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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to an exhaust gas
purifying apparatus for an engine, which uses a reducing
agent to remove, by reduction, nitrogen oxide (NOx) dis-
charged from a diesel engine, a gasoline engine, or the
like, mounted on a mobile vehicle. In particular, it relates
to an engine exhaust gas purifying apparatus that pre-
vents clogging of an injection nozzle for supplying a re-
ducing agent to an exhaust gas on an upstream side of
a reducing catalyst, and when clogging in the injection
nozzle occurs, clears such clogging, to improve the effi-
ciency of NOx purification processing.

Background Art

[0002] As a system which purifies exhaust gas by re-
moving particularly NOx from among particulate matters
(PM) in exhaust gas discharged from an engine, several
exhaust gas purifying apparatuses have been proposed.
In these exhaust gas purifying apparatuses, a reduction
catalyst is placed in the exhaust system of the engine,
and a reducing agent is injection-supplied into an exhaust
gas passage on the upstream side of the reduction cat-
alyst, to thereby catalytically reduction react the NOx in
the exhaust gas with the reducing agent, and thus puri-
fication process the NOx into harmless constituents. The
reducing agent is stored in a liquid state at room temper-
ature in a reservoir tank, and a necessary amount thereof
is injection-supplied from an injection nozzle. The reduc-
tion reaction uses ammonia which has excellent reactivity
with NOx, and a reducing agent water solution such as
a urea aqueous solution, ammonia aqueous solution or
the like that is hydrolyzed to produce ammonia easily is
used as the reducing agent (refer for example to Patent
Document 1).

Patent Document 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent
Publication No. 2000-27627

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0003] However, in the aforementioned conventional
exhaust gas purifying apparatus, an amount of reducing
agent supplied is controlled in accordance with the op-
eration state of the engine (exhaust gas temperature,
NOx discharge quantity, and so forth). For instance, ac-
cordIng to the patent application JP2003269145A, a sen-
sor measures the NOx-concentration of the exhaust gas
(see JP2003269145A, paragraph (0018). The level of
clogging is measured by means of a pressure meter
which measures the pressure In the nozzle, spending
the reducing agent, due to a pressure, activated by a high
pressure tank. In another conventional exhaust gas pu-

rifying apparatus (see EP1331373A1) the probable clog-
ging time is estimated and the flow of urea water is con-
trolled according to this estimated time. However in some
cases, depending on the operation state of the engine,
the injection holes of the injection nozzle provided in the
exhaust gas passage, or the passage leading thereto,
may become clogged and it may become impossible to
supply reducing agent sufficiently. As a result, the reduc-
tion reaction of the NOx with the above-mentioned re-
duction catalyst does not proceed smoothly, and there
is a possibility of NOx being exhausted.
[0004] Further EP 1 149 991 A, shows an air assisted
type reduction agent supply system, having a method of
determining the failure of the supply system The above
clogging of the injection nozzle is principally caused by
the urea (referred to below as "solid urea") in the urea
aqueous solution (referred to below as "urea water") serv-
ing as the reducing agent, crystallizing and solidifying in
the injection holes, or the passage leading thereto. This
is because urea water solidifies at 100°C, and hence
when the urea water is heated above 100°C urea crystals
form. Here, during the normal injection supply of urea
water by the injection nozzle, the urea water supplied
from the reservoir tank, (urea water and compressed air
in the case of a reducing agent supply system that sup-
plies compressed air with urea water to the injection noz-
zle), cools the interior of the nozzle, so that even if the
injection nozzle is heated by the exhaust gas from the
engine, the urea water does not reach 100°C. However,
in the case where the quantity of urea water supplied is
reduced, so that the interior of the nozzle can no longer
be cooled, there is a possibility that the urea water inside
the nozzle could reach or exceed 100°C, and urea crys-
tals could form, causing clogging.
[0005] Moreover the melting point of solid urea is
132°C. Therefore if the exhaust gas temperature close
to the injection nozzle is raised by the exhaust gas from
the engine, and the heat input to the injection nozzle is
increased, the solid urea will melt and the clogging of the
nozzle will be cleared.
[0006] However, in the case where a reduction agent
supply means is a so-called air assisted type reduction
agent supply means that supplies compressed air togeth-
er with urea water to the injection nozzle to atomize the
urea water and eject it, the compressed air that is con-
stantly supplied to the injection nozzle cools the interior
of the nozzle. Therefore, the temperature of the interior
of the nozzle does not rise above 132°C, and melting of
the solid urea is prevented. Consequently there is a pos-
sibility that solid urea that has crystallized and solidified
will attached to the interior of the injection nozzle, and
cause clogging of the nozzle. In this case, in order to
raise the temperature of the interior of the injection nozzle
to melt the sold urea, it is considered that the exhaust
gas temperature inside the exhaust gas passage rises.
However this may not be advisable for some engines.
[0007]  Therefore, the present invention addresses
such problems with an object of providing an engine ex-
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haust gas purifying apparatus which prevents clogging
of an injection nozzle which supplies a reducing agent to
the exhaust gas on an upstream side of a reduction cat-
alyst, and when clogging of the injection nozzle occurs,
clears such clogging, to improve the efficiency of NOx
purification processing.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0008] An exhaust gas purifying apparatus may be an
exhaust gas purifying apparatus of an engine including:
a reduction catalyst which is arranged in an exhaust sys-
tem of an engine, for reducing and purifying nitrogen ox-
ide in an exhaust gas using a reducing agent; a reducing
agent supply means having an injection nozzle which is
supplied with a reducing agent together with compressed
air and atomizes the reducing agent, and which injection-
supplies this to an exhaust gas on an upstream side of
the reduction catalyst inside an exhaust gas passage of
the exhaust system; and a temperature detection means
which is provided in a position in the vicinity of the injec-
tion nozzle on the upstream side in the exhaust gas pas-
sage, and which detects the exhaust gas temperature
inside the exhaust gas passage; wherein the reducing
agent supply means uses a detection signal of the ex-
haust gas temperature from the temperature detection
means to set a supply quantity at or above a lower limit
for cooling the interior of the injection nozzle to below the
temperature at which the reducing agent crystallizes, for
that exhaust gas temperature, and carries out supply of
reducing agent to the injection nozzle.
[0009] According to this construction, using the detec-
tion signal of the exhaust gas temperature from the tem-
perature detection means, the reducing agent supply
means sets the supply quantity at or above a lower limit
for cooling the interior of the injection nozzle to below the
temperature at which the reducing agent crystallizes, for
the detected exhaust gas temperature, and supplies re-
ducing agent to the injection nozzle at that set supply
quantity. By such supply of reducing agent, the interior
of the injection nozzle is cooled to below the temperature
at which the reducing agent crystallizes.
[0010] The construction described above may have
the feature that, the reducing agent supply means is pro-
vided with a control circuit which receives, as an input, a
detection signal of the exhaust gas temperature from the
temperature detection means, and also receives, as an
input, a signal of the operation state of the engine, and
which obtains a supply quantity of reducing agent in that
engine operation state, and obtains a lower limit of a sup-
ply quantity of reducing agent for cooling the interior of
the injection nozzle to below the temperature at which
the reducing agent crystallizes, for that exhaust gas tem-
perature, and compares both of these to set the supply
quantity of the reducing agent. As a result, the control
circuit provided in the reducing agent supply means re-
ceives, as an input, a detection signal of the exhaust gas
temperature from the temperature detection means, and

