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(54) Apparatus for connecting to an electrical source

(57) An apparatus is disclosed for connecting a pow-
er supply to an electronic device. The apparatus com-
prises a first case having an insertion opening and a plu-
rality of terminal-receiving grooves extending outwardly
from an inner circumference of the insertion opening. A
second case is coupled to the first case to form a receiving
space. A rotary member is rotatably inserted in the inser-

tion opening and having slots formed on at least one sur-
face to align with the terminal-receiving grooves of the
first case when the rotary member is turned in a first di-
rection in a predetermined angle. A plug terminal assem-
bly installed in the rotary member. In a first state, the plug
terminal assembly is positioned approximately vertically
upward. In a second state, the plug terminal assembly
collapses to an approximately horizontal position.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an apparatus
for connecting electrical sources and more particularly,
to an apparatus connecting electrical sources to an elec-
trical device with an improved structure for folding and
unfolding a plug terminal.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Figure 1 is a perspective view that illustrates a
related art electrical connecting apparatus, such as a
power adapter having a collapsible two-pronged plug.
Figure 2 is a section view that illustrates the related art
electrical connecting apparatus. The related art electrical
connecting apparatus includes a case 21, and a plug
terminal 22 installed at a front surface of the case 21.
[0003] The plug terminal 22 is rotatable about a hinge
portion 22a. Within the case 21, a circuit board 23 couples
to the plug terminal 22. The circuit board 23 converts a
high voltage into a low voltage.
[0004] The plug terminal 22 may be connected to a
power supply unit C, such as a wall mount electrical sock-
et to receive the high voltage. Extending out of the case
21, an output terminal 24 connected to the circuit board
23 outputs the low voltage. The low voltage may be used
to power an electronic device, not shown, such as a mo-
bile communication terminal. Formed on the case 21, a
rectangular plug-receiving cavity 25 receives the plug ter-
minal 22 in a folded position.
[0005] In the related art electrical connecting appara-
tus, the plug terminal 22 after an extended period of use
becomes loose rotates in an undesirable direction.
[0006] This causes inconvenience to the user when
inserting the plug terminal into a wall socket. Thus, there
is a need for an improved electrical connecting apparatus
that is more robust and provides advantages and more
convenience to a user.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] Features and advantages of the invention will
be set forth in the description which follows, and in part
will be apparent from the description, or may be learned
by practice of the invention. The objectives and other
advantages of the invention will be realized and attained
by the structure particularly pointed out in the written de-
scription and claims hereof as well as the appended
drawings.
[0008] An object of the present invention is to provide
an electrical connecting apparatus that provides simpli-
fied folding and unfolding of a plug terminal. Another ob-
ject of the present invention is to provide simplified folding
and unfolding of the plug terminal to improve a user’s

convenience. Another object of the present invention is
to improve reliability of an electrical connecting apparatus
by maintaining firmness of the plug terminal after repeat-
ed folding and unfolding.
[0009] In one embodiment, an apparatus is disclosed
for connecting a power supply to an electronic device.
The apparatus comprises a first case having an insertion
opening and a plurality of terminal-receiving grooves ex-
tending outwardly from an inner circumference of the in-
sertion opening. A second case couples to the first case
to form a receiving space. A rotary member is rotatably
inserted in the insertion opening and having slots formed
on at least one surface to align with the terminal-receiving
grooves of the first case when the rotary member is
turned in a first direction in a predetermined angle.
[0010] A plug terminal assembly installed in the rotary
member. In a first state, the plug terminal assembly is
positioned approximately vertically upward in relation
with a top surface of the first case. In a second state, the
plug terminal assembly collapses to an approximately
horizontal position in relation to the top surface of the first
case such that terminal ends of the plug terminal assem-
bly are positioned in the terminal-receiving grooves when
the rotary member is turned in the first direction in the
predetermined angle.
[0011] In a second embodiment, a collapsible plug as-
sembly is disclosed. The assembly comprises a first case
having an insertion opening and a plurality of terminal-re-
ceiving grooves extending from an inner circumference
of the insertion opening. A second case couples to the
first case to form a receiving space. A boss portion is
extended from inside the second case to correspond with
the insertion opening. A rotary member is rotatably in-
serted in the insertion opening and having slots formed
on at least one surface to align with the terminal-receiving
grooves of the first case when the rotary member is
turned in a first direction in a predetermined angle.
[0012] A plug terminal assembly is installed in the ro-
tary member. In a first state, the plug terminal assembly
is positioned approximately vertically upward in relation
with a top surface of the first case. In a second state, the
plug terminal assembly collapses to an approximately
horizontal position in relation to the top surface of the first
case such that terminal ends of the plug terminal assem-
bly are positioned in the terminal-receiving grooves when
the rotary member is turned in the first direction in the
predetermined angle.
[0013] Additional features and advantages of the in-
vention will be set forth in the description which follows,
and in part will be apparent from the description, or may
be learned by practice of the invention. It is to be under-
stood that both the foregoing general description and the
following detailed description of the present invention are
exemplary and explanatory and are intended to provide
further explanation of the invention as claimed.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] The accompanying drawings, which are includ-
ed to provide a further understanding of the invention and
are incorporated in and constitute a part of this specifi-
cation, illustrate embodiments of the invention and to-
gether with the description serve to explain the principles
of the invention. Features, elements, and aspects of the
invention that are referenced by the same numerals in
different figures represent the same, equivalent, or sim-
ilar features, elements, or aspects in accordance with
one or more embodiments.

