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(54) Data processing apparatus for arc welding

(57) A data processing apparatus for processing da-
ta described in a welding operation program of an arc
welding robot system. The data processing apparatus
includes a data obtaining section for obtaining a plurality
of position and orientation data at a plurality of different
teaching points previously taught and included in the
welding operation program; a reference plane setting
section for setting a virtual reference plane as a reference
defining a geometric placement of an arc welding torch
relative to a workpiece during a welding operation, based

on the position and orientation data obtained in the data
obtaining section; an angle calculating section for calcu-
lating a plurality of angle data representing the geometric
placement of the arc welding torch at every teaching
points, by using the position and orientation data ob-
tained in the data obtaining section and the virtual refer-
ence plane set in the reference plane setting section; and
an angle processing section for performing at least one
of a displaying process and a correcting process of the
angle data calculated in the angle calculating section.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a data processing apparatus for arc welding.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] A robot system in which an arc welding torch is mounted on an arm end portion of a robot to perform arc welding
is known. In this type of arc welding robot system, one typical technique for teaching the robot a welding operation is a
so-called playback teaching technique. In the playback teaching technique, generally, the actual robot is operated by
jog-feeding in a manual mode, to move the welding torch along a welding line on a workpiece, and to make the robot
store the position and orientation of the arm at several predetermined teaching points. The orientation of the arm is set
in such a manner that the welding torch appropriately exhibits a target angle (or a work angle (JIS)) and a lead angle
(or a travel angle (JIS)) relative to the welding line at each teaching point. The robot executes a welding operation
program describing the position and orientation data at the teaching points, so as to perform the welding work. It should
be noted that both the "work angle" and the "travel angle" are angle data representing the geometric placement of the
arc welding torch with respect to the workpiece (or the welding line) during the welding operation, which will be described,
later, in more detail.
[0003] Another typical teaching technique uses an off-line programming system. In the off-line programming system,
information about the robot, welding torch, workpiece, surrounding objects and so on, is given by an off-line location
(i.e., at a location away from the actual operating environment) to a processing apparatus, so that a work-cell is defined
in the processing apparatus on the basis of the information. The work-cell is composed of the reconstruction of an actual
job site in a virtual space. The position and orientation data of the robot at the teaching points, which must be described
in the welding operation program, are determined based on the position and orientation taken by the virtual robot operating
in the work-cell. The orientation of the robot is also determined in such a manner that the virtual welding torch defined
in the work-cell exhibits appropriate work and travel angles with respect to the virtual workpiece. Then, the welding
operation program describing the position and orientation data at the teaching points is transferred to a robot controller,
to control the actual robot, so as to perform the welding work.
[0004] In the playback teaching technique described above, the position and orientation of the arm are adjusted visually
while the actual robot is operated by jog-feeding, so that it is generally difficult to perform the appropriate teaching in a
short time and a skilled operator is required. In particular, in order to accurately set the work angle and the travel angle,
which are important conditions influencing the welding quality, there is a problem in that the operation, including jog-feed-
ing, teaching and program executing, should be done by repeated trial and error, and the number of processing steps
are thus increased significantly.
[0005] On the other hand, in the off-line programming teaching technique described above, an error typically exists
between an equipment layout defined in the work-cell in the processing apparatus and an actual equipment layout, so
that, when the welding operation program provided in an off-line mode is actually executed at the job site, the welding
operation program often cannot be used in its original form. Therefore, in this case, the position and orientation data at
the teaching points have to be corrected as required. However, because the work angle and travel angle are changed
due to the data correction, it is also necessary to perform the programming work by repeated trial and error. As a result,
the problem of the increased number of processing steps cannot be solved in the off-line programming teaching technique,
just as in the playback teaching technique.
[0006] One of the reasons for the above-described problems in conventional teaching techniques is that, in the con-
ventional programming work, welding conditions including the work angle and the travel angle cannot be described
directly in the welding operation program. Further, the operator can grasp directly the position and orientation of the
robot at the teaching points from the welding operation program, but cannot grasp the work angle and travel angle of
the welding torch, corresponding to the position and orientation at the teaching points, unless the operator calculates,
as another step, the work angle and the travel angle from the position and orientation data. Therefore, for example, even
if optimal welding conditions including the work angle and the travel angle are previously recognized, it is necessary for
the operator to calculate the position and orientation data of the robot on the basis of the optimal welding conditions,
and to provide or correct the welding operation program by using the calculated position and orientation data. Thus, in
the conventional arc welding robot system, there is a problem in that a significant time is consumed for the provision
and the correction of the welding operation program.



