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(54) Access system for a moveable vehicle

(57) An access system (116) for a moveable vehicle
(100) having a longitudinal axis (113) includes an access
device (118) attached to the vehicle (100) and movable
between a stowed position and an access position. A
bottom end (132) of the access device (118) is disposed
at a first horizontal distance from the longitudinal axis
(113) in the stowed position and is disposed a second
greater horizontal distance from the longitudinal axis
(113) in the access position. The access device (118) is
configured to provide access to the moveable vehicle
(100) when in the access position. The access system
also includes a biasing device (148, 208) associated with
the access device (118) and configured to apply a con-
tinuous biasing force to bias the access device toward
the access position. An actuator device (146, 204) is as-
sociated with the access device (118) and configured to
apply a selective actuating force to the access device
(118). The actuating force is controllable to be greater
than the biasing force to move the access device (118)
to the stowed position and controllable to be less than
the biasing force to allow the biasing force to move the
access device (118) to the access position.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] This disclosure is directed to an access system.
More particularly, this disclosure is directed to a powered
access system for a moveable vehicle.

Background

[0002] Some large work machines include elevated
cabs accessible only by an access system, such as a
stairway or a ladder. Some of these ladders are disposed
vertically on the side of the work machine. A vertical lad-
der only slightly increases the overall footprint of the work
machine, and can be secured in a location not susceptible
to contact with obstacles, such as piles of materials, mine
walls, or other obstacles. However, vertical ladders also
have some drawbacks if used improperly. For example,
some operators may not grip the ladder with both hands
when ascending or descending because they may carry
objects up and down the ladder. In addition, many work
machines have a door to an operator’s cab at the top of
the vertical ladder. In such a situation, the operator may
be required to balance himself on the vertical ladder,
while reaching for the door handle. Furthermore, some
doors swing outwardly over the ladder. In these instanc-
es, the operator may be required to move his body on
the ladder out of the path of the door when opening the
door. This can be difficult to do while holding onto the
vertical ladder.
[0003] To make this easier, other work machines in-
clude inclined ladders or stairs extending from the work
machine toward the ground. The inclined ladders and
stairs generally do not require that the operator use both
hands to balance himself. Accordingly, inclined ladders
and stairs increase the stability of the operator when as-
cending or descending, providing easier access to the
operator’s cab. However, like vertical ladders, inclined
ladders and stairs have some drawbacks. For example,
inclined ladders or stairs typically extend away from the
body of the work machine, increasing the overall footprint
of the work machine. Accordingly, the inclined ladder and
stairs are more susceptible to crashing into objects, walls,
and materials and becoming damaged.
[0004] One system for providing a stairway for an
on-highway truck is disclosed in U.S. Patent No.
6,264,222 to Johnston et al. The ’222 patent discloses a
retractable stairway assembly that is pivoted between a
deployed and a stowed position. The retractable stairway
rotates about the pivot point in a horizontal direction from
a location below the vehicle cab to a position on the ex-
terior of the vehicle cab. However, the system in the ’222
patent is not self contained, not easily retrofit to existing
machines, and may require additional control in order to
operate the stairway assembly.
[0005] The access system disclosed herein over-
comes one or more of the shortcomings found in systems

in the prior art.

Summary of the Invention

[0006] In one exemplary aspect, an access system for
a moveable vehicle having a longitudinal axis is dis-
closed. The access system includes an access device
attached to the vehicle and movable between a stowed
position and an access position. A bottom end of the ac-
cess device is disposed at a first horizontal distance from
the longitudinal axis in the stowed position and is dis-
posed a second greater horizontal distance from the lon-
gitudinal axis in the access position. The access device
is configured to provide access to the moveable vehicle
when in the access position. The access system also
includes a biasing device associated with the access de-
vice and configured to apply a continuous biasing force
to bias the access device toward the access position. An
actuator device is associated with the access device and
configured to apply a selective actuating force to the ac-
cess device. The actuating force is controllable to be
greater than the biasing force to move the access device
to the stowed position and controllable to be less than
the biasing force to allow the biasing force to move the
access device to the access position.
[0007] In another aspect, an access system for a
moveable vehicle having a longitudinal axis is disclosed.
The access system includes a ladder including first and
second posts attached to the moveable vehicle and piv-
otable between a stowed position and an access position.
A bottom end of the ladder is disposed at a first horizontal
distance from the longitudinal axis in the stowed position
and is disposed a second greater horizontal distance
from the longitudinal axis in the access position. At least
one of a biasing device and an actuator device is dis-
posed in at least one of the first and second posts. The
at least one of the biasing device and the actuator device
is configured to move the ladder to at least one of the
stowed and access positions.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0008]

