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(54) Steam turbine rotor cooling at oil deflector

(57) A turbine comprises an oil deflector (30) includ-
ing at least one set of seal rings (31, 32), and a shaft
including an annular step (21). The step (21) includes a
circumferential surface (22) in proximity to the seal rings

(31, 32) of the oil deflector (30) and a side surface (23)
extending radially from a center portion (28) of the shaft
and defining a groove (24) positioned radially under-
neath the circumferential surface (22).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to machines
such as turbines, and more particularly to a turbine hav-
ing a rotor and an oil deflector in which the temperature
of the rotor near the oil deflector is reduced.
[0002] Figs. 1-3 illustrate a section of a known steam
turbine. The steam turbine includes a rotating shaft and
an oil deflector. Bearings of the steam turbine provide
lubrication oil. While the bearing housing confines much
of the lubrication oil, some of the oil leaks and travels
axially along the shaft. The oil deflector confines this oil
through a plurality of seal rings or "teeth" to allow the oil
to be drained.
[0003] Due to the relatively high operating tempera-
tures of the steam turbine, oil in the vicinity of the oil
deflector may carbonize. In particular, oil within the seal
rings is prone to carbonize when subject to high temper-
atures. The degree of oil carbonization increases with
temperature. The carbonized oil is often hard enough to
damage the rotating shaft. For example, the carbonized
oil is often hard enough to cut grooves in the rotating
shaft. While heat shields and the use of lubrication oil
as a coolant help control temperature to some degree,
they have not been completely successful in preventing
oil carbonization at the oil deflector.
[0004] It would therefore be beneficial to reduce the
temperature of the rotor in the vicinity of the oil deflector
to thereby prevent oil carbonization. Damage to the rotor
due to oil carbonization can therefore be minimized.
[0005] According to the present invention, a turbine is
provided which comprises an oil deflector including at
least one set of seal rings and a shaft including an an-
nular step. The step has a circumferential surface in
proximity to the seal rings and a side surface extending
radially from a central portion of the shaft and defining
a groove positioned radially underneath the circumfer-
ential surface. The step may further include another side
surface extending radially from the central portion of the
shaft, the groove extending axially toward the another
side surface. The shaft may comprise an intermediate
pressure rotor shaft. Alternatively, the shaft may further
include a thrust bearing enclosure which extends radi-
ally from the central portion of the shaft, the step pro-
jecting axially away from the thrust bearing enclosure.
The shaft may comprise a high pressure rotor shaft. The
circumferential surface of the step may define an oil slin-
ger pocket.
[0006] In another exemplary embodiment, a rotary
shaft of a turbine comprises an axially extending central
portion and an annular step projecting radially from the
central portion. The step has a circumferential surface
and a radially extending side surface which defines a
groove positioned radially underneath the circumferen-
tial surface. The rotary shaft may be a high pressure ro-
tary shaft or an intermediate pressure rotary shaft. The
step may further include another side surface extending
radially from the central portion of the shaft, the groove

extending axially toward the another side surface. Alter-
natively, the shaft may further comprise a thrust bearing
enclosure extending radially from a central portion of the
shaft, the step projecting axially away from the thrust
bearing enclosure. The circumferential surface of the
step may define an oil slinger pocket.
[0007] In another exemplary embodiment, a turbine
comprises a first oil deflector including at least one set
of seal rings, a second oil deflector including at least one
set of seal rings, and a shaft including a first annular
step and a second annular step. The first annular step
has a circumferential surface in proximity to the seal
rings of the first oil deflector and the second annular step
has a circumferential surface in proximity to the seal
rings of the second oil deflector. At least one of the an-
nular steps may further include a radially extending side
surface which defines a groove positioned radially un-
derneath the circumferential surface of that annular
step. For example, the first annular step may include a
radially extending side surface which defines a groove
positioned radially underneath the circumferential sur-
face of the first annular step and the second annular step
may include a radially extending side surface which de-
fines a groove positioned underneath the circumferen-
tial surface of the second annular step.
[0008] Embodiments of the invention will now be de-
scribed, by way of example, with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a cross-sectional view of a known tur-
bine section;

FIGURE 2 is a detailed cross-sectional view of a
part of the known turbine section illustrated in Fig. 1;

FIGURE 3 is a detailed cross-sectional view of an-
other part of the known turbine section illustrated in
Fig. 1;

FIGURE 4 is a cross-sectional view of a turbine sec-
tion in accordance with an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention;

FIGURE 5 is a more detailed view of a part of the
turbine section illustrated in Fig. 4;

FIGURE 6 is a cross-sectional view illustrating, inter
alia, a more detailed view of a part of the turbine
section illustrated in Fig. 4; and

FIGURE 7 is a cross-sectional view illustrating, inter
alia, a more detailed view of another part of the tur-
bine section illustrated in Fig. 4.

