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(54) CALIBRATION SYSTEM, ANTENNA SYSTEM AND METHOD

(57) The present invention provides a calibration sys-
tem (100) for calibrating a number of receive signal paths,
each comprising a receiver (151, 153, 155, 251, 253,
255), of an antenna system (250, 550), the calibration
system (100) comprising a reference signal generator
(101, 201) that is configured to generate a reference sig-
nal (102, 202), a reference beamforming unit (103, 203,
303) that is coupled to the reference signal generator
(101,201) and that is configured to duplicate the refer-
ence signal (102, 202) into a calibration signal (104, 105,
106) for every one of the receive signal paths (151,
153,155,251,253,255) and to apply a beamforming with
predetermined beamforming weights to the calibration
signals (104,105,106) and to provide each one of the

receive signal paths (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) with
the respectively beamformed calibration signal (104,
105, 106), and an estimation unit (110, 210) that is cou-
pled to respective output interfaces of the receive signal
paths (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) and that is config-
ured to determine amplitude deviations and/or phase de-
viations (111) of the receive signal paths (151, 153, 155,
251, 253, 255) based on output signals (107, 108, 109)
provided by the receive signal paths (151, 153, 155, 251,
253, 255) via the respective output interfaces. In addition,
the present invention provides a respective antenna sys-
tem (250, 550) and a method for calibrating a number of
receive signal paths (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) of an
antenna system (250, 550).
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The invention relates to a calibration system for calibrating a number of receive signal paths of an antenna
system. Further, the present invention relates to an antenna system and to a method for calibrating a number of receivers
of an antenna system.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Although applicable to any wireless communication system, the present invention will mainly be described in
conjunction with the 5th generation of wireless communication networks, also referred to as 5G-Networks.
[0003] Today wireless communication networks are widely used for providing voice and data communication to users.
Such wireless communication networks, like e.g. LTE based or so called 4G networks, usually comprise a core network
and a so-called radio access network or RAN. It is understood, that each of these interrelated networks may comprise
a plurality of different elements, modules or units that together provide the required communication capabilities.
[0004] As part of the RAN so called eNodeBs or base stations provide the link between the operators’ network and
the users mobile devices or user equipments (UEs). Usually the eNodeBs will comprise antennas that serve for trans-
mitting outgoing signals to the UEs and for receiving incoming signals from the UEs. Up to now, most commonly passive
or active antennas with fixed radiation patterns are used.
[0005] However, in modern 5G-Networks such conventional antennas may be replaced by massive MIMO antennas
(antennas with a plurality of single antenna elements that may form and steer a plurality of beams at the same time). In
such massive MIMO antennas, usually a single transceiver, e.g. a combination of a transmitter and a receiver, is usually
used for every antenna element or specific groups of antenna elements.
[0006] Most modern digital modems use baseband signal processing to calculate a modulation waveform to be trans-
mitted and to retrieve the data from a received waveform. It is the task of the single transceivers to up-convert a transmit
signal from baseband to radio frequency, and to down-convert a signal from radio frequency to baseband.
[0007] As indicated above, with the rise of massive MIMO antennas, the number of transceivers as well as the number
of signal paths used at the network side (in the base station antennas) increases drastically.
[0008] Beamforming depends heavily on exact phase and amplitude shifts for the single signals that are received or
emitted. This property is required over the entire bandwidth of the transmit and receive signals. Therefore, for a high-
quality beamforming in massive MIMO antennas, the signal paths for the single antenna elements need to be calibrated.
Such calibration may e.g. be initially performed during production of the respective massive MIMO antenna. However,
further calibration may be necessary during operation of the massive MIMO antenna due to temperature effects, aging
effects or the like. Usually calibration is performed by injecting signals into the single signal paths. However, such
calibration signals may overlay the primary or operational signals of the wireless transmission system.
[0009] Accordingly, there is a need for an antenna calibration that reduces the influence on signal quality of the primary
signals of the wireless transmission system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] The above stated problem is solved by the features of the independent claims. It is understood, that independent
claims of a claim category may be formed in analogy to the dependent claims of another claim category.
[0011] Accordingly, it is provided:

A calibration system for calibrating a number of receive signal paths of an antenna system, the calibration system
comprising a reference signal generator that is configured to generate a reference signal, a reference beamforming
unit that is coupled to the reference signal generator and that is configured to duplicate the reference signal into a
calibration signal for every one of the receivers and to apply a beamforming with predetermined beamforming weights
to the calibration signals and
to provide each one of the receivers, e.g. on the RF input interface of the respective receiver, with the respectively
beamformed calibration signal, and an estimation unit that is coupled to respective output interfaces of the receivers
and that is configured to determine amplitude deviations and/or phase deviations of the receivers, e.g. with regard
to each other, based on output signals provided by the receivers via the respective output interfaces.