Figure 1 is a perspective view that illustrates an elec-
trical connecting apparatus in accordance with the
related art.
Figure 2 is a sectional view that illustrates the elec-
trical connecting apparatus in accordance with the
related art.
Figure 3 is a perspective view that illustrates an elec-
trical connecting apparatus in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention.
Figure 4 is an exploded perspective view of the elec-
trical connecting apparatus of Figure 3 in accordance
with one embodiment of the present invention.
Figure 5 is a sectional view taken along line I-I of
Figure 3.
Figure 6 is an enlarged perspective view that illus-
trates a plug terminal assembly of the electrical con-
necting apparatus in folded and unfolded states, in
accordance with one embodiment of the present in-
vention.
Figure 7 is a perspective view that illustrates an elec-
trical connecting apparatus in accordance with an-
other embodiment of the present invention.
Figure 8 is an exploded perspective view that illus-
trates the electrical connecting apparatus in accord-
ance with another embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
Figure 9 is a sectional view taken along line II-II of
Figure 7.
Figure 10 is an enlarged perspective view that illus-
trates a folded/unfolded state of a plug terminal as-
sembly of the electrical connecting apparatus in ac-
cordance with another embodiment of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0015] Reference will now be made in detail to the pre-
ferred embodiments of the present invention, examples
of which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings.
Referring to Figures 3 and 4, the electrical connecting
apparatus 100 comprises a first case 110, a second case
120, and a rotary member 130. An insertion opening 111
for the rotary member 130 is provided proximal to a cen-
tral portion of the first case 110. A plurality of terminal-re-

