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(54) RFID tags with EAS deactivation ability

(57) The present invention relates to a product
tagged for identification and surveillance, comprising:
a radio-frequency identification (RFID) device having an
RFID chip for operating in a plurality of states including
an activated state in which communication with a reader
is enabled and a deactivated state in which communica-
tion with a reader is disabled;
an electronic article surveillance (EAS) device for oper-
ating in a plurality of states including an activated state

in which activation of an alarm is enabled and a deacti-
vation state in which activation of an alarm is disabled;
and
a structure for indicating whether the RFID device is in
an activated state or deactivated state;
wherein the RFID device is deactivated when the EAS
device is deactivated by influencing an active element of
the RFID device based on the activation state of the EAS
device.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to radio-frequen-
cy identification (RFID) systems, including RFID tags,
readers, and activators. The invention also relates to
electronic article surveillance (EAS) systems, including
EAS tags, alarms, activators, and deactivators. The in-
vention also relates to RFID and EAS apparatus and
methodology that enables the RFID functionality of a tag
to be deactivated at substantially the same time that the
EAS functionality is deactivated and with the same device
that deactivates the EAS functionality.
[0002] Automatic identification is the broad term ap-
plying to a host of technologies that are used to help
machines identify objects. Automatic identification is of-
ten coupled with automatic data capture. Accordingly,
companies that want to identify items are able to capture
information about the items and to load the information
into a computer with minimal human labor.
[0003] One type of automatic identification technology
is radio-frequency identification (RFID). RFID is a generic
term for technologies that use radio waves to automati-
cally identify objects such as tagged products. There are
several conventional methods of identifying objects using
RFID, the most common of which is to store a serial
number (and other information if desired) that identifies
the object on a microchip that is attached to an antenna.
The chip and the antenna, together with any supporting
substrate, herein are called an RFID device or an RFID
tag. The antenna enables the chip to transmit the iden-
tification information to a reader. The reader converts the
radio waves from the RFID device into a form that can
then be utilized by a computer.
[0004] As the name implies, electronic article surveil-
lance (EAS) is concerned with the embedding or attach-
ing of a disposable security label or tag to a retail item to
deter shoplifting. Conventional EAS devices or tags in-
clude a resonator that, when activated, causes an alarm
to sound when the EAS tag is brought within operative
proximity of detection apparatus (which is typically locat-
ed at the exit of a store). However, if the EAS device is
active, a similar signal will also be produced each time
that a customer either properly removes purchased
goods from the store or enters another store with similar
detection apparatus. Generally, EAS tags are inexpen-
sive and disposable items that are not removed from mer-
chandise during check out (which is generally true for
RFID tags as well). For these reasons, a variety of dif-
ferent techniques have been developed to deactivate
EAS tags, typically by a clerk during check out using de-
activation apparatus that needs no physical contact with
the tag.
[0005] Various types of EAS devices and deactivation
systems make use of specially configured tags or labels
in connection with an apparatus for positively deactivat-
ing such tags or labels. A first example is the EAS tag
described in U.S. Patent No. 4,498,076 to Lichtblau. The
Lichtblau tag is provided with a resonant circuit having a

capacitor portion with an indentation that permits the res-
onant circuit to be deactivated according to methodology
as described in U.S. Patent No. 4,728,938 to Kaltner, for
example. The Lichtblau EAS tag is readily deactivated
at the point of sale by subjecting the tag or label to a
relatively high-powered signal which, because of the me-
chanical indentation, is sufficient to cause a short circuit
within the tag or label for deactivation.
[0006] Another type of EAS tag, sometimes called a
magnetomechanical EAS tag, uses the technology dis-
closed in U.S. Patent No. 3,765,007 to Elder. Magneto-
mechanical tags include an active element and a bias
element. When magnetized, the bias element applies a
bias magnetic field to the active element which causes
the active element to be mechanically resonant at a pre-
determined frequency upon exposure to an interrogation
signal which alternates at the predetermined frequency.
This tag requires a relatively high magnetic field level for
activation and deactivation. Activation and deactivation
is accomplished by exciting a coil wound around a mag-
netic core.
[0007] One of the concerns consumers have with RFID
tags is privacy. More specifically, consumers may believe
that their spending habits and mobility can be tracked by
means of still-active RFID tags attached to their purchas-
es. Accordingly, to increase consumer confidence in
RFID technology, manufacturers are challenged to im-
prove RFID tags so that the tags are no longer activated
by far-field RF signals once tagged products are pur-
chased or used by consumers.
[0008] Accordingly, RFID devices and EAS devices
serve different purposes when it comes to retail items.
As used in the present patent application, the terms "EAS
device" and "RFID device" may refer to devices that are
embodied in separate tags or to devices that are com-
bined in the same tag. By and large, each of the systems
utilizes different apparatus and methodology for activa-
tion and deactivation. Therefore, retailers may need to
purchase and install separate systems for implementing
and deactivating RFID and EAS functionality in their
stores, which can be burdensome and expensive.
[0009] In view of the foregoing, there is a need in the
art for RFID and EAS technology that allows the RFID
functionality of tag to be disabled easily and inexpensive-
ly. The present invention satisfies this need.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] The present invention relates to radio-frequen-
cy identification (RFID) systems, including RFID tags,
readers, and activators. The invention also relates to
electronic article surveillance (EAS) systems, including
EAS tags, alarms, activators, and deactivators. The in-
vention also relates to RFID and EAS devices and a
methodology that enables the RFID device to be deacti-
vated at substantially the same time as the EAS device
is deactivated, using the same apparatus that deacti-
vates the EAS functionality. The RFID device and EAS