[0012] Further, it is provided:
An antenna system comprising a plurality of antenna elements, a receiver for every one of the antenna elements that
is coupled to the respective antenna element, and a calibration system according to the present invention.
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[0013] In addition, it is provided:
A method for calibrating a number of receive signal paths of an antenna system, the method comprising generating a
single reference signal, duplicating the reference signal into a calibration signal for every one of the receive signal paths,
applying a beamforming with predetermined beamforming weights to the calibration signals, providing each one of the
receivers with the respectively beamformed calibration signal, and determining amplitude deviations and/or phase de-
viations of the receive signal paths based on output signals provided by the receivers via respective output interfaces.
[0014] The present invention is based on the finding that transceivers, like e.g. direct-conversion transceivers, are
used in modern massive MIMO antennas. Such transceivers may comprise a plurality of different digital and/or analog
signal processing elements that may comprise tolerances and temperature dependent characteristics. Further, such
direct-conversion transceivers usually do not comprise built in calibration or compensation mechanisms, which allow
the calibration while the transceiver is actively used for data transmission at the same time.
[0015] It is understood, that although a direct-conversion transceiver may be used here to explain the underlying
principle of the present patent application, the present invention may be used with any other tape of transceiver or
receiver. In the context of the present invention, the term transceiver may therefore refer to any type of device that
comprises a transmitter and/or a receiver for RF signals.
[0016] An exemplary direct-conversion transceiver may consist of a receiver and a transmitter. The transceiver may
also contain the analog-to-digital converters (ADCs) and digital-to-analog converters (DACs) to provide a digital interface
towards a baseband processor, e.g. an IQ-interface. The baseband processor may therefore provide an in-phase signal
(I-signal) and a quadrature signal (Q-signal) to the transmitter. After converting the digital IQ-signals to analog signal,
the transmitter first low-pass filters the analog signals to filter out aliases that come out of DACs. Then, the in-phase
component is multiplied by a sinusoidal waveform that comes from a local transmitter RF oscillator. The analog Q-signal
is multiplied by a 90 degree-shifted version of the sinusoidal waveform. The multiplied in-phase and quadrature com-
ponents are then added to form the RF transmit signal. This signal may then be provided e.g. via an amplifier and a RF
output to an antenna element.
[0017] The RF receiver may work in a similar but reverse order fashion. A direct-conversion transceiver may e.g.
employ a low noise amplifier (LNA) at the first input stage of the receiver. The LNA amplifies the RF signal presented
by an antenna element at the input of the receiver. The amplified signal is split into two identical signals. The first split
signal is multiplied by a sinusoidal waveform that comes from a local receiver RF oscillator (RX LO). The multiplied
signal is the so-called in-phase component (I-component) of the received signal. The second split signal is multiplied by
a 90 degree-shifted version of the sinusoidal waveform to form the quadrature component (Q-component) of the received
signal. Both, in-phase and quadrature components are low pass filtered to filter out any unwanted components of the
received signal to avoid distortion through aliasing when sampling the signal. Finally, the filtered in-phase and quadrature
components are sampled and analog-to-digital converted to form the digital baseband signal, i.e. the received I-signal
and Q-signal.
[0018] The present invention may therefore be used with IQ-signals or IQ-receivers. It is however understood, that
single-path transceivers, without an I-signal path and a Q-signal path may also be used with the present invention
accordingly. It is further understood, that all explanations regarding a calibration signal may refer to a single or non-IQ
signal as well as to an IQ-signal, i.e. a signal comprising an I-signal component and a Q-signal component.
[0019] Since analog components are used in direct-conversion transceivers, a practical direct conversion transceiver
is not ideal. This is also true for other transceiver or receiver technologies. Possible causes of the differences of identical
components may include device variation in fabrication, frequency, bandwidth, temperature and aging effects. It is
understood, that static factors of device variations can be factory-calibrated.
[0020] Since different transceivers may comprise different variations of specific details, the single signal paths of the
antenna system, e.g. a massive MIMO antenna, may comprise different phase and/or amplitude behavior or responses
when compared to each other. Such differences may however be detrimental to the quality of the beamforming performed
in the massive MIMO antenna.
[0021] Therefore, the imbalances of the single signal paths of the massive MIMO antenna introduced by dynamic
factors, e.g. by frequency or temperature, may however require a continuous re-calibration during run-time to provide
a constant performance with the massive MIMO antenna.
[0022] If calibration signals are used for calibrating the massive MIMO antenna that overlay the operating signals of
the massive MIMO antenna, communication via the massive MIMO antenna may be interrupted or at least the perform-
ance may deteriorate.
[0023] The present patent application therefore provides the reference signal generator together with the reference
beamforming unit to calibrate the receiving signal paths of a massive MIMO antenna. It is understood, that the present
invention may be used with dedicated receivers or with the receiver parts of transceivers.
[0024] The reference signal generator may for calibrating the receivers generate a respective reference signal that
will be injected into the signal paths of the respective receivers. In a possible embodiment, the reference signal may
e.g. be a sinusoidal signal or the like.