ceiving grooves 112 extends from an inner circumference
surface of the insertion opening 111. The first case 110
couples to a second case 120 to form a receiving space
therein. A boss portion 122 extends upward from the in-
ner surface of second case 120, as shown in Figure 4.
[0016] The boss portion 122 corresponds to the inser-
tion opening 111. A rotary member 130 is rotatably in-
stalled within the insertion opening 111 of the first case
110. Slots 131 are disposed within the rotary member
130, preferable parallel to each other. Slots 131 line up
with the terminal-receiving grooves 112 when the rotary
member is rotated in a first direction in a predetermined
or specified angle.
[0017] Connection plates 140 installed at the boss por-
tion 122 of the second case 120 connect to a printed
circuit board 160. A plug terminal assembly 150, com-
prising for example a pair of elongated electric terminals,
is rotatably installed at a bottom portion of the rotary
member 130.
[0018] In one embodiment, a first portion of the assem-
bly 150, when installed, contacts each of the connection
plates 140. A second portion of the assembly 150 pen-
etrates the insertion opening 111 of the first case 110 for
exposing the plug terminal assembly 150 outside of the
first case 110.
Referring to Figs. 4 and 6, a finger insertion groove 113
is preferably formed at the terminal-receiving groove 111
to allow a user conveniently unfold the plug terminal as-
sembly 150 when it is in a folded state. The finger inser-
tion groove 113 is deep enough to allow for the tip of a
user’s finger to come in contact with the plug terminal
assembly 150, when it is in a folded state. In a preferred
embodiment, the finger insertion groove 113 is approxi-
mately 10mm wide.
[0019] Referring back to Figure 4, a flange 133 is dis-
posed around an outer edge of the rotary member 130.
While inserted in the insertion opening 111, the flange
133 prevents the rotary member 130 from unintentionally
slipping out from the first case 110.
[0020] Referring to Figure 5, inside the first case 110,
a stopping groove 114 is formed near the insertion open-
ing 111. A stopper 134 is formed at an outer circumfer-
ential surface of the rotary member 130. The stopper 134
corresponds with the stopping groove 114. When a user
rotates the rotary member 130 to fold or unfold the plug
terminal assembly 150, a rotating angle of the rotary
member 130 is restricted. Preferably, the rotary member
130 is restricted to a maximum predetermined angle. The
plug terminal assembly 150 provides two elongated elec-
tric terminals: a first terminal 151 and a second terminal
152. The first and second terminals 151, 152 insert into
the slots 131 a, 131 b of the rotary member 130.
[0021] Referring to Figures 4 and 5, a shaft 153, formed
of an insulation material, for example, connects the first
terminal 151 with the second terminal 152. The shaft can
be rotatably inserted into a shaft groove 132 of the rotary
member 130. A groove 154 is formed in the middle of the
shaft 153. A protrusion 155 is formed at the rotary mem-
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ber 130, which corresponds with the groove 154.
[0022] In the unfolded state, when the protrusion 155
is inserted in the groove 154, the plug terminal assembly
150 firmly maintains the unfolded state. First connection
protrusions 156 are formed at a first end of the first and
second terminals 151, 152.
[0023] Second connection protrusions 141 are formed
at each of the connection plates 140 corresponding to
the first connection protrusions 156.
[0024] In the unfolded state, the first connection pro-
trusions 156 contact the second contact protrusions 141.
A second end of each of the first and second terminals
151, 152 pass through the insertion opening 111 of the
first case 110 to extend outside of the first case 110. In
the folded state, the first connection protrusions 156 of
the first and second terminals 151,152 do not contact the
second connection protrusions 141.
[0025] That is, the second end of each of the first and
second terminals 151,152 is inserted in the terminal-re-
ceiving grooves 112, respectively. As the rotary member
130 is rotated, each of the slots 131 a, 131 b of the rotary
member 130 is aligned with a corresponding terminal-re-
ceiving groove 112, thus, allowing the folding of the plug
terminal assembly 150.
[0026] Referring to Figures 4-6, the procedure for fold-
ing and unfolding the plug terminal assembly 150 is here-
in described. As shown in Figure 6, a plug terminal as-
sembly 150 is depicted as dotted lines in the folded state.
To unfold the plug terminal assembly 150, the user puts
a finger in the finger insertion opening 113 and flips up-
ward the first terminal 151. In this example, because the
shaft 153 is rotatably connected with the shaft groove
132, the plug terminal assembly 150 rotates about the
shaft 153 so that both the first and second terminals 151,
152 extend approximately vertically upward in relation to
outer surface of the first unit 110.
[0027] When the plug terminal assembly 150 is com-
pletely rotated, the protrusion 155 is inserted in the
groove 154, thereby firmly maintaining the unfolded state
of the plug terminal assembly 150. As a user rotates the
plug terminal assembly 150 in a clockwise direction, for
example, the rotary member 130 rotates clockwise. The
slots 131 of the rotary member 130 become distally lo-
cated from the terminal-receiving grooves 112 causing
a contact to be maintained between the first contact pro-
trusions 153 and the second contact protrusions 141. In
the unfolded state, a support portion 112 supports the
plug terminal assembly 150, thereby firmly maintaining
the unfolded state.
[0028] To change the plug terminal assembly 150 from
the unfolded to the folded state, the user rotates the plug
terminal assembly 150 counterclockwise, for example.
[0029] The rotary member 130 rotates in a coun-
ter-clockwise direction a result. The slots 131 of the rotary
member 130 align with the terminal-receiving grooves
113. In the folded state, the first contact protrusions 153
do not contact the second contact protrusions 141. Con-
sequently, when a user presses on the first terminal 151

