
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

39
0 

55
4

A
2

��&����������
(11) EP 2 390 554 A2

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
30.11.2011 Bulletin 2011/48

(21) Application number: 11175806.6

(22) Date of filing: 27.05.2008

(51) Int Cl.:
F21L 4/00 (2006.01) F21V 33/00 (2006.01)

F21L 4/02 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MT NL NO PL PT 
RO SE SI SK TR

(30) Priority: 29.05.2007 US 807465

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in 
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: 
08157008.7 / 2 000 737

(27) Previously filed application: 
27.05.2008 EP 08157008

(71) Applicant: Koehler-Bright Star, Inc.
Hanover Township, PA 18706 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• Bobbin, Joseph

Nanticoke, 18634 (US)
• Devaney, John

Mountain Top, 18707 (US)
• Dirsa, Mark

Shavertown, 18708 (US)

(74) Representative: Tetaz, Franck Claude Edouard et 
al
Cabinet Regimbeau 
139, rue Vendôme
69477 Lyon Cedex 06 (FR)

Remarks: 
This application was filed on 28-07-2011 as a 
divisional application to the application mentioned 
under INID code 62.

(54) Module adapter for portable light sources

(57) The invention relates to an adapter (126) for
holding and powering a module (152) with a power source
of a portable light source comprising:
a. positive and negative contact leads (156,154), each
having a first end adapted to communicate with positive
and negative terminals (120,122), respectively, of the
power source;
b. a housing (148) defining a compartment (150) adapted
to hold the module; and
c. said positive and negative contact leads (156,154)
each also having a second end adapted to electrically
communicate with a module (152) positioned in the com-
partment (150) so that power is provided thereto from

the power source.

wherein the power source is a battery and the adapter
further comprises a bottom plate (128) attached to said
housing (148) and featuring a positive contact opening
(134) and a negative contact opening (132) adapted to
communicate with positive and negative terminals
(120,122) of the battery respectively, said bottom plate
(128) also supporting said positive and negative contact
leads (156,154) which are in communication with the pos-
itive and negative contact openings (134,132).
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Description

FIELD OF INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to flashlights, lan-
terns, cap lamps and other portable light sources and
more specifically to an adapter that provides power to a
module from the power source of the portable light
source.

BACKGROUND

[0002] The use of a portable light source to power an
additional electric device or module via a power takeoff
from the power source of the portable light source is
known for a number of applications.
[0003] One example is the use of secondary lighting
sources on a battery-powered flashlight or lantern. The
secondary lighting source may provide an alternative
type of light for the user or may provide a flashing, high-
visibility light so that the user may be seen and/or located.
One can certainly replace one light bulb for another in
incandescent versions of such powered flashlights or lan-
terns. However, if the secondary light source requires
replacement of its functional components, apart from a
bulb, often times the flashlight or lantern is not configured
for ready replacement or repair of the secondary light
source.
[0004] Another example is in mining cap lamps. Such
lamps are typically mounted on hard hats worm by miners
to provide illumination in underground mine shafts. Such
cap lamps are well known in the mining equipment in-
dustry and provide illumination while the miner’s hands
remain free to perform tasks. A cap lamp typically re-
ceives power from a battery power pack secured to the
user’s waist. Electrical wiring delivers power from the
power pack to the lamp on the helmet. Normally, at the
end of each working shift, the helmet and power pack
are removed by the miner and the power pack is placed
in a recharging device so that it is ready for use during a
future shift.
[0005] Modern day mines often include a miner track-
ing system so that the location of miners may be tracked
for safety purposes. Such systems often include sensors
positioned throughout the mine shafts. A miner wears a
radio frequency identification (RFID) tag which broad-
casts a signal including the identitiy of the miner wearing
the RFID tag. When the miner passes a miner tracking
system sensor, the sensor receives the signal from the
RFID tag. The sensors communicate with a central com-
puter which tracks the location of miners wearing the
RFID tags based on which sensors have received signals
from the miners’ RFID tags.
[0006] The RFID tags must receive electrical power to
operate. Traditionally, wires have been soldered to the
battery terminals of the cap lamp power pack and to the
RFID tags so that the RFID tags receive power from the
battery of the cap lamp power pack. A problem with such