EP 3 618 314 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0025] However, prior to injecting the reference signal, the reference beamforming unit creates a dedicated calibration
signal for every receiver. The reference beamforming unit may split or duplicate the reference signal to create a calibration
signal for every receiver. The reference beamforming unit may then apply a predetermined beamforming or a beamforming
with predetermined beamforming weights to the single calibration signals, such that the calibration signals appear at the
receivers like a received RF signal originating from a respective direction of arrival as indicated by the beamforming
weights. This means that the reference beamforming unit may tune the phases and the amplitudes of the single calibration
signals according to the predetermined beamforming weights for applying the beamforming. The beamforming weights
may e.g. be complex beamforming weights, wherein the amplitude of a complex beamforming weight scales the amplitude
of the respective calibration signal, and wherein the phase of the respective complex beamforming weight rotates the
phase of the respective calibration signal.
[0026] The estimation unit may then acquire the signals after the receivers process the single calibration signals and
may determine any deviations or differences of the receivers regarding phase and amplitude (also called gain).
[0027] The reference signal generator, the reference beamforming unit, the receivers and the estimation unit may be
seen as a type of control or calibration loop or feedback path, that is provided for calibrating the receivers.
[0028] It is understood, that the receivers may also be coupled to further units of the massive MIMO antenna, e.g. to
a receive beamformer or beamforming unit that performs beamforming for the operational or operating signals in the
massive MIMO antenna. It is understood, that the terms "operational signals" or "operating signals" refer to the signals
that are required for the operation of the communication system in which the massive MIMO antenna is used. In contrast
the calibration signals are only required for calibration of the receivers or the receiver signal paths, i.e. the signal paths
from the respective antenna or coupling element to the output port of the respective receiver.
[0029] The information as determined by the estimation unit may then e.g. be used by other components of the massive
MIMO antenna, e.g. by the receive beamformer and/or a dedicated compensation unit, to compensate for any phase
and/or amplitude shifts that may be present in the single signal paths. The beamformer may then e.g. adapt the beam-
forming weights or parameters, like phase and gain or amplitude, for the single signal paths accordingly.
[0030] With the present invention it is possible to adapt the beamforming of the calibration signals such that the impact
of the received calibration signals on the received operating signals, e.g. the distortion, is minimized.
[0031] This means, that the calibration signals may e.g. be tuned such that they appear to originate at a location that
is regarding the angle of incidence as far away from the origin of the operational signals as possible and as supported
by the massive MIMO antenna, especially the respective beamforming units. The beamforming of the calibration signals
may e.g. be chosen such that after the beamforming in reception direction is performed in the massive MIMO antenna
for the operating signals, the components of single calibration signals in the resulting signal are minimized or even cancel
each other out. Therefore, the energy contribution of the calibration signals to the operating signals after the beamformer
is minimized or even cancelled out.
[0032] It is understood, that the estimation unit may know the beamforming factors or weights of the single calibration
signals and may consider these beamforming factors or weights when analyzing the output signals of the receivers.
[0033] Therefore, with the present invention, a massive MIMO antenna may be calibrated in receiving direction during
normal operation without major deterioration of the operational signals of the wireless communication system.
[0034] Further embodiments of the present invention are subject of the further subclaims and of the following descrip-
tion, referring to the drawings.
[0035] In an embodiment, the calibration system may comprise a coupling element for every receiver or receive signal
path. The coupling elements may be coupled to the reference beamforming unit and may be configured to couple in the
respective calibration signal in a RF signal path of the respective receiver or receive signal path.
[0036] Coupling elements in this regard may e.g. comprise couplers, like directional couplers. Such directional couplers
may e.g. be implemented as coupling lines or traces in a circuit or on the circuit board of the receiver or the respective
antenna or receive signal path.
[0037] Couplers allow inserting a signal into the signal path between the respective antenna element and the corre-
sponding transceiver, without further influencing the signals received via the antenna element and being transported to
the respective receiver or receive signal path. Using directional couplers allows injecting the calibration signals into the
respective signal paths with no or only a small part of the injected signals being sent to the respective antenna element.
[0038] The coupling elements serve for mixing the calibration signals into the input or RF signal paths of the receivers.
On the output side of the receivers, the calibration signals may then be received by the estimation unit for further
processing.
[0039] In a further embodiment, the calibration system may comprise a reference transmitter arranged between the
reference signal generator and the reference beamforming unit, wherein the reference transmitter may be configured
to upconvert the reference signal to the operating frequency of the receivers.
[0040] The reference signal generator may be a signal source that generates the reference signal with a baseband
or intermediate frequency that is lower than the RF frequency of the operating signals or the operating frequency of the
receivers.
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[0041] The reference transmitter may then perform the up-conversion of the reference signal to the operating frequency
of the receivers, e.g. around 2.6 GHz for LTE band 40.
[0042] It is understood, that the reference transmitter may comprise a digital interface towards the reference signal
generator. The reference transmitter may therefore also comprise the digital-to-analog converter(s) required to provide
the RF calibration signals to the reference beamforming unit. In another embodiment, the digital-to-analog converter(s)
may be provided in the reference signal source. In this embodiment, the reference transmitter may be coupled to the
reference transmitter via an analog interface.
[0043] In another embodiment, the calibration system may comprise a signal splitter arranged between the reference
signal generator and the reference beamforming unit. The signal splitter may be configured to split the reference signal
into the calibration signals.
[0044] The signal splitter may be a device that accepts a RF signal on the input side and outputs a predefined number
of identical output signals. Especially for the task of calibration, it is important that the signal splitter outputs the calibration
signals with the known amplitude and phase.
[0045] It is understood, that the signal splitter may be arranged between the above-mentioned reference transmitter
and the reference beamforming unit.
[0046] In another embodiment, the reference signal generator may be configured to generate the reference signal as
a pseudo noise signal, also called PN-sequence or PN-signal, especially as band-limited pseudo noise signal, and more
especially as modulated pseudo-random binary sequence, also called PRBS, more especially with predefined cross-
correlation properties.
[0047] The reference signal may for example comprise known auto-correlation and a zero cross-correlation. It is
understood, that the above term "zero" may also refer to non-ideal calibration signals that comprise a cross-correlation
that is as low as possible. The cross-correlation properties avoid or reduce interference between multiple simultaneous
measurements.
[0048] In a further embodiment, the estimation unit may comprise a correlation receiver comprising a correlator con-
figured to correlate the output signals provided by the receivers each with a correlation sequence that matches the
characteristics of the respective calibration signal. The correlation receiver may further comprise an estimator configured
to estimate the phases and amplitudes of the output signals provided by the receivers with regard to the respective
calibration signals.
[0049] It is understood, that in an ideal case all signal paths would result in phases of 0° and the same amplitudes for
the output signals of the receivers. However, since the real signal paths are usually not ideal, the resulting phases will
probably differ from 0° and the amplitudes of the output signals will be different in amplitudes.
[0050] A correlation receiver is especially adequate for use in the calibration system, because the correlation receiver
may process signals, especially pseudo noise signals, with very low amplitudes. The amplitudes of such signals may
be below the noise level in the antenna system. Signals with such low amplitudes minimize the influence on the operational
signals of the wireless system. However, to detect and process such signals, the correlation receiver is required.
[0051] The correlation receiver may be provided with a matching correlation sequence for every receiver. The term
"matching" refers to the correlation sequence being adequate for detecting the respective calibration signal in the output
signal of the respective receiver. The longer the correlation sequences are chosen, the higher the signal-to-noise ration
of the correlation result will be. Therefore, the length of the correlation sequences may be chosen such that the signal-
to-noise ratio is higher than a predefined threshold value for a given application scenario. This means that the correlation
result will mostly depend on the calibration signals and not on the operational signals.
[0052] It is understood, that with lower amplitude calibration signals, longer correlation times will be required. However,
since the present invention provides means for reducing the influence of the calibration signals on the operational signals
of the wireless communication system, the amplitudes of the calibration signals may be increased such, that the influence
of the calibration signals on the output signal of a beamformer in receive direction of a massive MIMO antenna is below
a specific threshold level. As will be explained below, for specific application scenarios, the calibration signals may be
beamformed such that they cancel out in the receiving beamformer of the massive MIMO antenna.

