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(54) REFRIGERATION CYCLE DEVICE

(57) A refrigeration cycle apparatus (101) causes re-
frigerant to circulate through a compressor (1), an indoor
heat exchanger (3), an outdoor heat exchanger (6), a
heat storage body (5), a first expansion valve (4a), and
a second expansion valve (4b). The refrigeration cycle
apparatus (101) includes a bypass path (11) and a first
on-off valve (41) provided in the bypass path (11). The

bypass path (11) branches off from a first portion (31, 32)
that connects the indoor heat exchanger (3) and the first
expansion valve (4a) in a first refrigerant pipe (21), and
leads to a fourth refrigerant pipe (24) that connects a
suction port of the compressor (1) and a four-way valve
(2). The first on-off valve (41) is opened in a defrosting
operation.



EP 3 617 616 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a refrigeration
cycle apparatus, and particularly to a refrigeration cycle
apparatus that performs a defrosting operation utilizing
an amount of heat stored in a heat storage body for re-
moving frost formed on an outdoor heat exchanger.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] In a refrigeration cycle apparatus using air as a
heat source, when the outdoor air temperature becomes
lower than a prescribed temperature (for example, 7°C)
during a heating operation, the temperature in the out-
door heat exchanger becomes less than 0°C. Thus, frost
forms on the outdoor heat exchanger. Formed frost
blocks an air flow passage in the outdoor heat exchanger,
and thereby the heating performance deteriorates. Ac-
cordingly, the defrosting operation for melting the frost
has to be performed at regular time intervals.
[0003] Conventionally, this defrosting operation has
been performed using, as a heat source, an amount of
heat stored in indoor air, an indoor heat exchanger, an
indoor/outdoor connection pipe and a compressor by op-
erating a refrigeration cycle apparatus while switching a
four-way valve of the refrigeration cycle apparatus into a
cooling side.
[0004] However, in the above-mentioned operation
system, indoor air is used as a heat source, and cold air
is fed into the room that is supposed to be heated, so
that the comfortableness inside the room is deteriorated.
Furthermore, refrigerant is cooled by defrosting. When
the refrigerant flows through the indoor heat exchanger,
the indoor/outdoor connection pipe and the compressor,
the refrigerant removes heat from these components. Ac-
cordingly, when the defrosting operation is ended and
the heating operation is resumed, the above-mentioned
components have to be heated again, which delays the
increasing rate of the temperature of warm air blowing
into the room.
[0005] For this reason, according to the technique dis-
closed in Japanese Patent Laying-Open No.
2009-287903 (PTL 1), a heat storage body is provided
on a refrigeration cycle circuit. Heat is stored in the heat
storage body during a heating operation. Then, the
amount of stored heat is used as a heat source during a
defrosting operation. Thereby, the defrosting perform-
ance is improved, the defrosting time is shortened, and
liquid refrigerant is prevented from being returned to a
compressor.

CITATION LIST

PATENT LITERATURE

[0006] PTL 1: Japanese Patent Laying-Open No.

2009-287903 (paragraph [0006], Fig. 1)

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

TECHNICAL PROBLEM

[0007] However, in the configuration of the heat stor-
age body disclosed in the above-mentioned Japanese
Patent Laying-Open No. 2009-287903, there is a prob-
lem that the pressure of the refrigerant flowing through
the heat storage body cannot be adjusted during the de-
frosting operation, so that the amount of heat released
from the heat storage body and the suction pressure of
the compressor cannot be adjusted.
[0008] Specifically, when the pressure of the refriger-
ant flowing through a heat storage body during the de-
frosting operation is unnecessarily small, the tempera-
ture of the refrigerant flowing through the heat storage
body falls. Thus, the amount of heat is transferred more
than necessary from the heat storage body to the refrig-
erant, so that the temperature of the refrigerant suctioned
into the compressor excessively rises. This also causes
a problem that the temperature of the refrigerant dis-
charged from the compressor is raised accordingly to be
equal to or higher than a protection value (for example,
120°C). Furthermore, when the pressure of the refriger-
ant flowing through the heat storage body during the de-
frosting operation is unnecessarily high, the amount of
heat transferred from the heat storage body to the refrig-
erant is reduced. Thus, the liquid refrigerant cannot be
completely evaporated and suctioned into the compres-
sor. Then, lubricating oil inside the compressor is diluted
with the refrigerant and reduced in viscosity. This also
causes a problem that lubrication is poor in a compres-
sion mechanism.
[0009] The present invention has been made to solve
the above-described problems. An object of the present
invention is to provide a refrigeration cycle apparatus
characterized by shortening a defrosting time and accel-
erating recovery of the heating performance after the
heating operation is resumed.

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM

[0010] The present disclosure relates to a refrigeration
cycle apparatus. The refrigeration cycle apparatus in-
cludes: a refrigerant circuit through which refrigerant cir-
culates in a forward direction or an opposite direction to
the forward direction sequentially through a compressor,
an indoor heat exchanger, a first expansion valve, a heat
storage body, a second expansion valve, and an outdoor
heat exchanger, and back to the compressor; and a four-
way valve configured to change a circulation direction of
the refrigerant. The refrigerant circuit includes a first re-
frigerant pipe, a second refrigerant pipe, a third refriger-
ant pipe, a fourth refrigerant pipe, a fifth refrigerant pipe,
a bypass path, and a first on-off valve. The first refrigerant
pipe extends from the outdoor heat exchanger through
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the first expansion valve, the heat storage body and the
second expansion valve to the indoor heat exchanger.
The second refrigerant pipe connects the four-way valve
and the indoor heat exchanger. The third refrigerant pipe
connects the four-way valve and the outdoor heat ex-
changer. The fourth refrigerant pipe connects a suction
port of the compressor and the four-way valve. The fifth
refrigerant pipe connects a discharge port of the com-
pressor and the four-way valve. The bypass path branch-
es off from a first portion in the first refrigerant pipe and
leads to the fourth refrigerant pipe, and the first portion
connects the indoor heat exchanger and the first expan-
sion valve. The first on-off valve is provided in the bypass
path.

ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECTS OF INVENTION

[0011] According to the present invention, a heat stor-
age body is disposed on a refrigerant circuit, which con-
nects an indoor heat exchanger and an outdoor heat ex-
changer, so as to be located between two expansion
valves each having an adjustable degree of opening and
provided on the refrigerant circuit. By the configuration
as described above, heat of the refrigerant is stored in a
heat storage body in a defrosting preparation operation,
and heat is released from the heat storage body to the
refrigerant in a defrosting operation, so as to be capable
of implementing a defrosting heat source. In this case,
as the pressure of refrigerant flowing through the heat
storage body is adjusted by two expansion valves, the
amount of heat exchanged between the heat storage
body and the refrigerant can be adjusted. Thereby, an
appropriate operation state of the refrigeration cycle ap-
paratus can be maintained.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0012]

Fig. 1 is a refrigerant circuit diagram of a refrigeration
cycle apparatus in the first embodiment.
Fig. 2 is a diagram showing the characteristics of
materials used as a heat storage body 5.
Fig. 3 is a diagram showing the controlled state of
each of a four-way valve, expansion valves and an
on-off valve in four operation modes.
Fig. 4 is a diagram showing the flow of refrigerant in
a heating operation.
Fig. 5 is a diagram showing the flow of refrigerant in
a cooling operation.
Fig. 6 is a diagram showing the flow of refrigerant in
a defrosting operation.
Fig. 7 is a flowchart (first half) for illustrating an ex-
ample of control for switching an operation.
Fig. 8 is a flowchart (latter half) for illustrating an ex-
ample of control for switching an operation.
Fig. 9 is a refrigerant circuit diagram of a refrigeration
cycle apparatus in the second embodiment.

Fig. 10 is a refrigerant circuit diagram of a refrigera-
tion cycle apparatus in the third embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0013] The embodiments of the present invention will
be hereinafter described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings. In the following, while a plurality
of embodiments will be described, it has been originally
intended to combine the configurations described in each
embodiment as appropriate. Also, the same or corre-
sponding components in the accompanying drawings are
designated by the same reference characters, and de-
scription thereof will not be repeated.

First Embodiment

[0014] Fig. 1 is a refrigerant circuit diagram of a refrig-
eration cycle apparatus in the first embodiment.
[0015] Referring to Fig. 1, a refrigeration cycle appa-
ratus 101 includes a refrigerant circuit 10 through which
refrigerant circulates in a forward direction or an opposite
direction to the forward direction sequentially through a
compressor 1, a four-way valve 2, an indoor heat ex-
changer 3, a first expansion valve 4a, a heat storage
body 5, a second expansion valve 4b, an outdoor heat
exchanger 6, and four-way valve 2, and back to com-
pressor 1. The circulation direction of the refrigerant is
changed by four-way valve 2 provided between compres-
sor 1 and indoor heat exchanger 3, and also between
compressor 1 and outdoor heat exchanger 6. Compres-
sor 1, four-way valve 2, outdoor heat exchanger 6, heat
storage body 5, first expansion valve 4a, and second
expansion valve 4b are disposed in an outdoor unit 50.
Indoor heat exchanger 3 is disposed in an indoor unit 51.
[0016] In the present embodiment, heat storage body
5 is disposed on a refrigerant circuit, which connects in-
door heat exchanger 3 and outdoor heat exchanger 6,
so as to be located between two expansion valves 4a
and 4b each having an adjustable degree of opening and
disposed on the refrigerant circuit. Thus, heat of the re-
frigerant is stored in heat storage body 5 in a defrosting
preparation operation, and heat is released from heat
storage body 5 to the refrigerant in a defrosting operation,
and thereby heat storage body 5 is capable of implement-
ing a defrosting heat source. As the pressure of the re-
frigerant flowing through heat storage body 5 is adjusted
by expansion valves 4a and 4b, the amount of heat ex-
changed between heat storage body 5 and the refrigerant
can be adjusted. Thereby, an appropriate operation state
of the refrigeration cycle apparatus can be maintained.
[0017] Heat storage body 5 is disposed as a heat
source during a defrosting operation. Heat storage body
5 is disposed in refrigerant circuit 10 so as to be located
on first refrigerant pipe 21 that connects indoor heat ex-
changer 3 and outdoor heat exchanger 6. First expansion
valve 4a is disposed in first refrigerant pipe 21 so as to
be located between indoor heat exchanger 3 and heat
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storage body 5. Second expansion valve 4b is disposed
in first refrigerant pipe 21 so as to be located between
outdoor heat exchanger 6 and heat storage body 5.
[0018] Fig. 2 is a diagram showing the characteristics
of materials used as heat storage body 5. Heat storage
body 5 can be made using aluminum or an aluminum
alloy. As compared with copper or iron, aluminum stores
an amount of heat of about 70% per volume but is light-
weight and inexpensive, so that aluminum is advanta-
geous to be introduced into a product. Fig. 2 shows a
comparison about specific heat, density and heat capac-
ity per volume among iron, copper and aluminum.
[0019] Again referring to Fig. 1, refrigerant circuit 10
includes a first refrigerant pipe 21, a second refrigerant
pipe 22, a third refrigerant pipe 23, a fourth refrigerant
pipe 24, a fifth refrigerant pipe 25, a bypass path 11, and
a first on-off valve 41. First refrigerant pipe 21 extends
from indoor heat exchanger 3 through first expansion
valve 4a, heat storage body 5 and second expansion
valve 4b to outdoor heat exchanger 6. Second refrigerant
pipe 22 connects four-way valve 2 and indoor heat ex-
changer 3. Third refrigerant pipe 23 connects four-way
valve 2 and outdoor heat exchanger 6. Fourth refrigerant
pipe 24 connects a suction port of compressor 1 and four-
way valve 2. Fifth refrigerant pipe 25 connects a dis-
charge port of compressor 1 and four-way valve 2.
[0020] First refrigerant pipe 21 includes a first portion,
a second portion, a third portion, and a fourth portion.
The first portion (pipes 31 and 32) extends from indoor
heat exchanger 3 to first expansion valve 4a. The second
portion (a pipe 33) extends from first expansion valve 4a
to heat storage body 5. The third portion (a pipe 34) ex-
tends from heat storage body 5 to second expansion
valve 4b. The fourth portion (a pipe 35) extends from
second expansion valve 4b to outdoor heat exchanger
6. Bypass path 11 branches off from the portion between
indoor heat exchanger 3 and first expansion valves 4a
in first refrigerant pipe 21. Then, bypass path 11 is con-
nected to fourth refrigerant pipe 24. The first portion of
first refrigerant pipe 21 includes: a section connected via
pipe 31 from indoor heat exchanger 3 to bypass path 11;
and a section connected via pipe 32 from bypass path
11 to first expansion valve 4a. First on-off valve 41 is
provided in bypass path 11.
[0021] Four-way valve 2, bypass path 11 and first on-
off valve 41 are disposed in outdoor unit 50. Although
not particularly limited, a controller 100 may be disposed
in any of outdoor unit 50 and indoor unit 51 or may be
disposed separately from outdoor unit 50 and indoor unit
51.
[0022] Four-way valve 2 is configured to be capable of
bringing the communication state inside four-way valve
2 into the "first state" and the "second state". The "first
state" indicates the state inside four-way valve 2, in which
the discharge port of compressor 1 is in communication
with second refrigerant pipe 22 connected to indoor heat
exchanger 3 while the suction port of compressor 1 is in
communication with third refrigerant pipe 23 connected

