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(54) VIBRATION DEVICE

(57) Provided is a vibration device capable of reliably
removing water droplets and the like that are inside the
field of view of an imaging device and attached to the
surface of a light-transmitting body disposed on the sub-
ject side of an imaging element.

A vibration device 1 includes: a light-transmitting
body 2 that is arranged on a subject side of an imaging
element 9; a cylindrical body 3 that has a first end portion
3a, a second end portion 3b on the opposite side from
the first end portion 3a, and an outer surface 3d and an
inner surface 3e that connect the first end portion 3a and
the second end portion 3b to each other, the cylindrical
body 3 being connected to the light-transmitting body 2
so as to hold the light-transmitting body 2 on the first end
portion 3a side thereof; and a piezoelectric element 4
arranged along a circumferential direction of the cylindri-
cal body 3 so as to torsionally vibrate the cylindrical body
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a vibration de-
vice capable of removing water droplets and the like
through mechanical vibration.

Background Art

[0002] Heretofore, there has been a demand for the
field of view to be always clear in imaging devices such
as cameras used as surveillance devices. In particular,
various mechanisms for removing water droplets such
as raindrops have been proposed for cameras used out-
doors such as in automotive applications. Below-listed
Patent Document 1 discloses a camera having a water-
droplet-removing function that includes an imaging unit
and a vibration unit that vibrates the imaging unit. The
imaging unit includes a lens and an imaging element that
photoelectrically converts light transmitted through the
lens. The vibration unit vibrates the imaging unit in a di-
rection in which the optical axis of the lens swings and
in a direction parallel to the optical axis in order to remove
water droplets attached to the lens.

Citation List

Patent Document

[0003] Patent Document 1: Japanese Unexamined
Patent Application Publication No. 2013-080177

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0004] In the camera having the water-droplet-remov-
ing function as described in Patent Document 1, there
are cases where water droplets that are inside the field
of view of the camera and attached to the lens cannot be
reliably removed.
[0005] An object of the present invention is to provide
a vibration device capable of reliably removing water
droplets and the like that are inside the field of view of
an imaging device and attached to the surface of a light-
transmitting body arranged on the subject side of an im-
aging element. Solution to Problem
[0006] A vibration device according to the present in-
vention includes: a light-transmitting body that is ar-
ranged on a subject side of an imaging element; a cylin-
drical body that has a first end portion, a second end
portion on an opposite side from the first end portion, and
an outer surface and an inner surface that connect the
first end portion and the second end portion to each other,
the cylindrical body being connected to the light-trans-
mitting body so as to hold the light-transmitting body on
the first end portion side thereof; and a piezoelectric el-