[0053] The mathematical description may be as follows: The calibration signal may be denoted as  The reference

beamforming weights may be denoted as complex column vector  The calibration signal splitter may further considered

to be ideal. The output of the reference beamformer is  The directive coupler may be modeled as

 where  is the received signal at the antenna elements. The receive beamformer may be modeled as
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the scalar product  where  is a row vector of complex weights of the receive beamformer. The receive

signal after the receive beamformer can therefore be re-written as  The calibration signals cancel

out if  which can be achieve for  and  for an even

number of antennas  

[0054] In the estimation unit the effects on phases and amplitudes of the calibration signals introduced by the calibration
signal chain, i.e. the reference signal generator and/or the reference beamforming unit and/or the coupling elements
and/or the reference transmitter and/or the signal splitter, may be known. These values may e.g. be determined in a
factory calibration step.
[0055] As alternative, a closed loop may be provided that only includes the components of the calibration signal chain,
e.g. from the reference signal generator to the estimation unit. Such a closed loop may be used to determine the effects
on phases and amplitudes of the calibration signals introduced by the calibration signal chain. The estimation unit may
e.g. alternatingly determine the effects on phase and amplitude for the calibration signal chain and for the receivers in
predetermined intervals or when specific criteria are fulfilled. Such criteria may e.g. refer to a change in temperature
with a predetermined temperature amplitude (it is understood, that respective temperature sensors may be provided),
a specific amount of time passed (the calibration signal chain may e.g. be analyzed every several seconds, minutes or
hours), and/or other physical variables that may be recorded with a respective sensor.
[0056] With the knowledge of the effects on phases and amplitudes of the calibration signals introduced by the cali-
bration signal chain, the correlation receiver may then subtract these known effects from the phases and amplitudes
that result for the single receivers or receive signal paths in the correlation receiver. The results of this subtraction may
then be taken as the effects on phases and amplitudes of the calibration signals introduced by the respective receiver
or RF frontend. It is understood, that here the term "receiver" or "RF frontend" may refer to the full reception signal chain
or receive signal path from the coupling elements to the output ports of the receivers.
[0057] The result of the subtraction may then e.g. be provided to a signal processing unit or the receive beamformer
in the antenna system, e.g. a massive MIMO antenna, that comprises the receivers. The signal processing unit or the
receive beamformer may then adapt the beamforming weights for the single receivers accordingly.
[0058] In a further embodiment, the beamforming unit may comprise passive components for beamforming the cali-
bration signals, especially wires or traces of different lengths for the single calibration signals. In addition or as alternative,
the beamforming unit may comprise mechanical phase shifters for beamforming the calibration signals. As further al-
ternative or in addition, the beamforming unit may comprise a digital beamforming processor for beamforming the
calibration signals.
[0059] Passive components like wires or traces of different lengths and resistors for the single calibration signals allow
performing a static beamforming with very little effort. Such passive components may therefore especially be used if the
application scenario of the respective antenna system, e.g. a massive MIMO antenna, provides a fixed preferred direction
for the beamforming of the calibration signals.
[0060] Mechanical phase shifters may e.g. be implemented as mechanical elements that allow tuning the distance of
the receivers or the respective antenna elements to the couplers. To this end, the couplers may e.g. be mechanically
moved alongside the signal trace between the antenna element and the receiver. As further alternative, phase shifters
may be provided between the antenna elements and the position of the coupling elements, wherein that additional phase
shifter may tune the distances or signal paths between the antenna elements and the respective couplers.
[0061] The digital beamforming processor may perform beamforming in the digital domain with full flexibility for beam-
forming the calibration signals. In such an embodiment, the reference signal generator may be provided as digital signal
generator, e.g. a function, especially in the digital beamforming processor. The digital beamforming processor may then
comprise a respective digital-to-analog converter for every receiver and respective transmitters may be provided.
[0062] With the digital beamforming processor, the calibration signals may always be tuned according to the current
direction of arrival of the operational signals such that the influence on the operational signals is minimized.
[0063] If the digital beamforming processor is to react on currently used beamforming weights of the receive beam-
former, a respective interface may be provided between the digital beamforming processor and the receive beamformer
of the antenna system.
[0064] In another embodiment, the beamforming weights in the reference beamforming unit may be provided such,
that the calibration signals cancel out at a receive beamformer of the antenna system, especially when the receive
beamformer applies beamforming weights to the output signals of the receivers that are designed to maximize the signal
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strength at boresight.
[0065] The antenna system may e.g. receive signals from a limited range of preferred directions. This range may be
defined by the tilt range of the antenna system, which defines the steering range in both horizontal as well as vertical
direction. The impact of the calibration signals on the received signal may then be canceled out by carefully chosen
beamforming weights in the reference beamforming unit.
[0066] If e.g. the antenna system is built symmetrically, and the signal paths from the antenna elements that all reside
in the same plane to the couplers are made identical, then the phases and amplitudes of the calibration signals injected
at the couplers may be designed such that the calibration signal components cancel out each other at the combiner of
the receive beamformer when the combiner applies predefined beamforming weights, also called weighting vector

 to the received signal, e.g. a weighting vector  that is designed to maximize the signal energy at boresight.

[0067] In this embodiment, all reference signals may be injected with equal amplitude into the receive paths of the
receivers. All the receive paths may be designed to have equal gain and equal phase from respective antenna element
to the receive beamformer. In particular this means that the signals from the antenna elements reach the couplers with
equal phase shifts and amplitude shifts.

[0068] The phases of the reference beamforming weights may be denoted by  and defined as

 for n = 0 ... (N-1), where N is the number of receive paths or antenna elements or receivers.