1 2 



EP 2 282 300 A2

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

device may be implemented as or comprise of separate
tags or labels or may be combined in the same tag or
label.
[0011] According to one of the embodiments and by
way of example only, an RFID tag may include an anten-
na, an RFID chip connected to the antenna for commu-
nicating with a reader, and an active element operatively
disposed with respect to the antenna. The active element
may operate in a plurality of states, including an activated
state in which the antenna is enabled for communicating
with a reader in a far field, and a deactivated state in
which the antenna is disabled from communicating with
a reader in a far field. The active element may change
from the activated state to the deactivated state when
operatively subjected to an electronic article surveillance
(EAS) deactivator. Accordingly and advantageously, the
same piece of equipment that deactivates the EAS de-
vice may also deactivate the RFID device. In many em-
bodiments, the deactivation of the RFID tag may occur
at the same time as an EAS device is deactivated; in
other embodiments, there may be no EAS device present
even though the RFID tag is deactivated.
[0012] According to another one of the embodiments
and by way of example only, a dual function (RFID/EAS)
tag includes an RFID device and an EAS device. The
RFID device may operate in a plurality of states including
an activated state in which communication with a reader
is enabled and a deactivated state in which communica-
tion with a reader is disabled. The EAS device may op-
erate in a plurality of states including an activated state
in which activation of an alarm is enabled and a deacti-
vated state in which activation of an alarm is disable.
Advantageously, the RFID device may be deactivated
when the EAS device is deactivated. In a number of em-
bodiments, the same piece of equipment that deactivates
the EAS device also deactivates the RFID device at the
same time. For example, a deactivator that subjects the
EAS device to a magnetic field may also subject the RFID
device to the magnetic field.
[0013] In a number of embodiments, the RFID device
may include an antenna, an RFID chip connected to the
antenna for communicating with a reader, and an active
element operatively disposed with respect to the anten-
na. The active element, which may include a conductive
strip or lead, may have an activated state in which the
antenna is enabled for communicating with a reader in a
far field and a deactivated state in which the antenna is
disabled from communicating with a reader in a far field.
In addition, the EAS device may include a magnetic res-
onator and a bias magnet. When activated, the bias mag-
net may cause or affect the resonator to resonate and
the active element to be in the activated state. Further,
when deactivated, the bias magnet may cause the active
element to be in the deactivated state. Accordingly, in a
retail example, deactivating the EAS device at check out
also deactivates the RFID device. The tag may include
structure for providing a visual indication to a consumer
that the RFID functionality of the tag has been deactivat-

ed.
[0014] Other features and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent to those skilled in the art
from a consideration of the following detailed description
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF 
THE DRAWINGS