ement that is arranged along a circumferential direction
of the cylindrical body so as to torsionally vibrate the cy-
lindrical body.
[0007] In a certain specific aspect of the vibration de-
vice according to the present invention, at least one out
of the outer surface and the inner surface has a step
portion in a part thereof disposed between a part where
the piezoelectric element is arranged and the first end
portion in a direction that connects the first end portion
and the second end portion of the cylindrical body to each
other, and when a distance between the outer surface
and the inner surface is regarded as a thickness of the
cylindrical body, the thickness decreases via the step
portion from a side close to the piezoelectric element
toward a side close to the first end portion. In this case,
the displacement of the light-transmitting body realized
by the torsional vibration of the cylindrical body can be
further increased. Therefore, water droplets and the like
attached to the surface of the light-transmitting body in-
side the field of view of the imaging device can be more
reliably removed.
[0008] In another specific aspect of the vibration device
according to the present invention, the outer surface of
the cylindrical body has the step portion, and a part of
the outer surface that is continuous with the step portion
and extends toward the first end portion is more inwardly
located than a part of the outer surface that is continuous
with the step portion and extends toward the piezoelectric
element. In this case, the vibration device can be reduced
in size.
[0009] In yet another specific aspect of the vibration
device according to the present invention, at least one
out of the outer surface and the inner surface has an
inclined portion that extends so as to be inclined with
respect to the direction that connects the first end portion
and the second end portion of the cylindrical body to each
other in a part of the cylindrical body located between
the part where the piezoelectric element is arranged and
the first end portion in the direction that connects the first
end portion and the second end portion of the cylindrical
body to each other, and when a distance between the
outer surface and the inner surface is regarded as a thick-
ness of the cylindrical body, the inclined portion is pro-
vided so that the thickness decreases from a side close
to the piezoelectric element toward a side close to the
first end portion. In this case, water droplets and the like
attached to the surface of the light-transmitting body in-
side the field of view of the imaging device can be more
reliably removed.
[0010] In yet another specific aspect of the vibration
device according to the present invention, the outer sur-
face of the cylindrical body has the inclined portion, and
the inclined portion extends from the side close to the
piezoelectric element toward the side close to the first
end portion and toward an interior of the cylindrical body.
In this case, the vibration device can be reduced in size.
[0011] In yet another specific aspect of the vibration
device according to the present invention, the piezoelec-
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tric element is arranged between the first end portion and
the second end portion of the cylindrical body.
[0012] In another specific aspect of the vibration device
according to the present invention, the piezoelectric el-
ement is arranged at a position of a node of a torsional
vibration of the cylindrical body. In this case, the piezo-
electric element is not liable to deform and is not liable
to be damaged.
[0013] In yet another specific aspect of the vibration
device according to the present invention, a plurality of
the piezoelectric elements are provided, the plurality of
piezoelectric elements are arranged in an annular shape
along a circumferential direction of the cylindrical body
so as to be spaced apart from each other, the plurality
of piezoelectric elements each include a piezoelectric
body, and the plurality of piezoelectric bodies are polar-
ized so as to follow the circumferential direction of the
cylindrical body.
[0014] In yet another specific aspect of the vibration
device according to the present invention, the piezoelec-
tric element includes a ring-shaped piezoelectric body,
the ring-shaped piezoelectric body has a first main sur-
face that is located on a side close to the first end portion
of the cylindrical body and a second main surface that is
located on a side close to the second end portion of the
cylindrical body, the ring-shaped piezoelectric body is
divided into a plurality of regions along the circumferential
direction of the cylindrical body and the ring-shaped pi-
ezoelectric body is polarized so as to follow the circum-
ferential direction of the cylindrical body in the plurality
of regions, and excitation electrodes are provided on the
first main surface and the second main surface so as to
cover the plurality of regions.
[0015] In yet another specific aspect of the vibration
device according to the present invention, the ring-
shaped piezoelectric body is divided into at least six re-
gions.
[0016] In yet another specific aspect of the vibration
device according to the present invention, the vibration
device further includes a piezoelectric vibrator that is a
piezoelectric element other than the piezoelectric ele-
ment, and the piezoelectric vibrator has a vibration mode
that is one out of a vibration mode in which the piezoe-
lectric vibrator vibrates the cylindrical body in a direction
that connects the inner surface and the outer surface to
each other and a vibration mode in which the piezoelec-
tric vibrator vibrates the cylindrical body in a direction that
connects the first end portion and the second end portion
to each other. In this case, water droplets and the like
attached to the surface of the light-transmitting body in-
side the field of view of the imaging device can be more
reliably removed.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0017] According to the present invention, there can
be provided a vibration device capable of reliably remov-
ing water droplets and the like that are inside the field of

view of an imaging device and attached to the surface of
a light-transmitting body disposed on the subject side of
an imaging element.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0018]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a vibration
device according to a first embodiment of the present
invention.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a front sectional view of the vibration
device according to the first embodiment of the
present invention.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a front sectional view of an imaging
device that includes the vibration device of the first
embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a plan sectional view of the vibration
device illustrating the arrangement of piezoelectric
elements in the first embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a front sectional view of a vibration
device according to a first modification of the first
embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a front sectional view of a vibration
device according to a second modification of the first
embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a front sectional view of a vibration
device according to a third modification of the first
embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a front sectional view of a vibration
device according to a fourth modification of the first
embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 is a plan view of piezoelectric elements
in a second embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 10] Figs. 10(a) to 10(c) are perspective views
for describing a method of manufacturing a ring-
shaped piezoelectric body in the second embodi-
ment of the present invention.
[Fig. 11] Fig. 11 is a schematic front sectional view
for describing the method of manufacturing the ring-
shaped piezoelectric body in the second embodi-
ment of the present invention.
[Fig. 12] Fig. 12 is a front sectional view of a vibration
device according to a third embodiment of the
present invention.
[Fig. 13] Figs. 13(a) to 13(d) are schematic diagrams
for describing vibration modes generated during
propagation.