EP 1 619 567 A2

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] It is an object of the present invention to solve the above-described problems in the conventional arc welding
robot system.
[0008] It is another object of the present invention to provide a data processing apparatus, for processing data described
in a welding operation program of an arc welding robot system, in which it is possible for an operator to easily and directly
grasp angle data as one of the welding conditions provided for an arc welding torch.
[0009] It is yet another object of the present invention to provide a data processing apparatus, for processing data
described in a welding operation program of an arc welding robot system, in which it is possible for an operator to easily
and directly correct angle data as one of the welding conditions of an arc welding torch.
[0010] In order to accomplish the above objects, the present invention provides a data processing apparatus, for
processing data described in a welding operation program of an arc welding robot system, comprising a data obtaining
section for obtaining a plurality of position and orientation data at a plurality of different teaching points previously taught
and included in the welding operation program; a reference plane setting section for setting a virtual reference plane as
a reference defining a geometric placement of an arc welding torch relative to a workpiece during a welding operation,
based on the plurality of position and orientation data obtained in the data obtaining section; an angle calculating section
for calculating a plurality of angle data representing the geometric placement of the arc welding torch at every teaching
point, by using the plurality of position and orientation data obtained in the data obtaining section and the virtual reference
plane set in the reference plane setting section; and an angle processing section for performing at least one of a displaying
process and a correcting process on the plurality of angle data calculated in the angle calculating section.
[0011] In the data processing apparatus described above, the angle processing section may include a data display
section for displaying the plurality of angle data at the plurality of teaching points.
[0012] Alternatively, the angle processing section may include a correction instructing section for instructing a correction
of desired angle data among the plurality of angle data; and a data correcting section for correcting, according to an
instruction of the correction instructing section, position and orientation data corresponding to the desired angle data
instructed in the correction instructing section among the plurality of position and orientation data obtained in the data
obtaining section.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013] The above and other objects, features and advantages of the present invention will be more apparent from the
following description of preferred embodiments in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a functional block diagram showing a basic configuration of a data processing apparatus according to the
present invention;
Figs. 2A to 2E are functional block diagrams showing various embodiments of the data processing apparatus of Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a diagram showing a positional correlation between an arc welding torch and a tool coordinate system
established in an arc welding robot system;
Fig. 4 is a diagram showing a common definition of a work angle and a travel angle, as welding conditions of an arc
welding torch;
Fig. 5 is a diagram schematically showing an arc welding robot system provided with a data processing apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 6 is a flow chart showing a data processing procedure in the data processing apparatus of Fig. 5;
Fig. 7A is a diagram showing an example of a display format for displaying several operation command lines in a
welding operation program, selected according to the data processing procedure of Fig. 6, as well as a work angle
and a travel angle at teaching points corresponding thereto;
Fig. 7B is a diagram schematically showing, along a profile of a workpiece, the teaching points described in the
operation command lines in the welding operation program of Fig. 7A;
Fig. 8 is a diagram for describing a technique for obtaining relative position data of a welding torch tip point with
respect to a workpiece, in the data processing procedure of Fig. 6;
Fig. 9 is a diagram for describing a technique for obtaining a work angle and a travel angle, in the data processing
procedure of Fig. 6;
Fig. 10 is diagram showing an example of a graphical representation of a transition of the work angle, the travel
angle and a welding speed; and
Fig. 11 is a diagram schematically showing a configuration of an arc welding robot system provided with a data
processing apparatus according to another embodiment of the present invention, wherein a workpiece support is
comprised of a robot.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0014] The embodiments of the present invention are described below, in detail, with reference to the accompanying
drawings. In the drawings, the same or similar components are denoted by common reference numerals.
[0015] Referring to the drawings, Fig. 1 shows, as a functional block diagram, a basic configuration of a data processing
apparatus 10 according to the present invention. The data processing apparatus 10 has a configuration for processing
data described in a welding operation program of an arc welding robot system, and includes a data obtaining section
14 for obtaining a plurality of position and orientation data 12 at a plurality of different teaching points previously taught
and included in the welding operation program; a reference plane setting section 16 for setting a virtual reference plane
as a reference defining geometric placement of an arc welding torch relative to a workpiece during a welding operation,
based on the plurality of position and orientation data 12 obtained in the data obtaining section 14; an angle calculating
section 18 for calculating a plurality of angle data representing the geometric placement of the arc welding torch at every