[0015] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a tag with both
radio-frequency identification (RFID) functionality and
electronic article surveillance (EAS) functionality accord-
ing to a number of embodiments;
[0016] FIG. 2 illustrates a tag with at least RFID func-
tionality in an activated state;
[0017] FIG. 3 illustrates a tag with at least RFID func-
tionality in a deactivated state;
[0018] FIG. 4 illustrates a tag with combined RFID and
EAS functionality in an activated state;
[0019] FIG. 5 illustrates a tag with combined RFID and
EAS functionality in a deactivated state;
[0020] FIG. 6 illustrates a combined RFID and EAS
tag according to a number of embodiments;
[0021] FIG. 7 illustrates the tag of FIG. 6 in an activated
state;
[0022] FIG. 8 illustrates the tag of FIG. 6 in a deacti-
vated state;
[0023] FIG. 9 illustrates an RFID device of a combined
RFID and EAS tag according to some of the embodi-
ments, particularly illustrating the RFID device in an ac-
tivated state;
[0024] FIG. 10 illustrates the RFID device in a deacti-
vated state;
[0025] FIG. 11 illustrates an RFID device of a com-
bined RFID and EAS tag according to other embodi-
ments, particularly illustrating one side of the RFID de-
vice;
[0026] FIG. 12 illustrates the other side of the RFID
device of FIG. 11;
[0027] FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the
RFID device of FIG. 11 in an activated state;
[0028] FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the
RFID device of FIG. 11 in a deactivated state;
[0029] FIG. 15 illustrates an RFID device of a com-
bined RFID and EAS tag according to still other embod-
iments;
[0030] FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the
RFID device of FIG. 15 in an activated state;
[0031] FIG. 17 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the
RFID device of FIG. 15 in a deactivated state;
[0032] FIG. 18 is a block diagram illustrated an em-
bodiment of individual RFID and EAS tags associated
with an object, particularly illustrating an activated state;
[0033] FIG. 19 is a block diagram illustrating the em-
bodiment of FIG. 18 in a deactivated state;
[0034] FIG. 20 schematically illustrates one of the em-
bodiments of an RFID device;
[0035] FIG. 21 schematically illustrates an embodi-
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ment of an EAS device; and
[0036] FIG. 22 schematically illustrates a resonant cir-
cuit in relation to an RFID chip.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0037] Referring more particularly to FIG. 1 of the
drawings, in a number of embodiments a radio-frequency
identification (RFID) and an electronic article surveillance
(EAS) tag 100 may include an RFID device 102 and an
EAS device 104. According to a many embodiments, the
tag 100 may operate in a plurality of operating states. In
addition, in other embodiments, the process of deacti-
vating the EAS functionality of the tag 100 may simulta-
neously deactivate the RFID functionality of the tag 100.
[0038] For example, in some of the embodiments, the
tag 100 may operate in an activated state in which the
tag 100 is able to communicate with an RFID reader 106
as shown in FIG. 2. More specifically, when in an acti-
vated state, the RFID device 102 of the tag 100, which
is associated with an object 108, may be able to receive
energy E from the reader 106 for activation and to trans-
mit tag energy T back to the reader 106 for processing.
The communication of information from the tag 100 to
the reader 106 may be within a typical far-field installa-
tion, e.g., in a retail store. Accordingly, in an activated
state, the combination tag 100 may function or operate
at least as a typical RFID tag in the far field and in many
embodiments as a typical EAS tag as well. [The term "far
field" as used herein refers to a distance greater than
about 15 mm from an RF-energy emitting device, such
as an RFID device that emits ultra-high frequency (UHF)
RF energy.]
[0039] In other embodiments, the tag 100 may also
operate in a deactivated state in which the tag 100 is
disabled from communicating with a reader 106 as shown
in FIG. 3. More specifically, when in a deactivated state,
the RFID device 102 of the tag is not able to communicate
with a reader 106 in a far-field installation. Accordingly,
in a deactivated state, the combination tag 100 may not
function or operate at least as a typical RFID tag in the
far field and in many embodiments as a typical EAS tag
as well.
[0040] Regarding the states with respect to EAS func-
tionality as illustrated in FIG. 4, the tag 100 may be taken
from an inactive state in which the EAS device 104 will
not trigger an EAS alarm 110 to an active state by sub-
jecting the EAS device 104 to activation energy A from
an activator 112. When in an active state, the EAS device
104 will activate the alarm 110 when positioned within
an operative field of the alarm 110, with is indicated by
energy M.
[0041] In addition, the tag 100 may be taken from the
active state to the deactivated state by subjecting the
EAS device 104 to deactivation energy D from a deacti-
vator 114 as illustrated in FIG. 5. When in the deactivated
state, the EAS device 104 will not activate the alarm 110
when positioned within the operative field thereof. Ac-

