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(54) Wing assembly for an ultralight aircraft, and ultralight aircraft provided with such wing 
assembly

(57) In an ultralight aircraft (1), each wing (3) has an
intermediate elongated portion (4) integrally connected
to the fuselage (B), and two movable elongated portions
(5)(6) arranged on opposite sides of the intermediate
elongated portion(4); the position of both the movable

elongated portions (5) (6) can be adjusted with respect
to the intermediate elongated portion(4) simultaneously
and in a synchronised manner by operating one single
main actuator (15) connected to the movable elongated
portions (5) (6) which are moved by means of a mechan-
ical lever transmission (17).
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Description

[0001] The present invention concerns a wing assem-
bly for an ultralight aircraft and an ultralight aircraft pro-
vided with such wing assembly.
[0002] In the field of design and production of ultralight
aircraft, i.e. aircraft that have a maximum weight at
take-off equal to four hundred and fifty kilograms and a
stall speed below 65 kilometres per hour, the essential
priority objectives to be achieved are basically three: the
first is to maintain a limited stalling speed in order to per-
mit landing also on so-called "short" runways, the second
is to permit high maximum and cruising speeds to be
reached, and the third is to limit as far as possible the
overall weight of the aircraft, the latter moreover being
important also for the other two objectives stated above.
[0003] One of the parts of the aircraft that require most
attention to achieve the above objectives are the wings.
Aircraft are therefore known in which each wing compris-
es a fixed intermediate elongated portion integrally con-
nected to the aircraft fuselage, a front portion commonly
known as slat, and a rear elongated portion commonly
known as flap. The rear elongated portion is generally
hinged to the intermediate portion to rotate with respect
to the fixed elongated portion around a longitudinal axis
(orthogonal to the aircraft travel direction) driven by its
own dedicated command and control unit operated by
the pilot to vary the lift capacity of the wing profile. The
front elongated portion is coupled to the fixed elongated
portion so that it moves parallel with respect to the fixed
portion between two extreme stroke end positions solely
as a result of the aerodynamic action. In other words, the
front portion moves freely without any control by the pilot,
who therefore controls the aircraft by varying the position
of the rear portion only. This control, however, requires
a good knowledge of the aircraft and considerable flying
experience but even this is not always sufficient to guar-
antee flight safety.
[0004] The aim of the present invention is to produce
a wing assembly for an ultralight aircraft, which solves in
a simple and economic manner the problems of the
known solutions and at the same time results in high ef-
ficiency and functional reliability, in addition to limited
weight and overall dimensions.
[0005] According to the present invention a wing as-
sembly for an ultralight aircraft is provided, comprising
two opposed wings, each of which comprises a fixed in-
termediate elongated portion designed to be integrally
connected to a fuselage of the aircraft, and two respective
movable elongated portions arranged on opposite sides
of the related intermediate elongated portion; character-
ised in that it comprises one single main actuator for op-
eration of said movable elongated portions of both said
wings, and transmission means positioned between said
movable elongated portions and said main actuator to
simultaneously and synchronously move said movable
elongated portions with respect to said related fixed elon-
gated portions.

[0006] Preferably, in the wing assembly defined
above, said main actuator comprises one single electric
drive motor.
[0007] The invention will now be described with refer-
ence to the attached drawings, which illustrate a non-lim-
iting implementation example, in which:

figure 1 shows schematically and partially a plan
view of a preferred embodiment of the aircraft pro-
vided with the wing assembly according to the
present invention; and
figure 2 is a schematic section on a highly enlarged
scale and with parts removed for the sake of clarity
according to the line II-II of figure 1;
figure 3 is a figure analogous to figure 2 and illus-
trates some details of figure 2 arranged in a different
functional position; and
figures 4 and 5 are schematic sections on a highly
enlarged scale and with parts removed for the sake
of clarity according to the line IV-IV and, respectively,
according to the line V-V of figure 1.

