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(54) METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR SYNCHRONIZATION PROCESSING

(57) The present invention discloses a method and
an apparatus for synchronization processing, wherein
the method for synchronization processing includes: a
designated network element receiving multiple data
bursts of a Multimedia Broadcast Multicast Service trans-
mitted by its upper layer network element, wherein data
packets in the data bursts carry timestamp information;

for multiple data bursts whose timestamp locates before
a current available transmitting time interval, the desig-
nated network element starting to transmit the data pack-
ets belonging to the multiple data bursts in turn from the
start time of the current available transmitting time inter-
val. By means of the present invention, the synchroniza-
tion between the lower layer network elements can be
kept and the performance of a system can be stabilized.
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to communication
field, and especially to a method and an apparatus for
synchronization processing.

Background of the Invention

[0002] With the development of the Internet network,
huge multimedia services take emergence, and people’s
needs on mobile communication are not limited to tele-
phone and message services. Currently, an application
service is introduced into the multimedia services and
has a feature that multiple users can receive the same
data at the same time, for example, video on demand,
television broadcast, video conference, online education,
interactive game, etc.
[0003] An MBMS (Multimedia Broadcast Multicast
Service) technology is put forward to use resources of a
mobile network effectively. The MBMS is a point-to-
multipoint service that one data source sends data to
multiple users, and network resources can be shared
through this service, including sharing resources of a mo-
bile core network and an access network, especially
sharing air interface resources, moreover, the MBMS in
3GPP can realize not only multicast and broadcast of
message-type services of pure-text and low-rate, but also
multicast and broadcast of multimedia services of high-
rate.
[0004] Since the MBMS service is a service directed
to the whole network, a same MBMS service may be
established at different lower layer network element
nodes. Figure 1 is a flow chart of a method for synchro-
nization processing of a MBMS service of multiple net-
work elements in the prior art, which comprises the fol-
lowing processing.
[0005] Step S102, an upper layer network element
sends MBMS service data packet(s) to respective lower
layer network elements, and the service data packet(s)
bears service data and carries timestamp information,
data packet sequence number information, accumulated
service data length information, etc. The upper layer net-
work element marks one or more consecutive service
data packets with same timestamp information, and the
data packets marked with the same timestamp make up
of a data burst or are referred to as a synchronization
sequence.
[0006] Step S104, the lower layer network elements
need to perform an RLC (Radio Link Control) protocol
layer concatenation processing on the service data car-
ried by the service data packets in a same data burst.
[0007] Step S106, the lower layer network elements
sequentially send, at wireless interfaces, the services
carried by service data packets marked by the timestamp
in the same data burst from the time point indicated by
the timestamp, since the above information transmitted

by the upper layer network element to the respective low-
er layer network elements is completely consistent with
each other, the respective lower layer network elements
can perform completely consistent processing, thereby
realizing synchronously sending of the MBMS service
among cells of the respective lower layer network ele-
ments.
[0008] Currently, the timestamp information of each
data packet can be set in the following two manners.
[0009] Manner 1: the upper layer network element
marks a timestamp according to the time when it receives
the service data packets, and service data packets re-
ceived within a time interval with a specific length are
marked with the same timestamp, wherein the time in-
terval with the specific length is called as a synchroniza-
tion sequence length.
[0010] Manner 2: the upper layer network element vir-
tualizes the RLC protocol layer processing of the lower
layer network elements, and marks the service data
packets on which the RLC concatenation processing
should be performed with the same timestamp according
to the result of the virtualized RLC processing.
[0011] It can be seen that the timestamp is set depend-
ing on the time when the service data packets arrive at
the upper layer network element, and thus the timestamp
intervals of the service data packets cannot be deter-
mined.
[0012] One MBMS service can be transmitted at wire-
less interfaces in a manner of TDM (Time Division Mul-
tiplexing) to use a wireless interface channel, and the
TDM manner comprises the following parameters: a TDM
period, a TDM offset and a TDM repeat length. Specifi-
cally, one MBMS service is transmitted, within a TDM
period it allocates, from the (TDM offset) TTI and within
consecutive TTIs (transmission time interval) in a number
of TDM repeat length, wherein the TDM repeat period is
no more than 9, and the length of the TTI that can be
used by the MBMS service is 40 or 80ms.
[0013] When data is transmitted by using the mode of
the TDM, since the time of sending the MBMS service at
the wireless interfaces is not consecutive, the timestamp
information cannot directly correspond to a start time
when the wireless interfaces can send the MBMS serv-
ice. Moreover, the interval of adjacent timestamps are
different with the interval of adjacent available transmit-
ting time, it may happen that the intervals among multiple
timestamps are shorter than the interval of the available
transmitting time interval of the wireless interfaces, that
is, different timestamp of different data bursts is within a
last available transmitting time interval and a next avail-
able transmitting time interval, and thus the lower layer
network elements belonging to a same upper layer net-
work element cannot perform synchronized processing
on the same data burst.