an arrangement, however, is that such modifications are
time consuming and inconveient. In addition, and more
importantly, the quality of the soldered connections is
often inconsistent which leads to reliability issues, espe-
cially in the harsh mining environment. The exposed
wires of such a power takeoff are also exposed which
makes them even more succeptible to damage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0007] To solve at least one of the above problems is
proposed a portable light source according to claim 1,
and an adapter for a holding and powering a module with
a power source of a portable light source according to
claim 11.
[0008] In particular, the invention proposes a portable
light source comprising:

a. a body;
b. a power source located within said body;
c. a primary lamp in communication with the power
source so as to receive power there from; and
d. a module attached to said body and also receiving
power from said power source.

[0009] Preferred but not limitative embodiments of the
portable light source are as follows:

- the body is the body of a power pack.
- the primary lamp is a cap lamp in communication

with the power pack via a power cord.
- the module is a radio frequency identification mod-

ule.
- the power source is a battery.
- the power source is a lithium-ion battery.
- the portable light source further comprises an adapt-

er in electrical communication with the power source,
and the module is attached to said body by the adapt-
er and also receives power from said power source
via the adapter.

- said power source is a battery and said adapter in-
cludes positive and negative contact leads in elec-
trical communication with positive and negative ter-
minals of the battery, said adapter also including a
housing defining a compartment with the module po-
sitioned therein, said compartment including com-
partment contacts in electrical communication with
the positive and negative contact leads and said
module so that said module receives power from the
battery.

- the module is removably mounted to the adapter.
- the module is selected from the group consisting of

a lighting module, a GPS navigation module, a track-
ing module, a natural gas detection module and a
radio module.

[0010] According to a further aspect of the invention is
provided an adapter for a holding and powering a module
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with a power source of a portable light source comprising:

a. positive and negative contact leads, each having
a first end adapted to communicate with positive and
negative terminals, respectively, of the power
source;
b. a housing defining a compartment adapted to hold
the module; and
c. said positive and negative contact leads each also
having a second end adapted to electrically commu-
nicate with a module positioned in the compartment
so that power is provided thereto from the power
source.

[0011] Preferred but not limitative embodiments of the
adapter are as follows:

- the power source is a battery and further comprising
a bottom plate attached to said housing and featuring
a positive contact opening and a negative contact
opening adapted to communicate with positive and
negative terminals of the battery, respectively, said
bottom plate also supporting said positive and neg-
ative contact leads which are in communication with
the positive and negative contact openings.

- the bottom plate and housing are molded from plas-
tic.

- the bottom plate and housing are molded as a single
piece.

- the positive and negative contact leads are strips of
metal.

- the adapter further comprises a flange with an aper-
ture adapted to align with a flange and aperture of a
body of the portable light source.

- the adapter further comprises a module positioned
in the compartment, wherein the module is selected
from the group consisting of a lighting module, a GPS
navigation module, a tracking module, a natural gas
detection module and a radio module.

[0012] According to another aspect of the invention is
provided a cap lamp system comprising:

a. a cap lamp;
b. a power pack;
c. a battery positioned in the power pack and in elec-
trical communication with the cap lamp; and
d. an adapter in electrical communication with the
battery, said adapter being adapted to hold and pro-
vide power to a module.

[0013] Preferred but not limitative embodiments of the
cap lamp system are as follows:

- the battery is a lithium-ion battery.
- the cap lamp system further comprises a module

held by the adapter and receiving power from the
battery via the adapter, wherein the module is se-

lected from the group consisting of a lighting module,
a GPS navigation module, a tracking module, a nat-
ural gas detection module and a radio module.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014]

