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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for
characterizing lipoproteins in a sample, and more partic-
ularly, for characterizing lipoproteins in blood using light
scattering and absorption properties of lipoproteins.
[0002] Absorption spectroscopy and light scattering
methods are typically used to determine the composition
and/or molecular weight of macromolecules in solution.
Until recently absorption and light scattering have been
considered to be separate and independent measure-
ments even though the same physical phenomena often
occur in practice for both techniques.
[0003] Absorption and light scattering measurements
are usually conducted using electromagnetic energy
having wavelengths in the ultraviolet to visible portion of
the electromagnetic spectrum. The absorption and scat-
tering data are typically collected by taking electromag-
netic energy measurements from multiple observation
angles. The theoretical background associated with ab-
sorption spectroscopy and light scattering methods is de-
scribed in U.S. Patent Nos. 6,330,058, 5,808,738 and
5,589,932. See also Alupoaei CE, et al., Biosens Bioe-
lectron. 19, 893-903 (2004) and Alupoaei CE, et al., Bi-
otechnol Bioeng. 86, 163-7 (2004).
[0004] In particular, US 6,330,058 discloses a method
for characterising a blood sample type from the optical
spectra of red blood cells.
[0005] Lipoproteins in blood are a heterogeneous
group varying in size, composition and density. A typical
lipoprotein includes a hydrophobic lipid core and a hy-
drophilic shell to which small proteins and other mole-
cules are attached (usually via non-covalent interac-
tions). The hydrophobic lipid core consists primarily of
cholesterol ester and triglyceride while the hydrophilic
shell consists primarily of free cholesterol and phosphol-
ipids.
[0006] Lipoproteins perform the important physiologi-
cal function of delivering cholesterol and triglycerides
through the endothelial lining of blood vessels to the sub-
endothelial space such that the lipid components of lipo-
proteins form an important structural component within
blood vessels. The lipoproteins circulate as small (e.g.,
5 to 100nm) insoluble particles of various densities. The
densities of the lipoproteins are typically classified as
very low density (VLDL), low density (LDL) and high den-
sity (HDL), although other densities are known and have
been classified.
[0007] Recent medical research has shown a strong
correlation between heart disease and the abundance of
small LDL particles within blood. The size as well as the
density of the particles has been shown to be critically
important because when localized in sub-endothelial
space small LDL particles can activate a strong macro-
phage response that leads to the formation of athero-
sclerotic plaque. These small LDL particles, not simply