teaching points, by using the plurality of position and orientation data 12 obtained in the data obtaining section 14 and
the virtual reference plane set in the reference plane setting section 16; and an angle processing section 20 for performing
at least one of a displaying process and a correcting process, of the plurality of angle data calculated in the angle
calculating section 18.
[0016] According to the data processing apparatus 10 configured as described above, it is possible for an operator,
due to the data displaying function of the angle processing section 20, to easily and directly understand the angle data
as welding conditions corresponding to the teachings at respective teaching points in the welding operation program.
Further, it is possible for an operator, due to the data correcting function of the angle processing section 20, to easily
and directly correct the angle data. As a result, time required for the provision, the check of validation, the on-site
correction, and so on, of the welding operation program of the arc welding robot system can be reduced and, therefore,
a burden on the operator can be significantly reduced due to the reduced number of processing steps.
[0017] Figs. 2A to 2E show, as functional block diagrams, various embodiments of the data processing apparatus 10
of Fig. 1. In these embodiments, components corresponding to those of the data processing apparatus 10 of Fig. 1 are
denoted by like reference numerals, and the descriptions thereof are not repeated.
[0018] As shown in Fig. 2A, the angle processing section 20 may include a data display section 22 for displaying the
plurality of angle data calculated by the angle calculating section 18 at every teaching points included in the welding
operation program.
[0019] Alternatively, as shown in Fig. 2B, the angle processing section 20 may include a correction instructing section
24 for instructing the correction of desired angle data among the plurality of angle data calculated by the angle calculating
section 18, and a data correcting section 26 for correcting, according to the instruction of the correction instructing section
24, the position and orientation data corresponding to the desired angle data instructed in the correction instructing
section 24 among the plurality of position and orientation data 12 obtained in the data obtaining section 14.
[0020] Also, as shown in Fig. 2C, the data processing apparatus 10 may further include a simulating section 30 for
simulating the welding operation program 28. In this configuration, the data obtaining section 14 obtains the plurality of
position and orientation data at a predetermined period from the welding operation program 28 during the simulation of
the welding operation program 28 in the simulating section 30. Further, the angle calculating section 18 calculates the
plurality of angle data at the predetermined period by using the plurality of position and orientation data obtained at the
predetermined period in the data obtaining section 14 and the virtual reference plane set in the reference plane setting
section 16.
[0021] In the configuration described above, the angle processing section 20 may include a data display section 32
for displaying, graphically along a time axis, the plurality of angle data calculated in the angle calculating section 18 in
the predetermined period (see Fig. 2D.)
[0022] In this case, the data display section 32 may receive a time indication indicating a desired portion, along the
time axis, of the plurality of angle data as displayed graphically, and displays the contents described in the operation
command lines of the welding operation program 28 corresponding to the desired portion indicated by the time indication.
[0023] Alternatively, as shown in Fig. 2E, the data processing apparatus 10 may further include a speed calculating
section 34 for calculating a moving speed of the arc welding torch relative to the workpiece during the welding operation,
on the basis of the plurality of position and orientation data obtained in the data obtaining section 14 at the predetermined
period and time data representing the predetermined period, and a speed display section 36 for displaying, graphically
along a time axis, the moving speed calculated in the speed calculating section 34.
[0024] Fig. 3 shows a positional correlation between an arc welding torch and a tool coordinate system established
in a common arc welding robot system. Generally, in the arc welding robot system, as shown in Fig. 3, a tool coordinate
system is established, wherein a tip 38a of the arc welding torch 38 attached to the arm end portion of a robot is defined
as an origin, the extending direction of the torch is conformed to a Z-axis, and the front-face direction of the torch is
conformed to an X-axis. In this connection, the "front-face" of the torch means a portion of the outer circumferential
surface of the welding torch 38, facing toward a weld-advancing direction 40. In the arc welding robot system having
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the data processing apparatus according to an embodiment of the present invention as described later, it is also assumed
that a tool coordinate system is defined in the same way as described above.
[0025] With reference to Fig. 4, a common definition of a "target angle" and a "travel angle", as angle data that is one
of welding conditions of the arc welding torch, will be described. In Fig. 4, a straight line A-P-B illustrates, by way of
example, a welding path of the torch tip along a straight welding line, and a circular arc Q1-P-Q2 illustrates, by way of
example, a welding path of the torch tip along an arcuate welding line. In this connection, in order to set the work angle
and travel angle, representing the geometric placement of the arc welding torch during the welding operation with respect
to the workpiece, it is necessary to first define a virtual reference plane as a reference for the setting operation. In Fig.
4, the virtual reference plane is designated by the reference symbol Γ0. The virtual reference plane Γ0 is typically defined
as follows:

