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Description 

This  invention  relates  to  a  perimetrical  watch  pro- 
tector  which  incorporates  a  perimetrical  protector  or 
guard  portion  located  adjacent  the  perimeter  of  the 
crystal  of  the  watch,  and  being  so  formed  as  to  isolate 
said  crystal  from  abrasive  contact. 

There  are  numerous  prior  art  devices  intended  to 
accomplish  the  desirable  end  of  crystal  protection, 
among  them  being  applicants'  US-A-4,592,660. 

Although  US-A-4,592  660  discloses  a  watch  pro- 
tector  which  is  a  major  advance  over  the  prior  art  in 
that  it  is,  among  other  advantages,  centrally  located 
over  the  crystal  to  isolate  the  crystal  from  abrasive 
contact,  it  is  possible  that  the  crystal  may  be  abra- 
sively  engaged  at  the  edges  of  the  crystal. 

Moreover,  US-A-4,592,660  discloses  a  centrally- 
located  guard  member  which  prevents  the  reading  of 
the  watch  hands  when  they  are  located  in  the  central 
position  on  the  watch.  This  is  not  a  major  disadvan- 
tage  in  that  the  owner  of  the  watch  can  determine  from 
other  conditions  what  the  location  of  the  hands  should 
be.  However,  if  the  watch  has  stopped  in  this  critical 
position,  it  will  be  some  tine  before  perception  of  such 
stoppage  occurs. 

Other  prior  art  devices  include  metal  shells  which 
cover  the  face  of  the  watch  making  the  reading  of  the 
time,  as  indicated  by  hands  of  the  watch,  extremely 
difficult. 

These  metal  shells  are  intended  to  convert  a 
pocket  watch  into  a  wrist  watch,  but  do  not  afford  any 
protection  to  the  crystal  of  the  watch  since  they  are 
disposed  outwardly  of  the  crystal  and  are  located, 
generally,  in  the  plane  of  the  crystal. 

The  protection  of  the  crystal  of  the  watch 
becomes  extremely  importantwhen,  as  in  many  high- 
fashion  or  mass-produced  watches,  the  crystal  is  fab- 
ricated  from  synthetic  plastics  and,  thus,  is  more 
prone  to  be  readily  abraded  or  scratched,  thus  obscur- 
ing  portions  of  the  watch  face  and,  in  addition,  detract- 
ing  from  the  decorative  effect  of  the  watch. 

A  watch  protector  according  to  the  precharacteri- 
zing  portion  of  independent  claim  1  is  disclosed  in 
GB-A-110  048.  This  known  watch  protector  is  of  the 
recited  type  having  an  apertured  metal  shell  or  cover 
overlying  the  face  of  the  watch  and  engaging  the 
watch  along  the  entirety  of  its  circumferential  extent. 

In  GB-A-101  164  there  is  disclosed  a  watch  pro- 
tector  having  a  transparent  cover  supported  by  a 
metal  rim  that  fits  on  the  bezel  of  the  watch  case.  The 
metal  rim  has  diametrally  opposed  loops  through 
which  the  straps  of  the  watch  are  adapted  to  be  pas- 
sed.  A  similar  watch  protector  is  also  disclosed  in  GB- 
A-117  30.  In  both  of  these  known  watch  protectors  the 
rim  also  engages  the  watch  along  the  entirety  of  its  cir- 
cumferential  extent. 

Reference  is  also  made  to  GB-A-1705  which  dis- 
closes  a  wrist  watch  protector  consisting  of  a  domed 

cup  of  transparent  material  adapted  to  be  passed  over 
the  watch  and  engaging  the  rim  or  edge  of  the  watch 
case  around  its  entire  circumference,  and  to  FR-A- 
501  070  which  discloses  a  resilient  ring  for  mounting 

5  to  the  rim  of  a  pocket  watch  or  wrist  watch  to  protect 
it  against  chocks.  The  protector  engages  the  entire 
circumferential  edge  portion  of  the  watch  case. 