receives, as an input, a signal of the operation state of
the engine, and obtains the supply quantity of reducing
agent at the time of that engine operation state, and ob-
tains a lower limit of a supply quantity of the reducing
agent for cooling the interior of the injection nozzle to
below the temperature at which the reducing agent crys-
tallizes, for the detected exhaust gas temperature, and
compares both of these to set the supply quantity of the
reducing agent.
[0011] Furthermore the reducing agent may be a urea
aqueous solution. As a result, a urea aqueous solution
that can be hydrolyzed to readily produce ammonia is
used as the reducing agent, and nitrogen oxide in the
exhaust gas is reduced and purified.
[0012] According to the invention the exhaust gas pu-
rifying apparatus recited in claim 1, is an exhaust gas
purifying apparatus of an engine including: a reduction
catalyst which is arranged in an exhaust system of an
engine, for reducing and purifying nitrogen oxide in an
exhaust gas using a reducing agent; reducing agent sup-
ply means having an injection nozzle which is supplied
with a reducing agent together with compressed air and
atomizes the reducing agent, and which injection-sup-
plies this to an exhaust gas on an upstream side of the
reduction catalyst inside an exhaust gas passage of the
exhaust system; and temperature detection means
which is provided in a position in the vicinity of the injec-
tion nozzle on the upstream side in the exhaust gas pas-
sage, and which detects the exhaust gas temperature
inside the exhaust gas passage; wherein the reducing
agent supply means is provided with pressure detection
means for detecting the internal pressure of the injection
nozzle, and uses a detection signal of the internal pres-
sure of the injection nozzle to stop supply of compressed
air and reducing agent to the injection nozzle when this
pressure reaches or exceeds a predetermined value, and
uses a detection signal of the exhaust gas temperature
from the temperature detection means to restart supply
of compressed air and reducing agent to the injection
nozzle when the exhaust gas temperature in the vicinity
of the injection nozzle reaches or exceeds the melting
point of the reducing agent.
[0013] According to such a configuration of the inven-
tive exhaust gas purifying apparatus the reducing agent
supply means uses a detection signal of the internal pres-
sure of the injection nozzle detected by the pressure de-
tection means to stop supply of compressed air and re-
ducing agent to the injection nozzle when the detected
pressure reaches or exceeds a predetermined value, and
uses a detection signal of the exhaust gas temperature
from the temperature detection means to restart supply
of compressed air and reducing agent to the injection
nozzle when the exhaust gas temperature in the vicinity
of the injection nozzle reaches or exceeds the melting
point of the reducing agent. As a result, cooling of the
nozzle interior is suppressed, and clogging of the injec-
tion nozzle is cleared by the exhaust gas temperature
inside the exhaust gas passage.
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[0014] In the invention as recited in claim 2, the reduc-
ing agent supply means is provided with a control circuit
which receives, as an input, a detection signal of internal
pressure of the injection nozzle from the pressure detec-
tion means, and also receives, as an input, a detection
signal of the exhaust gas temperature from the temper-
ature detection means, and controls so as to stop the
supply of compressed air and reducing agent to the in-
jection nozzle when the internal pressure of the injection
nozzle reaches or exceeds a predetermined value, and
restart supply of compressed air and reducing agent to
the injection nozzle when the exhaust gas temperature
in the vicinity of the injection nozzle reaches or exceeds
the melting point of the reducing agent. As a result, the
control circuit provided in the reducing agent supply
means receives, as an input, a detection signal of internal
pressure of the injection nozzle from the pressure detec-
tion means, and receives, an input, a detection signal of
the exhaust gas temperature from the temperature de-
tection means, and controls so as to stop the supply of
compressed air and reducing agent to the injection noz-
zle when the internal pressure of the injection nozzle
reaches or exceeds a predetermined value, and restart
the supply of compressed air and reducing agent to the
injection nozzle when the exhaust gas temperature in the
vicinity of the injection nozzle reaches or exceeds the
melting point of the reducing agent.
[0015]  In the invention as recited in claim 3, the re-
ducing agent is a urea aqueous solution. As a result, a
urea aqueous solution that can be hydrolyzed to readily
produce ammonia is used as the reducing agent, and
nitrogen oxide in the exhaust gas is reduced to be puri-
fied.
[0016] In the invention recited in claim 4, the exhaust
gas temperature in the vicinity of the injection nozzle at
the time when the supply of compressed air and reducing
agent to the injection nozzle is restarted is 132°C or there-
above. As a result, the interior of the injection nozzle is
heated to a temperature at or higher than the melting
point of the urea in the urea aqueous solution.