(1) In the case of the arcuate welding path Q1-P-Q2, a plane including the path Q1-P-Q2 is defined as the virtual
reference plane Γ0; and
(2) In the case of the straight welding path A-P-B, a plane including the path A-P-B and corresponding to a repre-
sentative surface portion of the workpiece is defined as the virtual reference plane Γ0.

[0026] In Fig. 4, the reference symbol <n> designates a normal vector of the virtual reference plane Γ0 thus defined,
and the reference symbol Γ1 designates a normal plane orthogonally intersecting the virtual reference plane Γ0 along
a tangent line of the welding path at the point P.
[0027] In this connection, assuming a virtual plane Γ2 that includes both the straight line extending along the extending
direction of the welding torch 33 (i.e., the direction of Z-axis of the tool coordinate system) and the tangent of the welding
line at the torch tip point 38a, an angle θ defined between the virtual reference plane Γ0 and the virtual plane Γ2 is
referred to as the "work angle".
[0028] On the other hand, when a line "g" perpendicular to the tangent of the welding line is drawn from the torch tip
point 38a on the virtual plane Γ2, an angle φ defined between the perpendicular line "g" and the straight line extending
along the extending direction of the welding torch 38 (i.e., the direction of Z-axis of the tool coordinate system) is referred
to as the "travel angle". If the illustrated angle φ is less than 0 degrees, although the angle φ may be referred to as a
"back angle" in place of the "travel angle", it is consistently referred to as the "travel angle (with a � sign)" in this
specification.
[0029] As will be understood from the above, the work angle θ represents an inclination of the welding torch 38 about
the welding line with respect to the virtual reference plane Γ0, and the travel angle φ represents an inclination of the
welding torch 38 with respect to the perpendicular line "g" orthogonal to the welding line. In the specific example as
described below, a welding operation on a generally arcuate welding line along an outer circumferential surface of a
generally cylindrical pipe is assumed and, therefore, the virtual reference plane Γ0 is defined according to (1) described
above.
[0030] Then, with reference to Figs. 5 to 10, an angle data processing procedure in a data processing apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present invention will be described. It is assumed that the data processing apparatus
according to this embodiment includes all components of the embodiments shown in Figs. 2A to 2E set forth above.
[0031] Fig. 5 schematically shows the configuration of an arc welding robot system provided with a data processing
apparatus according to an embodiment of the present invention. In the illustrated arc welding robot system, an arc
welding torch 38 is attached to an arm end portion of a robot (or a mechanical section) 42. The robot 42 is connected
to a robot controller 44 through a cable. The robot controller 44 is further connected with a manual teaching panel 46
and a personal computer 48. In this connection, a welding power supply for supplying welding voltage/welding current
to the welding torch 38 under the control of the robot controller 44 and a welding-wire feeding mechanism for the welding
torch 38 are omitted in the drawing.
[0032] In the illustrated embodiment, the welding torch 38 performs an arc welding on a pipelike workpiece W having
a cross-sectional shape showing a generally circular outer circumference, with the workpiece W positioned and fixed
on a work-table 52 of a positioner 50. The positioner 50 includes a rotating member 54 and a servo motor (not shown)
for rotationally driving the rotating member 54 about a rotation axis 56. The positioner 50 is connected to the robot
controller 44 and its operation is controlled by the robot controller 44, in the same manner as the robot 42. In the illustrated
embodiment, while the pipelike workpiece W is rotated by the positioner 50, the arc welding is performed along a generally
arcuate or circular welding line extending over one turn of the outer circumferential surface of the workpiece W.
[0033] In the illustrated arc welding robot system, either the robot controller 44 or the personal computer 48 (or a robot
simulation apparatus) may be configured as a data processing apparatus according to an embodiment of the present
invention. In either case, a welding operation program including position/orientation data for indicating the position and
orientation of the robot at the teaching points, speed command data for indicating speed commands, and the like, is
prepared.
[0034] In the case where the robot controller 44 is used as the data processing apparatus according to the present
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invention, the welding operation program is prepared within the robot controller 44. This welding operation program may
be provided, for example, through a playback teaching by a jog-feed operation as described above.
[0035] On the other hand, in the case where the personal computer 48 is used as the data processing apparatus
according to the present invention, a work-cell in which the robot 42, the welding torch 38, the positioner 50, the workpiece
W and the like, are provided in a corresponding location is defined previously within the personal computer 48. Further,
a software used for simulating the operations of the robot 42 and the positioner 50 (both defined virtually in the work-cell)
at the time of the execution of the welding operation program is prepared in the personal computer 48. Thus, the personal
computer 48 can be used as the robot simulation apparatus.
[0036] Fig. 6 shows a data processing procedure in the data processing apparatus according to the illustrated em-
bodiment. In the illustrated data processing procedure, the work angle, travel angle and welding speed are obtained
from the welding operation program given to the robot to be displayed, and the welding operation program is then
processed to be corrected in accordance with the designation of the desired work and travel angles. This data processing
is performed in the robot controller 44 when the robot controller 44 is used as the data processing apparatus and, on