Summary of the Invention

[0014] The present invention is proposed in consider-
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ation of the problem in the prior art that the lower layer
network elements belonging to a same upper layer net-
work element cannot perform synchronization process-
ing on the same data burst. Therefore, the present in-
vention mainly aims to provide an improved synchroni-
zation processing solution to solve the above problem.
[0015] To achieve the above purpose, according to
one aspect of the present invention, a method for syn-
chronization processing is provided.
[0016] The method for synchronization processing ac-
cording to the present invention comprises: a designated
network element receiving multiple data bursts of a Mul-
timedia Broadcast Multicast Service transmitted by its
upper layer network element, wherein data packets in
the data bursts carry timestamp information; for multiple
data bursts whose timestamp locates before a current
available transmitting time interval, the designated net-
work element starting to transmit the data packets be-
longing to the multiple data bursts in turn from the start
time of the current available transmitting time interval.
[0017] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, an apparatus for synchronization processing is
provided.
[0018] The apparatus for synchronization processing
according to the present invention comprises: receiving
means, configured to receive multiple data bursts of a
Multimedia Broadcast Multicast Service transmitted by
an upper layer network element, wherein data packets
in the data bursts carry timestamp information; and
processing means, configured to, for multiple data bursts
whose timestamp locates before a current available
transmitting time interval, start to transmit the data pack-
ets belonging to the multiple data bursts in turn from the
start time of the current available transmitting time inter-
val.
[0019] By way of at least one of the above technical
solutions of the present invention, the synchronization
among each of the lower layer network elements can be
kept and the performance of a system can be stabilized
by sending, at a predetermined time, multiple data bursts
whose timestamp locates before the current available
transmitting time interval.

Brief Description of the Accompanying Drawings

[0020] The accompanying drawings are used to pro-
vide further understanding of the present invention and
form a part of the description, and they are used to explain
the present invention together with the embodiments of
the present invention without unduly limiting the scope
of the present invention, wherein:

Figure 1 is a flow chart of a method for synchroniza-
tion processing of the MBMS services of multiple net-
work elements in the prior art;
Figure 2 is a flow chart of a method for synchroniza-
tion processing according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

Figure 3 is a block diagram of a logical structure of
an upper layer network element and lower layer net-
work elements according to the present invention;
Figure 4 is a schematic view of a method for syn-
chronization processing according to embodiment 1
of the present invention;
Figure 5 is a schematic view of a method for syn-
chronization processing according to embodiment 2
of the present invention;
Figure 6 is a block diagram of an apparatus for syn-
chronization processing according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention; and
Figure 7 is a block diagram of a specific structure of
an apparatus for synchronization processing accord-
ing to the embodiment of the present invention.