The  object  of  the  invention  is  to  provide  a  watch 
protector  that  does  not,  in  any  way,  obscure  the  face 

10  of  the  watch,  that  does  not  require  the  straps  of  the 
watch  for  affixing  the  protector  to  the  watch,  and  that 
can  be  readily  mounted  on  and  removed  from  the 
watch,  while  avoiding  or  limiting  abrasive  contact  be- 
tween  the  protector  and  the  watch  and  isolating  the 

15  watch  from  impact. 
According  to  the  invention,  to  achieve  this,  there 

is  provided  a  watch  protector  for  a  watch  having  a 
watch  case,  a  face  and  a  crystal  overlying  said  face, 
said  case  having  an  edge  and  a  back,  said  protector 

20  having  a  surface  confronting  said  crystal  when  said 
protector  is  in  place  on  said  watch,  a  pair  of  resilient 
retainer  lugs  adapted  to  snap  over  the  edge  of  the 
watch  and  each  including  legs  projecting  transversely 
to  the  surface  of  said  protector  and  adapted  to  engage 

25  the  edge  of  the  watch  and  a  band  joining  the  ends  of 
said  legs  and  adapted  to  engage  the  back  of  said 
watch,  characterized  in  that  said  protector  comprises 
a  perimetrical  guard  portion  adapted  to  be  disposed 
adjacent  the  perimetrical  edge  of  the  crystal  to 

30  encompass  said  crystal  without  obscurement  of  the 
face  of  said  watch,  and  that  said  legs  each  have  a  land 
facing  away  from  said  surface  confronting  said  crystal 
and  engageable  with  the  upper  surface  of  the  watch 
case  surrounding  said  crystal,  said  lands  being 

35  spaced  from  said  surface  confronting  said  crystal  a 
distance  sufficient  to  space  said  surface  confronting 
said  crystal  from  said  crystal  and  said  watch  case 
when  said  protector  is  installed  on  said  watch. 

By  having  the  surface  of  the  protector  confronting 
40  the  crystal  spaced  from  the  watch  case  and  the  crys- 

tal  abrasive  contact  therebetween  is  reduced  or  pre- 
vented.  The  spacing  between  the  protector  on  the  one 
side  and  the  watch  case  and  the  crystal  on  the  other 
side  is  provided  by  the  lands  formed  on  the  legs  and 

45  spaced  from  the  underside  of  the  perimetrical  guard 
portion  and  engaging  the  watch  case  to  secure  the 
watch  in  recesses  between  lands  and  the  retainer 
bands.  The  spacing  also  isolates  the  crystal  from 
deleterious  contact  with  abrasive  elements  of  the 

so  environment. 
The  perimetrical  protector  or  guard  portion  is  of 

sufficient  height  to  isolate  the  face  of  the  watch  and 
the  overlying  crystal  from  such  abrasive  contact. 
Since  the  guard  is  perimetrically  located,  the  possibi- 

55  lity  of  edgewise  intrusion  of  an  abrasive  article  is 
eliminated. 

Because  of  the  provision  of  resilient  lugs  formed 
integrally  with  the  protector  or  guard  portion  of  the 
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perimetrical  watch  protector,  the  watch  protector  can 
be  readily  mounted  on  and  dismounted  from  operative 
relationship  with  the  associated  watch. 

Moreover,  the  perimetrical  watch  protector  is  pref- 
erably  fabricated  from  synthetic  plastic  which  is  resi- 
liency  deformable,  thus  permitting  the  deformation  of 
the  perimetrical  protector  or  guard  portion  of  the 
perimetrical  watch  protector  further  preventing  both 
abrasive  contact  with  the  watch  crystal  and  the  shat- 
tering  of  the  protector  during  such  abrasive  contact. 

The  resilient  characteristics  of  the  synthetic  plas- 
tic  from  which  the  watch  protector  can  be  fabricated 
permit  the  lugs  to  be  readily  spread  apart  to  release 
the  watch  case  from  operative  engagement  with  the 
perimetrical  watch  protector,  thus  facilitating  the  rep- 
lacement  of  one  watch  protector  with  another  watch 
protector  of  a  different  design  or  color. 