to outdoor heat exchanger 6. Since this first state is em-
ployed mainly during heating, the first state is also re-
ferred to as a "heating side". The "second state" indicates
the state inside four-way valve 2, in which the discharge
port of compressor 1 is in communication with third re-
frigerant pipe 23 while the suction port of compressor 1
is in communication with second refrigerant pipe 22.
Since this second state is employed mainly during cool-
ing, it is also referred to as a "cooling side".
[0023] Controller 100 controls refrigeration cycle ap-
paratus 101 in four operation modes. Fig. 3 is a diagram
showing the controlled state of each of the four-way
valve, the expansion valves and the on-off valve in four
operation modes.
[0024] Referring to Fig. 3, four operation modes in-
clude a heating operation mode, a defrosting preparation
operation mode, a defrosting operation mode, and a cool-
ing operation mode. The present embodiment is charac-
terized in that the defrosting preparation operation mode
is interposed when the heating operation mode is shifted
to the defrosting operation mode.
[0025] Four-way valve 2 is set in the first state (on the
heating side) in the heating operation, and set in the sec-
ond state (on the cooling side) in the defrosting operation.
Also, four-way valve 2 is set in the first state (on the heat-
ing side) in the defrosting preparation operation and set
in the second state (on the cooling side) in the cooling
operation.
[0026] On-off valve 41 is set in a closed state in the
heating operation and set in a fully opened state in the
defrosting operation. Also, on-off valve 41 is set in a
closed state in each of the defrosting preparation oper-
ation and the cooling operation.
[0027] In the heating operation, expansion valve 4a is
throttle-controlled while expansion valve 4b is preferably
controlled to be fully opened. In the defrosting prepara-
tion operation, expansion valve 4a is preferably control-
led to be fully opened while expansion valve 4b is throttle-
controlled. In the defrosting operation, expansion valve
4a and expansion valve 4b each are throttle-controlled.
In the cooling operation, expansion valve 4a is preferably
controlled to be fully opened while expansion valve 4b is
throttle-controlled.
[0028] As apparent from the above description, con-
troller 100 is configured to: when the heating operation
is shifted to the defrosting operation, perform the defrost-
ing preparation operation in such a manner that the de-
gree of opening of first expansion valve 4a is increased
to be greater than that in the heating operation (to be fully
opened from the throttle-controlled state), and the degree
of opening of second expansion valve 4b is reduced to
be smaller than that in the heating operation (to be
brought into a throttle-controlled state from the fully
opened state); and to open first on-off valve 41 in the
defrosting operation. In the following, the flow of the re-
frigerant in each operation mode will be described in
greater detail.
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(Heating Operation)

[0029] Fig. 4 is a diagram showing the flow of refriger-
ant in a heating operation. Refrigerant flows sequentially
through compressor 1, four-way valve 2, indoor heat ex-
changer 3, expansion valve 4a, heat storage body 5, ex-
pansion valve 4b, and outdoor heat exchanger 6, and
then again flows through four-way valve 2, and arrives
at compressor 1.
[0030] Since on-off valve 41 is opened only in the de-
frosting operation, the refrigerant does not flow through
bypass path 11 in the heating operation.
[0031] In the heating operation, controller 100 switches
four-way valve 2 such that the discharge side of com-
pressor 1 is in communication with indoor heat exchanger
3 while the suction side of compressor 1 is in communi-
cation with outdoor heat exchanger 6, as shown in Fig.
4. The vapor refrigerant that is raised in temperature and
pressure in compressor 1 passes through four-way valve
2 and flows into indoor heat exchanger 3. Indoor heat
exchanger 3 functions as a condenser at this time. High-
temperature and high-pressure vapor refrigerant releas-
es heat to the indoor air introduced into indoor heat ex-
changer 3 by an indoor blower (not shown). Thereby, the
vapor refrigerant condenses into high-pressure liquid re-
frigerant.
[0032] High-pressure liquid refrigerant flows through
expansion valve 4a, and thereby expands and turns into
gas-liquid two-phase refrigerant of low-temperature and
low-pressure, which then flows into heat storage body 5.
After a prescribed time period has elapsed since the start
of the heating operation, heat storage body 5 is in tem-
perature equilibrium with the refrigerant flowing through
the heat storage body. Thus, no heat is transmitted and
received between heat storage body 5 and the refriger-
ant. Then, the refrigerant flows into expansion valve 4b.
In the heating operation, expansion valve 4b is basically
set to the maximum degree of opening such that the pres-
sure loss before and behind expansion valve 4b is min-
imized.
[0033] The refrigerant having passed through expan-
sion valve 4b flows into outdoor heat exchanger 6. Out-
door heat exchanger 6 functions as an evaporator at this
time. The gas-liquid two-phase refrigerant of low-temper-
ature and low-pressure absorbs heat from the outdoor
air introduced into outdoor heat exchanger 6 by an out-
door blower (not shown). Thereby, the gas-liquid two-
phase refrigerant evaporates and turns into low-pressure
vapor refrigerant. Then, the low-pressure vapor refriger-
ant is suctioned into compressor 1 through four-way
valve 2. The refrigerant subsequently circulates through
a refrigeration cycle in the same manner as described
above.

(Cooling Operation)

[0034] Fig. 5 is a diagram showing the flow of refriger-
ant in the cooling operation. In the cooling operation, con-

troller 100 switches four-way valve 2 such that the dis-
charge side of compressor 1 is in communication with
outdoor heat exchanger 6 while the suction side of com-
pressor 1 is in communication with indoor heat exchanger
3, as shown in Fig. 5. The vapor refrigerant raised in
temperature and pressure in compressor 1 passes
through four-way valve 2 and flows into outdoor heat ex-
changer 6. Outdoor heat exchanger 6 functions as a con-
denser at this time. High-temperature and high-pressure
vapor refrigerant releases heat to the outdoor air intro-
duced into outdoor heat exchanger 6 by an outdoor blow-
er (not shown). Thereby, the vapor refrigerant condenses
into high-pressure liquid refrigerant.
[0035] The high-pressure liquid refrigerant passes
through expansion valve 4b, and thereby expands and
turns into gas-liquid two-phase refrigerant of low-temper-
ature and low-pressure, which then flows into heat stor-
age body 5. After a prescribed time period has elapsed
since the start of the cooling operation, heat storage body
5 is in temperature equilibrium with the refrigerant flowing
through the heat storage body. Thus, no heat is trans-
mitted and received between the heat storage body and
the refrigerant. Then, the refrigerant flows into expansion
valve 4a. In the cooling operation, expansion valve 4a is
basically set to the maximum degree of opening such
that the pressure loss before and behind expansion valve
4a is minimized.
[0036] The refrigerant having passed through expan-
sion valve 4a flows into indoor heat exchanger 3. Indoor
heat exchanger 3 functions as an evaporator at this time.
The gas-liquid two-phase refrigerant of low-temperature
and low-pressure absorbs heat from the indoor air intro-
duced into indoor heat exchanger 3 by an indoor blower
(not shown). Thereby, the gas-liquid two-phase refriger-
ant evaporates and turns into low-pressure vapor refrig-
erant. Then, the low-pressure vapor refrigerant is suc-
tioned into compressor 1 through four-way valve 2. The
refrigerant subsequently circulates through a refrigera-
tion cycle in the same manner as described above.

