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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a ink supplier
for supplying a recording head with ink in an ink jet re-
corder that is capable of continuous printing operation.

Background Art

[0002] In the ink supply into the recording head in an
ink jet recorder, it is necessary that the pressure of ink
acting on the recording head be maintained constant and
that air bubbles be not included in the ink. As a matter of
fact, however, in a conventional ink supplier of this type
in which as described, e. g., in JP H06-106731 A, a sub-
sidiary ink reservoir is used in addition to a main ink res-
ervoir for ink storage and operated to supply ink during
the recording and the main ink reservoir is operated to
replenish ink when the amount of ink in the subsidiary
ink reservoir becomes less than an established value, an
ink supply pump is used to supply ink into the recording
head from the subsidiary ink reservoir and the subsidiary
ink reservoir is provided with an air vent such that the
liquid level of ink in the subsidiary ink reservoir may com-
municate through it with the atmosphere.
[0003] In the conventional ink supplier described
above, a fluctuation in operation of the ink supply pump
used to supply ink into the recording head may cause
the ink supply pressure on the recording head to fluctuate
and in turn cause printing to become unstable. Further,
the reservoir (subsidiary ink reservoir) for ink supply to
the recording head is provided with the air vent where air
in the environment communicates with the ink surface in
the reservoir, via which air is entrained into ink in the
reservoir. Such entrained air may, when fed to the re-
cording head while being carried in ink, hinder the ink
from being discharged out of the recording head in the
form of properly regulated, successive droplets.
[0004] Further, in the ink jet recorder it is desirable that
the pressure of ink supply to the recording head be made
optimum individually for each of its operating states,
namely during purging, initial charging, printing, wiping
of the recording head and cleaning of a wiping blade.
[0005] For this purpose, conventional ink suppliers
have been designed, as described in JP H11-20180 A
and H07- 137286 A, to change the ink pressure acting
on the recording head by physically raising or lowering
the ink reservoir as the ink source to the recording head
to change the position head of the ink liquid level in the
ink reservoir depending on those states such as printing,
wiping of the recording head and others.
[0006] To wit, all these conventional ink suppliers have
been designed to adjust the height of the ink liquid level
relative to the recording head by vertically moving the ink
reservoir (main ink reservoir) disposed directly ahead of
the recording head for ink supply thereto. It has also been
done to control the height (position head) of the ink liquid

level by way of software upon measuring the ink supply
pressure.
[0007] In ink jet recorders for industrial purposes, how-
ever, in which their continuous operation is essential, the
ink reservoirs must be large in capacity, requiring that
they be proportionally large in size and volume, too. Con-
sequently, the drive source and structure need to raise
and lower such a main ink reservoir cannot but be large-
scaled with conventional techniques, presenting prob-
lems in terms of space of placement and manufacturing
cost.
[0008] Also, as the ink reservoir becomes larger in
size, the liquid level becomes controllable less reactively
to the ink reservoir raised or lowered. Further, controlling
the position head of the ink liquid level by way of software
upon measuring the ink supply pressure makes the con-
troller complicated and thus poses the cost problem.
[0009] EP 0 950 533 A2 discloses an ink supplier for
an ink jet recorder according to the preamble of claim 1.
An adjusting device regulates the ink level depending
upon the position of the print head so that a predeter-
mined back pressure is maintained at the print head in a
first print position having a first elevation and in a second
print position having a second elevation which is different
to the first elevation. The ink surface its, however, not
isolated from air in the reservoir, which bears the risk of
air entry into the ink and the occurrence of sorts of trouble,
such as formation of successive ink droplets upon dis-
charging of ink out of a nozzle and instable printing.