FIG. 1 is a pictorial representation of an exemplary
work machine with an access system according to
the present disclosure.
FIG. 2 is a pictorial representation of an exemplary
access system.
FIG. 3 is a pictorial representation of a back view of
the exemplary access system of FIG. 2.
FIGs. 4A and 4B are pictorial representations of the
exemplary access system of FIG. 2 in an access and
a stowed position.
FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an exemplary parking
brake mechanism and an associated access sys-
tem.
FIGs. 6A, 6B, 7A, and 7B are pictorial representa-
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tions showing another exemplary embodiment of an
access system according to the present disclosure.

Detailed Description

[0009] Reference will now be made in detail to exem-
plary embodiments that are illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings. Wherever possible, the same reference
numbers will be used throughout the drawings to refer to
the same or like parts.
[0010] An exemplary embodiment of a moveable ve-
hicle is illustrated in FIG. 1. In this embodiment, the ve-
hicle is a work machine 100 including a front end 102, a
rear end 104, a frame 106, and an operator’s station,
such as the enclosed operator’s cab 108. The front end
102 may include a work implement 109, such as the forks
in FIG. 1. It may include any other work implement, or
alternatively, may not include any work implement. The
rear end 104 may include an engine compartment 110
that may house an engine, a transmission, and/or other
components used to power the work machine 100. The
engine may drive one or more ground engaging drive
mechanisms, such as the wheels 112, attached to and
supporting the frame 106 in a manner known in the art.
[0011] The frame 106 is configured to provide struc-
tural support and integrity to the work machine 100. As
used herein, the frame 106 may refer to any component
that is generally secured in a fixed position on the work
machine 100.
[0012] The operator’s station may be the enclosed op-
erator’s cab 108 and may be supported on the frame 106.
The operator’s station could also be open and may com-
prise any location on where an operator can operate the
work machine 100. The operator’s station may include
controls for operating and driving the work machine 100.
One such control may include a parking brake lever op-
erable to engage and disengage a parking brake to inhibit
or not inhibit movement of the wheels 112.
[0013] The work machine 100 includes a longitudinal
axis, such as, for example a longitudinal centerline 113,
extending from the front end 102 to the rear end 104 of
the work machine 100. Various components of the work
machine 100 may be spaced a horizontal distance from
the longitudinal centerline 113. For example, the wheels
112 project a given distance laterally from the longitudinal
centerline 113 in a symmetrical fashion.
[0014] The work machine 100 also includes a platform
114 and an access system 116. The platform 114 may
be adjacent the operator’s cab 108 and, in one embodi-
ment, is a step or floor that can be walked on when en-
tering the operator’s cab 108. The access system 116
may extend from the platform 114, providing access to
the platform 114 and/or the operator’s cab 108. The ac-
cess system 116 includes an access device 118 articu-
latable from a stowed position, such as a substantially
vertical position, to an access position, such as an in-
clined position.
[0015] FIG. 2 shows the exemplary access system 116