Other  features  and  advantages  of  the  watch  pro- 
tector  will  be  apparent  from  the  following  specification 
and  the  accompanying  drawings,  which  are  for  the 
purpose  of  illustration  only,  and  in  which: 

Fig.  1  is  a  top  plan  view  of  the  watch  protector 
mounted  in  overlying  relationship  with  an 
associated  wristwatch; 
Fig.  2  is  an  isometric  view  illustrating  the  manner 
in  which  the  resilient  lugs  of  the  watch  protector 
engage  the  edges  and  back  of  the  watch; 
Fig.  3  is  a  top  plan  view  of  the  watch  protector; 
Fig.  4  is  a  side  elevational  view  of  the  watch  pro- 
tector  taken  from  the  broken  line  4-4  of  Fig.  3;  and 
Fig.  5  is  a  view  taken  from  the  broken  line  5-5  of 
Fig.  3. 
Referring  to  the  drawings,  and  particularly  to 

Figs.  1-2  thereof,  we  show  a  wristwatch  10  incorpo- 
rated  in  a  case  12  having  a  generally  circular  configu- 
ration  and  including  an  edge  14  of  correspondingly 
circular  configuration  with  a  back  16.  Straps  18  facili- 
tate  the  securement  of  the  watch  1  0  to  the  wrist  of  the 
wearer  of  the  watch. 

Mounted  upon  the  watch  case  12  is  a  perimetrical 
watch  protector  20,  said  perimetrical  watch  protector 
having  a  perimetrical  watch  or  guard  portion  22  which 
is  disposed  adjacent  the  perimetrical  edge  of  the 
watch  crystal  24  through  which  the  hands  26  of  the 
watch  can  be  observed. 

Because  the  watch  case  12  and  crystal  24  of  the 
watch  10  are  of  circular  configuration,  the  perimetrical 
guard  or  protector  portion  22  is  correspondingly  cir- 
cular  in  configuration,  but  it  is  not  intended  that  all 
embodiments  of  the  watch  guard  or  watch  protector  of 
the  invention  be  limited  to  that  configuration  since  it 
can  be  fabricated  to  conform  to  other  watch  case 
shapes,  such  as  rectangular,  square  or  the  like. 

Moreover,  the  protector  or  guard  portion  22  can 
be  fabricated  in  any  desired  cross-sectional  configu- 
ration,  although  it  is  imperative  that  the  vertical  thick- 
ness  A-A,  FIG.  4,  of  the  perimetrical  protector  or  guard 
portion  be  sufficient  to  satisfactorily  isolate  the  watch 

crystal  24  from  abrasive  contact.  However,  unlike 
prior  watch  guards  or  protectors,  no  obscurement  of 
the  face  or  hands  26  of  the  watch  1  0  occurs. 

Although  it  is  preferred  that  the  perimetrical 
5  watch  protector  20  be  fabricated  from  synthetic  plastic 

material  such  as  polyethylene,  polypropylene  or  other 
plastic  materials  having  resilient  characteristics,  it  will 
be  obvious  to  those  skilled  in  the  art  that  a  wide  var- 
iety  of  different  materials  can  be  utilized  in  substitu- 

10  tion  therefor.  It  is  also  intended  that  the  protector  20 
be  provided  in  a  wide  variety  of  colors  and  surface 
textures.  In  addition,  the  area  of  the  protector  or  guard 
portion  22  may  be  extended  outwardly  to  provide  vari- 
ous  artistic  configurations  such  as  flower  petals  or  the 

15  like. 
Formed  integrally  with  the  protector  or  guard  por- 

tion  22  is  a  pair  of  retainer  lugs  28  which  include  legs 
32  extending  rearwardly  across  the  relevant  portions 
of  the  edge  14  of  the  watch  case  12.  Formed  integrally 

20  with  the  legs  are  retainer  bands  34  which  underlie  the 
back  16  of  the  watch  10. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  retainer  lugs  28  as  consti- 
tuted  by  the  legs  32  and  retainer  bands  34  define 
elongated  apertures  which  permit  the  protrusion  of 

25  the  relevant  portions  of  the  watch  case  through  the 
lugs  28  and  which  permit  the  secure  engagement  of 
said  watch  case. 