Disclosure of the Invention

[0010] Accordingly, it is a first object of the present
invention to provide an ink supplier capable of maintain-
ing ink supply pressure to a recording head constant
while supplying the recording head with ink with an min-
imum of air entrained therein.
[0011] In order to achieve the fist object mentioned
above there is provided in accordance with the present
invention in a first aspect thereof an ink supplier accord-
ing to the preamble of claim 1, wherein the level detector
comprises a float floating on the ink in the subsidiary ink
reservoir so as to cover the ink substantially over its entire
surface.
[0012] The ink supplier constructed as mentioned
above wherein the position head of the ink liquid level in
the subsidiary ink reservoir is maintained substantially
constant relative to the printing head face of the recording
head allows ink supply pressure (back pressure) to the
recording head to be maintained substantially constant,
thereby permitting an printing operation by the recording
head to proceed stably.
[0013] In the ink supplier for an ink jet recorder men-
tioned above, the means may include an ink supply con-
duit connected between the main and subsidiary ink res-
ervoirs, an ink supply pump in the ink supply conduit for
supplying ink from the main ink reservoir to the subsidiary
ink reservoir, a level detector associated with the subsid-
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iary ink reservoir for detecting an ink liquid level therein
and a controller responsive to a detection value of the
level detector for controlling ink replenishment by the ink
supply pump so as to maintain the position head of the
ink liquid level in the subsidiary ink reservoir substantially
constant.
[0014] According to the features mentioned above, the
means for maintaining substantially constant the position
head of the ink liquid level in the subsidiary ink reservoir
relative to the printing head face of the recording head
can be implementation in a simple makeup.
[0015] In the ink supplier for an ink jet recorder men-
tioned above, there may further be provided a deaerator
associated with the subsidiary ink reservoir for removing
air from ink therein and a float floating on ink in the sub-
sidiary ink reservoir so as to cover the ink substantially
over its entire surface.
[0016] These features allow not only extracting air from
ink in the subsidiary ink reservoir with an deaerator but
also controlling air entry into the ink being supplied from
the subsidiary ink reservoir to the recording head. Fur-
ther, having a float floating on the liquid surface of ink in
the subsidiary ink reservoir so as to cover the ink surface
permits isolating the ink surface from air in the reservoir,
thereby minimizing air entry into the ink. This in turn min-
imizes occurrence of sorts of trouble accompanying air
entry into ink when the ink is discharged out of the nozzles
of the recording head in the form of successive droplets,
thereby giving rise to stable printing.
[0017] According to a further aspect, which is not part
of the present invention but serves for a better under-
standing thereof, there is provided an ink supplier for an
ink jet recorder, including a recording head and a main
ink reservoir, characterized in that it comprises: a back
pressure reservoir connected between the recording
head and the main ink reservoir for replenishment with
ink from the main ink reservoir, the back pressure reser-
voir being adapted to maintain a height of the ink liquid
level substantially constant against an amount of ink con-
sumption by the recording head; and a means for adjust-
ing the back pressure reservoir in its vertical position,
thereby adjusting a position head of the ink liquid level
in the back pressure reservoir, relative to a printing head
face of the recording head.
[0018] According to the features mentioned above, the
back pressure reservoir designed to be moved vertically
to adjust the position head of the ink liquid level therein
relative to the recording head can be made compact and
light-weighted compared with the main ink reservoir,
thereby permitting the position head adjusting mecha-
nism designed to move the back pressure reservoir ver-
tically to adjust the position head to be made light
equipped and manufactured at reduced cost.
[0019] Also, the back pressure reservoir for varying
position heads which is made compact and reduced in
capacity betters the responsiveness in level control by
its vertical movement while improving its maintainability.
Further, adjusting the position head of the ink liquid level

by moving the back pressure reservoir vertically makes
the controller simpler than by controlling the position
head of the ink liquid level by way of software upon meas-
uring the ink supply pressure, and thus renders the con-
troller less costly.
[0020] In this case, the main ink reservoir will be locat-
ed in a space like at the motive power side and the back
pressure reservoir smaller in size than the main ink res-
ervoir will be placed beside the recoding head; hence the
makeup at the recoding head side can also be made
compact. Moreover, with the back pressure reservoir
kept replenished with ink against ink consumption by the
recording head, the ink jet printer is allowed to operate
continuously over an extended period of time.
[0021] Yet further, since the position head of the ink
liquid level can be adjusted as desired mechanically by
the back pressure reservoir, the supply ink pressure can
be precisely controlled individually when the recording
head is to be placed in each of different modes of such
as ink loading, purging, printing and wiping.
[0022] In the makeup mentioned above, the means
may specifically include a lifting unit for supporting the
back pressure reservoir so that it can be moved vertically
whereby the position head of the ink liquid level in the
back pressure reservoir relative to the printing head face
of the recording head may have a height H1 for a printing
operation which is lower than the printing head face of
the recording head, a height H2 for a wiping operation
which is higher than the printing head face of the record-
ing head, a height H3 for a purging operation which is
higher than that for the wiping operation and a height H4
for an initial charging operation which is higher than that
for the purging operation. Then, in a preferred example,
the height H1 for an printing operation is about - 20 mm,
the height H2 for a wiping operation ranges from 10 to
20 mm, the height H3 for a purging operation ranges from
35 to 45 mm and the height H4 for an initial charging
operation is about 45 mm. In another preferred example,
the height H1 for an printing operation is about - 30 mm,
the height H2 for a wiping operation ranges from 10 to
20 mm, the height H3 for a purging operation ranges from
40 to 100 mm and the height H4 for an initial charging
operation is about 300 mm.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0023] These and other objects, features and advan-
tages of the present invention as well as other manners
of its implementation will become more readily apparent,
and the invention itself will also be better understood,
from the following detailed description when taken with
reference to the drawings attached hereto showing cer-
tain illustrative forms of implementation of the present
invention. In the drawings,