in greater detail. In FIG. 2, the access system 116 is
shown in the access position. The access system 116
includes the access device 118 and an articulation sys-
tem 120. In the exemplary embodiment shown, the ac-
cess device 118 is a ladder, but could be any other type
of device that provides access to the platform 114 and/or
the operator’s cab 108. The exemplary access device
118 includes first and second posts 122, 124, and first,
second, and third steps 126, 128, 130.
[0016] The first post 122 and the second post 124 may
be rigid linear structures, each having a top end 131 and
a bottom end 132. The first and second posts 122, 124
may be hollow posts capable of housing actuators and/or
springs, as will be described below. The top ends 131
may connect to pivot supports 133 by pivot pins 134. The
pivot supports 133 are rigidly fixed to the frame 106
and/or platform 114 of the work machine 100. Accord-
ingly, the access device 118 is suspended from the pivot
supports 133, and may articulate about the pivot pins 134
from the stowed position, such as a substantially vertical
position, to the access position shown in FIG. 2, which
is an inclined position.
[0017] The first and second steps 126, 128 extend be-
tween and are attached to the first and second posts 122,
124 in a manner known in the art. The third step 130 may
be suspended from the posts 122, 124 by pliable supports
135. The pliable supports 135 connect to the bottom ends
132 of the posts 122, 124 and may be formed of a rubber
material or other material configured to plastically deform
in the event that the pliable supports 135 or the third step
130 come into contact with an obstacle. In the embodi-
ment shown, each step 126, 128, 130 includes a flat step-
ping surface 136. When the access device 118 is in the
access position, the flat stepping surfaces 136 are sub-
stantially horizontal relative to the ground surface, creat-
ing steps. However, when the access device 118 is in
the stowed position, the flat stepping surfaces 136 may
not be substantially horizontal.
[0018] The articulation system 120 may include journal
bearings 137, a rotatable shaft 138, and articulation bars
139. The journal bearings 137 may be rigidly connected
to a fixed structure on the work machine 100, such as
the frame 106. The rotatable shaft 138 may extend be-
tween two journaled bearings 137 (only one can be seen
in FIG. 2) and may be rotatable within the journal bearings
137 about an axis 140. The articulation bars 139 may
extend from the rotatable shaft 138 to the first and second
posts 122, 124.
[0019] FIG. 3 shows a rear view of the access device
118, without the third step 130. As seen in FIG. 3, the
access device 118 may include bearings 141, an actuator
slot 142, and a spring slot 144. In addition, the access
device 118 may include an actuator 146 and a biasing
member, such as a gas spring 148, housed within the
first and second posts 122, 124, respectively. The bear-
ings 141 may be disposed at the top ends 131 of each
of the first and second posts 122, 124 and may receive
the pivot pins 134 (FIG. 2) to connect to the pivot supports
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133 (FIG. 2). The bearings 141 may be lubricated bush-
ings or other bearings known in the art.
[0020] The actuator slot 142 and the spring slot 144
each provide access to the actuator 146 and the spring
148 housed within the first and second posts 122, 124,
respectively. The actuator and spring slots 142, 144 may
have a width that is established such that the articulation
bars 139 of the articulation system 120 can extend into
the slots 142, 144 and connect to the actuator 146 and
the spring 148.
[0021] The actuator 146 includes an actuator shaft 150
and may be a hydraulic actuator, a pneumatic actuator,
an electrically powered motor, or other actuator known
in the art, and may be secured within the post in any
known manner. The actuator shaft 150 of the actuator
146 may extend and retract so that an end 152 of the
actuator shaft 150, which is connected to one of the ac-
tuator bars 139, moves along the actuator slot 142, driv-
ing the actuator bars 139. It should be noted that the
actuator 146 is configured so that fluid pressure causes
the actuator shaft 150 to retract, moving the access de-
vice 118 to the stowed position.
[0022] The spring 148 may be a gas spring, as is
shown, or other spring known in the art. The spring 148
is housed within the second post 124, and includes a
spring shaft 154 extendable from the spring 148, such
that an end 156 of the shaft 152, which is connected to
one of the articulation bars 139, may move along the
spring slot 144, driving the actuator bars. The spring 148
may be secured within the second post 124 in any known
manner. The spring 148 is biased toward an extended
position, providing a continuous spring force and, which
is explained further below, biases the access device 118
toward the access position.
[0023] In one exemplary embodiment, the biasing
member is an actual mechanical spring. In another ex-
emplary embodiment, a biasing member such as a pneu-
matic or hydraulic actuator capable of moving an actuator
shaft may be utilized. It is contemplated that other biasing
means known to those skilled in the art may also be used.
[0024] FIGs. 4A and 4B show the access system 116
in an access position and a stowed position, respectively,
without the third step 130. As shown in FIG. 4A, in the
access position, the access device 118 is in an inclined
position. As shown in FIG. 4B, in the stowed position, the
access device 118 is in a substantially vertical position
relative to the frame 106.
[0025] In the exemplary embodiment shown in FIG.
4A, the actuator shaft 150 of the actuator 146 in the first
post 122 is extended to a position where the articulation
bar 139 is generally perpendicular to the access device
118. Accordingly, the weight of the an operator on access
device 118 will be supported by the pivot supports 133
and the articulation system 120, rather than the actuator
146 or the spring 148 (not shown in FIG. 4). However,
the articulation bar 139 could be at angles other than
generally perpendicular. As shown in FIG. 4B, when the
actuator shaft 150 is in a retracted position, the angle