cording to many of the embodiments, the process of de-
activating the EAS device 104 of the tag 100 may also
simultaneously deactivate the RFID device 102, which
is discuss in more detail below.
[0042] According to a number of embodiments as
shown in FIG. 6, the RFID device 102 of the combination
tag 100 may include an antenna 116, an RF chip 118,
and an active element 120. The RF chip may be con-
nected to the antenna 116 and may be configured for
communicating with a reader 106. The active element
120 may be operative disposed with respect to the an-
tenna 116. For example, the active element 120 may be
configured to affect, vary, or change one or more far-field
operating parameters of the antenna 116, such as fre-
quency or efficiency.
[0043] In a number of embodiments, the active ele-
ment 120 may be configured to change states or to
change the operating state of the RFID device 102. For
example, when the active element 120 is in an activated
state, the antenna 116 may be enabled for communicat-
ing with a reader 106 in an operative far field, as repre-
sented in FIG. 2. In addition, when the active element
120 is in a deactivated state, the antenna is disabled from
communicating with a reader 106 in an operative far field,
as represented in FIG. 3.
[0044] According to a number of embodiments, the
EAS device 104 may include a magnetic resonator 122
and a bias magnet 124 that may be activated and deac-
tivated as represented in FIGS. 4 and 5, respectively.
Accordingly, when activated, the bias magnet 124 may
cause the resonator 122 to resonate as shown by arrow
R in FIG. 7. When the bias magnet 124 is deactivated,
the resonator 122 is unable to resonate as shown in FIG.
8.
[0045] In some of the embodiments, when activated,
the bias magnet 124 may cause the active element 120
to be in the activated state, thereby enabling the RFID
device 102 to communicate with a reader 106 in the far
field. In other embodiments, when deactivated, the bias
magnet 124 may cause the active element 120 to be in
the deactivated state, thereby disabling the RFID device
102 from communicating with a reader 106 in the far field.
Accordingly, by demagnetizing the bias magnet 124,
both the EAS functionality and the RFID functionality of
the tag 100 is disabled or deactivated.
[0046] For example, in a number of embodiments, the
antenna 116 may include a loop antenna 126 with a gap
128 defined between ends 130 of the antenna 126, and
the active element 120 may include a conductive strip.
Accordingly, when in the activated state as shown in FIG.
7, the conductive strip 120 may be positioned in operative
proximity with the gap 128, for example, contacting the
ends 130 of the loop antenna 126, thereby enabling the
antenna 126 to operate at desired or functional far-field
parameters. When in the deactivated state as shown in
FIG. 8, the conductive strip 120 may not be not positioned
in operative proximity with the gap 128, thereby disabling
the antenna 126 from operating at desired or functional
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far-field parameters.
[0047] More specifically, in the illustrated embodi-
ments, the gap 128 of the antenna 126 may be positioned
between the conductive strip 120 and the bias magnet
124 such that the conductive strip may be attracted by
the magnet 124 and urged toward the gap 128 when the
bias magnet 124 is activated. In some of the embodi-
ments, the conductive strip 120 may be biased away from
the gap 128, such as at the position shown in FIG. 8,
such that when the bias magnet 124 is deactivated, no
magnetic force acts upon the conductive strip 120, and
the conductive strip 120 may move out of operative prox-
imity of the antenna 126, or away from, the gap 128.
[0048] Also in the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 6,
7, and 8, when the conductive strip 120 is in the activate
state and in operative proximity of the antenna 126, a
capacitance between the ends 130 of the antenna 126
and across the gap 128 may be at an increased level,
thereby enabling the antenna 126 to operate at a desired
frequency or efficiency. Further, when the conductive
strip 120 is in the deactivated state and out of operative
proximity of the antenna 126, the capacitance across the
gap 128 may be at a reduced level, thereby disabling the
antenna 126 from operating at a desired frequency or
efficiency.
[0049] Accordingly, the active element in the form of
the conductive strip 120 may cause the antenna 126 to
operate at a reduced efficiency when in the deactivated
state. In addition, the conductive strip 120 may cause the
antenna 126 to operate at a first frequency when in the
activated state and at a second frequency when in the
deactivated state. The first frequency may enable the
antenna 126 to communicate with a reader 106 in a far
field, and the second frequency may enable the antenna
126 to communicate with a reader 106 only in a near field
(i.e., not at a far field).
[0050] According to still other embodiments, an RFID
device 102 as illustrated in FIG. 9 may include an antenna
152, an RFID chip 154, and an active element 156 con-
nected to the antenna 152. The chip 154 may include a
pair of conductive magnetic pads 158. The active ele-
ment 156 may be operatively disposed with respect to
the pads 158. Accordingly, in a number of embodiments
the active element 156 may have an activated state in
which the antenna 152 is in operative or electrical com-
munication with the chip 154 as represented by FIG. 2
and shown in FIG. 9. Further, the active element 156
may have a deactivated state in which antenna 152 is
not in operative or electrical communication with the chip
154 as represented by FIG. 3 and as shown in FIG. 10.
[0051] More specifically, the active element 156 may
include a pair of conductive leads 160 each connected
to the antenna 152 at one end thereof. Each of the leads
160 may then contact a respective one of the pads 158
at the other end thereof when in the activated state as
shown in FIG. 9. In addition, the leads 160 may also dis-
connect from the pads 158 when in the deactivated state
as shown in FIG. 10. In a number of embodiments, the