Description of Embodiments

[0019] Hereafter, the present invention will be made
clearer by describing specific embodiments of the
present invention while referring to the drawings.
[0020] The embodiments described in the present
specification are illustrative examples and it should be
noted that parts of the configurations illustrated in differ-
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ent embodiments can be substituted for one another or
combined with one another.
[0021] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a vibration device
according to a first embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a front sectional view of the vibration device
according to the first embodiment. Fig. 3 is a front sec-
tional view of an imaging device that includes the vibra-
tion device of the first embodiment.
[0022] As illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, a vibration device
1 includes a light-transmitting body 2. As illustrated in
Fig. 3, in an imaging device 10, the light-transmitting body
2 is arranged on a subject side of an imaging element 9,
that is, in front of the imaging element 9. Possible exam-
ples of the imaging element 9 include a CMOS, a CCD,
a bolometer, a thermopile, and the like that receive light
of any wavelength from the visible region to the far infra-
red region. Possible examples of the imaging device 10
include a camera, radar and LIDAR devices, and so on.
[0023] The light-transmitting body 2 is composed of a
light-transmitting material. A light-transmitting plastic,
glass, or a light-transmitting ceramic can be used as the
light-transmitting material. In this embodiment, the light-
transmitting body 2 has a disk shape. In addition, the
shape of the light-transmitting body 2 is not limited to this
example, and for example may instead have a dome
shape.
[0024] A cylindrical body 3 is connected to the light-
transmitting body 2. The cylindrical body 3 includes a first
end portion 3a, a second end portion 3b that is on the
opposite side from the first end portion 3a, and an outer
surface 3d and an inner surface 3e that connect the first
end portion 3a and the second end portion 3b to each
other. In this embodiment, the inner surface 3e is shaped
so as to face the side surface of the cylinder, and the
direction connecting the inner surface 3e and the outer
surface 3d to each other is the radial direction of the cy-
lindrical body 3. The direction connecting the first end
portion 3a and the second end portion 3b to each other
is the axial direction of the cylindrical body 3.
[0025] A plurality of piezoelectric elements 4 are pro-
vided between the first end portion 3a and the second
end portion 3b of the cylindrical body 3. More specifically,
the cylindrical body 3 includes a first cylindrical body part
3X that includes the first end portion 3a and a second
cylindrical body part 3Y that includes the second end
portion 3b, and the plurality of piezoelectric elements 4
are provided between the first cylindrical body part 3X
and the second cylindrical body part 3Y. The cylindrical
body 3 is a cylindrical body formed by integrating the first
cylindrical body part 3X and the second cylindrical body
part 3Y with each other with the piezoelectric elements
4 interposed therebetween. In addition, the cylindrical
body 3 may instead be composed of one cylindrical body.
In this case, for example, grooves may be provided in
the cylindrical body 3 and the piezoelectric elements 4
may be arranged in the grooves. Alternatively, the pie-
zoelectric elements 4 may be provided at a step portion
or the like provided in the cylindrical body 3.