[0008] In figure 1, 1 indicates, overall, an ultralight air-
craft. The aircraft 1 comprises a fuselage B and a wing
assembly 2, in turn comprising a pair of wings 3 protrud-
ing from the fuselage B in opposite directions and sub-
stantially orthogonal to a longitudinal direction A of the
aircraft 1.
[0009] Each wing 3 comprises an elongated central
portion 4 integrally connected to the fuselage B, and two
lateral elongated portions indicated by 5 and 6 arranged
at the front and rear respectively of the related interme-
diate portion 2 in the travel direction of the aircraft 1.
According to the illustration of figure 1 and, in particular,
of figures 3 to 5, each portion 5 is coupled to the related
intermediate portion 2 by means of a plurality of runner
and slide assemblies 10, known per se and therefore not
described in detail, constituting a part of the wing assem-
bly 2 and distributed along the portions 4 and 5 to enable
portion 5 to translate with respect to portion 4 between
an extracted portion, illustrated in figures 3 to 5, in which
the portions 4 and 5 define between them an elongated
section 12, and a retracted position, illustrated in figure
2, in which the portion 5 substantially constitutes a front
elongation of the related portion 4.
[0010] Again with reference to figures 2 to 5, each mov-
able portion 6 is hinged, in a known way, to the related
portion 4 to rotate around a respective horizontal hinge
axis 13 crosswise to the direction A between a raised
position, illustrated in figure 2, in which the portions 6
constitute a rear extension of the related fixed portions
4, and a lowered position rotated downwards, illustrated
in figures 3 to 5.
[0011] The portions 5 and 6 of the wings 2 are moved
simultaneously and synchronously by means of an op-
erating device 14 which can be controlled by the pilot and
constituting part of the wing assembly 2. The device 14
comprises one single main actuator 15 (figures 2 and 3)
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driven by one single electric motor 16 or by a crank or
knob K (figure 2) which can be operated by the pilot, and
a mechanical lever transmission 17 positioned between
the actuator 15 and the movable elongated portions 5
and 6 of the wings 3.
[0012] The actuator 15 comprises an outer shell 18,
which is hinged to an end crosswise partition 19 of one
of the wings 3, and from which a control rod 20 protrudes
(figure 3) translating axially due to the thrust generated
by the motor 16 or crank or knob K. The transmission 17
comprises a rocker lever 23, which is parallel and hinged
to the partition 19 to pivot around an axis 24 and has an
arm 22 coupled to the rod 20 by means of a tie rod/strut
21, and an arm 25 coupled, by means of a toggle assem-
bly 26, to a respective torsion bar 28 hinged to the related
fixed intermediate portion 4 to rotate around a fixed axis
29 parallel to the axis 24. In this specific case, the toggle
assembly 26 comprises a crank 30 inserted on the torsion
bar 28 and a tie rod/strut 31 connecting the crank 30 to
the arm 25 (figures 2 and 3).
[0013] For each runner and slide assembly 10, a re-
spective crank 33 (figure 5) is also inserted on each bar
29, rotated at an angle with respect to the related crank
30 and constituting part of a respective connecting
rod-crank assembly 34, the connecting rod 35 of which
is hinged, on the one side to the related crank and, on
the other, to a slide 36 of the respective runner and slide
assembly 10 (figure 5).
[0014] Again with reference to figures 2 and 3, the con-
trol rod 20 is furthermore hinged at the free end of a further
crank 37, which is inserted on a further torsion bar 38
and hinged to the tie rod/strut 21 at the same hinging
point as the rod 20 to define, with the tie rod/strut 21, an
angle connection toggle transmission 40 of the bar 38 to
the rocker lever 23. The bar 38 is hinged to the related
fixed elongated portion 4 to rotate around a fixed hinge
axis 39 substantially parallel to the axis 29. A crank 41
(figure 4) rotated at an angle with respect to the crank 37
is inserted on the torsion bar 38. The crank 41 constitutes
part of a toggle assembly 42 (figures 1 and 4) constituting
part of the transmission 17 and comprising a tie rod/strut
43 hinged, on one side, to the crank 41 and, on the other,
to the related portion 6.
[0015] Again with reference to figure 1, each of the
torsion bars 28 and 38 of each wing 3 is connected an-
gularly integral with a corresponding torsion bar 28,38 of
the other wing 3 by means of a mechanical connection
unit 44, known per se, constituting part of the transmis-
sion 17 and comprising a pair of sections 45 of torsion
bar extending across the fuselage B and if necessary a
motorised or manual auxiliary actuator 46 connected in
parallel to the actuator 15.
[0016] With respect to the known solutions in use, via
the actuator 15 the pilot simultaneously and synchro-
nously varies the positions of the front portions 5 and rear
portions 6 of each wing 3 with respect to the related fixed
intermediate portion 4. In particular, by operating the ac-
tuator 15, the transmission described enables the pilot