[0009] Figs. 4-7 illustrate a steam turbine in accord-
ance with an exemplary embodiment. The steam turbine
includes, for example, rotatable shaft 10, oil deflector
30, end packings 40, bearings 42 and oil deflector 60.
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[0010] Referring to Fig. 4, shaft 10 includes an inter-
mediate pressure (IP) rotor shaft portion 20 and a high
pressure (HP) rotor shaft portion 50. IP rotor shaft por-
tion 20 includes stages 27 for holding buckets (not
shown for clarity) upon which intermediate pressure
steam is blown to rotate shaft 10. HP rotor shaft portion
50 includes stages 57 for holding another set of buckets
(not shown for clarity) upon which high pressure steam
is blown to rotate shaft 10. IP rotor shaft portion 20 and
HP rotor shaft portion 50 are connected together at joint
43.
[0011] Referring now to Fig. 5, IP rotor shaft portion
20 includes an annular step 21 which projects radially
from center portion 28 of shaft 10. Step 21 includes a
circumferential surface 22 which forms a radially outer-
most edge portion of step 21. Circumferential surface
22 defines an oil slinger pocket 26. Oil slinger pocket 26
forms an annular groove which allows oil to be trapped
and collected for drainage. Step 21 also includes two
side surfaces 23 and 25 extending in the radial direction
away from central portion 28. Surface 23 defines an an-
nular groove 24 which is positioned radially underneath
a portion of circumferential surface 22. Exemplary (but
in no way limiting) dimensions of step 21 are as follows:
w=3.5 inches, h=1.625 inches and g=1.06 inches.
[0012] Referring now to Fig. 6, oil deflector 30 in-
cludes heat shields 33, a set of seal rings 31 and another
set of seal rings 32. Heat shields 33 protect seal rings
31 and 32 from radiated heat transferred from end pack-
ings 40. End packings 40 are designed to prevent steam
from leaking toward other turbine components such as
oil deflector 30.
[0013] Seal rings 31 and 32 each encircle a portion of
step 21 of shaft 10. Each of seal rings 31 and 32 has a
radially innermost edge which is in close proximity to cir-
cumferential surface 22 of step 21. A small working
clearance is defined between the radially innermost
edge of each of seal rings 31 and 32 and circumferential
surface 22 which forms the radially outermost edge of
step 21.
[0014] Seal rings 31 and 32 of oil deflector 30 provide
a seal against oil leakage which travels axially along
shaft 10. Oil may begin leaking, for example, from bear-
ing 42 and travel along shaft 10. An annular chamber
34 is formed between the sets of seal rings 31 and 32
and opposite oil slinger pocket 26 so that the oil can be
collected and drained.
[0015] Step 21 provides a rotor geometry which pre-
vents the overheating of oil in the area of oil deflector
30. In particular, annular groove 24 reduces the amount
of heat-conductive material that would otherwise form
step 21 and thus diminishes the heat transferred to the
area of rotor 10 near seal rings 31 and 32 through the
heat conductive material forming shaft 10. Moreover, air
flowing in groove 24 will cool step 21 and a part of central
portion 28 which is close to groove 24 as shaft 10 rotates
at a high speed. Rotor 10, and hence the oil in the vicinity
of rotor 10 and oil deflector 30, will thus not be overheat-