[0069] When the antenna system, e.g. the receive beamformer in the antenna system, uses weights to form a beam
at boresight, i.e. beamforming weights of zero phase and equal amplitude, the reference signals as defined above cancel

out at the receive beamformer:  

[0070] Since the phases of the analog calibration signals result from different run-times of the signals on the circuit
boards, and the phases are coupled to the wavelength of the modulated calibration signals, the phases may be adjusted
to a predetermined target frequency. In embodiments, the minimal deterioration operational signals caused by the
calibration may be limited to about 10 % of the operating frequency. It is further possible, to use a configurable reference
beamforming unit, that may be adapted to use different frequencies. Likewise, when the receive paths are not perfectly
calibrated, i.e. phases and amplitudes are not equal, the reference signals may also not add entirely to zero. However,
the overall error due to a frequency deviation from predetermined target frequency may be negligible.
[0071] Further, if the beam at the receive beamformer is steered away from boresight, different weights with different
phases and amplitudes are applied by the receive beamformer and the calibration signals may not entirely cancel out
each other.
[0072] To mitigate the effects of the receive beamformer steering away from boresight, the calibration system may be
provided with information about the beamforming weights being currently used in the receive beamformer. The calibration
system may then e.g. only perform the calibration when the receive beamformer uses beamforming weights in boresight
or in a predefined region around boresight.
[0073] In another embodiment, the beamforming weights in the reference beamforming unit may be provided such
that the calibration signals components minimize at a beamformer of the antenna system, especially when the beamformer
applies any of a number of predefined sets of beamforming weights to the output signals of the receivers.
[0074] The predefined sets of beamforming weights or weighting vectors may refer to weighting vectors for preferred
directions of reception of the antenna system, e.g. in the antenna systems steering range. Therefore, the beamforming
weights in the reference beamforming unit may be chosen in a direction that is not covered by the antenna’s steering
range or tilt angle.
[0075] The particular reference beamforming weights may be determined e.g. by an optimization algorithm. The op-
timization is based on the expected probability of occurrence of beams for a certain deployment of the massive MIMO
antenna. This relates to a statistics of beamforming weights which is used to optimize the reference beamforming weights
for.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0076] For a more complete understanding of the present invention and advantages thereof, reference is now made
to the following description taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. The invention is explained in more
detail below using exemplary embodiments which are specified in the schematic figures of the drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 shows a block diagram of an embodiment of a calibration system according to the present invention;
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Fig. 2 shows a block diagram of an embodiment of an antenna system according to the present invention;

Fig. 3 shows a block diagram of an embodiment of a reference beamforming section according to the present
invention;

Fig. 4 shows a diagram of a wave front received by an antenna array;

Fig. 5 shows a diagram of an antenna array;

Fig. 6 shows a block diagram of a receive beamformer; and

Fig. 7 shows a flow diagram of an embodiment of a calibration method according to the present invention.

