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(54) SURGICAL TABLE

(57) A surgical table (1) comprises a tabletop (2) hav-
ing several tabletop sections (3, 3’, 3"), a column (4) for
supporting the tabletop (3) by supporting one of the tab-
letop sections (3’), and at least one operating unit (5, 5’),
wherein one of the tabletop sections (3, 3’, 3") is a mov-

able tabletop section configured to perform a motion with
respect to at least one of an adjacent tabletop section
(3’) and the column (4) in a power-driven manner, and
the operating unit (5, 5’) is fixed to the movable tabletop
section (3, 3’, 3") for actuating the motion.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a surgical table, in par-
ticular, to a surgical table having a power-driven tabletop.
[0002] Caregivers, e.g. circulating nurses, anesthesi-
ologists and surgeons, have to work with different med-
ical apparatuses when working in an operating theater.
Therefore, they have to be familiar with the operation of
various apparatuses which, due to their functionality, are
provided with complicated user interfaces which are lav-
ishly to operate. Furthermore, the user interfaces must
always be at caregiver’s disposal.
[0003] Moreover, there are surgical interventions re-
quiring an exact positioning of a patient. At the moment,
this position is approached, for example, by pressing but-
tons on a remote control. However, an exact position of
table top sections of the surgical table is hard to achieve.
[0004] Therefore, the object underlying the invention
is to provide a surgical table which can be intuitively op-
erated at the surgical table.
[0005] The object is achieved by surgical table accord-
ing to claim 1 and a method according to claim 14. Ad-
vantages further developments of the invention are in-
cluded in the dependent claims.
[0006] According to an aspect of the invention, a sur-
gical table comprises a tabletop having several tabletop
sections and a column for supporting the tabletop by sup-
porting one of the tabletop sections. Furthermore, the
surgical table comprises at least one operating unit. One
of the tabletop sections is a movable tabletop section
configured to perform a motion with respect to at least
one of an adjacent tabletop section and the column in a
power-driven manner, and the operating unit is fixed to
the movable tabletop section for actuating the motion.
[0007] By providing such a surgical table, the individual
tabletop sections can be operated intuitively since the at
least one operating unit is fixed to an assigned movable
tabletop section and there is no need to search and hold
a remote control in the hand. Therefore, patient position-
ing will be transferred into an effortless process, even for
small adjustments. Thus, for caregivers, it will be much
more convenient to position the patient to the correct de-
sired position without the need to hold a pendant. Fur-
thermore, fine tuning of positioning can be done more
intuitively since a motion of a hand actuating the operat-
ing unit can be assisted by a drive of the tabletop section.
[0008] In an advantages implementation, the operating
unit has a direction of actuation, and the direction of ac-
tuation corresponds to a direction of motion of the mov-
able first tabletop section.
[0009] When the direction of actuation corresponds to
the direction of motion of the movable tabletop section,
there is no need to think about the use of the operating
element and the surgical table can be operated more
intuitively.
[0010] In a further advantages implementation, the
movable tabletop section has a lying surface and the op-
erating unit is configured to be actuated from a lying sur-