the cholesterol and triglycerides themselves, are one pri-
mary cause of coronary vascular disease.
[0008] The analysis of high and low density lipopro-
teins (HDL and LDL), cholesterol and triglycerides in hu-
man blood has become an important diagnostic param-
eter in determining the risk of cardiovascular disease.
Therefore, the clinical determination of HDL, LDL, total
cholesterol and triglycerides in blood has received con-
siderable attention due to the association with human
health.
[0009] Some known methods need to separate lipo-
protein particles in order to determine the concentrations
of HDL, LDL, total cholesterol and triglycerides in blood.
Example separation techniques include precipitation
and/or centrifugation in combination with enzymes con-
jugated to an antibody. In some forms, precipitation re-
agents such as polyanion-divalent cations are used to
separate the VLDL and LDL from the HDL. The HDL is
then analyzed via enzymatic methods and separate
measurements are taken for total cholesterol and total
triglyceride in order to determine LDL by an indirect ap-
proach.
[0010] There are some recent methods that have been
developed using antibodies to directly determine LDL.
However, these methods still require particle separation.
[0011] There are methods that do not require particle
separation. As an example, a diagnostic procedure for
determining a lipoprotein size and density profile using
nuclear magnetic resonance is available from Lipo-
Science, Inc., Raleigh, NC (http://www.lipo-
science.com/). WO 03/023397 discloses a method for
determining lipoproteins using infrared spectroscopy.
[0012] A comprehensive description of cholesterol
testing can be found in the NIH publication 95-3044: "Na-
tional Cholesterol Education Program, Recommenda-
tions on Lipoprotein Measurement: September 1995,
with cited references inclusive as background informa-
tion.
[0013] According to the present invention there is pro-
vided a method for characterizing lipoproteins as defined
in claim 1.
[0014] The method of the present invention relate to
characterizing lipoproteins in a quantity of blood. In some
forms, the method uses absorption and scattering of elec-
tromagnetic energy by the lipoprotein particles at specific
ultraviolet to visible wavelengths to provide a relative
HDL/LDL/VLDL ratio and a particle size distribution within
each density class, as well as a semi-quantitative total
cholesterol and triglyceride concentration.
[0015] The method is effective in part because it does
not require separation of the various classes of lipopro-
tein particles from whole blood or plasma. The analysis
may be performed on small quantities of whole blood
(e.g., <10 micro liters) or plasma.
[0016] The method relies on the deconvolution of the
angular and wavelength dependence of electromagnetic
energy in the ultraviolet to visible range relative to scat-
tering and absorption spectrophotometry. Different par-
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ticle sizes show differences in the angular dependence
of light scattering intensities. In addition, differences in
the type of lipoprotein may produce differences in the
absorption spectrum. Therefore, the size and type of li-
poproteins in a sample may be determined by deconvo-
luting scattering/absorption spectra.
[0017] Embodiments of the present invention use a
system for characterizing lipoproteins in a sample. The
system includes a light source that delivers electromag-
netic energy in a predetermined range of wavelengths to
the sample. The system further includes a sensor that
senses an intensity spectrum which emerges from the
sample when sample is illuminated by the light source.
A processor characterizes lipoproteins that are within in
the sample by deconvoluting the intensity spectrum
which emerges from the sample to determine the types
of lipoproteins that are within the sample.
[0018] The system includes a light source that provides
electromagnetic energy to the sample in the ultraviolet
to visible range. The system further includes a plurality
of sensors that are disposed radially about the sample
at various observation angles to simultaneously sense
electromagnetic energy emerging from the sample at
each observation angle. Transducers are coupled to the
sensors such that each of the transducers generates a
signal that is representative of an intensity spectrum for
the electromagnetic energy which is detected by each of
the sensors. The system further includes a processor
that characterizes the lipoproteins in the sample by de-
convoluting each intensity spectrum which emerges from
the sample to determine the lipoproteins that are within
the sample.
[0019] The present invention relates to a method for
characterizing lipoproteins in a sample. The method in-
cludes illuminating the sample with electromagnetic en-
ergy having wavelengths in the ultraviolet to visible range
and sensing the electromagnetic energy that emerges
from the sample at a plurality of observation angles. The
method further includes transducing the sensed electro-
magnetic energy into an intensity spectrum for each ob-
servation angle and determining characteristics of the
lipoproteins in the sample by deconvoluting each inten-
sity spectrum which emerges from the sample.
[0020] It is to be understood that both the foregoing
general description and the following detailed description
are exemplary and are intended to provide further expla-
nation of the invention claimed. The accompanying draw-
ings, which are incorporated in and constitute part of this
specification, are included to illustrate and provide a fur-
ther understanding of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0021] The present invention will be more fully under-
stood, and further features will become apparent, when
reference is made to the following detailed description
and the accompanying drawings. The drawings are
merely representative and are not intended to limit the