or the second terminal 152, the plug terminal assembly
150 rotates about the shaft 153 because the shaft 153
is rotatably inserted in the shaft groove 132 of the rotary
member 130. When the plug terminal assembly 150 is
completely rotated, the first terminal 151 and the second
terminal 152 are received in the terminal-receiving
grooves 113.
[0030] Referring to Figure 7, the electrical connecting
apparatus 200 in accordance with another embodiment
of the present invention comprises a first case 210, a
second case 220, and a rotary member 230. The first
case 210 has an insertion opening 211 proximate to the
center. In addition, the first case 210 has a plurality of
terminal-receiving grooves 213 extending outward from
the inner circumference of the insertion opening 211. The
first case 210 is coupled to the second case 220 to form
a receiving space.
[0031] Referring to Figure 8, a boss portion 222, in this
example ring-shaped, extends from interior surface of
the second case 220 to correspond with the insertion
opening 211. A rotary member 230 is rotatably installed
within the insertion opening 211 of the first case 210.
Slots 231 are disposed within the rotary member 230 and
correspond to the terminal-receiving grooves 21. Con-
nection plates 240 are installed at both sides of the boss
portion 222 of the second case 220. The connection
plates 240 contact a printed circuit board 260 and a plug
terminal assembly 250 inserted in the rotary member
230.
[0032] One end (lower portion) of the rotary member
230 contacts each of the connection plates 240. The oth-
er end (upper portion) of the rotary plate 230 passes
through the insertion opening 211 of the first case 210
so as to pass through outside of the first case 210. A
terminal support member 270, installed in the boss por-
tion 222, rotatably supports the plug terminal assembly
250. Preferably, a finger insertion groove 213 is formed
at the terminal-receiving groove 211 so that a user may
conveniently fold or unfold the plug terminal assembly
250.
[0033] As for a structure of the rotary member 230, a
flange 233 is formed around an outer circumference of
the rotary member 230. The flange 233 secures the rotary
member 230 while rotatably inserted in the insertion
opening 211 to the first case 210.
[0034] A stopping groove 214 is formed inside the first
case 210 near the insertion opening 211. At an outer
circumferential surface of the rotary member 230, a stop-
per 234 is formed to correspond with the stopping groove
214. When a user rotates the rotary member 230 to fold
or unfold the plug terminal assembly 250, a rotating angle
of the rotary member 230 is restricted, namely, the rotary
member 230 may be rotated only up to a specified angle.
[0035] The plug terminal assembly 250 includes two
terminals: a first terminal 251 and a second terminal 252.
The first terminal 251 and the second terminal 252 are
inserted in the slots 231 of the rotary member 230. A
shaft 253 formed of an insulation material, for example,
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connects the first terminal 251 with the second terminal
252. A connection protrusion 256 is formed at first end
of each of the first and second terminals 251 and 252. A
plurality of connection grooves 241, which are formed at
each connection plate 240, correspond to the connection
protrusion 256. In the unfolded state of the plug terminal
assembly 250, the connection protrusions 256 of the first
and second terminals 251 and 252 elastically contact the
connection grooves 241. Second ends of each of the first
and second terminals 251, 252 detachably insert into the
insertion opening 211 to extend outside of the first case
210.
[0036] In the folded state of the plug terminal assembly
250, the contact protrusions 256 of the first and second
terminals 251, 252 do not contact the connection grooves
241. In the folded state, the end portions of the first and
second terminals 251, 252 are inserted in the terminal-re-
ceiving grooves 212 of the first case 210.
[0037] As a user rotates the rotary member 230, each
of the slots 231 of the rotary member 230 are selectively
aligned with terminal-receiving grooves 212 of the first
case 210, thereby providing for folding of the plug termi-
nal assembly 250. A shaft 222a is preferably formed at
the central location of the boss portion 222. A shaft hole
271 is formed at the center of the terminal support mem-
ber 270, corresponding to the shaft 222a. Coupling rings
272 are formed at sides of the terminal support member
270. Coupling rings 272 insert along the end of the shaft
253 of the plug terminal assembly 250. A support portion
222b is formed at the boss portion 222.
[0038] The support portion 222b supports the unfolded
state of the plug terminal assembly 250.
[0039] Referring to Figures 9 and 10, operation of the
electrical connecting apparatus in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention is disclosed. As
shown, a dotted line in Figure 10 depicts the plug terminal
assembly 250 in a folded state.
[0040] To move the plug terminal assembly 250 from
the folded state to the unfolded state, a user inserts
his/her finger in the finger insertion opening 213 and pulls
the first terminal 251 in an upward fashion. Because the
shaft 253 is rotatably inserted in the rings 272 of the ter-
minal support member 270, the plug terminal assembly
250 rotates about the shaft 253.
[0041] When the user rotates the plug terminal assem-
bly 250 in a clockwise direction, for example, the rotary
member 230 and the terminal support member 270 rotate
clockwise. Afterwards, the slots 231 of the rotary member
230 from the terminal-receiving grooves 213 elastically
contact the contact protrusions 256 while being secured
within the contact grooves 241. The support portion 222b,
which is formed at the boss portion 222, and the contact
grooves 241, serve to firmly maintain the unfolded state
of the plug terminal assembly 250.
[0042] To change to the folded state from the unfolded
state, which is depicted in Figure 10 as a solid line, a
user rotates the plug terminal assembly 250 coun-
ter-clockwise, for example, to rotate the rotary member

