
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

33
7 

41
2

A
1

��&����������
(11) EP 2 337 412 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 153(4) EPC

(43) Date of publication: 
22.06.2011 Bulletin 2011/25

(21) Application number: 09815634.2

(22) Date of filing: 28.09.2009

(51) Int Cl.:
H04W 72/00 (2009.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/CN2009/074282

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2010/034265 (01.04.2010 Gazette 2010/13)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO PL 
PT RO SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL BA RS

(30) Priority: 28.09.2008 CN 200810216617

(71) Applicant: Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd.
Shenzhen, Guangdong 518129 (CN)

(72) Inventor: REN, Xiaotao
c/o Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd. Int.Prop.Dept.
Shenzhen (CN)

(74) Representative: Kreuz, Georg Maria et al
Huawei Technologies 
Dessauerstrasse 3
80992 Munich (DE)

(54) METHOD, EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEM FOR MAPPING THE ACCESS POINT TO THE CELL

(57) A method for mapping Access Points (APs) to
cells includes: allocating multiple carriers to one AP if the
AP serves different User Equipments (UEs) located in a
same cell or different cells; and setting up a mapping
relation between the AP, the multiple carriers, and the
cells for the AP, so as to map the AP to the same cell or

different cells through the multiple carriers. In the em-
bodiments of the present invention, the APs in different
cells serve the same UE based on the same carrier, which
is equivalent to converting inter-cell coordination into in-
tra-cell coordination, thus reducing signaling overheads
and simplifying the Coordinated Multi-Point (CoMP)
transmitting and CoMP receiving.



EP 2 337 412 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] This application claims priority to Chinese Pat-
ent Application No. 200810216617.1, filed with the Chi-
nese Patent Office on September 28, 2008 and entitled
"Method, Apparatus and System for Mapping Access
Points to Cells", which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention relates to wireless com-
munication technologies, and in particular, to a method,
an apparatus, and a system for mapping an Access Point
(AP) to a cell in a mobile communication system.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] As a substitute for the 3rd Generation (3G) mo-
bile communication systems such as a Wideband Code
Division Multiple Access (WCDMA) system and the post-
3G mobile communication systems such as a Long Term
Evolution Release 8 (LTE R8) system and an Ultra Mobile
Broadband (UMB) system, the 4h Generation (4G) mo-
bile communication system provides higher peak user
throughput, average user throughput, and edge user
throughput, and enables users to have a better experi-
ence in data transmission. Coordinated Multi-Point
(CoMP) transmission is one of the key technologies of
the 4G mobile communication system, and is irreplace-
able in enhancing spectrum efficiency.
[0004] CoMP transmission means that multiple geo-
graphically separated Access Points (APs) provide data
transmission services for one or more user terminals si-
multaneously. An AP is a physical node, which includes
at least one or more antenna units located in a same
geographic position, where the antenna units have the
same large-scale fading. When multiple APs exist in a
system, the APs may belong to a same base station or
different base stations.
[0005] As shown in FIG. 1, if multiple APs serving one
or more user terminals simultaneously belong to a same
base station (for example, User Equipment (UE) 1 is con-
nected to base station 1 through AP 1, AP 2, and AP 3),
and, if a low-delay and large-capacity connection (such
as a fiber connection, indicated by a single solid line in
FIG. 1) exists between each AP and the base station,
these APs can share data with the base station through
the low-delay and large-capacity connection. Moreover,
the base station can send real-time control commands,
such as an interference coordination instruction and re-
source allocation signaling, to each AP through the low-
delay and large-capacity connection, thus finishing
downlink dynamic CoMP transmitting and uplink dynamic
CoMP receiving.
[0006] If multiple APs serving one or more user termi-
nals simultaneously belong to different base stations (for
example, AP 5 serving UE 3 belongs to base station 2,