(Defrosting Preparation Operation)

[0037] When the outdoor air temperature becomes
lower than a prescribed temperature (for example, 7°C)
in the heating operation of the refrigeration cycle appa-
ratus, the temperature of outdoor heat exchanger 6 be-
comes lower than 0°C. Then, frost forms on outdoor heat
exchanger 6. Frost formed on outdoor heat exchanger 6
blocks an air flow passage to thereby deteriorate the
heating performance. Thus, the defrosting operation for
melting the frost has to be performed at regular time in-
tervals.
[0038] However, long-continued defrosting operation
deteriorates the comfortableness inside the room. Thus,
in the present embodiment, an amount of heat stored in
heat storage body 5 is utilized in the defrosting operation
in order to shorten the defrosting time and to shorten the
starting up time of the heating operation.
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[0039] For example, when frost forms on a fin of out-
door heat exchanger 6 to serve as resistance against
heat transfer or ventilation during the heating operation,
pressure Ps of the refrigerant suctioned into compressor
1, the temperature of the refrigerant suctioned into com-
pressor 1 or the temperature of the refrigerant at the outlet
of outdoor heat exchanger 6 is decreased. When pres-
sure Ps of the refrigerant suctioned into compressor 1,
the temperature of the refrigerant suctioned into com-
pressor 1 or the temperature of the refrigerant at the outlet
of outdoor heat exchanger 6 becomes equal to or less
than a prescribed value, controller 100 determines that
the defrosting operation needs to be performed.
[0040] Conventionally, the following technique is
known. Specifically, in the defrosting operation, four-way
valve 2 is switched from the heating operation side to the
cooling operation side, so that the high-temperature and
high-pressure vapor refrigerant discharged from com-
pressor 1 is caused to flow into outdoor heat exchanger
6, thereby melting the frost on outdoor heat exchanger 6.
[0041] However, when four-way valve 2 is switched
from the heating side to the cooling side to perform a
defrosting operation without performing a defrosting
preparation operation, a failure may occur in compressor
1 due to poor lubrication.
[0042] In the defrosting operation, the high-tempera-
ture and high-pressure refrigerant discharged from com-
pressor 1 flows into outdoor heat exchanger 6, melts the
frost formed on outdoor heat exchanger 6, releases heat,
and then condenses into low-temperature liquid refriger-
ant, which then passes sequentially through the refriger-
ant circuit and flows into indoor heat exchanger 3. At this
time, the indoor blower stops blowing air in order to pre-
vent cold air from blowing into the room. Thus, the refrig-
erant is not sufficiently evaporated and is suctioned into
compressor 1 while being kept in the two-phase state. In
other words, when the defrosting preparation operation
is not performed, the liquid refrigerant is poorly evapo-
rated and thereby suctioned into compressor 1. Thus,
due to mixing with the liquid refrigerant, the lubricating
oil is reduced in viscosity, which may lead to poor lubri-
cation.
[0043] Furthermore, when compressor 1 suctions the
refrigerant kept in the two-phase state, the temperature
of the refrigerant discharged from compressor 1 is low-
ered, thereby lowering the temperature of the refrigerant
supplied to outdoor heat exchanger 6 during the defrost-
ing operation. This deteriorates the defrosting perform-
ance, thereby also causing a problem that the defrosting
operation time is lengthened.
[0044] Therefore, in the present embodiment, in order
to shorten the defrosting operation and to prevent the
liquid refrigerant from being suctioned into the compres-
sor during the defrosting operation, the defrosting prep-
aration operation is performed before the heating oper-
ation is shifted to the defrosting operation.
[0045] In the defrosting preparation operation, the re-
frigerant flows in the same direction as that in the heating

operation state shown in Fig. 4. However, the defrosting
preparation operation is different from the heating oper-
ation in that the degree of opening of expansion valve 4a
is greater than that during the heating operation, and in
that the degree of opening of expansion valve 4b is small-
er than that during the heating operation.
[0046] This operation raises the pressure of the refrig-
erant passing through heat storage body 5 and also rais-
es the refrigerant saturation temperature, so that heat
can be stored in heat storage body 5. The temperature
of the refrigerant flowing out of indoor heat exchanger 3
during the heating operation is about 40°C. In this case,
heat storage body 5 can store heat up to 40°C. When
pressure loss occurs before and behind expansion valve
4a during the defrosting preparation operation, the tem-
perature of the refrigerant lowers, so that the temperature
of the stored heat lowers. Accordingly, it is preferable
that expansion valve 4a is fully opened during the de-
frosting preparation operation.
[0047] The defrosting preparation operation may be
started when pressure Ps of the refrigerant suctioned
into compressor 1, the temperature of the refrigerant suc-
tioned into compressor 1, or the temperature of the re-
frigerant at the outlet of outdoor heat exchanger 6 be-
comes equal to or less than a prescribed value during
the heating operation, or may be started after a pre-
scribed time period of the heating operation has elapsed
(for example, 60 minutes).
[0048] Furthermore, when storage of heat in heat stor-
age body 5 is completed, and heat storage body 5 is
brought into thermal equilibrium with the refrigerant flow-
ing through heat storage body 5, no heat is transmitted
and received between heat storage body 5 and the re-
frigerant. Thereby, no influence is exerted upon the heat-
ing ability and performance. Thus, for the preparation of
the defrosting operation that will be required, the defrost-
ing preparation operation may be started, for example,
when the indoor temperature reaches a target tempera-
ture during the heating operation. The target temperature
used herein means an indoor temperature set value of
the refrigeration cycle apparatus that is set by a user.
[0049] The defrosting preparation operation may be
ended when it is determined that heat is sufficiently stored
in heat storage body 5 since the difference between the
measured temperature of heat storage body 5 and the
temperature of indoor heat exchanger 3 becomes equal
to or less than a prescribed value, or may be ended after
a prescribed time period of the defrosting preparation
operation has elapsed (for example, after 5 minutes).
[0050] Furthermore, when storage of heat in heat stor-
age body 5 is completed and heat storage body 5 is
brought into thermal equilibrium with the refrigerant pass-
ing through heat storage body 5, no heat is transmitted
and received between the heat storage body and the
refrigerant. Thereby, no influence is exerted upon the
heating ability and performance. Accordingly, the de-
frosting preparation operation may be continued until it
is determined that outdoor heat exchanger 6 needs to be
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defrosted. In other words, the above-mentioned condi-
tion for ending the defrosting preparation operation does
not have to be set, but the defrosting preparation oper-
ation may be continued until defrosting is started.
[0051] The defrosting operation is performed after the
defrosting preparation operation except for the case
where a user issues a command to stop the operation,
the case where abnormal stop occurs in terms of refrig-
eration cycle control, and the like.