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a module detached
from a flashlight body, in accordance with a first em-
bodiment of the invention;
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of flashlight body with a
pocket for receiving a module, in accordance with
the first embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 3 is an exploded view of a module, in accord-
ance with the first embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 4 is a cut-away view of a module within a pocket
of a flashlight, in accordance with the first embodi-
ment of the invention;
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a module and a flash-
light, in accordance with the first embodiment of the
invention;
FIG. 6 is perspective view of a battery power pack
for a cap lamp suitable for use with a second em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the battery power
pack of FIG. 6 with the top cover removed;
FIG. 8 is a perspective view of an embodiment of an
adapter in a second embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 9 is a perspective view showing the adapter of
FIG. 8 in phantom so that the positive and negative
contact leads may be viewed;
FIG. 10 shows the adapter of FIGS. 8 and 9 as it is
being installed on the battery power pack of FIGS.
1 and 2 in accordance with the second embodiment
of the invention;
FIG. 11 shows the adapter of FIGS. 8, 9 and 10 fully
installed on the battery pack of FIGS. 1 and 2 in ac-
cordance with the second embodiment of the inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0015] A first embodiment of the present invention in-
cludes a flashlight 50 having a body 52, as shown in
FIGS. 1, 2, and 5. The flashlight, however, is not limited
to the flashlight as shown in FIGS. 1, 2, and 5, but instead
can have any particular body shape, size, configuration,
or assembly. In addition, while FIGS. 1-5 illustrate a flash-
light, the invention may be applied to other portable light
sources including lanterns, spotlights, mining cap lamps
and other portable light sources known in the art.
[0016] A power source is located within the body of the
flashlight. The power source may be any suitable power
source or device known in the art, such as a battery. A
particularly preferred power source is a lithium-ion bat-
tery. Alternatively, the power source may be contiguous
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to the body of the flashlight, but need not be located within
the body; for example and without limitation, the power
source could be located contiguous to the outer surface
of the body.
[0017] As will be explained in greater detail below, an
electrical device or module also receives power from the
power source of the flashlight of FIGS. 1-5. In the first
embodiment of FIGS. 1-5, the module is an LED lighting
module 10, as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. The module of
the present invention, however, is not limited to a partic-
ular shape, size, configuration, or assembly. Nor is a
module of the present invention limited to a lighting mod-
ule. The module may perform any function, and is pref-
erably selected from the group consisting of a lighting
module, a GPS navigation module, a tracking module, a
natural gas detection module, and a radio module.
[0018] The module may be contiguous to any region
on the outer surface of the body of the flashlight. For
example, as illustrated in the first embodiment of FIGS.
1-5, the module may be contiguous to a rear end of the
flashlight.
[0019] Preferably, the module will be attached or con-
nected to any region on the outer surface of the body of
the flashlight. The attachment or connection may be per-
manent or semi-permanent. The module is preferably re-
moveably attached or connected (with or without any de-
gree of destruction of the module or any parts or surfaces
to which it is attached or connected, but preferably with-
out any such degree of destruction). Any known connec-
tion or attachment elements or techniques known in the
art may be utilized. Preferably, when the flashlight con-
tains a power source (whether contiguous to or within
the body of the flashlight) for powering the module, con-
nection or attachment elements or techniques are em-
ployed, such that the module receives power from the
power source through the connection or attachment el-
ements or the connection or attachment structure result-
ing from the particular technique that was employed.
[0020] In an alternative embodiment, a flashlight may
include more than one module. A flashlight may include,
for example and without limitation, a first module that is
contiguous to the rear end of the flashlight and a second
module that is contiguous to a side of the flashlight. Al-
ternatively, a flashlight may include, as another non-lim-
iting example, at least one module that is contiguous to
one side of the flashlight and at least one additional mod-
ule that is contiguous to another side of the flashlight. As
another example, a flashlight may include at least one
module that is contiguous to the rear end of the flashlight
and at least one additional module that is contiguous to
the front end of the flashlight (and optionally at least one
further module that is contiguous to at least one side of
the flashlight).
[0021] In the first embodiment of FIGS. 1-5, the primary
lamp is a main lamp assembly 72, as shown in FIG. 5.
The outer surface of the body of the flashlight defines a
pocket or recess, and the module is contiguous to said
pocket or recess. More specifically, as shown in FIGS. 2