face side and a further operating unit is configured to be
actuated from a side opposite to the lying surface side.
[0011] By actuating the operating units from the lying
surface side and, also, the side opposite to the lying sur-
face side, an appropriate assignment of the actuation
and the motion of the tabletop section for approaching
specific positions of the patient is enabled.
[0012] In a further advantages implementation, the
movable tabletop section is provided with a compressible
upholstery on the lying surface side, and the operating
unit is arranged below the lying surface provided by the
upholstery.
[0013] Due to the location of the operating unit below
the lying surface provided by the upholstery, by com-
pressing the upholstery from an upholstery side, there is
no need to look for the operating unit such that is very
easy to intuitively operate a downward motion of the tab-
letop section by pressing onto the upholstery.
[0014] In a further advantageous implementation, the
motion of the movable tabletop section comprises tilting
with respect to the adjacent table top section.
[0015] By tilting the tabletop sections with respect to
the adjacent table top section, an appropriate patient po-
sitioning for specific surgeries is intuitively possible.
[0016] In a further advantages implementation, the
tabletop has a longitudinal axis and the motion of the
tabletop section supported by the column comprises tilt-
ing around an axis parallel to the longitudinal axis.
[0017] By tilting the tabletop section around the axis
parallel to the longitudinal axis, an appropriate patient
positioning for specific surgeries is intuitively possible.
[0018] In a further advantages implementation, the
tabletop has the longitudinal axis and the motion of the
tabletop section supported by the column comprises tilt-
ing around an axis parallel to an axis perpendicular to
the longitudinal axis.
[0019] By tilting the tabletop section around the axis
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis, an appropriate pa-
tient positioning for specific surgeries is intuitively possi-
ble. Furthermore, a Trendelenburg position and Anti-
Trendelenburg position can be easily approached.
[0020] In further advantages implementation, the mo-
tion of the tabletop section supported by the column com-
prises a shifting along the longitudinal axis or a shifting
in the direction perpendicular to the longitudinal axis.
[0021] Due to these features, also the shifting of the
tabletop with respect to the column can be done in an
intuitive manner in order to move the patient in a conven-
ient position for the surgeon.
[0022] In a further advantages implementation, the
motion of the tabletop section supported by the column
comprises a height adjustment of the tabletop.
[0023] By this feature, also a height adjustment of the
tabletop can be performed in an intuitive manner in order
to move the patient in a convenient position for the sur-
geon.
[0024] In a further advantages implementation, the op-
eration unit comprises a force sensitive sensor config-
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ured to actuate the drive of the movable tabletop section
such that a speed of motion depends on a force exerted
to the sensor.
[0025] When providing the surgical table having these
features, a sophisticated control of the motions of the
tabletop sectionals is possible by pressing the operating
unit at an appropriate force.
[0026] In a further advantages implementation, the op-
erating unit comprises a sensor touchpad as the force
sensitive sensor.
[0027] By using the sensor touchpad in an operating
unit, a reliable operating unit can be constructed in an
easy manner since the sensor touchpad can be realized
as being resistant for liquids and disinfectants and also
for mechanical damages.
[0028] In a further advantages implementation, at least
two operating units comprise color-coding having differ-
ent colors.
[0029] Being provided with color-coding having differ-
ent colors, the actuators can be assigned to specific func-
tions, as e.g. Trendelenburg position (e.g. red color), An-
ti-Trendelenburg position (e.g. green color), tilting, or
shifting, or to specific directions of motion.
[0030] In a further advantages implementation, the
surgical table is provided with an activation unit which is
configured to activate the operating units, and the surgi-
cal table is configured to deactivate the operating units
after a certain time.
[0031] For avoiding dangerous situations, the operat-
ing units have to be activated by the activation unit such
that the operating units cannot be unintentionally actuat-
ed but the operating units can only be intentionally acti-
vated. Furthermore, after a certain time, e.g. 10 seconds,
the operating units are automatically deactivated again
such that no subsequent unintentional actuation can hap-
pen.
[0032] According to a further aspect of the invention,
a method for moving a movable tabletop section of a
surgical table comprises the step: actuating a drive for
the motion of the movable tabletop section with respect
to the at least one of the adjacent tabletop section and
the column by activating the operating unit fixed to the
movable tabletop section.
[0033] By this step, the tabletop sections can be oper-
ated intuitively since the operating unit is fixed to the as-
signed tabletop section and there is no need to search
and hold a remote control in the hand. Therefore, patient
positioning will be transferred into an effortless process,
even for small adjustments. Thus, for caregivers, it will
be much more convenient to position the patient to the
correct desired position without the need to hold a pen-
dant. Furthermore, fine tuning of positioning can be done
more intuitively since a motion of a hand actuating the
operating unit is assisted by a drive of the tabletop sec-
tion.
[0034] In an advantageous implementation, the oper-
ating unit is actuated by a specific exerted force to acti-
vate the drive at a speed according to the exerted force.