Detailed Description of the Invention

Function overview

[0021] As discussed above, currently when the TDM
manner is used to send data, the following problem ap-
pears: the interval between multiple timestamps is short-
er than the interval of transmitting time intervals that can
be used by the wireless interfaces, that is, different times-
tamp of multiple data bursts is within the last available
transmitting time interval and a next available transmit-
ting time interval, and the lower layer network elements
belonging to the same upper layer network element can-
not perform synchronization processing on the same da-
ta burst. With respect to this problem, the present inven-
tion puts forward a solution for synchronization process-
ing, and this solution keeps the synchronization of re-
spective lower layer network elements by sending, at a
predetermined time, data packets in multiple data bursts
whose timestamp locates before the current available
transmitting time interval.
[0022] The present invention will be described in detail
hereinafter in combination with the accompanying draw-
ings. It should be noted that the embodiments of the
present invention and the features of the embodiments
can be combined with each other in the case of no conflict.

Method embodiments

[0023] A method for synchronization processing is pro-
vided according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
[0024] Figure 2 is a flow chart of a method for synchro-
nization processing according to an embodiment of the
present invention, and as shown in Figure 2, the method
comprises the following steps.
[0025] Step S202, a designated network element re-
ceives multiple data bursts of an MBMS service trans-
mitted by its upper layer network element, wherein the
data bursts herein comprises one or more data packets
marked with same timestamp information.
[0026] Step S204, for multiple data bursts whose

3 4 



EP 2 346 204 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

timestamp locates before a current available transmitting
time interval, the designated network element starts to
send the data packets belonging to the multiple data
bursts in turn from the start time of the current available
transmitting time interval.
[0027] By means of the technical solution provided by
the embodiment of the present invention, the synchroni-
zation among each of the lower layer network elements
can be kept and the performance of a system can be
improved by sending, at a predetermined time, multiple
data bursts whose timestamp locates before the current
available transmitting time interval.
[0028] The designated network element in the Step
S204 can use following three manners to start to send
data packets belonging to the multiple data bursts from
the latter one of two transmitting time points.
[0029] Manner 1: the designated network element se-
quentially performs an RLC concatenation processing on
data packets belonging to different data bursts according
to the order of timestamps and sends them.
[0030] Manner 2: the designated network element per-
forms the RLC concatenation processing on data packets
belonging to the same data burst, and the data packets
which belong to different data bursts and have been sub-
jected to RLC processing can be transmitted in a same
TTI.
[0031] Manner 3: the designated network element per-
forms the RLC concatenation processing on data packets
belonging to the same data burst, and the data packets
which belong to different data bursts and have been sub-
jected to RLC processing are transmitted in different
TTIs.
[0032] In the above, the available transmitting time in-
terval is a time period which is used to send the data
packets, for example, when the data packets is transmit-
ted in the TDM manner, the available transmitting time
interval can be a time resource for sending the data pack-
ets.
[0033] The current available transmitting time interval
is a next wireless interface time resource for sending the
MBMS service.
[0034] Figure 3 is a block diagram of a logical structure
of an upper layer network element and lower layer net-
work elements, and it can be seen that one upper layer
network element is connected with and performs signal-
ing interaction with multiple lower layer network ele-
ments. It should be noted that one upper layer network
element and one or more lower layer network elements
(that is, the above designated network element) belong-
ing to the upper layer network element can be an identical
network elements or different network elements in phys-
ical functions, and it is just a logical division to divide them
to an upper layer network element and lower layer net-
work elements, and this is to achieve cooperatively a
function of service synchronization. That is, several iden-
tical or different physical network elements are divided
into one upper layer network element and several lower
layer network elements according to logical functions,