and AP 7 and AP 9 serving UE 3 belong to base station
3), real-time data sharing cannot be realized between
base stations due to the limitation on the interface be-
tween base stations (generally, only high-delay and
small-capacity interfaces exist between base stations,
such as the X2 interface indicated by a double solid line
in FIG. 1). In this case, dynamic coordination is hardly
achievable, but static or semi-static coordinated sched-
uling and interference management, for example, coor-
dinated beam shaping, are still practicable.
[0007] In the relevant CoMP transmission technolo-
gies, the user terminal signals at the edge of a cell un-
dergo large-scale fading, and the desired signals fade
seriously; and strong interference existing between cells
reduces the data rate of the user terminals at the edge
of the cell. To solve such problems, an AP selection meth-
od centered on a UE is applied, which requires schedul-
ing coordination and/or coordinated data transmission
between multiple cells.
[0008] The prior art has the following disadvantages:
In the scheduling coordination involving multiple cells,
the inter-cell scheduling coordination requires more sig-
naling overheads than intra-cell scheduling coordination;
and CoMP uplink receiving between cells is more com-
plicated than CoMP uplink receiving within an cell, which
leads to more complexity of the transmitting/receiving
processing, more power consumption and more costs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The present invention provides a method, an
apparatus, and a system for mapping an AP to a cell.
[0010] According to the first aspect of the present in-
vention a Coordinated Multi-Point (CoMP) transmission
method includes: setting up mapping relations between
access points (APs), carriers and cells; storing the map-
ping relations between the APs, carriers and cells; and
performing CoMP transmission according to the mapping
relations.
[0011] According to the second aspect of the present
invention a base station includes: a mapping apparatus,
configured to map an Access Point (AP) to a cell and set
up mapping relations; and a storing unit, configured to
store the mapping relation set up by the mapping appa-
ratus.
[0012] According to the third aspect of the present in-
vention an access point (AP) includes: a unit for obtaining
a mapping relation between the AP, carriers allocated to
the AP, and cells served by the AP; and a unit for serving
multiple user equipments (UEs) through the carriers re-
spectively according to the mapping relation.
[0013] According to the fourth aspect of the present
invention a communication system includes: a base sta-
tion provided in the foregoing embodiment.
[0014] According to the present invention, the APs in
different cells serve the same UE based on the same
carrier, which is equivalent to converting inter-cell coor-
dination into intra-cell coordination, thus reducing the sig-
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naling overhead and simplifying the CoMP transmitting
and CoMP receiving.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing a framework
of a CoMP transmission system in the prior art;
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing CoMP trans-
mission under a same base station according to an
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing CoMP trans-
mission under different base stations according to
an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing a flowchart
of a method for mapping, in a multi-carrier system,
APs to cells according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing a flowchart
of a method for mapping, in a multi-carrier system,
APs to cells according to another embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram showing a flowchart
of a CoMP transmission method in a multi-carrier
system according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing a mapping
apparatus for mapping, in a multi-carrier system,
APs to cells according to an embodiment of the
present invention; and
FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram showing a base station
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0016] Analyzing the prior art revealed that during the
scheduling coordination and/or coordinated data trans-
mission between multiple cells, the cells may be different
cells under the same base station (for example, in FIG.
2, AP 6 serving UE 3 belongs to cell 2, AP 7 and AP 8
serving UE 3 belong to cell 3, and cell 2 and cell 3 cor-
respond to the same base station); or, the cells may be
different cells under different base stations (for example,
in FIG. 3, AP 6 serving UE 3 belongs to cell 2 which
corresponds to base station 2, but AP 7 and AP 8 serving
UE 3 belong to cell 3 which corresponds to base station
3).
[0017] In the prior art, during scheduling coordination
between multiple cells, the APs from different cells serve
one UE, and because the APs of different cells have dif-
ferent cell identities (IDs), the downlink control channel
(such as the Physical Downlink Control Channel (PD-
CCH) in the 3GPP LTE specifications) delivered to the
UE needs to carry scheduling signaling of different cell
IDs, a pre-coding matrix indication, and a modulation
coding indication, which bring many signaling overheads.