(Defrosting Operation)

[0052] Fig. 6 is a diagram showing the flow of refriger-
ant in a defrosting operation. In the defrosting operation,
four-way valve 2 is switched such that the discharge side
of compressor 1 is in communication with outdoor heat
exchanger 6 while the suction side of compressor 1 is in
communication with indoor heat exchanger 3, and on-off
valve 41 is brought into an opened state. The vapor re-
frigerant that is raised in temperature and pressure by
compressor 1 passes through four-way valve 2 and flows
into outdoor heat exchanger 6. Outdoor heat exchanger
6 functions as a condenser at this time. The high-tem-
perature and high-pressure vapor refrigerant melts the
frost on outdoor heat exchanger 6, thereby releasing heat
and condensing into low-temperature liquid refrigerant.
[0053] In addition, in order to allow the condensation
heat of the refrigerant to be efficiently used for defrosting
without being used for heating the outdoor air, the outdoor
blower (not shown) is generally not operated during the
defrosting operation.
[0054] The low-temperature liquid refrigerant having
an amount of heat used for defrosting passes through
expansion valve 4b and arrives at heat storage body 5.
Heat storage body 5 stores heat during the defrosting
preparation operation and the temperature of heat stor-
age body 5 becomes high. Thus, heat storage body 5
functions as an evaporator. As a result of heat exchange
with heat storage body 5, the low-temperature liquid re-
frigerant evaporates and turns into vapor refrigerant.
[0055] The vapor refrigerant flowing out of heat storage
body 5 passes through expansion valve 4a, then passes
through bypass path 11 and on-off valve 41, and is suc-
tioned into compressor 1. During the defrosting opera-
tion, the refrigerant subsequently circulates through a re-
frigeration cycle in the same manner as described above.
[0056] In addition, the refrigerant circuit extending from
expansion valve 4a through indoor heat exchanger 3 and
four-way valve 2 to compressor 1 is longer in pipe and
greater in pressure loss than bypass path 11. Thus, the
refrigerant hardly flows through this refrigerant circuit
even though the circuit is not closed by a valve or the like
during the defrosting operation.
[0057] It is preferable that the degree of opening of
expansion valve 4a and the degree of opening of expan-
sion valve 4b each are greater as much as possible dur-
ing the defrosting operation. This is because, as the pres-
sure loss in each of expansion valves 4a and 4b is small-

er, the density of the refrigerant suctioned into compres-
sor 1 is greater, and the amount of the circulating refrig-
erant is larger, with the result that the defrosting time is
shortened.
[0058] On the other hand, for example, in the case
where a differential pressure oil supply system is em-
ployed as a lubricating oil supply system inside compres-
sor 1, the minimum differential pressure required for op-
erations may be set for compressor 1. In this case, it is
preferable that not expansion valve 4a but expansion
valve 4b is reduced in degree of opening during the de-
frosting operation. This is because pressure loss of the
refrigerant mainly occurs on the expansion valve 4b side,
so that the temperature of the refrigerant passing through
heat storage body 5 is lowered, thereby increasing the
rate and the amount of heat released from heat storage
body 5 to the refrigerant.
[0059] Furthermore, when the suction pressure of
compressor 1 is relatively low even though the temper-
ature of the refrigerant suctioned into compressor 1 is
relatively high, the temperature of the refrigerant dis-
charged from compressor 1 may rise to a value equal to
or higher than a predetermined protection value (for ex-
ample, 120°C). In this case, the amount of heat released
from heat storage body 5 needs to be temporarily re-
duced to lower the temperature of the refrigerant suc-
tioned into compressor 1 to an appropriate temperature.
In this case, by reducing the degree of opening of expan-
sion valve 4a and increasing the degree of opening of
expansion valve 4b, the temperature of the refrigerant
passing through heat storage body 5 can be raised. In
this case, the temperature difference between heat stor-
age body 5 and the refrigerant passing through heat stor-
age body 5 is reduced. Accordingly, the amount of heat
received by the refrigerant from heat storage body 5 is
reduced. Thus, the temperature of the refrigerant suc-
tioned into compressor 1 can be lowered to an appropri-
ate value.
[0060] In the present embodiment, heat storage body
5 is disposed on the refrigerant circuit between expansion
valves 4a and 4b each having an adjustable degree of
opening. Thereby, the pressure and the temperature of
the refrigerant passing through heat storage body 5 can
be arbitrarily controlled. Accordingly, since the amount
of heat transmitted and received between heat storage
body 5 and the refrigerant can be controlled, the defrost-
ing operation can be immediately performed, and the
compressor can be operated within an appropriate op-
eration range.
[0061] The defrosting operation may be ended when
the measured temperature of the pipe through which re-
frigerant flows out of outdoor heat exchanger 6 becomes
equal to or higher than a prescribed temperature (for ex-
ample, equal to or higher than 5°C), or may be ended
after a prescribed time period has elapsed since the start
of the defrosting operation (for example, after 5 minutes).
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(Shift from Defrosting Operation to Heating Operation)