[0026] The first end portion 3a is connected to the light-
transmitting body 2. More specifically, the cylindrical
body 3 has a support portion 3A that includes the first
end portion 3a. The support portion 3A of the cylindrical
body 3 is fixed to a peripheral portion of the surface of
the light-transmitting body 2 on the cylindrical body 3 side
so that an opening of the cylindrical body 3 on the first
end portion 3a side is closed by the light-transmitting
body 2. In addition, the support portion 3A may instead
be fixed to a part of the surface of the light-transmitting
body 2 on the cylindrical body 3 side that is further toward
the inside than the peripheral portion.
[0027] The cylindrical body 3 is composed of stainless
steel in this embodiment. However, another metal mate-
rial may be used instead of stainless steel. Preferably, a
metal that is an elastic material having high rigidity such
as stainless steel is desirable. Alternatively, the cylindri-
cal body 3 may be composed of a composite body in-
cluding a resin and a material having a higher rigidity
than the resin, or may be composed of glass.
[0028] A hinge portion 3c, which extends outward in
the radial direction of the cylindrical body 3, is provided
on the outer surface 3d of the cylindrical body 3. The
hinge portion 3c is used to support the vibration device
1 from the outside. The plurality of piezoelectric elements
4 are provided close to the hinge portion 3c in the axial
direction of the cylindrical body 3. The positional relation-
ship between the hinge portion 3c and the piezoelectric
elements 4 is not limited to this example.
[0029] Fig. 4 is a plan sectional view of the vibration
device illustrating the arrangement of the piezoelectric
elements in the first embodiment.
[0030] The plurality of piezoelectric elements 4 are ar-
ranged in an annular shape along a circumferential di-
rection of the cylindrical body 3. The plurality of piezoe-
lectric elements 4 are arranged so as to be spaced apart
from each other. The plurality of piezoelectric elements
4 each include a piezoelectric body 5. The shape of the
piezoelectric body 5 is not particularly limited, and is a
rectangular parallelepiped shape in this embodiment. Ar-
rows P in Fig. 4 indicate the polarization directions of the
piezoelectric bodies 5. The piezoelectric bodies 5 are
polarized along the circumferential direction. More spe-
cifically, the plurality of piezoelectric bodies 5 are polar-
ized so as to follow the circumferential direction.
[0031] Here, each piezoelectric body 5 has a first main
surface and a second main surface that are located on
the first end portion side and the second end portion side
of the cylindrical body 3 and face each other. Excitation
electrodes are provided on the first main surface and the
second main surface. An alternating-current voltage is
applied to the excitation electrodes. The piezoelectric el-
ements 4 of this embodiment are shear mode piezoelec-
tric elements that undergo sliding deformation in re-
sponse to application of a voltage. When an alternating-
current voltage is applied to the plurality of piezoelectric
elements 4 arranged along the circumferential direction
of the cylindrical body 3, the cylindrical body 3 torsionally
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vibrates as indicated by arrows R in Fig. 1.
[0032] Returning to Fig. 3, in this embodiment, the plu-
rality of piezoelectric elements 4 are arranged at the po-
sition of a node of the torsional vibration of the cylindrical
body 3.
[0033] The outer surface 3d of the cylindrical body 3
has a first step portion 3f and a second step portion 3g.
The first step portion 3f and the second step portion 3g
extend in the radial direction of the cylindrical body 3 and
extend along the circumferential direction of the cylindri-
cal body 3. The first step portion 3f and the second step
portion 3g are located between a part where the piezo-
electric elements 4 are arranged and the first end portion
3a in the axial direction of the cylindrical body 3. The first
step portion 3f is located closer to the piezoelectric ele-
ments 4 than the second step portion 3g.
[0034] Here, the distance between the outer surface
3d and the inner surface 3e is taken to be the thickness
of the cylindrical body 3. The thickness of the cylindrical
body 3 changes via the first step portion 3f and the second
step portion 3g. More specifically, the thickness decreas-
es from the side close to the piezoelectric elements 4
toward the first end portion 3a via the first step portion
3f. Similarly, the thickness decreases from the side close
to the first step portion 3f toward the first end portion 3a
via the second step portion 3g. Thus, the thickness of
the cylindrical body 3 decreases in two steps between
the piezoelectric elements 4 and the first end portion 3a.
The number of places where a step portion is provided
in the cylindrical body 3 is not particularly limited. Alter-
natively, step portions do not have to be provided in the
cylindrical body 3.
[0035] In this embodiment, the thickness of the support
portion 3A of the cylindrical body 3 is larger than the thick-
ness of the part of the cylindrical body 3 located between
the support portion 3A and the second step portion 3g.
As a result, the light-transmitting body 2 can be suitably
fixed to the cylindrical body 3. However, the thickness of
the support portion 3A may instead be the same as the
thickness of the part of the cylindrical body 3 located be-
tween the second step portion 3g and the support portion
3A.
[0036] In this embodiment, the part of the outer surface
3d that is continuous with the first step portion 3f and
extends toward the first end portion 3a is located closer
to the inside than the part of the outer surface 3d that is
continuous with the first step portion 3f and extends to-
ward the piezoelectric elements 4. Similarly, the part of
the outer surface 3d that is continuous with the second
step portion 3g and extends toward the first end portion
3a is located closer to the inside than the part of the outer
surface 3d that is continuous with the second step portion
3g and extends toward the piezoelectric elements 4. In
this way, the vibration device 1 can be reduced in size.
[0037] A feature of this embodiment is that the vibration
device 1 includes a plurality of piezoelectric elements 4
that are arranged along the circumferential direction of
the cylindrical body 3 so as to torsionally vibrate the cy-

lindrical body 3. The light-transmitting body 2, which is
bonded to the cylindrical body 3, rotates as a result of
the cylindrical body 3 torsionally vibrating. At this time, a
centrifugal force acts on water droplets and foreign mat-
ter attached to the surface of the light-transmitting body
2. In this way, a force acting toward the space outside
the field of view of the imaging device 10 is reliably applied
to the water droplets and foreign matter. Therefore, water
droplets and foreign matter inside the field of view of the
imaging device 10 can be reliably removed.
[0038] In addition, in this embodiment, the thickness
of the cylindrical body 3 becomes smaller toward first end
portion 3a as a result of the cylindrical body 3 having the
first step portion 3f and the second step portion 3g. Con-
sequently, torsional vibration displacement of the first
end portion 3a can be made even larger and displace-
ment of the light-transmitting body 2 in the circumferential
direction can be made even larger. Therefore, the cen-
trifugal force acting on water droplets and foreign matter
attached to the surface of the light-transmitting body 2
can be made even larger and the water droplets and for-
eign matter inside the field of view of the imaging device
10 can be removed even more reliably.
[0039] As described above, the number of places
where a step portion is provided in the cylindrical body 3
is not particularly limited, and for example, a step portion
may be provided in one place.
[0040] Fig. 5 is a front sectional view of a vibration de-
vice according to a first modification of the first embodi-
ment.
[0041] In this modification, one step portion 103f is pro-
vided on an outer surface 103d of a cylindrical body 103.
The thickness of the part of the cylindrical body 103 that
is closer to a first end portion 103a than the step portion
103f is the same as the thickness of the part of the cy-
lindrical body 3 of the first embodiment illustrated in Fig.
3 located between the first step portion 3f and the second
step portion 3g.
[0042] Fig. 6 is a front sectional view of a vibration de-
vice according to a second modification of the first em-
bodiment.
[0043] In this modification, a step portion 113f is pro-
vided on an inner surface 113e of a cylindrical body 113.
In modification, the piezoelectric elements 4 are provided
closer to a second end portion 113b than in the first em-
bodiment and the first modification.
[0044] Displacements of the torsional vibrations of the
vibration devices of the first embodiment, the first modi-
fication, and the second modification were evaluated.
The dimension of the cylindrical body along the axial di-
rection was taken to be the height of the cylindrical body.
A value obtained by dividing the displacement of the light-
transmitting body in the circumferential direction by the
displacement of the second end portion of the cylindrical
body in the circumferential direction was taken to be an
amplification ratio.
[0045] The specifications of the cylindrical body of first
embodiment were as follows.
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Total height: 15.6 mm
Height from second end portion to piezoelectric el-
ements: 7.0 mm
Outer diameter of part between piezoelectric ele-
ments and first step portion: 22.0 mm
Thickness of part between piezoelectric elements
and first step portion: 3.0 mm
Thickness of part between first step portion and sec-
ond step portion: 2.0 mm
Thickness of part between second step portion and
support portion: 1.0 mm