the other hand, it is performed in the personal computer 48 when the personal computer 48 is used as the data processing
apparatus. Further, in the former case, an LCD provided in the manual teaching panel 46 is employed as a display unit
and, in the latter case, an LCD provided in the personal computer 48 is employed as a display unit.
[0037] The illustrated flow chart will be described in relation to the respective steps.
[0038] Step S1: A welding operation program for displaying the welding conditions (or angle data) for the purpose of
confirmation and correction is selected among a plurality of robot programs previously set in the robot 42. The selection
of the program may be performed, for example, by an operator in such a manner as to call a list of the robot programs
on a display screen and to designate the desired program thereon.
[0039] Step S2: In the selected welding operation program, command lines for the welding operation are also selected.
Fig. 7A shows, by way of example, the welding-operation command lines and other command lines just before and after
the welding-operation command lines, in the welding operation program selected in step S1. The 13th to 15th lines,
enclosed by a broken line, are the welding-operation command lines. These operation command lines include the
instruction of "the positioning at POSITION [2] in respective-axes motion mode (the 13th line), the movement through
POSITION [3] to POSITION [4] along the circular and arcuate path defined by POSITION [2] to POSITION [4] (the 14th
line), and the movement through POSITION [5] to POSITION [6] along the circular and arcuate path defined by POSITION
[4] to POSITION [6] (the 15th line)." In an actual program, a command for turning-on the welding torch is provided, e.g.,
immediately before the 13th line, but an illustration thereof is omitted in the drawing.
[0040] As shown in Fig. 7B, POSITION [2] to POSITION [6], as five teaching points, correspond to five points on one
circular arc W1 (having a center W0) along the outer circumference of the pipelike workpiece W, and the position and
orientation data for each point (i.e., the data for the robot 42 and the positioner 50) are stored in a memory. In this
connection, the positions of POSITION [2] and POSITION [6] are typically close to each other, but the orientations thereof
are variously selectable.
[0041] As shown in Fig. 7A, it is possible to display the values of the work angles and travel angles at the respective
teaching points included in the selected operation command lines on a display screen, in close proximity to the indication
of the welding operation program. The angle data is displayed only after step S6 described below is completed, and
numerical-value indicating spaces are thus blank (or set to zero) at the above step S2. Actually, the time after the
completion of step S2 till the completion of step S6 is very short and, for example, is less than 1 second.
[0042] Step S3: The position and orientation data of the robot 42 and the positioner 50 are obtained for each teaching
point (i.e., POSITION [2] to POSITION [6]).
[0043] Step S4: For each teaching point, the relative position and orientation data of the torch tip point 38a with respect
to the workpiece W are obtained in the following manner.
[0044] As shown in Fig. 8, a transformation matrix M1 is defined, which provides the transformation from the posi-
tion/orientation data with respect to a reference point (e.g., the origin of the base coordinate system) 58 of the robot 42
into the position/orientation data with respect to the tip point 38a of the welding torch 38. On the other hand, in the
positioner 50, a certain coordinate system (hereinafter referred to as a positioner-base coordinate system) is defined
for its driving mechanism, and a certain coordinate system (hereinafter referred to as a positioner-motion representative
coordinate system) representative of the operating position of the positioner 50 is defined. Then, a transformation matrix
M2 is defined, which provides the transformation from the position/orientation data with respect to a reference point
(e.g., the origin of the positioner-base coordinate system) 60 of the positioner 50 into the position/orientation data with
respect to the origin 62 of the positioner-motion representative coordinate system. Further, a transformation matrix M3
is defined, which provides the transformation from the position/orientation data with respect to the reference point 58 of
the robot 42 into the position/orientation data with respect to the reference point 60 of the positioner 50. Still further, a
transformation matrix M21 is defined, which provides the transformation from the position/orientation data with respect
to the origin 62 of the positioner-motion representative coordinate system into the position/orientation data with respect
to the tip point 38a of the welding torch 38. The matrix M21 is expressed by the following formula: 
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[0045] The matrixes M21 for all teaching points in the selected operation command lines are also obtained in the same
way.
[0046] At this time, each M21 indicates the relative position and the relative orientation, of the tip point 38a of the
welding torch 38 with respect to the positioner-motion representative coordinate system of the positioner 50 (i.e., the
disposition of the workpiece W) at the corresponding teaching point.
[0047] Step S5: Based on the relative position and orientation data obtained in step S4, a welding center point (including
the orientation thereof) is obtained by using an elliptic approximation technique as described below.
[0048] Generally, a transformation matrix between two different position and orientation data can be expressed in the
form of (x, y, z, w, p, r). In this connection, x, y, z represent a relative position and w, p, r represent a relative orientation.
In order to obtain the center position of the welding operation, an average plane containing x, y, z of M21 for each
teaching point in a three-dimensional space is first obtained. A plane in a three-dimensional space can be expressed
by the following general formula: 