Fig. 1 is an explanatory view diagrammatically illus-
trating an ink supply system in an ink supplier ac-
cording to a first form of implementation of the
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present invention; and
Fig. 2 is an explanatory view diagrammatically illus-
trating an ink supply system in an ink supplier ac-
cording to a further aspect that serves for a better
understanding of the present invention.

Best Modes for Carrying Out the Invention

[0024] Mention is first made of a first form of imple-
mentation of the present invention. Fig. 1 is an explana-
tory view diagrammatically illustrating an ink supply sys-
tem in an ink supplier according to the first form of im-
plementation of the present invention.
[0025] An ink jet recorder shown in Fig. 1 includes a
recording head 1, a subsidiary ink reservoir 2 connected
via an ink supply conduit 3 to the recording head 1 and
a main ink reservoir 4 connected via an ink supply conduit
5 to the subsidiary ink reservoir 2. The ink supply conduit
5 interconnecting the main ink reservoir 4 and the sub-
sidiary ink reservoir 2 is provided with an ink supply pump
7, a filter 8 and an electromagnetic valve 9. The ink supply
pump 7 here is provided to replenish the subsidiary ink
reservoir 2 with ink from the main ink reservoir 4 against
an amount of consumption of ink 6 in the subsidiary ink
reservoir 2. The ink supply conduits 3 and 5 lie each at
a position lower than such as the bottom of the subsidiary
ink reservoir 2, namely lower than at least an ink liquid
level therein.
[0026] For the recording head 1, use is made of one
that uses an electromechanical transducer such as a pi-
ezo element whose operation is controlled by a controller
not shown.
[0027] In the subsidiary ink reservoir 2, a float 10 is
floated on ink 6 stored therein and has enough area to
contact the whole surface of the ink. The subsidiary ink
reservoir 2 also has a level detector 11 for detecting the
height of the liquid level of ink 6 by detecting the position
of the float 10 therein. And, the operations of the ink sup-
ply pump 7 and the electromagnetic valve 9 are controlled
by the controller (not shown) in response to a detection
value of the level detector 11.
[0028] More specifically, while ink 6 in the subsidiary
ink reservoir 2 is being supplied via the ink supply conduit
3 into the recording head 1, when its level in the subsidiary
ink reservoir 2 drops below an established level, this is
detected by the level detector 11 which then issues a
signal to open the electromagnetic valve 9 and also to
actuate the ink supply pump 7, whereby ink is supplied
from the main ink reservoir 4 into the subsidiary ink res-
ervoir 2. When ink is so supplied and its level in the sub-
sidiary ink reservoir 2 is returned to such an established
level, this is detected by the level detector 11 which then
issues a signal to deactuate the ink supply pump 7 while
closing the electromagnetic valve 9 so that ink supply to
the subsidiary ink reservoir 2 is terminated. In this way,
the liquid level of ink 6 in the subsidiary ink reservoir 2 is
maintained always constant at a selected height.
[0029] As a result, the relative position in height be-