[0018] In the prior art, during CoMP receiving between
uplink cells, an AP needs to detect uplink signals that
have the basic sequence of the cell to which the AP be-
longs. As shown in FIG. 2, AP 6, AP 7 and AP 8 perform
uplink coordinated receiving of UE 3, and AP 6 belongs
to cell 3. To perform uplink coordinated receiving of UE
3, AP 6 needs to detect the uplink signals that have the
basic sequence of cell 3, so as to receive uplink signals
of UE 3. Meanwhile, AP 6 serves UE 4, and AP 6 belongs
to cell 2. Therefore, AP 6 needs to detect the uplink sig-
nals that have the basic sequence of cell 2, so as to re-
ceive uplink signals of UE 4. Consequently, in the CoMP
receiving, the transmitting/receiving processing is more
complicated, which increases power consumption and
costs.
[0019] The embodiments of the present invention are
detailed below with reference to accompanying draw-
ings.
[0020] As shown in FIG. 4, a method for mapping, in
a multi-carrier system, APs to cells according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention is applicable to not only
an Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple Access
(OFDMA) system, but also a Code Division Multiple Ac-
cess (CDMA) system, a Time Division Multiple Access
(TDMA) system, and other mobile communication sys-
tems. The method includes the following steps:

Step 402: Confirm that an AP serves different UEs.

[0021] The different UEs may be located in different
cells or in a same cell.
[0022] Although the following description is given with
reference to FIG. 2, the method may also be described
with reference to FIG. 3. As shown in FIG. 2, the system
confirms that AP 6 serves UE 3 and UE 4; UE 3 is located
in cell 3, and UE 4 is located in cell 2; or, the system
confirms that AP 7 serves UE 2 and UE 3 located in cell 3.
[0023] Step 404: Allocate multiple carriers to the AP.
[0024] In FIG. 2, because AP 6 serves UE 3 and UE
4, two carriers (supposing that the two carriers are carrier
1 and carrier 2) are allocated to AP 6, where carrier 1
serves UE 4, and carrier 2 serves UE 3. In practice, if AP
6 further serves UEs located in other cells besides cell 2
and cell 3, more carriers (such as carrier 3 different from
carrier 1 and carrier 2) need to be allocated to AP 6.
[0025] Alternatively, because AP 7 serves UE2 and
UE 3 located in cell 3, two carriers (supposing that the
two carriers are carrier 2 and carrier 4) are allocated to
AP 7, where carrier 2 serves UE 3, and carrier 4 serves
UE2.
[0026] Step 406: Set up a carrier-cell mapping relation
for the AP, so as to map the AP to the same cell or different
cells through the allocated carriers.
[0027] Because different cells have different cell IDs,
the step of setting up a carrier-cell mapping relation may
specifically include: setting up a mapping relation be-
tween a carrier and a cell ID. In this embodiment, for AP
6, the mapping relation includes the mapping relation be-
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tween carrier 1 and the ID of cell 2, and the mapping
relation between carrier 2 and the ID of cell 3; for AP 7,
the mapping relation includes the mapping relation be-
tween carrier 2 and the ID of cell 3, and the mapping
relation between carrier 4 and the ID of cell 3.
[0028] To map the AP to the same cell or different cells
through different carriers, a channel corresponding to a
cell may be set up on a carrier. The cell or different cells
may be the cell(s) in which multiple UEs served by the
AP are located. If the UEs are located in different cells,
the AP may be mapped to different cells; if the UEs are
located in a same cell, the AP may be mapped to the
same cell. For example, to map AP 6 to two different cells
through carrier 1 and carrier 2, for AP 6, a channel cor-
responding to cell 2 (or the ID of cell 2) is set up on carrier
1, and a channel corresponding to cell 3 (or the ID of cell
3) is set up on carrier 2. In this way, on carrier 1, AP 6 is
mapped to cell 2; meanwhile, on carrier 2, AP 6 is mapped
to cell 3. That is, AP 6 is mapped to two cells (cell 2 and
cell 3).
[0029] The channel set up on a carrier and correspond-
ing to a cell (or the ID of the cell) may be a downlink
control channel or an uplink control channel, or other
channels such as a broadcast channel or a synchroniza-
tion channel.
[0030] In addition, after step 406, the method may fur-
ther includes: storing the mapping relation between the
AP, multiple carriers allocated to the AP, and the cell; or
storing the mapping relation between the AP, multiple
carriers allocated to the AP, and different cells.
[0031] If the mapping relation is stored in the base sta-
tion to which the AP belongs, mapping relations stored
by a base station and other base stations may be ex-
changed. For example, through an X2 interface between
base stations, a base station sends mapping relation
stored locally to other base stations, and receives map-
ping relation sent by other base stations.
[0032] FIG. 4 shows an example of mapping an AP to
a same cell or to different cells. In practice, there are
usually multiple APs, and more than one AP serves a
cell. Therefore, the foregoing process may be repeated
to set up a carrier-cell mapping relation for each AP re-
spectively. For example, a carrier-cell mapping relation
is set up for each AP in turn. In this way, the mapping
relation between the AP, the carrier and the cell is set
up. Persons of ordinary skill in the art understand that, it
is possible that the same carrier is allocated to different
APs according to the method provided herein. For exam-
ple, in FIG. 2, carrier 2 is allocated to AP 6, and, on carrier
2, AP 6 corresponds to cell 3; carrier 2 is allocated to AP
7, and, on carrier 2, AP 7 also corresponds to cell 3.
Therefore, for one carrier, different APs may be mapped
to the same cell (or cell ID) through the carrier.
[0033] Alternatively, when a carrier is allocated to an
AP, reference may be made to the carrier allocation in-
formation of other APs. If two or more APs serve the
same UE, a common carrier may be allocated to these
APs so that, on the common carrier, the APs correspond