and 4, the outer surface defines a pocket or recess 60,
which is configured to receive in a substantially comple-
mentary manner a lighting module 10, such that the mod-
ule is contiguous (preferably attached or connected, even
more preferably removably attached or connected) to the
pocket or recess. The module 10 is also generally shown
in FIGS. 1 and 5 in connection with the flashlight 50. As
used herein, "pocket" or "recess" does not encompass
a hole or opening in the outer surface of the body of the
flashlight. However, alternatively, the outer surface of the
body of the flashlight may comprise a hole or opening
which is configured to receive the module in a substan-
tially complementary manner, such that the module is
contiguous (preferably attached or connected) to the hole
or opening.
[0022] The module 10 is shown in more detail in an
exploded view in FIG. 3. The module 10 is comprised of
a light source 20, inserted between front 30 and back 32
covers. As is well understood in the art, at least a portion
of front cover 30 should be transparent or translucent to
light. Light source 20 is comprised of at least one light
emitting diode (LED) 22 connected to a circuit board 24.
Other light sources known in the art, such as incandes-
cent lights, may be used in place of the LEDs 22 and/or
the circuit board 24. Light source 20 has positive and
negative electrical contacts 26 connected thereto. The
light source 20 is then placed on either of covers 30 or
32. In this embodiment of the invention, the electrical
contacts 26 comprise apertures 28 that are matched to
mounting apertures 34 in the back cover 32. While mount-
ing apertures 34 are shown here located on the bottom
of the cover, other positions, such as in the front cover,
may be used. Retention nuts 36 or similar connection or
attachment elements are lined up with the apertures 28
of the electrical contacts 26 and the mounting apertures
34 in this embodiment.
[0023] To assist the process of retaining the light
source 20 and retention nuts 36, the back cover 32 is
shown in FIG. 3 with retention clips 38 into which the light
source 30 and retention nuts 36 are frictionally retained.
The module 10 assembly is completed by sealing the
front cover 30 to the back cover 32, with the light source
20 retained therein. In one embodiment of the invention,
the covers 30, 32 are constructed of polycarbonate or
other thermoplastic resin and ultrasonically welded to-
gether. Other materials and sealing or attachment tech-
niques known in the art may be utilized. As one such
example, the back cover can be constructed of nylon and
the two covers attached together by screws. Further, it
has been found that the use of a lip on one of the covers
facilitates mating of the two covers together.
[0024] Referring to FIG. 2, a pocket or recess 60 has
a plurality of apertures 62 that correspond in position to
mounting apertures 34. In one embodiment of the inven-
tion, as shown in FIG. 4, the module 10 is secured to the
main body portion 52 of the flashlight 50 by fastening
screws 64 or similar fasteners that are placed from within
the main body portion 52, through the underside of ap-
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ertures 62, mounting apertures 34, contacts 26 and re-
taining means 36. Fastening screws 64, also shown in
FIG. 1, are electrically conductive. As can be seen in FIG.
4, fastening screws 64 conduct electrical power and con-
trol from the main body 52 of the flashlight 50 (and con-
stituent parts) to the module 10 through contact 54, which
may be a wire, conductive plate, or other similar conduc-
tor known in the art. The flashlight 50 with the light source
10 mounted therein is shown in FIG. 5. In another em-
bodiment of the invention, the fastening screws 64 or
similar fasteners can be directly molded in situ with the
body 52 of the flashlight.
[0025] In an alternative embodiment of the invention,
the module 10 is attached or connected to the flashlight
50 without screws or similar semi-permanent fasteners,
but rather metal snaps on either of covers 30, 32 com-
prising the module housing that mate with detents in the
flashlight housing. The metal snaps could double as the
electrical contacts to power and retain the module in the
flashlight housing. Plastic snaps may also be used, with
the provision of separate electrical contacts on the mod-
ule. The configuration as shown in FIG. 2 can readily be
converted to such a configuration by replacing the exist-
ing fastening screws 64 with pins molded into or other-
wise fastened to the flashlight housing in the same loca-
tion and orientation as the disclosed screws. The module
is then modified in this embodiment to create u-shaped
slot features to mate the aforementioned electrical con-
tacts with the aforementioned electrical contact pins. A
retractable lever or spring-loaded detent mechanism
could be utilized to securely retain the module on the pins
in the recessed pocket of the flashlight housing. With this
readily detachable module arrangement, one can pro-
vide a power take-off cord that can be plugged into the
recessed pocket of the flashlight body. This cord would
mate mechanically and electrically with the contact pins
providing a method to power auxiliary equipment such
as a gas detector or remote/flexible work light or head-
lamp.
[0026] One advantage of the present invention is the
ability to replace readily an installed module with another
identical module, for example, in the event of damage.
In one embodiment of the invention, when LEDs are the
light source 22, they can be used to signal the user’s
location through continuous illumination or a blinking,
flashing or other pattern. The ready replacement of mod-
ules allows one to replace easily one LED lighting module
with another, different module that has different colored
LEDs or non-flashing LEDs, or with another type of light-
ing module for purposes other than signaling one’s loca-
tion. For instance, an alternate lighting module may func-
tion as an area work light projecting light over a larger
area but at close proximity to the flashlight, complement-
ing the tightly focused main light beam of the main flash-
light light. The instant invention is also adapted in further
embodiments for accepting other non-lighting modules,
such as radios, natural gas detectors, tracking systems,
GPS navigation systems, and power take-offs, and gen-