[0062] When the defrosting operation is shifted to the
heating operation, four-way valve 2 is switched from the
cooling side to the heating side while on-off valve 41 is
closed, as shown in Fig. 4. Also, the degree of opening
of expansion valve 4a is reduced while expansion valve
4b is preferably fully opened.
[0063] In this case, the pressure loss of the refrigerant
occurring in expansion valve 4a is greater than the pres-
sure loss of the refrigerant occurring in expansion valve
4b. Accordingly, the pressure of the refrigerant passing
through heat storage body 5 is reduced, and heat storage
body 5 functions as an evaporator.
[0064] Therefore, when, even after heat storage body
5 is utilized as a defrosting heat source, the temperature
of heat storage body 5 is higher than the outdoor air tem-
perature and heat storage body 5 can be utilized as a
heat source for the heating operation, the increasing rate
of the temperature of air blown out of indoor unit 51 can
be accelerated in the heating operation.
[0065] Fig. 7 is a flowchart (first half) for illustrating an
example of control for switching an operation performed
by controller 100. Fig. 8 is a flowchart (latter half) for
illustrating an example of control for switching an oper-
ation performed by controller 100.
[0066] In response to the command to start the heating
operation from a user’s remote controller and the like,
controller 100 starts the process in the flowchart shown
in Fig. 7 (S1). In step S2, controller 100 sets four-way
valve 2 to establish connection such that the discharge
port of compressor 1 is in communication with indoor
heat exchanger 3 while the suction port of compressor 1
is in communication with outdoor heat exchanger 6.
[0067] Then, in step S3, controller 100 controls expan-
sion valve 4b to be fully opened and controls expansion
valve 4a to be set to the initial degree of opening. When
the refrigerant is circulated by compressor 1, indoor heat
exchanger 3 functions as a condenser.
[0068] In the heating operation, the expansion valve is
generally controlled based on the degree of subcooling
(SC) of the indoor heat exchanger. In the present em-
bodiment, subcooling control is performed in steps S4 to
S7 by adjusting the degree of opening of expansion valve
4a.
[0069] In step S4, controller 100 determines whether
or not a degree of subcooling SC of indoor heat exchang-
er 3 is equal to or less than a determination value SC1
(a first value SC1). In this case, controller 100 calculates
the degree of subcooling SC of the refrigerant in indoor
heat exchanger 3 in the following manner. First, controller
100 obtains a pressure value of a pressure sensor HS1
on the refrigerant discharge side of compressor 1, and
calculates a refrigerant saturation temperature Tdsat cor-
responding to this pressure value. Then, controller 100
obtains a temperature value Tco of a thermistor THco
disposed at the outlet portion of indoor heat exchanger
3. Controller 100 defines the difference between two tem-

peratures (Tdsat - Tco) as the degree of subcooling SC.
[0070] When SC ≤ SC1 is satisfied in step S4 (YES in
S4), controller 100 reduces the degree of opening of ex-
pansion valve 4a in step S5. When SC ≤ SC1 is not sat-
isfied (NO in S4), controller 100 increases the degree of
opening of expansion valve 4a in step S6.
[0071] The process in step S4 or S5 is followed by the
process in step S7. In step S7, controller 100 determines
whether or not pressure Ps of the refrigerant suctioned
into compressor 1 is equal to or less than determination
pressure Ps1. In this case, pressure Ps of the refrigerant
suctioned into compressor 1 is derived from the pressure
value of a pressure sensor LS1 disposed at the suction
port of compressor 1.
[0072] In place of the determination in step S7, any
condition may be employed from among the following
three determination conditions including: 1) a tempera-
ture Ts of refrigerant suctioned into compressor 1 ≤ a
determination temperature Ts1; 2) a temperature Teo of
refrigerant at the outlet of outdoor heat exchanger 6 ≤ a
determination temperature Teo1; and 3) heating opera-
tion time ≥ determination time M1. In this case, temper-
ature Ts of the suctioned refrigerant can be the temper-
ature value of a thermistor THs installed in the suction
pipe of compressor 1. Furthermore, temperature Teo of
refrigerant at the outlet of outdoor heat exchanger 6 can
be the temperature value of a thermistor THeo installed
in the outlet pipe of outdoor heat exchanger 6.
[0073] When the determination condition is not satis-
fied in step S7 (NO in S7), the process subsequent to
step S4 is performed again. On the other hand, when the
determination condition is satisfied in step S7 (YES in
S7), the process proceeds to step S8, in which the de-
frosting preparation operation is started.
[0074] When the defrosting preparation operation is
started, first in step S9, controller 100 controls expansion
valve 4a to be fully opened and controls expansion valve
4b to be set to the initial degree of opening (for example,
to the degree of opening of expansion valve 4a during
the heating operation).
[0075] Also in the defrosting preparation operation, the
expansion valve is controlled based on the degree of
subcooling (SC) of the indoor heat exchanger in the same
manner as in the heating operation. In the defrosting
preparation operation, subcooling control is performed
in steps S10 to S13 by adjusting the degree of opening
of expansion valve 4b.
[0076] In step S10, controller 100 determines whether
or not the degree of subcooling SC of indoor heat ex-
changer 3 is equal to or less than determination value
SC1. Since the method of calculation the degree of sub-
cooling SC is the same as that in step S4, the description
thereof will not be repeated.
[0077] When SC ≤ SC1 is satisfied in step S10 (YES
in S10), controller 100 reduces the degree of opening of
expansion valve 4b in step S 11. When SC ≤ SC1 is not
satisfied in step S10 (NO in S10), controller 100 increases
the degree of opening of expansion valve 4b in step S12.

13 14 



EP 3 617 616 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0078] The process in step S11 or S12 is followed by
the process in step S13. In step S13, controller 100 de-
termines whether or not a temperature Tb of heat storage
body 5 is equal to or higher than a determination tem-
perature Tb1, or whether or not the defrosting preparation
operation time is equal to or longer than determination
time M2. Temperature Tb of heat storage body 5 can be
the temperature value of a thermistor THb attached to
heat storage body 5.
[0079] When the determination condition is not satis-
fied in step S13 (NO in S13), the process subsequent to
step S10 is performed again. On the other hand, when
the determination condition is satisfied in step S13 (YES
in S13), the process proceeds to step S14, in which the
defrosting preparation operation is ended.
[0080] Then, referring to Fig. 8, in step S15, controller
100 determines whether or not pressure Ps of the refrig-
erant suctioned into compressor 1 is equal to or less than
a second determination pressure value Ps2.
[0081] In place of the determination in step S15, any
condition may be employed from among the following
two determination conditions including: 1) temperature
Ts of refrigerant suctioned into compressor 1 ≤ a second
determination temperature Ts2; and 2) a temperature
Teo of refrigerant at the outlet of outdoor heat exchanger
6 ≤ a second determination temperature Teo2. Also, the
defrosting operation may be started immediately after
the defrosting preparation operation is ended.
[0082] Until the determination condition in step S15 is
satisfied, the defrosting operation is not started, but the
heating operation is performed in the state where heat
is stored in heat storage body 5 (NO in S15). When the
determination condition is satisfied in step S15, the proc-
ess proceeds to step S16, in which the defrosting oper-
ation is started.
[0083] In step S17, controller 100 sets four-way valve
2 to establish connection such that the discharge port of
compressor 1 is in communication with outdoor heat ex-
changer 6 while the suction port of compressor 1 is in
communication with indoor heat exchanger 3. Further-
more, in step S18, controller 100 opens on-off valve 41
provided in bypass path 11.
[0084] Then, in step S19, controller 100 controls ex-
pansion valve 4a and expansion valve 4b to be fully
opened. When the refrigerant is circulated by compressor
1, indoor heat exchanger 3 functions as an evaporator.
[0085] In the defrosting operation, in the following
steps S20 to S25, controller 100 adjusts the degree of
opening of each of expansion valve 4a and expansion
valve 4b, thereby adjusting the amount of heat released
from heat storage body 5.
[0086] First in step S20, controller 100 obtains pres-
sure Ps of the refrigerant suctioned into compressor 1
based on the pressure value of pressure sensor LS1,
and obtains pressure Pd of the refrigerant discharged
from compressor 1 based on the pressure value of pres-
sure sensor HS1. Then, a refrigerant compression ratio
Pd/Ps is calculated, and it is determined whether or not