to the same cell. For example, in FIG. 2, it is assumed
that carrier 2 is already allocated to AP 6, and that, on
carrier 2, AP 6 corresponds to cell 3, because AP 7 and
AP 6 serve the same UE (UE 3), a common carrier (such
as carrier 2) already allocated to AP 6 may be also allo-
cated to AP 7, and, on carrier 2, AP 7 also corresponds
to cell 3.
[0034] In practice, there are usually multiple APs, and
generally more than one AP serves a cell. Therefore,
another method for mapping APs to cells according to
an embodiment of the present invention includes: allo-
cating multiple carriers to an AP if the AP serves different
UEs located in the same cell or in different cells; and
setting up a mapping relation between the AP, the mul-
tiple carriers, and the cells for the AP, so as to map the
AP to the same cell or different cells through the multiple
carriers. After the carrier-cell mapping relation is set up
for the AP, if one or more other APs serve different UEs,
similar steps may be performed to allocate carriers to
other APs, and to set up a mapping relation between the
AP, carriers and cells.
[0035] As shown in FIG. 5, a method for mapping, in
a multi-carrier system, APs to cells according to another
embodiment of the present invention includes the follow-
ing steps:

Step 502: Confirm that multiple APs serve the same
UE.

[0036] The multiple APs may be located in the same
cell or located in at least two different cells.
[0037] As shown in FIG. 2, AP 6, AP 7 and AP 8 serve
UE 3; AP 6 is located in cell 2, and AP 7 and AP 8 are
located in cell 3; or, AP 7, AP 8 and AP 9 are all located
in cell 3 and serve UE2.
[0038] Step 504: Allocate the same carrier to the mul-
tiple APs serving the same UE.
[0039] In a multi-carrier system, multiple carriers are
available for being allocated to the AP. For example, car-
rier 2 is allocated to AP 6, AP 7 and AP 8; or carrier 4 is
allocated to AP 7, AP 8 and AP 9.
[0040] Step 506: Set up, on the carrier, a mapping re-
lation between the multiple APs and the same cell, so as
to map different APs to the same cell through the carrier.
[0041] First, set up, on the carrier, a mapping relation
between an AP and a cell, and then set up a mapping
relation between each AP and this cell respectively. For
example, set up the mapping relations in turn until the
mapping relations between all APs serving this UE and
the cell are set up on the carrier. The step of setting up
a mapping relation between an AP and the cell includes:
setting up, on the carrier, a channel corresponding to the
cell (or cell ID) for an AP, where the channel may be a
downlink control channel or an uplink control channel, or
other channels such as a broadcast channel or a syn-
chronization channel.
[0042] Specifically, the same cell may be the cell that
in which the UE is located. For example, AP 6 is mapped,