[0035] By exerting the specific exerted force, the drive
for the motion of the movable tabletop section can intu-
itively be activated such that as higher the force is the
faster the tabletop section moves. Due to this feature,
the speed of an adjustment of the movable tabletop sec-
tion can be easily steered in an intuitive manner.
[0036] The invention is now elucidated by means of an
embodiment referring to the attached drawing.
[0037] In particular, Fig. 1 shows a surgical table ac-
cording to the invention.
[0038] In Fig. 1, a surgical table 1 according to the in-
vention is shown. The surgical table 1 comprises the tab-
letop 2 having several tabletop sections 3, 3’, 3".
[0039] The surgical table 1 further comprises a column
4 for supporting the tabletop 2 by supporting one of the
tabletop sections 3, 3’, 3", 3"’.
[0040] The tabletop section 3 is a movable tabletop
section which performs a motion with respect to the ad-
jacent tabletop section 3’ in a power-driven manner. The
tabletop section 3" is also a movable tabletop section
which also performs a motion with respect to the adjacent
tabletop section 3’ in a power-driven manner. The motion
of the tabletop section 3, 3" comprises tilting with respect
to the adjacent tabletop section 3’. The tabletop section
3’" is a movable tabletop section which performs a motion
with respect to the adjacent tabletop section 3" by hand
force.
[0041] The tabletop section 3’ is a movable tabletop
section which performs a motion with respect to the col-
umn 4 in a power-driven manner. Further, the tabletop 2
has a longitudinal axis 6 and the motion of the movable
tabletop section 3’ supported by the column 4 comprises
tilting around an axis parallel to the longitudinal axis 6.
Furthermore, the motion of the movable tabletop section
3’ supported by the column 4 comprises tilting around an
axis parallel to an axis perpendicular to the longitudinal
axis 6. The position of the table top 2 after tilting around
the axis perpendicular to the longitudinal axis 6 is known
as Trendelenburg position or Anti-Trendelenburg posi-
tion. Furthermore, the motion of the tabletop section 3
supported by the column 4 comprises the heat adjust-
ment of the tabletop. In alternative embodiments, not all
of these motions are provided.
[0042] For performing the motions, the tabletop sec-
tions 3, 3’, 3" are provided with a respective drive 8. The
respective drive 8 for the motion of the tabletop section
3, 3" with respect to the adjacent tabletop section 3’ is
arranged in the tabletop section 3, 3" to be moved by the
respective drive 8. Alternatively, the drive 8 is arranged
in the adjacent tabletop section 3’. The drives 8 for the
motion of the tabletop section 3’ with respect to the col-
umn 4 are arranged in both the tabletop section 3’ and
the column, however, in an alternative embodiment, they
can be arranged either in the tabletop section 3’ or in the
column 4.
[0043] Alternatively, the tabletop sections 3, 3’, 3" are
not movable with respect to the adjacent tabletop section
in a power-driven manner, and, merely, the tabletop sec-
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tion 3’ supported by the column 4 performs a motion with
respect to the column 4 in a power-driven manner. In
further alternative embodiments, the tabletop section 3’
does not perform a motion with respect to the column or
the number of tabletop sections movable with respect to
the respective adjacent tabletop section can vary.
[0044] The surgical table 1 is provided with operating
units 5, 5’ which are fixed to the movable tabletop sec-
tions 3, 3’, 3" in order to actuate a motion of the respective
tabletop section 3, 3’, 3" with respect to the adjacent tab-
letop section 3’ or to the column 4 in a power-driven man-
ner.
[0045] The operating units 5, 5’ respectively have a
direction of actuation which corresponds to a direction of
motion of the respective movable tabletop section 3, 3’,
3". This means that when the operating unit 5, 5’ is up-
wardly actuated, the assigned tabletop section moves
upwardly or swivels such that the operating unit 5, 5’
moves upwardly and vice versa.
[0046] The operating unit 5 comprises a force sensitive
sensor 7 for actuating the drive 8 of the movable tabletop
section 3, 3’, 3" such that a speed of motion of the mov-
able tabletop section 3, 3’, 3" depends on the force ex-
erted to the sensor 7. For reasons of clarity, merely one
operating unit 5 is illustrated with the force sensitive sen-
sor 7. However, all of the operating units 5, 5’ are provided
with the force sensitive sensor 7. The operating unit 5,
5’ respectively comprises a sensor touchpad as the force
sensitive sensor 7. Alternatively, instead of the sensor
touch pad, the operating units 5, 5’ can be provided with
e.g. a strain gauge being operated by an actuator.
[0047] The operating units 5, 5’ comprise color-coding
having different colors. Usually, the operating unit 5, 5’
initiating the Trendelenburg position comprises a red
coding and the operating unit 5, 5’ initiating the Anti-Tren-
delenburg position comprises a green coding. Further-
more, the remaining operating units 5, 5’ are colored by
an appropriate color. Alternatively, the operating units 5,
5’ are not provided with any coding or they are coded e.
g. by a specific shape or location.
[0048] The movable tabletop sections 3, 3’,
3" respectively have a lying surface which is the upper
surface of the tabletop section 3, 3’, 3" on which a patient
is lying. The operating units 5 are actuated from the lying
surface side. The operating units 5’ are actuated from
the side opposite to the lying surface side. Alternatively,
at least one of the operating units can be provided with
several actuators which can be actuated from the lying
surface side and from the side opposite to the lying sur-
face side in order to control an assigned drive. Such an
operating unit is e.g. arranged beside the tabletop 2 at
the tabletop 2.
[0049] The movable tabletop sections 3, 3’, 3" are re-
spectively provided with a compressible upholstery 9, 9’,
9", 9’" on the lying surface side. The operating units 5
are arranged below the lying surface provided by the up-
holsteries 9, 9’, 9", 9"’. Alternatively, the operating units
5 can be encompassed by the upholsteries 9, 9’, 9", 9"’.