this refrigerant compression ratio is equal to or less than
a determination value R1.
[0087] When Pd/Ps ≤ R1 is satisfied in step S20 (YES
in S20), controller 100 reduces the degree of opening of
expansion valve 4b in step S21. When Pd/Ps ≤ R1 is not
satisfied in step S20 (NO in S20), controller 100 increases
the degree of opening of expansion valve 4b in step S22.
The process in step S21 or S22 is followed by the process
in step S23.
[0088] In step S23, controller 100 obtains a tempera-
ture Td of refrigerant discharged from compressor 1
based on the detection value of a temperature sensor
THd. Then, controller 100 determines whether or not tem-
perature Td of refrigerant discharged from compressor
1 is equal to or higher than a determination temperature
Td1.
[0089] When Td ≥ Td1 is satisfied in step S23 (YES in
S23), then in step S24, controller 100 reduces the degree
of opening of expansion valve 4a and increases the de-
gree of opening of expansion valve 4b. When Td ≥ Td1
is satisfied, excessive heat is released from heat storage
body 5. Accordingly, the degree of opening of expansion
valve 4a is reduced to thereby reduce the amount of heat
released from heat storage body 5.
[0090] On the other hand, when Td ≥ Td1 is not satis-
fied in step S23 (NO in S23), then in step S25, controller
100 increases the degree of opening of expansion valve
4a, and reduces the degree of opening of expansion
valve 4b. The process in step S24 or S25 is followed by
the process in step S26.
[0091] In step S26, controller 100 obtains a tempera-
ture TL in a liquid pipe of outdoor heat exchanger 6 from
a thermistor THL. Controller 100 determines whether or
not temperature TL is equal to or higher than a determi-
nation temperature TL1, or determines whether or not
the defrosting operation time is equal to or longer than
determination time M3. When each of these two condi-
tions is not satisfied in step S26 (NO in S26), the process
is returned to step S20. On the other hand, when at least
one of these two conditions is satisfied in step S20 (YES
in S26), controller 100 causes the process to proceed to
step S27, in which on-off valve 41 is closed. Then, con-
troller 100 ends the defrosting operation in step S28.
Then, in step S29, the process is returned to the process
of starting the heating operation.
[0092] As described above, in the present embodi-
ment, heat storage body 5 is disposed on the refrigerant
circuit between expansion valves 4a and 4b each having
an adjustable degree of opening, so that the pressure
and the temperature of the refrigerant passing through
heat storage body 5 can be arbitrarily controlled. Accord-
ingly, since the amount of heat transmitted and received
between heat storage body 5 and the refrigerant can be
controlled, a defrosting operation can be immediately
performed, and the compressor can be operated within
an appropriate operation range.
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Second Embodiment

[0093] Fig. 9 is a refrigerant circuit diagram of a refrig-
eration cycle apparatus in the second embodiment. As
shown in Fig. 9, in addition to the configuration of refrig-
eration cycle apparatus 101, a refrigeration cycle appa-
ratus 101A includes: a second on-off valve 42 provided
in second refrigerant pipe 22; and a third on-off valve 43
provided in the first portion (31, 32) of first refrigerant pipe
21 so as to be located close to indoor heat exchanger 3
with respect to the branch point to bypass path 11. Each
of second on-off valve 42 and third on-off valve 43 is
opened during the heating operation and closed during
the defrosting operation.
[0094] Refrigeration cycle apparatus 101A further in-
cludes a first stop valve SV1 provided in second refrig-
erant pipe 22, and a second stop valve SV2 provided in
the first portion (31, 32) of first refrigerant pipe 21. The
stop valve is opened and closed by a work operator with
a wrench in the case of installation or relocation of a re-
frigeration cycle apparatus. In contrast, second on-off
valve 42 and third on-off valve 43 each serve as a sole-
noid valve that can be opened and closed by a controller
100A during an operation. First stop valve SV1 is located
close to indoor heat exchanger 3 with respect to second
on-off valve 42. Second stop valve SV2 is located close
to indoor heat exchanger 3 with respect to third on-off
valve 43.
[0095] In other words, in the present embodiment, on-
off valve 42 is provided on the refrigerant circuit so as to
be located between four-way valve 2 and indoor heat
exchanger 3 while on-off valve 43 is provided on the re-
frigerant circuit so as to be located between indoor heat
exchanger 3 and expansion valve 4a. In the present em-
bodiment, on-off valves 42 and 43 are opened during the
heating operation, the defrosting preparation operation
and the cooling operation, and closed during the defrost-
ing operation.
[0096] When the refrigerant becomes excessive dur-
ing the defrosting operation, the amount of liquid refrig-
erant passing through heat storage body 5 during the
defrosting operation is increased. Thus, this liquid refrig-
erant cannot be completely evaporated with the amount
of heat stored in heat storage body 5, so that the liquid
refrigerant may be suctioned into the compressor. In the
second embodiment, the refrigerant existing inside in-
door heat exchanger 3 and the indoor/outdoor connec-
tion pipe is sealed therein during the defrosting operation.
Thereby, refrigerant can be prevented from becoming
excessive in the refrigeration cycle apparatus in the de-
frosting operation.
[0097] Furthermore, by sealing the refrigerant in the
indoor heat exchanger during the defrosting operation,
the motive power and the amount of heat used for con-
veying the liquid refrigerant from the outdoor unit to the
indoor unit can be reduced during a shift to the heating
operation. Thus, the increasing rate of the temperature
of air blown out of the heating indoor unit can be accel-

erated.