5 6 



EP 2 337 412 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

on carrier 2, to cell 3, and AP 7 and AP 8 are also mapped,
on carrier 2, to cell 3, namely, cell 3 corresponds to AP
6, AP 7, and AP 8 through carrier 2.
[0043] Alternatively, AP 7, AP 8, and AP 9 are mapped,
on carrier 4, to cell 3; and cell 3 corresponds to AP 7, AP
8, and AP 9 through carrier 4.
[0044] In addition, after step 506, the method may fur-
ther include: storing the mapping relation between the
carrier, the multiple APs and the same cell. If the mapping
relation is stored in the base station to which the AP be-
longs, mapping relations stored in the base station and
stored in other base stations may be exchanged. For
example, through an X2 interface between base stations,
a base station sends the mapping relations stored locally
to other base stations, and receives the mapping rela-
tions sent by other base stations.
[0045] FIG. 5 shows an example of mapping different
APs to the same cell. In a multi-carrier system, multiple
carriers are available for allocation. Therefore, the fore-
going process may be repeated to map different APs to
the same cell on each carrier respectively, for example,
map, on each carrier in turn, different APs to the same
cell. Persons of ordinary skill in the art understand that,
it is possible that different carriers are allocated to the
same AP according to the method provided herein. For
example, in FIG. 2, on carrier 1, AP 4, AP 5, and AP 6
correspond to cell 2; on carrier 2, AP 6, AP 7, and AP 8
correspond to cell 3. That is, carrier 1 and carrier 2 are
allocated to AP 6. Through the foregoing operations, the
mapping relation between the AP, the carrier and the cell
is set up.
[0046] In addition, an embodiment of a present inven-
tion further provides a method for mapping APs to cells,
where the method specifically includes: allocating the
same carrier to multiple APs if the multiple APs serve
one UE; and setting up, on the carrier, a mapping relation
between the multiple APs, the carrier and the same cell,
so as to map the multiple APs to the same cell through
the carrier. After the AP-cell mapping relation is set up
for a UE through a carrier, if one or more other UEs are
served by multiple APs, similar steps may be performed
to allocate carriers to the APs corresponding to other UEs
(namely, the APs serving the UEs), and to set up a map-
ping relation between the AP, carriers and cells.
[0047] As shown in FIG. 6, a CoMP transmission meth-
od in a multi-carrier system is provided in an embodiment
of the present invention. The method includes the follow-
ing steps:

Step 602: Set up a mapping relation between an AP,
a carrier and a cell (or a cell ID).

[0048] The mode of setting up the mapping relation
may be: setting up an AP-to-cell ID mapping table cor-
responding to different carriers, as shown in FIG. 5; or
setting up a cell ID-to-carrier mapping table correspond-
ing to different APs, as shown in FIG. 4.
[0049] Step 604: Store the mapping relation between