between the articulation bar 139 and the first post 122
decreases, pulling the access device 118 into the stowed
position.
[0026] As shown in FIGs. 4A and 4B, a bottom end of
the access device 118 is spaced from the frame 106 by
a distance L1 in the access position and a distance L2
in the stowed position. The distance L1 in the access
position is greater than the distance L2. In FIGs. 4A and
4B, the distances L1 and L2 are shown as the distance
between a bottom end of the access device 118 and the
frame 106. However, the distance may also be measured
from the longitudinal centerline 113 of the work machine
100. The ground engaging drive mechanisms, such as
the wheels 112 (shown in FIG. 1), may be spaced from
the longitudinal centerline by a third distance that is great-
er than the distance L2, but less than the distance L1.
Accordingly, when the access device 118 is in the stowed
position, shown in FIG. 4B, the access device 118 is pro-
tected by the wheels 112. When the access device 118
is in the access position, the access device 118 may ex-
tend further from the centerline than the wheels 112.
[0027] The first and second posts 122, 124 define a
post angle θ that may vary between the access position
and the stowed position. In one exemplary embodiment,
when in the access position, the post angle θ is about 15
degrees. The post angle could be set to other angles
when in the access position as would be apparent to one
skilled in the art.
[0028] The first and second steps 126, 128 may form
a step angle. As shown in FIG. 4A, a step angle Ψ is
defined by the angle between the frame 106 and a line
passing through the front edge of the first and second
steps 126, 128. The step angle Ψ may be the same as
the post angle θ, or may be a different angle. In the em-
bodiment shown, the step angle Ψ is greater than the
post angle θ. This is because the first and second steps
126, 128 are off-set different distances from the posts
122, 124. As shown in FIG. 4A, the first step 126 is dis-
posed so that a front end of the first step 128 is spaced
or off-set from the post 122 by a distance X. The second
step 128 is disposed so that a front end of the second
step is spaced or offset from the post 122 by a distance
Y. In FIG. 4A, the distance Y is greater than the distance
X. Accordingly, the step angle Ψ is greater than the post
angle θ. Thus, the steps are less steep than the posts
122, 124, simplifying the climbing of the access device,
without the access device extending further from the work
machine.
[0029] FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a parking brake
mechanism 160 and the access device 118 for the work
machine 100. The parking brake mechanism 160 in-
cludes a parking brake lever 162, a hydraulic circuit 164,
and a parking brake 166. The parking brake lever 162
may be disposed within in the operator’s cab 108 for use
by an operator and represents a lever, button, pedal, or
other means for signaling a desired activation of the park-
ing brake 166. The parking brake lever may be configured
to control a fluid pressure in the hydraulic circuit 164. The
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pressure in the hydraulic circuit 164 engages the parking
brake or allows the parking brake to be disengaged.
When the parking brake 166 is engaged, the movement
of the wheels 112 is inhibited, and when the parking brake
166 is not engaged, the movement of the wheels 112 is
not inhibited.
[0030] In this embodiment, the parking brake 166 is
configured to be engaged when the hydraulic circuit 164
has a low pressure or a pressure below a threshold, in-
cluding zero pressure. Therefore, to disengage the park-
ing brake 166 with the parking brake lever 162, the work
machine 100 must pressurize the hydraulic circuit 164.
It should be noted that if the hydraulic circuit 164 loses
pressure during operation, the parking brake 166 be-
comes engaged.
[0031] The access device 118 is associated with park-
ing brake mechanism 160 through a connection between
the actuator 146 and the hydraulic circuit 164. Therefore,
when the hydraulic circuit 164 is at a high pressure or
above a threshold, and the parking brake is disengaged,
the actuator 146 is retracted, holding the access device
118 in the stowed position. When the hydraulic circuit is
at a low pressure, the parking brake engages and the
spring 148 urges the articulation bars 139, moving the
access device 118 to the access position. Accordingly,
the access device 118 is in the access position when
pressure in the hydraulic circuit 164 is low and in the
stowed position when the pressure in the hydraulic circuit
164 is high.
[0032] The speed that the access device 118 moves
between the stowed and access positions may be regu-
lated, if desired, by controlling the flow rate of fluid from
the parking brake hydraulic circuit 164 to the actuator
146. In one exemplary embodiment, this is accomplished
by including a pre-sized orifice in a hydraulic line of the
hydraulic circuit 164, to reduce the flow rate of fluid to
the circuit. In one exemplary embodiment, a 0.8 mm or-
ifice may be used to achieve the desired speed. Other
methods and systems for controlling the flow rate of fluid
may also be used.
[0033] FIGs. 6A, 6B, 7A, and 7B show an additional
embodiment of an access system 200 for moving the
access device 118 to a stowed and an access position.
FIGs. 6A and 6B show the access device 118 in a stowed
position, and FIGs. 7A and 7B show the access device
118 in an access position. FIGs. 6A and 7A are front
views and FIGs. 6B and 7B are side views of the access
system 200. The access system 200 includes the access
device 118, an articulation bar 202, and a spring loaded
actuator 204.
[0034] With reference to FIGs. 6A, 6B, 7A, and 7B, the
articulation bar 202 is disposed on the frame 106 of the
work machine 100 adjacent the access device 118. It
connects to a post of the access device 118 and to the
spring loaded actuator 204 at a pivot point 212.
[0035] The spring loaded actuator 204 includes a
spring 208 and an actuator shaft 210. A parking brake
hydraulic circuit 164 is in fluid communication with the