and these network elements cooperate with each other
to realize sending the MBMS service in a manner of multi-
cell combination among cells of the lower layer network
elements.
[0035] In the above, the upper layer network element
and the lower layer network elements can be, but not
limited to, the following combination modes of network
elements.
[0036] Combination 1: in MBMS service synchroniza-
tion networking of a UTRAN (Universal Terrestrial Radio
Access Network) system, the upper layer network ele-
ment is an upper layer RNC (Radio Network Controller),
and the lower layer network element is a lower layer RNC,
wherein the interface between the upper layer network
element and the lower layer network element is an lur
interface, and in this combination, the upper layer net-
work element and the lower layer network element are
network elements having same physical functions.
[0037] Combination 2: in MBMS service synchroniza-
tion networking of an HSPA + (enhanced High Speed
Packet Access ) system, the upper layer network ele-
ment is a master control RNC or a master NodeB + (i.e.,
master NB+), and the lower layer network element is a
slave NodeB + (that is, slave NB+), wherein the interface
between the upper layer network element and the lower
layer network element is an lur interface, and in this com-
bination, the upper layer network element and the lower
layer network element are network elements having
same physical functions and different logical functions.
[0038] Combination 3: in MBMS service synchroniza-
tion networking of an LTE (Long-Term Evolution) system,
the upper layer network element is an MGW (MBMS
Gateway) or an MCE (Multi-cell/multicast Coordination
Entity), and the lower layer network element is an evolved
Node B (E-UTRAN Node B), wherein the interface be-
tween the upper layer network element and the lower
layer network element is an M2 interface.

Embodiment 1

[0039] The MBMS service is transmitted at the wireless
interface discontinuously, and an available transmitting
time interval of the wireless interface is configured at a
certain time interval.
[0040] Figure 4 is a schematic view of a method for
synchronization processing according to embodiment 1
of the present invention, and as shown in Figure 4, the
lower layer network element receives data packets of two
data bursts with different timestamp information, that is,
a first data burst and a second data burst, and the times-
tamp of the two data bursts locates before a next avail-
able transmitting time interval and after the last available
transmitting time interval, that is, the time when the lower
layer network element receives multiple data packets is
located between two adjacent available transmitting time
intervals.
[0041] The lower layer network element buffers the da-
ta packets in the two data bursts, and may perform
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processing in the following two ways when performing
the RLC processing on the data packets:

Processing manner 1: the lower layer network ele-
ment performs an RLC concatenation processing on
all the data packets in the two data bursts; and
Processing manner 2: the lower layer network ele-
ment respectively performs the RLC concatenation
processing on data packets in each of the data
bursts, and does not perform the RLC concatenation
processing on data packets belonging to different
data bursts, that is, it performs the RLC concatena-
tion processing on data packets belonging to the first
data burst and performs the RLC concatenation
processing on data packets belonging to the second
data burst.

[0042] The lower layer network element starts to se-
quentially send service data carried in the two data bursts
at the wireless interface from a latter one (i.e., the next
available transmitting time interval mentioned above) of
two adjacent available transmitting time intervals, and
also, for the processing manner 2, data packets belong-
ing to one data burst and subjected to the RLC concate-
nation processing can be transmitted in one TTI, and
data packets belonging to different data bursts and sub-
jected to the RLC concatenation processing can also be
transmitted in a same TTI.
[0043] In addition, if the service data of the above two
data bursts cannot be transmitted in the next available
transmitting time interval, the lower layer network ele-
ment continues sending the service data of the data
bursts in a subsequent available transmitting time inter-
val.

Embodiment 2

[0044] The MBMS service is transmitted at the wireless
interface discontinuously, and an available transmitting
time interval of the wireless interface is configured at a
certain time interval.
[0045] Figure 5 is a schematic view of a method for
synchronization processing according to embodiment 2
of the present invention, and as shown in Figure 5, the
lower layer network element receives data packets of two
data bursts with different timestamp information, wherein
the timestamp of data burst 1 locates in the last available
transmitting time interval; the timestamp of data burst 2
locates before a next available transmitting time interval
and after the last available transmitting time interval, that
is, in a time interval between two adjacent available trans-
mitting time intervals.
[0046] The lower layer network element buffers the da-
ta packets in the two data bursts, and may perform
processing in the following two ways when performing
the RLC processing on the data packets:

Processing manner 1: the lower layer network ele-

ment performs an RLC concatenation processing on
all the data packets in the two data bursts; and
Processing manner 2: the lower layer network ele-
ment respectively performs the RLC concatenation
processing on data packets in each of the data bursts
and does not perform the RLC concatenation
processing on data packets belonging to different
data bursts, that is, it performs the RLC concatena-
tion processing on data packets belonging to the first
data burst and performs the RLC concatenation
processing on data packets belonging to the second
data burst.

[0047] The lower layer network element starts to se-
quentially send service data carried in the two data bursts
at the wireless interface from a latter one (i.e., the next
available transmitting time interval mentioned above) of
two adjacent available transmitting time intervals.
[0048] In addition, if the service data of the above two
data bursts cannot be transmitted in the next available
transmitting time interval, the lower layer network ele-
ment continues sending the service data of the data
bursts in a subsequent available transmitting time inter-
val.

Apparatus embodiment

[0049] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, an apparatus for synchronization processing is
provided, which may be used to realize the above method
for synchronization processing provided by the above
method embodiments.
[0050] Figure 6 is a block diagram of a structure of an
apparatus for synchronization processing according to
an embodiment of the present invention, and as shown
in Figure 6, the apparatus comprises receiving means
10 and processing means 20, wherein
the receiving means 10 is configured to receive multiple
data bursts of an MBMS service transmitted by its upper
layer network element; and
the processing means 20 is configured to, for multiple
data bursts whose timestamp locates before a current
available transmitting time interval, start to send the data
packets belonging to the multiple data bursts by the des-
ignated network element from the start time of the current
available transmitting time interval, wherein the available
transmitting time interval is a time period for sending the
data packets, and the processing means 20 can be con-
nected to the receiving means 10.
[0051] In the above, the processing means 20 is also
configured to send, in the current available transmitting
time interval, data bursts that were not transmitted in a
last available transmitting time interval, or configured not
to send, in the current available transmitting time interval,
data bursts that were not transmitted in the last available
transmitting time interval.
[0052] Figure 7 is a block diagram of a specific struc-
ture of the apparatus shown in Figure 6, and as shown
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in Figure 7, the above processing means also comprises
first processing means 202, second processing means
204 and third processing means 206, wherein
the first processing means 202 is configured to sequen-
tially perform an RLC concatenation processing on data
packets belonging to different data bursts according to
the order of timestamps and send the same;
the second processing means 204 is configured to re-
spectively perform the RLC concatenation processing on
data packets belonging to a same data burst, and to
send , in the same TTI, data packets which belong to
different data bursts and have been subjected to RLC
concatenation processing; and
the third processing means 206 is configured to respec-
tively perform the RLC concatenation processing on data
packets belonging to the same data burst, and to only
send, in one TTI, data packets which belong to the same
data burst and have been subjected to RLC concatena-
tion processing.
[0053] By way of the apparatus for synchronization
processing provided by the embodiment of the present
invention, the synchronization between the lower layer
network elements can be kept and the performance of a
system can be improved by sending, at a predetermined
time, multiple data bursts whose timestamp locates be-
fore the current available transmitting time interval.
[0054] As discussed above, by means of the method
and/or the apparatus for synchronization processing pro-
vided by the present invention, the synchronization be-
tween the lower layer network elements can be kept and
the performance of a system can be stabilized by send-
ing, at a predetermined time, multiple data bursts whose
timestamp locates before the current available transmit-
ting time interval. In this way, when the upper layer net-
work element sets the timestamp information of the data
bursts, the configuration details of the wireless interface
need not to be considered, a reasonable processing can
still be performed when an interval between the times-
tamps of the data bursts set by the upper layer network
element is shorter than the interval between wireless in-
terface available transmitting time intervals, and a
processing synchronization among respective lower lay-
er network elements can be kept.
[0055] Described above are just preferable embodi-
ments of the present invention and are not intended to
restrict the present invention. For those skilled in the art,
the present invention may have various changes and var-
iations. Any modifications, equivalent substitutions, im-
provements, etc. within the spirit and principle of the
present invention shall all be included in the scope of
protection of the present invention.