the AP, the carrier and the cell.
[0050] The mapping relation between the AP, the car-
rier and the cell needs to be stored after being set up
through the foregoing operations. If multiple cells corre-
sponding to an AP belong to the same base station, the
mapping relation may be stored in this base station, for
example, in an AP-to-cell ID mapping table correspond-
ing to different carriers and/or a cell ID-to-carrier mapping
table corresponding to different APs, or a cell ID-AP-car-
rier mapping table. If multiple cells corresponding to an
AP belong to different base stations, each base station
stores at least the mapping relation corresponding to the
APs which exchange data with the base station, for ex-
ample, stores an AP-to-cell ID mapping table corre-
sponding to different carriers and/or a cell ID-to-carrier
mapping table corresponding to different APs. Mapping
relations stored on each base station need to be ex-
changed between the base stations through interfaces
such as X2 or S 1.
[0051] Step 606: Perform CoMP transmission accord-
ing to the mapping relation.
[0052] A channel (such as a downlink control channel)
corresponding to the same cell may be set up on an AP
based on different carriers according to the mapping re-
lation between the AP, carrier, and cell. In this way, an
AP can serve different UEs of the same cell through dif-
ferent carriers.
[0053] A channel (such as a downlink control channel)
corresponding to different cells may be set on an AP
based on different carriers according to the mapping re-
lation between the AP, carrier, and cell. In this way, an
AP can serve UEs of different cells through different car-
riers.
[0054] It should be pointed out that, as regards multiple
APs serving the same UE, no matter whether the APs
are located in the same cell or in least two different cells,
the method illustrated in FIG. 4 is as effective as the meth-
od illustrated in FIG. 5 in allocating the same carrier to
these APs. Therefore, by mapping the APs to the same
cell through the same carrier, the method enables the
APs to serve the UE through the same carrier. As shown
in FIG. 2, AP 6, AP 7 and AP 8 serve UE 3; AP 6 is located
in cell 2, and AP 7 and AP 8 are located in cell 3. There-
fore, carrier 2 may be allocated to AP 6, AP 7 and AP 8.
In this way, the APs serving UE 3 are AP 6, AP 7 and AP
8 on carrier 2.
[0055] Through the method provided herein, the APs
in different cells serve the same UE based on the same
carrier, which is equivalent to converting inter-cell coor-
dination into intra-cell coordination, thus reducing sign-
aling overheads and simplifying the CoMP transmitting
and CoMP receiving.
[0056] As shown in FIG. 7, a mapping apparatus for
mapping, in a multi-carrier system, APs to cells is pro-
vided in an embodiment of the present invention. The
mapping apparatus includes: a confirming unit 702, an
allocating unit 704, and a mapping relation setup unit 706.
[0057] The confirming unit 702 is configured to confirm
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that one AP serves different UEs. For example, in the
system shown in FIG. 2, the confirming unit 702 confirms
that AP 6 serves UE 3 and UE 4, where UE 3 is located
in cell 3, and UE 4 is located in cell 2.
[0058] The allocating unit 704 is configured to allocate
multiple carriers to the AP. For example, the allocating
unit 704 allocates two carriers (carrier 1 and carrier 2) to
AP 6.
[0059] The mapping relation setup unit 706 is config-
ured to set up a mapping relation between the carrier and
the cell, and map the AP to the same cell or different cells
through the multiple carriers.
[0060] When different UEs are located in the same cell,
the mapping relation setup unit 706 maps the AP to the
same cell through different carriers; or, when different
UEs are located in different cells, the mapping relation
setup unit 706 maps the AP to different cells through
different carriers.
[0061] For example, if AP 6 serves UE 3 and UE 4, UE
3 is located in cell 3, and UE 4 is located in cell 2, the
mapping relation setup unit 706 maps AP 6 to cell 2 (serv-
ing UE 4) through carrier 1, and maps AP 6 to cell 3
(serving UE 3) through carrier 2; if the AP serves UE 3
and UE2 of the same cell, the mapping relation setup
unit 706 maps AP 7 to cell 3 (serving UE 3) through carrier
2, and maps AP 7 to cell 3 (serving UE2) through carrier 4.
[0062] In another optional embodiment,

the confirming unit 702 is configured to confirm that
multiple APs serve the same UE, for example, in the
system shown in FIG. 2, the confirming unit 702 con-
firms that AP 6, AP 7, and AP 8 serve UE 3.

[0063] The allocating unit 704 is configured to allocate
the same carrier to the multiple APs. For example, the
allocating unit 704 allocates carrier 2 to AP 6, AP 7, and
AP 8.
[0064] The mapping relation setup unit 706 is config-
ured to set up, on the carrier, a mapping relation between
the multiple APs and the same cell. For example, the
mapping relation setup unit 706 maps, on carrier 2, AP
6 to cell 3, and also maps, on carrier 2, AP 7 and AP 8
to cell 3.
[0065] As shown in FIG. 8, a base station is provided
in an embodiment of the present invention. The base
station is applicable to a multi-carrier system. The base
station includes a mapping apparatus 70 and a storing
unit 72.
[0066] As shown in FIG. 7, the mapping apparatus 70
in this embodiment is configured to set up a mapping
relation between the AP located in the base station, the
carrier, and the cell in the multi-carrier system.
[0067] The storing unit 72 is configured to store the
mapping relation between the AP under the base station,
the carrier and the cell.
[0068] The base station may further include: an inter-
face unit 74, configured to: exchange mapping relations
with another base station, send the mapping relations