[0050] Furthermore, the surgical table 1 is provided
with an activation unit 10 which activates the operating
units 5, 5’. The activation unit 10 is provided at the column
4 at an appropriate location for actuating the operating
units 5, 5’ by a caregiver. Alternatively, the activation unit
10 can be provided at another appropriate location, e.g.
as a foot switch. In a further alternative embodiment, sev-
eral activation units 10 are provided at different sides of
the surgical table for providing the opportunity for the
caregivers to operate the surgical table 1 at different lo-
cations.
[0051] In use, the drive 8 for the motion of the respec-
tive tabletop section 3, 3’, 3" with respect to the adjacent
tabletop section 3’ or to the column 4 is actuated by ac-
tuating the operating unit 5, 5’ fixed to the movable tab-
letop section 3, 3’, 3".
[0052] If provided, the operating units 5, 5’ are previ-
ously activated by means of the actuation unit 10 by the
caregiver.
[0053] The operating unit 5, 5’ is actuated by the spe-
cific exerted force to activate the drive at a speed accord-
ing to the exerted force. Alternatively the exerted force
is not recognized by the operating unit 5, 5’ and merely
an actuation for activating the drive at predetermined
constant speed is recognized.
[0054] While the invention has been illustrated and de-
scribed in detail in the drawing and the foregoing descrip-
tion, such illustration and description are to be considered
illustrative or exemplary and not restrictive. The invention
is not limited to the disclosed embodiments. From read-
ing the present disclosure, other modifications will be ap-
parent to a person skilled in the art. Such modifications
may involve other features, which are already known in
the art and may be used instead of or in addition to fea-
tures already described herein.
[0055] The invention has been described in conjunc-
tion with various embodiments herein. However, other
variations to the disclosed embodiments can be under-
stood and effected by those skilled in the art in practicing
the claimed invention, from a study of the drawings, the
disclosure and the appended claims. In the claims, the
word "comprising" does not exclude other elements or
steps, and the indefinite article "a" or "an" does not ex-
clude a plurality.