Each  of  the  legs  32  is  provided  with  a  watch  case 
engaging  land  36,  as  best  shown  in  FIGS.  4-6  of  the 

30  drawings.  The  lands  36  engage  the  upper  surface  of 
the  watch  case,  as  best  shown  in  FIG.  5,  and  securely 
locate  the  case  in  recesses  or  receptacles  38  defined 
between  the  retainer  bands  34  and  the  lands  36. 

Consequently,  a  space  B  is  created  between  the 
35  top  of  the  watch  case  12  and  the  underside  of  the 

perimetrical  guard  or  protector  portion  22.  Therefore, 
the  case  12  is  normally  isolated  from  abrasive  or  other 
deleterious  contacts.  The  space  B,  as  best  shown  in 
FIG.  5,  permits  the  underside  of  the  perimetrical 

40  guard  or  protector  portion  22  to  totally  isolate  the  crys- 
tal  24  in  the  same  manner  as  the  watch  case  12  is  iso- 
lated  and  breakage  and  abrasion  of  the  crystal  24  are 
substantially  eliminated. 

As  will  be  readily  apparent  to  those  skilled  in  the 
45  art,  the  perimetrical  watch  protector  20  can  be  formed 

in  a  wide  variety  of  alternative  configurations  and 
designs,  and  it  is  not  intended  that  the  circular  con- 
figuration  of  the  guard  or  protector  be  considered  as 
limiting. 

so  The  installation  of  the  perimetrical  watch  protec- 
tor  20  upon  the  watch  10  is  accomplsihed  with  ease 
previously  unknown  in  watch  protectors  since  the 
highly  resilient  retaining  lugs  28  may  be  spread  to  per- 
mit  them  to  be  snapped  over  the  relevant  edge  por- 

55  tions  12  and  back  16  of  the  associated  watch.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  one  of  the  most  desirable  ways  of  ins- 
talling  the  watch  protector  20  is  to  engage  one  of  the 
retaining  lugs  28  with  one  area  of  the  edge  12  of  the 

3 
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watch  10  and  then  engage  the  opposite  retaining  lug 
28  over  the  opposed  portion  of  the  edge  14  of  the 
watch  case  12. 

Therefore,  it  is  not  necessary,  as  in  many  prior  art 
devices,  to  mount  the  watch  guard  in  operative  rela- 
tionship  with  the  watch  face  by  engagement  of  por- 
tions  of  the  guard  with  the  straps  of  the  watch. 

Claims 

1  .  Watch  protector  for  a  watch  having  a  watch 
case  (12),  a  face  and  a  crystal  (24)  overlying  said 
face,  said  case  (12)  having  an  edge  (14)  and  a  back 
(16),  said  protector  having  a  surface  confronting  said 
crystal  (24)  when  said  protector  is  in  place  on  said 
watch  (10),  a  pair  of  resilient  retainer  lugs  (28)  adap- 
ted  to  snap  over  the  edge  (14)  of  the  watch  (10)  and 
each  including  legs  (32)  projecting  transversely  to  the 
surface  of  said  protector  and  adapted  to  engage  the 
edge  (14)  of  the  watch  (10)  and  a  band  (34)  joining  the 
ends  of  said  legs  (32)  and  adapted  to  engage  the  back 
(16)  of  said  watch  (10), 

characterized  in  that  said  protector  comprises 
a  perimetrical  guard  portion  (22)  adapted  to  be  dis- 
posed  adjacent  the  perimetrical  edge  of  the  crystal 
(24)  to  encompass  said  crystal  (24)  without  obscure- 
ment  of  the  face  of  said  watch  (1  0),  and  that  said  legs 
(32)  each  have  a  land  (36)  facing  away  from  said  sur- 
face  confronting  said  crystal  (24)  and  engageable 
with  the  upper  surface  of  the  watch  case  (12)  sur- 
rounding  said  crystal  (24),  said  lands  (36)  being 
spaced  from  said  surface  confronting  said  crystal  (24) 
a  distance  sufficient  to  space  said  surface  confront- 
ing  said  crystal  (24)  from  said  crystal  (24)  and  said 
watch  case  (12)  when  said  protector  is  installed  on 
said  watch  (10). 