EFFECT OF THE INVENTION

[0017] According to the described known
construction , by supplying the reducing agent at a supply
quantity set to greater than or equal to the lower limit for
cooling the interior of the injection nozzle to below the
temperature at which the reducing agent crystallizes, for
the detected exhaust gas temperature, the interior of the
injection nozzle is cooled, and the reducing agent does
not crystallize, and clogging of the injection nozzle can
be prevented. Consequently, the efficiency of the NOx
purification processing can be improved.
[0018] Furthermore, according to the described known
construction the reducing agent can be supplied by com-
paring the supply quantity of the reducing agent in the
engine operation state at that time, with the lower limit of
the supply quantity of the reducing agent for cooling the

interior of the injection nozzle to below the temperature
at which the reducing agent crystallizes, for the detected
exhaust gas temperature, and continually setting the sup-
ply quantity of the reducing agent for the exhaust gas
temperature at that time, to at or above the lower limit.
Consequently, the interior of the injection nozzle is
cooled, and the reducing agent does not crystallize, and
clogging of the injection nozzle can be prevented.
[0019] Moreover, according to the described
construction , by not directly using ammonia for the re-
ducing agent, but using a urea aqueous solution which
is hydrolyzed to easily produce ammonia, the NOx in the
exhaust gas is converted into harmless constituents, and
the efficiency of the NOx purification processing can be
improved.
[0020] According to the invention according to claim
1, in the case where it is judged that clogging of the in-
jection nozzle has occurred, the supply of compressed
air and reducing agent to the injection nozzle can be
stopped to suppress cooling of the nozzle interior, and
in the case where in this state it is judged that the reducing
agent in the interior of the nozzle has been melted by
heat from the exhaust gas in the exhaust gas passage,
the supply of compressed air and reducing agent to the
injection nozzle can be restarted. As a result, when clog-
ging of the injection nozzle has occurred, the clogging
can be cleared even if the exhaust gas temperature in
the exhaust gas passage is low. Consequently, the effi-
ciency of the NOx purification processing can be im-
proved.
[0021] Moreover, according to the invention recited in
claim 2, the control circuit provided in the reducing agent
supply means can judge that clogging of the injection
nozzle has occurred when the internal pressure in the
injection nozzle reaches or exceeds a predetermined val-
ue, and stop the supply of compressed air and reducing
agent to the injection nozzle, and when the exhaust gas
temperature in the vicinity of the injection nozzle reaches
or exceeds the melting point of the reducing agent, can
judge that the reducing agent in the interior of the injection
nozzle has been melted by the heat from the exhaust
gas, and restart the supply of compressed air and reduc-
ing agent to the injection nozzle. As a result, when clog-
ging of the injection nozzle has occurred, the clogging
can be cleared even in the case where the exhaust gas
temperature in the exhaust gas passage is low, and ac-
cordingly, the efficiency of the NOx purification process-
ing can be improved.
[0022] Moreover, according to the invention as recited
in claim 3, by not directly using ammonia for the reducing
agent, but using a urea aqueous solution which is hydro-
lyzed to easily produce ammonia, the NOx in the exhaust
gas is converted into harmless constituents, and the ef-
ficiency of the NOx purification processing can be im-
proved.
[0023] Still furthermore, according to the invention re-
cited in claim 4, the exhaust gas from the engine can be
used to heat the interior of the injection nozzle to the
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melting point of urea or thereabove, and solid urea inside
the nozzle can be melted to clear the clogging of the
injection nozzle. As a result, the efficiency of the NOx
purification processing can be improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0024]

FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram showing an engine
exhaust gas purifying apparatus according to the de-
scribed known construction.
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram for describing the con-
figuration and operation of a reducing agent supply
unit and an injection nozzle of an exhaust gas puri-
fying apparatus according to the known construction
FIG. 3 is a flow chart for explanatorily illustrating the
operation of the exhaust gas purifying apparatus of
the known construction.
FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram for explanatorily illus-
trating the configuration and operation of a reducing
agent supply unit and an injection nozzle of an ex-
haust gas purifying apparatus according to the in-
vention
FIG. 5 is a flow chart for explanatorily illustrating the
operation of the exhaust gas purifying apparatus ac-
cording to the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE REFERENCE SYMBOLS

[0025]

1 Engine
3 Reduction catalyst
4 Exhaust pipe 5 Injection nozzle
6 Reducing agent supply unit
7 Reservoir tank
8 Supply pipe
9 Exhaust gas temperature sensor
11 Urea water supply valve
13 Air supply valve
14 Reducing agent supply control circuit
15 Engine control circuit
16 Pressure sensor
17 Common pipe

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0026] Hereunder is a detailed descirption of the
named known construction and of an embodiments of
the present inventions, based on the accompanying
drawings. FIGURE 1 is a diagram showing the known
construction of an engine exhaust gas purifying appara-
tus.
This exhaust gas uses a reducing agent to remove, by
reduction, NOx discharged from a diesel engine, a gaso-
line engine, or the like, mounted on a mobile vehicle.
Exhaust gas of an engine 1, which uses gasoline or light