[0077] In the figures like reference signs denote like elements unless stated otherwise.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0078] Fig. 1 shows a block diagram of an embodiment of a calibration system 100 for an antenna system with three
receivers 151, 153, 155. It is understood, that the number of three receivers 151, 153, 155 is just exemplarily chosen
and that any other number of receivers is possible. More receivers are hinted at by three dots.
[0079] The calibration system 100 comprises a reference signal generator 101 that is coupled to a reference beam-
forming unit 103. The reference beamforming unit 103 is coupled the receivers 151, 153, 155 on the RF input side of
the receivers 151, 153, 155, e.g. by coupling elements (see Fig. 2). Further, an estimation unit 110 is coupled to respective
output interfaces of the receivers 151, 153, 155.
[0080] The reference signal generator 101 generates a reference signal 102 and provides the reference signal 102
to the reference beamforming unit 103. The reference beamforming unit 103 duplicates the reference signal 102 into a
dedicated calibration signal 104, 105, 106 for every one of the receivers 151, 153, 155 and applies a beamforming with
predetermined beamforming weights to the calibration signals 104, 105, 106. The reference beamforming unit 103 then
provides each one of the receivers 151, 153, 155 with the respectively beamformed calibration signal 104, 105, 106.
[0081] The beamformed calibration signals 104, 105, 106 will be processed in the receivers 151, 153, 155 and will be
provided to the estimation unit 110. The estimation unit 110 determines amplitude deviations and/or phase deviations
111 of the receivers 151, 153, 155 based on output signals 107, 108, 109 provided by the receivers 151, 153, 155.
[0082] It is understood, that although not shown, the antenna system may comprise further components, as will be
shown in Fig. 2. The output signals 107, 108, 109 may for example be provided to a signal processing unit in the antenna
system.
[0083] Fig. 2 shows a block diagram of an embodiment of an antenna system 250. The antenna system 250 comprises
three antenna elements 252, 254, 256 that are each coupled via a respective RF frontend 258, 259, 260 to respective
receivers 251, 253, 255. The receivers 251, 253, 255 are each provided with a clock signal from a clock source 261. It
is understood, that the number of three receive signal paths, i.e. paths comprising an antenna element 252, 254, 256,
a RF frontend 258, 259, 260 and a receiver 251, 253, 255, is just exemplarily chosen and that more receive signal paths
are possible (hinted at by three dots).
[0084] The output signals of the receivers 251, 253, 255 are provided to a signal processing unit 257. In the signal
processing unit 257, the output signals are processed by a receive beamformer 262. The resulting beamformed signal
is then provided to an interface unit 263, e.g. to a baseband interface unit or BBU.
[0085] The calibration system (not referenced separately) comprises the reference signal generator 201 that is provided
in the signal processing unit 257. The reference signal generator 201 is coupled to a reference transmitter 215. The
reference transmitter 215 is coupled to a splitter 216 that is coupled to the reference beamforming unit 203. The reference
beamforming unit 203 is coupled to coupling elements, here directional couplers 217, 218, 219 that are provided at the
signal lines between the respective antenna elements 252, 254, 256 and the respective RF frontends 258, 259, 260.
The estimation unit 210 is provided in the signal processing unit 257 and is coupled to the signal lines between the
receivers 251, 253, 255 and the receive beamformer 262.
[0086] For calibrating the receive signal paths of the antenna system 250, the reference signal generator 201 generates
the reference signal 202 and provides the reference signal 202 to the reference transmitter 215. The reference transmitter
215 upconverts the reference signal 202 to the operating or RF frequency of the receivers 251, 252, 253 and provides
the upconverted reference signal 202 to splitter 216. In splitter 216, the upconverted reference signal 202 is split into
multiple calibration signals (not separately referenced), i.e. one for every one of the receivers 251, 253, 255. The single
calibration signals are then beamformed in the reference beamforming unit 203 and are injected via directional couplers
217, 218, 219 into the respective signal paths. After being processed by the receivers 251, 253, 255, the output signals
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of the receivers 251, 253, 255 are provided to the estimation unit 210. The estimation unit 210 then processes the output
signals of the receivers 251, 253, 255 to determine amplitude deviations and/or phase deviations 111 of the receivers
251, 253, 255.
[0087] The estimation unit 210 may for example comprise a correlation receiver comprising a correlator configured to
correlate the output signals provided by the receivers 251, 253, 255 each with a correlation sequence that matches the
characteristics of the respective calibration signal. The estimation unit 210 may further comprise an estimator configured
to estimate the phases and amplitudes of the output signals provided by the receivers 251, 253, 255 with regard to the
respective calibration signals.
[0088] It is understood, that the output interfaces of the receivers 251, 253, 255 may be digital interfaces and that the
receivers 251, 253, 255 may comprise the respective analog-to-digital converters.
[0089] The combination of the single output signals by the receive beamformer 262 may therefore take place in the
digital domain. In this case, the receive beamformer 262 takes the output signals from the receivers 251, 252, 253,
performs the respective phase shifts and scales the amplitude accordingly, prior to adding the different output signals
to form a single beamformed output signal.
[0090] In an alternative embodiment, the output interfaces of the receivers 251, 253, 255 may be analog interfaces
and the required analog-to-digital converters may be provided in the receive beamformer 262 and the estimation unit 210.
[0091] Fig. 3 shows a block diagram of an embodiment of a reference beamforming section according to the present
invention. The reference beamforming section comprises the reference beamforming unit 303 and further comprises an
antenna beamformer 365. It is understood, that Fig. 3 also shows three exemplary receive signal paths and that more
signal paths are possible (hinted at by three dots). A massive MIMO antenna or smart antenna may for example comprise
64 receive signal paths.
[0092] The three receive signal paths may e.g. be the receive signal paths of the antenna system 250 as shown in
Fig. 2. Each receive signal path therefore comprises an antenna element 352, 354, 356. The reference beamforming
unit 303 is provided after the splitter 316 and provides beamformed calibration signals to the receive signal paths after
the antenna elements 352, 354, 356 via couplers 317, 318, 319.
[0093] The antenna beamformer 365 is provided between the antenna elements 352, 354, 356 and the couplers 317,
318, 319.
[0094] With the antenna beamformer 365 the amplitude and the phase between the signals originating from the antenna
elements 352, 354, 356 and the calibration signals being coupled into the receive signal paths may be tuned as required,
e.g. by controlling the distances or selecting signal paths between the antenna elements 352, 354, 356 and the couplers
317, 318, 319.
[0095] It is understood, that the antenna beamformer 365 may be used as stand-alone beamformer of the calibration
system. It is also understood, that hybrid configurations as shown in Fig. 3 with the antenna beamformer 365 and the
reference beamforming unit 303 are also possible.
[0096] Fig. 4 shows a diagram of a wavefront 470 received by a linear antenna array with four antenna elements 471,
472, 473, 474.
[0097] The received signal, i.e. the wavefront 470, is received from a direction indicated by angle a. It can be seen
that in direction of the angle α the signals are all aligned, i.e., the signals add constructively in this direction.
[0098] It can also be seen, that the length of the signal path to the single antenna elements 471, 472, 473, 474 increases
from right to left because of the incident angle α. This means that the signal arrives at antenna element 474 first and at
antenna element 471 last.
[0099] It is important that the signals received by the individual antenna elements 471, 472, 473, 474 add constructively
when combining them in the receive beamformer. Therefore, the phase and amplitude for each receive path must be
carefully controlled, and imbalances regarding phase and amplitude of the single receive paths should be known.
[0100] As already indicated above, the calibration system 100 serves for detecting imbalances in the single receive
signal paths. These detected imbalances may then be considered in the receive beamformer.
[0101] Fig. 5 shows a diagram of an antenna array 550 in which the boresight 580 and a tilt angle 581 is indicated for
the antenna array 550. The boresight 580 represents the direction of a 0° vertical angle and a 0° horizontal angle from
the plane in which the antenna elements of the antenna array 550 are arranged.
[0102] The tilt angle 581 represents the angle in which the direction of main sensitivity of the antenna array 550 may
be steered by the respective receive beamformer.
[0103] In Fig. 5 a possible direction of arrival 582 is shown, which represents a possible direction of arrival 582 which
may be used to determine the beamforming weights for the calibration signals.
[0104] It can be seen, that the possible direction of arrival 582 is outside of the tilt angle 581. Therefore, during operation
of the antenna array 550 no operational signals will ever arrive from the direction of arrival 582 or at least the receive
beamformer will never try to receive a signal from that direction. Therefore, the direction of arrival 582 may be used for
beamforming calibration signals to minimize the interference with any operational signals.
[0105] Fig. 6 shows a block diagram of a receive beamformer 662. The receive beamformer 662 takes n input signals



EP 3 618 314 A1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

from the receivers of the antenna system (not shown). Each signal may be a baseband signal represented by its in-
phase and quadrature component (IQ-signal). The receive beamformer 662 comprises a multiplier 685, 686, 687 for
every input signal and an adder 688 for combining the multiplied signals.