2.  Watch  protector  according  to  claim  1  ,  charac- 
terized  in  that  said  perimetrical  guard  portion  (22)  is 
circular  and  is  resilient  to  permit  the  deflection  thereof 
to  absorb  inadvertent  blows  to  which  said  crystal  (24) 
and  case  (12)  might  be  subjected. 

3.  Watch  protector  according  to  claim  1  ,  charac- 
terized  in  that  said  perimetrical  guard  portion  (22)  is 
a  frame  member  surrounding  an  aperture  for  viewing 
said  watch  face  and  having  a  configuration  substan- 
tially  the  same  as  the  peripheral  configuration  of  the 
crystal  (24)  of  the  watch  (10)  on  which  the  protector 
is  to  be  installed. 

4.  Watch  protector  according  to  claim  1  ,  charac- 
terized  in  that  said  perimetrical  guard  portion  (22)  has 
an  annular  configuration. 

Patentanspruche 

1.  Uhrenschutz  fur  eine  Uhr,  die  ein  Uhrengehau- 
se  (12),  ein  Zifferblatt  und  ein  Glas  (24)  hat,  das  uber 

dem  Ziffernblatt  liegt,  wobei  das  Gehause  (12)  einen 
Rand  (14)  und  eine  Ruckseite  (16)  hat,  wobei  der 
Schutz  eine  Oberflache  hat,  die  dem  Glas  (24)  zuge- 
wandt  ist,  wenn  der  Schutz  an  der  Uhr  (10)  ange- 

5  bracht  ist,  ein  Paar  elastischer  Halteansatze  (28), 
welche  so  ausgebildet  sind,  daft  sie  uber  den  Rand 
(14)  der  Uhr  (10)  schnappen,  und  jeweils  Schenkel 
(32)  aufweisen,  die  quer  zur  Oberflache  des  Schut- 
zes  vorstehen  und  so  ausgebildet  sind,  daft  sie  den 

10  Rand  (14)  der  Uhr  (10)  erfassen,  und  ein  Band  (34), 
das  die  Enden  der  Schenkel  (32)  verbindet  und  so 
ausgebildet  ist,  dali  es  die  Ruckseite  (16)  der  Uhr  (1  0) 
erfalit, 

dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dali  der  Schutz  ei- 
15  nen  Umfangsschutzteil  (22)  umfalit,  der  an  dem  Um- 

fangsrand  des  Glases  (24)  angeordnet  wird,  urn  das 
Glas  (24)  ohne  Abdeckung  des  Zifferblattes  der  Uhr 
(10)  zu  umfassen,  und  dali  die  Schenkel  (32)  jeweils 
einen  Vorsprung  (36)  haben,  welcher  von  der  dem 

20  Glas  (24)  zugewandten  Oberflache  abgewandt  ist 
und  mit  der  oberen  Oberflache  des  Uhrengehauses 
(12)  in  Eingriff  bringbar  ist,  die  das  Glas  umschlielit, 
wobei  die  Vorsprunge  (36)  in  einem  Abstand  von  der 
dem  Glas  (24)  zugewandten  Oberflache  angeordnet 

25  sind,  welcher  ausreichend  ist,  urn  die  Oberflache,  die 
dem  Glas  (24)  zugewandt  ist,  auf  Abstand  von  dem 
Glas  (24)  und  dem  Uhrengehause  (12)  zu  halten, 
wenn  der  Schutz  an  der  Uhr  (10)  angebracht  ist. 

2.  Uhrenschutz  nach  Anspruch  1,  dadurch  ge- 
30  kennzeichnet,  dali  der  Umfangsschutzteil  (  22  )  kreis- 

formig  und  elastisch  ist,  urn  eine  Biegung  desselben 
zu  erlauben  und  versehentliche  Schlage,  welchen 
das  Glas  (24)  und  das  Gehause  (12)  ausgesetzt  sein 
konnten,  zu  absorbieren. 