oil as a fuel, is discharged from an exhaust gas manifold
2 into the atmosphere via an exhaust pipe 4 in which a
NOx reduction catalyst 3 is arranged. More specifically,
an exhaust system is of a construction in which three
catalysts, namely a nitrogen monoxide (NO) oxidation
catalyst, a NOx reduction catalyst, and an ammonia ox-
idation catalyst, are arranged in this order from the up-
stream side of the exhaust gas flow in the exhaust pipe
4 serving as an exhaust gas passage, and a temperature
sensor, a NOx sensor, and so forth, are arranged before
and after the catalysts. However, the detailed configura-
tion is not shown in the diagram.
[0027] The NOx reduction catalyst 3 is for reducing
and purifying NOx in the exhaust gas passing through
the exhaust pipe 4, using a reducing agent, and has for
example a zeolite system active ingredient supported on
a monolithic type catalyst carrier having a honeycomb
shaped cross-section made from a ceramic cordilite, or
a Fe-Cr-Al system heat-resistant steel. Moreover, the ac-
tive ingredient supported on the catalyst carrier receives
a supply of a reducing agent and is activated, and thereby
effectively purifies the NOx into a harmless substance.
[0028] An injection nozzle 5 is arranged on the up-
stream side of the NOx reduction catalyst 3 in the pas-
sage of the exhaust gas and in the interior of the exhaust
pipe 4. This injection nozzle 5 supplies a reducing agent
to the exhaust gas on the upstream side of the NOx re-
duction catalyst 3. The reducing agent is supplied togeth-
er with compressed air via a reducing agent supply unit
6, so that the reducing agent is atomized and injection-
supplied. Such a device is usually called an air assisted
type. Here, the injection nozzle 5 is arranged facing
downstream substantially in parallel with the flow direc-
tion A of the exhaust gas in the exhaust pipe 4, or it is
arranged to be inclined diagonally at an appropriate an-
gle. Moreover, the reducing agent, which is stored in a
reservoir tank 7, is supplied to the reducing agent supply
unit 6 through a supply pipe 8. Also, the injection nozzle
5 and the reducing agent supply unit 6 constitute a re-
ducing agent supply unit capable of supplying the reduc-
ing agent to the exhaust gas on the upstream side of the
NOx reduction catalyst 3.
[0029] In this known construction, a urea aqueous so-
lution (urea water) is used as the reducing agent to be
injection-supplied by the injection nozzle 5. Alternatively,
an ammonia aqueous solution may be used. Moreover,
the urea water injection-supplied by the injection nozzle
5 is hydrolyzed by the exhaust heat in the exhaust pipe
4 and readily produces ammonia. The obtained ammonia
reacts with NOx in the exhaust gas in the NOx reduction
catalyst 3 and purifies the NOx into water and harmless
gas. The urea water is a water solution of a solid or pow-
dered urea, and is stored in the reservoir tank 7. It is
supplied to the reducing agent supply unit 6 through the
supply pipe 8.
[0030] An exhaust gas temperature sensor 9 is ar-
ranged in the vicinity of the injection nozzle 5 on the ex-
haust gas upstream side, inside the exhaust pipe 4. This
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exhaust gas temperature sensor 9 constitutes a temper-
ature detection unit for detecting the exhaust gas tem-
perature inside the exhaust pipe 4, and in this embodi-
ment it detects the exhaust gas temperature in the vicinity
of the injection nozzle 5 on the upstream side in the ex-
haust gas flow. Moreover, a detection signal of the ex-
haust gas temperature detected by the exhaust gas tem-
perature sensor 9 is transmitted to the reducing agent
supply unit 6.
[0031] FIGURE 2 is a schematic diagram for describ-
ing the configuration and operation of the reducing agent
supply unit 6 and the injection nozzle 5 according to the
named known construction. This reducing agent supply
unit 6 is configured to use a detection signal of the ex-
haust gas temperature from the exhaust gas temperature
sensor 9 to set the supply quantity at or above a lower
limit for cooling the interior of the injection nozzle 5 to
below the temperature at which urea water crystallizes,
for that exhaust gas temperature, and supplies urea wa-
ter to the injection nozzle 5. That is to say, as shown in
FIG. 2, it comprises: a booster pump 10 for raising the
pressure of the urea water, arranged part way along a
supply pipe 8 leading from the reservoir tank 7 shown in
FIG. 1; a supply valve 11 that opens and closes the urea
water passage, arranged on the downstream side of the
booster pump 10; an air supply valve 13 that opens and
closes a compressed air passage, arranged part way
along on air supply pipe 12 leading from a compressed
air source (not shown in the diagram); and a reducing
agent supply control circuit 14.
[0032] Moreover, the reducing agent supply control cir-
cuit 14 receives a detection signal S1 of the exhaust gas
temperature from the exhaust gas temperature sensor
9, and receives a signal S2 for the operation state of the
engine 1 from an engine control circuit 15, and obtains
a urea water supply quantity for that engine operation
state, and obtains a lower limit of a urea water supply
quantity at which the interior of the injection nozzle 5 will
be cooled to below the temperature at which the urea
water crystallizes, for that exhaust gas temperature, and
compares both of these and sets the urea water supply
quantity. It comprises for example a micro computer
(MPU) for controlling, and sends control signals to the
booster pump 10, the supply valve 11, and the air supply
valve 13 in accordance with that set urea water supply
quantity, to thereby control the supply quantity of urea
water and compressed air to the injection nozzle 5.
[0033] Furthermore, the engine control circuit 15 re-
ceives detection signals from a temperature sensor that
detects the exhaust gas temperature of the exhaust man-
ifold 2 shown in FIG. 1 (engine exhaust gas temperature),
a NOx sensor (not shown in the drawings), an intake air
flow sensor, a rotational speed sensor, a load sensor,
and so forth, to control the operation state of the engine
1. It comprises for example a micro computer (MPU) for
controlling, and sends an operation state signal S2 of the
engine 1 such as for the engine exhaust gas temperature,
the NOx discharge quantity, and so forth, to the reducing