erally, any type of module having a designated function.
The power take-off module is particularly useful in com-
bination with a battery/power protection circuit.
[0027] The flashlight optionally includes a rotatable
main light source 70, where the main lamp assembly 72
is waterproof and connected to the body/battery 52 com-
partment by clamping the pivot-points on the main lamp
housing between the upper and lower halves of the body/
battery compartment, as shown in FIG. 5. When in the
home position, the light 70 faces directly forward. The
main lamp assembly 72 can be rotated towards the bot-
tom of the light from the home position; in one embodi-
ment up to 100 degrees. When a fixed main lamp as-
sembly is desired, the flashlight can be configured with
additional components that lock the main lamp assembly
in the home position. In addition the main lamp assembly,
pivot-points protrude through replaceable pivot sleeves
with integral detents and replaceable wear plates that
prevent the main lamp assembly from rotating freely, thus
locating the head in a plurality of useful angles for simple
hands free use. Further usefulness is gained from the
balance of the complete assembly that allows it to be
stood on its back end stabilized by several small protru-
sions on the rear facing walls of the flashlight.
[0028] The flashlight also optionally includes a re-
cessed key-shaped features 78 on the body 52 of the
flashlight, as shown in FIG. 5, to lock the flashlight into
a charging/storage cradle. This is an advantage over sim-
ilar lights in that this feature allows the bottom of the flash-
light to be flat, aiding emergency personnel when using
the light to crawl through hazardous areas (for example,
firemen in particular often crawl through burning struc-
tures). Similar flashlights have external protrusions de-
signed to lock into the recesses of a charging cradle.
These protrusions are often subject to damage from
dropping and can become snagged on debris encoun-
tered during emergency situations. The flat bottom of a
flashlight of the present invention allows full contact with
the non-slip rubber bumper 76, above, providing greater
stability when crawling or balancing the flashlight on un-
even surfaces during hands-free operation.
[0029] In addition, the flashlight optionally includes a
low battery indicator that uses a microprocessor to inter-
pret battery voltage, temperature effects and load effects
on 4, 6 or 8- cell li-ion battery packs, for example. Low
voltage is signaled through use of a low power LED 74,
as shown in FIG. 5. This LED 74 will activate when ap-
proximately 30 minutes of runtime is remaining for the
main lamp. This indicator provides additional conven-
ience/safety for emergency personnel to evacuate from
remote or hazardous locations.
[0030] In a second embodiment of the invention, an
adapter attaches a module to a portable light source so
that it may receive power from the power source of the
portable light source. While this second embodiment of
the invention is described below in terms of a battery
power pack for a mining cap lamp, it is to be understood
that the invention may be used with any portable light
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source.
[0031] A battery power pack for a mining cap lamp is
indicated in general at 110 in FIG. 6. While the battery
power pack may contain any kind of battery, a lithium-
ion battery is preferred. An example of such a battery
power pack may be found in the WHEAT LI-16 Electric
Cap Lamp System from Koehler-Bright Star, Inc. of
Hanover Township, PA.
[0032] As illustrated in FIG. 6, the battery power pack
110 includes a body 112 and a removable top cover 114.
As is illustrated in U.S. Patent No. 4,481,458 to Lane,
the contents of which are hereby incorporated by refer-
ence, the top cover receives an electrical power cord via
cord strain relief 116 so that a mining cap lamp, which
serves as the primary lamp of the system, receives power
from the battery positioned within the power pack body
112.
[0033] As illustrated in FIG. 7, when the top cover 114
of FIG. 6 is removed, the positive terminal 120 and neg-
ative terminal 122 of the power pack are exposed. The
electrical power cord exiting the top cover of the power
pack, described in the preceding paragraph, communi-
cates with these terminals to provide power to the mining
cap lamp. The body 112 of the power pack is provided
with a pair of flanges 123 and 124 featuring apertures
125 and 127. The apertures receive a pair of screws (not
shown) which engage flanges 129 and 131 of the top
cover 114 (FIG. 6) to secure the top cover to the body 112.
[0034] An adapter constructed in accordance with the
present invention is indicated in general at 126 in FIG.
8. As will be described in greater detail below, the adapter
126 is configured to quickly and easily connect to the
battery power pack of FIGS. 6 and 7. As illustrated in
FIG. 8, the adapter includes a bottom plate 128 that in-
cludes a pair of spaced contact openings 132 and 134.
In addition, the bottom plate 128 includes a pair of flanges
136 and 138 positioned on opposite edges. The flanges
are provided with apertures 142 and 144, respectively.
[0035] A housing 148 is attached to the back edge of
the bottom plate 128 and defines a compartment 150
within which a module, indicated at 152 in phantom, may
be positioned. As an example, the module 152 may be
a radio frequency identification tag which, as described
previously, may be used as part of a miner tracking sys-
tem. As with the first embodiment, alternative modules
may be used including, but not limited to, an LED lighting
module, a GPS navigation module, a natural gas detec-
tion module or a communication module.
[0036] While the adapter 126 may be constructed from
a variety of materials and from one or more components,
it preferably is molded in a single piece from polycar-
bonate plastic for durability, light weight and economy of
manufacture. The module 152 of FIG. 8 may be secured
within the compartment 150 with adhesive or the com-
partment may be sized so as to receive and hold the
module in removable fashion in a socket arrangement.
Alternatively, the module could be secured within the
compartment using screws or other fasteners. Additional