spring loaded actuator 204. The spring 208 biases the
actuator shaft 210 toward an extended position. Howev-
er, the fluid pressure from the hydraulic circuit 164 may
increase and overcome the spring force, causing the ac-
tuator shaft 210 to retract. When the actuator shaft 210
is retracted, the access device 118 is in the stowed po-
sition shown in FIGs. 6A and 6B. When the actuator shaft
210 is extended, the access device 118 is in the access
position shown in FIGs. 7A and 7B.
[0036] Although the embodiment in FIG. 3 shows a
spring and an actuator in separate posts, it would be ap-
parent to one skilled in the art that a spring loaded actu-
ator, such as the actuator shown in FIGs. 6A and 6B,
could be used in one post or both posts of the ladder 118.
Other arrangements of the various components are also
possible.

Industrial Applicability

[0037] The access system disclosed herein may move
the access device 118 to an access position when the
parking brake 166 is engaged and to a stowed position
when the parking brake 166 is not engaged. The access
position may be an inclined position that allows an oper-
ator to more easily ascend or descend the access device
118 from a platform 114 or operator’s cab 108. The
stowed position may be a substantially vertical position
so that the access device 118 is less susceptible to con-
tact with and damage from obstacles.
[0038] It should be noted, in the absence of sufficient
fluid pressure, the parking brake 166 engages. Only
when the fluid pressure is sufficiently high, will the parking
brake 166 disengage. It should also be noted that a bi-
asing device, such as the spring 148, 208, may continu-
ously apply a spring force to bias the access device 118
to the access position. Therefore, in the absence of suf-
ficient fluid pressure, the spring force pushes the articu-
lation bars 139, 202 to move the access device 118 to
the access position. Only when the fluid pressure is suf-
ficiently high, will the actuator 146, 204 generate an ac-
tuating force that overcomes the spring force, retracting
the actuator shaft 150, 210 to move the access device
118 to the stowed position.
[0039] A method for operating the access system will
now be described. An operator in the operator station
108 may desire to descend from the work machine 100.
Accordingly, the operator stops the work machine 100
and actuates a parking brake controller in the operator’s
cab 108, such as the parking brake lever 162. The parking
brake lever 162 signals to reduce the fluid pressure in
the parking brake hydraulic circuit 164, thereby allowing
the parking brake 166 to engage, hindering movement
of the wheels 112.
[0040] As the fluid pressure in the hydraulic circuit 164
decreases, the actuator force holding the actuator shaft
150, 210 in a retracted position decreases. When the
actuator force decreases to a level less than the spring
force of the springs 148, 208, the springs 148, 208 move
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the articulation bar 139, 202 downward, forcing the ac-
cess device 118 to pivot at the pivot support 133 and
move to the access position.
[0041] When the operator again desires to drive the
work machine 100, the operator controls the parking
brake lever 162 to generate a signal to increase the pres-
sure in the hydraulic circuit 164 to disengage the parking
brake 166. When the pressure in the hydraulic circuit 164
increases, the fluid generates an actuator force in the
actuator 146, 204. When the actuator force is greater
than the spring force, the actuator 146, 204 retracts, com-
pressing the spring 148, 208 and raising the articulation
bar 139, 202, and moving the access device 118 to a
stowed position.
[0042] In such a system, if the hydraulic circuit 164
loses pressure intentionally or unintentionally, the park-
ing brake engages and the access device 118 is moved
to an inclined position allowing the operator to descend
from the work machine 100. This is because the access
device 116 is continuously biased toward the access po-
sition.
[0043] Because the access system 116 is associated
with and controlled by the hydraulic circuit 164 of the
parking brake mechanism 160, the access system 116
may be easily retrofit onto existing work machines. To
retrofit the access system 116, the access system must
be fixedly secured to the frame of the work machine and
the hydraulic actuator may be integrated into the existing
hydraulic circuit.
[0044] Although the exemplary moveable vehicle dis-
closed herein is a work machine 100, and more particu-
larly, a wheel loader, the access system 116 could be
used on other moveable vehicles, such as, for example,
a motor grader, an off-highway truck, and an on-highway
truck, among others.
[0045] It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
various modifications and variations can be made in the
disclosed embodiments without departing from the scope
of the invention. Other embodiments of the invention will
be apparent to those skilled in the art from consideration
of the specification and practice of the invention disclosed
herein. It is intended that the specification and examples
be considered as exemplary only, with a true scope of
the invention being indicated by the following claims and
their equivalents.