scope of the claims. Like parts depicted in the drawings
are referred to by the same reference numerals.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an example system
for characterizing lipoproteins in a sample.
FIG. 2 illustrates an example method for character-
izing lipoproteins in a sample.
FIG. 3 illustrates another example method for char-
acterizing lipoproteins in a sample.
FIG. 4 shows Uv-vis spectra of a purified Lp(a) as a
function of dilution.
FIG. 5 shows the Uv-vis spectra of FIG. 4 normalized.
FIG. 6 shows a derivative of the normalized Uv-vis
spectrum of FIG. 5.
FIG. 7 shows a magnification of the normalized Uv-
vis spectrum illustrated in FIG. 5.
FIG. 8 shows a derivative of the magnified Uv-vis
spectrum illustrated in FIG. 7.
FIG. 9 shows a Uv-vis spectrum of a sample of plas-
ma as function of wavelength with an inset figure that
is an enlargement of the region from 300 to 700 nm.
FIG. 10 shows a Uv-vis spectrum of plasma as func-
tion of wavelength with portions of the spectrum iden-
tified relative to some of the constituents in the sam-
ple.
FIG. 11 shows a magnification of the Uv-vis spec-
trum illustrated in FIG. 10.
FIG. 12 shows a comparison between the measured
spectrum of a plasma sample and calculated spectra
of contributions in the sample from soluble protein
and lipid particles.
FIG. 13 shows a magnification of the measured
spectra and calculated spectra illustrated in FIG. 12.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0022] In the following detailed description, reference
is made to the accompanying drawings, which show spe-
cific embodiments in which the invention may be prac-
ticed. These embodiments are described in sufficient de-
tail to enable those skilled in the art to practice the inven-
tion. It is to be understood that other embodiments may
be utilized and structural changes made, such that the
following detailed description is not to be taken in a lim-
iting sense.
[0023] FIG. 1 schematically shows an example system
10. The system 10 characterizes the lipoproteins in a
sample 20. In some forms, the sample 20 is contained
in a cell 30 that is held in position on an optical bench. It
should be noted that sample 20 may include lipoproteins
in whole blood, plasma or saline. In addition, the sample
20 may be diluted and/or mixed with one or more other
materials before the lipoproteins within the sample 20
are analyzed.
[0024] The system 10 includes a light source 102 that
delivers electromagnetic energy to the sample 20 over a
predetermined wavelength range in the ultraviolet to vis-
ible range. In some forms, the light source 102 is a xenon
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light source that delivers electromagnetic energy to the
sample 20 via an optical fiber 202. A polarizer 104 may
be placed in the light path between the light source 102
and the sample 20 such that the sample 20 is illuminated
with polarized light.
[0025] The system further includes a sensor that sens-
es an intensity spectrum which emerges from the sample
20 when the sample 20 is illuminated by the light source
102. In the example embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, the
sensor includes a plurality of sensors 42 that are radially
disposed about the sample 20 at a plurality of observation
angles 106.
[0026] During operation of the system 10, one or more
of the sensors 42 may be used to capture multi-angle
and multi-wavelength electromagnetic energy spectra
from the illuminated sample 20. Sensors 42 may be
aligned to simultaneously sense electromagnetic energy
that emerges from the illuminated sample 20.
[0027] Although five sensors 42 are shown in FIG. 1,
it should be noted that any number of sensors 42 may
be used in the system 10. The sensors 42 may be sen-
sitive to electromagnetic energy generally in the range
of 180-1000 nm. In addition, one of the sensors 42 may
be placed at a 180 degree observation angle 108 relative
to the electromagnetic energy that is delivered by the
light source 102 in order to measure transmission and/or
absorption of the electromagnetic energy by the sample
20.
[0028] In some forms, the optical fiber 202 may be a
split optical fiber that includes an illumination portion 204
and a sensing portion 206. The sensing portion 206 may
be positioned at a 0 degree angle relative to the electro-
magnetic energy that is provided by the light source 102
such that the sensing portion 206 measures backscat-
tering of the illuminated sample 20.
[0029] In the illustrated example embodiment, each
sensor 42 includes a light detector 114 (e.g., photomul-
tipliers, photodiodes and charge-coupled devices) that
receives electromagnetic energy from the illuminated
sample 20. A collimating lens 118 and an optical fiber
116 may be positioned between the illuminated sample
20 and each charge- light detector 114 to produce a par-
allel beam of electromagnetic energy that is directed onto
each light detector 114.
[0030] The system 10 may further include one or more
transducers 50 that couple the sensor(s) 42 to a proces-
sor 60. Each of the transducers 50 generates a signal
that represents an electromagnetic energy (i.e., intensity)
spectrum as a function of wavelength for the electromag-
netic energy that is sensed by each of the sensors 42.
The transducers 50 may be spectrophotometer cards
that are adapted to handle input from the sensors 42.
[0031] The processor 60 receives an intensity spec-
trum for each observation angle as signals from each of
the transducers 50. It should be noted that the processor
60 characterizes the lipoproteins in the sample 20 by
deconvoluting the intensity spectrum which emerges
from the sample 20 (see, e.g., deconvoluting method in