pads 158 may be activated when magnetized as repre-
sented in FIG. 4 and deactivated when demagnetized as
represented in FIG. 5. Accordingly, in embodiments in
which a tag 100 combines RFID and EAS functionality,
the deactivation process of the EAS device 104 may also
simultaneously deactivate the RFID device 102.
[0052] In still other embodiments, the conductive leads
160 may be biased to be in the deactivated state as
shown in FIG. 10. Accordingly, to place the RFID device
102 in the activated state, the magnetic pads 158 may
attract the free ends of the leads 160 to make contact
therewith. When the pads 158 are demagnetized, then
the leads 160 may disconnect from the pads 158 to return
to the biased position of FIG. 10.
[0053] In some of the embodiments, the chip 154 may
be disposed in a spaced relationship with the antenna
152 such that a gap 162 is defined between the antenna
152 and the pads 158. For example, a support 164 may
be provided on which the chip 154 may be mounted.
Accordingly, each of the conductive leads 160 may be
connected to the antenna 152 at respective first ends
164 thereof. Further, each of the conductive leads 160
may then be movable in the gap 162 at respective free
or second ends 166 thereof to disconnect from a respec-
tive one of the pads 158. In still other embodiments, the
RFID device 102 may include a dielectric support 168
with a rear ground plane 170 on which the antenna 152
may be mounted.
[0054] According to further embodiments, an RFID de-
vice 102 as illustrated in FIGS. 11 and 12 may include a
substrate 202, an RFID chip 204, and an antenna 206.
The substrate 202 may include at least one aperture 208,
with a pair of apertures 208 being shown in the embod-
iment in the drawings. The chip 204 may include a
number of conductive magnetic pads 210 corresponding
to the apertures 208, with the pads 210 being disposed
at the apertures 208 on a first side 212 of the substrate
202. The antenna 206 may include a pair of arms 214
each with an end 216 disposed at a respect one of the
apertures on a second side 218 of the substrate 202.
[0055] In a number of embodiments, the antenna 206
may include a plurality of operating states. For example,
the antenna 206 may include an activated state in which
the ends 216 of the arms 214 are in operative or electrical
communication with the pads 210 as shown in FIG. 13,
thereby rendering the RFID device 102 in an active state
as represented in FIG. 2. In addition, the antenna 216
may include a deactivated state in which the ends 216
of the arms 214 are not in operative or electrical commu-
nication with the pads 210 as shown in FIG. 14, thereby
rendering the RFID device 102 in a deactivated state as
represented in FIG. 3. Accordingly, in embodiments in
which a tag 100 combines RFID and EAS functionality,
the process of deactivating the EAS device 104 may also
simultaneously deactivate the RFID device 102.
[0056] As shown in FIG. 12, in some of the embodi-
ments, the arms 214 of the antenna 206 may be biased
to be separated or disconnected from the pads 210. Ac-
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cordingly, when the pads 210 are magnetized, the ends
216 of the arms 214 are drawn to the pads 210 against
the bias of the arms 214 as shown in FIG. 11. When the
pads 210 are demagnetized, then the arms 214 return
to the biased open or disconnected position as shown in
FIG. 12.
[0057] In some of the embodiments, the RFID device
102 may include structure for providing an indication
whether the RFID device 102 is in an activated or deac-
tivated state. For example, as shown in FIGS. 15 and 16,
a lens 220 may be disposed at the apertures 208, and
the end 216 of each of the arms 214 may include a colored
section 222. Accordingly, when the RFID device 102 is
in an activated state as shown in FIG. 16, the colored
sections 222 are separated from the lens 220, so that
the lens 220 provides a first visual indicator, i.e., activat-
ed. And when the RFID device 102 is in a deactivated
state as shown in FIG. 17, the colored sections 222 are
positioned adjacent to the lens 220, so that the lens 220
provides a second visual indicator, i.e., deactivated.
[0058] Although the invention is illustrated above with
references to tags having combined RFID and EAS func-
tionality (i.e., embodying both an RFID device and an
EAS device), the deactivation methodology of the inven-
tion applies equally to the case of an RFID device and
an EAS device each embodied in a separate tag marking
an object. In this case, the physical relationship of the
tags (e.g., proximity, configurations, etc.) can affect the
use of the single deactivation apparatus to deactivate
both devices.
[0059] Referring to FIGS. 18 and 19, in addition to a
tag 100 with combined RFID and EAS functionality, ac-
cording to a number of embodiments, individual RFID
and EAS tags 250 and 252, respectively, may be asso-
ciated with an object 108. The RFID and EAS tags 250
and 252 may be configured analogously to or may include
analogous functionality as the RFID and EAS devices
102 and 104, respectively, as described above.
[0060] In some of the embodiments, the tags 250 and
252 may be activated individually and at separate times
with either the same activator 112 or with separate acti-
vating apparatus. Alternatively, the tags 250 and 252 may
be activated substantially simultaneously with the same
activator 112 as shown in FIG. 18. In other embodiments,
the tags 250 and 252 may be deactivated at substantially
the same time and with the same deactivating apparatus
114 as shown in FIG. 19. For example, during a purchase
of an item 108, the readability or operability of the RFID
tag 250 may be disabled with the same apparatus that
deactivates the EAS tag 252 and at the same time that
the EAS tag 252 is deactivated.
[0061] According to a number of embodiments, the
RFID device 102 may be of a type shown in FIG. 20. In
these embodiments, the RFID device 102 may include a
magnetic coupler 254 operatively coupling together an
antenna portion 256 and an interposer 258 with a trans-
ponder chip 260. The interposer 258 includes conductive
leads or pads that are coupled to contact pads of the chip