tween the liquid level of ink 6 in the subsidiary ink reser-
voir 2 and a head face of the recording head 1 is main-
tained constant, whereby the liquid level of ink 6 there
has its position head H that is maintained substantially
constant relative to the printing head face of the recording
head 1. It should be noted here that the subsidiary ink
reservoir 2 lies in communication with the atmosphere
via a filter 12.
[0030] At a vertical position lower than the liquid level
of ink 6 in the subsidiary ink reservoir 2, there is connect-
ed thereto a deaerator 13 for extracting air from ink 6
therein. Also, the main ink reservoir 4 has a deaerator
14 connected thereto for extracting air from ink therein.
Both the deaerators 13 and 14 may each be of circulatory
type whereby air is removed from ink in each reservoir
by passing ink in the reservoir through each deaerator
13, 14.
[0031] In operation, printing is effected by the record-
ing head 1 operated under control of the controller (not
shown) on a sheet of paper (recordable paper) traveling
at a position spaced apart by a distance of 0.5 to 1.5 mm
below the lower surface of the recording head 1.
[0032] Then, the recording head 1 is supplied with ink
from the subsidiary ink reservoir 2 via the ink supply con-
duit 3 in an amount corresponding to that in which ink is
discharged from the recording head 1. Ink supply into the
recording head 1 here is brought about by capillary ac-
tions in the ink supply system and also under a discharge
force at the ink discharge nozzle section of the recoding
head 1. And, since the level in height of ink 6 in the sub-
sidiary ink reservoir 2 is maintained constant by the ink
supply pump 7 whose operation is controlled in accord-
ance with a detection value of the level detector 11, and
the position head H of the liquid level of ink in the sub-
sidiary ink reservoir 2 is thereby maintained constant rel-
ative to the printing head face of the recording head 1,
the ink supply pressure at the discharge nozzle section
of the recording head 1 is maintained substantially con-
stant.
[0033] Then, the subsidiary and main ink reservoirs 2
and 4 are also deaerated by the deaerators 13 and 14
connected thereto, respectively.
[0034] Also, since the surface of ink 6 in the subsidiary
ink reservoir 2 is covered generally over its entire area
with the float 10 and, as a result, is virtually held against
contacting the atmosphere directly, the entry of air into
the ink through this liquid surface can be minimized.
[0035] From the above, it is seen that all sorts of trouble
accompanying air entry into ink when the ink is dis-
charged out of the nozzles of the recording head 1 in the
form of successive droplets are minimized, thereby giving
rise to stable printing.
[0036] Fig. 2 is an explanatory view diagrammatically
illustrating an ink supply system in an ink supplier ac-
cording to a further aspect that serves for a better under-
standing of the present invention.
[0037] An ink jet recorder shown in Fig. 2 includes a
recording head 21, a back pressure reservoir (subsidiary
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ink reservoir) 22 connected via an ink supply conduit 23
to the recording head 21 and a main ink reservoir 24
connected via an ink supply conduit 25 to the back pres-
sure reservoir 22. The ink supply conduit 25 intercon-
necting the main ink reservoir 24 and the back pressure
reservoir 22 is provided with an ink supply pump 27,
which is provided to replenish the back pressure reservoir
22 with ink from the main ink reservoir 24 as ink 26 in the
back pressure reservoir 22 is consumed. The ink supply
conduits 23 and 25 lie each at a position lower than at
least an ink liquid level therein, namely a position such
as the bottom of the back pressure reservoir 22. Further,
the back pressure reservoir 22 is in communication with
the atmosphere via a filter 28.
[0038] For the recording head 21, use is made of one
that uses an electromechanical transducer such as a pi-
ezo element whose operation is controlled by a controller
not shown.
[0039] In the back pressure reservoir 22, a float 29 is
floated on ink 26 stored therein and has enough area to
contact the whole surface of the ink. The back pressure
reservoir 22 also has a level detector 30 for detecting the
height of the liquid level of ink 26 by detecting the position
of the float 29 therein. And, the operation of the ink supply
pump 27 is controlled by the controller (not shown) in
response to a detection value of the level detector 30.
[0040] More specifically, while ink 26 in the back pres-
sure reservoir 22 is being supplied via the ink supply con-
duit 23 into the recording head 21, when its level in the
back pressure reservoir 22 drops below an established
level, this is detected by the level detector 30 which then
issues a signal to actuate the ink supply pump 27, where-
by ink is supplied from the main ink reservoir 24 into the
back pressure reservoir 22. When ink is so supplied and
its level in the back pressure reservoir 22 is returned to
such an established level, this is detected by the level
detector 30 which then issues a signal to deactuate the
ink supply pump 27 so that ink supply to the back pressure
reservoir 22 is terminated. In this way, the liquid level of
ink 26 in the back pressure reservoir 22 is maintained
always constant at a selected height.
[0041] The back pressure reservoir 22 is supported by
a lifting unit 32 with the intermediary of a bracket 31. The
lifting unit 32 comprises a vertical threaded shaft 33
screwed in the bracket 31 and a motor 34 that can be
rotated in both directions to rotate the threaded shaft 33
in either direction vertically and thereby to raise or lower
the back pressure reservoir 22. Thus, rendering the back
pressure reservoir 22 movable vertically allows the po-
sition head of the liquid level of ink therein to be varied
as desired with respect to the printing head face of the
recording head 21.
[0042] At a vertical position lower than the liquid level
of ink 26 in the back pressure reservoir 22, there is con-
nected thereto a deaerator 35 for extracting air from ink
26 therein. The deaerator 35 may be of circulatory type
whereby air is removed from ink in the reservoir by pass-
ing ink in the reservoir through the deaerator 35.