agent supply control circuit 14.
[0034] Next, the operation of the exhaust gas purifying
apparatus according to the known construction con-
structed in this manner is described with reference to
FIG. 2 and FIG. 3. First, in FIG. 1, the haust gas due to
operation of the engine 1 travels from the exhaust gas
manifold 2 through the exhaust pipe 4, and then passes
through the NOx reduction catalyst 3 arranged part way
along inside of the exhaust pipe 4, and is discharged into
the atmosphere from the end outlet of the exhaust pipe
4. At this time, urea water is injected into the exhaust
pipe 4 from the injection nozzle 5 arranged on the up-
stream side of the NOx reduction catalyst 3 in the pas-
sage of the exhaust gas. After the urea water has been
supplied to the reducing agent supply unit 6 from the urea
water reservoir tank 7 through the supply pipe 8, com-
pressed air and urea water are supplied to the injection
nozzle 5 by the operation of the reducing agent supply
unit 6, and the injection nozzle 5 atomizes the urea water
and injection-supplies it.
[0035] In this state, in FIG. 2, the exhaust gas temper-
ature inside the exhaust pipe 4 is detected by the exhaust
gas temperature sensor 9 ranged in the vicinity of the
injection nozzle 5 on exhaust gas upstream side, and
that detection signal S1 is sent to the reducing agent sup-
ply control circuit 14 of the reducing agent supply unit 6.
Moreover the signal S2 for the operation state of the en-
gine 1, such as for the engine exhaust gas temperature,
and the NOx discharge quantity, are similarly sent from
the engine control circuit 15 to the reducing agent supply
control circuit 14.
[0036] Then, the reducing agent supply control circuit
14 uses the inputted signal S2 for the operation state of
the engine 1 to obtain a supply quantity V1 of the urea
water (reducing agent) decided according to the engine
operation state (step S1 in FIG. 3). Furthermore, the re-
ducing agent supply control circuit 14 uses the inputted
detection signal S1 of the exhaust gas temperature in the
exhaust pipe 4 to obtain a lower limit V2 for the supply
quantity of urea water (reducing agent) to cool to below
the temperature at which urea water crystallizes, which
is decided according to the exhaust gas temperature in
the vicinity of the injection nozzle 5 on the upstream side
in the passage of the exhaust gas (step S2). Then, the
urea water supply quantity V1 and the lower limit V2 of
that supply quantity obtained above are compared, and
it is judged whether or not V1 is smaller than V2 (step S3).
[0037] Here if V1 is equal to or greater than V2, then
in step S3 control proceeds to the "NO" side, and control
returns to step S1, so that the process loops in the order
of steps S1 → S2 → S3. In this case, the urea water
supply quantity V1 decided according to the engine op-
eration state at the current time is greater than or equal
to the lower limit V2 for a supply quantity for cooling the
interior of the nozzle 5 to below the temperature at which
urea water crystallizes. Therefore, the currently set sup-
ply quantity V1 for the urea water is able to cool the interior
of the injection nozzle 5. Consequently, the reducing
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agent supply control circuit 14 maintains the current
openings of the urea water supply valve 11, and the com-
pressed air supply valve 13, and the reducing agent sup-
ply unit 6 supplies the urea water to the injection nozzle
5 at the same urea water supply quantity V1.
[0038]  Next, if V1 is smaller than V2, then in step S3
control proceeds to the "YES" side, and enters step S4.
In this case, the urea water supply quantity V1 decided
according to the current engine operation state is smaller
than the lower limit V2 for a supply quantity for cooling
the interior of the nozzle 5 to below the temperature at
which the urea water crystallizes. Therefore, the currently
set supply quantity V1 for the urea water is unable to cool
the interior of the injection nozzle 5. Consequently, the
reducing agent supply control circuit 14 changes the cur-
rent opening of the urea water supply valve 11 and the
air supply valve 13 for compressed air to the increased
opening side, and the reducing agent supply unit 6 chang-
es the setting of the urea water supply quantity to the
lower limit V2 of a supply quantity which cools to below
the temperature at which urea water crystallizes (step
S4), and supplies urea water to the injection nozzle 5.
As a result, the interior of the injection nozzle 5 can be
cooled by the urea water supply, the setting of which is
changed in step 4, and clogging of the nozzle can be
prevented, and the efficiency of the NOx purification
processing can be improved.
[0039] Subsequently, in order to stop the injection of
the urea water from the injection nozzle 5 when the en-
gine 1 stops, the reducing agent supply unit 6 is operated
to at first shut off the supply of the urea water from the
reservoir tank 7, and to then only supply compressed air
to the injection nozzle 5 for a while. As a result, the urea
aqueous solution is pushed out from the injection holes
of the injection nozzle 5 and the passage leading thereto,
and injection of the urea water stops. In this manner, by
pushing out the urea water from the injection nozzle,
when the supply of urea water to the injection nozzle is
stopped there is no residual urea water nor occurrence
of so-called "after dribble", and the occurrence of crys-
tallization of the urea water and clogging in the injection
holes and inside the passage leading thereto can be pre-
vented.
[0040] FIGURE 4 is a schematic diagram used for de-
scribing the configuration and operation of a reducing
agent supply unit 6 and an injection nozzle 5 of an exhaust
gas purifying apparatus according to an embodiment of
the invention. This reducing agent supply unit 6 has, in
addition to the construction shown in FIG. 2, a pressure
sensor 16 for detecting the internal pressure of the injec-
tion nozzle 5, and is configured to use a detection signal
of the internal pressure of the injection nozzle 5 to stop
supply of compressed air and reducing agent to the in-
jection nozzle 5 when the pressure reaches or exceeds
a predetermined value, and to use a detection signal of
the exhaust gas temperature from an exhaust gas tem-
perature sensor 9 to restart supply of compressed air and
reducing agent to the injection nozzle 5 when the exhaust

gas temperature in the vicinity of the injection nozzle 5
reaches or exceeds the melting point of the reducing
agent.
[0041] The above mentioned sensor 16 constitutes a
pressure detection unit for detecting the internal pressure
of the injection nozzle 5, and is arranged part way along
a common pipe 17 that supplies for example compressed
air and urea water to the injection nozzle 5, and detects
the internal pressure of this common pipe 17 to acquire
the internal pressure of the injection nozzle 5.
[0042] Moreover, the reducing agent supply unit 6 uses
a detection signal S3 of the internal pressure of the in-
jection nozzle 5 detected by the pressure sensor 16 to
stop the supply of compressed air and urea water to the
injection nozzle 5 when that pressure reaches or exceeds
a predetermined value, and uses a detection signal S1
of the exhaust gas temperature from the exhaust gas
temperature sensor 9 to restart the supply of compressed
air and urea water to the injection nozzle 5 when the
exhaust gas temperature in the vicinity of the injection
nozzle 5 reaches or exceeds the melting point of solid
urea (132°C).
[0043] Furthermore, the reducing agent supply control
circuit 14 receives, as an input, the detection signal S3
of the internal pressure of the injection nozzle 5 from the
pressure sensor 16, and also receives, as an input, the
detection signal S1 of the exhaust gas temperature from
the exhaust gas temperature sensor 9, and controls so
as to stop the supply of compressed air and urea water
to the injection nozzle 5 when the internal pressure of
the injection nozzle 5 reaches or exceeds a predeter-
mined value, and restart the supply of compressed air
and urea water to the injection nozzle 5 when the exhaust
gas temperature in the vicinity of the injection nozzle 5
reaches or exceeds the melting point of solid urea
(132°C). It includes for example a microcomputer (MPU)
for control, and sends control signals to the booster pump
10, the supply valve 11, and the air supply valve 13 in
accordance with the controlled supply timing so as to
control the stop and restart of supply of compressed air
and urea water to the injection nozzle 5.
[0044] Next, the operation of the exhaust gas purifying
apparatus according to the embodiment of the invention
constructed in this manner is described with reference
to FIG. 4 and FIG. 5. First, in FIG. 1, the exhaust gas
produced by the operation of the engine 1 travels from
the exhaust gas manifold 2 through the exhaust pipe 4,
and then passes through the NOx reduction catalyst 3
arranged part way along inside of the exhaust pipe 4,
and is discharged into the atmosphere from the end outlet
of the exhaust pipe 4. At this time, urea water is injected
into the exhaust pipe 4 from the injection nozzle 5 ar-
ranged on the upstream side of the NOx reduction cata-
lyst 3 in the passage of the exhaust gas. After the urea
water has been supplied to the reducing agent supply
unit 6 from the urea water reservoir tank 7 through the
supply pipe 8, compressed air and urea water are sup-
plied to the injection nozzle 5 by the operation of the
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reducing agent supply unit 6, and the injection nozzle 5
atomizes the urea water and injection-supplies it.
[0045] In this state, in FIG. 4, the exhaust gas temper-
ature inside the exhaust pipe 4 is detected by the exhaust
gas temperature sensor 9 arranged in the vicinity of the
injection nozzle 5 on the upstream side in the passage
of the exhaust gas, and that detection signal S1 is sent
to the reducing agent supply control circuit 14 of the re-
ducing agent supply unit 6. Moreover, the internal pres-
sure of the injection nozzle 5 is detected by the pressure
sensor 16 arranged part way along the common pipe 17
leading to the injection nozzle 5, and that detection signal
S3 is similarly sent to the reducing agent supply control
circuit 14.
[0046] First, the reducing agent supply control circuit
14 uses the detection signal S3 from the pressure sensor
16 to monitor the internal pressure of the injection nozzle
5 (abbreviated to "nozzle internal pressure" hereinbe-
low), and judges whether or not it is equal to or higher
than a predetermined pressure P1 (step S11 in FIG. 5).
In this case, if clogging of the injection nozzle 5 has oc-
curred, the nozzle internal pressure rises due to the sup-
ply of compressed air from the air supply pipe 12. There-
fore by setting the predetermined pressure P1 as the
pressure at the time when clogging is occurring, clogging
of the nozzle can be judged by a rise in nozzle internal
pressure. Here, in the case where the nozzle internal
pressure is below the predetermined pressure P1, it is
judged that clogging of the nozzle is not occurring, and
in step S11 control proceeds to the "NO" side, and the
nozzle pressure is monitored as before.
[0047] Thereafter, in the case where the nozzle inter-
nal pressure reaches or exceeds the predetermined
pressure P1, in step S11 control proceeds to the "YES"
side and enters step S12. Here, the time during which
the nozzle internal pressure continues to be at or above
P1 is counted. Then, it is judged whether or not the con-
tinuous time for the state where the pressure is at or
above the predetermined pressure P1 has reached or
exceeded a predetermined time t1 (step S13). This is in
order to improve the reliability of the device by eliminating
error or malfunction of the pressure sensor 16, by deter-
mining that nozzle clogging has only just occurred when
the state where the nozzle internal pressure is at or above
the predetermined pressure P1 has continued for at least
a value set as the predetermined time t1. Here, in the
case where the continued time is less than the predeter-
mined time t1, it is judged that clogging of the nozzle has
not occurred, and in step S13 control proceeds to the
"NO" side and enters step S14. Then, it is again judged
whether or not the nozzle internal pressure has reached
or exceeded the predetermined pressure P1, and control
proceeds to the "YES" side and the continued time is
monitored.
[0048] Thereafter, in the case where the continued
time reaches or exceeds the predetermined time t1, it is
judged that clogging of the injection nozzle 5 has oc-
curred, and in step S13 control proceeds to the "YES"