Claims

1. Surgical table (1) comprising
a tabletop (2) having several tabletop sections (3, 3’,
3"),
a column (4) for supporting the tabletop (3) by sup-
porting one of the tabletop sections (3’), and
at least one operating unit (5, 5’), wherein
one of the tabletop sections (3, 3’, 3") is a movable
tabletop section configured to perform a motion with
respect to at least one of an adjacent tabletop section
(3’) and the column (4) in a power-driven manner,
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and
the operating unit (5, 5’) is fixed to the movable tab-
letop section (3, 3’, 3") for actuating the motion.

2. Surgical table (1) of claim 1, wherein
the operating unit (5, 5’) is configured to have a di-
rection of actuation, and
the direction of actuation corresponds to a direction
of motion of the movable tabletop section (3, 3’, 3").

3. Surgical table (1) of claim 2, wherein
the movable tabletop section (3, 3’, 3") has a lying
surface, wherein
the operating unit (5) is configured to be actuated
from a lying surface side, and a further operating unit
(5’) is configured to be actuated from a side opposite
to the lying surface side.

4. Surgical table (1) of claim 3, wherein
the movable tabletop section (3, 3’, 3") is provided
with a compressible upholstery on the lying surface
side, and
the operating unit (5) is arranged below the lying sur-
face provided by the upholstery.

5. Surgical table (1) of any preceding claim, wherein
the motion of the movable tabletop section (3, 3")
comprises tilting with respect to the adjacent table
top section (3’).

6. Surgical table (1) of any preceding claim, wherein
the tabletop (2) has a longitudinal axis (6), and
the motion of the movable tabletop section (3’) sup-
ported by the column (4) comprises tilting around an
axis parallel to the longitudinal axis (6).

7. Surgical table (1) of any preceding claim, wherein
the tabletop (2) has a longitudinal axis (6), and
the motion of the movable tabletop section (3’) sup-
ported by the column (4) comprises tilting around an
axis parallel to an axis perpendicular to the longitu-
dinal axis (6).

8. Surgical table (1) of any preceding claim, wherein
the tabletop (2) has a longitudinal axis (6), and
the motion of the movable tabletop section (3’) sup-
ported by the column (4) comprises shifting along
the longitudinal axis (6) or shifting in a direction per-
pendicular to the longitudinal axis (6).

9. Surgical table (1) of any preceding claim, wherein
the motion of the tabletop section (3’) supported by
the column (4) comprises a height adjustment of the
tabletop (2).

10. Surgical table (1) of any preceding claim, wherein
the operating unit (5, 5’) comprises a force sensitive
sensor (7) configured to actuate a drive (8) of the

movable tabletop section (3, 3’, 3") such that a speed
of motion depends on a force exerted to the sensor.

11. Surgical table (1) of claim 10, wherein
at least one of the operating units comprises a sensor
touch pad as the force sensitive sensor (7).

12. Surgical table (1) of any preceding claim, wherein
at least two operating units (5, 5’) comprise color-
coding having different colors.

13. Surgical table (1) of an preceding claim, wherein
the surgical table (1) is provided with an activation
unit (10) which is configured to activate the operating
units (5, 5’), and the surgical table (1) is configured
to deactivate the operating units (5, 5’) after a certain
time.

14. Method for moving a movable tabletop section (3,
3’, 3") of a surgical table (1) of any preceding claim
comprising the step:

- actuating a drive (8) for the motion of the mov-
able tabletop section (3, 3’, 3") with respect to
the at least one of the adjacent tabletop section
(3’) and the column (4) by activating the operat-
ing unit (5, 5’) fixed to the movable tabletop sec-
tion (3, 3’, 3").

15. Method of claim 14, wherein
the operating unit (5, 5’) is actuated by a specific
exerted force to activate the drive (8) at a speed ac-
cording to the exerted force.
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