[0043] In operation, printing is effected by the record-
ing head 21 operated under control of the controller (not
shown) on a sheet of paper (recordable paper) traveling
at a position spaced apart by a distance of 0.5 to 1.5 mm
below the lower surface of the recording head 21.
[0044] Then, the amount of ink in the back pressure
reservoir 22 is maintained constant by the ink supply
pump 27 whose operation is controlled in response to a
detection value of the level detector 30. On the other
hand, the height of the ink liquid level, namely its position
head, relative to the printing head face of the recording
head 21 can be varied by moving the back pressure res-
ervoir 22 vertically by means of the lifting unit 32.
[0045] Here, the position head of the liquid level of ink
relative to the printing head face of the recording head 1
is set at different values H1, H2, H3 and H4 selectively for
different modes in which the ink jet printer is to be placed,
i. e., for printing, wiping, purging and initial charging, re-
spectively. Then, as indicated in Fig. 2 the position head
H1 for the printing mode is set to be lower than the printing
head face of the recording head 21, the position head H2
for the wiping mode is set to be higher than the printing
head face of the recording head 21, the position head H3
for the purging mode is set to be higher than H2 for the
wiping mode and the position head H4 for the initial charg-
ing is set to be higher than H3 for the purging mode.
[0046] To wit, the position head (height) H4 for the initial
charging which needs to draw air out of the ink supply
conduit 23 between the back pressure reservoir 22 and
the recording head 21 and then to fill the ink supply con-
duit 23 with ink should be the highest. The position head
(height) H3 for the purging operation which to resume
printing with a short rest time period after printing is per-
formed to purge or expel dust, solid ink and entrained air
and replace them with fresh ink in the ink supply conduit
23 should also be a height near the position head (height)
H4 for the initial charging.
[0047] For the printing operation, ink should properly
have a negative pressure to the recording head 21 and
the position head H1 (height) should then be a height
lower than the printing head face of the recording head
21.On the other hand, the position head (height) H2 dur-
ing the wiping operation should be somewhat positive.
An example is taken as H1 for printing: about - 20 mm,
H2 for wiping: 10 to 20 mm, H3 for purging: 35 to 45 mm
and H4 for initial charging: about 45 mm. Another exam-
ple is taken as H1 for printing: about - 30 mm. H2 for
wiping: 10 to 20 mm, H3 for purging: 40 to 100 mm and
H4 for initial charging: about 300 mm. These values
change depending on performance of the recording
head, ink properties and specific details of the ink supply
system.
[0048] In the makeup mentioned above, the back pres-
sure reservoir 22 may have a capacity sufficient if it is
commensurate with the printing speed in the recording
head. Since it may be smaller in capacity than the main
ink reservoir 24, the back pressure reservoir 22 is made
smaller than the main ink reservoir 24 in size and weight
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as well.

Claims

1. An ink supplier for an ink jet recorder, comprising:

a recording head (1);
a main ink reservoir (4);
a subsidiary ink reservoir (2) connected be-
tween the recording head and the main ink res-
ervoir for replenishment of ink from the main ink
reservoir;
a level detector (11) associated with the subsid-
iary ink reservoir (2) for detecting an ink liquid
level therein; and
a controller responsive to a detection value of
the level detector (11) for controlling ink replen-
ishment to said subsidiary ink reservoir (2) so
as to maintain a relative position in height be-
tween the ink liquid level in the subsidiary ink
reservoir (2) and a head face of the recording
head (1) substantially constant;
characterized in that said level detector com-
prises a float (10) floating on the ink (6) in the
subsidiary ink reservoir (2) so as to cover the
ink substantially over its entire surface.

2. The ink supplier as set forth in claim 1, further com-
prising an ink supply conduit (5) connected between
the main and subsidiary ink reservoirs (4, 2) and an
ink supply pump (7) in the ink supply conduit for sup-
plying ink from the main ink reservoir to the subsid-
iary ink reservoir, wherein said ink supply pump (7)
is actuated by said controller.

3. The ink supplier as set forth in claim 1 or claim 2,
further comprising a deaerator (13) associated with
the subsidiary ink reservoir (2) for removing air from
the ink (6) therein.