ed. In particular, the temperature of the oil near oil de-
flector 30 is controlled to be less than 300°F. Oil carbon-
ization near oil deflector 30 can therefore be prevented,
thereby minimizing damage to shaft 10 and oil deflector
30.
[0016] Referring now to Fig. 7, HP rotor shaft portion
50 of shaft 10 includes a thrust bearing enclosure 55
and an annular step 51 which projects axially away from
thrust bearing enclosure 55 (step 51 projects in the axial
direction opposite of thrust bearing enclosure 55). Step
51 also extends radially away from central portion 58 of
rotor shaft portion 50.
[0017] Step 51 includes a circumferential surface 52
which forms a radially outermost edge of step 51. Cir-
cumferential surface 52 defines an oil slinger pocket 56.
Oil slinger pocket 56 forms an annular groove 54 which
allows oil to be trapped and collected for drainage. Step
51 also includes a side surface 53 extending in the radial
direction away from central portion 58. Surface 53 de-
fines an annular groove 54 which is positioned radially
underneath a portion of circumferential surface 52. Ex-
emplary (but in no way limiting) dimensions of step 51
are as follows: h=2.625 inches and g=2.4 inches.
[0018] Oil deflector 60 includes heat shields 63, a set
of seal rings 61 and another set of seal rings 62. Heat
shields 63 protect seal rings 61 and 62 and other turbine
components from radiated heat. Seal Rings 61 and 62
each encircle a portion of step 51. Each of seal rings 61
and 62 has a radially innermost edge which is in close
proximity to circumferential surface 52. A small working
clearance is defined between the radially innermost
edge of each of seal rings 61 and 62 and circumferential
surface 52 which forms the radially outermost edge of
step 51. Seal rings 61 and 62 of oil deflector 60 provide
a seal against oil leakage which travels axially along
shaft 10. An annular chamber 64 formed between the
sets of seal rings 61 and 62 and opposite to oil slinger
pocket 56 collects oil so that it can be drained.
[0019] Step 51 provides a rotor geometry which pre-
vents the overheating of oil in the area of rotor 10 near
oil deflector 60. Oil carbonization in the area of oil de-
flector 60 can thus be prevented. In particular, annular
groove 54 minimizes the amount of heat conductive ma-
terial forming step 51 and thus diminishes the heat
transferred to the area near seal rings 61 and 62 through
the heat conductive material forming HP shaft portion
50. Heat conductive material which is "missing" from
step 51 to form annular groove 54 is thus not available
to conduct heat. Moreover, air flowing in groove 54 will
cool step 51 and the part of central portion 58 which is
close to groove 54, particularly as shaft 10 rotates at a
high speed. Rotor portion 50, and hence the oil in the
vicinity of oil deflector 60, will thus not be overheated.
The temperature of the oil will remain below 300°F, the
temperature needed for oil to carbonize. Oil carboniza-
tion near oil deflector 60 is thus prevented. Damage to
shaft 10 and oil deflector 60 is therefore minimized.
[0020] Although shaft 10 may include both steps 21
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and 51, it may alternatively include only one of steps 21
and 51. That is, shaft 10 may include an IP rotor shaft
portion 20 which includes step 21 and is connected to
a HP rotor shaft portion 50 which does not include step
51. Alternatively, shaft 10 may comprise HP rotor shaft
portion 50 including step 51 and an IP rotor shaft portion
20 which does not include step 21.
[0021] For completeness, various aspects of the in-
vention are set out in the following numbered clauses:

1. A turbine comprising:

an oil deflector (30, 60) including at least one
set of seal rings (31, 32, 61, 62); and
a shaft (10) including an annular step (21, 51),
the step (21, 51) having a circumferential sur-
face (22, 52) in proximity to the seal rings (31,
32, 61, 62) and a side surface (23, 53) extend-
ing radially from a central portion of the shaft
and defining a groove (24, 54) positioned radi-
ally underneath the circumferential surface (22,
52).

2. A turbine according to clause 1, wherein the step
(21) further includes another side surface (25) ex-
tending radially from the central portion (28) of the
shaft (10), the groove (24) extending axially toward
the another side surface (23).

3. A turbine according to clause 2, wherein the shaft
(10) comprises an intermediate pressure rotary
shaft (20).

4. A turbine according to clause 1, wherein the shaft
(10) further includes a thrust bearing enclosure (55)
which extends radially from the central portion (58)
of the shaft (10), the step (51) projecting axially
away from the thrust bearing enclosure (55).

5. A turbine according to clause 4, wherein the shaft
(10) comprises a high pressure rotary shaft (50).

6. A turbine according to clause 1, wherein the cir-
cumferential surface (22, 52) of the step (21, 51)
defines an oil slinger pocket (26, 56).

7. A rotary shaft (10) of a turbine, the rotary shaft
(10) comprising:

an axially extending central portion (28, 58);
and
an annular step projecting radially from the cen-
tral portion (28, 58), the step (21, 51) having a
circumferential surface (22, 52) and a radially
extending side surface (23, 25), the side sur-
face (23, 25) defining a groove (24, 54) posi-
tioned radially underneath the circumferential
surface (22, 52).

8. A rotary shaft (10) according to clause 7, wherein
the step (21, 51) further includes another side sur-
face (23, 25) extending radially from the central por-
tion (28, 58) of the shaft (10), the groove (24, 54)
extending axially toward the another side surface
(23, 25).

9. A rotary shaft (10) according to clause 8, wherein
the shaft (10) comprises an intermediate pressure
rotary shaft (20).

10. A rotary shaft (10) according to clause 7, where-
in the shaft (10) further includes a thrust bearing en-
closure (55) extending radially from the central por-
tion (58) of the shaft (10), the step (51) projecting
axially away from the thrust bearing enclosure (55).

11. A rotary shaft (10) according to clause 10,
wherein the shaft (10) comprises a high pressure
rotary shaft (50).

12. A rotary shaft (10) according to clause 7, where-
in the circumferential surface (22, 52) of the step
(21, 51) defines an oil slinger pocket (26, 56).