U.S. Patent 5,808,738, Alupoaei CE, et al., Biosens Bio-
electron. 19, 893-903 (2004) and Alupoaei CE, et al.,
Biotechnol Bioeng. 86, 163-7 (2004)). The processor 60
categorizes the lipoproteins in the sample 20 as HDL,
LDL or VLDL based on each intensity spectrum. In ad-
dition, the processor 60 determines the relative amounts
of HDL, LDL and VLDL in the sample and/or a particle
size distribution for the HDL, LDL and VLDL lipoproteins
in the sample.
[0032] In some forms, the system 10 compensates for
fluctuations in the electromagnetic energy provided by
the light source 102. As an example, the system 10 may
further include a reference sensor 120 that senses elec-
tromagnetic energy which emerges directly from the light
source 102. The output from the reference sensor 120
may also be fed to a spectrophotometer card 50. In the
example embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, a beam splitter
122 may be positioned between the light source 102 and
the sample 20 with a first pathway 124 leading to the
sample 20 and the second pathway 126 leading to the
reference sensor 120.
[0033] It should be noted that the processor 60 may
normalize the intensity spectra for fluctuations in the elec-
tromagnetic energy provided by the light source 102. The
processor 60 utilizes the electromagnetic energy meas-
ured by reference sensor 102 to normalize the intensity
spectra.
[0034] FIG. 2 illustrates an example method 200 for
characterizing lipoproteins in a sample. The method in-
cludes 202 illuminating the sample with electromagnetic
energy having a predetermined range of wavelengths
and 204 sensing the electromagnetic energy that emerg-
es from the sample. The method further includes 206
transducing the sensed electromagnetic energy into an
intensity spectrum and 208 determining characteristics
of the lipoproteins in the sample by deconvoluting the
intensity spectrum.
[0035] The step 208 determining characteristics of the
lipoproteins in the sample includes (i) determining the
relative amounts of HDL, LDL and VLDL in the sample;
and/or (ii) determining a particle size distribution for the
HDL, LDL and VLDL lipoproteins in the sample. In addi-
tion, 202 illuminating the sample with electromagnetic
energy having a predetermined range of wavelengths
includes illuminating the sample with electromagnetic en-
ergy having wavelengths in the ultraviolet to visible
range.
[0036] FIG. 3 illustrates another example method 300
for characterizing lipoproteins in a sample. The method
includes 302 illuminating the sample with electromagnet-
ic energy having wavelengths in the ultraviolet to visible
range; 304 sensing the electromagnetic energy that
emerges from the sample at a plurality of observation
angles; 306 transducing the sensed electromagnetic en-
ergy into an intensity spectrum for each observation an-
gle; and 308 determining characteristics of the lipopro-
teins in the sample by deconvoluting each intensity spec-
trum. It should be noted that 308 determining character-
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istics of the lipoproteins in the sample includes (i) deter-
mining the relative amounts of HDL, LDL and VLDL in
the sample; and (ii) determining a particle size distribution
for the HDL, LDL and/or VLDL lipoproteins in the sample.
[0037] In some forms of the system and method, a light
source may illuminate a continuously flowing sample.
The cell for holding such a sample may include some
sort of transparent piping system so that measurements
may be made on the sample as the sample flows through
the piping system. In another example form of the system
and method, an electromagnetic field may be imposed
on the sample (e.g., by a magnet) to measure the field-
dependent properties of the sample. As part of detecting
lipoproteins in plasma, the scattering properties of the
lipoproteins were determined using a theoretical set of
optical properties. The theoretical optical properties in-
dicated that it may be possible to discriminate the lipid
fraction contained in particles with diameters in the size
range 30-150 nm.

EXAMPLE

[0038] A purified fraction of Lp(a) particles was ob-
tained in a 1 mL sample. Intensity spectra of the Lp(a)
fraction were obtained by illuminating the sample as de-
scribed above. The spectra were measured as a function
of the particle concentration by recording in an Hp-8454
diode array spectrophotometer using a 1cm path length
micro-cuvette. Standard buffer saline was used as a dilu-
ent.
[0039] A set of optical properties was derived from the
intensity spectra. The optical properties of the sample
confirmed a portion of the theoretical optical properties
that were previously determined.
[0040] FIG. 4 shows the measured spectra of the pu-
rified Lp(a) sample as function of concentration while
FIG. 5 shows the normalized optical density spectrum
for the sample. The normalization of the spectra elimi-
nates the effect of the number of particles (as explained
in C. E Alupoaei, J. A. Olivares, and L. H. Garcia-Rubio,
"Quantitative Spectroscopy Analysis of prokaryotic Cells:
Vegetative Cells and Spores", Biosensors and Bioelec-
tronics, 2004, 19(8), 893-903).
[0041] The optical properties of the Lp(a) fraction were
estimated from the spectra shown in Figure 4 using the
Kramers-Kronig transforms. The optical properties es-
tablished the possibility of deconvoluting the presence
of the LDL, HDL, and VLDL lipoprotein particles from
measurements of the plasma spectrum.
[0042] FIG. 6 shows the derivative spectrum of the
spectrum shown in FIG. 5 where the chromophoric amino
acids of proteins absorb tyrosine, tryptophan and phenyl
alanine. The absorption band at 280 nm is typically used
to estimate the protein content of a sample.
[0043] FIGS. 7-8 show a magnification of the spectrum
shown in FIG. 5. FIG. 7 shows a distinct absorption pat-
tern while FIG. 8 shows its corresponding derivative.
[0044] In addition, previously measured spectra of