[0049] The vector (A, B, C) described by the above coefficients represents a normal vector of this plane.
[0050] Therefore, the normal vector of the plane is calculated from x, y, z of M21 for each teaching point by using
Newell’s method (Martin Newell, ACM Computing Surveys, Vol.6, No. 1, March 1974), so as to obtain A, B, C. Then,
the A, B, C as obtained and the x, y, z of M21 for each teaching point are substituted into the above general formula for
a plane, so as to obtain the values of a plurality of D (constant terms).
[0051] Then, a formula for the average plane is determined on the basis of the average value of the plurality of D and
the A, B, C mentioned above.
[0052] Then, by using a least squares method, an approximation of an ellipse passing through several points obtained
as the projections of x, y, z of M21 for each teaching point onto the plane obtained as described above (in other words,
several points of intersection between the obtained plane and the perpendicular lines extending from the points repre-
sented by x, y, z to the obtained plane).
[0053] The center point of the ellipse, obtained as described above, is defined as the center position of the welding
operation. The welding center position corresponds to the center W0 of the welding line (i.e., the circular arc W1) shown
in Fig. 78, and lies in the plane containing the plurality of teaching points. In this embodiment, the illustrated plane
containing the welding center and the respective teaching points acts as the virtual reference plane Γ0 (Fig. 4) for
calculating the work angle and travel angle.
[0054] In this connection, based on the above-described center position and the normal vector of the above-described
plane, a central coordinate system having the center point as the origin is defined separately. This center coordinate
system will be discussed below in the step S6. In the case where the workpiece W is pipelike as in this embodiment,
the Z-axis direction of the central coordinate system may, for example, correspond to the longitudinal axis of the pipe.
[0055] Step S6: The work angle and travel angle for each teaching point are calculated and stored in a manner
described below. In this connection, when step S6 is completed, specific values are displayed in the numerical-value
indicating spaces for the work angle and travel angle shown in Fig. 7A.
[0056] As shown in Fig. 9, a transformation matrix Mc, which provides the transformation from the position/orientation
data with respect to a certain point on the positioner 50 (in the drawing, the origin 62 of the positioner-motion representative
coordinate system) into the position/orientation data of the above-described central coordinate system, is defined. Also,
a transformation matrix Mp, which provides the transformation from the central coordinate system into M21, is defined.
Thus, Mp can be expressed by the following formula: 