fastening and securing arrangements known in the art,
both permanent and removable, could alternatively be
used.
[0037] As illustrated in FIG. 9, the bottom plate 128 of
the adapter also includes a positive contact lead 154 and
a negative contact lead 156. These leads, which are pref-
erably formed from strips of metal, run from the contact
openings 132 and 134 to the housing and compartment
contacts 162 and 164. The contact leads 154 and 156
may be molded into the bottom plate 128 and housing
148 or alternatively may be attached using adhesive or
other methods known in the art.
[0038] The installation of the adapter 126 of Figs. 8
and 9 upon the battery power pack 110 of FIGS. 6 and
7 is illustrated in FIGS. 10 and 11. Initially, the top cover
(114 of FIG. 6) of the power pack is removed so that the
power pack is in the configuration illustrated in FIG. 7.
Next, the contact openings 132 and 134 (FIG. 8) of the
adapter 126 are aligned with the positive and negative
terminals 120 and 122 (FIG. 7) of the power pack. As
illustrated in FIG. 10, the adapter 126 is then placed on
top of the body 112 of the power pack so that the positive
and negative terminals 120 and 122 of the power pack
are received in, and make electrical contact with, the con-
tact openings 134 and 132, respectively. In addition, the
apertures of the power pack body flanges, 125 and 127
of FIG. 7, are aligned with the apertures of the adapter
flanges, 142 and 144 of FIG. 8.
[0039] Finally, as illustrated in FIG. 11, the top cover
114 is positioned on top of the bottom plate 128 of the
adapter so that the bottom plate 128 is sandwiched be-
tween the top cover 114 and the body 112 of the power
pack. Screws are passed through the aligned apertures
of the body and adapter flanges and into the flanges of
the top cover so that the three components are secured
together. As a result, the adapter is securely fastened to
the battery power pack.
[0040] When the adapter 126 is attached to the power
pack, as illustrated in FIG. 11, power from the battery
within the power pack flows through the negative and
positive contact leads 154 and 156 (FIG. 9) from contact
openings 132 and 134 (FIG. 8) and terminals 120 and
122 (FIGS. 7 and 10) to the compartment contacts 162
and 164 (FIG. 9). The compartment contacts are in elec-
trical communication with the contacts 172 and 174 (FIG.
8) of the module 152 so that the module 152 receives
power from the battery.
[0041] In an alternative embodiment of the invention,
the adapter may be provided with additional compart-
ment contacts, and possibly more than one housing
and/or compartment, so that more than one module may
be supported by the adapter.
[0042] The foregoing description of the instant inven-
tion and the accompanying drawings is illustrative. Other
modifications and variations can be made to the instant
invention without diverging from the scope, spirit, or
teaching of the invention.
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Claims