[0046] The specifications of the cylindrical body of the
first modification were as follows.

Total height: 15.6 mm
Height from second end portion to piezoelectric el-
ements: 7.0 mm
Outer diameter of part between piezoelectric ele-
ments and step portion: 22.0 mm
Thickness of part between piezoelectric elements
and step portion: 3.0 mm
Thickness of part between step portion and first end
portion: 1.0 mm

[0047] The specifications of the cylindrical body of the
second modification were as follows.

Total height: 17.6 mm
Height from second end portion to piezoelectric el-
ements: 4.0 mm
Outer diameter of part between piezoelectric ele-
ments and step portion: 22.0 mm
Thickness of part between piezoelectric elements
and step portion: 3.0 mm
Thickness of part between step portion and first end
portion: 1.0 mm

[0048] In the first embodiment, the amplification ratio
was 1486 nm/282 nm. In the first modification, the am-
plification ratio was 960 nm/288 nm. In the second mod-
ification, the amplification ratio was 902 nm/460 nm.
Thus, it can be seen that the displacement of the light-
transmitting body caused by torsional vibration of the cy-
lindrical body is increased in the first embodiment, the
first modification, and the second modification. Since the
piezoelectric elements are arranged closer to the first
end portion in the first embodiment and the first modifi-
cation than in the second modification, the amplification
ratio can be effectively increased in the first embodiment
and the first modification. In addition, since the thickness
of the cylindrical body decreases toward the first end por-
tion in the first embodiment, the amplification ratio can
be further increased.
[0049] In the first embodiment illustrated in Fig. 3, the
thickness of the cylindrical body 3 decreases via the first
step portion 3f and the second step portion 3g, and as a
result the part of the cylindrical body 3 having a small