plasma samples (S. Narayanan, Ph. D. Dissertation, Uni-
versity of South Florida, 1999, unpublished results; Y.
Mattley, Ph. D. Dissertation, University of South Florida,
2000, and Y. Mattley, G. Leparc, R. Potter, and L.H. Gar-
cia-Rubio, "Light Scattering and Absorption Model for the
Quantitative Interpretation of Human Platelet Spectral
Data", Photochemistry and Photobiology, 2000, 71(5)),
were deconvoluted using software.
[0045] A comparison of the deconvoluted spectra and
the optical properties of the sample establish that (i) there
are distinct spectral features in the Lp(a) fraction (e.g.,
in the 350-600 nm range) which identify this particular
fraction (and possibly other fractions); (ii) plasma in-
cludes detectable particle populations in the approximate
size range of LDL, HDL, and VLDL lipoprotein particles;
and (iii) the spectra of the lipoprotein particles is present
in varying proportions in the spectra of the analyzed plas-
ma samples (see, e.g., FIGS. 9-11). FIG. 9 is similar to
FIG. 7 and can be found in Y. Mattley, Ph. D. Dissertation,
University of South Florida, 2000, and Y. Mattley, G. Lep-
arc, R. Potter, and L.H. Garcia-Rubio, "Light Scattering
and Absorption Model for the Quantitative Interpretation
of Human Platelet Spectral Data", Photochemistry and
Photobiology, 2000, 71(5)). In addition, FIG. 10 can be
found in S. Narayanan, Ph. D. Dissertation, University of
South Florida, 1999.
[0046] The spectra of previously measured plasma
samples were analyzed using deconvolution software.
FIGS. 12-13 show the deconvolution of the spectra in
terms of the lipid particles. The deconvolution establishes
that the spectral measurements contain information on
the LDL, HDL, and VLDL lipoprotein particles.
[0047] The results indicate that the fraction of lipid par-
ticles within a sample may be estimated from transmis-
sion and angular scattering measurements. Further-
more, the presence of an Lp(a) fraction can be identified
in a plasma sample from the spectral signature of the
sample.

Claims

1. A method for characterizing lipoproteins in a sample
including lipoproteins in whole blood or plasma, the
method comprising:

illuminating the sample with electromagnetic en-
ergy having wavelengths in the ultraviolet to vis-
ible range;
sensing the electromagnetic energy that emerg-
es from the sample at a plurality of observation
angles;
transducing the sensed electromagnetic energy
into an intensity spectrum for each observation
angle; and
determining characteristics of the lipoproteins in
the sample by deconvoluting each intensity
spectrum that emerges from the sample into a
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scattering spectrum and an absorption spec-
trum;

wherein determining characteristics of the lipopro-
teins in the sample includes determining the relative
amounts of HDL, LDL and VLDL in the sample and
determining a particle size distribution for the HDL,
LDL and VLDL lipoproteins in the sample.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur Charakterisierung von Lipoproteinen
in einer Probe einschließlich von Lipoproteinen in
Gesamtblut oder Plasma, wobei das Verfahren um-
fasst:

Bestrahlen der Probe mit elektromagnetischer
Energie, welche Wellenlängen im ultravioletten
bis sichtbaren Bereich aufweist;
Erfassen der elektromagnetischen Energie,
welche von der Probe abgegeben wird, unter
einer Vielzahl von Beobachtungswinkeln;
Überführen der erfassten elektromagnetischen
Energie in ein Intensitätsspektrum für jeden Be-
obachtungswinkel; und
Bestimmen der Eigenschaften der Lipoproteine
in der Probe durch Dekonvolutieren jedes Inten-
sitätsspektrums, welches von der Probe abge-
geben wird, in ein Streuspektrum und ein Ab-
sorptionsspektrum,

wobei die Bestimmung der Eigenschaften der Lipo-
proteine in der Probe die Bestimmung der relativen
Mengen an HDL, LDL und VLDL in der Probe sowie
die Bestimmung der Partikelgrößenverteilung für die
HDL-, LDL- und VLDL-Lipoproteine in der Probe mit
einschließt.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour caractériser des lipoprotéines dans un
échantillon contenant des lipoprotéines dans du
sang total ou du plasma, le procédé comprenant :

l’éclairage de l’échantillon avec une énergie
électromagnétique ayant des longueurs d’onde
dans la gamme des ultraviolets au visible ;
la détection de l’énergie électromagnétique qui
sort de l’échantillon à une pluralité d’angles
d’observation ;
la transformation de l’énergie électromagnéti-
que détectée en un spectre d’intensité pour cha-
que angle d’observation ; et
la détermination de caractéristiques des lipopro-
téines dans l’échantillon par déconvolution de
chaque spectre d’intensité qui sort de l’échan-

tillon en un spectre de diffusion et un spectre
d’absorption ;

dans lequel la détermination de caractéristiques des
lipoprotéines dans l’échantillon comprend la déter-
mination des quantités relatives de HDL, LDL et VL-
DL dans l’échantillon, et la détermination d’une dis-
tribution de taille de particules pour les lipoprotéines
HDL, LDL et VLDL dans l’échantillon.
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