side and enters step S15. Here the air supply valve 13
and the supply valve 11 shown in FIG. 4 are shut, and
the compressed air supply and the urea water supply to
the injection nozzle 5 are stopped. As a result, the cooling
of the interior of the injection nozzle 5 by the compressed
air and the urea water is suppressed, and this is heated
by the exhaust gas flowing in the exhaust pipe 4 to there-
by promote the melting of the solid urea that has solidified
in the nozzle interior.
[0049] Moreover, using the detection signal S1 from
the exhaust gas temperature sensor 9 shown in FIG. 4,
the exhaust gas temperature in the vicinity of the injection
nozzle 5 (abbreviated to "nozzle vicinity temperature") is
monitored, and it is judged whether or not it has reached
or exceeded a predetermined temperature T1 (step S16).
In this case, since the melting point of solid urea is 132°C,
by setting T1 at or above 132°C, the solid urea inside the
injection nozzle 5 can be made to melt. to melt. Here, in
the case where the nozzle vicinity temperature is below
the predetermined temperature T1, it is judged that the
solid urea has not been melted, and in step S16 control
proceeds to the "NO" side, and the nozzle vicinity tem-
perature is monitored as before.
[0050] Thereafter, in the case where the nozzle vicinity
temperature reaches or exceeds the predetermined tem-
perature T1, in step S16 control proceeds to the "YES"
side and enters step S17. Here, the time during which
the state of the nozzle vicinity temperature being at or
above the predetermined temperature T1 continues is
counted. Then, it is judged whether or not the continuous
time in the state of being above the predetermined tem-
perature T1, has reached or exceeded a predetermined
time t2 (step S18). This is in order to improve the reliability
of the device by eliminating error or malfunction of the
temperature sensor 9, by determining that the solid urea
has only just melted when the state where the nozzle
vicinity temperature is at or above the predetermined
temperature T1 has continued for at least a value set as
the predetermined time t2. Here, in the case where the
continued time is less than the predetermined time t2, it
is judged that the solid urea has not melted, and in step
S18 control proceeds to the "NO" side and enters step
S19. Then, it is again judged whether or not the nozzle
vicinity temperature has reached or exceeded the pre-
determined temperature T1, and control proceeds to the
"YES" side and the continued time is monitored.
[0051] Thereafter, in the case where the continued
time reaches or ceeds the predetermined time t2, it is
judged that the solid urea inside the injection nozzle 5
has melted, and in step S18 control proceeds to the
"YES" side and enters step S20. Here the air supply valve
13 shown in FIG. 4 is opened, and the supply of com-
pressed air to the injection nozzle 5 is restarted.
[0052]  Then, it is judged whether or not the nozzle
internal pressure is at or below another predetermined
pressure P2 (step S21). In this case, if the solid urea
inside the injection nozzle 5 has melted, then even if com-
pressed air is supplied from the air supply pipe 12, the
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nozzle internal pressure will not rise above a given pres-
sure. Therefore, by setting the above mentioned prede-
termined pressure P2 at the nozzle internal pressure for
the state where clogging is not occurring, clearance of
nozzle clogging can be judged by the drop in nozzle in-
ternal pressure. Here in the case where the nozzle inter-
nal pressure has reached or gone below the predeter-
mined pressure P2, it is judged that the nozzle clogging
has been cleared by melting the solid urea, and in step
S21 control proceeds to the "YES" side, and enters step
S22. Here the supply valve 11 shown in FIG. 4 is opened,
and the supply of urea water to the injection nozzle 5 is
restarted. As a result, the injection nozzle 5 is recovered
to a normal state in which there is no nozzle clogging.
[0053] On the other hand, in the case where the nozzle
internal pressure is higher than the other predetermined
pressure P2, it is judged that the solid urea has not yet
melted and the nozzle clogging has not been cleared,
and in step S21 control proceeds to the "NO" side, and
in step 23 a counter for number of repetitions Ni is incre-
mented by "1", and in step S24 it is judged whether the
number of repetitions Ni is within a predetermined pre-
scribed number of times, and control returns to step S15.
Then, the supply of compressed air as well as the supply
of urea water to the injection nozzle 5 is again stopped,
and each of the above steps is repeated so that the op-
eration of clearing the nozzle clogging is carried out the
prescribed number of times only.
[0054] At this time, in the case where the number of
repetitions Ni in step S24 exceeds the prescribed number
of times, control proceeds to the "NO" side, and error
output processing is performed (step S25), and the urea
water supply system is stopped (step S26), and the op-
eration is ended. As a result, the supply of compressed
air and the supply of urea water to the injection nozzle 5
are stopped, and cooling of the interior of the nozzle is
suppressed, and the injection nozzle 5 is heated by the
exhaust gas flowing in the exhaust pipe 4, so that the
solid urea that has solidified inside the nozzle can be
melted and the nozzle clogging can be cleared. Conse-
quently even if the exhaust gas temperature inside the
exhaust pipe 4 is low, clogging of the injection nozzle 5
can be cleared, and the efficiency of the NOx purification
processing is improved.
[0055] Subsequently, in order to stop the injection of
the urea water from the injection nozzle 5 when the en-
gine 1 stops, the reducing agent supply unit 6 is operated
to at first shut off the supply of the urea water from the
reservoir tank 7, and to then only supply compressed air
to the injection nozzle 5 for a while. As a result, the urea
water is pushed out from the injection holes of the injec-
tion nozzle 5 and the passage leading thereto, and injec-
tion of the urea water stops. In this manner, by pushing
out the urea water from the injection nozzle, there is no
residual urea water nor the occurrence of so-called "after
dribble" when the supply of urea water to the injection
nozzle is stopped, and the occurrence of crystallization
of the urea water and clogging in the injection holes and