260 for providing a larger effective electrical contact area
than ICs precisely aligned for direct placement without
an interposer.
[0062] The antenna portion 256 may include an anten-
na 262 and an antenna portion magnetic coupling ele-
ment 264 electrically coupled together. The electrical
coupling between the antenna 262 and the antenna por-
tion magnetic coupling element 264 may be a direct elec-
trical (conductive) coupling or a non-direct reactive cou-
pling, such as capacitive coupling. The antenna 262 may
be any of a variety of suitable antennas for receiving
and/or sending signals in interaction with an RFID com-
munication device such as a reader.
[0063] The interposer 258 may include the transpond-
er chip 260 and an interposer magnetic coupling element
266 that is electrically coupled to the chip 260. The cou-
pling between the transponder chip 260 and the inter-
poser magnetic coupling element 266 may be a direct
electrical contact or may include certain types of reactive
coupling, such as capacitive coupling. The magnetic cou-
pling elements 264 and 266 together constitute the mag-
netic coupler 254. The interaction of the magnetic cou-
pling elements 264 and 266 allows transfer of energy
between the antenna 262 and the transponder chip 260
via magnetic coupling.
[0064] In some of the embodiments, the magnetic cou-
pler 254 may include high-permeability material placed
in proximity to the magnetic coupling elements 264 and
266. Ferrites are an example of suitable materials for the
high-permeability material 254. Ferrites are ceramic ma-
terials generally containing iron oxide combined with
binder compounds such as nickel, manganese, zinc, or
magnesium. Two major categories of binder compounds
are manganese zinc (MnZn) and nickel zinc (NiZn).
[0065] The high-permeability material 268 may be
placed either between or elsewhere in proximity to the
magnetic coupling elements 264 and 266. The high-per-
meability material 268 may be used to increase and/or
concentrate magnetic coupling between the magnetic
coupling elements 264 and 266. The high permeability
material 268 may increase the amount of flux transferred
between the magnetic coupling elements 264 and 266.
The high-permeability material 268 may be in the form
of any of a variety of layers or structures in proximity to
the magnetic coupling portions or elements 264 and 266.
[0066] The high permeability material 268 may also be
used to control the readability of the RFID device 102
and thus to effect the deactivation method of the present
invention. In embodiments where the high-permeability
material 268 has high associated loss, the high-perme-
ability material 268 may be used to intentionally de-tune
and inhibit operation of the RFID device 102, except
when the high-permeability material 30 is saturated by a
direct-current magnetic field, such as a field produced by
a printed magnet in the device 102. In such a configura-
tion, the RFID device 102 may operate normally until ex-
posed to a de-magnetizing field, which removes the bias
of the high-permeability material 268. Thereafter, the
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high-permeability 268 may either de-tune the RFID de-
vice 102 or concentrate the magnetic flux away from the
interposer 285, thereby also preventing reading of the
RFID device 102.
[0067] Referencing FIG. 21, in a number of embodi-
ments the EAS device 104 may include a resonant circuit
270 and an antenna 272. As illustrated in FIG. 22, the
resonant circuit 270 may be schematically represented
by an equivalence circuit including an inductive element
L and a capacitive element C. The prior art includes nu-
merous examples of resonant circuits that may be suit-
ably utilized in EAS tags, either in parallel as shown or
in series.
[0068] The capacitive element C may function both as
a capacitor and as a transmission line depending upon
the frequency. For example, at low frequencies (e.g., less
than 10 MHz), the capacitive element C may function as
or exhibit properties of a capacitor, while at ultra-high
frequency (UHF) (e.g., about 300 MHz to 3 GHz), the
capacitive element C may function as or exhibit proper-
ties of a transmission line. Accordingly, the capacitive
element C is in an activated state when functioning as a
capacitor and a deactivated state when functioning as a
transmission line.
[0069] As represented in FIG. 22, the resonant circuit
270 may be configured in relation to the RFID chip 118
of the RFID device 102 so that the capacitive element C
is in parallel with the chip. Accordingly, in UHF environ-
ments, the capacitive element C becomes a DC short
circuit, thereby shorting and deactivating the RFID chip
118.
[0070] Those skilled in the art will understand that the
preceding embodiments of the present invention provide
the foundation for numerous alternatives and modifica-
tions thereto. These other modifications are also within
the scope of the present invention. Accordingly, the
present invention is not limited to that precisely as shown
and described in the present invention.

The present application may also relate to a radio-
frequency identification (RFID) tag comprising:

an antenna;
an RFID chip connected to the antenna for com-
municating with a reader; and
an active element operatively disposed with re-
spect to the antenna and having:

an activated state in which the antenna is
enabled for communicating with a reader in
a far field; and
a deactivated state in which the antenna is
disabled from communicating with a reader
in a far field;

the active element changing from the activated
state to the deactivated state when operatively
subjected to an electronic article surveillance

(EAS) deactivator.