[0057] In this connection, the x, y, z of Mp represent the position of the torch tip point 38a with respect to the center
of the welding operation, and the w, p, r of Mp represent the orientation of the torch tip point 38a with respect to the
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center of the welding operation. The work angle and travel angle can be calculated by using Mp.
[0058] Step S7: The motion simulation of the welding operation program is executed. The simulation is performed in
either the robot controller 44 or the personal computer 48 and, even when it is performed in the robot controller 44, the
robot 42 and the positioner 50 do not have to be operated actually. During the simulation, the values of positions of
respective control axes of the robot 42 and of the positioner 50 (i.e., the position and orientation data) are stored in the
memory at a predetermined period (e.g., at an interpolation period), along with the data for elapsed time (i.e., the data
representing the period).
[0059] Step S8: Data for transition of the relative position and orientation of the torch tip point 38a with respect to the
workpiece W are obtained. By using the values for the respective control axes of the robot 42 and positioner 50 at the
interpolation period, which are stored together with the data for elapsed time in step S7, it is possible to obtain the data
for transition of the relative position and orientation of the torch tip point 38a in a manner similar to that in step S4.
[0060] Step S9: Data for transition of a speed are obtained from the data for transition of the relative position and
orientation obtained in step S8 in a manner as described below.
[0061] The data for transition of the positions and orientations of the robot 42 and positioner 50 during the welding
operation are obtained through the simulation in step S7 or the monitoring of the operating state of the robot 42 performed
separately. Then, data for transition of the position and orientation of the tip point 38a of the welding torch 38 with respect
to the reference position 58 of the robot 42 are obtained from the above transition data by using the technique discussed
in step S4. It is possible to obtain the data for transition of the welding speed by dividing the travel of the position of the
torch tip point 38a by the elapsed time.
[0062] Step S10: Data for transition of the work angle and travel angle are obtained from the data for transition of the
relative position and orientation obtained in step S8. The technique for obtaining the transition data of the relative position
and orientation is similar to that in step S6.
[0063] Step S11: The transition of the work angle and travel angle and the transition of the speed are displayed on
the display screen. Fig. 10 shows an example of a graphical representation (or a graph of curves) of the transition of
the work angle, travel angle and speed. In this graph, the horizontal axis represents an elapsed time axis, wherein t =
0 represents the start time of the motion simulation and t = T represents the finish time of the motion simulation. In this
connection, when the operator designates a desired point (e.g., shown by "x") on the display screen showing the graph,
a command line executed (or simulated) at the time "t" corresponding to the designated point (e.g., any one of the 13th
to 15th lines, shown in Fig. 7A) is displayed.
[0064] Step S12: The operator designates a desired work angle and a desired travel angle. This designation is per-
formed by the operator in a manner as to input the values of the work angle and travel angle for each teaching point, by
using, for example, a keyboard of the manual teaching panel 46 or the personal computer 48. At this time, it is possible
to call the value indication spaces of the work angles and travel angles shown in Fig. 7A, so as to rewrite the necessary
portions in the indicated values.
[0065] Step S13: The position and orientation data corresponding to the designated work angle and travel angle for
each teaching point are obtained in a manner as described below.
[0066] Mc as well as Mp for each teaching point are obtained in a manner similar to that in the steps S4 to S6. Then,
Mp’ is calculated by changing the orientation data w, p, r of Mp according to the designated work and travel angle. When
the orientation data for the teaching points of the robot 42 is changed to satisfy Mp’, the orientation data Ml’ after correcting
the teaching points can be expressed by the following formula: 