thickness has a small dimension along the axial direction.
Therefore, in the first embodiment, a decrease in strength
is less likely to occur and the amplification ratio can be
further increased.
[0050] Fig. 7 is a front sectional view of a vibration de-
vice according to a third modification of the first embod-
iment.
[0051] In this modification, a cylindrical body 123 is
formed as an integrated body and the plurality of piezo-
electric elements 4 are arranged on a second end portion
123b. Thus, the position at which the plurality of piezoe-
lectric elements 4 are arranged in the axial direction of
the cylindrical body 123 is not particularly limited.
[0052] However, it is preferable that the plurality of pi-
ezoelectric elements 4 be arranged at the position of a
node of the torsional vibration of the cylindrical body 3
as in the first embodiment illustrated in Fig. 3. As a result,
the piezoelectric elements 4 are not liable to deform and
are not liable to be damaged. In addition, in the first em-
bodiment, the hinge portion 3c is disposed close to the
piezoelectric elements 4 and is provided close to the po-
sition of a node, and therefore the torsional vibration is
not likely to be attenuated even when the vibration device
1 is supported from the outside.
[0053] Fig. 8 is a front sectional view of a vibration de-
vice according to a fourth modification of the first embod-
iment.
[0054] In this modification, an outer surface 133d of a
cylindrical body 133 includes a first inclined portion 133f
and a second inclined portion 133g that extend so as to
be inclined with respect to the axial direction of the cy-
lindrical body 133. The first inclined portion 133f is pro-
vided so that the thickness thereof decreases from the
side close to the piezoelectric elements 4 toward the side
close to a first end portion 133a. The first inclined portion
133f extends from the side close to the piezoelectric el-
ements 4 toward the side close to the first end portion
133a and extends toward the inside of the cylindrical body
133. In addition, the first inclined portion 133f extends
along the circumferential direction of the cylindrical body
133. The second inclined portion 133g is similarly con-
figured. Thus, similarly to the first embodiment, displace-
ment of the light-transmitting body 2 in the circumferential
direction can be further increased and size reduction can
be realized.
[0055] The number of places where an inclined portion
is provided in the cylindrical body 133 is not particularly
limited. An inclined portion may be provided on an inner
surface 133e.
[0056] Fig. 9 is a plan view illustrating piezoelectric el-
ements in a second embodiment.
[0057] This embodiment differs from the first embodi-
ment in that a piezoelectric element 24 includes a ring-
shaped piezoelectric body 25. The rest of the configura-
tion of the vibration device of this embodiment is the same
as that of the vibration device 1 of the first embodiment.
[0058] The ring-shaped piezoelectric body 25 has a
first main surface 25a and a second main surface 25b,
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which face each other. The first main surface 25a is po-
sitioned on a side close to the first end portion of the
cylindrical body and the second main surface 25b is po-
sitioned on a side close to the second end portion of the
cylindrical body. The ring-shaped piezoelectric body 25
is divided into a plurality of regions along the circumfer-
ential direction of the cylindrical body. Single dot chain
lines in Fig. 9 represent the boundaries between the plu-
rality of regions. In this embodiment, the ring-shaped pi-
ezoelectric body 25 is divided into six regions. The ring-
shaped piezoelectric body 25 is polarized so as to follow
the circumferential direction of the cylindrical body in the
plurality of regions. Excitation electrodes 26 are provided
on the first main surface 25a and the second main surface
25b so as to cover the plurality of regions.
[0059] In this embodiment as well, the cylindrical body
torsionally vibrates as a result of an alternating-current
voltage being applied to the excitation electrodes 26 of
the piezoelectric element 24. Therefore, similarly to the
first embodiment, water droplets and foreign matter at-
tached to the surface of the light-transmitting body inside
the field of view of the imaging device can be more reliably
removed.
[0060] Figs. 10(a) to 10(c) are perspective views for
describing a method of manufacturing the ring-shaped
piezoelectric body in the second embodiment. Fig. 11 is
a schematic front sectional view for describing a method
of manufacturing the ring-shaped piezoelectric body in
the second embodiment. In addition, the symbols in Figs.
10(a) to 10(c) and Fig. 11 indicate the signs of electric
fields applied by polarization electrodes, which are de-
scribed later.
[0061] As illustrated in Fig. 10(a), a ring-shaped pie-
zoelectric body 27 having a first main surface 27a and a
second main surface 27b that face each other is pre-
pared. Next, a plurality of polarization electrodes 28 are
uniformly provided along the circumferential direction of
the ring-shaped piezoelectric body 27 on the first main
surface 27a of the ring-shaped piezoelectric body 27.
Similarly, a plurality of polarization electrodes 28 are pro-
vided on the second main surface 27b so as to face the
polarization electrodes 28 on the first main surface 27a.
Thus, the ring-shaped piezoelectric body 27 is divided
into a plurality of regions.
[0062] Next, a poling treatment is simultaneously per-
formed using the polarization electrodes 28 on a pair of
regions of the ring-shaped piezoelectric body 27 that are
maximally separated from each other. As illustrated in
Fig. 11, polarization electrodes 28 that face each other
in the thickness direction of the ring-shaped piezoelectric
body 27 have the same sign and an electric field is applied
in the circumferential direction of the regions.
[0063] Next, as illustrated in Fig. 10(b), a poling treat-
ment is performed on another pair of maximally separat-
ed regions that are different from the regions polarized
in the step illustrated in Fig. 10(a). Next, as illustrated in
Fig. 10(c), a poling treatment is performed on another
pair of maximally separated regions that are different