[0106] The multipliers 685, 686, 687 multiply each input signal by a complex weight  where the amplitude

of  scales the amplitude of the  received signal and the phase of the weight rotates the phase of the 

received signal, respectively. The adder 688 then adds the multiplied signals to form a beamformed output signal.
[0107] For sake of clarity in the following description of the method-based Figure the reference signs used above in
the description of apparatus-based Figures will be maintained.
[0108] Fig. 7 shows a flow diagram of an embodiment of a calibration method for calibrating a number of receivers
151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255 of an antenna system 250, 550.
[0109] The method comprises generating S1 a single reference signal 102, 202, duplicating S2 the reference signal
102, 202 into a calibration signal 104, 105, 106 for every one of the receivers 151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255, applying
S3 a beamforming with predetermined beamforming weights to the calibration signals 104, 105, 106, providing S4 each
one of the receivers 151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255 with the respectively beamformed calibration signal 104, 105, 106,
and determining S5 amplitude deviations and/or phase deviations 111 of the receivers 151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255
based on output signals 107, 108, 109 provided by the receivers 151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255 via respective output
interfaces.
[0110] Generating S1 may comprise generating the reference signal 102, 202 as a pseudo noise signal, especially
as band-limited pseudo noise signal, and more especially as modulated pseudo-random binary sequence, especially
with predefined cross-correlation properties. In addition or as alternative providing S4 may comprise coupling in the
respective calibration signal 104, 105, 106 in a RF signal path of the respective receiver 151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255,
especially with respective coupling elements 217, 218, 219, 317, 318, 319.
[0111] The predetermined beamforming weights may be provided such that the calibration signals 104, 105, 106
cancel out at a receive beamformer of the antenna system 250, 550 when the receive beamformer applies beamforming
weights to the output signals 107, 108, 109 of the receivers 151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255 that are designed to maximize
the signal strength at boresight 580. Alternatively, the predetermined beamforming weights may be provided such that
the calibration signals components minimize at a beamformer of the antenna system 250, 550 when the beamformer
applies any of a number of predefined sets of beamforming weights to the output signals 107, 108, 109 of the receivers
151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255.
[0112] The method may further comprise upconverting the reference signal 102, 202 to the operating frequency of
the receivers 151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255, especially with a reference transmitter 215, after generating S1 the reference
signal 102, 202.
[0113] The method may also comprise splitting the reference signal 102, 202 into the calibration signals 104, 105,
106, especially with a signal splitter 216, 316, after generating S1 or upconverting the reference signal 102, 202.
[0114] Determining S5 may comprise correlating the output signals 107, 108, 109 provided by the receivers 151, 153,
155, 251, 253, 255 each with a correlation sequence that matches the characteristics of the respective calibration signal
104, 105, 106, and estimating the phases and amplitudes of the output signals 107, 108, 109 provided by the receivers
151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255 with regard to the respective calibration signals 104, 105, 106.
[0115] Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and described herein, it will be appreciated by those of
ordinary skill in the art that a variety of alternate and/or equivalent implementations exist. It should be appreciated that
the exemplary embodiment or exemplary embodiments are only examples, and are not intended to limit the scope,
applicability, or configuration in any way. Rather, the foregoing summary and detailed description will provide those
skilled in the art with a convenient road map for implementing at least one exemplary embodiment, it being understood
that various changes may be made in the function and arrangement of elements described in an exemplary embodiment
without departing from the scope as set forth in the appended claims and their legal equivalents. Generally, this application
is intended to cover any adaptations or variations of the specific embodiments discussed herein.
[0116] The present invention provides a calibration system 100 for calibrating a number of receivers 151, 153, 155,
251, 253, 255 of an antenna system 250, 550, the calibration system 100 comprising a reference signal generator 101,
201 that is configured to generate a reference signal 102, 202, a reference beamforming unit 103, 203, 303 that is
coupled to the reference signal generator 101, 201 and that is configured to duplicate the reference signal 102, 202 into
a calibration signal 104, 105, 106 for every one of the receivers 151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255 and to apply a beamforming
with predetermined beamforming weights to the calibration signals 104, 105, 106 and to provide each one of the receivers
151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255 with the respectively beamformed calibration signal 104, 105, 106, and an estimation unit
110, 210 that is coupled to respective output interfaces of the receivers 151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255 and that is configured
to determine amplitude deviations and/or phase deviations 111 of the receivers 151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255 based on
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output signals 107, 108, 109 provided by the receivers 151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255 via the respective output interfaces.
In addition, the present invention provides a respective antenna system 250, 550 and a method for calibrating a number
of receivers 151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255 of an antenna system 250, 550.

List of reference signs

[0117]

100 calibration system
101, 201 reference signal generator
102, 202 reference signal
103, 203, 303 reference beamforming unit
104, 105, 106 calibration signal
107, 108, 109 output signal
110, 210 estimation unit
111 amplitude deviation and/or phase deviation

215 reference transmitter
216, 316 splitter
217, 218, 219, 317, 318, 319 coupler

250, 550 antenna system
151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255 receiver
152, 154, 156, 252, 254, 256 antenna element
352, 354, 356 antenna element
257 signal processing unit
258, 259, 260 RF frontend
261 clock source
262, 662 receive beamformer
263 interface unit

365 antenna beamformer

470 wavefront
471, 472, 473, 474 antenna element

580 boresight
581 tilt range
582 direction of arrival
685, 686, 687 multiplier
688 adder

S1, S2, S3, S4 method steps

Claims

1. Calibration system (100) for calibrating a number of receive signal paths, each comprising a receiver (151, 153,
155,251, 253, 255), of an antenna system (250, 550), the calibration system (100) comprising:

a reference signal generator (101, 201) that is configured to generate a reference signal (102, 202),
a reference beamforming unit (103, 203, 303) that is coupled to the reference signal generator (101, 201) and
that is configured to duplicate the reference signal (102, 202) into a calibration signal (104, 105, 106) for every
one of the receive signal paths (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) and to apply a beamforming with predetermined
beamforming weights to the calibration signals (104, 105, 106) and to provide each one of the receive signal
paths (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) with the respectively beamformed calibration signal (104, 105, 106), and
an estimation unit (110, 210) that is coupled to respective output interfaces of the receive signal paths (151,
153, 155, 251, 253, 255) and that is configured to determine amplitude deviations and/or phase deviations (111)
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of the receive signal paths (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) based on output signals (107, 108, 109) provided by
the receive signal paths (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) via the respective output interfaces.