35  3.  Uhrenschutz  nach  Anspruch  1,  dadurch  ge- 
kennzeichnet,  dali  der  Umfangsschutzteil  (22)  ein 
Rahmenteil  ist,  das  eine  Offnung  zum  Betrachten  des 
Uhrenzifferblattes  umschlielit  und  eine  Konf  iguration 
hat,  die  im  wesentlichen  gleich  der  Umfangskonfigu- 

40  ration  des  Glases  (24)  der  Uhr  (10)  ist,  an  welcher  der 
Schutz  anzubringen  ist. 

4.  Uhrenschutz  nach  Anspruch  1,  dadurch  ge- 
kennzeichnet,  dali  der  Umfangsschutzteil  (22)  eine 
ringformige  Konfiguration  hat. 

45 

Revendications 

1.  Dispositif  de  protection  peripherique  d'une 
so  montre  comportant  un  boitier  de  montre  (12),  une 

face  avant  et  un  verre  (24)  surmontant  cette  face 
avant,  ce  boitier  (12)  ayant  un  bord  (14)  et  un  dos  (16), 
le  dispositif  de  protection  ayant  une  surface  en  regard 
du  verre  de  montre  (24)  lorsque  le  dispositif  de  pro- 

55  tection  est  en  place  sur  la  montre  (10),  une  paire  de 
pattes  de  retenue  elastiques  (28)  adaptees  de 
maniere  a  s'encliqueter  par-dessus  le  bord  (14)  de  la 
montre  (10)  et  comportant  chacune  des  branches 

4 
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(32)  faisant  saillie  transversalement  par  rapport  a  la 
surface  du  dispositif  de  protection  et  adaptees  de 
maniere  a  venir  en  contact  avec  le  bord  (14)  de  la 
montre  (10),  et  une  bande  (34)  reliant  les  extremites 
des  branches  (32)  et  adaptee  de  maniere  a  venir  en  5 
contact  avec  le  dos  (16)  de  la  montre  (10), 

caracterise  en  ce  que  le  dispositif  de  protection 
comprend  une  portion  (22)  de  protection  du  perimetre 
adaptee  de  maniere  a  etre  placee  adjacente  au  bord 
du  perimetre  du  verre  (24),  af  in  d'entourer  ce  verre  10 
(24)  sans  obscurcir  la  face  avant  de  la  montre  (1  0),  et 
en  ce  que  les  branches  (32)  comportent  chacune  une 
portee  (36)  tournee  a  I'oppose  de  la  surface  situee  en 
regard  du  verre  de  montre  (24)  et  venant  en  contact 
avec  la  surface  superieure  du  boitier  de  montre  (12)  15 
entourant  le  verre  de  montre  (24),  ces  portees  (36) 
etant  espacees  de  ladite  surface  situee  en  regard  du 
verre  de  montre  (24)  d'une  distance  suffisante  pour 
espacer  la  surface  tournee  vers  le  verre  de  montre 
(24)  par  rapport  a  ce  verre  de  montre  (24)  et  au  boitier  20 
de  montre  (12),  lorsque  le  dispositif  de  protection  est 
monte  sur  la  montre  (10). 

2.  Dispositif  de  protection  d'une  montre  suivantla 
revendication  1  caracterise  en  ce  que  la  portion  (22) 
de  protection  du  perimetre  est  circulaire  et  elle  est  25 
elastique  af  in  de  permettre  sa  flexion  pour  absorber 
des  chocs  eventuels  auxquels  le  verre  de  montre  (24) 
et  le  boitier  de  montre  (12)  pourraient  etre  soumis. 

3.  Dispositif  de  protection  d'une  montre  suivantla 
revendication  1  caracterise  en  ce  que  la  portion  (22)  30 
de  protection  du  perimetre  est  un  element  formant 
cadre  entourant  une  ouverture  pour  permettre 
I'observation  de  la  face  avant  de  la  montre  et  ayant 
une  forme  qui  est  sensiblement  la  meme  que  la  forme 
de  la  peripheric  du  verre  (24)  de  la  montre  (10)  sur  35 
laquelle  le  dispositif  de  protection  est  monte. 

4.  Dispositif  de  protection  d'une  montre  suivantla 
revendication  1  caracterise  en  ce  que  la  portion  (22) 
de  protection  du  perimetre  a  une  forme  annulaire. 
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