from the regions polarized in the steps illustrated in Figs.
10(a) and 10(b). In this way, the ring-shaped piezoelectric
body 25 illustrated in Fig. 9 can be obtained.
[0064] When manufacturing the ring-shaped piezoe-
lectric body 25, it is preferable that the poling treatment
be simultaneously performed on a pair of regions. Con-
sequently, the total number of times the poling treatment
has to be performed can be reduced and productivity can
be increased.
[0065] It is further preferable to simultaneously perform
the poling treatment on a pair of regions that are maxi-
mally separated from each other. In the case where the
regions on which the poling treatment is simultaneously
performed are close to each other, there is a risk of a
region interposed between the regions on which the pol-
ing treatment is being simultaneously performed being
polarized in the opposite direction. By simultaneously
performing the poling treatment on a pair of regions that
are maximally separated from each other, the situation
in which a region interposed between that pair of regions
becomes polarized in the opposite direction can be sup-
pressed.
[0066] The ring-shaped piezoelectric body 27 illustrat-
ed in Figs. 10(a) to 10(c) is preferably divided into at least
six regions. Therefore, the distance between the regions
on which the poling treatment is to be simultaneously
performed can be effectively increased. Therefore, the
situation in which a region interposed between the re-
gions on which the poling treatment is being simultane-
ously performed becomes polarized in the opposite di-
rection can be more reliably suppressed.
[0067] Fig. 12 is a front sectional view of a vibration
device according to a third embodiment.
[0068] This embodiment differs from the first embodi-
ment in that this embodiment includes a piezoelectric vi-
brator 34, which is a piezoelectric element other than the
piezoelectric elements 4. The rest of the configuration of
the vibration device of the third embodiment is the same
as that of the vibration device 1 of the first embodiment.
[0069] The piezoelectric vibrator 34 includes a ring-
shaped piezoelectric body 35. The ring-shaped piezoe-
lectric body 35 is polarized parallel to the axial direction
of the cylindrical body 3. The ring-shaped piezoelectric
body 35 has a first main surface that is located on the
first end portion 3a side of the cylindrical body 3 and a
second main surface that is located on the second end
portion 3b side of the cylindrical body 3. Although not
illustrated, excitation electrodes are provided on the first
main surface and the second main surface.
[0070] A respiratory vibration, which is a vibration
mode in which the cylindrical body 3 is vibrated in the
radial direction, is excited by applying an alternating-cur-
rent voltage to the excitation electrodes of the piezoelec-
tric vibration body 34. The light-transmitting body 2 un-
dergoes bending vibration in response to the cylindrical
body 3 undergoing respiratory vibration. Thus, the vibra-
tion mode is transformed. The piezoelectric vibrator 34
may instead be a piezoelectric vibrator in which a vertical
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vibration, which is a vibration mode in which the cylindri-
cal body 3 is vibrated in the axial direction, is excited by
applying an alternating-current voltage to the excitation
electrodes. The light-transmitting body 2 also undergoes
bending vibration in the case where the cylindrical body
3 undergoing vertical vibration.
[0071] In the case where the disk-shaped light-trans-
mitting body 2 vibrates as described above, this vibration
mode can be expressed as an (m, n) mode. Here, m and
n are integers. m is the number of vibration nodes that
are present in the radial direction of the disk and n is the
number of nodes that are present in the circumferential
direction of the disk. Fig. 13(a) illustrates a (0, 0) mode
vibration, Fig. 13(b) illustrates a (1, 0) mode, Fig. 13(c)
illustrates a (0, 1) mode, and Fig. 13(d) illustrates a (0,
2) mode.
[0072] In Figs. 13(a) to 13(d), points B1, B2, B3, B4,
and B5 to B8 shaded with hatching indicate the points of
maximum displacement. In addition, in Figs. 13(b) to
13(d), regions shaded with diagonal hatching and the
white parts indicate parts that fluctuate with opposite
phases. Therefore, in Fig. 13(b), a circle C1 is a vibration
node, the circle C1 is a singular node that exists in the
radial direction and there are no nodes in the circumfer-
ential direction. Therefore, the vibration mode in Fig.
13(b) can be expressed as a (1, 0) mode.
[0073] In the case where water droplets are attached
to the surface of the light-transmitting body 2 on the side
close to the subject, the light-transmitting body 2 is vi-
brated in a (0, 0) mode or a (1, 0) mode. As a result, a
large displacement is generated in the vicinity of a point
of maximum displacement and the attached water drop-
lets can be atomized.
[0074] As illustrated in Fig. 12, this embodiment in-
cludes the piezoelectric elements 4 and the piezoelectric
vibrator 34. Water droplets and foreign matter inside the
field of view of the imaging device can be more reliably
removed by switching between the torsional vibration
generated by the piezoelectric elements 4 and the vibra-
tion mode generated by the piezoelectric vibrator 34.
[0075] More specifically, water droplets and foreign
matter are moved to the outside of the light-transmitting
body 2 by the torsional vibration generated by the piezo-
electric elements 4 and the moved water droplets and
foreign matter are then removed through the vibration
mode generated by the piezoelectric vibrator 34.
[0076] In this embodiment, the water droplets and for-
eign matter moved to the outside of the light-transmitting
body 2 can be more reliably removed. Therefore, this
embodiment is particularly suitable for imaging device
having a wide field of view.