[0067] When the respective orientation data of M1’ for each teaching point are calculated and the orientations in a
plurality of position and orientation data described in the welding operation program are updated or corrected, it is
possible to reflect the designation contents on the welding operation program.
[0068] Step S14: The position and orientation data for each teaching point are updated or corrected by using the
position and orientation data (in particular, the orientation data) obtained in step S13, and thereby the procedure is
completed.
[0069] While the arc welding robot system in connection with the embodiment described above employs the config-
uration in which the workpiece W is supported by the positioner 50, another configuration may be employed, as shown
in Fig. 11, in which the positioner is replaced by a second robot 64 different from the robot 42 to which the welding torch
38 is attached, and the workpiece W is supported by a hand 66 of the robot 64. These two robots 42, 64 can be controlled
by the robot controller 44.
[0070] This configuration can be treated equivalently to the above-described embodiment using the robot 42 and the
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positioner 50, by defining a transformation matrix M2 from the position/orientation data with respect to a reference point
of the robot 64 (e.g., the origin of the base coordinate system of the robot 64) into the position/orientation data in the
tool coordinate system of the robot 64, and a transformation matrix M3 from the position/orientation data with respect
to a reference point of the robot 42 (e.g., the origin of the base coordinate system of the robot 42) into the position/ori-
entation data with reference to the reference point of the robot 64, in the step S4 of the flow chart described above.
[0071] However, concerning the steps S12 to S14, in order to satisfy the new relative position and orientation data
Mp’ after correction, the teaching points of the robot 64 moving the workpiece W may be changed in place of the change
in the teaching points of the robot 42. In this case, the new teaching point M2’ of the robot 64 can be expressed by the
following formula: 

[0072] While the invention has been described with reference to specific preferred embodiments, it will be understood
by those skilled in the art that various changes and modifications may be made thereto without departing from the spirit
and scope of the following claims.

Claims

1. A data processing apparatus for processing data described in a welding operation program of an arc welding robot
system, comprising:

a data obtaining section (14) for obtaining a plurality of position and orientation data (12) at a plurality of different
teaching points previously taught and included in said welding operation program;
a reference plane setting section (16) for setting a virtual reference plane as a reference defining a geometric
placement of an arc welding torch (38) relative to a workpiece (W) during a welding operation, based on said
plurality of position and orientation data obtained in said data obtaining section;
an angle calculating section (18) for calculating a plurality of angle data representing said geometric placement
of said arc welding torch at every teaching points, by using said plurality of position and orientation data obtained
in said data obtaining section and said virtual reference plane set in said reference plane setting section; and
an angle processing section (20) for performing at least one of a displaying process and a correcting process,
of said plurality of angle data calculated in said angle calculating section.

2. A data processing apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said angle processing section (22) includes a data
display section for displaying said plurality of angle data at said plurality of teaching points.

3. A data processing apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said angle processing section includes a correction
instructing section (24) for instructing a correction of desired angle data among said plurality of angle data; and a
data correcting section (26) for correcting, according to an instruction of said correction instructing section, position
and orientation data corresponding to said desired angle data instructed in said correction instructing section among
said plurality of position and orientation data obtained in said data obtaining section.

4. A data processing apparatus as set forth in claim 1, further comprising a simulating section (30) for simulating said
welding operation program (28); wherein said data obtaining section obtains said plurality of position and orientation
data at a predetermined period during a simulation of said welding operation program in said simulating section;
and wherein said angle calculating section calculates said plurality of angle data at said predetermined period by
using said plurality of position and orientation data obtained at said predetermined period in said data obtaining
section and said virtual reference plane.

5. A data processing apparatus as set forth in claim 4, wherein said angle processing section includes a data display
section (32) for displaying, graphically along a time axis, said plurality of angle data calculated in said angle calculating
section at said predetermined period.

6. A data processing apparatus as set forth in claim 5, wherein said data display section receives a time indication
indicating a desired portion, along said time axis, of said plurality of angle data as displayed graphically, and displays
contents of description of said welding operation program corresponding to said desired portion indicated by said
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time indication.

7. A data processing apparatus as set forth in claim 4, further comprising a speed calculating section (34) for calculating
a moving speed of said arc welding torch relative to the workpiece during the welding operation, based on said
plurality of position and orientation data obtained in said data obtaining section at said predetermined period and
time data representing said predetermined period, and a speed display section (36) for displaying, graphically along
a time axis, said moving speed calculated in said speed calculating section.

8. A data processing apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein said arc welding robot system includes a robot (42),
to which said arc welding torch is attached, and a workpiece support (50; 64) for supporting said workpiece; and
wherein said welding operation program comprises a program for controlling an operation of at least one of said
robot and said workpiece support.

9. A data processing apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein each of said plurality of angle data includes a work
angle of said arc welding torch.

10. A data processing apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein each of said plurality of angle data includes a travel
angle of said arc welding torch.
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