230 in a counterclockwise direction. The slots 231 of the
rotary member 230 are linearly aligned with the termi-
nal-receiving grooves 212. In the folded state, the contact
protrusions 256 are maintained to prevent contact the
terminal-receiving grooves 212.
If the user presses down on the first terminal 251 or the
second terminal 252, the plug terminal assembly 270 is
rotated about the shaft 253 because the shaft 253 is ro-
tatably inserted in the rings 271 of the terminal support
member 270. When the plug terminal assembly 270 is
completely rotated, the first terminal 251 or the second
terminal 252 is received in the terminal-receiving grooves
212. As the first terminal 251 or the second terminal 252
is received in the terminal-receiving grooves 212, the
electrical connecting apparatus 200 can be simply and
easily maintained.
[0043] As described, the present invention the folding
and unfolding of the plug terminal is very easily per-
formed. In addition, the present invention provides for
the unfolded state of the plug terminal to be firmly main-
tained. This improvement increases a user’s conven-
ience and reliability when utilizing a plug terminal.
[0044] As the present invention may be embodied in
several forms without departing from the spirit or essen-
tial characteristics thereof, it should also be understood
that the above-described embodiments are not limited
by any of the details of the foregoing description, unless
otherwise specified, but rather should be construed
broadly within its spirit and scope as defined in the ap-
pended claims, and therefore all changes and modifica-
tions that fall within the metes and bounds of the claims,
or equivalence of such metes and bounds are therefore
intended to be embraced by the appended claims.

Claims

1. An apparatus for connecting a power supply to an
electronic device, the apparatus comprising:

a first case having an insertion opening and a
plurality of terminal-receiving grooves extending
outwardly from an inner circumference of the in-
sertion opening;
a second case coupled to the first case to form
a receiving space;
a rotary member rotatably inserted in the inser-
tion opening and having slots formed on at least
one surface to align with the terminal-receiving
grooves of the first case when the rotary member
is turned in a first direction in a predetermined
angle; and
a plug terminal assembly installed in the rotary
member so that in a first state the plug terminal
assembly is positioned approximately vertically
upward in relation with a top surface of the first
case, and in a second state the plug terminal
assembly collapses to an approximately hori-
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zontal position in relation to the top surface of
the first case such that terminal ends of the plug
terminal assembly are positioned in the termi-
nal-receiving grooves when the rotary member
is turned in the first direction in the predeter-
mined angle.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plug terminal
assembly has first and second ends, wherein in the
first state the first end electrically connects to the
power supply.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second case
further comprises a boss portion extending upward
from an inner surface of the second case in relation-
ship with the insertion opening, wherein the boss por-
tion and the insertion opening are co-centric.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, further comprising con-
nection plates installed at the boss portion.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a finger insertion
groove is formed proximal to at least one of the ter-
minal-receiving grooves.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plug terminal
assembly comprises:

at least two elongated electric terminals each
having a terminal end collapsible into the slots
of the rotary member in the second state; and
a shaft connecting the at least two elongated
electric terminals and rotatably inserted in a
shaft groove of the rotary member.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein:

a groove is formed proximal to a middle portion
of the shaft, and
a protrusion is formed at the rotary member to
correspond to the groove to provide a stop to
prevent further rotation of the rotary member.