13. A turbine comprising:

a first oil deflector (30) including at least one set
of seal rings (31, 32);
a second oil deflector (60) including at least one
set of seal rings (61, 62); and
a shaft (10) including:

a first annular step (21) having a circumfer-
ential surface (22) in proximity to the seal
rings (31, 32) of the first oil deflector (30);
and
a second annular step (51) having a cir-
cumferential surface (52) in proximity to the
seal rings (61, 62) of the second oil deflec-
tor (60).

14. A turbine according to clause 13, wherein the
first annular step (21) includes a radially extending
side surface (23) which defines a groove (24) posi-
tioned radially underneath the circumferential sur-
face (22) of the first annular step (21), and the sec-
ond annular step (51) includes a radially extending
side surface (53) which defines a groove (54) posi-
tioned radially underneath the circumferential sur-
face (52) of the second annular step (51).

15. A turbine according to clause 14, wherein the
first annular step (21) further includes another radi-
ally extending side surface (25), the groove (24) po-
sitioned underneath the circumferential surface
(22) of the first annular step (21) extending axially
toward the another side surface (25).
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16. A turbine according to clause 14, wherein the
shaft (10) further includes a thrust bearing enclo-
sure extending (55) radially from a central portion
(58) of the shaft (10), the second annular step (51)
projecting axially away from the thrust bearing en-
closure (55).

17. A turbine according to clause 15, wherein the
shaft (10) further includes a thrust bearing enclo-
sure (55) extending radially from a central portion
(58) of the shaft (10), the second annular step (51)
projecting axially away from the thrust bearing en-
closure (55).

18. A turbine according to clause 13, wherein at
least one of the first and second annular steps (21,
51) indudes a radially extending side surface (23,
53) which defines a groove (24, 54) positioned ra-
dially underneath the circumferential surface (22,
52) of the at least one first and second annular steps
(21, 51).

Claims

1. A turbine comprising:

an oil deflector (30, 60) including at least one
set of seal rings (31, 32, 61, 62); and
a shaft (10) including an annular step (21, 51),
the step (21, 51) having a circumferential sur-
face (22, 52) in proximity to the seal rings (31,
32, 61, 62) and a side surface (23, 53) extend-
ing radially from a central portion of the shaft
and defining a groove (24, 54) positioned radi-
ally underneath the circumferential surface (22,
52).

2. A turbine according to claim 1, wherein the step (21)
further includes another side surface (25) extending
radially from the central portion (28) of the shaft
(10), the groove (24) extending axially toward the
another side surface (23).

3. A turbine according to claim 2, wherein the shaft
(10) comprises an intermediate pressure rotary
shaft (20).

4. A turbine according to claim 1, wherein the shaft
(10) further includes a thrust bearing enclosure (55)
which extends radially from the central portion (58)
of the shaft (10), the step (51) projecting axially
away from the thrust bearing enclosure (55).

5. A turbine according to claim 4, wherein the shaft
(10) comprises a high pressure rotary shaft (50).

6. A rotary shaft (10) of a turbine, the rotary shaft (10)

comprising:

an axially extending central portion (28, 58);
and
an annular step projecting radially from the cen-
tral portion (28, 58), the step (21, 51) having a
circumferential surface (22, 52) and a radially
extending side surface (23, 25), the side sur-
face (23, 25) defining a groove (24, 54) posi-
tioned radially underneath the circumferential
surface (22, 52).

7. A rotary shaft (10) according to claim 6, wherein the
step (21, 51) further includes another side surface
(23, 25) extending radially from the central portion
(28, 58) of the shaft (10), the groove (24, 54) ex-
tending axially toward the another side surface (23,
25).

8. A turbine comprising:

a first oil deflector (30) including at least one set
of seal rings (31, 32);
a second oil deflector (60) including at least one
set of seal rings (61, 62); and
a shaft (10) including:

a first annular step (21) having a circumfer-
ential surface (22) in proximity to the seal
rings (31, 32) of the first oil deflector (30);
and
a second annular step (51) having a cir-
cumferential surface (52) in proximity to the
seal rings (61, 62) of the second oil deflec-
tor (60).

9. A turbine according to claim 8, wherein the first an-
nular step (21) includes a radially extending side
surface (23) which defines a groove (24) positioned
radially underneath the circumferential surface (22)
of the first annular step (21), and the second annular
step (51) includes a radially extending side surface
(53) which defines a groove (54) positioned radially
underneath the circumferential surface (52) of the
second annular step (51).

10. A turbine according to claim 9, wherein the first an-
nular step (21) further includes another radially ex-
tending side surface (25), the groove (24) posi-
tioned underneath the circumferential surface (22)
of the first annular step (21) extending axially to-
ward the another side surface (25).

7 8



EP 1 589 190 A2

6



EP 1 589 190 A2

7



EP 1 589 190 A2

8



EP 1 589 190 A2

9



EP 1 589 190 A2

10



EP 1 589 190 A2

11



EP 1 589 190 A2

12


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