The active element may cause the antenna to oper-
ate at a reduced efficiency when in the deactivated
state.

The the active element may cause the antenna to
operate at a first frequency when in the activated
state and at a second frequency when in the deac-
tivated state.

The RFID tag could further comprise an EAS device
including:

a magnetic resonator; and
a bias magnet for causing:

the resonator to resonate when the bias
magnet is activated;
the active element being in the activated
state when the bias magnet is activated; and
the active element being in the deactivated
state when the bias magnet is deactivated.

The RFID tag could further comprise an EAS device
including a resonant circuit with a capacitive ele-
ment;

the capacitive element being in an active state
by functioning as a capacitor at low frequencies
and being in an deactivated state by functioning
as a transmission line when the EAS device is
subjected to ultra-high frequencies;
the active element to be in the activated state
when the capacitive element is activated; and
the active element to be in the deactivated state
when the capacitive element is deactivated.

The present application may also relate to a radio-
frequency identification (RFID) and an electronic ar-
ticle surveillance (EAS) tag comprising:

an RFID device including:

an antenna;
an RFID chip connected to the antenna for
communicating with a reader; and
an active element operatively disposed with
respect to the antenna and having:

an activated state in which the antenna
is enabled for communicating with a
reader in a far field; and
a deactivated state in which the anten-
na is disabled from communicating with
a reader in a far field;

an EAS device including:

11 12 
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a magnetic resonator; and
a bias magnet for causing:

the resonator to resonate when the bias
magnet is activated;
the active element to be in the activated
state when the bias magnet is activat-
ed; and
the active element to be in the deacti-
vated state when the bias magnet is de-
activated.

The RFID and EAS tag active element may cause
the antenna to operate at a reduced efficiency when
in the deactivated state.

The the active element may cause the antenna to
operate at a first frequency when in the activated
state and at a second frequency when in the deac-
tivated state.

Further

the antenna may include a loop antenna having
a gap; and
the active element may include a conductive
strip such that:

when in the activated state, the conductive
strip is positioned in operative proximity with
the gap; and
when in the deactivated state, the conduc-
tive strip is not positioned in operative prox-
imity with the gap.

The conductive strip could reduce a capacitance
across the gap in the antenna when in the deactivat-
ed state.

The gap of the antenna could be positioned between
the conductive strip and the bias magnet such that
the conductive strip is urged toward the gap when
the bias magnet is activated.

The conductive strip may be biased away from the
gap such that when the bias magnet is deactivated,
the conductive strip moves away from the gap.

Further, the present application may also relate to a
radio-frequency identification (RFID) and an elec-
tronic article surveillance (EAS) tag comprising:

a magnetic resonator;
a loop antenna having a gap;
an RFID chip connected to the antenna;
a conductive strip disposed on a first side of the
antenna at or near the gap and being positioned
out of operative proximity with the gap of the

antenna; and
a bias magnet disposed between a second side
of the antenna and the magnetic resonator such
that the gap of the antenna is positioned be-
tween the conductive strip and the bias magnet;
when the bias magnet is activated:

the resonator resonates; and
the conductive strip is drawn into operative
proximity with the gap of the antenna.

when the bias magnet is deactivated:

the resonator could stop resonating; and
the conductive strip could move away from the
gap of the antenna.

However, the present application could relate to a
radio-frequency identification (RFID) tag compris-
ing:

an antenna;
an RFID chip including a pair of conductive mag-
netic pads; and
an active element connected to the antenna, op-
eratively disposed with respect to the pads, and
having:

an activated state in which the antenna is
in electrical communication with the chip;
and
a deactivated state in which antenna is not
in electrical communication with the chip.

The active element may be in the activated state
when the pads are magnetized and the deactivated
state when the pads are demagnetized.

The active element could include a pair of conductive
leads connected to the antenna and for respectively
contacting the pads when in the activated state and
disconnecting from the pad when in the deactivated
state.

The conductive leads may be biased to be in the
deactivated state.

The chip could be disposed in a spaced relationship
with the antenna such that a gap is defined between
the antenna and the pads and wherein:

at least one of the conductive leads could be
connected to the antenna at a first end thereof
and could be movable in the gap at a second
end thereof to disconnect from a respective one
of the pads.

Further, the present application could also relate to

13 14 



EP 2 282 300 A2

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a radio-frequency identification (RFID) tag compris-
ing:

an antenna;
an RFID chip including a pair of conductive mag-
netic pads; and
a pair of conductive leads connected to the an-
tenna, the pair of conductive leads respectively
contacting the pads when the pads are magnet-
ized and being disconnected from the pads
when the pads are demagnetized.

The chip may be disposed in a spaced relationship
with the antenna such that a gap is defined between
the antenna and the pads and wherein:

at least one of the conductive leads may be con-
nected to the antenna at a first end thereof and
may be movable in the gap at a second end
thereof to disconnect from a respective one of
the pads.