2. Calibration system (100) according to claim 1, comprising a coupling element (217, 218, 219, 317, 318, 319) for
every one of the receivers (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255), the coupling elements (217, 218, 219, 317, 318, 319)
being coupled to the reference beamforming unit (103, 203, 303) and being configured to couple in the respective
calibration signal (104, 105, 106) in a RF signal path of the respective receiver (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255).

3. Calibration system (100) according to anyone of the preceding claims, comprising a reference transmitter (215)
arranged between the reference signal generator (101, 201) and the reference beamforming unit (103, 203, 303),
wherein the reference transmitter (215) is configured to upconvert the reference signal (102, 202) to the operating
frequency of the receivers (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255).

4. Calibration system (100) according to anyone of the preceding claims, comprising a signal splitter (216, 316) arranged
between the reference signal generator (101, 201) and the reference beamforming unit (103, 203, 303) and configured
to split the reference signal (102, 202) into the calibration signals (104, 105, 106).

5. Calibration system (100) according to anyone of the preceding claims, wherein the reference signal generator (101,
201) is configured to generate the reference signal (102, 202) as a pseudo noise signal, especially as band-limited
pseudo noise signal, and more especially as modulated pseudo-random binary sequence, especially with predefined
cross-correlation properties.

6. Calibration system (100) according to anyone of the preceding claims, wherein the estimation unit (110, 210) com-
prises a correlation receiver comprising a correlator configured to correlate the output signals (107, 108, 109)
provided by the receivers (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) each with a correlation sequence that matches the char-
acteristics of the respective calibration signal (104, 105, 106), and comprising an estimator configured to estimate
the phases and amplitudes of the output signals (107, 108, 109) provided by the receivers (151, 153, 155, 251, 253,
255) with regard to the respective calibration signals (104, 105, 106).

7. Calibration system (100) according to anyone of the preceding claims, wherein the beamforming unit comprises
passive components for beamforming the calibration signals (104, 105, 106), especially wires or traces of different
lengths for the single calibration signals (104, 105, 106), and/or
wherein the beamforming unit comprises mechanical phase shifters for beamforming the calibration signals (104,
105, 106), and/or
wherein the beamforming unit comprises a digital beamforming processor for beamforming the calibration signals
(104, 105, 106).

8. Calibration system (100) according to anyone of the preceding claims, wherein the beamforming weights in the
reference beamforming unit (103, 203, 303) are provided such that the calibration signals (104, 105, 106) cancel
out at a receive beamformer of the antenna system (250, 550) when the receive beamformer applies beamforming
weights to the output signals (107, 108, 109) of the receivers (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) that are designed to
maximize the signal strength at boresight (580).

9. Calibration system (100) according to anyone of the preceding claims 1 to 7, wherein the beamforming weights in
the reference beamforming unit (103, 203, 303) are provided such that the calibration signals components minimize
at a beamformer of the antenna system (250, 550) when the beamformer applies any of a number of predefined
sets of beamforming weights to the output signals (107, 108, 109) of the receivers (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255).

10. Antenna system (250, 550) comprising:

a plurality of antenna elements (152, 154, 156, 252, 254, 256, 352, 354, 356),
a receiver (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) for every one of the antenna elements (152, 154, 156, 252, 254, 256,
352, 354, 356) that is coupled to the respective antenna element (152, 154, 156, 252, 254, 256, 352, 354, 356),
and
a calibration system (100) according to any one of the preceding claims.

11. Method for calibrating a number of receive signal paths, each comprising a receiver (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255),
of an antenna system (250, 550), the method comprising:
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generating (S1) a single reference signal (102, 202),
duplicating (S2) the reference signal (102, 202) into a calibration signal (104, 105, 106) for every one of the
receive signal paths (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255),
applying (S3) a beamforming with predetermined beamforming weights to the calibration signals (104, 105, 106),
providing (S4) each one of the receive signal paths (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) with the respectively beam-
formed calibration signal (104, 105, 106), and
determining (S5) amplitude deviations and/or phase deviations (111) of the receive signal paths (151, 153, 155,
251, 253, 255) based on output signals (107, 108, 109) provided by the receive signal paths (151, 153, 155,
251, 253, 255) via respective output interfaces.

12. Method according to claim 11, wherein generating comprises generating the reference signal (102, 202) as a pseudo
noise signal, especially as band-limited pseudo noise signal, and more especially as modulated pseudo-random
binary sequence, especially with predefined cross-correlation properties, and/or
wherein providing comprises coupling in the respective calibration signal (104, 105, 106) in a RF signal path of the
respective receiver (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255), especially with respective coupling elements (217, 218, 219,
317, 318, 319).

13. Method according to anyone of the preceding claims 11 and 12, comprising upconverting the reference signal (102,
202) to the operating frequency of the receivers (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255), especially with a reference transmitter
(215), and/or
comprising splitting the reference signal (102, 202) into the calibration signals (104, 105, 106), especially with a
signal splitter (216, 316).

14. Method according to anyone of the preceding claims 11 to 13, wherein determining comprises correlating the output
signals (107, 108, 109) provided by the receivers (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) each with a correlation sequence
that matches the characteristics of the respective calibration signal (104, 105, 106), and estimating the phases and
amplitudes of the output signals (107, 108, 109) provided by the receivers (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) with regard
to the respective calibration signals (104, 105, 106).

15. Method according to anyone of the preceding claims 11 to 14, wherein the predetermined beamforming weights
are provided such that the calibration signals (104, 105, 106) cancel out at a receive beamformer of the antenna
system (250, 550) when the receive beamformer applies beamforming weights to the output signals (107, 108, 109)
of the receivers (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255) that are designed to maximize the signal strength at boresight (580), or
wherein the predetermined beamforming weights are provided such that the calibration signals components minimize
at a beamformer of the antenna system (250, 550) when the beamformer applies any of a number of predefined
sets of beamforming weights to the output signals (107, 108, 109) of the receivers (151, 153, 155, 251, 253, 255).
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