Third Embodiment

[0098] Fig. 10 is a refrigerant circuit diagram of a re-
frigeration cycle apparatus in the third embodiment. As
shown in Fig. 10, in addition to the configuration of re-
frigeration cycle apparatus 101 in the first embodiment,
a refrigeration cycle apparatus 101B further includes an
inverter module 5B for driving compressor 1 or for driving
an outdoor blower 6B, inverter module 5B being disposed
to be in contact with heat storage body 5. For example,
inverter module 5B includes: a power device such as a
power MOSFET and an insulated gate bipolar transistor
(IGBT) for controlling electric power; an intelligent power
module (IPM) incorporating its drive circuit and a self pro-
tection circuit; and the like.
[0099] A power element inside inverter module 5B gen-
erates heat in accordance with the value of the current
flowing therethrough. Cooling is required such that the
power element is set to be equal to or lower than a pre-
determined temperature (for example, equal to or lower
than 120°C) in order to prevent thermal runaway. By
bringing inverter module 5B into contact with heat storage
body 5, heat generated from the inverter element can be
utilized as a defrosting heat source during the defrosting
operation while cooling inverter module 5B.
[0100] In the above-described first to third embodi-
ments, it is preferable that the saturation temperature of
the refrigerant suctioned into compressor 1 is controlled
to range between -20°C and -45°C during the defrosting
operation. When the amount of heat stored in heat stor-
age body 5 is exhausted, only the work of compressing
the refrigerant by compressor 1 serves as a defrosting
heat source. The refrigerant saturation temperature in
outdoor heat exchanger 6 during the defrosting operation
ranges from 0°C to about +5°C. In this case, pressure
Ps of the refrigerant suctioned into compressor 1 with
the maximum defrosting performance exists in the range
between -20°C and -45°C in terms of the refrigerant sat-
uration temperature, for example, in the case of refriger-
ant such as R32 and 410A. This results from the following
reasons. Specifically, low pressure Ps of the refrigerant
suctioned into compressor 1 leads to a low density of the
refrigerant suctioned into compressor 1, and thus, the
work of compressor 1 is decreased due to an insufficient
amount of circulating refrigerant. Also, high pressure Ps
of the refrigerant suctioned into compressor 1 leads to a
small differential pressure of the refrigerant before and
behind compressor 1, and thus, the work of compressor
1 is decreased.
[0101] Furthermore, in the above-described first to
third embodiments, an electric heater may be provided
inside heat storage body 5 or in contact with heat storage
body 5. Thereby, a defrosting heat source can be assist-
ed in the case where the amount of heat stored in heat
storage body 5 is insufficient or in the case where a suf-
ficiently large-sized heat storage body 5 cannot be pro-
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vided in consideration of space and cost.
[0102] It should be understood that the embodiments
disclosed herein are illustrative and non-restrictive in
every respect. The scope of the present invention is de-
fined by the terms of the claims, rather than the descrip-
tion above, and is intended to include any modifications
within the meaning and scope equivalent to the terms of
the claims.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

[0103] 1 compressor, 2 four-way valve, 3 indoor heat
exchanger, 4a, 4b expansion valve, 5 heat storage body,
5B inverter module, 6 outdoor heat exchanger, 6B out-
door blower, 10 refrigerant circuit, 11 bypass path, 21 to
24 refrigerant pipe, 41 to 43 on-off valve, 50 outdoor unit,
51 indoor unit, 100 controller, 101, 101A, 101B refriger-
ation cycle apparatus, HS1, LS1 pressure sensor, SV1
first stop valve, SV2 second stop valve, THL, THb, THco,
THeo, THs thermistor, THd temperature sensor.

Claims

1. A refrigeration cycle apparatus comprising a refrig-
erant circuit through which refrigerant circulates in a
forward direction or an opposite direction to the for-
ward direction sequentially through a compressor, a
four-way valve, an indoor heat exchanger, a first ex-
pansion valve, a heat storage body, a second ex-
pansion valve, and an outdoor heat exchanger, and
the four-way valve, and back to the compressor,
the refrigerant circuit comprising

a first refrigerant pipe extending from the indoor
heat exchanger through the first expansion
valve, the heat storage body and the second ex-
pansion valve to the outdoor heat exchanger,
a second refrigerant pipe connecting the four-
way valve and the indoor heat exchanger,
a third refrigerant pipe connecting the four-way
valve and the outdoor heat exchanger,
a fourth refrigerant pipe connecting a suction
port of the compressor and the four-way valve,
a bypass path branching off from a first portion
in the first refrigerant pipe and leading to the
fourth refrigerant pipe, the first portion connect-
ing the indoor heat exchanger and the first ex-
pansion valve, and
a first on-off valve provided in the bypass path.

2. The refrigeration cycle apparatus according to claim
1, wherein
the four-way valve is configured to

cause the refrigerant to circulate in the forward
direction in a heating operation and
cause the refrigerant to circulate in the opposite

direction in a defrosting operation,

when the heating operation is shifted to the defrost-
ing operation, a defrosting preparation operation is
performed in such a manner that, while the first on-
off valve is kept closed, a degree of opening of the
first expansion valve is increased to be larger than
that in the heating operation, and a degree of opening
of the second expansion valve is reduced to be small-
er than that in the heating operation, and
the first on-off valve is opened in the defrosting op-
eration.

3. The refrigeration cycle apparatus according to claim
2, wherein
the defrosting preparation operation is started

when one of pressure of refrigerant suctioned
into the compressor, a temperature of refriger-
ant suctioned into the compressor, and a tem-
perature of refrigerant at an outlet of the outdoor
heat exchanger becomes smaller than a first val-
ue during the heating operation, or
when a prescribed time period passes since
start of the heating operation.

4. The refrigeration cycle apparatus according to claim
2, wherein during the heating operation, the defrost-
ing preparation operation is started when an indoor
temperature reaches a set value set by a user.

5. The refrigeration cycle apparatus according to claim
2, wherein
the defrosting preparation operation is ended

when a temperature difference between the
heat storage body and the indoor heat exchang-
er becomes smaller than a first value during the
defrosting preparation operation, or
when a prescribed time period passes since
start of the defrosting preparation operation.

6. The refrigeration cycle apparatus according to claim
2, wherein the defrosting preparation operation is
continued until the defrosting operation is started.

7. The refrigeration cycle apparatus according to claim
2, wherein
the four-way valve is configured to switch a commu-
nication state inside the four-way valve between a
first state and a second state, to allow a circulation
direction of the refrigerant to be changed,
in the first state,

a discharge port of the compressor is in com-
munication with the second refrigerant pipe, and
a suction port of the compressor is in communi-
cation with the third refrigerant pipe, and
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in the second state,

the discharge port of the compressor is in com-
munication with the third refrigerant pipe, and
the suction port of the compressor is in commu-
nication with the second refrigerant pipe.

8. The refrigeration cycle apparatus according to claim
2, further comprising:

a second on-off valve provided in the second
refrigerant pipe; and
a third on-off valve provided in the first portion
of the first refrigerant pipe so as to be located
close to the indoor heat exchanger with respect
to a branch point to the bypass path, wherein
each of the second on-off valve and the third on-
off valve is opened during the heating operation
and closed during the defrosting operation.

9. The refrigeration cycle apparatus according to claim
8, further comprising:

a first stop valve provided in the second refrig-
erant pipe; and
a second stop valve provided in the first portion
of the first refrigerant pipe, wherein
the first stop valve is located close to the indoor
heat exchanger with respect to the second on-
off valve, and
the second stop valve is located close to the
indoor heat exchanger with respect to the third
on-off valve.

10. The refrigeration cycle apparatus according to claim
1, further comprising an inverter module for driving
the compressor or for driving an outdoor blower, the
inverter module being disposed to be in contact with
the heat storage body.
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