inside the passage leading thereto can be prevented.
[0056] In FIG. 4, the pressure sensor 16 inside the re-
ducing agent supply unit 6 is arranged part way along
the common pipe 17 that supplies compressed air and
urea water to the injection nozzle 5, but the present in-
vention is not limited to this, and it may be arranged in
the interior of the injection nozzle 5, and directly detect
the internal pressure of the injection nozzle 5.

Claims

1. An exhaust gas purifying apparatus (3 to 17) for an
engine (1) comprising:

a reduction catalyst (3) which is arranged in an
exhaust system (2, 4, A) of an engine (1), for
reducing and purifying nitrogen oxide in
an exhaust gas using a reducing agent; reducing
agent supply means (5, 6, 7, 8) having an injec-
tion nozzle (5) which is supplied with a reducing
agent (7, 8) together with compressed air(12)
and atomizes said reducing agent, and which
injection (5) supplies this to an exhaust gas (A)
on an upstream side of said reduction catalyst
(3) inside an exhaust gas passage (4) of said
exhaust system (2, 4, A); and
temperature detection means (9) which is pro-
vided in the vicinity of said injection nozzle (5)
on the upstream side of the exhaust gas pas-
sage (4), and which detects the exhaust gas
temperature inside said exhaust gas passage
(4); wherein
said reducing agent supply means (5, 6, 7, 8) is
provided with pressure detection means (16) for
detecting an internal pressure of said injection
nozzle (5), and uses a detection signal (S3) of
the internal pressure of said injection nozzle (5)
to stop supply of compressed air (12) and re-
ducing agent (7, 8) to the injection nozzle (5)
when the internal pressure reaches or exceeds
a predetermined value (P1) characterised in
that the apparatus uses a detection signal (T1)
of the exhaust gas temperature from said tem-
perature detection means (9) to restart supply
of compressed air (12) and reducing agent (7,
8) to the injection nozzle (5) when the exhaust
gas temperature in the vicinity of the injection
nozzle (5) reaches or exceeds the melting point
of the reducing agent (7)

2. The exhaust gas purifying apparatus (3 to 17) for an
engine (1) according to claim 1, wherein said reduc-
ing agent supply means (5, 6, 7) is provided with a
control circuit (14) which receives, as an input, a de-
tection signal (S3) of internal pressure of the injection
nozzle (5) from said pressure detection means (16),
and also receives, as an input, a detection signal
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(S1) of the exhaust gas temperature from said tem-
perature detection means (9), and controls so as to
stop the supply of compressed air (12) and reducing
agent (7, 8) to the injection nozzle (5) when the in-
ternal pressure of the injection nozzle reaches or ex-
ceeds a predetermined value (P1), and restart sup-
ply of compressed air (12) and reducing agent (7, 8)
to the injection nozzle (5) when the exhaust gas tem-
perature in the vicinity of the injection nozzle (5)
reaches or exceeds the melting point of the reducing
agent (7, 8).

3. The exhaust gas purifying apparatus for an engine
according to either one of claim 1 and claim 2, where-
in said reducing agent (7, 8) is a urea aqueous so-
lution.

4. The exhaust gas purifying apparatus for an engine
according to claim 3, wherein an exhaust gas tem-
perature in the vicinity of the injection nozzle (5) at
the time when the supply of compressed air and re-
ducing agent to said injection nozzle is restarted is
set to be 132°C or there above.

Patentansprüche

1. Abgasreinigungsvorrichtung (3 bis 17) für einen Mo-
tor (1), Folgendes umfassend:

einen Reduktionskatalysator (3), der zum Re-
duzieren und Reinigen von Stickstoffoxid in ei-
nem Abgas mit Hilfe eines Reduktionsmittels in
einem Abgassystem (2, 4, A) eines Motors (1)
angeordnet ist,
Zufuhrmittel für das Reduktionsmittel (5, 6, 7, 8)
mit einer Einspritzdüse (5), der ein Reduktions-
mittel (7, 8) zusammen mit Druckluft (12) zuge-
führt wird und die das Reduktionsmittel zer-
stäubt, und wobei die Einspritzdüse (5) dieses
an einer stromaufwärtigen Seite des Redukti-
onskatalysators (3) innerhalb eines Abgas-
durchlasses (4) des Abgassystems (2, 4, A) ei-
nem Abgas (A) zuführt, und
Temperaturerkennungsmittel (9), das in der Nä-
he der Einspritzdüse (5) an der stromaufwärti-
gen Seite des Abgasdurchlasses (4) bereitge-
stellt ist und das die Abgastemperatur innerhalb
des Abgasdurchlasses (4) erkennt, wobei
das Zufuhrmittel für das Reduktionsmittel (5, 6,
7, 8) mit einem Druckerkennungsmittel (16) zum
Erkennen eines Innendrucks der Einspritzdüse
(5) ausgestattet ist und ein Erkennungssignal
(S3) des Innendrucks der Einspritzdüse (5) ver-
wendet, um die Zufuhr von Druckluft (12) und
Reduktionsmittel (7, 8) zur Einspritzdüse (5) zu
stoppen, wenn der Innendruck einen vorher
festgelegten Wert (P1) erreicht oder übersteigt,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Vorrich-
tung ein Erkennungssignal (T1) der Abgastem-
peratur vom Temperaturerkennungsmittel (9)
verwendet, um die Zufuhr von Druckluft (12) und
Reduktionsmittel (7, 8) zur Einspritzdüse (5)
wieder zu beginnen, wenn die Abgastemperatur
in der Nähe der Einspritzdüse (5) den Schmelz-
punkt des Reduktionsmittels (7) erreicht oder
übersteigt.

