readable storage medium would include the following:
an electrical connection having one or more wires, a port-
able computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-
only memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a
magnetic storage device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. In the context of this document, a computer
readable storage medium may be any tangible medium
that can contain, or store a program for use by or in con-
nection with an instruction execution system, apparatus,
or device.
[0053] A computer readable signal medium may in-
clude a propagated data signal with computer readable
program code embodied therein, for example, in base-
band or as part of a carrier wave. Such a propagated
signal may take any of a variety of forms, including, but
not limited to, electro-magnetic, optical, or any suitable
combination thereof. A computer readable signal medi-
um may be any computer readable medium that is not a
computer readable storage medium and that can com-
municate, propagate, or transport a program for use by
or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.
[0054] Program code embodied on a computer read-
able medium may be transmitted using any appropriate
medium, including but not limited to wireless, wireline,
optical fiber cable, RF, etc., or any suitable combination
of the foregoing.
[0055] Computer program code for carrying out oper-
ations for aspects of this disclosure may be written in any
combination of one or more programming languages, in-
cluding an object oriented programming language such
as Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional pro-
cedural programming languages, such as the "C" pro-
gramming language or similar programming languages.
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The program code may execute entirely on the user’s
computer, partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-
alone software package, partly on the user’s computer
and partly on a remote computer or entirely on the remote
computer or server. In the latter scenario, the remote
computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area net-
work (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the con-
nection may be made to an external computer (for ex-
ample, through the Internet using an Internet Service Pro-
vider).
[0056] Aspects of the this disclosure may be described
above with reference to flowchart illustrations and/or
block diagrams of methods, apparatus (systems) and
computer program products according to embodiments
of this disclosure. It will be understood that each block
of any flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, and
combinations of blocks in any flowchart illustrations
and/or block diagrams, can be implemented by computer
program instructions. These computer program instruc-
tions may be provided to a processor of a general pur-
pose computer, special purpose computer, or other pro-
grammable data processing apparatus to produce a ma-
chine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data
processing apparatus, create means for implementing
the functions/acts specified in any flowchart and/or block
diagram block or blocks.
[0057] These computer program instructions may also
be stored in a computer readable medium that can direct
a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to function in a particular manner,
such that the instructions stored in the computer readable
medium produce an article of manufacture including in-
structions which implement the function/act specified in
the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks.
[0058] The computer program instructions may also
be loaded onto a computer, other programmable data
processing apparatus, or other devices to cause a series
of operational steps to be performed on the computer,
other programmable apparatus or other devices to pro-
duce a computer implemented process such that the in-
structions which execute on the computer or other pro-
grammable apparatus provide processes for implement-
ing the functions/acts specified herein.
[0059] Those having ordinary skill in the art understand
that any numerical values disclosed herein can be exact
values or can be values within a range. Further, any terms
of approximation (e.g., "about", "approximately",
"around") used in this disclosure can mean the stated
value within a range. For example, in certain embodi-
ments, the range can be within (plus or minus) 20%, or
within 10%, or within 5%, or within 2%, or within any other
suitable percentage or number as appreciated by those
having ordinary skill in the art (e.g., for known tolerance
limits or error ranges).
[0060] Any suitable combination(s) of any disclosed
embodiments and/or any suitable portion(s) thereof are

contemplated herein as appreciated by those having or-
dinary skill in the art.
[0061] The embodiments of the present disclosure, as
described above and shown in the drawings, provide for
improvement in the art to which they pertain. While the
subject disclosure includes reference to certain embod-
iments, those skilled in the art will readily appreciate that
changes and/or modifications may be made thereto with-
out departing from the scope of the invention as defined
by the claims.

Claims

1. An aircraft freestream data system, comprising:

a first ultrasonic air data system, UADS, (101)
configured to sense local acoustic properties at
a first location on an aircraft;
a first local air data module (103) operatively
connected to the first UADS and configured to
determine first local air data of the first location
and to output first local air data; and
a freestream data module (105) operatively con-
nected to the first local air data module and con-
figured to:

receive the first local air data from the local
air data module;
determine one or more freestream air data
parameters based on at least the first local
air data; and
output the one or more freestream air data
parameters to one or more aircraft consum-
ing systems.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the first local air data
module (103) is hosted within the first UADS (101).

3. The system of claim 1 or 2, further comprising:

a second UADS (111) configured to sense local
acoustic properties at a second location on the
aircraft; and
a second local air data module (113) operatively
connected to the second UADS and configured
to determine second local air data of the second
location and to output second local air data,
wherein the freestream data module (105) is op-
eratively connected to the second local air data
module and is further configured to:

receive the second local air data from the
local air data module; and
determine the one or more freestream air
data parameters based on at least the first
and second local air data.
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4. The system of claim 3, wherein the first and/or sec-
ond local air data parameters include at least one of
a first and/or second local airspeed, a first and/or
second local wind angle, and a first and/or second
local speed of sound, a first and/or second local air
temperature, or a first and/or second local Mach
number, and preferably wherein the one or more
freestream air data parameters include at least one
of aircraft true airspeed, TAS, or freestream air tem-
perature.

5. The system of any preceding claim, further compris-
ing a first static pressure sensor (117) operatively
connected to the first UADS and the first local air
data module to provide first local static pressure data
of the first location to the first local air data module.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the freestream data
module (105) is configured to determine one or more
boundary layer effects and to calibrate the one or
more freestream parameters based on the deter-
mined one or more boundary layer effects.

7. The system of claim 5 or 6, further comprising a sec-
ond static pressure sensor (119) located at a second
location on the aircraft, the second static pressure
sensor configured to provide second local static
pressure data of the second location.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the second static
pressure sensor (119) is directly connected to the
freestream data module (105) to provide the second
local static pressure data to the freestream data
module.

9. The system of claim 7 when dependent on claim 1
or 2, further comprising:

a second UADS (111) configured to sense local
acoustic properties at the second location on the
aircraft; and
a second local air data module (113) operatively
connected to the second UADS and configured
to determine second local air data of the second
location and to output second local air data,
wherein the freestream data module is opera-
tively connected to the second local air data
module and is further configured to:

receive the second local air data from the
local air data module; and
determine the one or more freestream air
data parameters based on at least the first
and second local air data.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the second static
pressure sensor (119) is operatively connected to
the second UADS and to the second local air data

module to provide the second local static pressure
data to the second local air data module.

11. The system of claim 9 or 10, wherein the first and/or
second local air data parameters include at least one
of a first and/or second local airspeed, a first and/or
second local wind angle, and a first and/or second
local speed of sound, a first and/or second local air
temperature, a first and/or second local Mach
number, first and/or second local air density, or first
and/or second local Reynolds number.

12. The system of claim 5 when dependent on claim 1
or 2, further comprising a second UADS (111) at the
second location of the aircraft, a second local air data
module (113), a third static pressure sensor (121)
operatively connected to the second UADS and the
second local air data module to provide the second
local static pressure data to the second local air data
module, a second freestream data module (123) op-
eratively connected to the second local air data mod-
ule, and a fourth static pressure sensor (125) at the
first location and directly connected to the second
freestream module to provide the second static pres-
sure data to the second freestream module.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the first freestream
data module (105) and second freestream data mod-
ule (123) are each hosted on separate devices.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the first freestream
data module and/or the second freestream data
module is configured to curve fit the first and/or sec-
ond local air data to determine the freestream data.

15. The system of claim 13 or 14, wherein the first
freestream data module and/or the second
freestream data module is configured to use a neural
network to determine the freestream data.
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