Patentansprüche

1. Tintenzuführvorrichtung für eine Tintenstrahl- Auf-
zeichnungseinrichtung,umfassend:

einen Aufzeichnungskopf (1);
einen Haupt-Tintenbchälter (4);
einen Hilfs-Tintenbehälter (2), der zwischen den
Aufzeichnungskopf und den Haupt-Tintenbe-
hälter geschaltet ist, zum Nachfüllen von Tinte
bzw. Druckfarbe aus dem Haupt-Tintenbehäl-
ter;
einen Füllstandsdetektor (11), der dem Hilfs-
Tintenbehälter (2) zugeordnet ist, um den Flüs-
sigkeitspegel einer darin befindlichen Tinte bzw.
Druckfarbe zu detektieren; und

eine Steuer- bzw. Regeleinrichtung, die auf ei-
nen Detektionswert des FüUstandsdetektors
(11) anspricht, um ein Nachfüllen von Tinte bzw.
Druckfarbe zu dem Hilfs-Tintenbehälter (2) zu
steuern bzw. zu regeln, um so eine relative Hö-
henlage zwischen dem Tinten-Fltissigkeitspe-
gel in dem Hilfs-Tintenbehälter (2) und einer
Kopf-Vorderseite des Aufzeichnungskopfs (1)
im Wesentlichen konstant zu halten;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Füll-
standsdetektor einen Schwimmkörper (10) um-
fasst, der auf der Tinte bzw. Druckfarbe (6) in
dem Hilfs-Tintenbehälter (2) schwimmt, um im
Wesentlichen die gesamte Obertläche der Tinte
bzw. Druckfarbe zu bedecken.

2. Tintenzuführvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, weiterhin
umfassend ein Tintenversorgungsrohr (5), das zwi-
schen den Haupt-Tintenbehälter und Hilfs-Tintenbe-
hälter (4, 2) geschaltet ist, sowie eine Tintenversor-
gungspumpe (7) in dem Tintenversorgungsrohr, um
dem Hilfs-Tintenbehälter Tinte aus dem Haupt-Tint-
cnbchälter zuzuführen, wobei die Tintenversor-
gungspumpe (7) durch die Steuer- bzw. Regelein-
richtung betätigt wird.

3. Tintenzuführvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder An-
spruch 2, weiterhin umfassend eine Entlüftungsein-
richtung (13), die dem Hilfs-Tintenbehälter (2) zuge-
ordnet ist, um Luft aus der darin befindlichen Tinte
bzw. Druckfarbe (6) zu entfernen.

Revendications

1. Système d’alimentation en encre pour un dispositif
d’enregistrement par jet d’encre, comprenant :

- une tête d’enregistrement (1);
- un réservoir d’encre principal (4) ;
- un réservoir d’encre subsidiaire (2) raccordé
entre la tête d’enregistrement et le réservoir
d’encre principal pour le remplissage d’encre
depuis le réservoir d’encre principal;
- un détecteur de niveau (11) associé au réser-
voir d’encre subsidiaire (2) pour la détection du
niveau d’encre liquide en son intérieur ;
- un contrôleur agissant en réponse d’une valeur
de détection du détecteur de niveau (11) pour
la commande du remplissage d’encre dudit ré-
servoir d’encre subsidiaire (2) afin de maintenir
substantiellement constant le niveau d’encre li-
quide du réservoir d’encre subsidiaire (2) et la
surface de la tête de la tête d’enregistrement
(1) ;

caractérisé en ce que ledit détecteur de niveau
comporte un flotteur (10) flottant dans l’encre (6) du
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réservoir d’encre subsidiaire (2) recouvrant substan-
tiellement l’encre sur toute sa surface.

2. Le système d’alimentation en encre tel que défini
dans la revendication 1, comportant en outre un con-
duit d’alimentation en encre (5) raccordé entre les
réservoirs d’encre principaux et subsidiaires (4, 2)
et une pompe d’alimentation en encre (7) dans le
conduit d’alimentation en encre pour l’alimentation
en encre depuis le réservoir d’encre principal vers
le réservoir d’encre subsidiaire, dans lequel ladite
pompe d’alimentation en encre est commandée par
ledit contrôleur.

3. Le système d’alimentation en encre tel que défini
dans les revendications 1 ou 2 comportant en outre
un extracteur d’air (13) associé au réservoir d’encre
subsidiaire (2) pour l’évacuation de l’air présent avec
l’encre.
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