Furthermore, the application could also relate to a
radio-frequency identification(RFID) tag comprising:

a substrate including at least one aperture;
an RFID chip including at least one conductive
magnetic pad disposed at the aperture on a first
side of the substrate; and
an antenna including at least one arm with an
end disposed at the aperture on a second side
of the substrate, the antenna including:

an activated state in which the end of the
arm is in electrical communication with the
pad; and
a deactivated state in which the end of the
arm is not in electrical communication with
the pad.

The RFID tag could further comprise a lens for indi-
cating when the antenna is in the deactivated state.

The present application may also relate to a radio-
frequency identification (RFID) and an electronic ar-
ticle surveillance (EAS) tag comprising:

an RFID device for operating in a plurality of
states including an activated state in which com-
munication with a reader is enabled and a de-
activated state in which communication with a
reader is disabled; and
an EAS device for operating in a plurality of
states including an activated state in which ac-
tivation of an alarm is enabled and a deactivated
state in which activation of an alarm is disable;
wherein the RFID device is deactivated when
the EAS device is deactivated.

Further, the present application may also relate to a
radio-frequency identification (RFID) and an elec-
tronic article surveillance (EAS) tag comprising:

an RFID device enabled for communicating with
a reader when activated and disabled from com-
municating with a reader when deactivated; and
an EAS device enabled for activating an alarm
with activated and disabled from activating an
alarm when deactivated;
wherein the RFID device is deactivated when
the EAS device is deactivated.

However, the present application may also relate to
a controlling the operability of a radio-frequency
identification (RFID) device and an electronic article
surveillance (EAS) device, the RFID device enabled
for communicating with a reader when activated and
disabled from communicating with a reader when
deactivated, the EAS device enabled for activating
an alarm with activated and disabled from activating
an alarm when deactivated, the method comprising:

deactivating the RFID device when the EAS de-
vice is deactivated.

The deactivating step could comprise deactivating
the RFID device substantially simultaneously with
the EAS device.

The deactivating step may comprise deactivating the
RFID device with the same device that deactivates
the EAS device.

Claims

1. A product tagged for identification and surveillance,
comprising:

a radio-frequency identification (RFID) device
having an RFID chip for operating in a plurality
of states including an activated state in which
communication with a reader is enabled and a
deactivated state in which communication with
a reader is disabled;
an electronic article surveillance (EAS) device
for operating in a plurality of states including an
activated state in which activation of an alarm is
enabled and a deactivation state in which acti-
vation of an alarm is disabled; and
a structure for indicating whether the RFID de-
vice is in an activated state or deactivated state;
wherein the RFID device is deactivated when
the EAS device is deactivated by influencing an
active element of the RFID device based on the
activation state of the EAS device.
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2. The product of claim 1 wherein the RFID device com-
municates with the reader in a far field.

3. The product of claim 1 or 2 wherein the structure
comprises at least a colored section for visual indi-
cation.

4. The product of claim 3 wherein the structure further
comprises a lens.

5. The product of any one of the preceding claims fur-
ther comprising at least one tag associated with the
product.

6. The product of claim 5 wherein the RFID device and
the EAS device are on one tag.

7. The product of any one of claims 1 to 5 wherein the
RFID device is on a first tag (RFID tag) and the EAS
device is on a second tag (EAS tag).

8. The product of claim 7 wherein the readability or op-
erability of the RFID tag is disabled with the same
apparatus that deactivates the EAS tag and at sub-
stantially the same time that the EAS tag is deacti-
vated.

9. The product of any one of the preceding claims
wherein the RFID device has a movable active ele-
ment having an active state in which the active ele-
ment connects the RFID chip to the antenna of the
RFID device and a deactivated state in which the
active element is moved to disconnect at least a por-
tion of the antenna from the RFID chip;
and the deactivating of the RFID device comprising
moving an active element of the RFID device from
an active state in which the active element connects
the RFID chip to an RFID antenna of the RFID device
to a deactivate state in which the active element is
moved to disconnect at least a portion of the RFID
antenna from the RFID chip.

10. The product of any one of the preceding claims
wherein the antenna comprises a gap and the active
element is disposed on a first side of the antenna at
or near the gap; and
wherein the product further comprises:

a biasing magnet that causes the RFID chip to
be in the activated state when the biasing mag-
net is activated and causes the RFID chip to be
in the deactivated state when the biasing mag-
net is deactivated;
a first visual indicator for providing an indication
of the state of the RFID device; and
a second visual indicator for providing a second
indication of the state of the RFID device;
wherein the first visual indicator provides an in-

dication of the activated state of the RFID device
and the second visual indicator provides an in-
dication of the deactivated state of the RFID de-
vice.

11. The product of claim 10 wherein the first and second
visual indicators comprise colored sections.

12. The product of claim 11 wherein the first and second
visual indicators are visible through a lens.
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