8. The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising:

a boss portion disposed on the inside of the sec-
ond case; connection plates installed at a boss
portion;
a first connection protrusion formed at a first end
of each of the at least two elongated electric ter-
minals opposite the terminal ends, and
a second connection protrusion formed at each
of the connection plates to correspond to the
first connection protrusion of each of the at least
two elongated electric terminals.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein if the plug terminal
assembly is in the first state, the first connection pro-

trusion of each of the at least two elongated electric
terminals comes in contact with the second connec-
tion protrusion of each of the connection plates.

10. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein if the plug terminal
assembly is in the second state, each of the at least
two elongated electric terminals partially collapses
in the insertion opening of the first case.

11. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first case fur-
ther comprises:

a stopping groove formed inside the first case
near the insertion opening,
a stopper is formed at an outer circumferential
surface of the rotary member to correspond to
the stopping groove to restrict an angle of rota-
tion of the rotary member.

12. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a flange
formed around an outer circumference of the rotary
member.

13. A collapsible plug assembly comprising:

a first case having an insertion opening and a
plurality of terminal-receiving grooves extending
from an inner circumference of the insertion
opening;
a second case coupled to the first case to form
a receiving space;
a boss portion extended from inside the second
case to correspond with the insertion opening;
a rotary member rotatably inserted in the inser-
tion opening and having slots formed on at least
one surface to align with the terminal-receiving
grooves of the first case when the rotary member
is turned in a first direction in a predetermined
angle; and
a plug terminal assembly installed in the rotary
member so that in a first state the plug terminal
assembly is positioned approximately vertically
upward in relation with a top surface of the first
case, and in a second state the plug terminal
assembly collapses to an approximately hori-
zontal position in relation to the top surface of
the first case such that terminal ends of the plug
terminal assembly are positioned in the termi-
nal-receiving grooves when the rotary member
is turned in the first direction in the predeter-
mined angle.

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the plug terminal
assembly has first and second ends, wherein in the
first state the first end electrically connects to the
power supply.

15. The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising con-
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nection plates installed at both sides of the boss por-
tion and connected to a printed circuit board.

16. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein a finger insertion
groove is formed proximal to at least one of the ter-
minal-receiving grooves.

17. The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising a ter-
minal support member installed within the boss por-
tion to rotatably support the plug terminal assembly.

18. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the plug terminal
assembly comprises:

at least two elongated electric terminals each
having a terminal end collapsible into the slots
of the rotary member in the second state; and
a shaft connecting the at least two elongated
electric terminals and rotatably inserted in a
shaft groove of the rotary member.

19. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein:

a groove is formed proximal to a middle portion
of the shaft, and
a protrusion is formed at the rotary member to
correspond to the groove to provide a stop to
prevent further rotation of the rotary member.

20. The apparatus of claim 18, further comprising:

connection plates installed at the boss portion;
a first connection protrusion formed at a first end
of each of the at least two elongated electric ter-
minals opposite the terminal ends, and
a second connection protrusion formed at each
of the connection plates to correspond to the
first connection protrusion of each of the at least
two elongated electric terminals.

21. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein if the plug termi-
nal assembly is in the first state, the first connection
protrusion of each of the at least two elongated elec-
tric terminals comes in contact with the second con-
nection protrusion of each of the connection plates.

22. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein if the plug termi-
nal assembly is in the second state, each of the at
least two elongated electric terminals partially col-
lapses in the insertion opening of the first case.

23. The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising:

a stopping groove formed inside the first case
near the insertion opening, and
a stopper formed at an outer circumferential sur-
face of the rotary member to correspond with
the stopping groove so that a rotation angle of

the rotary member is restricted.

24. The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising a
flange formed around an outer circumference of the
rotary member.
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