stored in the storing unit 72 to another base station, and
receive the mapping relations sent by another base sta-
tion. Specifically, the interface unit 74 exchanges map-
ping relations with the interface unit in another base sta-
tion through interfaces such as X2 or S 1.
[0069] The storing unit 72 further stores the mapping
relations received from another base station.
[0070] An AP provided in an embodiment of the
present invention may include: a unit for obtaining a map-
ping relation between the AP, carriers allocated to the
AP, and cells served by the AP; and a unit for serving
multiple UEs through the carriers respectively according
to the mapping relation.
[0071] The AP may further include a storing subunit,
which is configured to store the mapping relation between
the AP, carriers allocated to the AP, and cells served by
the AP.
[0072] A multi-carrier system is provided in an embod-
iment of the present invention. The multi-carrier system
includes at least one base station and multiple APs. Each
base station covers one or more cells, and the multiple
APs are located in the same cell or different cells.
[0073] Each base station may include: a mapping ap-
paratus for setting up the mapping relation between the
AP under the base station, the carrier and the cell; and
a storing unit for storing the mapping relation; or
each base station may include a mapping apparatus for
setting up a mapping relation, and each AP includes a
storing subunit, which is configured to store the mapping
relation between the AP, carriers allocated to the AP, and
cells served by the AP. In this case, multiple storing sub-
units are equivalent to the storing unit in the base station.
[0074] It is understandable that the mapping apparatus
and storing unit may be stand-alone entities separated
from the base station, or may be integrated together.
[0075] In practice, the mapping apparatus may select
a base station, set up a mapping relation between mul-
tiple APs under the base station, carriers allocated to the
APs, and cells served by the APs, and store the mapping
relation into the base station. After the mapping relation
is set up, the multiple APs perform CoMP transmission
according to the mapping relation.
[0076] For example, in FIG. 2, the multi-carrier system
includes a base station and multiple APs. The APs are
located in three cells covered by the base station. The
base station allocates carriers to the APs, and sets up
the mapping relation between the APs, allocated carriers,
and the three cells, including the mapping relation be-
tween AP 6, carrier 2, and cell 3, and the mapping relation
between AP 7, carrier 2, and cell 3. The multiple APs
perform CoMP transmission according to the mapping
relations set up by the base station. For example, AP 6
and AP 7 serve, on carrier 2, UE 3 in cell 3 according to
the mapping relation.
[0077] In this embodiment, the APs in different cells
serve the same UE based on the same carrier, which is
equivalent to converting inter-cell coordination into intra-
cell coordination, thus reducing signaling overheads and
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simplifying the CoMP transmitting and CoMP receiving.
[0078] According to the descriptions above, those
skilled in the art understand that the present invention
may be implemented by hardware only, or preferably in
most circumstances, by software and a necessary uni-
versal hardware platform. Therefore, the essence or nov-
elty of the technical solution under the present invention
may be embodied in a software product. The software
product is stored in computer-readable storage media,
and incorporates several instructions for instructing a de-
vice to execute the method specified in any embodiment
of the present invention.
[0079] The above descriptions are merely exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, but not intended
to limit the present invention.

Claims

1. A method for mapping an Access Point (AP) to a cell,
comprising:

allocating (404) multiple carriers to an AP if the
AP serves different User Equipments, UEs, lo-
cated in a same cell or different cells; and
setting up (406) a mapping relation between the
AP, the multiple carriers, and the cell(s) for the
AP, so as to map the AP to the same cell or the
different cells through the multiple carriers.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein:

the step of setting up the mapping relation be-
tween the AP, the multiple carriers and the cells
comprises:
setting up mapping relations between the mul-
tiple carriers and cell identifier (ID) or IDs.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein:

the step of setting up (406) the mapping relations
between the multiple carriers and cell ID(s) com-
prises:
setting up, on a carrier, a channel corresponding
to a cell ID.

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein:

the channel is a downlink control channel, or an
uplink control channel, or a broadcast channel,
or a synchronization channel.

5. The method according to any one of claims 1-4, fur-
ther comprising:

if one or more other APs serve different UEs,
allocating carriers to the one or more other APs,
and setting up mapping relations between the

APs, carriers, and cell(s).

6. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

storing the mapping relations between the APs,
the multiple carriers allocated to the APs, and
the same cell; or
storing the mapping relations between the APs,
the multiple carriers allocated to the APs, and
the different cells.

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein:

the mapping relations are stored in a base sta-
tion that covers the AP, and the method further
comprises:
exchanging mapping relations between an base
station and another base station.

8. A method for mapping an Access Point (AP) to a cell,
comprising:allocating (504) a same carrier to multi-
ple APs if the multiple APs serve one User
Equipment ,UE; and
setting up (506), on the carrier, a mapping relation
between the multiple APs, the same carrier and a
same cell, so as to map the multiple APs to the same
cell through the carrier.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein:

the step of setting up (506), on the carrier, the
mapping relation between the multiple APs, the
carrier, and the same cell comprises:
setting up, on the carrier, a channel correspond-
ing to an identity, ID, of the cell for the multiple
APs.

10. The method according to claim 8 or 9, wherein:

the same cell is the cell in which the UE is locat-
ed.

11. The method according to claim 8 or 9, further com-
prising:

if one or more other UEs are served by the mul-
tiple APs, allocating carriers to the one or more
other UEs, and setting up mapping relations be-
tween the APs, carriers, and cell(s).

12. The method according to claim 8, further comprising:

storing the mapping relations between the same
carrier, the multiple APs, and the same cell.

13. A Coordinated Multi-Point (CoMP) transmission
method, comprising:
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setting up mapping relations between Access
Points (APs), carriers, and cells according to the
method specified in any one of claims 8-12; and
performing CoMP transmission according to the
mapping relations.

14. A mapping apparatus for mapping an Access Point
(AP) to a cell, comprising:

a confirming unit (702), configured to confirm
that an AP serves different User Equipments,
UEs, located in a same cell or different cells;
an allocating unit (704), configured to allocate
multiple carriers to the AP; and
a mapping relation setup unit (706), configured
to map the AP to the same cell or the different
cells through the multiple carriers.

15. The mapping apparatus according to claim 14,
wherein:

the mapping relation setup unit (706) is further
configured to map the AP to the same cell
through the multiple carriers if the different UEs
are located in the same cell; or
the mapping relation setup unit (706) is further
configured to the map the AP to the different
cells through the multiple carriers if the different
UEs are located in the different cells.

16. A mapping apparatus for mapping an Access Point
(AP) to a cell, comprising:

a confirming unit, configured to confirm that mul-
tiple APs serve a same User Equipment ,UE;
an allocating unit, configured to allocate a same
carrier to the multiple APs; and
a mapping relation setup unit, configured to set
up, on the carrier, a mapping relation between
the multiple APs and the same cell.

17. A base station, comprising:

the mapping apparatus specified in any one of
claims 14-16; and
a storing unit, configured to store mapping rela-
tions set up by the mapping apparatus.

18. The base station according to claim 17, wherein the
mapping relations comprise:

mapping relations between Access Points (APs)
under the base station, carriers and cells.

19. The base station according to claim 17 or 18, further
comprising:

an interface unit (74), configured to send the

mapping relations stored in the storing unit to
another base station, and receive mapping re-
lations sent by said another base station.

20. An Access Point, AP, comprising:

a unit for obtaining a mapping relation between
the AP, carriers allocated to the AP, and cells
served by the AP; and
a unit for serving multiple User Equipments, UEs
through the carriers respectively according to
the mapping relation.

21. The AP according to claim 20, further comprising:

a storing subunit for storing the mapping rela-
tion.

22. A communication system, comprising:

a base station for performing wireless commu-
nication;
a mapping apparatus for setting up mapping re-
lations;
a storing unit for storing the mapping relations;
and
multiple Access Points (APs) for performing Co-
ordinated Multi-Point (CoMP) transmission ac-
cording to the mapping relations stored in the
storing unit.

23. The communication system according to claim 22,
wherein:

the mapping apparatus and the storing unit are
integrated in the base station.

24. The communication system according to claim 22,
wherein:

the storing unit comprises multiple storing sub-
units, one of which is integrated into each AP;
and
the mapping apparatus is integrated in the base
station.
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