Reference Signs List

[0077]

1 vibration device
2 light-transmitting body

3 cylindrical body
3A support portion
3a, 3b first and second end portions
3c hinge portion
3d outer surface
3e inner surface
3f, 3g first and second step portions
3X, 3Y first and second cylindrical body parts
4 piezoelectric element
5 piezoelectric body
9 imaging element
10 imaging device
24 piezoelectric element
25 ring-shaped piezoelectric body
25a, 25b first and second main surfaces
26 excitation electrode
27 ring-shaped piezoelectric body
27a, 27b first and second main surfaces
28 polarization electrode
34 piezoelectric vibrator
35 ring-shaped piezoelectric body
103 cylindrical body
103a first end portion
103d outer surface
103f step portion
113 cylindrical body
113b second end portion
113e inner surface
113f step portion
123 cylindrical body
123b second end portion
133 cylindrical body
133a first end portion
133d outer surface
133e inner surface
133f, 133g first and second inclined portions

Claims

1. A vibration device comprising:

a light-transmitting body that is arranged on a
subject side of an imaging element;
a cylindrical body that has a first end portion, a
second end portion on an opposite side from the
first end portion, and an outer surface and an
inner surface that connect the first end portion
and the second end portion to each other, the
cylindrical body being connected to the light-
transmitting body so as to hold the light-trans-
mitting body on the first end portion side thereof;
and
a piezoelectric element that is arranged along a
circumferential direction of the cylindrical body
so as to torsionally vibrate the cylindrical body.

2. The vibration device according to Claim 1,
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wherein at least one out of the outer surface and the
inner surface has a step portion in a part of the cy-
lindrical body disposed between a part where the
piezoelectric element is arranged and the first end
portion in a direction that connects the first end por-
tion and the second end portion of the cylindrical
body to each other, and
when a distance between the outer surface and the
inner surface is regarded as a thickness of the cy-
lindrical body, the thickness decreases via the step
portion from a side close to the piezoelectric element
toward a side close to the first end portion.

3. The vibration device according to Claim 1,
wherein the outer surface of the cylindrical body has
the step portion, and
a part of the outer surface that is continuous with the
step portion and extends toward the first end portion
is more inwardly located than a part of the outer sur-
face that is continuous with the step portion and ex-
tends toward the piezoelectric element.

4. The vibration device according to Claim 1,
wherein at least one out of the outer surface and the
inner surface has an inclined portion that extends so
as to be inclined with respect to the direction that
connects the first end portion and the second end
portion of the cylindrical body in a part located be-
tween the part where the piezoelectric element is
arranged and the first end portion in the direction that
connects the first end portion and the second end
portion of the cylindrical body, and
when a distance between the outer surface and the
inner surface is regarded as a thickness of the cy-
lindrical body, the inclined portion is provided so that
the thickness decreases from a side close to the pi-
ezoelectric element toward a side close to the first
end portion.

5. The vibration device according to Claim 4,
wherein the outer surface of the cylindrical body has
the inclined portion, and
the inclined portion extends from the side close to
the piezoelectric element toward the side close to
the first end portion and toward an interior of the cy-
lindrical body.

6. The vibration device according to any one of Claims
1 to 5,
wherein the piezoelectric element is arranged be-
tween the first end portion and the second end por-
tion of the cylindrical body.

7. The vibration device according to any one of Claims
1 to 6,
wherein the piezoelectric element is arranged at a
position of a node of a torsional vibration of the cy-
lindrical body.

8. The vibration device according to any one of Claims
1 to 7,
wherein a plurality of the piezoelectric elements are
provided,
the plurality of piezoelectric elements are arranged
in an annular shape along a circumferential direction
of the cylindrical body so as to be spaced apart from
each other, and
the plurality of piezoelectric elements each include
a piezoelectric body and the plurality of piezoelectric
bodies are polarized so as to follow the circumfer-
ential direction of the cylindrical body.

9. The vibration device according to any one of Claims
1 to 7,
wherein the piezoelectric element includes a ring-
shaped piezoelectric body,
the ring-shaped piezoelectric body has a first main
surface that is located on a side close to the first end
portion of the cylindrical body and a second main
surface that is located on a side close to the second
end portion of the cylindrical body,
the ring-shaped piezoelectric body is divided into a
plurality of regions along the circumferential direction
of the cylindrical body and the ring-shaped piezoe-
lectric body is polarized so as to follow the circum-
ferential direction of the cylindrical body in the plu-
rality of regions, and
excitation electrodes are provided on the first main
surface and the second main surface so as to cover
the plurality of regions.

10. The vibration device according to Claim 9,
wherein the ring-shaped piezoelectric body is divid-
ed into at least six regions.

11. The vibration device according to any one of Claims
1 to 10, further comprising:

a piezoelectric vibrator that is a piezoelectric el-
ement other than the piezoelectric element;
wherein the piezoelectric vibrator has a vibration
mode that is one out of a vibration mode in which
the piezoelectric vibrator vibrates the cylindrical
body in a direction that connects the inner sur-
face and the outer surface to each other and a
vibration mode in which the piezoelectric vibra-
tor vibrates the cylindrical body in a direction that
connects the first end portion and the second
end portion to each other.
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