1. An adapter (126) for holding and powering a module
(152) with a power source of a portable light source
comprising:

a. positive and negative contact leads
(156,154), each having a first end adapted to
communicate with positive and negative termi-
nals (120,122), respectively, of the power
source;
b. a housing (148) defining a compartment (150)
adapted to hold the module; and
c. said positive and negative contact leads
(156,154) each also having a second end adapt-
ed to electrically communicate with a module
(152) positioned in the compartment (150) so
that power is provided thereto from the power
source.

wherein the power source is a battery and the adapt-
er further comprises a bottom plate (128) attached
to said housing (148) and featuring a positive contact
opening (134) and a negative contact opening (132)
adapted to communicate with positive and negative
terminals (120,122) of the battery respectively, said
bottom plate (128) also supporting said positive and
negative contact leads (156,154) which are in com-
munication with the positive and negative contact
openings (134,132).

2. The adapter of claim 1 wherein the bottom plate (128)
and housing (148) are molded from plastic.

3. The adapter of one of claims 1 or 2 wherein the bot-
tom plate (128) and housing (148) are molded as a
single piece.

4. The adapter of one of claims 1 to 3 wherein the pos-
itive and negative contact leads (156,154) are strips
of metal.

5. The adapter of one of claims 1 to 4 further comprising
a flange (136;138) with an aperture (142;144) adapt-
ed to align with a flange (123;124) and aperture (125;
127) of a body (112) of the portable light source.

6. The adapter of one of claims 1 to 5 further comprising
a module positioned in the compartment, wherein
the module is selected from the group consisting of
a lighting module, a GPS navigation module, a track-
ing module, a natural gas detection module and a
radio module.

7. The adapter of one of claims 1 to 6 comprising ad-
ditional compartment contacts for supporting more
than one module.

8. The adapter of claim 7 comprising more than one
housing and/or compartment for supporting more
than one module.

9. A portable light source comprising:

a. a body;
b. a power source located within said body;
c. a primary lamp in communication with the
power source so as to receive power therefrom;
d. a module attached to said body and also re-
ceiving power from said power source,

wherein it further comprises the adapter of any one
of claims 1 to 8, said adapter being in electrical com-
munication with the power source, and said module
being attached to said body by the adapter and fur-
ther receiving power from said power source via the
adapter.

10. A cap lamp system comprising:

a. a cap lamp;
b. a power pack;
c. a battery positioned in the power pack and in
electrical communication with the cap lamp; and
d. a module receiving power from said battery,

wherein it further comprises the adapter of any one
of claims 1 to 8, said adapter being in electrical com-
munication with the battery, and said and said mod-
ule being held by the adapter and further receiving
power from said battery via the adapter.
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