Claims

1. A method for synchronization processing, charac-
terized by comprising:

a designated network element receiving multiple
data bursts of a Multimedia Broadcast Multicast
Service transmitted by its upper layer network
element, wherein data packets in the data bursts
carry timestamp information;
for multiple data bursts whose timestamp lo-
cates before a current available transmitting
time interval, the designated network element
starting to transmit the data packets belonging
to the multiple data bursts in turn from the start
time of the current available transmitting time
interval.

2. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that the designated network element sequentially
performs an RLC concatenation processing on data
packets belonging to different data bursts according
to the order of timestamps.

3. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that the designated network element performs an
RLC concatenation processing on data packets be-
longing to a same data burst, and transmits, in a
same TTI, data packets which belong to different da-
ta bursts and have been subjected to RLC process-
ing.

4. The method according to claim 1, characterized in
that the designated network element performs an
RLC concatenation processing on data packets be-
longing to a same data burst, and transmits, in dif-
ferent TTIs, data packets which belong to different
data bursts and have been subjected to RLC
processing.

5. The method according to anyone of claims 1 to 4,
characterized in that the operation that the desig-
nated network element starts to transmit the data
packets belonging to the multiple data bursts in turn
from the start time of the current available transmit-
ting time interval is:

transmitting, in the current available transmitting
time interval, data bursts that were not transmit-
ted in a last available transmitting time interval;
or
not transmitting, in the current available trans-
mitting time interval, data bursts that were not
transmitted in the last available transmitting time
interval.

6. The method according to anyone of claims 1 to 4,
characterized in that the current available trans-
mitting time interval is the next time interval of wire-
less interface resources used to transmitting the data
packets.

7. The method according to anyone of claims 1 to 4,
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characterized in that the data bursts are a group
of data packets marked with same timestamp infor-
mation.

8. An apparatus for synchronization processing, which
locates at a designated network element side, char-
acterized by comprising:

receiving means, configured to receive multiple
data bursts of a Multimedia Broadcast Multicast
Service transmitted by an upper layer network
element, wherein data packets in the data bursts
carry timestamp information; and
processing means, configured to, for multiple
data bursts whose timestamp locates before a
current available transmitting time interval, start
to transmit the data packets belonging to the
multiple data bursts in turn from the start time of
the current available transmitting time interval.

9. The apparatus according to claim 8, characterized
in that the processing means comprises:

first processing means, configured to perform
an RLC concatenation processing on data pack-
ets belonging to different data bursts according
to the order of timestamps;
second processing means, configured to re-
spectively perform the RLC concatenation
processing on data packets belonging to a same
data burst, and to transmit, in a same TTI, data
packets which belong to different data bursts
and have been subjected to RLC processing;
and
third processing means, configured to respec-
tively perform the RLC concatenation on data
packets belonging to the same data burst, and
transmit, in different TTIs, data packets which
belong to different data bursts and have been
subjected to RLC processing.

10. The apparatus according to claim 7, characterized
in that the processing means is also configured to
transmit, in the current available transmitting time
interval, data bursts that were not transmitted in a
last available transmitting time interval, or configured
not to transmit, in the current available transmitting
time interval, data bursts that were not transmitted
in the last available transmitting time interval.

11. The apparatus according to anyone of claims 8 to
10, characterized in that the current available
transmitting time interval is the next time interval of
wireless interface resources used to transmitting the
data packets.

12. The apparatus according to anyone of claims 8 to
10, characterized in that the data bursts are a group

of data packets marked with same timestamp infor-
mation.
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