2. Abgasreinigungsvorrichtung (3 bis 17) für einen Mo-
tor (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Zufuhrmittel für
das Reduktionsmittel (5, 6, 7) mit einem Regelkreis
(14) ausgestattet ist, der als Eingabe ein Erken-
nungssignal (S3) des Innendrucks der Einspritzdüse
(5) vom Druckerkennungsmittel (16) empfängt und
außerdem als Eingabe ein Erkennungssignal (S1)
der Abgastemperatur vom Temperaturerkennungs-
mittel (9) empfängt und derart regelt, dass die Zufuhr
von Druckluft (12) und Reduktionsmittel (7, 8) zur
Einspritzdüse (5) gestoppt wird, wenn der Innen-
druck der Einspritzdüse einen vorher festgelegten
Wert (P1) erreicht oder übersteigt, und die Zufuhr
von Druckluft (12) und Reduktionsmittel (7, 8) zur
Einspritzdüse (5) wieder begonnen wird, wenn die
Abgastemperatur in der Nähe der Einspritzdüse (5)
den Schmelzpunkt des Reduktionsmittels (7, 8) er-
reicht oder übersteigt.

3. Abgasreinigungsvorrichtung für einen Motor nach
Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das Reduktionsmittel (7,
8) eine wässrige Harnstoff-Lösung ist.

4. Abgasreinigungsvorrichtung für einen Motor nach
Anspruch 3, wobei eine Abgastemperatur in der Nä-
he der Einspritzdüse (5) zu dem Zeitpunkt, an dem
die Zufuhr von Druckluft und Reduktionsmittel zur
Einspritzdüse wieder begonnen wird, auf 132 °C
oder darüber festgelegt ist.

Revendications

1. Appareil de purification de gaz d’échappement (3 à
17) pour un moteur (1), comprenant :

un catalyseur réducteur (3) qui est agencé dans
un système d’échappement (2, 4, A) d’un moteur
(1), pour réduire et purifier l’oxyde d’azote dans
un gaz d’échappement utilisant un agent de
réduction ;
des moyens d’alimentation d’agent de réduction
(5, 6, 7, 8) ayant une buse d’injection (5) qui est
alimentée avec un agent de réduction (7, 8) con-
jointement avec de l’air comprimé (12) et pulvé-
risent ledit agent de réduction, et laquelle buse
d’injection (5) amène ce dernier à un gaz
d’échappement (A) en amont dudit catalyseur
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réducteur (3) à l’intérieur d’un passage de gaz
d’échappement (4) dudit système d’échappe-
ment (2, 4, A) ; et
des moyens de détection de température (9) qui
sont prévus à proximité de ladite buse d’injection
(5) en amont du passage de gaz d’échappement
(4) et qui détectent la température de gaz
d’échappement à l’intérieur dudit passage de
gaz d’échappement (4) ; dans lequel :

lesdits moyens d’alimentation d’agent de
réduction (5, 6, 7, 8) sont prévus avec des
moyens de détection de pression (16) pour
détecter une pression interne de ladite buse
d’injection (5) et utilisent un signal de dé-
tection (53) de la pression interne de ladite
buse d’injection (5) pour arrêter d’alimenter
la buse d’injection (5) en air comprimé (12)
et en agent de réduction (7, 8) lorsque la
pression interne atteint ou dépasse une va-
leur prédéterminée (P1), caractérisé en ce
que l’appareil utilise un signal de détection
(T1) de la température de gaz d’échappe-
ment provenant desdits moyens de détec-
tion de température (9) pour recommencer
à alimenter la buse d’injection (5) en air
comprimé (12) et en agent de réduction (7,
8) lorsque la température de gaz d’échap-
pement à proximité de la buse d’injection
(5) atteint ou dépasse le point de fusion de
l’agent de réduction (7).

2. Appareil de purification de gaz d’échappement (3 à
17) pour un moteur (1), selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel lesdits moyens d’alimentation d’agent de ré-
duction (5, 6, 7) sont prévus avec un circuit de com-
mande (14) qui reçoit, en tant qu’entrée, un signal
de détection (53) de pression interne de la buse d’in-
jection (5) provenant desdits moyens de détection
de pression (16), et reçoit également, en tant qu’en-
trée, un signal de détection (S1) de la température
de gaz d’échappement provenant desdits moyens
de détection de température (9), et commandent l’ar-
rêt de l’alimentation en air comprimé (12) et en agent
de réduction (7, 8) à la buse d’injection (5) lorsque
la pression interne de la buse d’injection atteint ou
dépasse une valeur prédéterminée (P1) et recom-
mencent à alimenter la buse d’injection (5) en air
comprimé (12) et en agent de réduction (7, 8) lorsque
la température de gaz d’échappement à proximité
de la buse d’injection (5) atteint ou dépasse le point
de fusion de l’agent de réduction (7, 8).

3. Appareil de purification de gaz d’échappement pour
un moteur selon l’une quelconque de la revendica-
tion 1 et de la revendication 2, dans lequel ledit agent
de réduction (7, 8) est une solution aqueuse à base
d’urée.

4. Appareil de purification de gaz d’échappement pour
un moteur selon la revendication 3, dans lequel une
température de gaz d’échappement à proximité de
la buse d’injection (5) au moment où l’alimentation
en air comprimé et en agent de réduction à ladite
buse d’injection est redémarrée, est de l’ordre de
132°C ou plus.
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