to move the rear portions 6 to a plurality of functional
positions, each corresponding to a univocal position of
the front portions 5. The combined action of adjustment
of the position of the movable portions 5 and 6 means,
again with respect to the known solutions, that the lift
capacity of the wing profile can be increased in a con-
trolled manner and/or much lower stalling speeds can be
obtained, therefore making it possible to land on short
runways. In particular, when the front portions 5 are ar-
ranged in their extended positions and the rear portions
6 are arranged in their lowered positions, as illustrated
in figures 3, 4 and 5, the stalling speed reaches a mini-
mum value which is decidedly below that of known aircraft
while, when the front portions 5 are arranged in their re-
tracted positions and the rear portions 6 are arranged in
their raised positions, as illustrated in figure 2, the wing
profile has a much higher degree of penetration than that
of the known profiles, permitting the aircraft to reach de-
cidedly higher maximum and cruising speeds than those
of the known aircraft.
[0017] The use of one single actuator for control of
both the front and rear portions of both the wings 3 and
a particularly simple transmission in terms of construction
means that the total weight of the aircraft can be kept
well below the established maximum value. Lastly, the
particular construction method of the transmission and
the arrangement of the actuator 15 with respect to the
transmission itself mean that an extremely compact op-
erating unit can be obtained which can be coupled to one
of the internal crosswise stiffening partitions of the wing
or to a wall of the fuselage B, while use of the torsion
bars running along the wings means that the control can
be transmitted to units distributed along the wings them-
selves in an extremely simple but at the same time ac-
curate manner occupying very limited space. In this re-
gard it should be noted that the internal space of the
wings, partially occupied by the stiffening partitions
and/or ribs, is to a large extent occupied by the fuel tanks.
[0018] From the above it appears evident that modifi-
cations and variations that do not depart from the scope
of the present invention can be made to the aircraft 1. In
particular, the transmission positioned between the ac-
tuator and movable elongated portions could be further
modified for the purpose of further limiting the overall
dimensions and/or the weight or to vary the relative po-
sition of the front elongated portions with respect to the
rear ones to obtain particular aircraft performance, while
always maintaining the characteristic of parallel simulta-
neous control of movement of all the movable elongated
parts of the wings.
[0019] From the above it furthermore appears evident
that the wing assembly described can be applied also on
other types of aircraft.

Claims

1. Wing assembly (2) of an ultralight aircraft (1) com-

3 4 



EP 1 619 119 A2

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

prising two opposed wings (3), each of which com-
prises a fixed intermediate elongated portion (4) de-
signed to be integrally connected to a fuselage (B)
of the aircraft (1), and two respective movable elon-
gated portions (5)(6) arranged on opposite sides of
the related intermediate elongated portion (4); char-
acterised in that it comprises one single main ac-
tuator (15) for operation of said movable elongated
portions (5) (6) of both said wings (3), and transmis-
sion means (17) positioned between said movable
elongated portions (5) (6) and said main actuator
(15) to simultaneously and synchronously move said
movable elongated portions (5) (6) with respect to
said related fixed elongated portions (4).

2. Assembly as claimed in claim 1, characterised in
that said main actuator (15) comprises one single
electric drive motor (16).

3. Assembly as claimed in claim 1, characterised in
that said main actuator (15) comprises at least one
crank (K) which can be operated manually by the
pilot.

4. Assembly as claimed in one of the previous claims,
characterised in that said main actuator (15) com-
prises one single translating operating rod (20) cou-
pled to said transmission means(17).

5. Assembly as claimed in any one of the previous
claims, characterised in that said transmission
means (17) comprise a rocker lever (23) pivoting
around a fixed hinge axis (24) driven by said main
actuator (15) and, for each said wing (3), two torsion
bars (28)(38) hinged to said fixed elongated portion
(4) to rotate around respective hinge axes (29)(39)
and coupled to said rocker lever (23), on one side,
and to a respective said movable elongated portion
(5)(6) on the other.

6. Assembly as claimed in claim 5, characterised in
that each of said torsion bars (28) (38) is connected
to said rocker lever (23) by means of a respective
toggle assembly (26)(40).

7. Assembly as claimed in claim 6, characterised in
that one (28) of said torsion bars (28)(38) is con-
nected to the respective said movable elongated por-
tion (5) by means of at least one connecting
rod-crank assembly (34).

8. Assembly as claimed in one of the claims from 5 to
7, characterised in that one (38) of said torsion
bars (28) (38) is connected to the respective said
movable elongated portion (6) by means of at least
one further toggle assembly (42).

9. Assembly as claimed in one of the claims from 5 to

8, characterised in that said transmission means
(17) comprise, furthermore, angular coupling means
(45) positioned between each said torsion bar
(28)(38) of one of the wings (3) and the correspond-
ing torsion bar of the other wing (3) so that the cor-
responding torsion bars are angularly integral with
each other.

10. Assembly as claimed in any one of the previous
claims, characterised in that said main actuator
(15) and at least part of said transmission means
(17) are supported by a fixed partition (19) between
one of said wings (3) and said fuselage (B).

11. Ultralight aircraft (1) comprising a fuselage (B) and
a wing assembly (2) produced according to any one
of the preceding claims.

12. Aircraft as claimed in claim 11, characterised in
that said fuselage (B) comprises a mounting portion
supporting said main actuator (15) and at least part
of said transmission means (17).
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