Claims

1. An access system (116) for a moveable vehicle (100)
having a longitudinal axis (113), comprising:

an access device (118) attached to the vehicle
(100) and movable between a stowed position
and an access position, wherein a bottom end
(132) of the access device (118) is disposed at
a first horizontal distance from the longitudinal
axis in the stowed position and is disposed a

second greater horizontal distance from the lon-
gitudinal axis in the access position, the access
device (118) being configured to provide access
to the moveable vehicle (100) when in the ac-
cess position;
a biasing device (148, 208) associated with the
access device (118) and configured to apply a
continuous biasing force to bias the access de-
vice (118) toward the access position; and
an actuator device (146, 204) associated with
the access device (118) and configured to apply
a selective actuating force to the access device
(118), the actuating force being controllable to
be greater than the biasing force to move the
access device (118) to the stowed position and
controllable to be less than the biasing force to
allow the biasing force to move the access de-
vice (118) to the access position.

2. The access system of claim 1, including:

a parking brake mechanism including a parking
brake and a hydraulic circuit, the parking brake
mechanism being configured to selectively en-
gage and disengage the parking brake, wherein
the parking brake is engaged when the hydraulic
circuit is at a first pressure and disengaged when
the hydraulic circuit is at a second higher pres-
sure, and
wherein the hydraulic circuit is associated with
the actuator device to generate the actuating
force, and wherein the actuating force at the first
pressure is less than the biasing force and
wherein the actuating force at the second higher
pressure is greater than the biasing force, such
that the access device is in the access position
when the parking brake is engaged and in the
stowed position when the parking brake is dis-
engaged.

3. The access system of claim 1, wherein the access
device is a ladder pivotable about a pivot point at an
end of the ladder, wherein the ladder includes first
and second posts, at least one of the biasing device
and the actuator device being disposed within at
least one of the first and second posts.

4. The access system of claim 4, including an articula-
tion bar pivotably attached to the vehicle,
wherein at least one of the first and second posts
includes a slot formed therein, at least a portion of
the at least one of the biasing device and the actuator
device in the post being accessible through the slot,
and
wherein the articulation bar extends into the slot and
connects to the at least one of the biasing device
and the actuator device in the post, and wherein the
articulation bar is disposed to pivot relative to the
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vehicle to move the ladder between the stowed po-
sition and the access position.

5. The access system of claim 1, wherein the access
device is a ladder pivotable about a pivot point at an
end of the ladder, wherein the ladder includes
first and second posts defining a post angle between
the posts and the vehicle; and
at least two steps extending between and connected
to the first and second posts, the at least two steps
each having a front edge, wherein a stepping angle
is defined between the vehicle and a line passing
through the front edge of the steps, wherein the step-
ping angle is different than the post angle when the
access device is in the access position.

6. The access system of claim 1, wherein the biasing
device is at least one of a gas spring and a spring
disposed within the actuator device.

7. The access system of claim 1, wherein at least one
of the biasing device and the actuator device is within
the access device.

8. An access system (116) for a moveable vehicle (100)
having a longitudinal axis (113), comprising:

a ladder (118) attached to the vehicle (100) and
movable between a stowed position and an ac-
cess position, wherein a bottom end (132) of the
ladder (118) is disposed at a first horizontal dis-
tance from the longitudinal axis (113) in the
stowed position and is disposed a second great-
er horizontal distance from the longitudinal axis
(118) in the access position, the ladder (118)
being configured to provide access to the move-
able vehicle when in the access position;
means for continuously biasing the ladder (118)
toward the access position with a biasing force;
and
actuating means for selectively overcoming the
biasing force to move the ladder (118) to a
stowed position.

9. The access system of claim 8, wherein the actuating
means is controlled to overcome the biasing force
upon engagement of a parking brake.

10. The access system of claim 8, including means for
engaging the parking brake upon a predetermined
loss of pressure in a parking brake hydraulic system.
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